
WAR OF THE REBELLION 


A COMPILATION OF THE 
OFFICIAL RECORDS 

OF THE 

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES. 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 

TO 

t vA * 

SEEIES I— VOLUME XYH. • - 

(To iDe inserted, in tlae volixine. F’or explanation see Greneral 
Index volnme. Serial ISTo- 130, page XX'V'III.) 


PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

Th.e Hon. EIiIHXJ HOOT, Secretary of War, 

BY 

BRIG. GEN. FRED C. AINSWORTH, 

Chief of the Eecord and Pension Office, War Department, 

AND 

MR. JOSEPH W. KIRKLEY. 


Kir. JOHN KIOOBEY, Indexer. 


WASHINGTON: 

aOVEBKHENT PBINTINGr OFFICE. 

1902 . 



9 


ADDITIOl^S AKB CORBECTIONS. 


\ 


Page 264. 
r*age 331. 
Page 461. 
Page 644. 
Page 6S1. 


Page 695. 
Page So I. 


Page 804. 

Page S20. 
Page S37. 
Page 859. 


Page 339. 

Page 635. 
Page 642. 
Page 691. 

Page 692, 

Page 716. 

Page 750. 
Page 753- 
Page 7S2, 
Page S24. 

Page S27. 
Page 835. 
Page 836. 


Page 843. 
Page 905. 


Page 909. 


Page 931. 


^ " TEXT. 

PART I. 

Date of battle, for iS6j read 1S62. 

Seventeenth line, top, for Atkins read Aikiso^t, and for /C read /I. 

Insert after Alabama^ second line, bottom, \_Temiessee\. 

Caption, for Fifty-second read Forty-seco7id. 

Twenty-nintli line, top, for One regmie^it {the First Louisiana^ Col. 
[5. F.'] Harrisoft) read One regiment {the Thirty-first Louisiafia^ 
Cot. [C H.l Morrison). 

Thomas’ first report, twenty-seventh line, for Thirty first Alabama 
read Thirty-first Louisiana. 

Erase Harrison^ s {S. F.) Infa7it7y. See Louisiana T^oops^ ist Fegi- 
meni. Twenty-fourth line, top, for fih Battaliofi read S^iodgrass^ 
Battalion. 

Following Outlaw's {D. A.) Cavahy, for See Mississippi Ti'oops read 
See Ten^iessee Troops. 

Third line, top, for Dec. /y, read Dec. 75, 1862. 

First line, for Dec. 26 read Dec. 6. 

Foot-note, for Galloway's Switch read Galloway Switch, 

PART 2. 

Stanley’s Division, Toomis’ Brigade, for Col. George A. Williams read 
Capt. George A. Williams. 

General Orders, No. 86, second line, for Departmc 7 it read depot. 

For Special Orders^ No, 5, read General Orders^ No. 8, 

First line, for Hdqrs. A^iny of the Mississippi read Hdqrs. District of 
the Mississippi. 

Special Orders, No. 59, for Hdqrs. Department of the Mississippi read 
Hdqrs. DistHct of the Mississippi. 

Erase foot-note Not found and insert See Series /, Vol. Pa7't 2^ 

PP> 

Waddy to Van Dorn, date line, for i86j read 1862. 

Cooper to Pemberton, first line, for oi'dered read 7'equested. 

General Orders, No. i, second line, for 22y read 2jy. 

General Orders, erase [21] and, in date line, for Ja^mary 2 read 
January 21. 

Erase foot-note and insert Sec Sef'ies /, Vol. ^2, PaH 2, p. 403. 

Field Return, for Army of the Mississippi read Army of Tennessee. 

Thirty-second line, bottom, insert * after General Reynolds and add 
foot-note, * The initials of the person i^eferi^ed to cannot be deter- 
mined; it was neither of the general officer's of that name in the 
U. S. service. 

First and fourteenth lines, top, for Fickland read Strickland. 

For Bradf Old's {W. M.) read Bradford's {A. H.). After Burnet's 
( William E . ) Artillery, for Alabama Troops read Louisiana Troops, 
Orleans Guard. 

After Hobbs' {James H.) Infantry, for See Arkansas Troops, 21st Regi- 
ment, and Hobbs' Battalion, read See Arkansas Troops, lyth Regi- 
ment. 

Under Ccnifederate Tivops, erase * following Bradley's, also foot-note 
* Company A, ist Regiment. 




ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 3 


IlSDEX. 

Insert all words and figures in Halics and strike out all in [brackets] An asterisk following a 
correction indicates that “Additions and Corrections” to the text should be consulted. Refer- 
ences are to parts of volume. 


Part. 


Alabama Troops. 

Artillerj', Tight— Batteries: 

[Burnet’s, 632] 2 

[Burtwell’s, 633] 2 

Infantry— Battalions: 

Snodgrass' [4th] i 

Infantry — Battalions: 

S7todgrass\ 786 2 

Infantry^- Regiments: 

[4th, 7S6] 2 

26th (CoZ/aW) 2 

31st {Edwards), [695] * i 

31st {Hu7idley) 2 

James B. [Captain] i 

Allison, J. D. [A.] 2 

Arkansas Troops. 

Artillery, Tight— Batteries: 

AustoiVs [Austin’s] 2 

Ca\’nlry — Battalions* 

SUrman's, 375, 383, 393, 394 i 

Stirman's, 733, 736 2 

Infantry'— Battalions: 

[Hobbs’, 733 , 736 ] 2 

Infantry— Regiments: 

15th {Boone) 1 

iSth {McRae-Hobbs), 592, 634, 733, 736 2 

15th {Patton) 2 

2rst {Cravens), [592, 634] 2 

Zislf {McCray) 2 

[Stirman’s Sharpshooters, 375, 3S3, 393, 

394] I 

[Stirman’s Sharpshooters, 733, 736] 2 

Atkinson, Albert G., 89 [Atkinson, A., 89] . . . i 
A tki son, Joseph B. [Atkins, Tieutenant] — 1 

Augustin [Augustine], Jacob M i 

Ayers [Ayres], T- N 1 

Barnaby, Charles W 1 

Barrow, Baitholomew [BatL] 2 

Berry, Micajah F. [M. T.] 2 

Black Hawk, Steamer, 4B6 [468] 2 

Bradford, A. H, [W. M.] 2 

Bradford, . 5 . [Tieutenant] 2 

Bragg, Braxton. 

Assignments to command, 614 2 

Bruner, John B. [Brown, J. B.J i 

Byreum (?), Ben [Benjamin] i 

Callahan, Charles M, [Tieutenant] i 

Carter, [Julienj 2 

Chenoweth [Chenowith], B. P 2 

Corinth, Miss. 

Battle of, Oct. 3-4, 1862. 

Court of Inquiry, 414-439 ^ 

. Reports of 

Cummins, Edmund [Bdward] H i 

Cornman, Augustus H. [F.] 1 

Courts of Inquiry, 


Corinth, Miss. Battle of, Oct. 3-4, 1862, 414- 

459 

Cravens, L. Mirabeau [T.] 

Cummins, Edmund [Edward] H 


Part. 


Decatur, Stephen, Steamer 2 

Dickey, Charles H 2 

Drake, Quincy /. [J.] i 

[Edraoistn], John . .... 2 

Elliott, Thomas /. [J ] i 

Everts, Touis H. [A.] . i 

Florida. 

Militarj' departments embracing, 757,.. . 2 

Fremaux, T y . • * 2 

Georgia Troops 
Artillery, Light— Batteries: 

Burtwelt's-Giraidey's, 633 2 

Gile, David H. [A.] 2 

QT&Qrx,John [James] U i 

Halleck, Henry W. 

Correspondence with 

Chenoweth [Chenowith], B. P. . . . 2 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. 

Engagement at, Oct. 5, 1S62. Reports of 

Cummins, Edmund [Edward] H i 

Hawes, Cary N. [C M.] . i 

Hinsdill, Chester [Charles] B 2 

Hoeppner [Hoepner] , A 2 

Hoit, Nicholas [Hart, Michael] 2 

Hutchison [Hutchinson], A. S i 

Keene [Keane], Mary E., Steamer 2 

Keirn, Walter [Walker] T i 

Kentucky Troops (C. j. 

Cavalry— Regiments : 

2d {Woodward) [ist] 1,2 

Infantry — Regiments: 

5th {Hunt) 2 

Kitten [Kittel], George W i, 2 

Lalor, y. F. [Tabor, Tieutenant] .... . . 2 

Tatiraer, Mulford [Milford] M i 

Taw, Charles W. [Tieutenant] 2 

Tevy, [W.] M 2 

Lindsay, Williams. [Tynd.say, Mr.] 2 

Tivingston, Benjamin F. [Major] i 

Touisiana Troops. 

Artillery, Uv^t—Battei les: 

Orleans Guard {Ducatel-Burnet), 632 2 

Infantry— Regiments * 

[ist, 68i]* I 

31st, 68/,* 695* 1 

Marsh, Charles J. [C.] 1 

Mary E. Keene [Keane], Steamer 2 

Mississippi, Army of the (C.). 

Organization, strength, etc. 

[January 14, 1863, 835] * 2 


Mississippi Troops. 

Cavalry — [Battalions] : 

[Outlaw’s, 461]* - I 

Infantry— Regiments: 

33d {Hardcasile), 633 2 

33d {Hurst), [633] 2 

Missouri Troops (C.). 

Cavalry— .ffa ttalions: 

A84r 7S3. ® 

3d {Samuel) , 374, 391 I 
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A0JDITIONS AND COREKCTIONS, 


Part 

Missouri Troops (C > — Continued 

Ca\ airy — Regiments 

Ucl, 3^2, 391] I 

[3(1, 034, 733, 73^>] 2 

Molinnrd, A / S - 2 

Malloy [Malloy], V , . .2 

Moore, rank] . • 1,2 

Moore, John A' [C ] ^Colonel) .. 2 

Moirison, Charles H 

Mentioned, 65’/ [Harrison, S R , 6 m i 

iMuellei, Alexander [H ] .. . 2 

Neil, Ilenrj’ M , ^.17 [IMcNeil, Henty' M , 207] i 
Parsons, Moi,by [Mosel y] IM .. 2 

Philpott, James [Joseph] 1 $ . . i 

Price, Eihcin U’ [Edward] , 2 

/*; aZ/dY/ [Pritchett], Janies M . 2 

Private Propertj* 

Action touching Communications from 
Chenoxcetk [Chenowith], BP.. 2 

Pry^or, J P [Captain] ... i 

[Rafferty], James E 2 

Reynolds, Gt'ne}al [Joseph J J,836* . 2 

Ring, Jacob 5 [I^]. . i 

A [Roberts], James ... 2 

5 i:/era;« [Schraum], Eouis .... i 

Scott, Robert K , 304 [Stone, Robert K , 304] 1 

vSearle, George A [S ] i 

Shipman, A>»uiead M. [A. \V ] 2 


Part 

Smith, William / [I ] ... . 2 

Stephen Decaiin ^ Steatne) ^ SJ3 .. .2 

[Sullivane], A. Clement . 1,2 

Swaving.yo/iw G C. [Acting Assistant vSui- 

geon] .... I 

Tannrath [Tamrath], Benjamin i 

Tennessee, Army of [the] (C ) 

Orgamzaiion^ strength, etc., Ja7i //, 1863, 

SJS* ... 2 

Tennessee Troops (C ) 

Artilleiy', Heavy — [Battalions 1st, S06, 


825] . . . 2 

Cavalry — Battalions : 

Outlaw's, 461* . I 

Infantry — Battalions 

ist ( Cohns'), 806, 82s . . 2 

Infantry*— Regiments: 

3d [f Provisional Army)] 1 

Texas Troops. 

Cavaliy’’ — Regiments. 

15th, 755 . . . I 

25th, 785 . .. ... I 

Infantiy*— Regiments 

[15th, 7SS] I 

[25th, 7S5] . . I 

Twombly, V P [T ] . . i 

[Ya2(x>, Steamer, S67] 2 
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PREFACE 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
<<to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Eecords of the War of the Eebellion, both of the Union and Confed- 
erate Armies,^ and directed him ‘^to have copied for the Public Printer 
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 

Appropriations lor continuing such preparation have been made from 
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided ‘‘for 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
ten thousand copies of a compilation of the Official Eecords (Union and 
Confederate) of the War of the Eebellion, so far as the same may be 
ready for publication, during the fiscal year”^ and that “ of said num- 
ber, seven thousand copies shall be for the use of the House of Eepre- 
sentatives, two thousand copies for the use of the Senate, and one 
thousand copies for the use of the Executive Departments.”* ** 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value. 

* Volumes I~Y distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
August 7, 1882, provides that — 

** The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shaU be distributed 
as follows ; One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now provided by 
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of 
the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shall 
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as 
may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty- 
seventh Congress. Each Senator shaU designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the 
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub- 
lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they 
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to 
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided 
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication, with ten per 
cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury, 
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the Secretary of 
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, who have designated 
the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. 
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congfress 
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been famished to such 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose 
instance the volumes are sent.” 


(m) 
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PREFACE. 


The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement; 

The First Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is 
to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme- 
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &;c.5 
not embraced in the ‘^reports ^ proper will follow (first Union and next 
Confederate) in chronological order. 

The Second Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The Third Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
first and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, and the 
correspondence between the National and the several State authorities. 

The Fourth Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, simOar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series. 

EOBEET N. SCOTT, 

Major Third Art,j and BvU Lieut, Col, 

War Department, August 23, 1880. 

Approved : 


ALEX. EAMSBT, 

Secretary of War, 
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CHAPTUB s::xix 


OPERATIONS m WEST TENNESSEE AND NORTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI." 


Jxuie 10, 1862-Jaiiuary 20, 1863. 


STJMMATJ.Y om the: E>aRIITCIE»AT. EJ^STEIS'TS. 1 

June 10, lt362. — Maj. Gens. U. S. Grant, D. C. Baell, and John Pope, U. S. Army, 
ordered to resume command of their separate Army Corps. 

11, 1862. — Skirmish near Booneville, Miss. 

14, 1862. — Skirmish at Clear Creek, near Bald wyn, Miss. 

15-18, 1862. — Expedition to Holly Springs and skirmish at Tallahatchie Bridge, 
Miss. 

17, 1862. — General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, temporarily supersedes Gen- 
eral G. T. Beauregard in command of Depaitment No. 2, or tlie 
Western Department. 

20, 1862. — General Bragg assigned to command of Department No. 2, 

Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, C. S. Army, transferred to command of 
the Department of Southern Mississippi and East Louisiana. 
Maj. Gen. JohnP. McCown, C. S. Army, assumes command of the 
Army of the West. 

21, 1862. — Expedition to Hernando and skirmish at Cold water Station, Miss. 

25, 1862. — Confederate Department No. 2 extended so as to absorb Depart- 

ment No. 1, etc. 

Affair near La Fayette Station, Tenn. 

26, 1862. — Major-General Pope transferred to command of the Army of Vir- 

ginia. 

27, 1862. — General Bragg assumes permanent command of Department No, 2. 

28, 1862. — Skirmishes at and near Blackland, Miss. 

29, 1862. — ^Department No. 2 extended. 

30, 1862. — Skirmish at Eising Sun, Tenn. 

July 1, 1862. — Action near Booneville, Miss. 

Skirmish near Holly Springs, Miss. 

2, 1862.— Confederate Districts of the Mississipin and of the Gulf consti- 
tuted, under command of Major-General Van Dorn and Brig. 
Gen. John H. Fomey. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army, announced as second in 
command of Department No. 2. 


* Including operations against Vicksburg, December 20, 1B62-Janunry 2, 1863, and 
expedition January 4-17, 1863, against Fort Hindman, or Arkaiisa.s Posi, Ark. 

tOf some of the minor conflicts noted in this Summary no circumstantial reports 
Ill's on file. 

1 B E — ^VOL xvn 


2 


WEST tp:nn. and northern miss 


[CIIAI>. XXIX, 


July 3, isr>‘2.— Maj. Gen. Btcrlin<^ Price, C. S. Army, assumes command of tlie 
Army of the West. 

5, Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee, C, S. Army, assumes command of 

tlio Army of tlie Missi8sij)pi. 

Skirmish on the Hatchie River, Miss. 

10-11, 18G2.— -Expedition to Guntown, Miss, 

11, 18fiiJ,--Maj. Gen. Henry W. Hallerlc, U. S. Army, assigned to command 
as General -iu-Cliie,f of all the land forces of the United States. 
13, 1862. — Skirmish near Wolf River, Tenn. 

16, 1802.— The District of West Temnessee, Major-General Grant command- 
ing, extended to embrace the Army of the Mississippi, etc. 
Major-General Halleck reliiKiuishes immediate command of the 
troops in t he Department of the Mississippi. 

17, 1862. — Major-General Grant assumes command of all trooi)s in the Annies 
of the Tennessee and of the Mississippi and in the Districts of 
Cairo and of the Miasissijipi. 

19. 1862. — Guerrilla raid on Bniwnsville, Tenn. 

20. 1862. — Affair at Hatchie Bottom, Miss. 

21. 1862. — Confederate Army of the ^lississippi ordered to Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Major-General Price, C, S. Army, assumes command of the District 
of the Tennessee. 

24. 1862. — Skirmish at White Oak Bayou, Miss.* 

25-Aug. 1, 1862. — Expedition from Holly Springs, Miss., to Bolivar and 
Jackson, Tenn. 

27, 1862.— Affair near Toono’s Station, or Lower Post Perry, Tenn. 

27-29, 1862.— Expedition from Rienzi to Ripley, Miss. 

28.1862. — Skirmish near Humboldt, Tenn. 

29, 1862.— Affair at Hatoliie Bottom, near Denmark, Tenn. 

Aug. 2, 1862.— Skinnish near Totten’s Plantation, Coahoma County, Miss.t 

Skinnish at Austin, Tunica County, Miss. 

3, 1862. — Skirmish on Nonconah Creek, Tenn. 

4- 7, 1862.— Reconnaissance from Jacinto to Bay Springs, Miss., and skirmish. 

7, 1862.— Skirmish at Wood Springs, near Dyersburg, Tenn. 

10-11, 1862. — Reconnaissance from Brownsville, Tenn., toward the month of 
Hatchie River. 

11, 1862. — Skinnish at Brown’s Plantation, Moss. 

Skirmish at Saulsbury, Tenn. 

13, 1862.— Skirmish near Medon, Tenn. 

16, 1862.— Skirmish at Meriwether’s Perry, Obion River, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Horn Lake Creek, Miss. 

18. 1862. — Capture of steamboats on Tennessee River. 

Skinnish near Dyersburg, Tenn. 

Surrender of Clarksville, Tenn.t 

19-21, 1862. — Expedition from Kienzi to Marietta and Bay Springs, Miss., and 
skirmishes. 

23 , 1862 — Skirmish near Port Donelson, Tenn. 

Affair near Trinity, Ala. 

Skirmish at Greenville, Miss.$ 

25, 1862.— Skirmish at Bolivar, Miss. 5 

Skirmish at Port Donelson, Tenn. 

* See expedition from Helena, Ark., etc., Series I, Vol. XUI, p. 173. 
tPor report, see Series I, Vol. XIII, p. 205. 
tPor report, see series I, Vol. XVI, Part I, p 862. 

J For report, see Series I, Vol. XITI, p. 240. ^ 
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Ang. 26, 1862. — Skirmish at Cniiiherland Iron Works, Tenn. 

Skirmish near Rienzi, Miss. 

27, 1862. — Skirmish near Kossuth, Miss. 

28, 1862. — Skirmish near Corinth, Miss. 

30--Sept. 1, 1862. — Operations on the Mississippi Central Railroad. 

31, 1862, — Skirmish near Marietta, Miss, 

Capture of U. S. transport W. B. Terry on the Tennessee River. 
Sept. 2, 1862. — Skirmish near Memphis, Tenn. 

6, 1862. Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army, assigned to command of 

the District of the Mississippi. 

Skirmish at Burnt Bridge, near Humboldt, Tenn, 

5- 6, 1862. — Scout toward Holly Springs and skirmish at Olive Branch, Miss. 

7, iai2.— Skirmish at Riggings Hill, near Clarksville, Tenn.* 

8-13, 1862. — Expedition to the Goldwater and Hernando, Miss. 

9, 1862. — Skirmish at Rienzi, Miss. 

Skirmish at Cockrum Cross-Roads, Miss. 

12, 1862. — Skirmish at Coldwater Railroad Bridge, Miss. 

13, 1862. — Skirmish near luka, Miss. 

14, 1862. — Skirmish at Burnsville, Miss. 

16, 1862. — ^Reconnaissance from Burnsville toward Inka, Aliss., and skirmish. 
18, 1862. — Skirmish at Rienzi, Mias. 

18-23, 1862. — Operations about Forts Henry and Donelson, Tenn., and skirmish. 
19, 1862. — Engagement at Inka, Miss. 

Skirmish at Barnett’s Comers, Miss. 

Skirmish at Peyton’s Mill, Miss. 

Skirmish at Prentiss, Miss. 

Attack on the Queen of the West, near Bolivar, Miss. 

20, 1862. — Skirmish on the Fnlton Road, south of Iiika, Miss. 

20-22, 1862. — ^Expedition from Bolivar to Grand Junction and La Grange, 
Tenn., and skirmish. 

21, 1862. — Skirmish near Van Buren, Tenn. 

23, 1862. — Skirmish at Wolf Creek Bridge, near Memphis, Tenn. 

24, 1862. — The District of West Tennessee reorganized. Major-Generals 

Sherman, Ord, and Rosecrans, and Brigadier-General Qninby, 
U. S. Army, assigned to divisions. 

25, 1862. — Skirmish at Davis’ Bridge, Hatchie River, Tenn. 

Burning of Randolph, Tenn, 

26, 1862. — Skirmish at Pocahontas, Tenn. 

27, 1862. — Skirmish near Inka, Miss. 

28, 1862. — Skirmish near Friar’s Point, Mies. 

28-Oct. 5, 1862. — ^Expedition from Columbus, Ky., to Covingtou, Durham- 
ville, and Fort Randolph, Tenn, 

30, 1862. — Reconnaissance from Rienzi, Miss., to the Hatchie River. 

Oct. 1, 1862. — ^Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army, assigned to command 
of the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 

Skirmish at Ruckersville, Miss. 

Skirmish at Davis’ Bridge, Tenn. 

2, 1862. — Skirmish at Baldwyn, Miss. 

Skirmish near Ramer’s Crossing, Mobile and Ohio Railroad, Miss. 

3, 1862.— Affair near La Fayette Landing, Tenn. 

3-12, 1862. — ^Battle of Corinth, Miss., and pursuit of the Confederate forces. 

9, 1862. — ^Affair near Humboldt, Tenn. 

10, 1862. — Skirmish at Medon Station, Tenn. 


See Series I, Vol. XVI, Part I, p. 955. 
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Oct. 12, 1862.~-Maj. Gph. Earl Van Dorn, O. S. Army, asstimes command of all 
troo}»s in tlic Stafe of Mississippi. 

14. 1862. — Lieut. Gen. John O. Pcinbertoii, C. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Department of the Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana, incluch 
ing forces intending to operate in Soutlnvesteru Tennessee. 

16, 1862.— Department of the Tennessee constituted, under command of 

Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U. S. Army. 

17, 1862. — Skirmish at Island No. 10, Tenn. 

21. 1862. — Skirmish at Woodville, Teim. 

21- 24, 1862.— Scout to Colliersville, Shelby Depot, Hickory, and Galloway 

Switch, Tenn., with skirmishes. 

22- 25, 1862.— Expedition from Fort Donelson to Waverly, Teiiii., with skir- 

mishes. 

24. 1862. — Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, assigned to com- 

mand of the Department of the Cumherland. "" 

The Thirteenth Army Corps constituted. * 

Skirmish near White Oak Springs, Tenn. 

25, 1862. — Major-General Grant assumes command of the Thirteenth Army 
Corps and the Department of the Tennessee. 

26. 1862. — The Army of the Mississippi (Union) discontinued. 

31, 1862-Jan. 10, 1863. — Operations on the Mississippi Central Railroad fmm 
Bolivar, Tenn., to Coffeeville, Miss 
Nov. 18, 1862. — Skirmish at Double Bridge, Tenn. 

24. 1862. — General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, assigned to a command 

embracing Western North Carolina, Tennessee, Northern Geor- 
gia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Eastern Louisiana, 

25, 1862.— Capture of Henderson’s Station, Mobile and Ohio Railroad, Tenm 

20. 1862. — Skirmish near Somerville, Tenn. 

27-Dcjc. 6, 1R62. — ^Expedition from Helena, Ark., to vicinity of Grenada, J^Iiss. 
Dec. 4, 1862.— General Johnston assumes the command to which he was assigned 
November 24. 

7, 1862.— The Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana re- 
organized, Major-Generals Van Dom and Price comnianding 
First and Second Corps. 

9, 1862.— Major-General Van Dorn temporarily in command of the Army of 
the Mississippi. 

9-14, 1862.— Reconnaissance from Corinth, Miss., toward Tuscumbia, Ala., in- 
cluding skirmishes (12th) iit Cherokee Station and Little Bear 
Creek, Ala. 

12, 1862. — Expedition up the Yazoo River, Miss. 

13-19, 1862. — ^Raid on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad from Corinth to Tupelo, 
Miss. 

15, 1B62-Jan. 3, 1863, — Forrest’s Expedition into West Tennessee. 

18, 1862.— The Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Army Corps consti- 

tuted, under command of Maj. Gens. William T. Sherman, 
Stephen A. Hurlbiil, and James B. McPherson, U. S. Army. 
Maj. Gen. John A. McClernaud, U. S. Army, assigned to command 
of the Thirteenth Army Corps. 

20, 1862-Jau. 3, 1863. — Operations against Vicksburg, Miss. 

23, 1862.— Skirmish at Ripley, Miss. 

24, 1862.— Expedition from Helena., Ark, to the Tallahatchie, Miss. 

Jan. 1, 1863. — Skirmish at Bath Springs, Miss. 

2, 1863.— Skirmish near Port Donelson, Tenn. 

3, 1863. — Skirmish at Burnsville, Miss, 


See Series I, Vol. XVI, Part II, pp. 641, 642. 
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3, lc'G3. — Action at Soniervillo, Tetiii. 

4, 1863. — Maj. Geu. John A. McClernand, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Army of the Mis-^issippi. 

Skirmish at Monterey, Tenn. 

4-17, 1863.— Expedition against and capture of Arkansas Rost, or Fort Hind- 
man, Ark. 

5. 1863. — ^]Haj. Gen. WiUiain T. Sherman, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Second Corps, Army of the Mississippi. 

7, 1863.— Scout from Big Spring Creek to Rocky Ford, Miss. 

8. 1863. — Skirmish at Knob Creek, near Ripley, Tenn. 

11, 1863. — Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Seventeenth Army Corps. 

Skirmish at Lowry’s Ferry, Tenn. 

12, 1863.— Maj or- General Sherman, U. S. A., assumes command of the Fif- 

teenth Army Corps. 

13, 1863. — Skirmish at Chambers Creek, near Hamburg, Tenn. 

16, 1863. — Expedition from Fort Henry to Waverly, Tenn. 


JUNE 14, 1862. — Skirmish at Clear Creek, near Baldwyn, HEiss. 

REIFORTS. 

No. 1.— Col. John F. Lay, C. S. Army. 

2.— Lieut. Col. W. B. Wade, G. S. Army. 


No. 1. 

Report of Col. John F. Lay^ 0. 8. Army. 

Camp near E^night’s Mill, Miss., June 15, 1862, 
Captain : I respectfully report that, in obedience to instructions, I 
moved from camp at 3 a. m. with my command and was soon joined by 
the detachment from Colonel Clanton’s regiment. When I reached the 
cross-roads at Bryce’s I found the detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wade. A few moments after I learned of the skirmish at Baldwyn by 
the company returning with prisoners, and was informed that probably 
a large body of the enemy was there. I left the direct road to Clear 
Creek and went immediately to OarroUville, where, forming my men, I 
sent a small party to Baldwyn to reconnoiter, who reported everything 
quiet. 

Having conversed with the prisoners taken and also with many cit- 
izens, I determined to go forward to Clear Creek, our point of junction, 
though cautiously, as I had been able to hear nothing of Colonel Siem- 
ens’ or Adams’ command. Upon the route I met a citizen, true to 
us, who had been compelled to guide some scattered Federals from 
Baldwyn by an inner road to Booneville, who gave me information of 
the forces at Blackland and of their knowledge that a body of our cav- 
alry was upon the road. Upon arriving at Clear Creek I posted Cap- 
tain Conner’s company on picket, his reserve at the bridge, sending 
out vedettes to the end of the lane in front, and also posted a company 
to guard our rear, occupying the old camp-ground in the woods to the 
left. We had been delayed by turning off to Baldwyn and reached 
Clear Greek after 11 a. m" I had determined, i^ I heard nothing from 
the other detachments, to send a courier to you and await orders, but 
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ii* they came to rest during; the day make a leconnaissance at night 
and attack the enemy's camp at or before da;s in the ''r 

men were ordered to remain under arms near their hors* ‘ : 
to take the hits from their inouthvs to enable them to t ake a feed of corn, 

I was ]>roeeedingr to arrange on paper my coniiaaiid, numbers, names 
of officers, so as to organize tlicm, when Captains Cage and Coch- 
ran, of Slenions’ and Adams' commands, rode up and reported. Whih* 
they were speaking, and before 1 could learn anything of their com- 
mand, a gun fired from the vedettes, followed in rapid succession by 
another and another, gave notice of the approach of the enemy, a 
prompt movement to horse was made, but before we could mount a 
rapid fire from the bridge informed us the enemy were there. They 
came in force, yelling and firing. The vedettes and pickets behaved 
well and checked the advance by a steady fire. I made the best forma- 
tion I could with a command just thrown together, many of them to- 
tally nndrilled. Lieutenant-Colonel Wade formed his men as a reserve. 
The enemy formed in line of battle across the whole field on the righr 
of the b;idgv' a^d partially on the lelt, their reserve being larger than 
my whole Ui-ve.and then busily commenced throwing large parties 
upon my flank and skirmishers all along the line of the creek. [ soon 
saw their object was to turn me upon my right and get below^ me upon 
the road to Baldwyii, froni the numbers thej' moved" around, evidently 
supported by infantry. 1 determiuecl to fight them as long as I could 
do so prop(.Tly. In order to engage my attention in front they made 
two sei)ai;ate charges up the hill from the bridge, but were driven back 
in confusion and with loss by a prompt and well-directed fire liom the 
companies in front. Their guns w^ere of longer range tlian ours and 
they poured upon us a constant and rapid fire, fortunately for us aim- 
ing a little too high. 

Fiiidli'.g they were '.ding- us rapidly I rode forw'ard personally 

and examinecl their forces, i then determined to fall back a few huil- 
dred yards and form a newr line in the field upon the road to JMcCk^e’s, 
dismounting most of my men along the fence, Colonel AVade ibrming 
in the field. Finding that I could not maintain this i)osition when 
Colonel Wade left the field, necessarily, from their lire, 1 determined to 
withdraw my command tow^ard the Pontotoc road. I ordered The right- 
about to be sounded and moved off in the direction named in good order. 

I did this for the following reasons ; 1 had accomplished the purposes of 
the scout so far as 1 was able to do so 5 I had fought the enemy suc- 
cessfully for forty minutes with no loss on my part, and I was satisfied 
with loss to him, against superior numbers, "with all the advantage on 
their side of position, preparations and drill and w^eapoiis. I was sat- 
isfied that they had been fully posted by some means as to our move- 
ment and were fully prepared for us, and w'as satisfied tliat by longer 
remaining I must sacrifice the greater portion if not the whole of my 
command. 

I had no loss except one man (Private Adkins, Oomi)any B) very 
slightly wounded in the leg ; one horse escaped, and one slightl^^ wounded 
m the neck, but now' in camp. The loss of the enemy cannot be loss 
than 10 or 15 killed and some w’ounded. 

My whole command followed me at the right-about except Colonel 
WadeAs and Captain (k)chraii’s companies with him. They were near me 
when I moved, and I tliouglit in line, for t rode back "in ])ersou and 
form<‘d my rear guard, inouiring for each eommaiid. The dust was so 
great 1 (mukl not see the separate commands. I soon learned that ho 
was on a road leading to the Pontotoc road. I halted and sent mes- 
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sages back to him, and only moved forward from the creek when in- 
formed by an officer of Colonel Olantoifs regiment that he knew the 
position of Colonel Wade and that he was In advance of him. So far 
as I have been able to learn I sustained no loss in his command. 

I should add that in the commencement I could make no charge in 
body, because to have charged down the hill across the narrow bridge 
and causeway in the face of the heavy reserve of tlie enemy would have 
been imimlitic if not impossible. 

Several men report to me that they saw a piece of artillery in front 
of our left. I did not see this and am not satisfied of its correctness, 
but am satisfied of the presence of infantry. 

In conclusion, I labored under great disadvantages, having no ad- 
viser, iny orderly and sergeant-major being my only aids, with a mixed 
command, whose officers I neither knew by name nor dress. I acted 
according to the best of my judgment ami can only hope that I shall 
meet your approval. 

The conduct of officers and men was good, and I regret that my want 
of ac^qnaintance with them will not permit me to designate them." 

The confusion of formation was the necessary result of want of drill 
and instruction in the command. 

I reached camp after night-fall after a ride of over 40 miles, with heat 
and dust almost insupportable. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

F. LAY, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Oapt. W. A. GooDisojpr. 

[Uidorsement.} 

These reports [Nos. 1 and 2] are so very inconsistent as to require ex- 
planation. Eespectfully returned for that purpose. 

By command of General Bragg : 

GEO. G. GAENEE, 
Asaistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut. Col. W. B. Wade^ 0 . 8. Army. 


JxTNE 15, 1862. 

General ; I am now above Blackland, about 6 miles from it. I have 
seen several citizens who were there day before yesterday, and they 
say there are only 125 men there. They also report two regiments of 
cavalry 2 miles this side of Booneville. I propose, with your consent, 
to attack the party at Blackland to-night if they have not been re-en- 
forced. If you would send a force up the Blackland and Baldwyu road 
to co-operate with me I think they could be attacked in any force. 

Colonel Lay, I suppose, has reported to you the attack upon us at 
Clear Creek and our retiring therefrom. 'V'^y it was I do not under- 
stand. After the enemy had made the attack and were firing upon us 
under cover of the hill he sent for me, and said he intended to fall hack 
about 200 yards behind a field, dismount his regiment, which was armed 
with muskets. At the same time he ordered me to go up the creek 
and flank the enemy with my command. After I had taken my posi- 
tion and waited some time for him to advance his dismounted men — ^for 
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tbs £^iu*iiiV jIkI not ildvauss — I rodt-ibiick to sc6 wbiit be wiis dt)ing, cind 
found tlK*-. lind lei't thi; position at tt'liicli he had dismounted his men 
and were'ranidh’ retiriuf* towaid Baldwjn. I then sent a man to him 
to know «-ht!t I should do. I -waited some time, and not hearing from 
him I ■•'taited 'vith niv comuiaud to hud him. 1 ueut about a mile to- 
ward Baldw vu. and some men that I had in advance came in sight of a 
portion ot his oommaml dr.iw n up behind a fence. They gave them the 
signals, and his men not returning them, one of my men foolishly fired 
upon them. They returned the lire and fell back. I then went to a 
homse a .short distance oil' and dispatched two couriers to look for Colonel 
Lily and to im|uite of him v\liat he was going to do and what 1 should 
do.' I waited mote than two hours, but the men uever returned. I 
found .'■oiiic cotton mid burned it while iliere. 

Xot knowing what to do nor where to find Colonel Lay — and the 
chance , were that if 1 did luertake him 1 would be again fired into— 
I concluded I would go on in the direction of Rienzi, the point men- 
tioned in your instriietioms to the colonel. So I passed on about 
miles west 01 Blacklaud, and am here now, about 0 miles from that place, 
wheie 1 ihall a-wait your orders. There is a wheat field here where I 
can forage my horses. 

Ykv respectfully, 

[W. B. WADE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.] 

[General James E. Chalmers.] 

[Indorsement.] 

June 15, 1862. 

Respectfiilly forwiirded, 

I have received no report yet from Colonel Lay. He was sent out 
with 575 picked men and 1 understand lias returned. Lieutenant-Gol- 
oiiel Wade, vrith 125 men, formed a portion of bis command. J have 
ordered Colonel Wade to make the attack on Blackland to-night, and 
v-ill send Colonel Slemons with 150 men to .5in]>])OTt him if necessary. 

JAHr.S Ib CHALMERS, 

Brigadier^ General, 


JUNE 15-18, 1862. — Expedition to Holly Springs and skirmish at Talla- 
hatchie Bridge, Hiss. 

Report of Maj, Gen, William T, Sherman^ U.8, Army, commanding Fifth 
Division, Army of the Tennessee, 

La GEANaE, June 19, 1862. 

The expedition to Holly Springs returned. Infantry spent two days 
in town and found t]>e people not unfriendly. The cavalry was pushed 
on 20 miles to the "-ciili and dismounted, and attacked the guard at 
Tallahatchie Bridge. We had 4 men wounded, 2 seriously, who were 
carried to the rear and put in a wagon and started for Holly Springs 
and not heard of since. They report 8 of the^enemy killed or 'wounded 5 
that a car loaded with troops arrived and tliey fled back. The officer 
thinks Tallahatchie Bridge was burned by the enemy, but I do not 
believe it; but he reports having actually burned two or three other 
difficult pieces of trestle work some distance to the south of Holly 
Springs. There was at Holly Springs a large establishment for the re- 
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pairiuA’ and raanufacturing of arms, and from telegrams captiuTd it ap- 
])ears that the machinery, tools, &c., have been sent to Atlanta, Ga., 
t !ie muskets to G renada, Miss. Buggies in command at Grenmla ; force 
estimated about 10,000. Dispatches from K. B. Lee, comm jssai'v, maki* 
headquarters at Tupelo. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major^Gcneml. 

Major-General Halleck. 


JUNE 21, 1862.— Expedition to Hernando, and skirmish at Coldwater 

Station, Miss. 

Report of Coh Benjamin E, Grierson, Sixth IUi}iois Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Sixth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, 

Memphis, Tenn., June 23, 18G2. 

General ; In pursuance of your order of June 20, received at 0.35 
]>. in., with five companies of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, Companies G, 
H, I, K, and L, 250 men, together with a portion of the Thtrd Battalitm 
Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, numbering 65 men, in all 315, 1 proceeded 
oil a. forced march to Hernando, Miss., distant 25 miles, to attack the 
forces reported to be there under coinmand of Jeff. Thompson, and 
ca])ture the train expected at that place that day. 

We arrived at Hernando at 5 o’clock on the morning of the 21st, and 
found the telegraph wire had been taken down, and that Thompson 
had moved his forces to Coldwater Station, distant 12 miles trom Her* 
iiando. Upon making a thorough search of the town and vicinity I 
stic<*ceded in arresting four of Jackson’s cavaliy. From there I con- 
cluded to move immediately upon Coldwater Sfation and Bridge, and 
attack the forcTs rei)orTed to be there, 400 strong. 1 left in Hernando as 
a rear guard a detachment of the First Illinois Cavalry, w^ho mimhered 
25 men, under the coinmjind of Lieutenant Lindsay, who had reported 
to me after our arrival, and whom I ordered to follow us to Coldwater 
Station in a half hour after our departure. * We pushed rajadly forward 
toward Coldwater' Depot, hoping to reach that ])oint before ‘the train 
woulil leave. When within three- fourtlus of a mile of or to the right of 
the station, hearing the whistle of the locomotive, we mov(Hl still moie 
rapidly to intercept if possible the train at a point south and beyond 
the station, sending at the same time 30 men to attack the guard said 
to be at Coldwater Railroad Bridge, 1^- miles north of the station. Un- 
fortunately we were a few moments too late to capture the train upon 
which Thompson was leaving, but not too late to charge with impetu- 
osity the rebels assembling at the station to attack us, of whom we killed ' 
3, wounded 7, and captured 9, together with their arms, horses, and 
equipments. Among the wounded was a lieutenant, who was endeav- 
oring to escape upon General Jeff'.’s favorite horse, which was killed in 
the <mgagement. In the mean time the detachment which had been 
dispatched to the bridge upon their arrival there found it burning 
and the enemy cm the opposite bank fleeing. Our men fired upon and 
wounde<l several of them, and captured one on the bridge, who we pre- 
sume applied the incendiary match. Findina' that it was impossible to 
stop the flames or cross the bridge, wdiich was totally destroy ed, the 
• detachment rejoined my command at the station. Here, upon search- 
ing the depot, we found about 15,000 pounds of bacon, a quantity ot 
lard and forage, which we rolled out, piled up, and set on fire, and saw 
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totally consumed. At the same time we burned a car which we sup- 
posed waste be used to transport the commissaiy stores abo\e-ineii- 
tioned to A. M. West, Quartermaster-General of Mississippi, to whom 
they w'ere marked. 

I have already handed you a letter of General eTeff. Tlioiripson, written 
at Hernando, June 19, 1862, to Maj. Ben. Byreum [?], indicatin^^* his move- 
ments; also a notice from Thomas I. Morris to the planters of Be Soto 
County north of Coldwater Eiver, to have their cotton ready for burn- 
ing. The notice seemed to have been thoroughly carried into effect so 
far as we scouted the country on our route. 

BcTi-ivir.;:’ from various sources information which we deemed reliable 
th-j; was approaching Coldwater Depot from Yalabusha, Mar- 

shall County, with 800 cavalry, and expected that day, and that a large 
force of rebels was stationed below Seiiatobia on the railroad, and hav- 
ing . ■ object of our expedition as far as possible, our 

hors- ' , ■ . ■ rapid travel, and the men being continually in 

the saddle for sixteen hours without rest, we started on our return, 
and camped for the night 3 miles north of Hernando. During the night 
our pickets were fired upon, but promptly returned the fiic, coniia^lUng 
the enemy to retire, and they did not venture an attack upon our (iamp. 

The face of the country through which we passed between’ here and 
Hernando is flat and heavily timbered. Numcirous small creeks inter- 
sperse the country, over which are thrown corduroy bridges ])oor in 
construction and not very safe. Beyond Hernando for about 8 miles 
the country is rolling until we arrive within § miles of Coldw^atcr Sta- 
tion, where the country becomes suddenly flat, and the creeks running 
through it are small and winding, with steep banks. Here the timber 
is very heavy and the soil deep and miry. The streams are almost im- 
practicable for cavalry to pass without the aid of bridges rudely imuh^ 
and thrown across. 

In conclusion, both ofiicers and men behaved with coolness mid 
bravery, obeying orders promptly and cheerfully, and gallantly charg- 
ing what they supposed to be a much larger force than our own. ^Vo 
arrived in camp at Memphis at 1 o’clock p. m. June 22. 

Hoping what I have done may meet with your appioval. which was 
fortunately accomplished without the loss ol a man of my command. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GE1EE80N, 

Colonel Sixth Illinois Cavalry, Comdy. ExpecUtmu 

Maj. Gen. Lew. Wallace, CoMdg, Forces, Memphis, Tcnn, 


JTJlfE 25, 1862. — Affair near La Fayette Station, Teun. 

CoL William H. Raynor, Fiffcy-sixtli Ohio Infantry. 

No. 2. — General Orders, No 93, Headquarters Department No. 2. 


ISTo. 1. 

Report of Lieut, Col, William H, Raynor, Fifty-sixth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. 56th Eegt. Ohio Yols., 3d Brig., 3d Div., 
Reserve Corps of Army of the Tennessee. 
Colonel: On Sunday, the 22d instant, in obedience to an order i roin 
you, this regiment, under command of Col. Peter Kinney, proceeded on 
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a train to a point on the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad 28 miles 
irom the city of Memphis, where a bridge across a small stream had 
been burned. The regiment, under the direction of the railroad super- 
intendent, proceeded to reconstruct the bridge. On Tuesday evening 
Colonel Kinney came into the city, and returned on the train Wednes- 
day, which was thrown from the track by the displacement of one of 
the rails, and the cars and locomotive broken up. This occurred about 
one mile above Germantown, and was caused by Jackson’s rebel cavalry, 
who attacked the disabled train, took Colonel Eanney, together with 1 
sergeant and 8 privates, ot Company B, of this regiment, prisoners. On 
the train were quite a number of unarmed men and an armed guard of 
19 men, 10 of whom escaped, as did quite a number of the others, 

I was first informed of these facts Wednesday evening, and at once 
sent Major Yarner, with three comxianies, to reconnoiter, ascertain cer- 
tainly the fate of Colonel Kinney, and assist him if possible. The 
major returned about midnight with the information as above, and also 
that tho colonel had certainly been taken, the cars entirely destroyed, 
and that a force of the enemy was still in our neighborhood. 

This command was encamped on the plantation of a Mr. Davis, to 
whom I gave a pass on Wednesday morning to “ go to mill and get corn 
ground ” at La Fayette. In the evening his slaves gave the information 
that their master (Mr. Davis) had been heard to tell his wife he would 
get a pass to go to mill, but would go to the Southern cavalry and get 
them to drive away the Yankees. This pass was good for one day only, 
yet Mr. Davis had not returned home the next day. A double-barreled 
gun he had loaded ^^for the Yankees” I took j&om Ms house and now 
have. 

The bridge being completed, and also being in communication with 
General Sherman, in accordance to your order (the only one yet at 
that time received), I made preparations to bring back the regiment. 
Having no transportation, I ‘^pressed in” the teams of the neighbors to 
bring in a few rations yet un consumed, baggage, &c. Meantime I re- 
ceived the following note from Colonel Worthington, of General Sher- 
man’s division, which note was addressed to Colonel Kinney or com- 
manding officer of this regiment : 


La. Fayette, Jwns 36, 1862. 

Bear Sir : General Sherman has ordered all his division back to Moscow except 
the Filty-second Indiana, which is to Join yon, and my regiment, the Forty-sixth, 
which is to remain here. If there is any danger I wonld advise yonr faUing back to 
this place, which I will fortify. I have a section of artillery but no horses. Please 
let me know if yon have heard anything important, and if possible come here this 
forenoon. 

Tours, respectfnUy, 

WOETHTNTGTON, 
Colonel Forty-eixth Begiment. 

Colonel Kinney, Fifty-sixth Ohio, 


I answered this note in effect that our orders were to “return to 
Memphis as soon as the bridge was completed or as soon as General 
Sherman’s division came up,” and that I was now acting in obedience 
to that order and preparing to return. An orderly soon came dovra 
with the information that the Fifty-second Indiana were coming to guard 
the bridge. After reaching the neighborhood of OoUiersvjlle and on 
down until this side of Germantown the enemy were hovering all around 
us, but our dispositions for defense probably deterred them from making 
an attack. Lewis H. Hamilton, acting hospital steward, and George 
Lowry, drummer. Company K, straggling to the front against positive 
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orders, ^Yere cHptiired by tlir enemy. 1 ii}>peiid n- list ol* the pjisoners 
taken fiom the train and belonging fo this eoininand. 

1 liave the honor to be* sir, a our most obedanit servant, 

W. e. JJAYNOIt, 

Lieutnumt-Colonel, Commanding Flfty-slvth Ohio Itegiment. 

Col. (’EARLES It. Woods. 

Comdg, Third Brigade^ Third Division^ Army of the Tenn. 

p. 8.— The odicers and men of the Fifty-sixth are jdix >icall\ exhausted 
from their inarch of 30 miles through the heat and dust, accomplished 
inside of twenty hours. At diderent times during Tuesday, Wednes- 
day, and Thursday heavy cannonading was heard in the direction of 
Holly. Springs. Yesterday the sound was distinctly heard all* day with 
short intervals. 


ISTo. 2. 

General Orders^ No, 93, Headquarters JJejpartmega No, 2. 

Gexteral Orders, ) Headquarters Department No. 2, 

No. 93. f Tupelo j July 5, 1802, 

The commander of the forces has to announce to the army a well- 
plamuMl and soldierly executed expedition within the enemy’s lines, 
led by Col. W. H. Jackson, First Tennessee Cavalry, with a portion of 
his j-eginumt. resulting in the capture o'f a Federal colonel and some 
50 non-commissioned officers and privates, and the destruction of a loco- 
motive and train of cars near La Fayette Station, Memphis and Charles- 
ton Railroad, on the 2oth ultimo. 

Cn the 30th ultimo another detachment, under the (‘.oinniand of 
JMnJor Duckworth, in the same vicinity, dashed upon the enemy’s 
pickets and killed 0 and captured 8, with sliglit casualty to his own 
command. 

These affairs are hap]>y presages to the spirit with which this army 
is prepared to enter upon the impending *Mi!:p;ii-M, in emulation of the 
heroic deeds of our brothers iii arms and in blood in Virginia. 

By coniiiiand of General Bragg: 

THOAIAB JORDAN. 

Chief of Staff. 


JUNE 28, 1862. — Skirmishes at and near Blackland, Miss. 
re;p>oi?.T'S. 

No. 1. — ^Bng. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding Army of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

No. 2. — ^Maj. Gilbert Moj'-ers, Third Michigan Cavalry. 


No.l. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William 8. Kosecrmis, IJ. 8. Jr????/, commanding 
Army of the Missmippi. 

Pope’s Headquarters, June 29 , 1862 . 
For the general’s information I report our cavalry picket at Black- 
land was attacked by 70 rebel eavafry yesterday morning at 5 o’clock 
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and 1 private captured. Major Moyers, hearing the firing, started in 
pursuit, overtook them, killed 1, wounded several, captured 2, and chased 
them to within 3 or 4 miles of their camp, 17 miles southwest of Elack- 
land. The rebels threw away swords, pistols, and blankets in their flight. 

Asboth reports a deserter left Tupelo on Thursday evening, who says 
Bragg has 50,000 men there. They expect the next tight at Chatta- 
nooga. Pioneers are out on the road in that direction. ' Twenty days’ 
rations have been ordered. Dr. Yoiinck had left Holly Springs last 
Friday. There was no infantry there ; no cavalry. Jackson and Pin- 
son were out west burning cotton. They said that Tallahatchie bridges 
were being -repaired. Breckinridge was to have been there on Tues- 
day, but did not arrive. People were disappointed. They learned that 
four of his twenty-two regiments at least were to go to Vicksburg. 
General Smith’s conduct at Holly Springs has wrought a great change 
in the feelings of the people. They only fear he is not a fair sample of 
the Union Army. Young ladies concur. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Brigadier- General* 

Colonel Kelton. 


Ko. 2. 

Beport of Maj, Gilbert Moyers^ Third Michigan Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Detach. 7th III. and 3d Mich. Cavalry, 
Gamp near Booneville and BlacMand Boad^ Miss., June 28, 1802. 

This morning soon after sunrise our cavalry picket at Blackland wms 
attacked by about 70 of the enemy. They succeeded in capturing 1 
private and wounding a corporal of Company A. They took no horses 
or arms except what the private they took had about him. Immedi- 
ately on hearing the firing I ordered Company K, Seventh Illinois, to 
mount, their horses being already saddled, and I at once proceeded 
with them to Blackland, learned that the enemy had left about one hour 
previous, started in pursuit, and overtook their rear guard about 7 miles 
trom Blackland. My advance guard charged on them, capturing 1 
private, 2 horses, and horse equipments. We followed up the pursuit 
at a rapid gait for about miles, when a part of the enemy broke 
from the main column and took to the woods. Not having force suffi- 
cient to give them chase and follow up the main body they were allowed 
to escape unharmed. Coming up with them again a sharp skirmish 
ensued, in which one of the enemy was severely wounded ; and what 
other injury they sustained we are not able to say. 

We drove them still on until our horses began to give out and 
within 3 or 4 miles of their camp, which is located about 17 miles in a 
southwesterly direction from Blackland. Their retreat was so rapid that 
they left behind in the road sabers, pistols, blankets, hats, coats, and, 
in short, about everything belonging to the outfit of a trooper. Had I 
more men I could have taken most of them prisoners. As it is, how 
ever, I do not think they will trouble our pickets again soon. We re- 
captured the rifle and pistol they took with their prisoner. The officers 
and men of Company K behaved well. Our horses are very much re- 
duced and need rest. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

G. M07EES, ' 
Major, Commanding Detachment. 

Lieut. Charles Wills, A. A. A. G., First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 
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JOlSrE 30, 1862.—Skirmisli at Bisin^ Sun, Tenn. 
K,3Ur»03R'X’S.' 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U. S. Axmy, comuiaii<ling Distinct of West Ten- 
nessee. 

No. 2. — Col. William Mnngen, Fifth-seventh Ohio Infantry. 


1 ^ 0 . 1 . 

Report of Maj. Gen. Ulysses 8. Grmit^ U. 8. Army^ eomonanding District 

of West Tennessee. 

Memphis, July 1, 1802. 

My particular anxiety lias been to get cavalry to capture and drive 
oftMackson’s, Forrest’s," and Jeff. Thompson’s bands, that are de]>redat- 
ing so much. The only danger I fear is of a raid being made into the 
city and buruiug a part of it. Breckinridge is said to be southeast of 
here, but 1 do not know this to be so and do not credit his being 
nearer than Abbeville. 

The wagon train sent in by General Sherman was attacked yesterday 
afternoon at Eising Sun. A vStampede among the mules ensued, and 
eight of the wagons were broken to pieces and the mutes ran into the 
woods and were not recovered. The rebels were whined off, with a 
loss of 13 killed and wounded picked up on the iiekl, and 12 wounded 
men reported to have been carried to a \ riyhho -’‘g house, but were not 
seen by our men. Loss on our side 3 o-ui'u-d .«..•! 8 teamsters and a 
A\iigun-nuister missing. I telegraphed this to General Bhermau on the 
statement of a wagon-master who came through. His. statement only 
differs from the colonel’s commanding the escort in not knowing much 
about the rebel loss. 

I have defaiiied at the river a regiment of Wallace’s division in- 
tended to re-enforce Colonel Fitch, expecting an answer to my tele- 
gram of last evening. 

XJ. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, Corinth^ Miss. 


Fo. 2. 

Report of Col. William Mungen., Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry., 

Hdqes. Fifty-seventh Eegt. Ohio Vol. Infantby, 

Moscow., Tenn.., July 5, 18G2. 

General: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders 
froni headquarters, 1 pror-ooded with 240 men (inc-lnding officers and 
musicians) to escort :lh train of 07 wagons to Memphis and 

back again to Moscow. That portion of the Fifty-seventh Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantx'y detailed for this purpose was in motion at 3 o’clock a. m. 
on Monday, June 30, 1862. The train and escort took tlie Macon road 
from Moscow pursuant to orders. This road passes through Macon, 
Fisherviile, and near Morning Sun to Memphis. 


See also p. 12. 
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Evidences and iiidica.tions were abundant in the morning that the 
rebels were watching the train and awaiting a favorable opportunity to 
attack us, and from wounded rebels we afterward learned that it was 
their first intention to attack us at Macon, but they did not get up in 
time. They were next going to attack us at Fisherville, but their cour- 
age failed them. 

When within about one mile of the Memphis and iJTashville State road 
we were notified that a large body of the cotton -burning cavalry was 
ahead and would attack the train. I immediately ordered the main 
portion of the troops to the advance, and proceeded" cautiously until we 
arrived at the Memphis and l^ashville road, where we had to turn to 
the left. 

Some circumstances — one of which was a man getting into a buggy at 
Morning Sun, half a mile east of us, and driving off furiously — ^induced me 
to anticipate an immediate attack. This man, I subsequently learned, 
was Colonel Porter, of the cotton-burning thieves, who holds a commis- 
sion in the rebel army. 

At the turn Of the road two companies of my command, Captains 
Wilson and Faulhaber, under charge of the former, were left to repulse 
or hold in check any rebels who might approach. The train kept moving 
onward until its center had reached the turn of the road before spoken 
of, when a body of rebel cavalry, 200 strong, charged furiously upon 
the column from the north, while simultaneously with this movement 
another body of the same kind of troops, of from 120 to 150, charged on 
the right of our rear. Companies G and B, Captains Wilson and Faul- 
haber, poured a well-directed fire into the enemy, which caused them to 
*seek shelter in the woods. The charging and firing together, but prin- 
cipally the firing, caused a stampede among the mule teams, many of 
which became unmanageable and quite a number of wagons were up- 
set — among them the one in which Thomas C. Currie and the six guards 
I had i)laced over him were, and I regret to say that in the confusion 
consequent upon the stampede Currie escaped. Two of the guards are 
missing, and supposed to be taken lorisoner. The wagon was located 
near the center of the train, which was about three-fourths of a mile 
long. 

As soon as the firing commenced the troops in advance, with the 
exception of a small guard, were ordered back to the scene of action on 
double-quick, which order was obeyed with alacrity. Just before the 
advance guard reached the center the rebels showed themselves in force 
in a field on the rear of our right wing. The column was halted, faced 
by the rear rank, and a volley fired, which drove the rebels again to the 
woods. Shortly, however, they rallied, keeping farther from us, and 
attempted to attack and stampede the head of the trhin. Companies A, 
F, and D, First Lieutenant McClure and Captains May and Morrison 
commanding, were sent again forward with rapidity to frustrate the 
rebel designs, which they accomplished satisfactorily. 

The scene of action then turned to the ground in the vicinity of the 
point of intersection of the Macon and Kashville and Memphis roads. 
The rebels occupied the woods immediately north of the said point, and 
also the ground on the south side of the Memphis and Nashville road 
and east of the Macon road. Lieutenant-Colonel Nice was placed in 
. command of the troops on the left wing, occupying the south of the 
Macon road, and advancing, drove the enemy entirely from the rear of 
the train, while with a portion of the right wing deployed as skirmish- 
ers and another portion, to support them I scoured the woods on the 
north of the road, driving the rebel cavalry before us until they were 
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forced into tbe open plantation, or cleared land, surrounding Morning 
Sun. They passed around the village-. to the south and passing 

ill sight oi* our troops but nearly of a mile distant. As 

soon as they got into the open ground the stampede became nearly as 
great among them as it had previously been among the mules. About j 

100 of them, as above stated, fled in the greatest precipitancy to the | 

northeast, while a greater proportion of them fled to the south, passing i 

in front of our left wing, receiving the lire of that portion of the regiment | 

under the command of Lieutenaut-Oolonel Rice. It will be remembered 
that in our flriiig we faced by the rear rank during a great part of the 
action. 

This ended the fighting, except a few shots^fired at straggling rebels, 
but at such distance that it is not probable that they produced any | 
eflect. At tbt^ time Lieutenant- Colonel Rice was placed in command 
of the left wing it appears that a majority of the rebels were in his 
front. 

TVe Iiad C wagons damaged by the stampede of the mules, the poles 
or tongues of three of them bein”’ broken, the coupling, or reach, of an- 
other broken, the rounds of i la- iroiu wheels of another, and some part 
of the running gear of the other injured. We lost 31 mules and a few 
sets of harness, a ])ortion of the harness being cut by the rebels whose 
horses had been killed or disabled in the action, who took the mules to 
ride off in them haste to get beyond the reach of our guns. 

The rebel loss, as nearly as can be ascertained, was 9 killed aud 18 
w^ounded ; a total of 137. *1 have heard from rebel sources since the ac- 
tion that 131 were found lying on the field the day after the fight, which, 
if true, would swell the rebel loss to 37 killed and wounded. The 
attack was made upon us .between 5 and Op. in. on the 30th of JuneJ 
A. I). 1802. We killed and disabled 0 rebel horses and captured 5 more. 

1 cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the officers and men of 
the Fifty-s<wenth Ohio Regiment outhat occasion. Lieuteiiaut-Colouel 
Rice distinguished him^self, as did Captain Wilson. In short, the en- 
tire ivgiiiienr, or that portion of it present as an escort, could not have 
behaved better had they been veterans, for every officer and man seemed 
only anxious to do his duty, aud no sign of fear or faltering was ex- 
hibited. 

On our way from Memphis to Moscow returning' we were watched 
closely by Jackson’s cavalry. At Germantown Colonel Grierson kindly 
furnished an escort of 60' good cavalry, under command of Captain 
Boicourt. They accompanied us as far as La Fayette. Our advance 
guard saw rebel cavalry frequently on the way, but they did not at- 
tack us. 

Very respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

W. MUNGEN, 

Colonel^ Comdg, Fifty-seventh Begt. Ohio VoL Infantry. 

M. L. Smith, 

BiHg. Gen.^ Comdg. Brig.^ 'ist Biv., Army West Tenn. 


[Indorsement.] 

HEADQtTAIta’BES, 
Moscow, Tmn., July 9, 1862. 

It affords me great pleasure to forward this report of Colonel Mungen. 
The successful defense of this train and heavy punishment inflicted on 
the enemy have prevented all annoyance to travel on the Memphis 
road since that event. It has also inspired the men with more confi- 
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ACTION Near booneville, Miss. 

denco when acting against the dreaded cavalry. I call to the notice of 
the general commanding the district the handsome conduct of Colonel 
Mungen, Lieutenant-Colonel Eice. Captain Wilson, and others. 

W. T. SHEEMAK, 

Major- Gmeral^ Commanding Fifth Division. 
Oapt. John A. Eatvlins, A. A. G., Memphis^ Tenn. 


JULY 1, 1862. — ^Action near Booneville, Miss. 

JEUSOPOlEl'TS, ETC. 

No. Tt— fJrig. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, IT. S. Array, commanding Army of the Mis- 
sissippi, with congratulatory order. 

No. 2.— Brig. Gen. Gordon Granger, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, Army 
of the Mississippi, with congratulatory order. 

3.— CoL Philip H. Sheridan, Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, Cavalry Division. 


m. 1 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. William 8. BoseeranSy JJ. 8. Army^ commanding 
Army of the Mississippiy ivith congratulatory order. 

Headquarters, Judy 1, 1862. 

The following dispatch has been received from Colonel Sheridan at 
Booneville : 

I was attached this morning hy from eight to ten regiments of cavalry, under com- 
mand of General Chalmers, and have driven them hack. They attacked my advanced 
guard about 2 miles southwest of Booneville, on the Blackland road. I immediately 
supported it by one battalion of my own regiment, and then sent additional supports. 
I then directed Captain Alger, with two companies of the Second low'a and two com- 
panies of mv own regiment, to charge them in the rear— this w^ handsomely done— 
and at the "same time Major Coon, of the Second Iowa, with his battalion, to make 
a dash in front and on their left. This haltered the enemy very much and enabled 
nne to hold them during the whole day. About 3.30 p. m. they commenced retreating. 
H rearet that I am not able to follow them up. I sent for MiznePs cavalry to Rienzi; 
.also lor artillery support from General Asboth. They have not arrived. I ha^ jimfc 
written to General Asboth that I wiUnot need infantry support. You had better be 
tthe iudee. The enemy will not again attack me to-day, and probably have retreated 
Ifinallv. My command behaved handsomely. I regret the loss of some officers and 
3 men • I do not as yet know how many. The enemy have been badly injured. This 
’.force came from (fupelo and SaltiUo. I learn this, as well as their strength, from 

.prisoners taken. p. H. SHERIDAN, 

Colmel, Commanding Second Brigade, Cavalry Diviaton. 


Major-General BLallboe. 


W. S. EOSECEAHS, 

Brigadier- General. 


.Oenerad Orders, > Hdqrs. Army or the Mississippi, 

Ifo. 81. J 2, 1862. 

The general commanding announces to this army that on the Ist in- 
stant Ool. P. H. Sheridan, Second Michigan Cavalry, with eleven com- 
nanies of the Second Michigan and eleven companies of the Second 
Iowa Cavalry, was attacked near Booneville hy eight regiments ot rebel 

2 R R — ^VOD xvn 
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cavalry un<l(‘r Chalmers, and after an eight-hours^ fight defeated and 
drove them back, leaving their dead and wounded on the field. The 
coolness, determination, and fearless gallantry displayed by Colonel 
Sheridan and the ofiScers and men of his command in this action de- 
serve the. thanks and admiration of the army. 

The general eoimnanding likewise takes occasion to signalize the gal- 
lantry of Colonel Minty, and the troops of the Third Michigan Cavalry, 
who under his command met and drove thrice their number of rebel 
cavalry toward Baldwyn, on the Blackland road, on the 14th ultimo ; 
and to Major Moyers, Third Mh-higar Cavalry, of his command, with 
Company K, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, who attacked a rebel advanc'c 
on Blackland and chased their cavalry to within 4 miles of Ellistown, 
on the 28th ultimo, killing, wounding, and taking prisoners. 

He compliments Brig, Gen. G. Granger for the signal services the 
cavalry under his command have been and are still rendering to this 
army, and trusts that increasing ambition, care, watchfulness, and zeal 
for instruction, discipline, and order may add more to its efficiency and 
renown. 

By order of General Eoseerans, U. S. Army : 

W. L. ELLIOTT, 

sBrigadier-Oeneral and Chief of Staf, ^ 


Ko. 2. 

R^ort of Brig. Gen. Gordon Granger^ U. S. Army^ commanding Oa/valry 
Bivisiony Army of the Miesisdjgpiy with • ■■ ■ . order. 

Hdqbs. Cay. Drv., Aemy of the Miss., July 5, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to report that on July 1 the Second Bri- 
gade of my division, composed of the Second Iowa and Second Miohignii 
Cavalry, under the command of Col. P..H. Sheridan, was attacked by 
a force of the enemy^s cavalry nupibermg 4,700 men. The ougngomout 
lasted from 8.30 a. m. until 3.30 p. m., when the enemy retreated, and 
were pursued by our troops for 4 miles. Our whole number engaged 
was but 728. Our loss was 41 killed, wounded, and missing. From 
many sources of information I learn the loss of the enemy was very se- 
vere, no less than 65 dead rebels having been picked up in front of our 
lines. 

It affords me great pleasure to bring to your notice the excellent 
is-auagenu'iir of rhe troops by Colonel Sheridan and the bravery and 
ru*)lnc>> displayed by his officers and men. Their resistance to over- 
powering numbers was most stubborn, and I commend them to your 
especial consideration. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. GEANGEE, 
Brigadiei-- General. Commanding. 

General W. L. Elliott, 

Chief of Staff y Army of the Mississippi. 

Geitoral Orders, > Hdqrs. Cat. Biv., Army of the Miss., 

^0- ^3. ( July 3, 1862. 

The general commanding refers with pride to General Orders, No. 81, 
Hojidqnnrtor< Army of the Mississippi, July 2, 1862, wMch he directs 
to Ik- puijIi.'.iKKl at the head of each company in this command. 
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A soldier’s dearest meed is the consciousness that liis duties to his 
country have been well and worthily performed, and next to this is the 
reflection that his conduct is rightfully appreciated by his country and 
his superiors in command. 

The commanding general is happy to know that this meed of com- 
mendation was never more nobly earned or better deserved than by the 
soldiers of this division, and no greener laurels have been won in this 
great struggle by the hardy sons of the West than those of the cavalry 
division of the Army of the Mississippi. 

By ordei? of G-eneral Granger : 

E. O. SELFEIDGE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 

Se^ort of Ool. Philip H. Sheridan^ Second Michigan Cavalry^ command- 
ing Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division. 

Hdqbs. Secoiot BnieABE, Cavalry Division, 
Gamp on King^s Greeks Miss.^ July 2, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor t% report that, in obedience to your instruc- 
tions, I established my brigade, consisting of the Second Michigan and 
Second Iowa Cavalry Eegiments, at Booneville, Miss., June 28, and 
threw out strong pickets on the numerous roads approaching that place. 

On the morning of July 1 a cavalry command of between 4,000 and 
5,000 'men, under General Chalmers, advanced toward Booneville on 
two converging roads. The head of their column on the Booneville* 
and Blackland road came in contact with my pickets 3^ miles south- 
west of Booneville. This picket, under command of Lieutenant Scran- 
ton, Second Michigan Cavalry, fell back slowly, taking advantage of 
every tree to fire from, until they came to the point where the second 
road on which the enemy was advancing intersected this road. At this 
point our pickets had a strong position and good cover, and were pres- 
ently re-enforced by a second company and subsequently by three com- 
panies more, all of Second Michigan, under command of Capt. Campbell. 

The enemy had up to this time. only shown the heads of his columns. 
At this point our resistance was so great that the enemy was obliged 
to deploy two regiments on the right and left of the road. Informa- 
tion was then sent to me that the enemy was in force. I sent word to 
Captain Campbell to hold the enemy until I could support him, and if 
necessary to fall back slowly. Previous to this time I had stationed 
one battalion Second Iowa in Booneville. I then directed Colonel 
Hatch to leave one company of his re^ment in camp and take the 
balance of his regiment and the battalion in Booneville, except two 
saber companies, and form in rear of Captain Campbell, cover his flanks, 
and support him by a charge should the enemy break his lines. 

While this was being done the enemy attempted to drive Captain 
Campbell from his position by a charge through the open field. In this 
they did not succeed, but were gallantly repulsed with great loss, my 
men reserving their fire until they were within 25 or 30 yards, when 
they opened on them with their Colt’s revolving rifles. They then com- 
menced turning the flanks of Captain Campbell’s position, when he re- 
tired to another strong position iu his rear. As soon as the enemy saw 
him retiring they again charged him, but he succeeded in repelling 
them, by collecting his men together in groups, when a hand-to-hand 
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conflict took place, tlie men in some cases nsiug the hntts of their guns. 
At this time Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, Second Iowa, came up with his 
supports, and this position was maintained for a considerable length of 
time. The enemy again commenced his flanking movements, passii-n- 
around our left, crossing the railroad, and approacliing the lei'r ol' our 
camp. I then determined to turn their left flank, and made a bold dash 
at their rear. This was handsomely executed by Captain Alger, Second 
JMichigan, with four saber companies, two from Second Michigan and 
two from Second Iowa. The captain pa^^sed around their left flank, by 
a circuitous route, until he c.mu- dnvclly on their rear, on the Black- 
land road. He then charged the enemy with sabers and drove them 
until their overwhelming numbers obliged him to retire. 

At the same time that I gave the order to Gaptain Alger to attack 
their rear I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, Second Iowa, to move a 
portion of his regiment to their left flank, and if a good opportunity 
occurred to make a charge. This movement was finely executed and 
a dash made successfully at their left flank. The charge of Captain 
Alger directly in their rear and the dash made at them on their left 
by Major Coon, of the Second I- ' ■ '1 ■ ■ with the determined and 

stubborn resistance of Captain < ^ - -* , ■ his 160 riflemen in front, 

so much disconcerted the enemy that they commenced falling backj 
leaving a large number of their dead and wounded officers and men on 
the field and were followed up a distance of 4 miles. At this point the 
enemy crossed a difficult swamp, and night coming on, the pursuit was 
abandoned and the troops ordered to return to camp. 

Our loss in this affair was: Elilled, wounded, 24; missing, 16. 
Total casualties, 41. The loss of the enemy must have been severe, 
as we were occupying good positions all the time and well covered, 
while they used the open ground for their deployment. They have 
taken a number of wagons from the people to carry off their dead and 
wounded. Among the wounded that fell into our hands are two lieu- 
tenants, who will die. 

I respectfully bring to the notice of the general the good conduct of 
the officers and men of my command. Colonel Hatch, Major Coon, 
Captains Gilbert and Queal, Second lowa^ Captain Campbell, Captain . 
Alger, Captain Wells, Captain Schuyler, and Lieutenants Scranton, 
Hutton, and Nicholson, of the Second Michigan, all behaved with great 
gallantry. Major Hepburn, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Lee, 
and Lieutenant Thatcher, who acted as aides during the day, are de- 
serving of great praise. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHEEIDAN, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade^ Ca/calry Bivieion, 

Oapt. E. O. SELPBrDGE, A, A. Oav, JDiv.^ Army of the Miss, 


JULY 1, 1862. — Skinnish near HoUy Springs, Miss. 

Rejgort of Brig, Qen, James W. Benvery TI, 8, Army,, command tug Third 
Brigade j Mfth Bivision^ Army of the Tennessee, 

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Fifth Div., Army of the Tenn., 

Moscow,, Tenn,^ July 15, 1802. 

General : Ha^ing on the 1st instant crossed Coldwater Creek on 
the road from this place to Holly Springs, Miss., in obedience to orders 
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received from your assistant adjutant-general, I pushed on w'ith my 
brigade and the Morton (Indiana) Battery, Captain Mueller, the Fourth 
Eegiment Illinois Cavalry being in advance, until arriving about miles 
from Holly Springs, where a sharp skirmish was going on with the 
enemy^s cavalry. The enemj" had fired from ambush on our cavalry at 
very short range, but only killed 1 man and wounded 3 others. Our 
cavalry dismounted, and very gallantly entering the bushes, although 
greatly outnumbered, drove the enemy from the ground. The firing 
still continuing pretty sharp in front, and three considerable bodies of 
the enemy’s cavalry having shown themselves near the town, I ordered 
up the Forty-eighth Eegiment Ohio Yolunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Parker commanding, to re-enforce the cavalry, still engaged as skir- 
mishers, when I received your orders to halt and not advance any 
farther. The regiment was halted, and soon afterward the cavalry re- 
tired to the rear. I was very much embarrassed at the moment, be- 
lieving as I did that if I should retire it would be an invitation for 
the enemy, still in sight, to attack us. I could see no infantry, however, 
in the enemy’s lines, and although the distance was near or quite IJ 
miles, I determined if possible to drive them away with artillery. I 
therefore brought up a section of Captain Mueller’s battery, which 
opened on them, when, after the firing of a few rounds, they fied "through 
the town and disappeared from our view. 

In this little affair the only troops actually engaged with the enemy 
were the small remnant of the Fourth Eegiment Illinois Cavalry, com- 
manded by Major Gibson, and no troops could have behaved better. 

The enemy, as we afterward learned, were about 1,500 strong; but 
at the first discharge of Captain Mueller’s guns they began to move off, 
and by the third discharge they w^ere in full flight. 

After sending the cavalry and some of my staff" through the town I 
returned to Coldwater with my command, in accordance with your 
orders. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. DEIIYEE, 
Brigadier-Generalj Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Commanding Fifth Division^ Army of the Tennessee, 



JULY 5, 1862. — Skirmish on the Hatehie River, Miss. 

Eejgort of First Lieut, Bcmiel M. Caldwell^ Third Michigan Cavalry^ Aide- 

de-Camp, 

Eienzi, Miss., July 5, 1862 — 10 p. m. 
Captain : Major lilelson, of the Sevehth Illinois Cavahy, reports the 
enemy, 411 strong, occupying the Hatehie Bottom. One hundred of 
their "force were at I^olin’s this morning. - Want of water compelled 
the major to return to his camp here. He had a slight skirmish with 
the enemy’s advance; killing* 1 man, taking 1 prisoner, and losing 1 
horse killed. 

H. M. CALDWELL, 

First Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Camp, 

Oapt. E. O. SELFRinaE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Edgrs, Cavalry Division, 
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JULY 10-11, 1862. — Expedition to Gnntown, Miss. 


Report of Gapi. IColert 0. Self ridge, U. S. Army, Aseistant Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Gavc'lrij Division, Army of the Mississippi. 


Hdqes. Oat, Dit., Aemt oe the Miss., July 12, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to submit the following reiiort of an 
expedition with a flag of truge to Guntown, Miss., by Col. P. H. Sheri- 
dan, Second Midiigiin 0iivalr5^, and myself; 

Leaving Colonel Sheridan’s camp, between Eienzi and Booneville, at 
4 o’clock on the morning of the 10th instant, we proceeded by the Ja- 
cinto road to Booneville ; thence in a southwesterly direction, via Crock- 
ett’s and Tate’s, on the Carrollville road. Learning at Tate’s of a picket 
being stationed at Canullville we turned eastward for 2 miles, thence 
southward for 2 miles farther, to Baldwyn. Learning at this place of a 
picket on the right-hand road quite near to Baldwyn we turned off to 
the eastward across the railroad, and proceeded in a southeastwardly 
direction, l-iiC'-Vi.g h; pass to the eastward of Guntown and strike 
Tupelo from tin- I'uii'):! road; but the absence of water and the sufler- 
ing condition of our animals precluded this idea, and we were reluc- 
tantly compelled to turn back to Guntown after striking the Fulton 
road 1 or 2 miles south of that place. 

In the village of Guntown we found the first picket of the enemy, 
who received us most cordially, and by whom we were provided with 
an excellent camp for our escort and most hospitable quarters for our- 
selves at the house of a Mr. Thomas. On the morning of the 11th we 
were waited upon by Cols, J. Wheeler and Tracy, of the Nineteenth 
Alabama ; Captain Lenoir, of General Bragg’s staff, and Captain Eob- 
eitson, of the artillery, who received our dispatches, and with whom we 
excliaiiged newspapers and discussed in the most friendly manner the 
various topics of the day, from which we gathered: 

First, that their main force is now at and near Tupelo and numbers 
from 70,000 to 75,000 strong. Second, that the army, since the evacua- 
tion of Corinth, has been thoroughly reorganized, and is now under the 
sole command of General Bragg. Third, that General Beauregard is in 
disgrace, and is charged with the loss of victory at Shiloh and with want 
ot success at Corinth. Fourth, that no movement is contemplated by 
them until the mali.ruig and of the jiresent corn crop. Fifth, 

that when they do advance it wnl be upon our right flank and as far 
to the westward as Holly Springs. 

We retoued, by a circuitous route, through Carrollville and Black- 
laud, leaving Baldwyn and Booneville to the right, and reached camn 
at midnight on the 11th. 


The county, after leaving Twenty Mile Creek, is entirely destitute 
ot water, and even this stream is rapidly failing, and will be entirely 
dry in two weeks. The roughness of the country about Booneville be- 
comes still more rough and rugged beyond Baldwyn. the hills even in 
many places approaching the mountainous, covered by a vegetation so 
dense as to completely cover the ground. The character of iiie country 
precludes the passage of troops, unless at vast labor and expense. We 
lound none of the enemy’s pickets after passing 2 miles north of Gun- 


lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ , . „ , . E- O. SBLFEIDGB, 

Captain and Assistant Adjuta/Kt-Qeneral Cavalry Division, 
Brig. Gen. W. L. Elliott, Chief of Staff, Armj of the Miss, 
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JULY 13, 1862.— Skirmish near Wolf River, Tenn. 

Report of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman^ U. 8. Army, commanding Fifth 
Division, Army of the Tennessee. 

Moscow, July 14, 1862. 

Yesterday one of our forage trains, guarded by 50 cavalry, was fired 
on by a party that immediately fied, having killed 1 man and wounded 
3 of ours. The attacking party was composed of horsemen, but their 
dress was not clearly seen in the ambush. I believe they were citizens, 
hastily called together to fire on the train as it was returning loaded, 
and have sent a strong party to bring in 25 of the most prominent of 
the vicinity, each with a horse, saddle, and bridle, whom I wish to send 
to La Grange and thence under guard to Columbus by to-morrow^s 
train. I am satisfied we have no other remedy for this ambush firing 
than to hold the neighborhood* fully responsible, though the punish- 
ment may fall on the wrong parties. The scene of the occurrence was 
7 miles out south of Wolf River, and miles from where I have a regi- 
ment on picket. 

W. T. SHERMAK, 

Major-General. 

Greneral Hadleok. 


JULY 20, 1862. — Affair at Hatchie Bottom, Miss. 

Report of Lieut Col. Robert E. G. Minty, Third Michigan Cavalry. 

Rienzi, Miss., July 20, 1862. 

Company H, on picket at Hatchie Bottom, cut off this morning at 2 
o’clock. I fear that Lieutenant Scheffler and 29 men have been taken 
prisoners. 

R. H. G. MINTY, 

Lieutenant Colonel Third Michigan Cavalry. 

General Granger. 


JULY 26-AUGUST 1, 1862, — ^Expedition from Holly Springs, Miss., to 
Bolivar and Jackson, Tenn. 

R^ort of Col. Joseph Wheeler, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, 

Holly Springs, Miss., August 1, 1862. 

Geiseral : I have the honor to report that on the 19th ultimo I re- 
ceived orders to relieve General Chalmers in command of the Cavalry 
Brigade. I learned from him that part of the brigade had been ordered 
to select some point in Mississippi to recuperate their horses and the 
balance were then marching by regiment toward Tupelo. Every pos- 
sible exertion was used to intercept the command and order it back 
toward Holly Springs ; but on account of the regiments being much 
separated it was impossible to concentrate sufficient force to accomplish 
any object before the 25th ultimo, at which time I started toward Ten- 
nessee with parts of Jackson’s, Wade’s, Pinson’s, and Siemens’ regi- 
ments — ^in all about 1,000 men. 

On my first arrival at Holly Springs, in accordance with instructions. 
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I called upon General Yillepigue for some infantry to aid in attacking 
the garrison at Grand Junction and destroying the railroad above that 
place ; but as the enemy left Grand Junction on the night of the 23d 
and 24th ultimo, the same night our troops left Abbeville, I ordered 
the infantry to return as soon as they had created the impression that 
a general advance of our forces was intended in the direction of West 
Tennessee. The enemy left about 200 bales of cotton at the Junction, 
which was destroyed the next day. 

My plan was to menace the enemy at Bolivar, burn the railroad 
bridges between that place and Jackson and above Jackson, then con- 
centrate at Wellwood and attack Jackson, destroying the stores and 
cotton at that place. Before reaching Bolivar by about 10 miles Colonel 
Jackson’s was ordered back by General Villepigue, leaving 

me with but 5UO men. All the ferries over the Hatchie Eiver had been 
(li^sti‘o\'ed by the enemy, which obliged our troops to swim or ford. 

^Vllile driving in the enemy’s pickets on the northwest and south of 
Bolivar we so thoroughlj’^ shut them in as to enable us to send out a 
large number of squads of men to buim cotton which had been seized 
or purchased by the enemy. This we continued to do during the entire 
r\i-. ilM :«v!. burning in all about 3,000 bales, a ^ p'.rt of which had 
;i. r!' -M.i; to the enemy and much of which ■- • transported to 
their strong posts ; but so great was their alarm that they allowed us 
to burn cotton undisturbed almost within sight of their intrenched 

pijNi'ion's. 

i sent a man into Bolivar before attacking their pickets to inform the 
commandiug officer that a large force was advancing, which so increased 
their alarm as to cause General McClernand to re-enforce Bolivar from 
Jackson and Humboldt with about 3,000 men and to call for further 
re-enforcements from Corinth, which wcio promptly sent to him, and 
also to keep their troops underarms for ihiin i wo days and nights. 

A few hours after the Federals had passed from Jackson to Bolivar 
the railroad bridge and telegraph wire across Clover Creek were burned* 
and the Federal guard kept at bay by a detachment under Colonel 
Pinson, and the next night we so succeeded in drawing off the enemy 
as to enable another detachment to drive off the guard above Jackson 
and burn a high trestle work for a distance of 20 yards at a point about 
8 miles above the said place. The telegraph was also destroyed a con- 
siderable distance. In this we were aided by a company of 23 Partisan 
Kangers under Captain Henderson, who reported to nae for duty as I 
entered Tennessee. In crossing the river this detachment was attacked 
by the enemy and at first thrown into confusion, but they soon rallied 
and drove the enemy from the field. 

In this engagement some men and horses were taken by the enemy, 
but they were recaptured by us in an engagement the following morn- 
ing, at which time we thoroughly defeated the enemy, capturing 40 
prisoners, with their arms and horses. We also attacked the enemy 
near Middleburg, drove them jfrom the field, r.r.! m lug |>:‘i-oners, horses, 
arms, wagons, and 300 bales of cotton enro i;* :u The cotton 

was burned and other property brought to our lines. We also captured 
the block-house and destroyed several large railroad trestles and tore 
up the railroad for many miles. 

Having received orders from department headquarters to return with 
all the command except one small regiment, I was obliged to abandon 
my intention of making a demonstration upon Jackson, and therefore 
returned immediately by way of Somerville to this place, arriving on 
tbi? Oyening of August ‘ t ? p 
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'With but 500 cavalry, mucb worn and jaded by previous service 
and privation, we penetrated some 70 miles behind the enemy’s lines, 
destroyed the railroad bridges in his rear, and met him in eight sepa- 
rate engagements, in all of which, except the skirmish of Captain Hen- 
derson, he was thoroughly defeated, many of his horses and men being 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners by our troops, who were only pre- 
vented from continuing their pursuit by the close proximity of large 
bodies of the enemy. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

JOS. WHEELER, 
Colonel^' Comma/nding. 


JULY 27, 1862 . — ASair near Toone’s Station, or Lower Post Perry, Tenn. 

Ueport of Gajgt, James J. DollinSj Stewarth Battalion Illinois Cavalry » 

Bolivak, July 21^ 1862. 

Geneeal : I am at this place. I reconnoitered the ground where I 
had the fighting to-day. About 1 p. m. found ^e enemy’s cavalry 
posted on your side of the river. They are about 200 strong. I learn 
from a reliable source that some had crossed the river by swimming at 
Estanaula Ferry, where I destroyed the boats yesterday. I have just 
seen General McClernand’s dispatch to General Ross, saying Major 
Stewart is sent to re-enforce me. After reconnoitering to-day I fell 
back to Toone’s Station, 6 miles. They followed us to within 3 miles of 
that place. 

Major Stewart had better come there, as I think their intention is to 
overpower the guards and burn the cotton at that place. What shall 
I do Will wait your orders. All here on hand and will wait a few 
minuted for an answer. My dead are yet on the field. 

JAMES J. DOLLINS, 

Gajytain. 

General Logan. 


JULY 27-29, 1862. — ^Expedition from Blenzi to Ripley, Miss. 

Report of GoL Albert L, Lee^ Seventh Kansas Cavalry, 

Camp neae Ribnzi, Miss., 

July 29, 1862. 

SiE : I would respectfully report that on the 27th instant, at 7 p. m., 
pi^rsuant to orders, I left my camp with a command of 400 cavalry, 
moving on the town of Ripley. I arrived at the crossing of the Hatchie 
River and Bottom at 11 o’clock 5 found the bildges destroyed and was 
obliged to turn back, effecting a crossing 2 miles above. 

At daylight I was 14 miles from Ripley. Approaching that town, I 
learned from a negro that the enemy had then in camp, 5 miles lie- 
yond and southwest of the town, a re^ment of cavalry 600 strong. 
The negro had left the camp that morning. Taking him as guide, I 
passed on through Ripley toward the camp. Arriving within a mile, I 
met a negro, who stated that the enemy had hurriedly left his camp an 
hour before. Entering at a gallop, we captured, as they were leaving, 3 
isoldiers of the enemy. Two were armed with Sharps rifles, Colt’s navy 
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revolvers, aud sabers. All were mounted. A small party sent ahead 
soon reported that the enemy had already advanced so far that it would ; 

he impossible for us with our jaded horses to pursue successfully. I 
placed my force in camp for rest and feed, r< turr-’U" to Eipley with 
one company to take posse.ssion of the town, i round there Colonel 
Hatch, with the Second Iowa Cavalry, just arrived. I arrested Judge 
Thompson, as ordered, aud handed him over to Colonel Hatch. Davis, i 
whom I was instructed to arrest, had escaped at daylight that morning, | 

having been informed of our r. : ■‘■.‘.i b. Allen could not be found. | 

At 2 o’clock the Second lov I . f. -. I ordered my command back ' 

to Hipley. While awaiting it I arrested the postmaster of the town 
and seized a considerable mail. This, with the prisoners and their 
horses, I have already reported at headquarters. ' 

At 6 p. m. 1 left Eipley with my whole command ; encamped near 
the Hatchie, and entered my own camp about noon this day. 

Information obtained regarding movements and position of the en- 
emy, &c., I have already communicated to the brigade commander. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Colonel Commanding Seventh Kansas Volunteers. 

Lieut. GrEOBCtE Lee, 

Actg. Asst. A^t. Gen,, Hdgrs. Second Brig., Cam. Dim. ! 


JULY 28, 1862. — Skirmish near Humboldt, Tenn. 

Bqtorts of Brig. Gen. GrenviUe M. Dodge, U. 8. Army. 

Headquabtees, 
Trenton, lerm., -July 28, 1862. 

The attack was made early this morning about 8 miles south of 
Humboldt on two companies of my cavahy. They attacked in front 
and rear, and I have no doubt but our cavalry behaved badly, scat- 
tered and ran. Bryant immediately made preparation for them, and 
is now pushing through to connect with the Jackson forces. There.is 
no doubt of there being a large body of the enemy south of the Hatchie, 
aud that these attacks are made by parties from that force. They took 
Brownsville two or three days ago and are destroying immense quan- 
tities of cotton. I am posted on all their movements so far, but I can- 
not get a satisfactory account of the strength of the baud north of the 
Hatchie. All my cavalry are under Bryant, and have gone with in- 
structions to open the road to Jackson at all hazards. Loss this morn- 
ing 10. 

G. M. DODGE, 

. „ , „ ^ Brigadier-General. 

Brig. Gen. I. P. Quinby, CoVumhus, Ky. 


Hdqbs. Obnteaxi Division oe the Mississippi, 
Trenton, Tenn., July 29, 1862. 

Captain : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movements of troops in my division for the past few days : 

^After the attack on my forces near Humboldt aud their dispersion 
of the enemy I ascertained that a force had been sent from Jackson to 
attack the enemy near Eipley, Lauderdale County ; also that a force 
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of the memy was threatening Bolivar. I ordered Colonel Bryant to 
take all the cavalry, with a force of infantry, to follow up the enemy’s 
forces north of the Hatchie Elver and toward Brownsville, at the same 
time starting a force from here toward Dyersburg. 

Last night Colonel Bryant encamped in rear of the enemy’s forces at 
Poplar Corners and is still following them. I trust, in connection with 
the Jackson forces, he will cut off their retreat across the Hatchie and 
thereby bag them. The enemy’s forces are on the increase both north 
and south of the Hatchie. Those north I believe I shall be able to at- 
tend to, but they are so slippery and dodge through such small holes 
that they may evade me. 

As I have taken charge of the bridge south of Humboldt I shall 
endeavor to so guard it that no small band of the enemy can take or 
destroy it. I have in process of erection there a strong block-house, 
which when linished will add greatly to the strength of the position. 
The bridge burned I have had rebuilt, and one hour after we obtained 
l)ossessiou of the road had telegraphic communication south. 

1 must say that the strain upon my health and nerves lately has not 
added much to the state of my health, though I have full faith I shall 
weather it and get through safe. I would be glad to visit Columbus, 
as the general suggests, but it is not best just at this time. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Capt. M. Eochbstee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Columbus^ Ky. 



JULY 29, 1862. — ^Affair at Hatchie Bottom, near Denmark, Tenn. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. John A. Logan^ TJ. 8. Army. 

Jaoeson, July 29, 1862. 

(Eeceived at Corinth July 29, 1862.) 

My cavalry, 75 in number, under Major Stewart, overtook the en- 
emy’s cavalry to-day some 25 miles from here — down the Hatchie 
Eiver — attacked and routed them, killing and wounding quite a num- 
ber, taking 10 prisoners. Our lo^s, 1 killed 3 or 4 wounded. Our cav- 
alry still in pursuit. 

JOHH A. LOGAH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Grant. 


Jackson, July 30, 1862. 

(Eeceived at Corinth July 30, 1862.) 

Yesterday evening Major Stewart and cavalry were defeated, having 
met a large force near Denmark, some 15 miles from here. Our loss 
considerable in Idlled, wounded, and prisoners. He thinks the force 
was about 400. 

My information is that Jackson has crossed the greater part of his 
regiment over the Hatchie on this side, having crossed in squads, for 
several days. 

JOHN A. LOGAN, 

Brigadier- General, 

Majox’-Geueral Grant. 
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AUGUST 4-7, 1862.— Reconnaissance from Jacinto to Bay Springs, Miss., 

and skirmish. 

Eevort of Brig. Gen. Eohert B. Mitchell, TJ. S. Army, commandmg Birsi 
Brigade, Fourth Division, Army of the ■ ■ V' */'/''*• 

Hdqrs. First Brig-., Fourth Div., Army of the Miss., 

luha, Miss., August 9, 1862. 

General. : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders 
received from your headquarters, I proceeded on the morning of the 
4th instant with all my command, < tl o Thirty-fifth Illinois 

Volunteers and one section of the iljiiih!* '\ Battery, in the 

direction of luka, Miss., 12 miles. 

Having dispatched a messenger to that point, he returned during the 
night with a dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Miles, ro-nmjjmling the 
post, stating that no danger was apprehended in that qn.r t. i : w’;ere- 
upon, in accordance with previous advice with you ;:!.«! x in.: the 
enemy were concentrating a large force in that locality, I determined 
to make a reconnaissance in force toward Bay Springs, thereby cutting 
ofi* any force that might be approaching luka. 

Upon the road to Bay Springs, about 12 miles out, we came upon the 
enemy’s scouts, and pressed them so closely that they left their horses, 
horse, - coats, and accouterments, and took refuge in the 

brush :rn! !■ <!(.'« , heir escape. It is proper here to state that I made 
my marches in the night, » ■' ‘irncr* of the extreme heat during the 

day. I bivouacked that -'igl i ai i <»"*dock about 10 miles from Bay 
Springs, hoping to reach .■i-- :- ii.:\ light, but the infantry was so ex- 

hausted by the previous night’s march that it wa.8 impossible for me to 

do so. After resting two hours I moved on as rapidly as . and 

within about 2J miles of Bay Springs the enemy’s pickets “i ■ . ‘p -n my 
advance. I immediately deployed two companies of the Twenty-fifth 
Illinois Volunteers as sMrmishers and scoured the brush until the pick- 
ets w^ere ^scovered. Lieutenant Hunt, who had kindly volunti‘ered hig 
services as aide-de-camp, being near by on horseback, followed them up 
rapidly, wounding 1 severely and took the other prisoner. Here the 
roads forked, and I sent Colonel Post, of the Fifty-ninth Illinois Volun- 
teers, with five companies of the Twenty-fifth Illinois and one section 
of Carpenter’s (Wisconsin) battery, with two companies of the Seventh 
Kansas Cavalry, Captains Swoyer and Gregory, to Bay Springs, going 
myself with the balance of my command to Eogers’, miles south ol 
the Springs, where the main encampment was said to be, attacking the 
enemy in the rear. My skirmishers followed them up closely, but J 
found them experts on a retreat. After driving them some 3 miles and 
scattering them in every direction I concluded, in consequence of the 
exhausted condition of the men, to abandon the pursuit. Shortly aftex 
I had ordered in my skirmishers a small party showed themselves in 
the timber near half a mile distant. Captain Carpenter unlimbered a 
12-pounder howitzer and gave them a few shells, killing 2 men and 1 
horse at the second shot. 

^ Colonel Post, on his approach to Bay Springs, had quite a lively 
fire opened on his advance, but it took but one volley from his gallant 
front to disperse the rebels and drive them to their favorite hiding 
place— the brush. We captured a numbbr of prisoners, 1 think 15 in all, 
a list of which I have sent you with the prisoners, and, as far as can be 
ascertained, killed 2 and wounded several, 1 mortally. I rested foi 
some time at Rogers’, and dined my men on green corn^ having no othei 
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provisions 5 then returned by way of Bay Springs, disabling the cot- 
ton factory at that place in such a way as to require a communication 
between this country and New England in order to effect repairs. 

On my way to Bay Mills I learned from a reliable source that the 
mills called Crippled Deer Mills, 6 miles south of this point, was sup- 
plying the rebels with a quantity of corn meal each week. I concluded 
the easiest and surest way to prevent these supplies going into the 
hands of the enemy was to disable the mill by breaking the machinery, 
which was accordingly done. 

On leaving the Springs, on my return to camp, I looked around for 
transportation to carry off all contraband cotton in the neighborhood 
of the factory, but was unable to find a single team in that whole 
country. Having but few wagons myself I was unable to bring with 
me but 5 bales of cotton, all of which I have turned over to Captain 
Garrett, division quartermaster, leaving behind nearly 200 bales of con- 
traband cotton belonging to the owner of the factory. 

We captured 7 horses, with several sets of equipments, 10 stand of 
arms, and a variety of ammunition. The supposed force of the enemy 
was about 500, consisting in part of the Eorrest cavalry, the balance 
irregular, some of all arms. 

My officers and men behaved admirably. Without murmur they 
stood the fatigues of the march throughout, but were intensely dis- 
gusted when they found the enemy were retreating. 

I desire to call your attention to the fact that our commissary of 
subsistence did not do his duty in the issue of rations for that expedi- 
tion. Out of three days^ bread issued a portion of the command could 
not find one day^s good rations, the balance being totally rotten and 
unfit for use. Consequently I adopted the vigorous prosecution of the 
war policy, trying to live off the country. My soldiers say it was a 
pretty hard live in this God-forsaken country. 

I have the* honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

EOBT. B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier- General, CommamMng. 

Brig. Gen. Jeffeeson C. Dayis, 

Comma/nding Fourth Division. 


AITGITST 7, 1862.— Skirmish at Wood Springs, near Dyersbnrg, Tenn. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge j If. 8. Army. 

Hdqbs. Oentbae Division op the Mississippi, 

Trent&n, Tenn., August 8, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report : 

Yesterday, August 7, between 2 and 3 o^clock p. m., Captain Peck 
and 50 men attacked Faulkner’s company of Jackson’s cavalry 5 miles 
east of Dyersbnrg, in the river bottom, and completely surprised them. 
They report that they killed some 25 to 30, took 53 horses, a large num- 
ber of guns, arms, &c. The dispatches taken show that company 
crossed the Tennessee line five days ago, with orders to get into Ken- 
tucky to recruit and to burn all cotton they could find. At the time 
they left, Colonel Jackson was in Senatobia, Miss. Most of Faulkner’s 
men who escaped left without their clothes, arms, or horses. They 
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were receiving recruits in large squads from Dyer, Lauderdale, and 
Hickman Counties. 

I believe our only policy is to burn up these counties. They pay no 
attention to the oath, feed and guide the rebels. Two negroes led our 
cavalry to them, guiding them around their pickets. Ko white man 
had the pluck to do it. Most of Faulkner’s company were asleep. They 
travel in the night and sleep day-time. ISTorth of Dyersburg is another 
band, 100 strong, waiting to join Faulkner. I expect to trap them 
before to-morrow morning unless the news of Faulkner’s rout gets to 
them. Faulkner’s horse and equipments were taken, and one of the 
prisoners says he was killed or wounded. 

The three prisoners taken are r?r-hli:iu’ Dland, who lives within 7 miles 
of Blandwiile ; Henry Torpley, 6 i Feliciana, Hickman County, 
Ky., and W. S. Bennett, 3 miles from Batimore, Hickman County, Ky. 
Our loss was 7 men wounded, 2 mortally. Our cavalry under Major 
Bush is now following up the scattered band. 

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

’ ^ jj;. dodge, 

BrigaMer-Oeneral^ Commanding Division, 

Oapt. M. Bochestee, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Columbus^ Ky, 


Headquarters, 
Trenton^ Tenn.^ August 10, 1862. 

Captain Peck with 53 men of Sixth Illinois Cavalry attacked Faulk- 
ner’s company of Jackson’s cavalry on Thursday between 3 and 4 o’clock 
p. m., 5 miles east of Dyersburg, completely surprising and routing them. 
He reports 20 killed; has sent in ')^ oi* ;iieir horses, most of their arms 
and ammunition, with 3 prisoners. Those that escaped left without their 
clothes, arms, or horses. Their company roll showed them to be 127 
strong. Our loss was 7 wounded, 2 mortally. Their dispatches taken 
show they, with Porter’s band, crossed the Tennessee line five* days 
ago; left rest of Faulkner’s cavalry at Senatobia, Miss. They were 
ordered to burn all cotton west of Tennessee Eiver, and if possible get 
into Kentucky to recruit their commands. One of the pri<5onor^ taken 
says he saw all of Cheatham’s army on their way to ii'i-.-lnnuiMl via 
('battnnoogo. 

1 forwarded dispatches by telegraph and letter to the district head- 
quarters promptly. W ill hereafter forward to you as directed. Faulk- 
ner’s band is used up and we are catching the stragglers fi*om it. 

G. M. DODGE, 

Brigadier-Generaly OommamMng Division, 

Maj. Gen. XJ. S. Grant, Corinth^ Miss. 


AUGUST 11, 1862. — Skinuish at Saulsbury, Teim. 

Be^rt of Brig, Gen, Leonard F. Eossj U, S, Army, 

Bolivae, August 12, 1862. 

General: Captain Funke of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry has just 
returned from Saulsbury. On yc.stindiiy morning they attacked and 
dispersed guerrilla band , organized at Saulsbury. The captain of the 
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company, with 27 horses and mules and equipments, was taken. The 
expedition was decidedly successful. The boat at Simonas Ferry is 
destroyed and that at Holton’s brought down, 

L. F. BOSS, 

Brigadier- General. 

General MoOlernanh. 


AUGUST 13, 1862. — Skimush near Medon, Tenn. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Leonard F. Ross, U. 8. Army. 

Bolivar, August 13, 1862. 

A skirmish took place at 1 o’clock to-day between a guerrilla band 
and a company of 18 Home Guards about 8 miles southeast of Medon, 
near the residence of Green Holton, and about 15 miles south of Jack- 
son. One Union man died. Loss of enemy not known. 

BOSS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General McOlernand. 


AUGUST 16, 1862. — Skirmish at Meriwether’s Ferry, Obion River, Tenn. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Bodge, JJ. 8. Army. 

Trentoh, Tenk. 

Colonel Harris of the Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry, with Captain 
Fullerton’s company of the Second Illinois Cavalry, attacked a rebel 
force from Kentucky, 150 strong, at Meriwether’s Ferry, in Dyer County, 
completely routing and driving them into the river. The fight lasted 
thirty minutes, and Captain FuUerton’s officers and men fought with 
great gallantry and bravery. His force was only 60. 

The enemy’s loss was large in killed, wounded, and drowned. We 
took 10 prisoners, 40 horses, and a large number of arms, ammunition, 
&c. Our loss, Lieutenants Terry and Goodheart and 1 private killed 
and 6 wounded. 

Several companies of cavalry from Kentucky are trying to push 
through south. This was the first that crossed the line. They are well 
armed and fought desperately. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Grant. 


Hdqbs. Central Division of the Mississippi, 

Trenton, Tenn., August 20, 1862, 

Captain : The fight at Meriwether’s Ferry was much more decisive 
than I telegraphed. So far as ascertained the enemy had 37 killed. 
We have taken 16 of their bodies out of the river. They lost every- 
thing. We got their horses, arms, and baggage. Some got away 
naked. Colonel Harris’ conduct in the fight is spoken of highly. It 
was well planned and finely executed. The cavalry, after following 
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thorn 30 miles, overtook them at Meriwether’s Ferry aud charged down 
a hill, the enemy lying behind logs. The two lieutenants tell at the 
lirst lire, when tiie boys jumped from their horses and fought a hand- 
to-hand fight, driving the enemy into the river. 

The enemy tried to re-euforce this party on the north side of the river 
by crossing men in a boat and on a raft. Our boys killed every man 
in the boat and on the raft, shooting down all those on the north side 
as they tried to swim the river. Our men fought bravely, and, consid- 
ering that they lost both officers in the firs' T '■h': k with great 

credit. The enemy were commanded by formerly of 

nickman. I must say that I am very much giMlifaMl and disappointed 
with the behavior of all my cavalry in these fights. They do much 
better than I expected. In only one case have they backed from any 
force, and I think I then gave them a lesson that will cause them to 
always stand hereafter. I dislike very much to part with them, as I 
have just got them fairly to work. They are well acquainted with the 
country, need no guides, and have learned to scout without giving me 
trouble from unauthorized depredations. You can readily see the dis- 
advantage I shall labor under hereafter, using cavalry that are entirely 
unacquainted with the country. 

I will endeavor to have my forces ready to move on the day you 
designate. 

I am, very respectfully, your 6bedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Oapt. M. Eoohester, 

Assistant - 1 ral^ OolumbuSj Ky, 


AUGUST 16, 1862. — Skirmish at Horn lake Creek, Miss. 

E^ort of GorpL John JS. Bowles^ Company JD^ Fifth Ohio Camlry. 

Camp of Fifth Ohio Yolunteee Oavalky, 

Fort Pickering^ Tenn,^ August 18, 1862. 

Sib : Having been requested by my captain to furnish you with an 
account of the skirmish that took place* at Horn Lake Greek on Satur- 
day, the 16th instant, between a body of our cavalry under command of 
Major Bicker and a few of the enemy^s guerrillas, I proceed to do so to 
the best of my ability. 

On the morning of the 16th we left our camp at I^Tonconah Creek and 
started out on the Hernando road, Company A acting as the advance 
guard and Company C taking the advance of the main body. Company 
D was on picket on the preceding night; and therefore did not go out, 
but I, having been excused from picket, went out of my own accord, in- 
tending to join in Company C^s ranks, but finding they had even pairs 
and I would have to ride in the rear by myself, I rode at the side of the 
company, but toward the rear. I merely mention this fact to account 
for my place at the time of the skirmish. 

We proceeded on the Hernando road without any interruption till 
we came to the hill, about one-third of a mile from Horn Lake Creek, 
that overlooks the valley. Before ascending this hill, so as to place 
ourselves in view should there be any of the enemy on the other side 
where we found them on a previous expedition, our major halted the- 
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column, dismounted from his horse, and went forward to see if he could 
see anything in the valley beneath him. After looking and, I suppose, 
seeing nothing, he again ordered us forward 5 but previous to this he 
detached the advance guard from us, and sent them around by a lane 
which came out on the right of the main road and led into it again a 

little piece below Creek. On this lane we had fallen in with two 

guerrillas on the previous day, who made their escape, and the major’s 
idea appeared to be to let the advance guard attack them and make 
them retreat, when they would run right into our main body at the 
intersection of the roads. 

We were proceeding slowly toward the creek and had got about half 
way to it when we heard quite a number of shots fired at the place 
where we supposed the advance guard would be. We were imme- 
diately ordered into a smart gallop and kept on until we reached the 
bridge over Horn Lake Creek. Here we dropped into a walk and were 
slowly crossing the creek when I heard a shot from somewhere and im- 
mediately afterward heard a man cry with pain. I, being toward the 
rear of Company C, was at that time behind the fill of the bridge and 
therefore did not see him shot. I at that time thought the shot was an 
accidental one from one of our own men. I, however, immediately rode 
up the opposite bank of the creek, when I heard two or three" more 
shots. I saw the wounded man as I rode past, but being anxious to 
get a shot at the enemy, did not take much notice of him. However I 
noticed a man get off his horse and take the wounded man in his arms. 
At this time a shot was fired behind me by one of our own men. I 
afterward found it was Lieutenant Penn of Company L whose horse 
was badly wounded, and he pulled oft* his pistol without intending it. 

I was now aware that the firing came from the enemy, either at the 
corner of the wood on our left or else from the adjoining corn field 
close to the wood. Our major now ordered us forward by companies till 
we got formed and then halted us. He then ordered Captain Halsey 
of Company C to send 4 of his men and a horse to take the wounded 
man back to camp. By this time the horse of the man who first assisted 
the wounded man had run off into the wood, some 200 yards. Seeing 
this, the major ordered Captain Halsey to send a man after him. Cap- 
tain Halsey ordered one of his company to do so, but he declined, say- 
ing, Which is the most value, that horse or a man’s life?” Captain 
Halsey replied, It is the major’s orders ; ” but made no further effort 
to have the horse caught. 

We were now, after I suppose about five minutes’ waiting, ordered 
back in column on the other side of the creek. I now heard the major 
ask Captain Halsey where the 4 men were that he ordered him to send 
to the assistance of the wounded man, as there were only two there. 
Captain Halsey now ordered some other man to go and help bring the 
dead man, but he begged to be excused, saying he could not bear to 
look on him. He then called on some one else, who also begged to be 
excused, and as he now seemed to be at a loss who to send I volun- 
teered my services, and went back to the bridge, where I found the 
man was already loaded on a horse. I, however, was needed to lead the 
horse and take turns at holding the man on, so I was not in the ranks 
again. 

The rally” had now been sounded, and the advance guard came up 
across the bridge, having come around as they first intended. It appears 
the enemy had simply shot at them and then ran away in the wood. 
Major Bicker made no attempt whatever to follow up the enemy. After 
the first firing he merely drew us up in companies to receive them 

Q -o x>i 'S’TTTT 
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should they charge on us in front, and when he found they did not 
come his 011I3" efforts seemed to be to get the dead man and go to camp 
at once. I did not see any of the enemy myself, but have been told by 
some of the men who rode close to the man who was shot that the shots 
came from the corn field and the men who fired were on foot, and that 
there was not many of them, non more than half a dozen anyhow, and 
that they ran away as soon as they fired. The advance guard say there 
was a greater number fired on them, sa}', from a dozen to twenty. They 
were also on foot and ran away as soon as they fired. ^ 

When the advance joined us the major talked with them several 
minutes (at least the column remained halted). We then went on to 
the top of the hill, where we found a buggy, and put our dead man into 
it, and thus brought him to camp. The loss with us was 1 man killed, 
1 horse badly wounded, 1 slightly wounded, and 1 ran away into the 
wood, and no attempt was made to save him. 

I have made out this report exclusively from my own observation, 
except when I have mentioned otherwise. I may state that the men 
who were out were generally surprised that the major did not order 
them to charge into the corn field immediately after the shots were 
fired. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

JOHlSr S. BOWLES, 

Corporal Company D, Mfili Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 
General Huelbut, 

Comdg. Fourth Division^ Army of the Tennessee. 


AUGUST 18, 1862. — Capture of steamboats on Tennessee Eiver. 


Report of Brig, Oen, Grenville M, JDodge^ U. S. Army, 


Teenton, August 21, [1862.] 

Captain Dougherty, Captain Gilliam, and Captain Napier, with about 
500 rebels, were on the Tennessee Eiver, in Benton County, on Monday 
night last. They captured and burnt two steamboats, and attacked 
another, but failed to get it. This occurred between Waggoner’s and 
Walker’s Landing. 

There was a force on the opposite side of the river, but could get no 
information as to their number. 


Maj. John A.- Eawxins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 


i 

AUGUST 18, 1862. — Skirmish near Dyersburg, Tenn. 

E^ort of Brig, Gen, Grenville M. Bodge, JI. 8, Army. 

Hbadqitaetbrs, 
Trenton, Tenn,, August 18, 1862. 

Captain Lynch of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry attacked a small band . 
of rebels this morning on the Obion Eiver, 6 miles from Dyersburg, 
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taking all their horses, arms, and ammunition. They abandoned every- 
thing. 1^0 report of killed and wounded. 

Large numbers of rebels are flocking into this county from Missouri 
and Kentucky, well armed, and forming bands under leaders from Jack- 
son’s and Morgan’s cavalry. The draft; 4rives them over. 

G. M. DODGE, 

Brig ad ier- GeyieraL 

Maj. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, Oorinth. 


AUGUST 19-21, 1862. — Expedition from Eienzi to Marietta and Bay Springs, 

Miss., and skirmishes. 

Report of Col. AXbert L. Lee^ Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 

Headquarters Seventh Kansas Cavalry, 

Camjg near Bienz% Miss.^ August 21, 1862. 

Lieutenant: I would respectfully leport that I left camp on Tues- 
day, the 19th ultimo [instant], at 5 o’clock p. m. with 300 men. Passing 
one mile east of Booneville I approached Marietta at daybreak. A half 
mile from Marietta my advance drove in the enemy’s pickets, they firing 
on us and retreating rapidly. My advance discharged their rifles and 
wounded one of the flying pickets, who fell from his horse, but hid in a 
corn field adjacent before we could secure him, and no search was made. 
His horse and arms were taken. We pressed the pickets closely through 
Marietta and down the road running west from that town. They were 
joined by others and made a stand, firing again on our advance. As we 
formed and charged on them they fired and fled. This running fire was 
continued for 3 miles. When we arrived at the enemy’s camp, which they 
had just evacuated, fires were burning, preparations for breakfast were 
in progress, haversacks, canteens, and olankets were strewn all over the 
ground. They had no tents. We continued the pursuit; about 12 to 20 
of the enemy turning at every half mile, deploying in the woods in front, 
and firing on us as we came up. At one of these stands we shot another 
of his force, who was picked up and carried off after falling from his 
horse. Having conducted this fruitless chase to a point 5 miles from 
Marietta I abandoned it. On my return I destroyed the abandoned 
equipage of the enemy’s camp. This camp consisted in force of two com- 
panies of the Mississippi cavalry. Colonel Adams commanding. The 
companies were commanded by Captain Barnett and Lieutenant Book- 
ter, together numbering about 130 men. I judge them to be the main 
guard of the enemy’s pickets. From information which I consider re- 
liable I learn that two brigades are camped 3 miles northeast of Gun- 
town, on the road leading into that which connects Baldwyn and Mari- 
etta. Armstrong’s headquarters are there. He is said to be their chief 
of cavalry. I was at a point 3 miles from the reported location of this 
camp. 

Eeturning to Marietta, I passed on toward Bay Springs, halting 5 
miles from that place, feeding men and horses and remaining in camp 
till 4 p. m. I then moved rapidly on Bay Springs. As I entered the 
town my advance wms fired on by pickets, who rapidly retreated down 
the road leading south. Leaving two companies in town I pursued with 
the remainder of my force. Their camp, 3 miles from Bay Springs, on 
Bogers’ Creek, I found recently abandoned. 
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My advanee - inilos beyond, and 1 learned that tlieir camp 

was still tliree-tburtlis of a mile distant, but that they, alarmed at our 
I'jiprrjaoL. It then being nearly dark, my horses jaded, 

; i.d ti.j* of the enemy to run elearl.v established, I deemed it 

best to retire, and accordingly^rued back, pa.-'-ing north on the Jacinto 
road and camjhiig for the night 7 miles ot Bay Springs. This 

morning I passed through Jacinto and arrived in camp at 12 ui. 

On my march from Bay Springs to Marietta my advance guard had 
several skirmishes with the enemy^s i^ickets, who seemed to be falling 
back before mv front. 

The force near Bay Springs was commanded by Captain Sanders. 
Captain Hill has not recently occupied that place. 

1 wish in conclusion to say that to tight small forces of the enemy in 
the region immediately below this point I consider impracticable unless 
they desire to fight. The posting and ^ >^!b;n.'e of their pickets is per- 
fect, and their k;:ov : of the country enables them to evade an attack 
when evasion is desirable. 

By an accidental discharge of a pistol one of my men was mortally 
wounded ; since died. 

I turn over herewith to brigade quartermaster 3 horses, 3 guns, andl 
saber i*aptr.rerL 


i am, 2 e>;;<*cirrdly, yours, 


A. L. LEE, 


Colonel. 


Lieut. George Lee, 

Acting Amsiant Adjutant-General. 


ATJGITST 23, 1862. — Skirmish near Port Donelson, Tenn, 

Report of Col. William Tf". Lou:e^ Fifth Iowa Cavalry. 

Fort Hexry, [Aug 2 isf] 24, 1862. 

I have the honor to report that a detachment of 12 men of Company 
T) of my T*eg:ment. under Sergt. [Charles E.] Gray, yesterday engaged 
a band of rebels — whether regulars or guerrillas is not known— about 
half way between the two rivers, and after a short skirmish succeeded 
in killing 2. A large party is said to bo in the vicinity, and I now have 
troops iSter them. This detachment under Sergeant Gray has been 
scouting several days from Fort Donelson. 

W, W. LOWE, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

The Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AUOTST 23, 1862. — Affair near Trinity, Ala. 

Report of Brig. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans^ U. 8. Army^ commanding 
Army of the Mississippi. 

luKA, August 24, 1862, 

Gb^ral: Eeport from Colonel Eoberts gives details of destruction 
of train day before yester<lay 1 mile from Trinity. Eleven (*-omx)anies 
of Roddey^s rebel cavalry appeared at that x)oint, wdioro they had 
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placed a. rail across tlie track to throw the train off. They succeeded in 
this. The .i» aard accompanying, under Lieutenant Granger, who fought 
them hraveiy, killed and wounded 25 of them and came off, having lost 8 
men. Ee-enforcements from Conrtland hurried the rebels and killed 4 
more of them, but before these re-enforcements came the rebels burned 
the train. 

IjiTo further news, except that I am seeking routes and information to 
strike Columbus. It works well so far. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS. 

Major-General Grant. 


AUGUST 25, 1862. — Skirmish at Fort Donelson, Tenn. 

No. 1.— Col. William W. Lowe, Fifth Iowa Cavalry. 

No. 2. — Maj. James H. Hart, Seventy -first Ohio Infantry. 

Ko. 1. 

Eeport of Coh William W, Loive^ Fifth Iowa Cavalry. 

Fort Donelson, August 25, 1862-'-10 p. ni. 

(Yia Fort Henry, August 26, 1862.) 
This post was attacked to-day by a force under Colonel Woodward. 
They were repulsed by the command at this post at one by the rem- 
nant of the Seventy -first Ohio, under Major Hart. A flag of truce was 
sent in before the attack, demanding the surrender d la Clarksville. 
This was promptly refused by Major Hart. Boon after, they made the 
attack. 1 started for this point as soon as the news of the attack reached 
me with all the force I could bring, but the affair was ended before my 
command got in — about sundown. We are now fixed for them, and I 
start at daylight in pursuit of them. Eone of the re-enforcements have 
arrived. 

I had an interview with Colonel Woodward. Ko one hurt on our 
side. Ten or a dozen of the rebels killed and wounded. 

W. W. LOWE, 
Golonelj Commanding. 

The Assistant Adjutant-General. 



ISTo, 2. 

Report of Maj. James M. Mart^ Seventy -first Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. TJ.'S. Forces at Fort Donelson, Tenn,, 

August 26, 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that on Monday, the 25th in- 
stant, the forces under my command at this post, consisting of parts of 
Companies A, E, G, and H, of the Seventy-first Eegiment Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, were attacked by the rebel forces, under command of 
Colonel Woodward, at about 1.30 p. m. Before an attack was made a 
* flag of truce was sent in to us, demanding a suiTender of the post. I 
demanded time to consider the proposition, and thirty minutes were 
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given me. I immediately called my commissioned officers into council, 
submitted t; :- of Colonel Woodward, and jjut the question : 

‘‘ Shall we VI' • unanimous vote was, ‘‘ Fight them,^’ and this 

vote of the officers was but the reflected sentiment, purpose, and deter- 
min-ation of the entire command. Alter nc*g<)t!ations had ended be- 
tween Colonel Woodward (who bore himself as a gentleman) and myself 
they made a charge with their cavalry. We repulsed and drove them 
ofi‘, with a loss to them of 5 to 10 men, killed and wounded, and 4 horses 
killed. On our part we met with no loss in killed or wounded. After 
about half an hour’s lighting the enemy retreated in confusion, and 
were no more seen during the day or night. 

I cannot close this brief and hasty report without expressing to you, 
colonel, and through you to the commanding general, the warmest and 
most earnest approval of the conduct of all officers and men engaged in 
the battle. Each and every one of them did his duty and did it well. 

I have the honor farther to report that when I found a battle in- 
evitable I directed several buildings to be set on fire, to prevent the 
enemy’s taking cover behind them or in them. Of the prudence of this 
course I have no doubt. It in my judgment contributed greatly to the 
confusion of the enemy’s cavalry, which was represented to be 335 
strong, supported by 450 infantry and one 6-pounder. Neither infantry 
nor cannon Vv*r,' into action. 

1 am, (‘.JoncI, i:Ii sentiments of regard, yours, 

JAS. H. HAET, 

MctJOTj Co '/< III ••til! t nO. 

Col. W. W. Lowe, Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

E<iS])ectful]y forwarded. 

The attacking force at Donelson, it should be remembered, was the 
same (increased) to which Clarksville was surrendered. In justice to 
Major Hart and his command I respectfully suggest that his report be 
made public. The remnant of the Seventy-first Ohio and its gallant 
commander deserves, under all the circumstances, more than a passing 
notice. 

W. W. LOWE, 

Colonel Fifth Iowa Cavalry, Commanding. 


AUGUST 26, 1862. — Skirmish at Cumberland Iron Works, Tenn. 

Be^orts of Col. William W. Lowe, Fifth Iowa Cavalry. 

Hdqbs. Forts Henry, Heiman, and Donelson, 

August 30, 1862. 

Sir : On the 25th instant, at about 1.30 p. m., I received a dispatch 
from Major Hart, commanding at Fort Donelson, stating that he was 
being attacked. 1 immediately started over with all the cavalry force 
I could collect without delay and arrived at the fort about sunset. I 
found that the enemy bad been repulsed by Major Hart’s command, as 
stated in his report, to which I beg leave to refer you.’^ It then being 
too late to make any move that night I immediately took steps to make 
everything secure and awaited the movements of the enemy. Nothing 
being heai*d from him during the night I started the next morning at * 


See p, 37, 
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daylight with 120 men of my regiment to ascertain his whereabouts and 
strength. At a point known as the Cumberland Iron Works he was 
found to be in strong position. I at once had a few men dismounted to 
act as skirmishers, who speedily drove in the pickets, and, following 
up with two companies, it was soon ascertained that most of the ene- 
my’s force wei’e dismounted, and using, at a distance of from 10 to 20 
yards, the muskets recently captured at Clarksville. A 6-pounder w^as 
also brought to bear upon us, and finding it somewhat annoying I or- 
dered Company B, under Lieutenants Summers and McKeely, to charge 
and take the piece. This was done in the most gallant style, the piece 
being upset and the carriage broken to pieces and rendered perfectly 
useless. Parts of Companies A and L, under Captain Lower and Lieu- 
tenant Gallagher, were started forward to the support of Company B, 
while Company D, under Captain Baird, was held in reserve. The 
enemy’s cavalry was at once put to flight, but finding that with cavalry 
alone the infantry could not be dislodged from their hiding places, I 
reformed my command in an open space and waited for more than an 
hour for his appearance. Failing to draw him out, and both men and 
horses suffering much from fatigue and want of food, I returned to Fort 
Donelson. During the skirmish ail behaved with the utmost coolness. 

I lost in killed 1 officer (Lieut. Summers) and 3 men ; wounded, 1 
officer (Lieut. McFTeely) and 13 men, of whom 6 were captured, and 5 
men captured who were not wounded. The enemy’s loss is not known. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LOWE. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Seadguarters District of Western Tennessee^ Corinth^ Miss, 


Fort Donelson, September 2, 1862. 

I now have reliable information that the loss of the enemy in fight of 
Tuesday, 26tb, at Cumberland Iron Works, was 35 killed and wounded. 
I have twice made a reconnaissance beyond the Iron Works. All is 
going well j am almost ready. Gan I he furnished with a small amount 
of secret-service money ? I have some valuable spies who ought to be 
paid. Answer at once, • . 

W. W. LOWE. 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 



AUGUST 26, 1862, — Skirmish near Eienzi, Miss, 

RHlE>ORTS. 

No. 1.— -Brig. Gen, Gordon Granger, U. S. Army. 

No. 2.— Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry. 

No. 3. — Col. Philip H. Sheridan, Second Michigan Cavalry. 


Ko. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen, Gordon Granger^ Z7. 8. Army. 

Headquarters, Eienzi,' Miss., Angust 28, 1862. 
Colonel : I have the honor to inclose a report from Colonel Sheri- 
dan, commanding Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, of skirmish with 




40 WEST TE^TN. AND NORTHERN MtSS. 

and pursuit of a party of guerrillas on the 2Gtli instant, on the Eienzi 
and Eiidey road. 

From a deserter and the prisoners taken I learn that eleven compa- 
nies, under Falkner, left Itipley on Sunday, the 24th instant, and passed 
north near Corinth, avoiding all roads and traveling ir. l-i'i'pally nights. 
They skulked and spied about through the woods, captured 7 of our 
men, who had straggled out from Corinth, and then approached this 
place with great caution, supposing it to have been evacuated except 
by a small cavalry force. 

That morning three battalions of our cavalry had gone on a scout to 
the southeast, south, and southwest, and it is probable that FalkneFs 
party had been apprised of this through This led them to suppose 

our camp was vacated and that they v.’o.ihl be able to dash in and de- 
stroy it. The result of their audacity you will learn from the accom- 
panying report. 

Our pickets on the Eipley road I fear did not exercise proper vigi- 
lance, although they were attacked and nearly surrounded by a superior 
force. I have arrested the officer, and he is now on trial. 

The rebel scouts to the south as far as Twenty Mile Creek seem to 
have disappeared of late. Our patrols in that direction on the 26th 
neither saw nor heard anything of them. They have I think changed 
their base of ouriMt'or.s to the west, either for the purpose of corn iiig 
some movement or foraging. Is it not possible for Kossuth to be iirhl 
by either infantry or cavalry from Corinth ? 

The front I am" trying to cover extends from Bay Springs to Euckers- 
ville, and the enemy have five cavalry to my one ; know every cow- 
path and water-hole, and the country is filled with their friends, from 
whom they can obtain every kind of information as to our whereabouts, 
movements, ; ■ . .1 - ' ■ • ' h . Further, they travel no more on roads unless 
it is a short distance in the wrong direction to deceive us } shirk about 
in the night and lie hidden in the day-time. There is no doubt but 
what every man in this State who has a gun is a guerrilla, and would 
shoot any of us down whenever he thought it safe to murder us with- 
out risking his own neck. 

Two things are most necessary and important : First, there must be 
some definite and fixed policy on our part to combat and break up this 
most infernal guerrilla system of theirs ; it is bound soon to waste our 
entire army away and for no equivalent. We must push every man, 
woman, and child before us or put every man to death found in our 
lines. We have in fact soon to come to a war of subjugation, and the 
sooner the better. Second, it is now becoming apparent to every one 
that our present cavalry force must be quintupled and armed to the 
teeth. The small cavalry we have is not properly armed, and the ex- 
traordinary hard duty it is called to do is fast bjv<ikiiig it down. The 
way I am forced to use it on our present extended front through the 
terrible heat, dust, and want of water will in one month more dis- 
mount a large portion of it. 

Our duties have been so laborious of late that this morning I was 
only able to send out a single battalion, so much jaded and reduced are 
our horses. However, with what we have we will do our best and hus- 
band our resources as much as possible. If we break down we belong 
to ‘‘ Uncle Sam,’’ and he must take the consequences. 

The race and drubbing Sheridan gave them day before yesterday 3mu 
don’t seem to think much of ; and perhaps my first telegram was a little 
too highly colored, but it was the most di-gi'ac^ ful route and scattera- 
tion on their part I ever heard of, and that a goodly number were killed 
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and wounded (sabered) I cannot doubt. Orders were given to take no 
prisoners. I report to you all I know. Of course the &st reports, like 
camp stories, are always more or less exaggerated. 

The only thing that could look like a surprise was the running away of 
Captain Eaton, Second Iowa Cavalry, at the head of his men, instead 
of patrolling the country as he was ordered to do. He is being tried 
on charges which will cost him his life if proven. Of course you can’t 
blame Sheridan for the willful neglect and cowardice of one of his 
officers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. GEANGEE, 

Brigadier- General, 

Lieut. Col. H. G. Keottett, 

Chief of Staffs Army of Mississippi, 


1 :^ 0 . 2 . 

Beport of Col, Bdtoard Hatch^ Seoo7id Iowa Cavalry, 

' Headquaeters Second Iowa Cayaery, 

Camp near Rienzij 31iss,y August 27, 1862. 

Sib : I have the honor to report: 

Learning the pickets of my command had been driven into the camp 
on adjournment of court-martial at Eienzi, Miss., I rode to that post, 
where I found four companies of my regiment awaiting orders. 

Complying with order from General Sheridan to move for^ward and 
attack and drive the enemy as far as Hatchie Eiver, moved forward 
rapidly, came up with the enemy about 2 miles from there, drove in his 
rear guard, and at Harris’, 5 miles from camp, found the enemy drawn 
up in battle line, about 250 to 300 cavalry ; charged them immediately, 
breaking their line and routing them. Kept up a running fire upon 
their retreating columns as far as B., about 8 miles from camp, where 
the enemy again formed, and were again charged and broken. The en- 
emy then fled by three routes in great disorder. Dispatching Compa- 
nies E and M, under command of Lieut. A. Scherer, on the Dry Creek 
and Eipley road by the way of Skerrell’s Mill, pushed forward ^on the 
main Eipley road, dismounted Companies 0 andG, attacked^ the enemy 
in Hatchie Bottom, driving them out rapidly and putting them to flight. 

The enemy being utterly routed, our horses breaking down from a 
run from 12 to 20 miles and excessive heat, night coming on, I was 
obliged to sound the recall. 

Please find report marked A, Lieutenant Scherer, of operations on the 
Dry Creek and Eipley road after leaving me.* Eeturned to camp same 
night, having had 6 men wounded, 4 horses killed and badly wounded by 
the enemy, and having lost 4 from fatigue and the excessive heat. We 
destroyed a very large amount of arms and ammunition and captured 
8 prisoners. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED HATCH, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 

First Lieut. Georg-e Lee, 

Actg. Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division, 

*Not found. 
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Report of CoL Philip E, ^herlda^u Second Michigan Cavalry. 

Hdqks. Second Bbio., Cay. Diy., Ang. 27, 18G2, 

Captain : I liiive the honor to report that my cavalry pickets on the 
llipiey road ^\ ere attacked about 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon by a large 
force ‘ of th<^ enemy, say 700 to 800. The pickets were rapidly driven 
in, followed by a smali detachment of the enemy to the vicinity of my 
camp. The command was quickly turned out, and Colonel Hatch, of 
the Second Iowa, was directed to attack the enemy with two battalions 
of his regiment, Nrn]»ovtcd by Colonel Lee with two battalions ot the 
Seventh Kansas, the Second* Michigan being held in reserve, upon the 
appi'oach of this force. The enemy, after exchanging a few shots, 
broke and ran, closely followed by Colonels Hatch and Lee, who were 
directed to drive them beyoufl the Hatchie. The enemy made a second 
stand at Howland's Store, but were so vigorously attacked that they 
again broke and tied, this time scattering in every direction. From this 
])oiiit to within 5 miles of Eipley there was a complete rout. The road 
was strewn with shot-guns, hats, coats, blankets, dead horses, &c. 

Colonel Falkner, commanding this rebel force, was so hard pushed 
that he separated from his command on one of the little by-paths and 
made his escape. He left us his hat, however, as did nearly the whole 
of his command. The pursuit was continued to within 5 miles of 
Bipley and until after dark, when the command was ordered to return 
to camp with their jaded and worn-out horses. 

Our loss in this ahair is 3 badly and 4 slightly wounded, and 4 or 6 
missing, some of whom I think will come in. The loss of the enemy I 
am unable to state. It was understood that they were guerrillas, tln- 
Ibrtunately 11 prisoners were brought in. Two hundred shot-guns, 20 
horses, and a large number of pistols were also brought in. 

The effect of this rout must be very discouraging to the enemy. I 
doubt if they will ever fully collect together again. All but three com- 
panies were raw levies. The effect of the pursuit on the part of our 
own men was fine, adding still to their confidence in each other, which 
has already been inspired by past successes. 

I cannot speak too highly of the promptness with which the com- 
mand turned out, being ready and in pursuit of the enemy in fifteen 
minutes after the first information of their approach was received. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHEEIDAK, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division. 

Oapt. W. 0. Bussell, A. A. G^., Cav. Div.^ Army of the Miss. 


ATTG*DtST 27, 1862, — Sidnnisli near Kossuth, Miss. 


Report of Col. Albert L. Lee^ Seventh Kansas Cavalry^ commemding Second 
Brigade^ Cavalry Division. 


Hdqes. 2d Beig., Cay. Diy., Rienzi^ Miss.^ Sept. 27, 1862. 
Lieutenant ; I received to-day the following telegram : 


Colonel Lee: 


September 26 , 1862 . 


The general commanding is informed hy General McArthur that in the skirmish 
yonr men had with guerrillas some time ago on the Kossuth road your men left their 
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dead and wounded on tlie field in a shameful manner. He wishes an investigation 
and report through Colonel Mizner and copy sent to these headquarters. 

H. G. KENNETT, 
Zieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Stajf. 

On tlie 27th of August a battalion of Seventh Kansas and a battalion 
of Second Iowa Cavalry were ordered to scout the country about Kos- 
suth, under command of Major Coon, of the Second Iowa Cavalry. Ar- 
riving at Kossuth, Major Coon directed Captain Malone, of the Seveuth 
Kansas, to proceed with two companies of that regiment in a north- 
westerly direction toward or to the Hatchie Eiver. He proceeded to 
the river, a distance of 10 miles, and saw no enemy. Eeturning, when 
distant from Kossuth 5 miles, and passing a ravine, he was fii’ed on 
from an ambuscade. Four men were killed and 8 wounded. The col- 
umn immediately recovered from the conftision consequent on this vol- 
ley and charged on the enemy, driving them from their shelter and 
scattering the force, killing 2 and wounding several. A messenger was 
sent to Kossuth to inform Major Coon of the occurrence. He soon came 
up. Meanwhile an ox wagon had been procured, in which were placed 
our dead and such wounded as could not mount their horses. The col- 
umn soon alter moved to Kossuth. Captain MaJone there placed (\\ith 
a family) one of his men so badly wounded that he could not travel. 
(This man died that night.) He also dug graves for his dead and placed 
them in the graves, when Major Coon ordered him to move forward, 
fearing an attack. He employed a citizen to filFthe graves, which was 
immediately done. A messenger in the mean time had reached camp, 
and I had sent ambulances to bring in the wounded. These met the 
column a short distance this side of Kossuth and relieved the ox wagon, 
which was still doing duty. A short time afterward I was myself at 
Kossuth with my regiment. The graves I found. A funeral service 
was performed, and a head-board marks the place. 

Of course General McArthur cannot be personally cognizant of the 
assumed facts he reports. His informants are guilty of propagating a 
vile slander. The Seventh Kansas in their history of a year have never 
left on a field their dead or wounded or left a field before an enemy. 

I am, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division, 

Lieut. W. S. Belden, A. A. A. (?., Edqrs, Cavalry Division. 


ATJG. SO^SEPT. 1, 1862. — Operatidns on the Mississippi Central Eailroad. 

STiMM-AuRY OIF* TECS 

Aug. 30, 1862. — Skirmish near Bolivar, Tenn. 

31, 1862.— Skirmishes at Medon Station, Tenn. 

Skirmish near Toone's Station, Tenn. 

Sept. 1, 1862. — Skirmish at Britton’s Lane, near Denmark, Tenn, 

Rmi>ORTS. 

1. — Brig. Gen. Leonard F. Ross, U. S. Army, commanding District of Jackson, 
Tenn., of operations August 30-September 1, 1862. 

No. 2. — Col. Marcellus M, Crocker, Thirteenth Iowa Jnfaivfcry, commanding Second 
Division, District of Jackson, Tenn., of skirmish near Bolivar, Tenn., Au- 
gust 30, 1862. 
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No. 3.— -Col. Morthiior D. L<\mr(‘tt, S<‘Vt‘nty-ei.icIith Oliio Infantry, commanding First 
Bngade, of skirmish near Bolivar, Tonu., August 30, 18G2. 

No. 4.— Col. Michael K. Lav lei , Eighteenth liiinuis Infantry, of skiimishes at Medon 
and near Toom^’s Station, August 31, 1802, and at Britton’s Lane, near Den- 
mark, Ten 11 ., Septemher 1, 1802. 

No. 5.— Brig. Gen. Frank C. .Vi-mstrong, C. S. Army, of skirmish near Bolivar, Tenn., 
August 30, 1802, and at Britton’s Lane, near Denmark, Tenn., September 1, 
1862. 

]sro. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Leonard F. Boss^ U. S. Anng.. com/n'Jndirg District 
ofJacl'sonj Tenn., of operations Aiigust 'AW-^eplnnhvr 1, 

Headquarters District of Jackson, 

Jacl:son^ Tenn., Septemher 1, 1862. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
troops under my command during August 30 and 31 and September 1 
instant : 

On the morning of August 30 I received a dispatch from Col. M. M. 
Crocker, commanding at Bolivar, that that post was threatened by a. 
large force advancing from the south, and subsequently that Colonel 
Leggett had been sent out to make an attack on the advancing column 
of the enemy 5 that a skirmish had taken place with a force supposed 
to be about 4,000 strong aud that re-enforcements had been asked for 
and sent forward. Feeling that an attack was being made on Bolivar 
I took the first train for that place. On arriving I ascertained that a 
severe skirmish had taken place 4 miles south of Bolivar between the 
forces under Colonel Leggett, consisting of the Twentieth and Seventy- 
eighth Regiinonts of Ohio Volunteers 5 four companies of the Second 
Illinois Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg ; two companies of the 
Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, under Major Puterbaugh, and one section of 
artillery, and the whole rebel force. 

After a skirmish of about seven hours by our infantry, our artillery 
was brought to bear upon the enemy ; this, followed by a gallant charge 
of our cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg, drove the enemy from 
the field. In this charge Colonel Hogg fell, while engaged in a hand- 
to-hand fight, with Colonel McCulloch, by a shot fired by one of Mc- 
Culloch^s men. Night coming on, our forces fell back to within sup- 
porting distance of the balance of the division, formed a line of battle, 
and awaited a renewal of the attack. In the morning the enemy was 
nowhere in sight, but I heard that his main force had moved to our 
right and had gone north. Fearing an attack on Jackson in force, the 
place being but weaklv gar"’^r.p,'fl. witbnnt fortifications, I directed 
that Colonel Dennis, SB: I liiMi (! with the Twentieth and 

Thirtieth Illinois Volunteers, two companies of cavalry, under Captain 
Foster, and one section of artillery, return at once to Jackson, for which 
place I took the first train. 

"Within an hour of my return I was informed that the telegraph 
wires were cut and the railroad ’ - ^"ed between here and Bolivar, 

and that four companies of the ' Illinois Volunteers at Medon, 

under Captain Palmer, were attacked by superior numbers. Six com- 
panies of the Seventh Missouri Volunteers, under Major Oliver, were 
at. once sent forward to re-enforce Medon. Orders were also dispa tched 
to Colonel Dennis, who was moving toward this place, to change his 
direction toward Medon, attack the enemy in the rear, and if possible 
cut them to pieces and capture them. 1^ 
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Major Oliver, with, his six companies of the Seventh Missouri, moved 
at once to Medon by railroad, and attacked the enemy vigorously and 
drove him from the field. The enemy had previously taken prisoners 
some 40 of our pickets along the line of the railroad, but being driven 
from Medon and the line of the railroad and closely pursued he retired 
on the road leading to Denmark. When about 6 miles from Denmark, 
on the following morning, the enemy^s advance was met by the advance 
forces of Colonel Dennis^ command, 800 strong. Both parties prepared 
for action. Colonel Dennis, selecting a strong position for resisting a 
cavalry charge, awaited the attack. The forces of the enemy num- 
bered some 6,000. The engagement resulted in a victory to our arms, 
the most brilliant of the war. The enemy left on the field 179 dead 5 
wounded not known. Our loss is 5 killed and 51 wounded. After this 
engagement the enemy retired beyond the Hatchie toward La Grange. 

For particulars in regard to the above engagements and for lists of 
killed and wounded I beg leave to refer you to the reports of Colonel 
Crocker, Thirteenth Iowa Volunteers, and Colonel Lawler, Eighteenth 
Illinois Volunteers, inclosed herewith. 

In each of these engagements the skill and gallantry of the officers 
and the cool determined courage of the men deserve the highest com- 
mendation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. F. BOSS, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding District 

Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


3 ^ 0 . 2 . 

Report of Col. Marcellus 3L CrocTcer^ Thirtemth Iowa Infantry^ command- 
ing tiecond Division^ District of Jackson^ Tenn., of shirmisli near Boli- 
var j Tenn.^ Aiigust 30, 1862. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Disteict of Jackson, 
Bolivar^ Tenn., August 30, 1862. 

Colonel Leggett, commanding the First Brigade, was sent out by me 
this morning on the Grand Junction road, with one regiment of his 
brigade ; four companies of the Second Illinois Cavalry, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg-, two companies of the Eleventh Illinois 
Cavalry, under command of Major Puterbaugh, and one section of ar- 
tillery^ with instructions to drive off a force of the enemy’s cavalry, 
supposed to be 150 strong, and reconnoiter the country. IJpon arriv- 
ing at the ground Colonel Leggett at once became engaged with a 
large force of the enemy’s cavalry. The engagement lasted about seven 
hours, mostly skirmishing, but occasionally becoming a hand-to-hand 
fight, our forces repelling charges of the enemy’s cavalry. About 4 p. m. 
the enemy drew back, and Colonel Leggett, receiving re-enforcements 
about that time, did not renew the attack. I then ordered Colonel 
Leggett to fall, back with his entire force to a position inside our picket 
lines, where he is now stationed, expecting a renewal of the attack at 
daylight. 

We have lost in killed and wounded about 25, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hogg, of the Second Illinois Cavalry, among the number. 

During the engagement to day all the men (infantry, cavalry, and 
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artillery) behaved with the |i[reatest iLiMlhad'-y and, though opposed by 
largelv superior numbers, not only maintained their ground but drove 
the enemy back. The force of the enemy engaged was seven regiments 
of cavalry. 

Yours, respectfully, 

’ M. M. OROOKEK, 

Colonel Thirteenth Iowa Tols., S- cond Division, 

District ■'.N/- at JBolivar, Tenn, 

Capt. A< H. Eyan, 

Aide~de-V((m^ and Chief of Staff* 


JTo. 3. 

Bejyort of CoL Mortimer I>. Leggett^ Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry^ com-‘ 
manding First Brigade^ of skirmish at Bolivar^ Tenn,y August 30, 

Heabquabtehs First Brig-abe, 

Bolivar, Tenn*^ Sejgtember 1, 1862, 

Sir : I have the honor to report that about 7 o’clock a. m. of August 
30 i received from you orders to take a portion of my command, one 
section of the Kinth Indiana Battery and two companies of the Eleventh 
Illinois Cavalry, and diive back a force of rebel cavalry, reported to be 
about 400 strong, upon the Grand Junction road and near our lines. 

Colonel Force, of the Twentieth Ohio, ha\dng received information 
that a small rebel force was menacir.g our pickets, very properly took 
the responsibility in my absence of sending out two companies, under 
Major Fry, of his command, to guard the lines and feel of the enemy. 
On arriving at my headquarters I immediately sent 45 of my mounted 
infantry to support the two companies sent out by Colonel Force, and 
followed as rapidly as ;',o^sil)le with the balance of the Twentieth Ohio 
and three o' J:>cvviity-eighth Ohio, leaving orders for the 

remainder o:' ihc Sv\-.-M^y-eighth Ohio to be ready to march at a mo- 
ment’s notice. 

The cavalry and artillery had orders to meet me at the picket post 
at the Grand "Junction road, but on arriving at that point I found that 
neither had got there. I left the infantry at that point under command 
of Colonel Force to escort the artillery when it should arrive. With 
my stall* I imessed rai)idl 3 " on to the front to prevent, if possible, an en- 
gogeircui, until my main force could come up. 

When I reached the advance I found the two companies of the Twen- 
tieth Ohio and the mounted infantry deployed in a piece of woodland 
on the Van Bui’en road, about 5^ miles from Bolivar, and briskly skir- 
mishing with the enemy. I immediately discovered that we had been 
deceived as to the number of the rebels, and sent back for the balance 
of my command to come forward as rapidly as jiossiblc-. Shortly after- 
ward two comx>anies of the Eleventh Illinois C\iva I r^, under Maj. S. D. 
Puterbnugh, numbering in all 40, came up. 

The nature of the ground being such that cavalry could not be used, 
some 12 or 14 of those wdio had carbines disrhounted and formed with 
the ini’antry. After driving the enemy steadily but slowly for three- 
fourths of a mile 1 gained a iiosition where I had a distinct view of the 
foe and found that 1 was contondiiig with a force of over 6,000 instead 
of 300 or 400. I then notihed you of the fact and asked for re-enforce- 
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ments, wliicli were i)romptly supplied, but the distance from camp beiug 
over 6 miles, it necessarily took several hours to get infantry re-enforce- 
ments upon the ground. 

At this time I would have withdrawn my little force from the con- 
test, having less than one man to twenty of the enemy, but the nature 
of the ground over which I would have been obliged to retreat was such, 
that my force must have been annihilated had I attempted to escape 
from such overwhelming numbers. I had not men enough to retreat, 
and consequently had no choice left but to fight until support could 
reach us. 

After we had been engaged about two hours six companies of the 
Twentieth Ohio, under Colonel Force, came up 5 also two pieces of ar- 
tillery under Lieut. W. Eight, of the Ninth Indiana Battery. Two of 
these companies were immediately deployed'to relieve the cavalry and 
mounted infantry, that they might be held in readiness to meet any 
flank movement of the enemy. There being no adequate support for 
the artillery I dared not bring it into action, but sent it about a mile to 
the rear, to take position at the junction of the VanBuren and Middle- 
burg roads and await re-enforcements. 

About noon I discovered that the enemy were making a determined 
effort to flank us upon the right and get to our rear upon the Middle- 
burg road. Leaving Colonel Force in command on the Van Buren 
toad, I took the two companies of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry and 
mounted infantiy and passed over the Middleburg road, where we 
found the enemy advancing in large numbers. The infantry imme- 
diately dismounted and engaged the enemy with great vigor and deter- 
mination, and after a desperate struggle of over an hour diove them 
back. Just at the close of the struggle Captain Chandler, of the Sev- 
enty-eighth Ohio, came upon the ground with the remaining two com- 
panies of the Twentieth Ohio and two companies of the Seventy-eighth 
Ohio. ' These four companies were at once deployed upon the right and 
left of the Middleburg road and engaged the enemy^s skirmishers. 

The firing having ceased on the Van Buren road I sent orders to 
Colonel Force to leave a suflicient guard to protect oui* left from a sur- 
prise and bring the balance of his command to the Middleburg road, 
where it was evident that the enemy were organizing for the purpose of 
making a determined effort to break our lines to reach our rear. 

The infantry re-enforcements had not arrived. The balance of the 
Seventy-eighth Ohio was reported close by, but not near enough to sup- 
port the artillery, hence it could not be used. At this moment Lieut. 
Col. Harvey Hogg^ of the Second Illinois Cavalry, came up, with orders 
trom you to report to me upon the field with four companies of liis com- 
mand. I immediately assigned him a position on the right of the road, 
but disc(wering that the enemy would probably make a cavalry charge 
upon us before Colonel Force could reach me from the Van Buren road, 
I asked Colonel Hogg if he could hold a position on the left of the road 
and a little to the front of where he then was against a charge from 
the rebel cavalry. He ijromptly said he could and besought me to give 
him the position, which was done. 

He had not completed his change of place before the enemy charged 
down the line of the road in vast numbers, but meeting the deadly fire 
of the four infantry companies under command of Captain Chandler 
they were compelled to retreat, leaving many of their horses and men 
strewn upon the ground. 

They twice repeated their attempt to get possession of the road and 
were both times repulsed by the comx)anies under Captain Chandler. 
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They then threw down the fences and entered the field upon our left 
and'opened fire upon Colonel Hogg’s cavalry and the two coiupnnios of 
the Twentieth Ohio attached to Captain Chandler’s command. The in- 
fantry and cavalry returned the fire briskly and with terrible effect. I 
then discovered that a full regiment of cavalry was forming in the rear 
of those firing upon us, evidently with the determination of charging 
upon our cavalry and that portion of the infantry on the left of the road. 
I said to Colonel Hogg if he had any doubt about holding his position 
he had better fall back and not receive their charge. He promptly re- 
plied, Colonel Leggett, for God’s sake don’t order me back.” I replied, 
“Meet them with a charge, colonel, and may Heaven bless you.” He 
immediately ordered his men to draw their sabers, and after giving the 
order to “Porward” he exclaimed, “Give them cold steel, boys,” and 
darting ahead of his men he fell pierced with nine balls. 

The next instant the two maddened lines came together with a clash 
of arms sublimely terrible. The enemy wavered and gave partially 
away, but Colonel Hogg having fallen in full view of his men, and no 
otheV officer for the moment assiiming command, our cavalry became 
partially (l!>organized and fell back a short distance, when Oapt. M. H. 
Miisser, of Company F, Second Illinois Cavalry, took command and soon 
put them in shape for fighting again. 

The struggle between the rebel cavalry and Companies G and K, of 
the Twentieth Ohio Infantry, who were deployed on the left of the Sec- 
ond Illinois Cavalry, was if possible still more determined and angry. 
Our men engaged m a hand-to-band conflict with the enemy, and in 
fighting fifty times their own number they displayed a determined, per- 
sistent courage seldom exhibited upon the battle-field. 

Seven companies of the Seventy-eighth Ohio, under Maj. D. F. Car- 
nahan, and Colonel Force’s command from theYan Bureu road coming 
lip at this time, they formed in line to support the artillery. I ordered a 
slow retreat of the advanced line and brought the enemy within range, 
when Lieutenant Hight, of the Ninth Indiana Battery, opened upon 
them with shot and shell and caused them to break and disperse in 
great disorder. 

Thus ended a contest of seven and a half hours, in which less than 
900 of our brave soldiers met and drove from the field over 6,000 well- 
officered and well-armed rebels. 

To make mention of all who distinguished themselves for courage and 
gallantry on the battle-field would require the naming of every officer 
and man (*iiga.L;e(l. Every one did his full duty; more than could be 
reasonably asked. Not a man faced to the rear until he was ordered 
or carried back. Several fought after they were wounded until the loss 
of blood rendered them unable to stand. It would be unjust, however, 
not to name Col. M. F. Force, of the Twentieth Ohio, whose coolness 
and courage inspired all who saw him ; Major Fry, of the Twentieth 
Ohio, who commanded the advance when the attack was first made in 
the morning, was in the thickest of the fight all day ; Lieutenant Ayres, 
of the Twentieth Ohio, and Lieutenant Munson, of the Seventy-eighth 
Ohio, who together commanded the mounted infantry, and without 
whose efforts we must have lost the day ; Ipieuteuaut Hills, Twentieth 
Ohio, displayed great energy and bravery in snatching our dead and 
wounded from thq very hands of the enemy ; Captain Kaga and Lieu- 
tenant ]\Ielick, of the Twentieth Ohio, for the adroit mnnngomont of 
their companies ami their indomitable courage; Captain Chandler, of 
the Seventy-eighth Ohio, whose coolness and bravery in maneuvering 
the four companies under his command were observable by all who saw 
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Jliini. Capt. G, F. Wiles, Lieut. W. W. McCarty, and Second Lieuteia- 
. ants Foberts and Scales, all of the Seventy^eightli Ohio, are deserving 
of the highest praise for their personal valor and for their skill in extti- 
< eating their companies when entirely surrounded by the enemy. Maj. 

; S. D. Puterbaiigh and Capt. Otto Funke^ of the Eleventh Illinois Cav- 
. airy, were in the fight nearly all the time and exhibited great courage 
; and gallantry. The Second Illinois Cavalry was on the field so short a 
time I can only i)articularize their commander, the lamented Colonel 
fflogg. A braver, truer man never lifted his arm in defense of his coun- 
try. He was brave to a fault, and fell while leading one of the most 
gallant cavalry charges of the present w^ar. 

It is proper that I should make special mention of Adjt. E. N. Owen, 
Twentieth Ohio, and Adjt. H. S. Abbott, of the Seventy-eighth Ohio, who 
acted as my aides-de-camp during the day, and regardless of personal 
danger frequently went through showers of bullets in executing their 
orders. I may also say that the mounted infantry or Mule Cavalry^ 
proved an entire success. They prevented the enemy from flanking us 
at least twice during the battle. They move with the celerity of cav- 
alry, yet fight as infantry. 

Our loss was -5 killed, 18 wounded, and 64 missing. The enemy’s 
loss was far gxeater, but as they were seen to pick up and carry to the 
rear thek killed and wounded as fast as they fell their loss is not known 
to us. It is reported over 200. 

1 inclose the report* of officers commanding regiments and detach- 
ments in the battle. 

J am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. D. LEGGETT, 

Goh Seventy-eighth Ohio Yol. Infantry^ Comdg, First Brigade, 

4C6I. M. M. Crocker, Commanding Post, 


]No. 4. 

. Report of Col. Michael K. Lawler^ Eighteenth Illinois Infantry^ of shir- 
mishes at Medon and near Toone^s Station^ August 31, 1862, and at 
Britton^ s Lane, near Denmarh, Tenn., September 1, 1862. 

Headquarters Coriander of the Post, 

Jackson, Tenn,, September 6, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the following concerning the recent 
engagements along the line of the Mississippi Central Railroad and in 
the vicinity of Medon Station : 

Immediately after the repulse of the enemy at Bolivar large bodies of 
his cavalry attacked the different detachments stationed along the line 
of the Mississippi Central Railroad between Medon and Toone’s Sta- 
tions. The detachments being small, consisting at most of single com- 
panies, afte» sharp skirmishing retired to Medon Station, at which point, 
at and near the railroad depot, a barricade was constructed of cotton 
bales, under the direction of Adjutant Frohock, of the Forty-fifth Illi- 
nois; infantry. At 3 p. m., August 31, the enemy attacked the defenses 
at Medon in force, estimated to be 1,500 strong, but were gallantly held 
at bay by about 150 men of the Forty-fifth Illinois. Being informed of 
the attack on Medon I immediately sent six companies of the Seventh 
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Missouri Infantry, under the command of Maj. W. S. Oliver, by railroad, 
with instructions to re-enforce our men at that place. On the arrival 
of the train at Medou the Seventh immediately formed line and charged 
tlie enemy, driving him from the town and iniiicting considerable loss 
u[)on him, also taking a number ot prisoners. As soon as I was in- 
formed ot the demonstration on Bolivar I ordered the force stationed 
at Estanaiila, and under the command of Col. E. S. Dennis, of the Thir- 
tieth Illinois, to return to this post. The command of Colonel Dennis 
consisted of the Thirtieth Illinois, commanded by Maj. Warren Shedd; 
the Twentieth Illinois, commanded by Captain Frisbie; a section of two 
pieces of Gumbart’s artillery and t^wo companies of cavalry, commanded 
bv Ca])tain Foster. 

' Colonel Dennis struck tents on the morning of August 31, destroying 
such stores and baggage as he was unable to carry, and marched to 
within 12 miles of this post, where he was met by an order from me, 
directing him to march for Medon Station, to intercept the enemy near 
that point. Colonel Dennis countermarched his command, arriving in 
the ncinity of Denmark that night. About 10 o’clock on the morning 
of September 1 his advance guard reported the enemy in strong force at 
Britton’s Lane, near the junction of the Denmark and Medon roads. 

The enemy’s force consisted of seviui r(*giip(uiN of cavalry, viz: Bar- 
teau’s, Adams’, Siemens’, Jackson’s, Wlieeler’s, and Pinson’s, 

amounting in the aggregate to 5,000 men, under the command of Brig- 
adier-General Armstrong. The aggregate of Colonel Dennis’ force was 
about 8"^. TVs th V ■'•r was outnumbered. Colonel Dennis imme- 
diately- ' -ii'r 'i '■ the ground would admit of and formed 

in line of battle. His position was in a large grove, surrounded by- 
farms, all the lield^ bchig in corn, the woods and some broken ground 
being in the rear juul com fieldsinii*ont, the line being on a ridge. The 
greatly superior force of the enemy enabled him to entirely surround the 
command of Colonel Dennis, and early in the engagement to capture 
the transportation train, taking with it the teamsters and sick as pris- 
oners. The enemy also captured the two pieces of artillery, but were 
unable to get possession of the caissons and ammunition. During tho 
engagemeut the artillery and train were recaptured by Colonel 1 ) 1 * 11111 .-^, 
the enemy having destroyed four of the wagons by fire. The enemy 
made manj^ determined charges. Dividing their force and dismounting 
a part they attacked both as infantry and cavalry, the cavalry charg- 
ing so close as to fall from their horses almost within the ranks of our 
men. 

The battle was of four hours’ duration, at the end of which time the 
enemy left Colonel Dennis in possession of the field, leaving 179 of his 
dead on the field and also a large number of wounded. The total loss 
of the enemy in killed and wounded is over 400. The loss of Colonel 
l)ennis in killed was 5 — buried on the field immediately after the ac- 
tion. His wounded numbered about 55, who were brought to the geu- 
eral hospital at this post the day after the battle. Great praise should 
be given to the admirable generalship and ability displayed by Colonel 
Dennis, and in fact every officer acted with the greatest bravery. 
Where all did so nobly it would perhaps be invidious to particularize. 
Great credit is due Captain Frisbie, commanding the Twentieth Illinois, 
and to Major Shedd, commanding the Thirtieth Illinois j also to Adjutant 
Peyton, of the Thirtieth, who, severely wounded, refused to leave the 
field. Major Shedd was also wounded. Great praise is due Captain 
Foster, commanding the cavalry, he rendering Colonel Dennis impor- 
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taut aid ou every part of the field. The men acted with the most veteran 
courage. Surgeon Goodbrake, of the Twentieth Illinois, was untiring 
in attention to the wounded, and for skill is deserving of great praise. 
Accompanying this report I send a list of the wounded, as furnished 
by him. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 

M. K. LAWLER, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 

Capt. M. S. Kimball, Aide-de-Cam;p, 


Ko. 6. 


Reports of Brig, Qen, Franlc O'. Armstrong, C. 8. Army, of shirmish near 
Bolivar, Tenn,, August 30, 1862, and at Brittonh Lane, near Benmarh, 
Tenn,, 8^tember 1, 1862. * 


Middleburg, Tenn., 

Five miles south of Bolivar, Tmn,, September 1, 1862. 


Just finished whipping the enemy in front of Bolivar ; ran in town. 
I believe they will leave the country. West Tennessee is almost free 
of the invaders. All needed is advance of the infantry. They estimate 
their force at 10,000. I believe they have only about 6,000. Captain 
Pryor will give you the details. I send 71 prisoners to General Ville- 
pigue ; 4 commissioned oflBlcers. 

There are strong works in rear of Bolivar, and I did not enter the 
town, as it would only cause them to shell it without giving me any 
advantage. You will hear of us again in a day or so. 

FRANK G. ARMISTRONG, 

Brigadier ‘ General, 


Major Snead, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 





Hdqrs. Cay. Brig., District op the Tennessee, 

September 2, 1862, 

Major: I have the honor to report that since my dispatch from Mid- 
dleburg I have crossed the Hatchie ; passed between Jackson and Boli- 
var; destroyed the bridges and one mile of trestle work between the 
two places, holding for more than thirty hours the road. 

On my return, while marching toward Denmark, I encountered two 
regiments of infantry, two squadrons of cavalry, and two pieces of artil- 
lery, in which we captured two pieces of artillery, destroyed a portion 
of the train, and took 213 prisoners, killing and w^ounding, by their own 
statement, over 75 of the enemy. My loss was small. I recrossed to 
the south side of the river this morning and have this evening paroled 
the prisoners. 

Among the killed before Bolivar a few days ago were 2 colonels and 
in the fight at Denmark 1 lieutenant-colonel ; 8 officers taken prisoners. 


* See also Pricers report of the battle of luka^ 
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During tbe entire expedition I have bad tbe co-operation of Colonel 
Jackson, whose command deserves an equal share of credit with my 
own. Our commands were in the saddle for nearly forty-eight hours, 
and some of them longer, without food, but neither hunger nor fatigue 
could dauut them. They are ever ready when an opportunity offers to 
punish the insolent invaders. 

I am more firmly than ever convinced .that the enemy are prepared 
to evacuate Bolivar whenever an advance of our army is made. 

I move southward toward Somerville in the morning. Di-i-.il-.hi-N 
via Holly Springs will reach me, I can sMke across whenever needed. 

It would be unjust to make distinctions. Each one has nobly done 
his dutv during this expedition. 

I have gone further probably than my instructions, but I hope my 
anxiety to render service and my success will be an excuse for my do- 
ing so. 

I am, major, with respect, your obedient servant, 

’ FEAITK 0. AEMSTEOBG, 

Brigadier- General, 

Maj. Thomas L. Snead, 

Chief of Staffs Dept, of the Tennessee^ Tupelo, Miss. 


AUGUST 31, 1863»— -Capture of U. S. transport W. B. Terry on the Ten- 
nessee Eiver. 

Report of Leonard G. Klinok, master U. S. transport-steamer W. B. Terry. 

The above-named steamer left Paducah, Ky., Saturday, August 30, 
at 1 a. m., bound for Hamburg, Temi., with a cargo of coal, for the 
use of gunboats on the Tennessee Eiver. Ajrived at foot of Duck Eiver 
Sucks same day at dark, where we lay anchored in the middle of the 
river until daylight Sunday morning. Worked all day trying to get 
over the shoals without success. Pinding it impossible to get over, 
concluded to return to Paducah and report. Started down about sun- 
down, hoping to reach a safe anchorage before dark, but unfortunately 
missed the narrow and difficult channel and ran hard onto the lower 
ledge of rocks, under a bluffi high bank, with her stern only 20 feet 
from shore, and with less than 2 feet of water from boat to shore. 
Finding it impossible to get oft* without assistance, and being in hourly 
expectation of the arrival of steamer Des Moines City, which was to 
follow us up, thought best to await her arrival as long as there was any 
chance to save the boat and cargo, and then abandon and burn her, if 
necessary, to keep her out of the hands of the Confederates. 

We had on board for the protection of the boat two 0-pouiider Par- 
rott rifled guns, with a sergeant and 6 gunners, and also 10 sharp- 
shooters, all belongiiigto the Eighty-tirstEegiment of Ohio Volunteers. 
From our position the cannon were entirely useless, unless the enemy 
were within 50 feet of the boat. I sent out fi%"e of the sharpshooters as 
pickets, with instructions not to fire, but report immediately to me if 
they saw or heard any cause for alarm; and if they had obeyed orders 
I believe we could have destroyed the boat and gun.s : but the first in- 
timation we had of attack was a dischaa^ge at cluyliglu. of about 200 
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guns into the broadside of the boat, many of the balls going entirely 
through and out at the opposite side. Not a single state-room escaped 
being piercrd through. Our pickets had fired on their recon noiterers 
and then ran. This precipitated an attack by their whole force, which 
took us by surprise. From what I afterward saw I put their force at 
200, although they claimed to have a much larger force. I was in the 
after-cabin when the firing commenced, and went immediately through 
the cabin and down the forward gangway onto the lower deck to see 
about the cannon. Before reaching the after-deck, where they were 
placed, both were discharged and deserted without spiking. I found 
every man lying fiat down behind the ice-box and coal pile. I do not 
accuse them of cowardice for this, because no set of men on earth could 
have loaded the guns in their exposed position amidst such a perfect 
hail storm of bullets as was being poured through the cabins and deck. 
Their discharges were mingled with the wildest shouts I have ever 
heard. All of them were within 60 yards of the boat. Being satisfied 
that any further attempt at resistance would be worse than folly, and 
believing it my duty no longer to hazard the lives of my passengers 
and crew (not forgetting myself), 1 called with all the power of voice I 
could command for them to cease firing until I could show a flag of 
truce. I do not know that they heard me, but they did not cease firing. 
I then went up into and through the cabin, got a broom-handle, put a 
small sheet on it, went out on the guard in front of them, and waved it. 
There were as many as flity shots fired by them after I presented my 
extempore flag of truce, four of which. went through it. Their officers say 
that they ordered firing to cease the moment the flag was shown, but 
that some of their men did not hear it and could not seethe flag. Cap- 
tains Napier and Algee came immediately on board and took formal 
possession in the name of the Confederate States of America. 

All forces were then set at work throwing overboard the coal and 
everything that would lighten her, and in a few hours succeeded in 
hauling her over the rocks. They used her that evening to ferry some 
troops across the river, and the next morning stripped her of all furni- 
ture and stores and burned her about 10 o^clock. The Terry had 8 offi- 
cers, including myself. Her deck and cabin crew numbered 17 (all 
negroes), and we had 5 passengers, all of whom, with officers and crew, 
were taken prisoners. The soldiers were taken, excepting two of the 
pickets, who are missing (probably in the woods). The passengers 
were immediately paroled. My officers and myself were detained to 
work the boat until she was burned. We were then paroled and al- 
lowed to construct a raft out of the spars and stages and turned loose 
on the river, without provisions of any kind, to make our way to Fort 
Henry as best we could. 

In the attack there were none killed, unless it might possibly be the two 
missing pickets. One passenger was seriously wounded in the knee ; 
another, the only lady passenger, received a painful, though not dan- 
gerous, wound in her thigh. One of the gunners and one negro re- 
ceived two wounds each, not dangerous. The soldiers and negroes, 
some of whom were free, were all sent back in the country immedi- 
ately after capture. With Captains Napier and Algee w^e have no fault 
to find while prisoners with them. They treated us gentlemanly and 
respected our rights to private property of all kinds, but some of their 
men pilfered, much of our clothing that was not under lock and key. 

LEONARD G. KLINOK, . 

Master U. S- TramporP Steamer W. B, Terry at time of caj^ture. 
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SEPTEMBEE 5, 1862.— Skirmisli at Burnt Bridge, near Humboldt, Tenn. 

REIPOBTS. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. John A. Logan, TJ. S. Army. 

Ko. — Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army. 


No. 1, 


Reports of Brig. Gen. John A. Logan, F. 8. Army. 


Jackson, Septcmher 5, 1802. 

At 4 o’clock this a. m. a force of 200 cavalry attacked the guard at 
the Burnt Bridge, thus side of Humboldt, <lrove off the guard, and set 
lire to the bridge. The guard renewed the fight, repulsing the enemy 
and saved the bridge. Our Ibrve consisted of 28 men under a lieuten- 
ant. Our loss 1 killed and 8 wounded. The enemy’s loss not known. 
Lieutenant commandiug the enemy’s force is here a prisoner, not se- 
riouslv wounded. Om- cavalry are in pursuit. 

JOHN A. LOGAN, 

Brigadier-General. 


General Grant. 


Jackson, Tenn., [Septeniber] 5, 1862. 
All damage repaired on the road to Humboldt. We have Lieutenant- 
Colonel Borup prisoner, wounded. We have 8 wounded and 1 killed. 
No credit claimed on our side for the difference against ns. 

JOHN A. LOGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

General Grant. 


Jackson, September 5, 1862. 

I am induced to believe that my information this a. m. about the 
bridge is not wholly correct. I got my information from Colonel Bryant, 
Humboldt. I have, however, sent re-enforcements to the guard ; also 
.sent cavalry and infantry to try to intercept the rebels in their retreat. 

JOHN A. LOGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

U. S. Grant, Major-General. 


No. 2. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Bodge, U. 8. Army. 

Hdqrs. Central Division oe the Mississippi, 
Trenton, Tenn., September 5, 1862. 

The raid of the rebel cavalry this morning intended mischief to the 
Ihrough freight train, which they intended to capture. The rebels left 
Poplar Corners at 2 o’clock a. m. and struck the road a short time 
before the arrival of the train, driving off the guard, some 40 strong, 
burning their camp, and setting the bridge on fire, then waited for the 
approach of the train. It was the same bridge burned before, Two 
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negroes left Poplar Corners before the cavalry and notified the guards 
at the big bridge south of Humboldt, reaching there about one hour 
before the cavalry got to the bridge below. Colonel Bryant, by his 
promptness, got to the bridge about the time the train did and saved it. 
The guerrillas fired at the train but did no damage. The guards re- 
treated toward Humboldt, thus giving the train no notice. I think they 
must have been surprised. 

I am rather astonished that no block-houses are built at*any of those 
bridges for the protection of the guard. 

Colonel Bryant followed them with his mounted infantry. They are 
at least 200 strong, and if he overtakes them before they reach their 
main body he will whip them. I am supporting him from this place. 
I trust you will do all in your power to get horses for my cavalry. I 
suffer every day for want of them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. BODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Capt. M. Eoohester, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Golunibus, Ey, 


SEPTEMBER 5-6, 1862. — Scout toward Holly Springs and skirmish at 

Olive Branch, Miss. 

Report of Gol, Benjamin E, Grierson^ Bixfh Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 

Memphis^ Tenn,^ September 8, 1862. 

General; In accordance with your letter of instructions of Septem- 
ber 4 I left camp with 160 mounted men of my command and pro- 
ceeded on scout. After crossing the iSTonconah I could hear of no force 
of the rebels to the east of that neighborhood, but upon receiving in- 
formation that there were two companies of cavalry at Hernando I 
moved upon that place, arriving a little before daylight upon the morn- 
ing of the 6th. 

We immediately dashed intp the town, picketing the approaches 
thereto, but upon investigation found that the enemy had left a day or 
two before for Coldwater Bridge. Here I arrested 12 men, and having 
15 of my command whose horses were unfit for further rapid travel I 
sent them with the prisoners, under Lieut. Nathaniel B. Cunningham, of 
Company G, to Memphis, who, however, were subsequently fired upon 
by a party of guerrillas when within about 12 miles of that place. 
Lieutenant Cunningham was immediately killed, but his death was 
avenged by a detachment sent out under Major Loomis by your order. 

After seeing the departure of the detachment with the prisoners 
I started toward Holly Springs. Soon after leaving Hernando, re- 
ceiving information that 20 guerrillas were concealed in a large field 
near by awaiting our departure, we drove them from their hiding place 
toward Coldwater, after which we bore off to the left from Holly Springs 
road by a by-lane until we came upon a road leading toward Pigeon 
Boost road, passing Bobinson’s Cross-Boads and moving toward Olive 
Branch. We encamped 1 mile west of that place for the night. Our 
rations having given out, I sent Major Stacy with about 80 men toward 
Germantown, about a mile, to procure breakfast, I with the balance of 
men remaining near the place of encampment, where we had break- 
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fast prepared for us. I liad previously ordered Major Staey to be very 
cautions and to place pickets out, which ho did, and not allow his men 
ito (j[uit their arms. I also threw out my pickets, and as fast as the men 
had eaten ordered them to remain near their horses with their arms, in 
readiness to repel any attack. When, however, not more than half our 
men had eaten an alarm was given. Our pickets were being driven in 
from the direction of Olive Branch and closely pursued by a large force 
of the enemy, who upon approaching us closely rapidly dismounted two 
companies. 

Seeing from our position that it was impossible to secure our horses 
I immediately gave the order to fight on foot. Some of my command, 
not hearing the order, created some confusion by approacliing the enemy 
too closely in their efforts to secure their hoi\ses. I soon succeeded, 
however, in getting our men into line and fell back to a better position 
some 30 feet opposite the barn-yard, where the most of our horses were 
hitched, the enemy in the mean time briskly firing and advancing upon 
us in force. It is but justice for me here to mention the valuable serv- 
ices of Captain Peck, Company A, and Lieutenant Hazzard, Company 
C, who ably assisted me in getting and keeping the men in line and 
throwing out skirmishers to the right and left of the road, where they 
were partially sheltered by the fences. And here I cannot refrain from 
mentioning the pride I feel at the marked coolness and braveness of 
my command at this time oii-am-d. They stood their ground like brave 
men that I now know them to be, never faltering, but standing firmly 
and manfully at their posts, pouring the shots thick and fast into the 
ranks of the enemy, who outnumbered us four to one. After twenty 
minutes^ constant firing, the lines of the enemy being greatly threat- 
ened, they began to waver and fall back, our boys advancing on them. 
Seeing their lines giving way, I ordered a portion of my men to mount, 
tiie balance keeping up a brisk fire on the retreating enemy. We then 
charged, routing and driving them back upon their reserve, fully one- 
third of a mile. I had previously sent a messenger to Major Stacy to 
attack them in the flank and rear, and hoping that the force under 
Major Stacy would soon arrive we pressed our advantage, but owing 
to the large force of the rebels’ reserve, who at once threw out two 
companies, one to the right and one to the left, to flank us, we were re- 
luctantly obliged to fall back, at the same time throwing out skir- 
mishers to the right and left to watch the movements of the enemy, 
who we found were not advancing on our flanks as we expected, we 
still moving back slowly until we came to a cross-road, when we halted 
and threw our men into line. 

The enemy not. coming in sight we again moved forward. At this 
moment we heard the firing in the advance of us, which announced the 
arrival of Major Stacy’s command. Moving more rapidly forward, we 
saw that he had attacked the balance of the reserve, routing and driv- 
ing them from their position. We rapidly joined our forces and pur- 
sued the retreating enemy toward Eobinson’s Oross-Eoads, everywhere 
seeing evidence of a hasty retreat. 

Following as far as I deemed it prudent, we returned to *the battle 
gronml and gathered up the scattered arms, horses, and equipments. 
In the engagement we succeeded in killing 23 and wounding between 
30 and 40 and '".lp^^r:rlg 20. We also captured over 30 horses, and be- 
tween 30 and 4 ^ guns, with which they were mostly armed. 

With a portion of my command I returned by way of White’s Station, 
and arrested in that neighborhood Br. Moore, Mr. Eosechella, Mi. Trot- 
ter, Dr. Todd, and Eobei‘t Goodwin. 
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Inclosed I hand you a list of kiUed, wounded, and missing.* 

Hoping what I have done may meet your approbation, I am, general, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GEIEESON, 

Colonel, Commanding Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Gomma7iding U. 8. Forces, MeinpMs. 

[Incloanre.l 

Major Stacy has handed me the following list of those who came par- 
ticularly under his notice as acting bravely and coolly : 

Captain Davis, Company F ; Lieut. C. Baker, Company K ; Lieuten- 
ant Ball, Company E; Jeff. Spray, first sergeant; John H. Casson, 
third sergeant; John D. Kelly, corporal Company K; A. Daily, Com- 
pany K. 


SEPTEMBER 8-13, 1862. — Expedition to the Coldwater and Hernando, 
Miss., and skirmish (9th) at Cockmm’s Cross-Roads and (12th) at Cold- 
. water Railroad Bridge. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 

No. 2. — Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 


1 . 

B&gort of Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smithy TJ. 8. Armyy commanding expedi- 

tion. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Fifth Division, 
3IempJii8y Tenn.y Septemher — , 1862. 

Sir : In pursuance to the orders of the major-general commanding I 
left Memphis at 3 o^clock p. m. on the 7th instant, with detachments 
from all the regiments of the First Brigade, for the rendezvous of the 
cavalry and artillery beyond Konconah Creek, on the Pigeon Roost, or* 
Holly Springs, road. I proceeded in the morning with the whole force 
toward Holly Springs, Sixth Illinois Cavalry leading, with orders en- 
tirely discretionary, except to communicate with me at Hernando and 
advise me of anything important that might come under his observa- 
tion. As the expedition advanced it became evident that the partiwsan- 
ranger trade had received a new impetus from late news received, 
and was very brisk. Fences recently let down and the evidence of 
horsemen just having passed through met the eye in every direction. 

Colonel Grierson, commanding cavalry, hearing of a cavalry force of 
the enemy nn Coldwater, about 18 miles east of Hernando, pushed on 
in that direction. He encountered them in superior force to his own, 
and completely routed them, with considerable loss. 

I now swung around to the west to accomplish the principal object of 
the expedition, the destruction of the railroad bridge across Coldwater, 
between Hernando and Senatobia, which was done effectively. It had 
evidently been guarded by a considerable force, but their defense was 


Nominal list shows 1 officer killed, 18 men wounded, and 2 men missing. 
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very feeble. A couple of shells put an end to a brisk skirmish of some 
twenty-five minutes, and the bridge (the break in which, of 30 feet, was 
just completed) was abandoned to its fate. 

The trestle work on both sides of Coldwater is very heavy. About 
half a mile from the stream on this side was more of the same. It, as 
well as some of the road, was totally destroyed. Eailroad men in the 
command assert that, with a full supply of mechanics, the damage can- 
not be repaired in less than six weeks, and with their facilities three 
months. The saw-mill at which the lumber was sawed was also burned. 

I then returned to this post, marching at the rate of 20 miles per 
day from the time of starting. 

I have to return my sincere thanks to Captain Taylor, and Lieutenant 
Pitzman, topographical engineer of General Sherman’s staff, for the 
great assistance they so willingly rendered, me. The Sixth Illinois 
Cavalry, Colonel Grierson, beluivod admirably. Inclosed please find 
Colonel Grierson’s report and list of killed and wounded. The First 
Brigade sustained no loss. Company A, Chicago Light Artillery, Cap- 
tain Wood, is unexceptionable. 

Your obedient servant. 


M. L. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General Volunteers^ Gomdg. Detachment. 


Oapt. L. M. Dayton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ko. 2. 

Eeport of Gol. Benjamin JST. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters Sixth Illinois Catalry, 

Memphis, Tenn., S^tember 13, 1862. 

General: In accordance with Major-General Sherman’s instruc- 
tions I left camp Monday evening, 8th instant, at 6 o’clock, with 350 
men, and reported to you on the Pigeon Boost road, beyond NTonconah 
Creek, and by your order encamped 1 mile southwest of your line for 
the night. On the morning of the 9th proceeded to Olive Branch, Miss., 
made a number of arrests, sending the arrested back to youj then 
moved on toward Holly Springs. When 2 miles from Olive Branch my 
advance came upon 10 or 12 of the enemy, firing upon find " ■urNir'n':: 
them. After a distance of about 1 mile was passed they :nii‘cd 
right. Following them in this direction with my entire command suc- 
ceeded in killing 1, wounding several, and 1. 

After a forced march of some 4 or 5 mih - v.^ d a few minutes 
and then moved forward more cautiously, the rebel picket- l«r'rg frr- 
quently in sight. Soon they bore off to the left upon a 3 :»inl U 
southwest, crossing Coldwater in the direction of Cockrum’s Cross- 
Eoads, we following them closely, and when within 2 miles of the latter 
place came upon the enemy in force, consisting of portions of Jackson’s 
and Pinson’s regiments of cavalry and two oompniiics of Mississippi 
mounted infantry, numbering in all between 800 and 1,000 men, strongly 
posted in a well-chosen position, gnnrdrd by broken ground and heavy 
timber, leaving a deep ditch or gully bi-i wci-n them and us. 
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Directing portions of my command totlie right and to the left, tli row- 
ing out skirmishers, moving at the same time 100 yards to tbe ditch 
or gully in front of the rebels — who poured a heavy volley upon them 
as they advanced, their shot fortunately passing harmlessly over our 
heads-^ismounting a portion of my men, they gained the protection of 
the ditch before mentioned, and we opened a vigorous fire upon the 
enemy from all points, which proving destructive, they soon wavered 
and fell back. We pressed them closely through the woods for a mile 
to a large field, at the edge of which they rallied, endeavoring to make 
a stand. That portion of my force who were dismounted and fighting 
on foot having remounted, with our entire force directed an impetuous 
charge upon their flanks, preventing them forming into line and drove 
them in confusion across the field, a distance of quite a mile. Here, 
gaining the protection of heavy timber and fence and tbe advantage 
of rising ground, gathering their scattered forces, they attemx)ted to 
make another stand. Hushing forward the center, frequently admon- 
ishing my men to keep in good order, i>ress forward, and fire low, the 
rebels, yielding under this movement on their left an'd center, made a 
desperate effort to flank my left. I ordered the main portion of my 
force against their right, resulting in the complete rout of their entire 
command, they scattering and fleeing in every direction. We pursued 
them as far as we could see any of them ; then halting, reformed, 
congratulated each other upon our signal success, sent three rousing 
cheers for the Stars and Stripes reverberating through the woods after 
the skedaddling foe, which may have been heard in Grenada, and re- 
turned through the battle ground, gathering up the arms, horses, and 
equipments which in their rout and disorder the enemy had aban- 
doned, bringing with us our few wounded to Ooldwater Bridge. 

The enemy were well armed with breech-loading carbines and revolv- 
ers, a portion (the mounted infantry) having muskets and rifles, but 
failed from some cause to use their arms to advantage. We killed of 
the enemy during the engagements 41, wounded between 70 and 80, 
and took 4 and kflled 15 of their horses. (The enemy admit a loss of 
over 100 in killed and wounded.) We lost in the fight 1 man killed 
and 4 wounded ; also 7 horses killed. 

At Ooldwater Bridge, the command having mostly crossed, an alarm 
was caused by stragglers (who may not have participated in the fight) 
that the enemy were following us in force to attack again. I soon 
formed my men in position to receive them, but upon investigation the 
alarm proved to have been given without cause. 

I regret the necessity of referring to an order given at the time of 
this false alarm by an ofiScer of my command which occasioned much 
useless marching for your command as well as mine under you, the re- 
sponsibility of which I trust may rest where it should. 

Joining you on the morning of the 10th, by your order I afterward took 
the advance, proceeded to Hernando, and camped for the night. During 
the day a detachment from my cavalry which had remained with you had 
a skirmish with a party of mounted rebels, resulting in the killing of 
1 man and 1 horse and the capture of 18 or 20 by the infantry among 
whom they were driven. 

On the morning of the 11th followed you toward Ooldwater, pressing 
to the front when within 2 miles of Ooldwater Bridge, which, upon ap- 
proaching, we discovered to be on fire and guarded by a force of rebel 
cavalry stationed bn the opposite side. Of these we killed 1 and drove 
the balance away, and succeeded in saving the bridge from destruction. 
JVom tMs point, the bridge having been repaired, I proceeded under 
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your orders to Coldwater Station, on tlie Mississippi and Tennessee 
Railroad, but on arrival found that the enemy were retreating in the 
direction of Senatobia. After burning the depot and contents and three 
railroad cars we pushed on after the retreating rebels, driving them 
before us, and certainly (kicking up a dust in their rear) to within 2 
miles of Senatobia ; not having time under your orders to pursue them 
farther, returned and joined you at Cold water Bridge. 

One of my men who had straggled behind was fired upon between 
Coldwater Station aud tl.r- bridge by guerrillas and wounded, and 1 
man accidentally shot ]iim<. ITaiYcM* our return to the bridge, causing 
his death in a short time. Returning to Hernando encamped for the 
night. On tlie morning of the 12th, after your departure for Memphis, 
I moved by your order out upon the Holly Springs road 5 or 0 miles. 
Coming upoii the enemy’s pickets, we fired upon them several times and 
drove tliem beyond Coldwater, returning through Hernando. I there 
heard that the enemy had felled trees in a number of places across the 
road we had marched over in our approach to that place the day pre- 
vious. 

Passing you on the Hernando and Memphis road, leaving a portion 
of my force with you, I pushed on to Memphis. During the clay’s march 
we were twice fired upon by guerrillas, but without injury. For the 
names of killed and wounded I refer you to inclosed list.* All persons 
arrested by my command were sent to you. 

Where all acted so praiseworthy it would seem invidious to particu- 
larize. Both officers and men obeyed orders cheerfully and promptly, 
bearing themselves gallantly, bravely fighting against superior num- 
bers. 

TToping our service has met with your approbation, I am, general, 
Will* H <pect, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GRIBRSOlS^, 
Colonel Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smth. • 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1862. — Skirmish near luka, Miss. 

R^ort of Col. Robert 0 . Miurphy^ Uighth Wisconsin Infantry. 

lUKA, Miss., September 13, 18C2— 10 a. m. 

We have been attacked by the enemy’s cavalry. Have taken two 
prisoners. They report the enemy to be Armstrong’s brigade of cavalry, 
and say the infantry is one or two days’ march behind them. We have 
repulsed them this morning. The wires arc reported eiit. I send this 
by cavalry express to Burnsville, to be tclegrjipheil there if possible 5 
if not, to be taken through by express. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. MURPHY, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

General Eoseorans, 

Commanding Army of the Mississippi. 


Nommal list omitted^ 
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SEPTEMBER 16, 1862. — Reconnaissance from Burnsville toward luka, 

Miss., and skirmisli.’*^ 

Bei)ort of Gapt, Alexander W, Dees^ Third Battery^ Michigan Light Ar^ 

tillery. 

Camp near Jacinto, Miss., 

Sepennier 22, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report in regard to 
the part my battery took in the reconnaissance toward luka, Miss., 
under command of Colonel Mower, commanding Second Brigade, Sec- 
ond Division, Army of the Mississippi, on September 16, 1862 : 

The force, consisting of three regiments of infantry, two companies 
of Sharpshooters, several companies of cavalry, and my battery, left 
Burnsville early in the forenoon. About 6 miles from luka the com- 
mand was met by the enemy’s pickets, which were driven in, and the 
force advanced. Continued reports of musketry were heard to within 2 
miles of luka, where a line of battle was formed on a hill, commanding 
the ground for about a mile. In accordance with Colonel Mower’s orders 
I placed two of my guns (one 10-pounder Parrott and one 12-pounder 
howitzer) on the brow of the hill, throwing sliell to the right, left, and 
front, where heavy clouds of dust, moving toward luka, led me to sup- 
pose the enemy to be. The other two guns of the battery were soon 
after brought in position, and the firing continued for about fifteen min- 
utes. The force now advanced through the open field below the hiU, 
reaching the wood on the other side, turned to the right; whereupon 
our infantry and cavalry advancing opened fire on the enemy. The fir- 
ing was brisk on both sides for a short time, when the colonel command- 
ing, finding the enemy’s intentions to flank us on the right, ordered a 
retreat, which was done in good order. I covered the retreat. The 
narrow road did not allow me to deploy more than one gun (the how- 
itzer, loaded with canister, and moving by a fised prolonge). After 
reaching the above-named hill we again halted, and I was ordered to 
l^lace the howitzer and one Parrott gun in position on the hill and re- 
open fire. I again shelled in several directions for a short time, and, 
everything quiet, I was ordered to cease firing, and Colonel Mower 
threw out the Sharpshooters as skirmishers in the field below the hill. 
Opposite our position, on the end of the open field, a distance of about 
a mile, was a wood. On the advance of our skirmishers the enemy 
opened a brisk fire from the edge of this wood, whereupon I reopened 
fire from my 10-pounder Parrott gun, shelling the enemy with such 
good result that they very soon retreated from the wood, and, being 
ordered to cease firing, again the whole force advanced in line of battle. 
The skirmishers on both sides continued firing for a short time, when, 
night approaching, the darkness prevented us continuing the fight. It 
was concluded we should encamp on the battle ground for the night; 
but a desei'ter coming in from the enemy informed the colonel com- 
manding that General Price was in luka with at least 12,000 men, and 
that he intended to send out a force to flank us during the night ; where- 
upon the colonel commanding ordered the whole command back to 
Burnsville, which place we reached about 11 p. m. 

NTo casualties whatever occurred in the battery during the fight It 


also Maur^^s report of the battle of luka. 
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gives me great pleasure to say tliat the officers and men under my com- 
maud acted with great bravery and coolness. 

I am, sir, very icspectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. W. DEES, 

Gaptaiiij Comdg. Dees^ Battery^ Third Michigan Light Artillery, 

W. Dean Golman, 

Major ^ and A&et, Adjt Qen»^ Second l>iv,^ Army of the Miss, 


SEPTEMBER 18-23, 1862. — Operations about Forts Henry and Donelson, 

Tenn., and skirmishes. 


Uej^orts of OoL 'William W, Lowe^ Fifth loiva Gamlry. 


Fort Henry, September 23, 1862. 

Sir: One of my scouting parties, under Lieutenant Waters, Fifth 
Iowa Cavalry, on the IStli captured near Huntingdon 8 horses, 8 mules 
1 wagon and harness, 4 barrels salt, 1 rifle, 1 common pistol, and 4 re- 
volvers. Another party, under Captain Wilcox, yesterday had a skir- 
mish, ill which 1 guerrilla captain was killed and 4 of his men captured. 

I now have Colouel nr-id’-'-u- out utter Woodward with a fair i)rospect of 
overhauling him. . a,. like to get The remainder of Stenbeck’s and 
Flood’s batteries, having but one section of each. If the Thirteeuth * 
Wisconsin can be replaced by another regiment I would wish to have 
it returned. 


Maj, Gen. IT. S. Grant. 


LOWE, 

Colonel^ 


Fort Henry, September 23, 1862. 
Sir: a = party sent from Fort Donelson, under command of 
Captain Cr ■ Iowa Gavaby, yesterday had a flght with rebels, 

killing 2 and capturing 1. He burned their stores and threw their 
ammunition into the river. 

LOWE, 

^ TT c /-I -r , Colonel, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. IJ. S. Grant, Jaclcson, 


SEPTEMBER 19, 1862. — Engagement at luka, Miss. 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1. ^Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding District of West Ten- 
nessee. 

No. 2.— Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. comniantling Army of the Mis- 

sissippi, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 3. — Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 4.— Surg, Archibald B. Campbell, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 

No. 5.— Cai«t. William M. Wiles, Twenty-second Indiana Ju&ntry, Provost-Marshal. 
No. 0.— Lieut. Col. Warren L. Lothrop, First Missouri Light Artillery, Chief of 
Ai'fcillery, 
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No. 7. — Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 8. — Col. John W. Fuller, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 9. — Maj. Zephaniah S. Spaulding, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 10. — Lieut. Col. Edward F. Noyes, Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 11. — Col. J. L. Kirby Smith, Forty-third Ohio Infantry, 

No. 12. — Capt. Thomas D. Maurice, First Missouri Light Artillery, commanding Bat- 
tery F, Second U. S. Artillery. 

No. 13. — Col. Joseph A. Mower, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No! 14^ — Maj. Eobert A. Gillmore, Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 15. — ^Lieut. Col. William A. Thrush, Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

No. 16. — Lieut. Col. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 17. — Maj. Andrew J. Weber, Eleventh Missouri Infantry. 

No. 18. — ^Lieut. Col. George W. Robbins, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 19. — Capt. Nelson T. Spoor, Second Iowa Battery. 

No. 20. — Brig. Gen. Charles S. Hamilton, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, 
with congratulatory orders. 

No. 21. — Col. JohuB. Sanborn, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 22. — Col. Norman Eddy, Forty-eighth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 23.— Lieut. Col. Do Witt C. Rugg, Forty-eighth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 24. — Col. Charles L. Matthies, Fifth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 25. — ^Lieut. Col. Addison H. Sanders, Sixteenth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 26. — Capt. Ebenezer Le Gro, Fourth Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 27. — Col. George B. Boomer, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 

No. 28.— Lieut. Col. John H. Holman, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 

No. 29. — Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C, Sullivan, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 30. — Lieut. Lorenzo D. Immell, First Missouri Light Artillery, commanding 
Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 31. — Col. Nicholas Perczel, Tenth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 32.*— Capt. John L, Young, Seventeenth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 33. — Col. Samuel A. Holmes, Tenth Missonri Infantry. 

No. 34. — Lieut. Col. Matthias H. Bartilson, Eightieth Ohio Infantry. 

No, 35. — Col. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Division. 
No. 36. — Lieut. Col. Edward Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 37. — Capt. Lyman G. Willcox, Third Michigan Cavalry. 

No, 38.— Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing, Army of 
the Tennessee. 

No. 39.— Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. S. Army, commanding Army of the West, includ. 
ing operations since July 25. 

No. 40. — Brig. Gen. Louis Hubert, C. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 41. — Col. Elijah Gates, First Missouri Cavalry (Confederate), commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 42.— Casualties and Strength of Second Brigade. 

No. 43.— Col. W. B. Colbert, Fortieth Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 44. — Col. J. W. Whitfield, First Texas Legion. 

No. 45.— Lieut. J. L. Faris, Clark (Missouri) Battery. 

No. 46.— Capt. William E. Dawson, Saint Louis (Missouri) Battery. 

No. 47..— Col. John D, Martin, jpmmanding Fourth Brigade. 

No. 48. — ^Lieut. J. W. McDonald, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Fourth Brigade. 
No. 49.— Col. Robert McLain, Thirty -seventh Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 50. — Col. F. W. Adams, Thirty-eighth Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 51.— Lieut. Col. P. Brent, Thirty-eighth Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 52.— Brig. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. S. Army, commanding Division. 

No. 53.— J. W. Gillespie, Ordnance Officer. 



64 WEST TENN, AND NORTHERN MISS. [Chap.XXIS. 

Ko. 1. 

Reports of 2Iuj. Gen. TJlysaes S. Grant, U. 8. Armij^ commanding District 

of Vi'est Tennessee, 

lUKA, Miss., Sej^tember 20, 1862. 

General Eosecrans, witli Stanley’s and Hamilton’s divisions and Miz-^ 
ner’s cavalry, attacked Price, south of this village, about two hours 
before dark yesterday, and had a sharp light, until night closed in. 
General Ord was to the north, with a mixed force of about 5,000 men. 
Had some skirip.i^M'nr with rebel pickets. This morning the fight was 
renewed by Gem^.vii who was nearest the town, but it was 

found that the enemy had been evacuating during the night, going 
south. Hamilton and Stanley, with the cavalry, are in full pursuit, and 
will no doubt break up the enemy badly, and possibly force them to 
abandon much of their artillery. 

Loss on each side is from 400 to 500 killed and wounded. The ene- 
my’s loss in arms, tents, &c., will be large. We have about 250 pris- 
oners. 

I cannofc speak too highly of the energy and skill displayed by Gen- 
eral Eosecrans in this attack and of the endurance of the troops under 
him. General Ord’s command showed untiring zeal, but the direction 
taken by the enemy prevented them taking the active part they de- 
sired. 

Among the enemy’s loss are General Little, killed, and General Whit- 
field, wounded. I have reliable information that it was Price’s inten- 
tion to move over east of the Tennessee. In this he has been thwarted. 
Price’s force consisted of about 18,000 men. 

U. S. GEAKT, 

Major-General, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haxleck, Washington. D, C, 


Headquarters, 

• Corinth^ Miss,^ September 22, 1862. 

Major-General Halleck, Generahin-CJiief : 

General; In my dispatch of the 20th our loss was overestimated 
and the rebel loss was underestimated. We found 261 of the rebel 
dead upon the field, while our loss in killed will be less than 100. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters District of West TenneskSee, 

Jackson, Tenn,, October 22, 1862. 

Colonel; I have the honor to make the following report of the bat- 
tle of luka, and to submit herewith such report-; of Mibord inn i (*> as have 
been received : ^ 

For some ten days or more before the final move of the rebel army 
under General Price eastward from the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad it 
was evident that an attack upon Corinth was contemplated or some 
change to be made in the location of that army. This caused great 
vigilance to be necessary on the part of our cavalry, especially that to 
the southern front, under Colonel Mizner. The labor of watching^ with 
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occasional skirmishing, was most satisfactorily performed, and almost 
every move of the enemy was known as soon as commenced. 

About the 11th of September Price left the railroad, the infantry and 
artillery probably moving from Baldwyn, and their cavalry from the 
roads north of Baldwyn, toward Bay Springs. At the latter place a 
halt of a few days seemed to have been made, likely for the purpose of 
collecting stores and recomioitering our eastern flank. 

On the 13th of September the enemy’s cavalry made their appear- 
ance near luka, and were repulsed by the small garrison, finder Colonel 
Mui'phy, of the Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, still left there to cover the 
removal of stores not yet brought into Corinth. The enemy appearing 
again in increased force on the same day, and having cut the railroad 
and telegraph between there and Burnsville, Colonel Murphy thought 
it prudent to retire to save his forces. This caused a considerable 
amount of commissary stores to fall into the hands of the enemy which 
properly should have been destroyed. Price’s whole force then soon 
congregated at luka. Information brought in by scouts as to the in- 
tention of the enemy was conflicting. One report was that Price wanted 
to cros5 Bear Creek and the Tennessee Eiver for the purpose of cross- 
ing Tennessee and getting into Kentucky. Another, that Yan Dorn 
was to march by the way of Eipley and attack us on the southwest, 
while Price would move on us from the east or northeast. A third, that 
Price would endeavor to cross the Tennessee, and if pursuit was at- 
tempted Van Dorn was in readiness to attack Corinth. 

Having satisfied myself that Yan Dorn could not reach Corinth under 
four days with an army embracing all arms, I determined to leave 
Corinth with a force sufficient to resist cavalry and to attack Price at 
luka. This I regarded as eminently my duty, let either of the theories 
of the enemy’s plans be the correct solution. Accordingly on the 16th 
I gave some general directions as to the plan of operation. General 
Eosecrans was to move on the south side of the railroad to opposite 
luka and attack from that side with all his available force after lea\dng 
sufficient force at Eienzi and Jacinto to prevent a surprise on Corinth 
from that direction. Major-General Ord was to move to Burnsville, 
and from there^take roads north of the railroad and attack from that 
side. General Ord having to leave from his two divisions, already very 
much reduced in numbers from their long-continued service and the 
number of battles they had been in, the garrison at Corinth (he also 
had one regiment of iniantry and a squadron of cavalry at Kossuth, one 
regiment of infantr^^ and one company of cavalry at Chewalla, and one 
regiment of infantry that moved under Colonel Mower and joined Gen- 
eral Eosecrans’ command), reduced the number of men of his command 
available for the expedition to about 3,000. I had previously ordered 
the infantry of General Eoss’ command at Bolivar to hold themselves 
in readiness to move at a moment’s warning j had also directed a con- 
centration of cars at Jackson to move these troops. Within twenty- 
four hours after the time a dispatch left Corinth for these troops to 
‘‘come on” they had all arrived, 3,4=00 in number; this notwithstand- 
ing a locomotive was thrown off the track on the Mississippi Central 
road, preventing the passage of other trains for several hours. This 
force was added to General Ord’s command, making his entire strength 
over 6,000 to take into the field. From this force two regiments of in- 
fantry and one section of artillery were taken (about 900 men) for the 
garrison or rear guard to be held at Burnsville. Not having General 
Ord’s report, these figures may not be accurate. General Eosecrans 
was moving from Jacinto eastward with about 9,000 men, making my 

n 1? -D WTT 
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total force with which to attack the enemy about ISjOOO. This was 
equal to or greater tliaii their numbers, as 1 estimated them. General 
Kosecrans, at liis suggestion, acquiesced in by me, was to move north- 
ward from liis eastei’ii march in two columns. One, under Hamilton, 
was to move up the Fulton and Eastport road ; the other, under Stan- 
ley, on the Jacinto road, from Barnett’s. 

On the ISth General Ord’s command was pushed forward, driving in 
th6 enemy’s pickets and ca])ti'.riug a few prisoners and taking a posi- 
tion within 0 miles of luka. 1 expected from the f.ilh''-.-, iog di8i)atch 
that General liosecrans would be near enough by the night of the ISth 
to make it safe for Ord to press forward on the morning of the 19th and 
bring on an ongagement : 

Septembek 18, 18(32. 

General Grant: 

One of my spies, in from Reardon’s, on the Bay Sx^riugs road, tells of a continuous 
movement since last Friday of forces eastward. They say Van Dorn is to defend 
Vicksburg, Brecki midge to make his way ;•» K- ‘i ■ . .lud Price to attack luka or 

to go to Tennessee. If Price’s forces are at !i 1 • ' I propose is to move up as 

close as we can lo-:iigld and conceal onr -i • Ordto advance from Burns- 
ville, commence ilu* :r. i.o k, and draw their attention that way, while I 'iuove in on 
the Jacinto and Fnlton roads, massing heavily on the Fulton road, and crushing in 
their left and cutting oh* their retreat eastward. I propose to leave in ten minutes 
for Jacinto, from whence I will dispatch you, hy lino of vedettes, to Burnsville. 
WiU await a few minutes to hear from yon before I start. What news from Burns- 
ville? 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-Gen&'al. 

To which was sent the following in rei)ly ; 

JTi \ \.;;i DISTRICT OF West Tennessee, 

JBurnaviue, MUs,, SejgUnibei^ 18, 186!!^ — 6.45 x)* m. 

General Rosecrans: 

General Ross’ command is at this place. McArthur’s division is uortli of the road, 
2 miles to the rear, and Davies’ division south of the road near hy. I sent forward 
two regiments of infantry, with cavalry, hy the road north of the railroad, toward 
luka, with instructions for them to bivouac for the night at a point which was desig- 
nated about 4 miles from here if uot interrupted, and have the cavalry feel where the 
enemy are. Before they reached the point of the road (you will see it on the map, 
the road north of the railroad) they met what is supposed to he Armstrong’s cavalry. 
The rebel cavalry was forced hack, and I sent instructions then to have them stop 
for the night where they thought they could safely hold. In the morning troops will 
advance from bereft 4.30 a. m. An anonymous dispatch, just received, states that 
Price, Magruder, and Breckinridge have a force of 60,000 between luka and Tupelo. 
This I have no doubt is the understandiug of citizens, hut I very much doubt their 
information being correct. Your reconnaissances x>rove that there is hut little force 
south of Corinth for a long distance and no great force between Bay Springs and the 
railroad. Make as rapid an advance as you can and let us do to-morrow all we can. 
It may he necessary to fall hack the day following. I look upon the showing of a 
cavalry force so near us as an indication of « i‘i‘i m ;m and they a force to cover it. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Major- General, 

After xnidiiiglit lli<i following dispatch was received : 

Headquarters Encampment, September 18, 1862. 

General: Your dispatch received. Goncr.il ‘5|;inh“,\’fi di\ isi-on arrived after dark, 
having been detained hy falling in therearof ihrongli fanli, of guide. Our cavalry 

is 6 m&es this side orBarneli's; Hamilton'" I'li"! lh:'Mdc n ‘h Biig.nh 
miles this side; Stanley’s near Davenport’s Mill. W* "i».. i :>pMr -i.t.-ii. 

say 4.30 a.m. This will give 20 miles’ march for n\ m‘ Inh.i. i.oi .lim 

fore he in before 1 or 2 o’clock, hut when wo come in will endeavor to do it strongly. 

» * If » * » if 

W. S. ROSECRANS. 

BHgadier-Gmefral^ U, S, Amiy, 
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Eeceiving this dispatch as I did late at night, and Avhen I expected 
these troops were far on their way toward Inka and had made plans 
accordingly, it caused some disappointment and nmde change of plan 
necessary. I immediatly dispatched to General Ord, giving him the 
substance of the above and directions not to move on the enemy until 
Eosecrans arrived or he should hear firing to the south of luka. Of 
this change General Eosecrans was promptly informed by dispatch 
sent with his return messenger. During the day General Ord returned 
to my headquarters at luka [Burnsville *?], and in consultation we both 
agreed that it would be impossible for General Eosecrans to get his 
troops up in time to make an attack that day. The general was in- 
structed, however, to move forward, driving in the enemy^s advance 
guards, but not to bring on an engagement unless be should hear firing. 
At night another dispatch was received from General Eosecrans, dated 
from Barnett’s, about 8 miles from luka, written at 12.40 p. m., stat- 
ing that head of column arrived there at 12 m. Owing to the density 
of the forest and difficulty of passing the small streams and bottoms 
all communications between General Eosecrans and myself had to pass 
far around near to Jacinto, even after he had got on the road leading 
north. For this reason his communication was nor. received until after 
the engagement. I did not hear of the engagement, however, until next 
day, although the following dispatch had been promptly forwarded: 

Hdqes. Army op the Mississippi, two miles south op Iuka, Miss., 

Sej^Umher 19, 1862 — 10.30 p. m. 

General: We mot the enemy in force just above this point. The engagement 
lasted several hours. We have lost two or three pieces of artillery. Firing was very 
hea'S'y. You must attack in the morning and m force. The ground is horri^ un- 
known to us, and no room for development. Conld not use our artillery at all. Fired 
hut few shots. Push in onto them iTntil we can have time to do something. We will 
try to get a ijosition on our right which will take luka, 

W. S. EOSECRANS, 
Brigadier-G-meral, Z7. S, Army. 

This dispatch was received at 8.35 a. m. on the 20th, and the follow- 
ing immediately sent : 

Burnsville, Sejgtemher 20, 1862—8.35 a. m. 

General Ord : 

Get your troops up and attack as soon as possible. Eosecrans had two hours’ fight- 
ing last night and now this morning again, and unless you can create a diversion in 
his favor he may find his hands full. Hurry your troops all possible. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 

The statement that the engagement had commenced again in the 
morning was on the strength of hearing artillery. General Ord, hear- 
ing the same, however, pushed On with all possible dispatch without 
waiting orders. 

Two of my staff, Colonels Dickey and Lagow, had gone around to 
where General Eosecrans was and were with him during the early part 
of the engagement. Eeturning in the dark, and endeavoring to cut 
off some of the distance, they became lost and entangled in the woods 
and remained out overnight, arriving at headquarters next morning 
about the same hour that General Eosecrans’ messenger arrived. For 
the particular troops engaged and the part taken by each regiment I 
will have to refer you entirely to the accomiia-uying reports of those 
officers who were present. 

INot occupying Inka afterward for any length of time, and then not 
with a force sufficient to give protection for any great distance around 
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(the battle was fought about 2 miles out), I cannot accompany this 
with a topograiihical mail. 1 send, however, a map showing all the 
roads and places named in this report. The country between "the road 
traveled by General Ord’s command to some distance south of the 
railroad is impassible for cavalry and almost so for infantry. It is 
iinpassabh* for artiller^^ sout-hwaid to the road tra\'eled by General 
Bosecrans’ command. Soon after dispatching General Ord word was 
brought by one of my staif (Colonel er) that the enemy was in full 
retreat. 1 immediately proceeded to luka, and found that the enemy 
had left during the night, taking everything with them except their 
wounded and the artillery (captured hy them the evening before), go- 
ing south by the Tultou road. Generals Stanley and Hamilton were 
in pursuit. This was the first I knew of the Fulton road being left 
open to the enemy for their escape. With it occupied no route would 
have been left them except east, with the difficult bottom of Bear Ci*eek 
to cross, or northeast, with the Tennessee Kiver in their front, or to 
conquer theii* way out. A partial examination of the country afterward 
convinced me, however, that troops mo\ing in separate columns by the 
routes suggeste<l could not support each other until they arrived near 
luka. On the other hand, an attempt to retreat would, according to 
jirogramine, have brought General Ord with his force on the rear of 
the retreating column. 

For casualties and captures see acc03U]>a:iying reports. 

The battle of luka foots up as follows : 

On the 16th of Srrtci we commenced to collect our strength to 
move upon Price, ju :: c;j, m two columns. The one to the right of the 
railroad, commanded by Brig. Gen. (now Maj. Gen.) W. S. Eosecrans, 
the one to the left commanded by Maj. Gen. E. O. 0. Ord. 

On the night of the IBtli the latter was in position to bring on an en- 
gagement in one hour’s march. The former, from having. . ^ . b : dis- 
tance to march and through the fault of a guide, was 20 • ^ i . . 

On the 19th, hy making a rapid march, Avith hardy, well-disciplined, 
and tried troops, arrived within 2 miles of the place to be attacked. 
Unexpectedly the enemy took the initiative and became the attacking 
party. The ground chosen was such that a large force on oui‘ side could 
not be brought into action, but the braveiy and endurance of those 
brought in was such that with the skill and presence of mind of the 
officers commanding they were able to hold their ground until night 
closed the conflict. During the night the enemy fled, lea.ving our troops 
in possession of the field, with their dead fco bury and wounded to care 
for. If it was the object of the enemy to make their way uito Kentucky, 
they were defeated in that ; if to hold their position until Van Dorn 
could come up on the southwest of Corinth and make a simultaneous 
attack, they were defeated in that. Our only defeat was in not cap- 
turing the entire army or in destroying it, as I had hoped to do. It 
was apart of General Hamilton’s command that did tho fijrhtinu. di- 
rected entirely by that cool and deserviug officer. I ■.•i.Mmro.* hFio to 
the President for acknowlodgni out of his services. 

During the absence nf i in si- 1 \.\ from Corinth that post was left in 
ch^'ge of Brig. Gen. T. J. McKean. The southern front, from Jacinto 
to Eienzi, was under the charge of Colonel Du Bois, with a small in- 
ffintry aM cavalry force. The service was most satisfactorily performed, 
Colonel Du Bois showing great vigilance and efficiency. I was kept 
constantly advised of the movements of flying bo<lies ol‘ cavalry than 
were hovering in that front. 

The wonaded, both fiieud aiul enemy, are much indebted to Surg. 
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J. Gr. F. Holston, Tneclical director, for his untiring' labors in organizing 
liosi>itfiLs and providing for their ev<a\v want. 

I cannot clovse this report witliout paying a tribute to all the officers 
and soldiers composing this command. Their conduct on the march 
was exemplary, and all were eager to meet the enemy. The x>ossibility 
of defeat I do not think entered the mind of a single individual, and I 
believe this same feeling now pervades the entire army which I have 
the honor to command. I neglected to mention in the proper connec- 
tion that to cover our movement from Corinth and to attract the atten- 
tion of the enemy in another direction I ordered a movement from Bol- 
ivar toward Holly Springs. This was conducted by Brigadier-General 
Lauman, whose report is herewith submitted. Before completing this 
report the report of Major-General Ord was received and accompanies 
this. 

I am, colonel, verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major- GeneraL 

Col. J. 0. Kelton, a. a, G., Washingtcyii^I). 0. 


2 . 

BeporU of Maj. Gen, Willutm S, Roseeram^ JJ, 8, Army\ commanding Army 
of the Mi^siHsippl., with congratulatory orders. 

Headquarters Ario- of the Mississippi, 
September 19, 1862 — 0 a. m. 

General Grant : Troops are all on the way, in fine spirits by rea- 
son of news. Eighteen miles to Iuka, but think I shall make it by the 
time mentioned — 2 o’clock p. m. If Price is there he will have become 
well engaged by time we come up, and if so twenty regiments and thirty 
pieces cannon will finish him. Hamilton will go up Fulton and Iuka 
road ; Stanley up Jacinto road irom Barnett’s ; when we get neai' will 
he governed by circumstances. Cavalry will press in on the right to 
cut off their retreat. If you can spare any of the Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry send them up to report on front as soon as possible. Country 
on our side is open ; closed on yours. 

W. S. EOSECEA^l^S, 
Brigadier'- General, U, 8. Army^ Commanding, 

Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 
BarnetfSy September 19, 18G2 — 12.40 p. ra. 
Maj. Gen. IT. S. Grant, Burnsville: 

General : Beached here at 12. Oavahy advance drove pickets from 
near here ; met another stand at about 1 mile from here. Hamilton’s 
division is advancing ; head of column a mile to the front now. Head 
of Stanley’s column is here. Hatch at Peyton’s Mill ; was skirmishing 
with cavalry; killed orderly-sergeant and brought up his book; be- 
longs to Faikner, numbered 45 men for duty. Cavalry gone east to- 
ward Fulton road one hour. One of Hamilton’s brigades went over to 
Oartersville. It will turn up into Jacinto and Iuka road above Widow 
Moore’s. Colonels Dickey and Lagow arrived here half an hour ago. 
Say you have had no skirmishing since 3 o’clock* 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Brigadier- General^ U. 8, Army^ Commanding. 
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PlEADOTTARTERS AiniY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

ii(ka^ J/m*., ^^eptember LT), — 0.45 d. m, 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Gi^ant, Command in[f Dktrwt: 

General.: Eebels left all tlieir sick and wounded at.this place ; part 
of tlieir little cam]) equipage. They are recreating with all pos=iftible 
speed. Stanley follows them directly and Hamilton endeavors to cut 
them off from the Bay Springs road. The men double-quick with great 
alacrity. General Lin Ic kiNnl, General Whitfield wounded. The rebel 
loss estimated by themselves 400 to 500 killed and wounded ] they have 
left many in the hospitals, many on the ground, which is covered with 
their dead — some fully three- fourths of a mile li'om where engageinoiit 
took iilace. We shall bring our wounded into the town at once. Phrase 
order hospital stores and attendants for 500 sick and wounded. Why 
did yon not attack this morning'? 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 
Brigadier- General^ If. 8. Army, Commanding. 

p, s. — Could you re-enforce if necessary at BarnetPs. It is now said 
that he gave orders to the colonels of his rogi’^Torts to cut their w^ay at 
all hazards to a point 35 miles from luka. It is said h(‘ expected Tilgh- 
man, with a command of released prisoners of about 7,000 strong who 
were to have joined, but he sent word to them not to come up, as he was 
in ‘‘a tight place.” 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Brigadier- GeMral^ U. 8. Army^ Gommaoiding. 


[Incloi*aemeiita ] 


General: T have opened this and read and communicated the con- 
tents to General Ord. 


JAS. B. MoPHEESOH. 


General : We are out of rations to-night. W e didn’t hear any sounds 
of the battle last p. m. Started with sounds of first gnns for town. 
General McArthur got t.ingled up among the hill roads and caused me 
some delay, but I was wiihiu 3^^ miles 'at 7 a. m. Took position there 
as per order till I could hear from General Eosecrans. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major- Gmeral^ Volmteers. 


Headquarters Army op the Mississippi, 
Ifear lulm^ September 20, 1862. 

General : The enemy, occupying a tongue of land betw^een two roads 
skirted by woods, mjidi- gjvin demonstrations of flanking us right and 
left ; appeared to be abi islii ng batteries in front, halting and dressing- 
up. Meantime their train was moving to the rear, but could not tell in 
what direction. About 4 a. m. it began to be obvious that a movement 
of gre.T i 1 1 1 r. g : I i { I , d r- to resist your or my attack was going on. I watched 
their mnxrnicsi is ,!ll night, but the fastnesses of their position prevented 
my learning nnything definite until daylight, when skirmishers were 
ordered forward and soon ascertained they were retreating. Stanley, 
with Thirty-ninth Ohio, section of artillery, and Mizner’s cavalry are 
pushing them rapidly. Mizner has ordered up cavalry on the Eussell- 
ville road, w^hile his main force is puwshing in on an oblique road leading 
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from battle-field to Fulton road. The sound of their trains had not died 
away when we began to move. What sort of a rear guard they have 
cannot say. Men are pushing forward as fast as excessive fatigue will 
admit. 

W. S. EOSECEAIjTS, 
BrUjadier- General, U. 8. Army, 


Headquahteus Ahmy of the Mississippi, 

Qyie mile south of luha^ Septemhet^ 20, 1862 — 8.45. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, Booneville: 

General : Dispatched you this morning at 7 o’clock to go by luka, 
but orderly said rebels were there 5 have sent it by courier line. 

Night closed on us before we had more than six regiments engaged, 
some of them but slightly. The rebels were in a position on a high 
ridge running to a point at the forks of the roads, where we had to at- 
tack them, and commanding the only cross-road connecting Fulton and 
Jacinto roads. The fight was sharp at the point where they captured 
the batitery (reported now not to have been carried off, but left in the 
woods). Our loss will probably amount to 400 killed and wounded. 
Eebels were obliged to leave many of their dead on the field. They 
made great noise of establishing batteries in the woods during the night 
and massing troops. It excited my suspicions. I watched the move- 
ments all night, but could do nothing until daylight, when skirmishers 
going out reported enemy retreating. Cavalry and infan^ were 
promptly put in motion to pursue. Cavalry just report seeing rebel 
train and infantry on Fulton road moving south. General Stanley has 
reached luka, I believe, but having received no report from him I can 
give no orders. Should it prove so, I shall order Hamilton’s division to 
face about and march to’ Barnett’s ; Stanley’s to follow, and endeavor 
to cut off his retreat south and drive him into the defiles of Bear Creek, 
luka is deserted. Column retreating on Fulton toward Eussellville 
road. 

Have ordered Hamilton to go to Barnett’s ; will order Stanley to fol- 
low. Cavalry will go in advance, supported by a fresh regiment. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Brigadier- General^ U, 8. Army^ Commanding, 


One and one-half miles from Tuka. 

" General Ord is moving on luka as rapidly as possible and will wail 
orders there. 

JAS. B. McPHBESON, 

Major-General^ Volunteers, 


Jacinto, September 21, 1862 — 1 a. m. 
Major-General Grant, Jackson: 

If you can let me know that there is a good opportunity to cross the 
railroad and march on Holly Springs to cut off the forces of Buck Van 
Dorn I will be in readiness to take everything. If we could get them 
across the Hatehie they would be clean up the spout. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General, 
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SfEPTEMliEU 21j 1SG2. 

Major-General Gram’: 

Your dispatch received.* 1 have already ordered Miziier to mass his 
cavalry at Peyton’s Springs and south off Jacinto 5 Hamilton’s division 
to take post on the Jacinto and Booneville road. Stanley camps 1 mile 
east of Davenport’s Mill. ^ly head<iuarters will be in Jacinto to-night. 

Price, short of provisions, retreats toward Fulton. 

Breckinridge and Van Dorn were certainly destined to some kind of 
co-operation in this move ; what they ai‘e about I cannot tell, but we 
will try to whip them in detail if we can catch them. 

Have ordered^ four days’ supplies for our army to be at Jacinto to- 
night if possible. 

The rebels killed were far more than we thought yesterday; they had 
collected 162 dead for burial 200 yards in rear of their little hospital, 
where they were found yesterday covered with tarpaulins. Those 16 
where Colonel Stanton,* [?] Tliird Arkansas, was lying were collected 
by the rebels to be carried down to the same point. My count was 99. 
These with the 162 make 201 rebels killed. This, at the usual allow- 
ance, would make them 944 wounded. Our men found bloody rags, 
&c., along the line of their march. 

W. S. EOSBOEAl^S, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

Third Division, District of West Tennessee, 

Corinthy Miss., Se^pteonher 29, 1862. 

Major: Having received the reports of the commanders of the 
troops, list of stores and prisoners captured, I hasten to lay before the 
major-general commanding the following repont'of the battle of luka: 

Mower’s able reconnaissance, on the 15th, on the Burnsville road, to 
within 2 miles of luka, with other information, having established the 
fact that Price occupied that place with a force of about twenty-eight 
regiments of infantry, six batteries and a strong body of cavalry, you 
resolved to attack, and gave orders for Ord’s and Eoss’ commands to 
concentrate at Burnsville, while I prepared to do the same at Jacinto. 
I telegraphed you, proposing that the force from Burnsville should at- 
tack the rebels from the west and draw them in that direction, and that 

1 would move in on their rear by the Jacinto and Fulton roads and cut 
off their retreat. Your approval of the plan having been received, I or- 
dered Stanley to concentrate his division at Jacinto on the 18th, where 
they had all arrived by 9 p, m. I dispatched you that evening from 
Jacinto of the arrival of Stanley’s troops, jaded by a long march, and 
that in consequence of it we would not be able to reach luka until 2.30 
o’clock of the 19th. The whole column, consisting of Stanley’s and Ham- 
ilton’s divisions, with five batteries, moved by daybreak of the 19th on 
the Tuscumbia road toward Barnett’s. I dispatched you at 7 a. m. 
that it had moved forward in good spirits and time and that I had 
hoped to reach luka by 2.30 p. in. We reached Barnett’s, a discance 
of 12 miles, by noon, having driven the enemy’s cavalry pickets some 

2 or 3 miles. Here Sanborn’s brigade of Hamilton’s division took the 
lead; the rest of Hamilton’s division came next, and Stanley’s division 
followed. The advance drove the enemy’s cavalry skirmishers steadily 
before them until we arrived within 1^ miles of luka, near the forks of the 


^ Not found. 
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Jacinto road and cross-roads leading from it to tlie Fnlton road. Here 
\vc found th-eir infantry and a battery, whicli gave our advance guard 
a volley. Hamilton, pusliing Ms First Brigade rapidly forward up the 
narrow road on the right hand, leading from the church at the forks, 
formed them astride it, amid the brush on the rough, wooded knoll (see 
accompanying map), placing Sands’ battery on the only available 
ground. The action opened immediately with grape and canister from 
the enemy’s battery directed at ours, and sharp musketry fire. from liis 
skirmishers. Having inspected General Hamilton’s dispositions on the 
front and found them good, I ordered Colonel Mizner to send a battalion 
of the Third Michigan Cavalry to reconnoiter our right, and Colonel 
Perczel, with the Tenth Iowa Infantry and a section of artillery, to take 
position on our left, on the road leading north. The remainder of Ham- 
ilton’s division formed in rear of the first line, and the head of Stanley’s 
division stood in column below the hospital awaiting the' developments 
on the front before being moved into line. The position of the troops 
at this time, say 5 p. m., is shown very nearly on the map. The en- 
emy’s line of infantry now moved forward on the battery, coming up 
from the woods on our right on the Fifth Iowa, while a brigade showed 
itself on our left and attempted to cross the road toward Colonel Perc- 
zel. The battle became furious. Our battery poured in a deadly fire 
upon the enemy’s colunm advancing up the road, while their musketry, 
concentrated upon it, soon killed or wounded most of our horses. When 
within 100 yards they received a volley from our entire line, and from 
that time the battle raged furiously. The enemy penetrated the battery, 
were repulsed ; again returned, were again repulsed, and finally bore 
down upon it with a column of three regiments and this time carried 
the battery. The cannoneers were many of them bayoneted at their 
pieces. Three of the guns were spiked. In this last charge the brigade 
of Texans which had attempted to turn our left, having been repulsed 
by Perczel, turned upon the battery and co-operated in the charge. 
The Forty-eighth Indiana, wMch lay in its track, was obliged to yield 
about 100 yards, where it was supported by the Fourth Minnesota, and 
held its position until relieved at the close of the fight by the Forty- 
seventh Illinois. The Fifth Iowa maintained its position on the right 
against a storm of fire from the rebel left and center, and even when 
the battery was carried its left yielded but slightly, when Boomer with 
a part of the Twenty-sixth Missouri came up to its support, and main- 
tained its position to the close of the fight. About this time it was 
deemed prudent to order up the First Brigade of Stanley’s division, 
which went forward with a shout. The Eleventh Missouri, filing into 
the woods, took its position on the right of the Fifth Iowa, slightly in 
its rear. Here the rebels made a last desperate attempt with two Mis- 
sissippi brigades. As the first came bearing down upon the Eleventh 
Missouri, and when within 20 paces, an officer of the rebel ranks sprang 
forward and shouted, Don’t fire upon your friends, the Thirty-seventh 
Mississippi.” He was answered by a volley which drove them back in 
confusion. The Second Brigade followed, and in the dusk of evening 
and the smoke of battle reached the very front of the Eleventh Mis- 
souri. The roar of mu^etry was terrific, but Mower met the shock and 
stood firm. The rebels recoiled and the firing ceased throughout the 
line. The troops rested on their arms. The Thirty-ninth OMo and the 
Forty-seventh Illinois hdd the front, slightly in rear of the position of 
the advance regiments, wMch were withcfrawn to replenish their ammu- 
nition. The Eleventh and Twenty-sixth Missouri took position in a de- 
pression of the ground in the open field in rear of the woods in wMch 
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the fight had Occurred. The Tenth Iowa and the Eightieth Ohio held 
our left, on the road running north, at 8 p. ni. During the early part 
of the night the enemy made great noise, as if chopping and construct- 
ing batteries. There was much moving of troops and commands of 
halting and were heard, as if massing in our front. 

Profound^ '.i''. ;); ;-h at hearing nothing from the forces on the 
Burnsville road, and not ■:! o\v 1 i.g what to expect, it became ray duty 
to make dispositions for the rh' next morning as if we were alone. 
To this end Stanley’s batteries were brought into position in the field 
south of the hospital on advantageous ground, and a line was selected 
for the infantry in case the enemy should attack us in heavy force, 
while Hamilton’s division, having borne the brunt of the battle, was 
ordered to the rear, in the next field^ below, with the intention of mov- 
ing it thence across the field to the east, through the strip of woods, to 
attack the enemy’s left. The enemy’s trains were heard from at mid- 
night, moving in a southeasterly direction, and it became evident that 
he was providing for their safety. 

Day dawned. No firing on the front. Our skirmishers, advancing 
cautiously, found the enemy had retired from his position. Skirmishers 
were immediately pushed forward and h \ column ordered to ad- 
vance upon luka. When within sight o; ilu* own, discovering a few 
rebels, he ordered some shells to be thrown. They were a few strag- 
glers from the enemy’s rear guard, his entire column having gone by 
tile Fulton road. 

Taking possession of the town and the stores left there General 
Stanley’s column pushed on in pursuit. The cavalry advanced by the 
intermediate road between the Pulton and Jacinto roads. Hamilton’s 
division faced about and marched by Barnett’s, following the enemy 
until night. finding themselves greatly di.stnnced the pursuit 
was (li.sc()!uimu‘il, and our troops returned the next day to Jacinto, 
while the rebel column continued its flight, by Bay Springs and Mari- 
etta, to its old position on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. The enemy 
left his dead on the field, part of them gatlierod for interment, and his 
badly wounded in the hospital at luka. 

His loss was: Killed, 265^ died in of wounds, I 2 O 5 left in 

hospital, 342 ; estimated number of a* hum I,- 1 removed, 350 5 prisoners, 
361, Total, 1,438. Among his killed were General Little and Colonel 
Stanton. How many other officers we do not know. Among his 
wounded were 26 commissioned officers. 

Our loss consists of : Commissioned officers killed, 65 commissioned 
officers wounded, 39; commissioned officers missing, 1 . Total, 46. 
Enlisted men killed, 138; enlisted men wounded, 559; enlisted men 
missing, 39. Total, 736. Total officers and men, 782.’**' Some of the 
missing have since returned. 

Among the ordnance stores captured were 1,629 stand of arms and 
a ^ge number of equipments, a quantity of quartermaster and com- 
missary stores, and L>,000 rounds of ammunition. 

Having thus given a detailed narrative of the battle, with sub-ropoi'ts, 
appended statements, and a map,t I conclude with the following brief 
recapitulation : 

We moved from Jacinto at 5 a. m. with. 9,000 men on Price’s forces, 
at luka. After a march of 18 miles attacked them at 4.30 p. m., and 
fought them on unknown and disadvantageous ground, with less than 
half our forces in action, until night put a stop to the contest. Having 
lost about 265 killed, 700 or 800 wounded, 361 prisoners, over 1,600 stand 

* But see revised statement, p. 78. 
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of arms, and a quantity of quartermaster and commissary stores, the 
rebels retreated precipitately during the night toward Bay Springs. Our 
troops iHirsued them for 15 miles, and finding themselves distanced, gave 
up the pursuit and returned to Jacinto. 

^’ter the detail of our operations it is with pride and pleasure I bear 
testimony to the cheerfulness and alacrity of both officers and men 
during the march and their courage and energy in action. With insig- 
nificant exceptions it was all that could be asked. 

Among the infantry regiments deserving special mention are the 
Fifth Iowa, which, under its brave colonel (Matthies) withstood the storm 
of triple fire and triple numbers ; the Twenty-sixth Missouri, which nobly 
sustained the Fifth Iowa ; the Eleventh Missouri, which, under the gal- 
lant Mower, met and discomfited two rebel brigades, and having ex- 
hausted every cartridge, held its ground until darkness and the with- 
drawal of the rebels enabled him to replenish; the Sixteenth Iowa, the 
Fourth Minnesota, the Forty-eighth Indiana, and Tenth Iowa, who 
shared in the combat, and the Forty-seventh Illinois, the Thirty-ninth 
Ohio, and others, who fought in the front or supported the rest. Sands’ 
Eleventh Ohio Battery, under the command of Lieutenant Sears, be- 
haved nobly. The fearful losses sustained by this battery (16 killed and 
44 wounded*) show their unyielding obstinacy in serving the battery. 
The cavalry (Third Michigan and Second Iowa) covered our flanks, re- 
connoitered our front, whipped the vastly superior numbers of Arm- 
strong’s cavalry under the protection of their infantry, and kept them 
there during the battle and retreat. 

I must not omit to mention the eminent services of Colonel Du Bois, 
commanding at Eienzi, and Colonel Lee, who, with the Seventh Kansas 
and a part of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, assured our flank and rear 
during the entire period of our operation. 

Among the officers of the command who deserve special mention are 
Brigadier-General Hamilton, commanding the Third Division, who took 
the advance and held the front in the battle; Brigadier-General Stanley, 
who never failed to yield the most efficient and unwearying support and 
assistance ; Brigadier-General SuUivan, commanding the Second Bri- 
gade of Hamilton’s division, whose determined courage rises with and 
has always proved equal to the oconsion; Colonel Sanborn, command- 
ing the First Brigade of the same division, whose conduct in his first 
battle was highly creditable; Colonel Eddy, Forty-eighth Indiana, and 
Colonel Mattiiies, Fifth Iowa; Colonel Boomer, Twenty-sixth Missouri, 
wounded in action; Colonel Mower, whose gallantry is equaled only by 
his energy, and numerous others, whose names appear conspicuously in 
the accompanying reports, are commended to the favorable notice of 
the major-general commanding. Besides officers of the line and their 
respective staffis I must not omit to acknowledge the services of the able 
and indefatigable chief of cavalry, Colonel Mizner. Colonel Lothrop, 
chief of artillery, also rendered services contributing much to the gen- 
eral strength and efficiency of his arm. Capts. Temple Clark, assist- 
ant adjutant-general, and Greenwood and Goddard, my aides, were very 
gallant and indefatigable in the discharge of their duties. The energy, 
painstaking, and care of Surg. A. B. Campbell, and the medical officers 
who attended the wounded, deserve most honorable mention. 

W. S. ROSEOEAKS, 

Major- General. 

Maj. John A. Eawhins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General., District of West Tennessee. 
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General Orders, } Hdqrs. Army of the Mississippi, 

160. s (Jorlnth^ i^ieptemhcr US, 1802. 

The general coiuiiunidiii^‘ has forborne to notice in orders the facts 
and results of the battle of luka until he should have before him the 
reports of all the commanders who participated in the action. 

Brothers in arms : You may well be proud of the battle of luka. On 
the 18th you concentrated at Jacinto; on the 19th you marched 20 
miles, driving ■■■ ’■ the last 8, reached the front of 

Pricers army n- in unknown woods, and opened 

the action by 4 p. m. On a narrow front, intersected by ravines and 
covered with dense undergTOwth, with a single battery, Hamilton’s 
division went into action against tlie combined rebel hosts. On that 
unequal ground, wh‘.*-l v-r— enemy to outnumber them three 

toone, they fought a , “ »wing down the rebel hordes until, 

night closing in, they rested on tlieir arms on the ground, from which 
the enemy retired during the night, leaving us masters of the field. 

The general commanding bears cheerful testimony to the fiery aln,c- 
rity with which the troops of Stanley’s division moved up cheering to 
support, when called for, the Third Division and took their places to 
giv«* ihrn :in r.py.ortnn’ty to roploni'^h their ammunition, and to the 
m.igm-iccnr :lgh*:iiig <‘i‘ . Eleventh Missouri, under the gallant Mower. 
'I'n.ii! i!i( ri p;s w ijn participated in the fight ho presents con- 
grahilatioiis on their bravery and good conduct. He deems it an espe- 
(iial duty to signalize the Forty-eighth Indiana, which, posted on the 
left, held its ground until the brave Eddy fell and the whole brigade of 
Texans came in through a ravine on the little baud, and even then 
only yielded a hundred yards until relieved. 

The Sixteenth Iowa, amid the roar of battle, the rush of wounded 
artillery horses, the charges of a rebel brigade, and a storm grpp.o. 
canister, and musketry, stood like a rock, ’ '■'* ’ ■ ■ inter, Ii!|‘ . In- 
glorious Fifth Iowa, under the brave and ■ ‘ o ‘ ' Matthies, vsus- 

taiued by Boomer with part of his noble Twenty-sixth, bore the thrice- 
repeated charges and cross-fires of the rebel left and center with a 
valor and determination seldom equaled, never excelled, by the most 
veteran soldiers. 

The Tenth Iowa, under Colonel Perezel, deserves honorable mention 
for covering our left flank from the assault of the Texan Legion. Sands^ 
Eleventh Ohio Battery, under Lieut. Sears, was served with uiiequaled 
bravery, under circumstances of danger and exposure such as rarely, 
perhaps never, hh.s fallen to the lot of one single battery during this war. 

Th<* Tliiriy-ninrh Ohio and Forty-seven tl) Illinois, who went into posi- 
tion at the close of the fight, and held it during the night, deserve 
honorable mention for the spirit they displayed in the performance of 
their duty. 

The general commanding regrets that he must mention the conduct 
of the Seventeenth Iowa, whose disgraceful stampeding forms a melan- 
choly exception to the general good courage of the troops. He doubts 
not that there are many good officers and men in that regiment whose 
cheeks bum with shame and indignation at the part the regiment acted, 
and he looks to them and to all its members, on the first opportunity, 
by conspicuous gallantry to wipe out the stain on their fair fame. 

To the brave and gallant Hamilton, who formed and maintained his 
division under the g.illiiig fire from the rebel front, having his horse 
shot under him in riio ;iction ; to the veteran and heroic Sullivan, young 
in years, but old in fight ; Colonel Sanborn, commanding the leading 
brigade in his maiden battle; Brig. Gen. D. S. Stanley, indefatigable 
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soltlier, ably aiding the advance division 5 to theii* stalf odicers, as well 
as to the regiments which have been mentioned in this order, the gen- 
eral commanding tenders individually his heartfelt thanks and congrat- 
ulations. Their gallantry and good conduct commands his respect, and 
has added a page to the claims they have on the gratitude of a great 
people, now struggling to maintain national freedom and integrity 
against an unhallowed war in favor of caste and desiiotism. 

To Colonel Mizner, chief of the cavalry division, and to the officers 
and men of his command, the general commanding here publicly tend- 
ers his acknowledgments. For courage, efficiency, and for incessant 
and successful combats he does not believe they have any superiors. 
In our advance on luka and during the action they ably performed 
their duty. Colonel Hatch fought and whipped the rebels at Peyton’s 
Mill on the lOthj pui'sued the retreating column on the 20th, hai‘- 
rassed their fear and captured a large number of arms. During the 
action 5 privates of the Third Michigan Cavalry beyond our extreme 
‘right opened fire, captured a rebel fetand of colors, a captain and lieu- 
tenant, sent in the colors that night, alone held their prisoners during 
the night and brought them in next morning. 

The unexpected accident which alone prevented us from cutting off 
the retreat and capturing Price and his army only shows how much 
success depends -on Him in whose hands are the accidents as well as 
the laws of life. 

Brave companions in arms! be always prepared for action, firm, 
united, and disciplined. The day of peace from the hands of God will 
soon dawn, when we shall return to our happy homes, thanking Him 
who gives both courage and victory. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

H. G. KENNBTT, 
lAeutenant-Golonel and Chief of Staff. 


1^0. 3. 


Return of CamaltieH in the Union forces, 

[Compiled fiom nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 

ARMY OF THE MSSISSlPPI.—Maj. Oen, William S. Eosecrans. 


Oommand. - 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

SECOND D3TI6ION. 

Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley. 

First Brigade. 

Col. John W. Fullbb. 












6 



6 

43(3 Ohio 

63(1 Ohio 




2 



2 

Ist Missouri Light Aj'tillery, Battery M... 
















Tot^l yirat Brigade 




8 



8 
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^Return of Casualties in the Union forces— Cuu tinned. 


Command. 


Second Brigade. 

CoL Joseph A. Mowbe. 


26tb Ulinois 

47th lUmois 

11th 'Missouri 

TVi'Tor 

r-'rt.i ! ■' . ' 'i 'IS ■ I' . I \ 

M -.."I ■ ^ : * I.: n ; :;•! 

Total Second Brigade 

Total Second Division 

THIED DIVISION. 

Bng. Gen. Chaelbs S. Hamilton. 

Staff 

Escort. 

5th Missouri Cavalry, Company C 

Eirst Brigade. 

Col. John B. Sanbobn. 


48th Indiana 

5th Iowa 

16th Iowa 

4th Minnesota 

26tli Miasouri 

Ohio Light Artillery, Uth Battery . 


Total Hirst Brigade 

Second, Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Jbbsmiah C. Sullivan. 


IMih Iowa 

17th lAwa 

Iwii M 

Company H 

80th Ohio 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 12th Battery. 


Total Second Brigade 

Total Third Division 

CAVALRY division. 
CoL John K. Miznbe. 


‘'H 

M K < ■ (' ' li I I 

3d Michigan 


Total Cavalry Division 

UNATTACHBD. 

lUmois Cavalry, Jenks’ company 

Total Asmj of the Idississippi . 


Killed. 


123 


128 


136 


Wounded. 1 oi* 

, uaissing. 


26 


35 


44 


S 


73 


81 


52 

109 

44 

40 

70 

33 


408 


71 


479 


569 


-S 

'B 


27 


32 


35 


5 

7 

76 

2 

3 


93 


101 


100 

217 

75 

45 

97 

54 


588 


7 

46 

13 

1 

15 

4 


86 


670 


790 


Ojfu'ete ailed Iiinii'i. L.ifayette Shanl, Blvin M. Holcomb, and Stephen W. Smith, ITifth Iowa; 
Lu III. (liMago M. L.L\Mriui , Sixteenth Iowa; Lieut. O. H. P. Smith, Seventeenth Iowa. 
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No. 4. 

Report of Sunj, AreUihald B, Campbell, U. iS. Army, Medical iJirector. 

Headquaetees Aejmy of the Mississippi, 

September 28, 1862. 

Geneeae : My report of the battle of luka has been delayed until 
all the sub-reports came in. 

In accordance with your instructions all the sick of your command 
(900 in number) were disposed of comfortably in the general hospitals 
at Corinth, Miss., and Jackson, Tenn., by the 18th instant. The com- 
mand commenced its march from Clear Creek in a rain-storm, which 
ceased about 9 o’clock in the morning, and left the roads a little muddy 
but free from the annoyance of dust. The column reached Jacinto with- 
out much fatigue. 

On the 19th the roads were in splendid order, hard, and entirely free 
from dust. The men marched with ease and in fine order, none lag- 
ging and very few straggling! They reached the battle-field unwearied 
and in good spirits. As soon as it became known that an engagement 
was impending I established a field hospital at the only place within 
2^- miles of the field where there was w^ater to be obtained. As it was 
on the road-side all the men saw the locality. Immediately after firing 
commenced the wounded began to arrive, generally carried by two men. 
Those whose legs were nearly shot away were carried in some instances 
on blankets by 6 men. The details, previously made for the purpose, 
behaved admirably, depositing those brought off and immediately re- 
turning for others. The surgeons did their best, and everything moved 
on almost like clock-work. ■ Finding the wounded becoming very numer- 
ous, a second depot was established about half a mile in the rear of 
the first, under the supervision of Surgeon Thrall, late medical director. 

Very fortunately the night was calm and without a breath of air 
stirring, so that, as the battle raged until after night-fall, we were en- 
abled to dress the wounded by candle-light as well as if we had been 
inside a house. At 11 o’clock all had been attended to, when your 
order came to transport the wounded to the rear. The ambulances were 
brought up by the aid of Captain Mott, acting commissary of subsist- 
ence, and were loaded under the energetic supervision of Surgeon 
Thornhill, and were received at the new depor, 2| miles to the rear, by 
Surgeons Lynch and Ham. They had all reached the new depot by an 
hour after daylight, and the last were about to be unloaded when your 
order was received to move them into luka, the enemy having evacuated 
during the night. Surgeons Thrall and Ham attended to the reload- 
ing, assisted by all the surgeons present. It was found on reaching 
luka that the rebel wounded occupied our old hospital, the luka 
Springs Hotel, as weU as the Seminary buildings. Upon consultation 
with Medical Director Holston it was determined to occupy the other, 
the luka Hotel, and turn over aU the rebel wounded to their own sur- 
geons, as they had enough, and give them the Seminary buildings. At 
this time I turned over the entire charge of the wounded to Surgeon 
Holston, and, m accordance with your order, reported back to your 
headquarters at Barnett’s for duty. I cannot speak too highly of the 
surgeons nor discriminate between them. I doubt if the wounded of 
so great a carnage were ever taken care of more gently and more ex- 
peditiously. They sustained their removal with fortitude and with but 
little apparent fatigue. 

Appended is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing, amounting 
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to 108 killed, Oil wounded, and 17 missing.^* The rebel loss was very 
much greater, amounting to over 520 killed, 1,300 wounded, and 181 
prisoners, not inciiiding the wounded. I am satislied that these figures 
are within bounds from pei*soJial insi)ection and what I consider reliable 
information. 

Yery respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

A. B. CAMPBELL, 
Medical Director ^ Army of the Mississi^j^i. 


No. 5. 

Eejport of Capt William M, Wiles, Ticenty-second Indiana Infantry, Fro- 

'cost-Marshal. 

Number killed, found upon the field, and buried by our men, 265 5 
number died of wounds since battle, 120. Total number killed, 385. 
Number of wounded carried ofi* by the enemy, acitoiding to best infor- 
mation, not less than 350; number of wounded found atiuka, 342; 
prisoners not wounded, 301. Total loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, 1,438. 

WM. M. WILES, 

Capt. 22d Ind, Infty., Froi\ Mar,, Army of the Miss, 


No. 6 . 

Report of Lieut. Gol. Warren L. Lothrop, First Missouri Light Artillery, 

Chief of Artillery, 

Headquauteks Army oe the Mississippi, 

Oepioe Chief of Artillery, 
Corinth, Miss., S^temher 28, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the iiart taken 
by the artdlery under my command at the battle near luka on the 19th 
instant : 

General Eosecrans^ army left Camp Clear Greek, near Corinth, on the 
18th instant, encamped at Jacinto that night, and left "-h r n r xt m or n ' n g for 
luka. When within about 2 miles of the town the en^ ii!\ v 
in force, and Captain Sands’ battery (Eleventh Ohio Volunteers, under 
command of First Lieutenant Sears) was ordered to the front and near 
the right of the line of battle. At the same time I was ordered by Gen- 
eral Eosecrans to take one section of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery 
(under command of Lieutenant Immell, First Missouri Light Artillery), 
togelher with Colonel PerczePs regiment. Tenth Iowa Volunteers, and 
post them on the right of the enemy’s line. This position was in an 
open field. The enemy was discovered in front, and I opened on them 
with shell. Thej left and disappeared in the woods. Soon after this 
they appeared in strong force, and pressed so hard upon the section 
and regiment that they were compelled to withdraw. At this time a 
general engagement occurred along the whole line and continued until 
late in the evening. We remained on the battle-field during the night 
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and advanced the next morning on the town. When within about a 
half mile the rear guard of the enemy was discovered leaving. One 
section of Captain PowelPs battery was ordered forward, placed in posi- 
tion, and opened upon them with ease-shot, causing a hasty flight and 
much confusion in their ranks. * ' 

I would call the attention of the commanding general to the manner 
in which Lieutenant Sears and his officers and men behaved during the 
battle. One officer and 16 men were killed at their pieces, severahof 
them being bayoneted by the enemy. I cannot speak in too high terms 
of the bravery of the officers and men in this battery. Lieutenant Im- 
mell, Pirst Missouri Light Artillery, and Colonel PerezePs regiment, 
Tenth lowa^ also deserve particular mention. They remained until thby 
heard the roar from the enemy in the bushes on their right, and Colonel 
Perezel deemed it prudent to send the section back, fearing they would 
be cut offi. Colonel Perezel remained with his command on the field 
during the night.* > 

I am, sir, ver^-^ respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. LOTHEOP, 

Lieutenaiit-Golonel and Chief of Artillery, 

Lieut. Col. H. G. Kennett, ’ ^ 

Chief of tStaff Army of the Mmkeijgjyi, ^ 


i 


No. 7. 

R^ort of Brig. Gen, David S, Stanley^ U, 8, Army^ commanding Second 

Division, 

Hdqes. Second Division, Army oe the Mississippi, 
Cam]} near Jacinto ^ 3Iiss,., Septeniber 24, 1862. 

CoLONEi.: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding the right wing, that the Second Division, consist- 
ing of the First Brigade, Colonel Fuller commanding, and the Second 
Brigade, Colonel Mower commanding, left our camp on Clear Creek pn 
the 18th instant, with three days’ cooked rations and 100 rounds of am- 
munition to each man, and marched the same day by the way of Pat- 
rick’s, on the Burnsville road, when we turned and marched to within 1 
mile of Jacinto. 

Early the next morning we followed General Hamilton’s division on 
the Ta.scumbia road to Barnett’s. At 2 p. m. the head of the column 
took liie direct road to luka. At 4.30 p. m. the enemy opened fire, arid 
the division was pushed rapidly to the front. Arriving under fire, T^e 
found General Hamilton’s entire division engaged and hard pressed. 
Colonel Mower, commanding the Second Brigade, was ordered into im- 
mediate action by General Eosecrans, and by some mistake carried in 
only his own regiment, the Eleventh Missouri. They immediately be- 
came heavily engaged. The Forty-seventh Illinois, Colonel Thrush 
commanding, formed on the left of the Eleventh Missouri. The Twenty - 
sixth Illinois was formed on the right and retired. The Eighth Wis- 
consin and three Ohio regiments (the Twenty-seventh, Forty-third, and 
Sixty-third) were held in reserve. The Thirty-ninth Ohio was carried 

* Nominal list of casualties omitted sljows IG killed, 38 wounded, and 3 missing; 

total, 57, * 
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forward and posted close to the enemy on the right-hand road. This 
was the disposition of the troops of my division. 

The only regiment that became heavily engaged was the Eleventh 
Missouri. This regiinert stood its ground under a storm of musketry, 
which they repaid with double interest. The other regiments of the 
division were more or less engaged, the officers and men all beluiving 
with great gallantry. The attention of the general corr'Tr.aP(l'ri;r is 
called to the gallant conduct of Col. J. A. Mower, the 

Second Brigade, and Major Weber, commanding the Eleventh Missouri. 

It is a subject of regret to our officers and men that the coming on of 
darkness prevented their having the opportunity more fully to engage 
our wicked rebel enemy. During the night Col. J. L. Kirby Smith was 
very efficient in posting the artillery of the division, ready to renew the 
fight in the morning; but at dawn the enemy had entirely disappeared, 
leaving his dead and wounded. A pursuit of 1 mile brought us in sight 
of his rear guard in the village of luka. Colonel Euller^s brigade led, 
and I immediately made dispositions to attack ; but a few rounds from 
Powell’s battery sent the enemy flying, and no further sight of them 
was had that day, they being in ihli nMn-ar on the Fulton road. 

Inclosed you will find reports of brigade, regimental, and battery 
commanders; also lists of killed and wounded.* The latter have been 
duplicated by the division surgeon, Dr. Crane. 

My obligations are due the members of my stafi*, Oapt. W. D. Col- 
man, assistant r.dji.tr'' and Lieuts. 0. L. Smiedel and W, H. 

Sinclair, aides, for efficient and useful service on the field. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D, S. STANLEY, 
Brigadier-General^ Oommcmding, 

Lieut. Col. H. G. Kenmitt, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Mississvppi, 


No. 8. 

Report of OoL John W, Fuller ^ T.rriff,: Ohio Infantry^ commandr 

ing Hrtnnd.;. 

Hdqes. Fiest BRia., Second Div., Army of the Miss., 

September 23, 1862. 

Major : In obedience to orders I have the honor to report that my 
command formed the rear of the column during the march upon luka, 
on the 19th instant, moving in the following order : The Thirty-ninth 
Ohio Infantry, Colonel Gilbert; Light Company F, Second U. S. Artil- 
lery, Captain Maurice ; Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, Major Spaul- 
ding; Sixty-third Ohio Infantry, Colonel Sprague; Battery M, First 
Missouri Light Artillery, Captain Powell ; section of battery, Eighth 
Wisconsin, Lieutenant McLean, and Forty-third Ohio Infantiy, Colonel 
Smith. When within about 3 miles of luka we were halted in the road, 
and the batteries were moved to the right of the road and placed in po- 
sition near the edge of the woods and on the hill which overlooked the 
open field directly south of the scene of the actton. At sunset I re- 
ceived orders to advance immediately to the front. As soon as the 
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order ‘‘ Double-quick ” was ^ven the infantry ran forward, swinging 
their hats and cheering lustily ; but darkness brought a cessation of 
the firing just in time to prerent our taking a part in the action. 

Soon after dawn it was reported that the enemy had left the field of 
battle and taken a position nearer the town. My command took the 
advance, and after passing the field three regiments formed in line of 
battle, (the Twenty-seventh, Thirty-ninth, and Forty-third, of my bri- 
gade, and the Forty-seventh Illinois, Colonel Mower^s brigade) and 
moved forward upon the town. During the deployment Captain Pow- 
ell’s battery was brought forward and threw a few shots at a body of 
the enemy which appeared near the Fulton road. As we neared the 
town a flag of truce came out, borne by a citizen, saying the citizens 
desired to surrender the town, and that the soldiers (enemy) were all in 
the ditches dug by the Federal army. We then moved forward into the 
town and found that the enemy had evacuated the place, leaving by the 
Fulton road. My command went forward in pursuit till we reached 
Crippled Deer Creek. The statements of several prisoners, confirmed 
by a reconnaissance made by Captain Swoyer with two companies of 
the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, proved that the enemy was several miles 
in advance and rapidly retreating ; and in the exhausted cotidition of 
our men and the total absence of subsistence it was deemed imprac- 
ticable to continue the pursuit farther. Besting near Crippled Deer 
Creek for the night, we commenced our return toward Jacinto about 8 
o’clock on the moriiing of the 21st. 

Herewith I send copies of reports of commanding officers which show 
thar 6 casualties occurred in the Thirty-ninth Ohio and 2 in the Sixty- 
third Ohio. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. FULLER, 
Colonel Twenty-seventTi Ohio, Commanding. 

Maj. W. Dean Colman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 9. 

Report of Maj. Zephaniah S. Spauldmg, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

Heaequaeters Twenty-seventh Ohio Ineantby, 

In the Meld, September 23, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that this regiment was not called 
into.action during the recent engagement before luka, and therefore 
met with no casualties in killed, wounded, or missiug. 

In accordance with orders I marched the command at double-quick 
time up to a point within half a mile of the scene of action and remained 
under arms during the entire evening and night. On the morning of 
the 20th iustant we marched into the town, meeting with no resistance 
from the enemy. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

’ Z. S. SPAULDING, 

Major, CommaTbdmg. 

Oapt. 0. W. Dtjstan, 

A> A. G.^ Mrst Brig^y Second Div., Army of the Miss. 
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Bej^ort of Lieut, CoL Edwanl F. Not/es^ llurfy, //• Ohio Jojantrij, 

IlEADQUARlEHS THIRTY-NINTH OHIO liEOmENT, 

Cam]^ near Jacinto,, il/m., JScjjlvmher 23, 1862. 

Captain : 1 have tlie lioiior to report, for tlie inLbrmatioi} of the 
colonel coumiaiiding* the. First Bi*i^*ade, Second division, Army of the 
Mississippi, that, in compliance with orders, the Thirty-ninth Ohio 
lieginu-nt marched on the 19th instant from the ])lace of bu^onac near 
Jacinto to the battle ground of the battle of luka. When the regiment 
arrived in the immediate vicinity of the battle ground other troops, 
which had the advance, were already engaged, and before this regiment 
could be brought into action I'lglit closed in and the darkness pre- 
vented further movements. The lh::-{y-nir.:! Ohio was ordered to the 
firont and lay upon their arms during the night upon ji povt^on of the 
ground covered by the fight. The enemy retieated dvviv.g V.w night. 

1 have to report 6 persons wounded by stray shots. No other cas- 
ualties. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDW. F. N0YB8, 
Lmiiena at- Colonel, Commanding, 

Capt. W. H. Lathrop, 

Acting Aasistant .* • -C, .-.-h 


No. 11. 

Report of CoL J. L, Kirby ISmith, Forty-third Ohio Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Forty-third Ohio Yolhnteer Infantry, 
Cam^ near Jacinto, Miss., Se^t&niber 22, 1862. 

Captain: In accordance with general orders, dated Headquarters 
Department of the Misc^issippi, Barnettes, 21, I have the 

honor to report, for the information of the general commanding, that 
my regiment, at t].- the engagement near luka, was on the 

Jacinto and luka !■•),!,!, h,*! * ■* 1 and 2 miles from the field of battle, 

being the rear regiment of the First Brigade, Second Division. During 
the action it was moved forwai‘d with the brigade to a point near the 
b’.ild-’-g ed during the fight as a hospital, near the headquarters of 
i it .j\ " commander. The regiment was here halted and moved a 
short distance out of the road to the left. It remained in this position 
during the action and the night following. The regiment having taken 
no part in the action, I have no casualties to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. KIEBY SMITH, 
Colonel Forty-third Ohio Volunteer htfnnfry. 

Oapt. W. H. Lathrop, 

Acting Assistant Adyutmt-Qeneral, 
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Ko. 12. 

Jieport of CapL Thomas 1). Mwiiriee^ First Missouri lApht Artillery^ com- 
manding Battery Second U, S. Artillery. 

Oaj\ip KEAii Jacinto, Miss., 

September 22, 1862. 

Captain : In compliance with, orders I herewith submit a report of 
the battery under my command at the battle near luka, Miss., on the 
19th instant : 

The battery marched from camp, on Clear Creek, September 16, at- 
tached to the First Brigade, Second Division, CoL J. W. Fuller com- 
manding. 

On the evening of the 19th, when near luka, the firing commenced 
about 2 miles in our front. The battery was ordered forward, and placed 
in position on the right of the road and 1 mOe from the battle-field. 
Remained in position during the night, and on the morning of the 20th 
moved up, passing the battle ground, and halted in sight of the town. 
The enemy having retreated during the night, the battery was ordered 
back on the road to Barnett’s plantation and encamped, moving again 
Sunday evening to Jacinto, having taken no active part in the engage- 
ment. ISTo loss or casualties to report. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. D. MAURICE, 

Gapt. First Mo. Light Arty,^ Gomdg. Go. JF, Second TJ. S. Arty. 

Capt. C. W. DtrSTAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


m. 13 . 

Report of Goh Joseph A. Moicer^ Meventh Missouri Infantry command- 
ing Second Br igade. 

Hdqrs. Second Beig., Second Drv., Army op the Miss., 

Near Jacinto^ Miss.^ September 22, 1862. 

I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders, I moved for- 
ward on the evening of the 19th instant, at the head of my brigade, to 
a position in front of the enemy. On arriving at that point I halted 
the head of the brigade, when I found that I had only one regiment 
with me, the Eleventh Missouri Yolunteers. I opened fire on the en- 
emy, which they briskly returned. The engagementwaskept up until 
the men had exhausted their ammunition and the enemy had ceased, 
firing, when I ordered the regiment to fall back a short distance to 
prevent their being outflanked. The men fell back in good order, when 
I halted them and directed them to remain in that position, which they 
did through the night. The Eleventh behaved with the Neatest gal- 
lantry and determination, both officers and men standing to their posts 
in the midst of a most deadly fire. 

Where all did their duty so well I can hardly mention any particular 
persons, without appearing to be guilty of partiality. Major Weber 
encouraged the men by his presence and coolness under the fire of the 
enemy. I refer to his report for the particulars of the engagement. 

Inclosed herewith find reports of the commanders of the several 
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regimentvS and tbe battery of the brigade ; also list of the hilled and 
wounded and missing.* I am unable to speak of Avhat ivas done by the 
other regiments of the brigade, as they w^ere detached from it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. A. MOWEE, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. W. Dean Colman, 

Assistant Adjutant' General. 


No. 14. 

Report of Maj. Bohert A. Gillmore^ Twenty 'Sixth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Twenty-sixth Eeht. Illinois Vols., 
Gamj[) near Jacinto.^ Miss.^ September 22, 1862. 

LtETJTENANT : 1 have the honor to transmit the following report of 
this regiment, under command of Maj. E. A. G-illmore, during the en- 
gagement on September 19, near luka, Miss. : 

Were ordered forward from the road into a corn field, there to ex- 
tend the line to the right, by General Stanley in person. After holding 
this position for about three-quarters of an hour Capt. Temple Clark, 
assistant .idirfnnt-gf'norni. ordered us to move by tbe right flank, file 
left, into I hr v<*('d> 1t» '.'vovt of our former line 5 then move by the left 
flank forward to the brow of a hill, where we remained dining the 
night. Kept skirmishers in front of our regiment all night. Ore lieu- 
tenant ( J. B. Brown, Company K) was wounded in the hip by a spent 
ball. George Hall, private, Company K, was slightly wounded by a 
spent ball. Philip !ffill, private, Company K, wounded by a ball pass- 
ing through the back of the left hand and through the right wrist. An- 
drew Hughes and Charles J. Perkins, privates, Company G, slightly 
wounded with spent balls. 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

E. A. GILLMOEB, 

Major. Coynmandlng Twenty' sixth Illinois Volunteers. 

E. A. Adjutant. 


No. 15. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. William A. Thrush^ Forty ;WVcnih Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry, 
Gamp near Jacinto.^ Miss.^ September 22, 1862. 

Colonel: I have tbe honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Forty- seventh Eegiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
in the battle of luka, fought on the evening of the 19th instant : 

Arriving at 4 o^clock on the afternoon of the 19th within 4 miles 
of the town of luka, we heard indiscriminate firing in jEront, and pro- 
ceeded in line of march by the flank to within 3 miles of the town, 
where our column was halted. At 4.20 p. m. heavy volleys of musketry 
and cannonading were heard in front, and immediately my regiment 

* Embodied m revised statonieut, p. 78. 
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was ordered forward in donble-qnick time, following the Eleventh 
Missouri Volunteers. Arriving near the scene of action the Forty- 
seventh Illinois formed in line of battle on the left of the Eleventh Mis- 
souri Volunteers, when, by direction of General Stanley, my regiment 
was ordered to the front, to take position on the side of a hill and on 
both sides of the road leading to luka, and hold it, and not to attack 
the enemy, which position I occupied until about 2 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 20th instant. At that time, by order of General Eosecrans, 
the right of my regiment was thrown to the rear in continuation of a 
line formed by the Thirty- ninth Ohio, and we remained in that line until 
about 5.30 o’clock, when we were ordered to proceed with the First 
Brigade into the town of luka. From the town we joined in the pur- 
suit of the rebel army, following them to Crippled Deer Post-Office, on 
the Franklin road. The position of my regiment on the field was to 
the left of the severe fighting, and although we were all the time under 
fire opportunity did not offer to give the enemy more than four volleys. 
It gives me great pleasure to report the steady, cool, and soldier-like 
bearing of both officers and men of my command while occupying a 
position in which we were continually annoyed by the fire of the enemy 
without being able to respond to any purpose. We captured First 
Lieutenant Shehan, of the First Missouri Cavalry. 

I append list of casualties* and submit this report for your consid- 
eration. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant. 

W. A. THETJSH, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Gomdg. Forty-seventh Illinois VoL Infty, 
Colonel Mower, Gomdg. Secmid Brigade^ Second Livision. 


m. 16. 

Report of lAeut. Col. Lucius F. Stibhard^ Fifth 2iinnesota Infantry. 

Hbqrs. Fifth Eeoiment Minnesota Volunteers, 

Gamp^ S^teniber 22, 1862. 

I have the honor to report that during the action of the 20th instant, 
near luka, Miss., the Fifth Eegiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry was 
detailed, by order of Brigadier-General Stanley, to guard the train of 
transportation wagons belonging to the division and was not brought 
into action. The regiment remained upon the duty assigned it as above 
until the morning of the 21st instant, when it was moved to the breast- 
works near Barnett’s, by order of General Eosecrans. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. F. HUBBAED, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Gomdg. Fifth Minnesota Volunteers. 


Ko. 17. 

Report of Maj. Andrew J. Weber ^ Fleventh Missouri Infantry. 

Hbqrs. Eleventh Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 

S^tember 22, 1862. 

Colonel : In regard to the part taken by the Eleventh Missouri Vol- 
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uiiteer Infantry in tlie battle foiiglit at Iiika, Miss., September 19, i 
have to report tlie following: 

During tbe day the ’d bad marcbed, as the third regiment of 

tl|e Second Brigade, in rear of tbe Third Division, Army 

of tbe Mississippi, commanded by General 0. S. Hamilton. The enemy 
was first . ; d by General Hamilton, but they were in such force that 
General l-r.. *< deemed it necessary to order forward our brigade, 
which he did in person. For some reason the : in front of us 

did not move forward, and, by order of Colonel Mower, commanding 
the brigade, I immediately ordered my regiment to advance, which 
they did, iiibbig {be double-quick step and cheering vociferously. I 
advanced U; Hamilton's line of battle, and, hearing heavy firing 

op the extreme right, I hastened on in that direction. Owing to the 
density of the woods and briers immediately on the right of General 
Hamilton’s, I formed in the open field on the right, and then moved 
forward in line of battle. Immediately on entering the woods we found 
ourselves face to face with the Fourth Mississippi Brigade and not more 
tl?an thirty paces from their line of battle. We fired a volley into them, 
which must, in consequence of our close proximity, have done great ex- 
ecution. At this juncture a man ran into our ranks exclaiming: ‘^For 
God’s sake, stop firing into your own men 5 yon are firing into tbe 
Thirty-seventh ''.Ti.^sissippi.” This information was promptly answered 
by a cheer and a volley more terrific than tlie first. Tbe firing now 
became general on both sides, and tbe smolv». of our and the enemy’s 
guns was so dense that an object could not be seen five paces distant. 
We were charged upon three different times, and I am iirond to report 
that each time tbe charge was equally unsuccessful. In several in- 
stances the enemy was received on the point of the bayonet and then 
shot off, and others were shot by officers, who placed their pistols in 
their very faces. A number of prisoners were taken who pressed into 
our lines, five by my color guard alone. After about an hour’s firing 
the enemy fell back to tbe top of the ridge. When t found that my 
aininuiiition was entirely gone I reported the fact to Colonel Mower, 
who had just learned that an attempt was being made to turn our left 
flank, and he ordered ns to fall back slowly, w^hich we did in order for 
about eight or ten rods. The enemy did not follow. We received am- 
munition and remained in our new position until morning. 

.^During the engagement we had 7 men killed, G4- wounded, and 3 
n .i^ising.'^ Our loss was thus small from the fact that our men were 
brlow I la* enemy and they overshot us. 

‘J could not speak too highly of the conduct of every officer and man 
of my command. I would desire to mention them by name, but brave 
and gallant conduct on the part of onr officers was so unjiversal that I 
cannot attempt it. Captain Singleton, one of our best officers, was, I 
regret to say, very v'^:''y^ if not mortally, wounded, while bravely 

doing his duty. Lieuu VV. VV. Oleland, of the same company, who was 
acting regimental adjutant, was badly hurt by the fall of his horse, 
which was shot under him. Lieutenant Osgood, of Company I, was 
badly wounded while encouraging his men. Captain Warner and Lieu- 
tenants Cowperthwait and Foster were slightly wounded. 

Eespectfully submitted, by your obedient servant, 

A. J. WEBEE, 

Mqjor^ Commanding JEleventh Missouri Volunteers, 

Col, Joseph A. Mo wee, Commanding Second Brigade. 


Bnt see revised staitemeiit, p. 78. 
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Ko. 18. 


B^ort of Lieut, Col, George W, Bohhmsj Eighth Wiscomiu Infantry, 


Camp neae Jacinto, Miss., Septe^nher 22, 1862. 

I respectfully submit the following report of the part taken in the 
late engagement by the Eighth Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers, near 
luka. Miss., September 10: 

I was ordered with my regiment by General Stanley to take up a 
position in rear of the hospital, to support Captain Spoor^s battery, 
which was x>osted on rising ground on my right and rear, my right 
resting on the road. We held this position during the engagement, 
exposed to a heavy fire Irom the infantry in our front, but not very 
destructive, as most of the shots passed too high. There were only two 
men wounded during the action (Capt. J. B. Eedfield and Private "John 
0. Green), both of Company A. Our regimental surgeons, S. P. Thorn- 
hill and J. E. Murta, were actively engaged at hospital taking care of 
the wounded of other regiments. 

Yours, respectfully, 


G. W. EOBBmS, 

Lientenant- Colonel^ Gomdg, Eighth Wisco^nsin Regiment, 
Col. Joseph A. Mower, Gomdg, 2d Brig,^ 2d Liv,, Army of the Miss, 


No. 19. 

Re^)ort of Ga.pt, Nelson T, Spoor, Second Iowa Battery. 

Camp near Jacinto, Miss., September 22, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows of the battery under my 
command in the action of September 19 : 

On the arrival of the brigade the battery was ordered by Major Col- 
man to take position on the right of the road leading to luka, prepared 
to open fire if the enemy drove back our infantry in front. The bat- 
tery remained in this position until 12 p. m., when, by order of Colonel 
Smith, it retired 600 yards, being replaced by Pow^ell^s battery. 

Corpl. A. Atkinson and Privates William Eckles and Eobert Eose were 
slifiitly wounded by spent balls. Three horses received flesh wounds, 
but were not disabled. The ambulance attached to the battery was en- 
gaged during the night in removing the wounded from the field, and six 
blankets were taken by the hospital department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. T. SPOOE, 

Gaptain, Gommanding Second Iowa Battery. 

Lieutenant Sprag-ite, A. A. A. (?., 2d Brig., 2d Div,, Army of the Miss. 


No, 20. 

Report of Brig, Gen. Gharles S. Samilton, 71, S. Army, commanding Third 
Division, with congraUilatory orders. 

Hdqrs. Third Division, Army op the Mississippi, 

* September 23, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that my division, the First Brigade 
leading, marched from Jacinto on the morning of the 19th instant to 
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attack tlio enemy at Tuka. One-half mile west of Barnett’s the advance 
pickets of the enemy were first encountered in a deep ravine. A bat- 
talion of the Third Cavalry, by a body of skir- 

mishers, soon drove the enemy from his cover. fcSoon after passing Bar- 
nettes the cavalry were thrown to the rear and a battalion of the Fifth 
Iowa deployed as skirmishers. From this time out onr advance was 
warmly contested. The enemy’s sharpshooters occupied every position 
of defense, making the last 5 miles of the march a steady contest and a 
constant skirmish. At Mrs. Moore’s house, 4 miles from the battle 
ground, the action became quite hot. Lieutenant Scliraum, of the Ben- 
ton Hussars (one of my body guard), was mortally wounded, and a num- 
ber of skirmishers killed or wounded. The enemy was steadily driven 
before us and with constant loss. When within 2 miles of the battle- 
field the battalion of the Fifth Iowa skirmishers was relieved by an equal 
force of the Twenty-sixth Missouri, and the forward movements of the 
column pressed. When the head of the column had reached a point on 
the brow of a hill, at the cross-road, 2 miles from luka, it was halted 
for the purpose of roconno'a-ring, and the line of skirmishers pushed 
rapidly forward. This line had not advanced more than 300 yards when 
they came upon the enemy, drawn up in great force and occupying a 
strong V-' along a deep ravine ^ r.nning transversely with the main 
road jin-i h imj the crest, of the 'iill. was in position just behind 
the line of skirmishers, and saw r.! r. "^hat the moment for action 

had come. The skirmishers wer- • « I . ! . ; . * ■ . i .. on the head of the column, 
and the attack by the enemy immediately began. The ground occupied 
by the head of the column was on the brow of a densely wooded hill, 
filing off abruptly to the right and left. The underbrush and timber 
were too thick to admit of deployments, and the most that could be done 
was to take a position across the road, by marching the V^dir‘^r regi- 
ments into position by a flank movement. This was done i s ; i ■ ' i • ;m i i • i \ 
fire of musketry and grape, canister, and shell. The Eleventh Ohio 
Battery was with difficulty got into position on the crest of the hill, 
where it could command the road in front of us. The Fifth Iowa, under 
the brave Matthies, being the leading rrg-’'‘'ir r.t. was first in position in 
the woods to the right of the road, with • - » -esting near the battery. 

The Twenty-sixth Missouri, under the resolut- lb‘OF»K immediate^ 
took position on the right of the Fifth Iowa. The next regiment in tlfe 
column, the Forty-eighth Indiana, under its brave colonel (Eddy), took 
position on the left of the road, a little in advance of the battery, and, 
with its left thrown forward, so as to cover the open field on their left 
with their fire. This was the position when the battle opened on our 
side. I directed each of these regiments into position myself, and they 
were taken by the troops, under a heavy fire, with the steadiness of 
veterans, determined to conquer. The battle thus opened with but 
three raiments in position. The rebels were commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Sterling Price in person, who had arrayed against us no less than 
eighteen regiments. I saw the importance of holding the position we 
had assumed, and gave each regimental commander orders to hold every 
inch of ground at every hazard. As the remaining re^ments of the 
First Brigade came up the hill I threw them into position to protect 
the flanks of our little line of battle, the Fourth Minnesota, under Cap- 
tain Le Gro, and the Sixteenth Iowa, Colonel Chambers, the former on 
the left and the latter on the right of the line, in rear, en Echelon. The 
battle at this time had become terrific. The enemy in dense masses 
bore down in front on the right and left, showing a determined purpose 
to envelop and crush the little line in front. 
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The ground admitted of no more forces being brought into action in 
front, and our position must be held or, the enemy once forcing it, his 
overwhelming masses would have passed over the hill and fallen on 
our unformed column in the rear. Brigadier-General Sullivan, having 
reached the rear of the battle ground with the head of his brigade, 
placed one of his regiments (the Tenth Iowa, under the gallant Perczel), 
with a section of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, on the road across the 
ravine and open field on our extreme left, and finding no more of his 
forces could be brought into immediate action, placed them in position 
in reserve and came gallantly to the front, asking to be of service. I 
immediately placed him in charge of the right of the line in front, with 
instructions to hold the ground and see that the right flank was not 
turned by the heavy force of the enemy moving in that direction. 
Colonel Sanborn, in command of the First Brigade, most gallantly held 
the left in position until, under a desolating carnage of musketry and 
canister, the brave Eddy was cut down, and his regiment, borne down 
by five times their numbers, fell back in some disorder on the Eightieth 
Ohio, under Lieutenant-Colonel Bartilson. The falling back of the 
Forty-eighth exposed the battery. As the masses of the enemy ad- 
vanced the battery opened with canister at short range, mowdng down 
the rebels by scores, until, with every officer killed or wounded and 
nearly every man and horse killed or disabled, it fell an easy prey. But 
this success was short-lived. The hero Sullivan rallied a portion of the 
right wing, and, with a bravery better characterized as audacity, drove 
the rebels back to cover. Again they rallied and again the battery 
fell into their hands } but with the wavering fortunes of this desperate 
fight the battery again fell into our hands, and witii three of its guns 
spiked and the carriages cut and splintered with balls it is again ready 
to meet the foe. While these events were transpiring along the road 
the brave General Stanley had come to the front, and joining his per- 
sonal exertions to mine the regiments that had fallen into disorder were 
rallied and held in position to the close of tiie battle. One of Stanley’s 
regiments, the Eleventh Missouri, coming up fresh and eager for action, 
was pushed in to the right, where, uniting its efforts with the Fifth Iowa 
and Twenty-sixth Missouri, it made a most gallant fight and aided much 
in first holding our ground against the enemy and afterwards in driv- 
ing him back in confusion to the cover of the ravine from which the 
attack was begun. An attempt to turn my left flank by a heavy force 
of the enemy moving up the open field and ravine on my left, was most 
signally repulsed by Colonel Perczel with the Tenth Iowa and a section 
of Imraell’s battery. So bravely was this attempt repulsed that the 
enemy made no more attempts in that direction. After this repulse 
the Fourth Minnesota was withdrawn from the left and ordered to re- 
port to General Sullivan on the right, where it did good service to the 
close of the action. This completed the movements in the front, and 
the battle was fought and won in this position. The Thirty-ninth Ohio, 
of Stanley’s division, coming up during the heat of the contest, could 
not be placed in position to take an active part owing to the want of 
ground, and was placed in reserve near the log church. From 5 p. m. 
until darkness prevented distinguishing friend from foe the battle was 
fought along the road and to the right of it by the Fifth Iowa and the 
Twenty-sixth and Eleventh Missouri with a bravery which scarcely 
admits of a parallel. The enemy, confident in the heavy forces riiey 
had deployed, pushed on with frantic despeiation : but they were met 
by a greater heroism, and though often rallied and driven to the charge, 
they were as often met and hurled back to their cover. Against this 
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little front the fiercest of tlie battle was waged. Colonel Boomer was 
cut down by a terrible wound, but his regiment held their ground 
undismayed. The Biffch Iowa, under its brave and accomplished Ma(fc- 
thies, held * times its numbers, making three 

desperate a'i -: driving back the foe in (Ssorder 

each time, \\ '' i vevj cartridge exhausted, it fell back slowly and 

sullenly, making every step a battle ground and every charge a victory. 
Night alone closed the contest, and left us in possession of the field so 
bravely won. 

For a detailed report of the operations of each regiment I respect- 
fully refer you to the reports of subordinate commanders, herewith 
submitted. 

I am indebted for able and cheerful assistance rendered by Brigadier- 
General Stanley, whose division (with the exception of one regiment, 
the Eleventh Missouri), being in rear, could not take an active part. 
General Stanley had come to the front and tendered his services. To 
^e commanders of brigades. Brig. Gen. J. C. SuUivan, whose personal 
exertions and bravery contributed very largely to our success, and to 
Col. J. B. Sanborn, who, in this his first battle, exhibited a coolness 
and bravery under fire worthy a veteran, I am greatly indebted. These 
commanders (Stanley, Sullivan, and Sanborn) I cordially commend to 
the favorable notice of the Government. The reports of brigade and 
regimental commanders do justice to those who were conspicuous in this 
daring contest. I cordially unite in all they have said, and were it in 
my power would do personal honor in th ’ • “’“t to every hero. To my 
personal staft* I am under the deepest • Capt. E. M. Sawyer, 

assistant ndjufr.nt-genornl: Capt. D. P. Allen, assistant commissary of 
subsistence; Lieut, i". T. 'Pearce, and W. F. Wheeler, aides-de-camp, 
bore my orders through the thickest of the battle. nt. capable, 

and brave, their gallant conduct is worthy of and will receive the honor 
rightly their due. My division surgeon, J. E. Lynch, was unceasing in 
his efforts in his own department, and to his energy and skill the great- 
est credit is due for the prompt and efficient care of the wounded. Cup- 
tain Allen, in candying orders along the line, came upon one of the 
enemy^s regiments : but by his coolness and courage escaped from a 
murderous fire, though with a terrible wound. Lieutenant Wheeler 
received a slight but honorable wound while bearing orders in the face 
of the enemy. Captain Borcherdt, commanding my personal escort, did 
excellent and gallant service in rallying men to their standards. He 
was seriously hurt by the fall of his horse. Much of the time I was 
without a single ofScer of my staff, and was forced to send messages by 
orderlies. Two of these, Corporals White and Hill, did excellent serv- 
ice, and I beg to commend them to the notice of the general command- 
ing. To the commanders of the batteries, Lieutenant Sears and Lieu- 
tenant Immell, the highest praise is due for unyielding bravery and the 
skiU with which their pieces were handled. " Lieutenant Sears was 
severely wounded, and left his guns only when his officers, men, and 
horses were nearly all killed and disabled, and when the battery was 
fairly in the enemy^s hands. 

In closing this report I shall be permittod to embody this summary ; 

On the 19th instant my division marched 19 miles, foughl a diispr.-ulo 
battle with seven regiments against a rebel force 7inde:* (Tonc^ral 
of not less than eighteen regiments, and won a glorious victory, lying 
at night on their arms on the field their valor had won, and the follow- 
ing morning chased the fleeing enemy for 15 miles, until, worn out with 
labor and fighting and famished for want of food, the pursuit was dis- 
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coutinued only when the powers of nature were exhausted. The rec- 
ords of war may well be challenged to produce a victory under circum- 
stances and odds so desperate. Ko words of mine can add luster to the 
brilliancy ot this victory, and no award of praise given to those who 
were miles away from the battle-field will detract from the glory justly 
due to those heroes who won this audacious victory. 

The tearful list ot killed and wounded in the few regiments actively 
engaged shows with what heroism and desperation this fight was won. 
I say boldly that a force of not more than 2,800 men met and conquered 
a rebel force ot 11,000 on a field chosen by Price and a position natu- 
rally very strong and with its every advantage inuring to the enemy. 

A list of casualties is herewith submitted. It is known that 263 
rebel bodies were buried on and near the field. All their severely 
wounded, numbering over 400, fell into our hands. The number of able- 
bodied prisoners who fell into our hands is large. I report, with the 
greatest satisfaction, but 26 missing from my command. Over 800 stand 
of arms were gathered on the battle-field, mostly of improved patterns, 
showing that the rebels are not wanting in this essential means of mak- 
ing war. The dead of my division number 135, the wounded 527, and 
the missing 26. Of my staff and escort, officers, wounded, 4; private, 
kiUed, 1. Total, 693.* 

Eespectfully submitted. 

0. 'S. HAMILTON, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding Third Division. 

Lieut. Ool. H. G. Kennett, Chief of 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Brv., Army of the Miss., 

Ho. 13. ) Jacinto j Miss., S&pte7nber 23, 1863. 

The general commanding the division offers his most sincere con- 
gratulations to the brave men under his command for the victoiy won 
by their heroism and daring over the combined forces of the rebel Gen- 
eral Sterling Price, near luka, on the 19th instant, against more than 
treble your numbers, on a difficult and unknown battle ground, chosen 
by the enemy, with every advantage on his side. You have fought 
with a heroism and desperation which wrested from our enemy a glo- 
rious victory. The history of this war shows thus far no record of 
such prowess. It is a record which bears the stamp of truest heroism, 
and is a sacred pledge that in every encounter we shall be victorious. 
To the commanders of brigades, General J. 0. Sullivan and Col. John 
E. Sanborn 5 to the commanders of regiments, batteries, and to each , 
and every hero of his command the general of the division tenders his 
heartfelt and grateful thanks. 

To the brave dead we will offer the tribute of sacred memory, and 
to the wounded our tender sympathy and love. Henceforth we" know 
what we can do, and let us swear that, by the blessings of God, we will 
do and dare until this unholy rebellion shall become as dead as the 
rebels who sleeii under the sod of the battle-field of luka. 

By command of Brig. Gen. G. S. Hamilton : 

E. M. SAWYBE, 
Assistant Adjutant-QeneraL 
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Ko. 21. 

Report of GoL John B, Sanborn^ Fourth Minnesota Infantry^ commanding 

First Brigade, 

Hbqrs. Febst Brig,, Third Drv., Army of the Miss., 

September 21, 18G2. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of youi* orders of 
the 17th instant, I moved my command, consisting of the Fifth Iowa 
Infantry, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry, Foriy-eigliLh Indiana In- 
fantry, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, Sixteenth Iowa infantry, and Elev- 
enth Ohio Battery, at 4 a. m,, in an easterly direction, to a point on the 
Tuscumbia road 1 mile west of the junction of the Pontotoc road with 
the same without meeting with ar^ this point I dis- 
posed of my command in order of . ; >sted a strong guard on 

my front and flanks and awaited further orders. In pursuance of your 
order of 2 a. m. of the 19th instant I moved my command in an east- 
erly direction on the Tuscumbia road, jneceded by the Third Michigan 
Cavalry. When I had advanced about 3 miles I fell upon the enemy’s 
pickets, who fired briskly at the advanced cavahw and retired across a 
clearing into a thick growth of timber and brush, and continued their fire 
as the cavalry advanced so rapidly that it was deemed prudent to have 
a portion of the cavalry dismount and advance as infantry skirmishers. 
It being desirable at this time to conceal from the enemy all our force 
except the cavalry, I advanced in this manner to the point where the 
h-rioVi.g fiv.m luka to Bay Springs crosses the Tuscumbia road and 
ii<jiii 'I, d ■■^1 of my command in the best manner possible, in my 
judjiineii!. :vi eive an attack from an . . ’id posted guards 

souih, east, and north. I had hardly ■ this when I re- 

ceived your further orders to move forward immediately toward luka, 
1 at once drew in my guards and took up my line of march on the 
luka road, preceded," as before, by cavalry. When I had advanced 
about 2 miles the firing of the enemy’s pickets was so rapid and well 
sustained that, under your orders, I threw out four companies of the 
Fifth Iowa Infantry as skirmishers. These companies moved forward 
to their task with great alacrity, and soon succeeded in driving the 
enemy’s pickets from a strong position they had selected in a house by 
the road-side and advanced steadily, driving them for three hours, killing 
twoofil.' ihiPid -lb , oneatleast. At this time (about 4 

p. m.) I relieved the companies skirmi«=hingfrom the Fifth Iowa by four 
companies of the Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry, who went forward 
with the greatest cheerAlness, and continued to drive in thr rnomy’? 
pickets rapidly till they reached a point a little more than a inih* 
luka, whcj'e met the enemy, drawn up in line of battle, in strong 
force (about 18,000 infantry, with cavalry and artillery) and di’ew the 
jSxe from nearly his whole line. The enemy almost 
opened his batteries upon us and commenced advancing his line, and 
rendered the most rapid movements and formation necessary to pre- 
vent him enveloping my whole command. I immediately caused the 
Fifth Iowa to jBde to the right of the road and form in order of battle, 
with the right wing slightiy refused, to prevent it, as far as possible, 
from boing flanked on that wing before other troops could be brought 
up. Tito I-^l(-v<Tii 1) Ohio Battery was brought into position'immediately 
on the left of this regiment, the Forty-eighth Indiana Infantry on its 
left, with the left wing slightly refused, and the Fourth Minnesota in 
the prolongation of this hue. This line was on the crest of a ridge* 
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These regiments were ordered to hold their position at all hazards until 
further orders. The Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry was formed in 
order of battle below the crest of the ridge, with its left nearly in rear 
of the center of the Fifth Iowa and its right retiring from the front lino, 
with orders to Colonel Boomer, commanding, to mov e immediately to 
the I’ight of the Fifth Iowa should the enemy make his appearance in 
that direction, but with discretionary authority to move to the relief 
of any point the most strongly assailed. The Sixteenth Iowa Infantry 
was formed in order of battle below the crest of the hill with its right, 
in rear of the left of the Fifth Iowa and the battery and the three right 
companies of the Forty-eighth Indiana masking the balance of its front 
and about 20 yards in advance, this formation being made to support 
the battery. All fhese formations and movements were made under a 
steady fire of canister from the enemy’s batteries, and hardly had the 
disposition of the troops been made when the enemy came forward with 
his whole force and formed in front of the battery three battalions 
deep. I immediately ordered the battery to open fire and the infantry 
to commence firing. The battery fired with great rapidity and with 
extraordinary accuracy of aim, which, in conjunction with the volleys 
of musketry from the regiments in the front line, threw the enemy into 
confusion 5 and thus in his first attempt to take the battery the enemy 
was repulsed with heavy loss. The firing of his musketry during this 
advance was very rapid and quite destructive, and caused' the battalion 
on the left of the battery to waver and the right to fall back. The 
enemy soon reformed, and with renewed vigor and cheers came on to 
the assault again and was again repulsed by the well-directed fire of the 
battery and the volleys and charges made hy the Fifth Iowa. The 
three companies of the Fifth Iowa flanking the battery had by this 
time become so unmasked by the loss of men that it seemed impossible 
for the regiment or the battery to hold out, and Colonel Boomer, of the 
Twenty-sixth Missouri, immediately brought up four companies of his 
command, and formed them in line under the most galling fire on the 
right of the battery and left of the Fifth Iowa. The firing of the enemy 
at»this time had become so destructive that Colonel Boomer promptly 
proceeded to bring up the balance of his command with great gallantry 
and personal bravery, but fell severely wounded before reaching his 
command and was carried from the field. 

I had during this time been making the greatest efforts, in conjunc- 
tion with the general commanding the division, members of the staff*, and 
the field officers of the regiment, to bring back the regiment placed 
upon the left of the battery to its first position. During these efforts 
Colonel Eddy, commanding the regiment with the greatest valor, fell, 
severely wounded, and was carried from the field. The fire was so gall- 
ing it was found impossible to bring this regiment again onto this line. 
Colonel Chambers, commanding the Sixteenth Iowa Infantry, had al- 
ready fallen and had been carried from the field, and it did not at this 
time seem prudent to move the second line of battle in rear of the bat- 
tery. I proceeded to the left fla"uk of the whole line, with a view of 
drawing in that battalion in support of the battery, but the enemy had 
then appeared in its front and was engaging it with musketry. There 
was no alternative^ but for the battery, the Fifth Iowa, and the four 
companies of the Twenty-sixth Missouri to fight the battle out with 
nearly the whole force of the enemy concentrated on that point, and 
nobly did they do this. The infantry on the right continued to fire 
charge ui)on the enemy under their gallant leader, Colonel Matthiei^ 
until them whole 40 rounds of ammunition were exhausted and until 
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it was too dark to distingnisli one object from another and until one- 
half of all the men that had been taken upon the line upon the right of 
the battery were killed or wounded. The battery at the same time, 
under command of the gallant Lieutenant Sears, held out, if possible, 
with still greater desperaliou. firing until all the canister-shot was ex- 
hausted and more than of his men and nearly all his horses 

had been killed or wounded. After this the enemy came upon the 
groiinu where it was stationed, but did not remove the battery from the 
field. The position where the remaining companies of the Twenty-sixth 
JMissouri wa^s left had become very much exposed to the enemy’s fire, 
and the lieutenant-colonel, in his ‘discretion and without orders, re- 
moved them to an open field to the right of the Fifth Iowa, and then 
formed them in order of battle, where they remained for the night. 
The enemy making no further appearance on my left, I withdrew the 
Fourth Minnesota Infantry from that wing and ordered them to move 
forward and occupy the ground originally occupied by the battery and 
the left of the Fifth Iowa. They promptly moved forward to within a 
few yards of this position, when they received a heavy volley of mus- 
ketry from one of the roginonts of the Second Brigade, which caused 
them to halt and lie down. The regiment occupied this position until 
8.15 o’clock, when it was relieved by General Sullivan with one of the 
regiments of the Second Brigade. 

I am happy to report that, with the single exception of the battalion 
on the left of the batuuy, each rogimont obeyed every order with 
alacrity, and held every position assigned them until directed to vacate 
them; and, in case of the exception above named, I deem it proper to 
state that the enemy’s fire in that position was so severe that veteran 
troops even could hardly be expected to hold it. The brigade was in 
' order of battle soon after the close of the engagement ready for action 
on the following morning. Every regiment conducted itself with cool- 
ness and deliberation, and in no case fired except when the enemy ap- 
peared in ftdl view, and then with deliberate aim ; but were subjected 
to four full volleys from regiments of other brigades of our own troops 
in the rear, 

I forward herewith the reports of the commanders of the respective 
regiments of my brigade, containing fuU lists of casualties of the respect- 
ive commands. The official report of the Eleventh Ohio Battery will be 
forwarded at an early day, the only officer able to be on duty since the 
battle having been constantly engaged in refitting his battery for service. 

I regret that, in an action occupying a little more than an hour and a 
half, there were, out of about 2,100 men of my brigade engaged, 584 
killed or wounded and 24 missing.* It will be a consolation to the friends 
of aU to know thatthey died or were injured fighting manfully for their 
country, and in an engagement where the killed and wounded of the 
enemy were twice the number of our own. 

All the commanding and field officers of regiments and detachments 
labored with equal zeal and courage to. perform their whole duty. 
Colonels Matthies and Boomer made most extraordinary efforts and 
with measurably successful results. The former was more fortunate 
than the latter in being able to continue his efforts to the close of the 
engagement. They both deserve from the country the reward that a 
grateful people are always ready to confer upon faithful servants. 
Lieut. L. B. Martin, acting assistant a<^utant-general on my staff, con. 
ducted himself with great gallantry, and labored incessantly and sue. 
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cessfully in rallying the men who had left their commands and bring- 
ing them into position to do good execution against the enemy. The 
line of officers deserving especial mention for gallantry in the field dur- 
ing the action are named and referred to in the reports of the command- 
ers of their respective regiments, which reports are by me approved and 
confirmed, and to which attention is directed. 

Eespectfully submitted. 


Oapt. E. M. Sawyer, 

Asst- Adjt Gen.y Third Div. 


B. SANBOBE, 
Golonelj Commanding- 

, Army of the Mi8sissijg;pL 


No. 22. 

Bef^ort of GoL Norman Tlddy^ Forty ^eighth Indiana Infantry. 

Hospital Eo. 2, luka^ Miss.^ September 21, 1862. 

CoLor^EL ; I respectfully report the part taken in the action by my 
regiment while I remained on the field near luka, Miss., on the 19th 
instant : 

In pursuance to your orders and that of General Hamilton the regi- 
ment was formed on a line nearly with and to the left of the Eleventh 
Ohio Battery, Lieutenant Sears commanding, on the crest of a hill or 
ridge receding to the left and semicircular in form. In the rear was 
placed the Sixteenth Iowa for our support, and not more than 20 yards 
from us, and to the left was the Fourth Minnesota, in continuation of 
the front. The men were ordered to lie down and to hold their fire 
until they could make it effective. There was a deep gulch or ravine 
which it was impossible to reach with musketry as the line was then 
formed. To the right wing of the regiment the line of fire was much 
circumscribed, the range being confined to the sharp slope of the hill 
opposite and to a descending plane to the front of the line on which we 
were formed of not over 25 or 30 yards in width. On the left of the 
regiment the descent of the ground was less rapid and abrupt, but roll- 
ing, and at many points offered a cover to an enemy^s approach. The 
fixe opened upon us by their batteries at about 5 p. m., and at first 
seemed mainly directed at the battery on our right, but taking in its 
range the first and second companies of the regiment, who suffered early 
and severely in the engagement. The fire from the batteries was from 
converging points, and therefore enfilading, under which those troops 
to the front and to the right and left of our battery suffered severely. 
After their cannonading had lasted half an hour or more circumstances 
indicated the approach of an attacking column, of which I promptly 
informed you. They advanced in three lines, two deep each. As soon 
as they were perceived on the summit and descent of the hill on the oppo- 
site side, at about 250 yards distant, we opened our fire upon them and 
continued it until they were hidden by the declivity below, resuming 
the fire as soon as they came within i^ach. Here they met us with a 
volley, and our support having given away, with a force in our front at 
least four to one, the regiment foUowed. They fell back nearly 100 yards, 
where they were rallied, and although the line was irregular, they still 
showed a front to the enemy and continued to fire. By your direction 
I advanced to the support of the battery. When within about 40 yards 
of it I was wounded and compelled to retire to the rear. The command 
of the regiment then devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Eugg. His re- 
7 B E— VOL XVII 
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port, whicli no doubt will accompany this, will embody all the essential 
facts connected with the regiment after I left the held. 

Considering that it was the first time the regiment had been under 
fire and that it was outnumbered four to one by the veteran troops of the 
rebel army and that they remained in the battle to its termination, its 
conduct may be deemed satisfactory, though not in all respects what I 
could wish. To the officers especially much praise is due. They were 
prompt in the execution of every command, attentive to every duty, and 
remained with their men, encouraging them by word and example, to 
the last. To Lieutenant-Colonel Rugg I am under especial 
He gave me every aid and assistance while I remained on the field and 
contributed much to the order and good conduct of the men. His gal- 
lantry wa«! at every point of danger, I take pleasure in 

also \\\’l approbation the conductor Adjutant Stanfield, 

andpsiriiruiarl\ ibai ^ if Sergeant-Major Ellis. Other especial instances 
of meritorious conduct on the part of commissioned officers and enlisted 
men deserving notice will douotless be mentioned by Colonel Eugg in 
his report. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

EOEMAlir EDDY, 
Colonely Commanding. 

Colonel Sanboen, Comdg. First Brig.^ Third JDiv. 


liTo. 23. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Be Witt 0. Rugg^ Forty ^eighth Indiana Infantry. 

The regiment was speedily reformed on the right of the road on which 
the battery was placed. Here Major Townsend and Captains Byrkit 
and Wilson rendered valuable assistance. Order being restored in the 
regiment, I held it in waiting for the orders of a superior, not foehn 2 * 
authorized to move it at my own discretionj but not being railed iipu;: 
for farther service I moved it off the field in good order at i hi' <?'o'-r -r 
the battle. I may add that, considering the unusual fierceness of the 
fire of grape and musketry to which particularly the right wing was 
exposed in the n^^i^-ned it, it is not strange or discreditable to 

the men that \\i.'idirv. knowing as they certainly did that it was 
impossible to withstand the murderous concentration of the enemy^s 
fire upon it. 

I take ^eat pleasure in the name of Lieutenant White, 

commanding Company G, f*:- , ■■ ■■ li courage he displayed during the 
battle. He deserves great credit for his gallantry. ^Tewton Bingham, 
first sergeant Company F, was also among the foremost of those who 
displayed remarkable bravery. There are other non-commissioned 
officers and privates, whose faces I remember well but whose names I 
cannot now recollect, who deserve and will receive advancement for 
their good conduct. 

The regiment went into the battle 434 strong. Our loss was 37 killed, 
56 wounded, and 8 missing.* 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. W. 0. RDGG, 

Lieutenant-Golonelj Commanding Regiment. 

Colonel Sanboen, Comdg. First Brig.^ Third Liv. 
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No. 24. 

Report of OoL Charles L. MattMes^ Fifth Iowa Infantry. 

Hdqes', Fifth Eegiment Iowa Yolunteees, 

September 21, 1862. 

SiE: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken in the engagement near luka, on the 19th instant, by the Mfth 
Iowa Infantry : 

We left camp, 6 miles from Jacinto, early on the morning of the 19th 
instant, leading the column of the Third Division, and soon came onto 
the enemy’s pickets, posted on the road. Three companies of my regi- 
ment, E, G, and D, were ordered forward as skirmishers, and succeeded 
in driving them from their position, and continued to drive them from 
one position to another, which they contested, for more than 6 miles, 
killing 3 and wounding a number, when these companies were relieved 
by the Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry. Our loss was 1 sergeant se- 
verely wounded. The skirmishers soon came onto the main force of the 
enemy, placed in a strong position, and received a volley from one or 
more regiments. My regiment was ordered into line on the right of the 
Eleventh Ohio Battery, which had just been placed in position, when 
I was informed that a large force was moving on my right, which com- 
pelled me to change front, and had just got into position on the crest 
of a hill when the enemy, in strong, force (two brigades as I learned), 
under Generals Green and Martin, came up in front and poured a ter- 
rible fire of musketry into my line, which was promptly returned. The 
firing continued without cessation on both sides for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, when I found the enemy was pressingmy left wing, near 
the battery, and I ordered a charge, which was executed in the most 
gallant manner, every ofllcer and man moving up in almost perfect line, 
cheering lustily. The enemy gave way before us, when we poured a 
most deadly fire into their ranks, causing them to fall back down the 
hiU. They soon returned with renewed vigor on my front and left, 
cheering as they came, and were received with a steady fire from the 
gallant boys of my regiment, holding our position under the most ter- 
rific fire possible. I then gave the command ‘‘ Forward,” and the en- 
emy were again driven over the hill, but not until they had come so 
near as to boldly reach out after our colors, thus showing the United 
States flag, and saying, Don’t fibre at us; we are your friends.” At 
this juncture the left wing of my regiment was suffering terribly from 
a cross-fire coming from the left of the battery, nearly every officer of 
the three left companies being either killed or wounded. At this mo- 
ment four companies of the Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry came up to 
the support of my left, and nobly assisted in holding the ground more 
than an hour, until I found my ammunition exhausted, when I ordered 
my regiment to retire to a field about 100 yards distant, which was 
done in good order, and where it was reformedunder a galling fire. At 
this time the Eleventh Missouri Infantry advanced in order of battle, 
and my regiment retired by the right of companies to the rear, passing 
the Tenth Missouri Infantry, which was advancing to take a position 
near the road. Under the direction of an aide-de-camp the regiment 
was here reformed in line, ammunition distributed to the men, and, the 
firing having ceased, the men rested upon their arms for the night 

The casualties in my regiment were, 7 commissioned officers killed 
and 8 wounded and 33 enlisted men killed and 168 wounded.* 
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In commanding my regiment before the enemy I was grjHnnf y as- 
sisted on the right by Lientenant-Oolonel Sampson, and on rl;v h ft by 
Adjt. E. F. Patterson, acting major, and Lieut. W. S. Marshall, acting 
adjutant, which oflBicers, without ^ idaces, repeated my 

commands and cheered my brare ' " .i the fierce engage- 
ment. The long list of casualties ,» ';-i and men is ample 

proof of the noble manner in which all stood at their posts. The high- 
est praise is due to all. A grateful country will reward them for their 
deeds of daring. 

Very respectfully, 

C. L. MATTHIES, 

Colonel^ Commanding Fifth Iowa Infantry. 

lieutenant Martin, 

A. A. A. ff., First Brig.^ Second Biv.^ Army of the Miss, 


No. 25. 

Bejyort of lAeut. Col, Addison S. Sanders^ Sixteenth Iowa Infantry. 

Headquarters Sixteenth Iowa Infantry, 

September 21, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Sixteenth Iowa 
Infantry, in your brigade, in the battle on the evening of the 19th in- 
stant, IJ miles south of luka. Miss.: 

The recriment. under command of Ool. A. Chambers, was placed in 
position ji)>oiu 5.50 p. m. in rear of the Eleventh Ohio Battery, the left 
of the regiment ovti-r'din^: across the road from which it had filed into 
position. Immediately alter the rjsgiment was formed in line a charge 
of grape and shell from a battery of the enemy cut down 6 or 7 men, in- 
cluding an officer, when the men were ordered to lie down. In this 
position but few or none were injured by llu- i. i- nb il discharges of 
canister and ball from the rebel battery. In jiiflKiblx ii.iiranhour from 
forming in line the enemy made a charge <•!' on the battery. 

Our fire was reserved till the last moment in the center of the regiment, 
for fear of killing those manning the battery or the horses of the same 
and in the two right companies, till a regiment which was lapping them 
was withdrawn; but when the enemy’s lines were plainly or partially in 
sight (which, owing to the trees and thick underbrush, was not till they 
were very close), Colonel Chambers ordered the men to rise and fire, 
which order was instantly obeyed, for a time stopping the enemy’s ad- 
vance, but they again charged. The attack was evidently by a very 
heavy force and with the object of capturing the battery. Our men 
stood their ground manfully, and I am not aware that a single officer 
or man fail^ in any part of his duty. They were finally beaten back 
by the overwhelming force of the enemy, the center, in the rear of the 
left section of the battery, retiring first, but warmly contending with 
the enemy till they were almost in our ranks. The left, ludding li com- 
paratively safe position, did not retire tiU they were fired into by one 
of our own regiments in the rear. The entire right companies, al- 
though under a remarkably heavy fire, held their position longest and 
experienced the heaviest loss. Company A, Captain Smith, was the 
last to leave the field, and for a time held its ground alone, the regi- 
ment on its right having at an early hour been compelled to retire, and 
the remaining companies of its own regiment the same at a later hour. 
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Where all the officers did so well it seems scarcely fair to particu- 
larize the conduct or bearing of one from the other, yet I deem it my 
official duty to notice the fact that Captain Smith exhibited in this ac- 
tion bravery and gallant conduct for which he cannot receive too much 
praise. He brought out of the battle scarcely half the men he took in 
it, and the same may be said of Company F, Captain Fraser. The re- 
maining portion of the regiment was immediately after reformed by my- 
self and took a position near the battle-field, it then being nearly dark, 
and soon after, while changing to another position, was directed to rest 
on the right of an Ohio regiment, formed along the luka road, where it 
remained during the night. 

I regret to report the severe wounding of Colonel Chambers by gun- 
shot wounds in the shoulder and neck toward the close of the action. 
He was taken prisoner at the time of receiving the wounds, but was 
left by the enemy in the hospital at luka. 

I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of the killed, wounded, 
and missing of the Sixteenth Iowa Infantry at the late action near luka, 
as complete as it can be made at this time, summing up, killed, 14; 
wounded, 48; missing, 14.* The regiment went into the battle with 
about 350 men, exclusive of details made to take care of the wounded. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ADD. H. SAHDERS, 

Lieutenant- Golonelj Commanding Sixteenth lotca Infantry. 

Colonel Sanboek, 

Gomdg, First Brigade^ Third Liv.^ Army of the Mississijgpi, 


h^o. 26. 

Report of Gapt Flenezer Le Gro^ Fourth Minnesota Infantry, 

Heabqtjaetees Foijeth Mcsn^TESOTA Yoltjkteers, 
Gamp six miles south of lulca^ Miss., September 20, 1862. 

SiE: I have the honor to make the following report of the movements 
of the regiment under my command during the battle of yesterday near 
luka : 

At 5 p. m. I moved my command at double-quick to a position on the 
left of the Forty-eighth Indiana, which regiment was in support of the 
Eleventh Ohio Battery, commanded by Lieutenant Sears. Shortly 
after the battle was opened by the battery and raged furiously along 
the line for half an hour, when the Forty-eighth Indiana, being com- 
pelled to give way, fell back to the edge of the woods, leaving my reg- 
iment exposed to an oblique fire in the rear from the advancing enemy. 
I then ordered the right wing to fall back 10 rods to the timber, which 
was accomplished in good order, notwithstanding the gaUing and in- 
cessant fire of the enemy. This change of position brought our line in 
the form of a semicircle, partly facing the battery. Here we remained 
some twenty minutes, when the fire of the enemy was directed against 
the troops on the right of the battery. I was then ordered to move by 
the right flank about 40 rods up the road, at nearly a right angle to my 
first position ; then by the left flank, in order of battle, to a point near 
where the battery was first placed, which I did immediately. This'po- 
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fiition I occupied until 8.15 o^clock, when, the enemy having fallen back, 
I was relieved by the Eightieth Ohio and ordered to the rear for a fresh 
supply of ammunition. 

Throughout the whole both officers and men behaved with coolness 
and courage, conducting themselves in a manner highly commendable. 
Too much praise cannot be awarded to Surg. J. H. Murphy and his as- 
sistants for their attentions to the wounded throughout the 

action and during 

I inclose a list ( ' ."■■■; ■ ounded, and missing.* 

I have the honor to be,' with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. liE GrEiO, 

Captain^ Commanding Fourth Regiment Minnesota Yolunieers. 
Ool. John B. Sanborn, 

Comdg. First Brig.^ Third Fiv., Army of the Mississippi. 


]No. 27. 

Report of Col. George B. Boomer, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 

Hospital at ItruA, Miss., 

September 21, 1862. 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your 
orders, I marched, on the morning of the 18th, from camp west of 
Jacinto, and encamped that evening 6 miles east of the town on the 
luka road. 

On the 19th we marched to within 2 miles of luka, the Fifth Iowa 
Infantry leading the column; next the Eleventh Ohio Battery, and 
next the Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry. About 3 p. m. I relieved four 
companies of the Fifth Iowa, skirmishers, with Companies B, A, G, and 
I, of my regiment, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Holman, who 
continued to drive back the enemy^s line till they came upon his main 
body, from which they received a volley, causing considerable loss. 
They remained in position till the column came up, and upon my ar- 
rival I ordered them into the line and formed the regiment, according 
to your orders, in rear of the Fifth Iowa, the right down a steep ravine 
and the left resting near the Eleventh Ohio Battery. You also ordered 
me, in case the enemy should attempt to flank on the right, to move my 
re^ment in that direction into the open field. I reconnoitered the posi- 
tion on the right, and seeing no indication of a flank movement, I re- 
mained in position. Shortly after the engagement opened in earnest 
on the firont of the Fifth Iowa, and Colonel Matthies, finding the left 
of his regiment next to the battery too hard pressed, called on me for 
assistance. I, seeing that the battery was nearly disabled and that 
the enemy were directing aU their efforts against that point, immedi- 
ately ordered Major Koniuszeski to mount and go forward with the left 
wing of my re^ment, composed of Companies F, E, H, and 0, in aU 
162 men, exclusive of hospital details. I at the same time ordered the 
right wing to remain where it was and await my orders. Seeing Ko- 
niuszeski dismount, and that he gave no orders at all, or at least ade- 
quate to the occasion, I took command in person, and remained until I 
thought the time had arrived to bring up the right wing, with which, 
being five large companies, I had intended to charge. In the mean 
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. time the colors, contrary to orders, had advanced with the left wing, and 
a short time previous to my returning to the right wing I had ordered 
the colors back to their former position. When I returned to where I 
had ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Holman to remain with the right wing 
I found it gone, as well as the colors. I immediately returned to the 
left wing, where, mixed up with the disabled battery, we remained, with- 
out giving an inch, until I was severely wounded, having been slightly 
wounded before. I immediately after this ordered the men to retreat 
down the ravine, and was carried off the field. We had lost 79 men, 
including 5 commissioned officers wounded. The fire was very severe, 
and the position, in the midst of tangled horses struggling to get away, 
was difficult both to take and to maintain in order. 

I did not see Major Koniuszeski during the action. Had he, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Holman, who I since understand ordered the right wing 
to retreat shortly after I left him, obeyed my orders properly I think a 
charge with these fresh troops would have prevented the temporary cap- 
ture of the battery. 

The Fifth Iowa, with my four companies, fought with great despera- 
tion and effect, and we left the field at the same time. I have no means 
of knowing with certainty why the right wing left the field as it did, 
as I have not seen the command since I was carried off the field to be 
able to get any accurate information ; but they could not have left with- 
out orders, as they were almost completely under shelter. It will be 
necessary for Lieutenant-Colonel Holman to explain this in his report, 
which should begin at the time those companies left their position. 

It gives me great pleasure to mention the names of several officers 
engaged with me on the left wing who behaved with distinguished gal- 
lantry and energy; Capt. B. D. Sean and Second Lieut. J. W. Maupin, 
of Company F; Capt. Eobert 0. CroweU, First Lieut. E. B. Benny, and 
Second Lieut. J. T. Crowe, of Company E 5 First Lieutenant Schirmer, 
commanding Company K, and First Lieut. J. M. Dennis, of Company C. 
I was not present with the skirmishers in action, but understand that 
all exhibited great coolnes^ and energy. 

I inclose, a list of killed and wounded,* as far as known at this time. 
I ami, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE B. BOOMEE, 

Golonelj Comdg. Twenty-si^h Begt Missouri Infty. Vole. 

Col. John B. Sanboen, 

Comdg. First Brig., Third Dm, Army of the Miss. 


]^o, 28. 

Beport of Lieut. Col. John S. Holman^ Twenty-sixth Missouri Infmtry. 

Hdqes. Twenty-sixth Eeghment Missoxtei Yols., 

S^temher 22, 1862. 

Colonel: I beg leave to submit the following report of the action 
of the troops under my command in the battle near luka, Miss., Sep- 
tember 19 : 

By order of Col. George B. Boomer, commanding the Twenty-sbrth 
Missouri Volunteers, I took command of Companies A, Captain Eobin- 
son^ B, Captain Welker 5 G, Captain Eice, and I, Lieutenant Berry, 
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and relieved the skirmishers of the Fifth Iowa. I deployed Company 
A on the left and Company B on the right of the main road leading 
to luka, holding Companies G and I as a reserve, under command of 
Captain Eice. I clrove back the enemy’s pickets without much firing, 
excepting on one occasion, when he had taken refuge in a house on the 
road, where a brisk skirmish ensued ; but we soon forced him to leave 
his shelter, and continued to advance under a brisk fire. The enemy’s 
cavalry attempted a charge, but, seeing me prepared to receive him 
with a reserve an '’ -a-.'-v— r ■:-'^^'"'panies rallying, he promptly fell back. 
I again deployed : ■. . : - and soon came upon the main force, 
posted about 40 yards above a ridge, covered with timber and thick 
undergrowth, his artillery V ' r ■ in the road in front. A few 
shots were fired by my m;. the enemy held his fire. At 

this time I had advanced to the top of the ridge in the road and dis- 
covered the position of the enemy. At this instant Company B drew 
the ire of the whole rebel line on the right and fell back and rejoined 
the regiment. Company A rallied on' the right, and Captain Eice 
brought up his reserve, and after getting into position near the top of 
the ridge these companies gave him their entire fire, and almost instantly 
drew the fire of their artillery and two regiments of infantry. My troops 
were so protected by the ridge that their fire took no effect. I gave 
them a few more shots, when Captain Eobinson reported the enemy 
flanking him on the left and Captain Eice discovered him on the right. 
Seeing onr battery in position and line of battle formed in my rear I 
gave the order to retire, and soon after received orders to rejoin the 
rcgirpo"t and await orders. Soon v vegiuK-nt Colonel 

went to the left, leaving ' ^ i • ■* and myself on 

the right. The battle soon opened with great fury. The four com- 
panies on the left, with the colors, were here detached by the colonel 
(as I afterwards learned) and moved forward, under his and Major 
Koniuszeski’s command, in support of the battery. I remained in posi- 
tion until the advance of the enemy had turned our left, which placed 
me and my right under a destructive cross-fire from the rear, left, and 
front. The battery had been carried, and one of the caissons came clown 
on my left and threw that part of my line into confusion. Seeing that 
I was being flanked on the left and that it was impossible to rally the 
left of my line, which had become disordered, I ordered my command 
to fall back to the field a short distance below my first line. This 
movement was quickly executed and in good order, when I again formed 
in line of battle near the edge of timbers. I then, by order, moved back 
my line about 150 or 200 yards and took position on the right of the 
Tenth Missouri, awaiting the approach of the enemy, where I remained 
until the close of the eng.igeniont. I was ordered then to remain on 
arms, which I did until next morning. About 7 o’clock iu the evening 
I was here rejoined by the remnants of Companies E, F, and H, bear- 
ing the colors, in charge of Lieutenant Wheeler and Lieut. Charles F. 
Brown, regimental quartermaster. From the opening to the end of the 
engagement my command was constantly under a galling and destruct- 
ive fire, and my loss in killed and wounded was severe. 

Permit me further to report that the officers and men under my 
command, with scarcely an exception, during the whole engagement 
conducted themselves with rare coolness and true soldierly bearing ; 
but Capts. John Welker, T. M. Eice, and William M. Eobinson, and 
Lieut. F. G. Schoenen, acting adjutanl, and Lieut. 0. F, Brown,' regi- 
mental quartermaster, with many others, are deserving a special notice. 
Their conduct was truly brave, gallant, and noble. If space would 
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permit too much could not be said of their signal acts of daring, their 
coolness and skill in discharging the duties respectively assigned them 
on the field. The country may truly be proud of such men, for under 
their leadership continued success mil mark the progress of our gallant 
army. Of those officers above named it will be doing no injustice to 
any for me to say that Captains Welker, Eice, and Eobinson, and Lieut. 
C. F. Brown, regimental quartermaster, and Lieutenant Schoenen, have 
won for themselves distinguished merits— efficient in camp, brave and 
patriotic on the field. I can cheerfully recommend them for promotion 
in the army. 

JOHK H. HOLMAJST, 

Lieut Got^ Comdg. Twenty-sixth Regiment Missouri Yols» 
Col. John B. Sanbobn, 

Gomdg. First Brig,^ Third Bw.^ Army of the Miss. 


No. 29. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Jeremiak G. Sullivan^ U. S. Army^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Hdqes. Second Brio., Third Diy., Armt op the Miss., 

Miss.j September 20, 1862. 

I have the honor to submit this report of the part the Second Bri- 
gade took in the battle of luka : 

On the evening of the 18th I received orders to move the next morn- 
ing at 5 o’clock on Tuscumbia road toward luka, to join in an attack 
on Major-General Price, who was encamped with the rebel army at 
that place. Leaving camp punctually at the time appointed we arrived 
within IJ miles of luka by 4 p. m., our advance brigade having been 
skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets for over 6 miles. Halting at this 
point the First Brigade was formed in line of battle by General Hamil- 
ton, who was in advance, while the Second Brigade was halted on the 
road until a reconnaissance could be made of the ground to the left and 
a position obtained for the battery. Before a position could be selected 
the rebels opened a terrific fire along the entire front of our line, hav- 
ing approached us entirely unperceived, owing to the dense underbrush 
and broken character of the ground, and at the same time attempting 
to turn our position by an attack on both flanks. I ordered Colonel 
Holmes, of the Tenth Missouri, to take position guarding our right flank, 
while Colonel Perczel, of the Tenth Iowa, with a section of the Twelffcn 
Wisconsin Battery, was ordered to hold a road leading to our left and 
rear. (Their reports are herewith inclosed.) The position occupied by 
Colonel Holmes was so important and so effectually checked the en- 
emy’s advance on our right that their artillery fire was directed espe- 
cially to that point. Although the enemy’s fire enfiladed his line, the 
movements of his regiments in taking position were performed with as 
much precision as if on the drill ground. His officers and men are en- 
titled to praise. Colonel Perczel with his command held the position 
assigned them and drove back a brigade of the rebels which was ad- 
vancing to take possession of the road. He gallantly held his position, 
and by his determined stand led the enemy to believe we were in strong 
force at that point and to desist from their attack. Before the disposi- 
tion of the regiments above mentioned could be made the rebels, by 
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briDging a vastly superior force against the left wing of the Pirst Bri- 
gade, had driven in the regiments, flanking Sands’ battery and occu- 
pied a position coirnnanding the battery, and were moving down the 
road with the iiMoniion (»r ;r, lacking the First Brigade in the rear. Form- 
ing a portion of the Eightieth Ohio and Seventeenth Iowa, which had 
been halted in the road, two volleys, rapidly delivered, checked the 
enemy’s advance and drove them back to the brow of the hill. By this 
time portions of the Two'-ty Missouri Volunteers, Forty-eighth 
Indiana Volunteers, and Iowa Volunteers, whose colonels 

had all been seriously wounded, with a few of the Fourth Minnesota 
Volunteers, joined my command and fought bravely through the re- 
mainder of the action. General Hamilton at this time desired me to 
save Sands’ battery, which was entirely disabled, every officer and can- 
noneer being either killed or wounded and all the horses killed. At the 
order to advance the men gave three cheers, and with a rush drove the 
enemy back out of the battery down the hill and were yet advancing, 
when a murderous fire was opened on my flank by a regiment of sharp- 
shooters which lay concealed on my left in the woods. Ordering my 
men to fall back I reformed my line, which had become somewhat dis- 
ordered. The rebels, taking heart at our supposed retreat, advanced 
with loud cheers, but were soon undeceived by a volley, followed by an 
order to charge, which again drove them below the brow of the hUl. 
Eeceiving re-enforcements the rebels again advanced, but were held in 
check, when the Thirty-ninth Ohio, through a mistake, and without 
orders, fired a volley into the rear of my line, killing and wounding 
more than my whole loss prior to that time. By this time it was so 
dark that friends could not be di^^tingirNhod from foes. The enemy 
improved this occasion to remove the ^ns Irom their position, but were 
not able to take them entirely off, and were compelled to leave the cais- 
sons in their original position. At 8 o’clock the firing ceased and the 
field of battle was ours. The position in which the battery was planted 
and which was so hotly contested was held by our troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bartilson, of the Eightieth Ohio, together with his 
Adjutant, Joseph E. Philpott, were wounded early in the fight, when 
Major Banning took command. The Seventeenth Iowa Regiment was 
without a field officer, and Captain Archer, the senior captain, soon fell, 
severely wounded, when Captain Young assumed command and did 
his duty nobly. 

Our tooops labored under a great disadvantage, from want of knowl- 
edge of the ground, by being compelled to fight in the dense under- 
brush and in a position chosen by the enemy. The enemy attacked my 
position in vastly superior force, a fresh brigade of the rebels having 
been sent to relieve the troops first repulsed. 

Lieutenant ImmeU, of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, is especially 
mentioned by Colonel Perczel, and I desire to recommend him to the 
favorable notice of the general commanding. I am also indebted to 
Oapt. T. H. Harris, assistant adjutant-general 5 Lieutenant Jacobson, 
acting assistant commissary of subsistence, and Lieutenants Delahoyde 
and Buchanan, of my staff, for efficient service rendered on the field. 
They displayed a coolness under fire worthy of older soldiers. Lieu- 
tenant White, of the Forty-eighth Indiana and the assistant adjutant- 
general of Colonel Mower’s brigade, who joined me, rendered valuable 
assistance. 

The victory gained is sufficient evidence of the bravery of the men. 
The number of the dead and wounded is sufficient evidence of their 
devotion to our glorious cause. They are justly entitled to the highest 
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praise, for a battle against such superior numbers and on such ground 
has not been fought in this Tv^ar. 

I inclose reports received from commanding officers of regiments, 
together with a list* of the killed, wounded, and missing of my brigade. 

The regiments of my brigade engaged were : Tenth Iowa, Colonel 
Perczel ; Seventeenth Iowa, Captain Archer ; Eightieth Ohio, Colonel 
Bartilson, and one section of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Immell. 

I have the honor, captain, to be, yours, respectfully, 

JBR. 0. StlLLIYAlSr, 

Brigadier- General. 

Oapt. R. M, Sawyer, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. 30. 

Beport of Lieut. Lorenzo D. Immell^ First Missouri Light Artillery^ com- 
manding Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. 

Headquarters Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, 

Jacinto^ Miss,, S€p>tember 20, 1862. 

Oartain : I have the honor to report the part which the Twelfth Wis- 
consin Battery took in the engagement of September 19, near luka. 
Miss. : 

I was ordered by General Sullivan to take position, with one section 
of the battery, on the road leading to the left and front of the line of 
battle, which was formed across the main road leading to luka. I took 
position 500 or 600 yards to the front and left of the Eleventh Ohio Bat- 
tery, under the immediate direction of Lieut. Col. W. L. Lothrop, chief 
of artillery, and Colonel Perczel, of the Tenth Iowa Yolunteers, whose 
personal bearing won the applause of myself and men. Several shells 
were thrown into the field and timber in front, to find the position of 
the enemy, who soon advanced from our right through the thick tim- 
ber. I then fell back a short distance and took position while Colonel 
Perczel was engaging the rebel infantry, who now came in great num- 
bers. It was about this time the Eleventh Ohio Battery was taken 
and the enemy had cut us off from the main body. At this time the 
enemy were driven back with great loss by the Tenth Iowa and the 
two guns under my charge, which were served with great dexterity by 
the cannoneers, most of the time using canister. 

I call your attention to the great bravery of Colonel Perczel, his offi- 
cers and men, the gallant manner in which they fought, supported the 
aiiHlery, and repulsed the enemy with great loss. My non-commis- 
sioned officers and men stood well to their posts. Those most merito- 
rious, I am constrained to mention, are First Sergt. S. E. Jones and 
Sergt. Philander Cody, who nobly did their duty. 

At the time the enemy opened fire on us First Lieut. Edward G. Har- 
low, chief of the first section, left his section, and I saw no more of him 
till after the engagement was over. When I returned to where I had 
left the second section, in command of First Lieut. William Miles, I 
found the guns with the poles broken out of both pieces and caissons, 
the drivers and horses all gone, the gunners and cannoneers at their 
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posts, but their commanding officer was gone, while the battle was still 
raging in their immediate front. I caused the pieces and caissons to 
be drawn off and repaired. The action lasted some time, but the bat- 
tery was not under lire more than an hour or an hour and a quarter. 

The loss sustained in this r‘'ngaa’'^Tr. 0 T't was 6 horses killed, 1 man 
killed (Private James J. Atherton, Company D, Seventeenth Iowa Yol- 
nnteers, who was on detached service in the battery), and 3 men slightly 
wounded, ' 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. D. IMMELL, 

Second Lieutenant^ First 3Iissouri Light Artillery, 

Com7nanding Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. 

Capt. T. H. Harris, 

Assistant Adjutayit- General. 


15 ^ 0 . 31 . 


Eeport of Gol. Nicholas Perczel, Tenth Iowa Infantry. 

Camp in the Field, September 21, 1862. 

Sir : Agreeably to orders from General Sullivan, I advanced on Sep- 
tember 19, at about 5 p. m., with my regi'vo'nt and a section of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin Battery under Lieutenant Immell. After a short 
survey of our line of battle I took position with seven companies d 
cheval on the luka road about a quarter of a mile ahead of our left 
wing. Sent three companies to the right into a dense wood; then I 
put my two pieces into position and thi'ew a few shells in an oblique 
direction where I discovered the rebel lines. My three companies in 
the woods repoited a full brigade of the rebels ridvav.r-b'ip on our left 
wing, on which I withdrew them, and leaving only one company for 
the observation of the enemy I changed front perpendicular to our line 
of battle on the luka road. I planted my two pieces anew and thus 
obtained a domir-atnig na’ilzing position. Being on a ridge I could 
watch the enemy's movmiu-iit.<, who had to cross a broken open field in 
order to attack our forces. Tiu-y soon emerged from the woods, opened 
a heavy fire, and advanced on our lines. Their fire was returned, and I 
too opened with musketry and canister. The rebels wavered, fell back 
a little, but were soon raided by an officer on a gray horse, and advanced 
again, nothing daunted by our fire, which made great havoc in their 
ranks. They followed our left wing into the woods and for a short 
while there was no enemy in our sight; but suddenly a full regiment 
marched out from the woods on their side, offering their right flank to 
my fire, with the evident intention to advance for the support of their 
forces already engaged. I opened instantly with canister and musketry, 
on which they fell back to ilie woods, funned there parallel to my regi- 
ment, advanced to the edge of the woods, and commenced a brisk fire. 
"We replied vividly. They attempted twice to advance, but were driven 
back each time. We had the advantage of the Our fire told 

fearfully upon them, while we suffered next to ii'cliii'... Their fire, up 
a steep hill, had been altogether too high. In the mean time the battle, 
wavering to and fro and apparently nppT'.'tachb g the luka road, which 
was our only road of retreat, I got a i’.':. lest the pieces under 

my charge should be cut off in case we sh^n^d br> to fall back. 

At this time one of General Hamilton’s .r*'--- 1'.* <M:.:p !<m1i up, inquir- 
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ing how matters stood on our side. He told me that the road, although 
raked by the enemy’s fire, was still in our possession, on which I ordered 
the pieces back, and they were withdrawn safely. Hight coming on, I 
drew a little closer to our main body; but on the report of Company I, 
which I left to observe the enemy’s movements, that a new body of 
rebels was advancing, I advanced again with three companies. Ad- 
vised by the noise of our steps, the enemy opened and gave us several 
tremendous volleys. Owing to the darkness, and again to their up-hill 
firing, not a man was hurt. We returned their fire and made great ex- 
ecution, as we found on the morning of the 20th all the ground strewn 
with dead rebels. 

They left part of their wounded, having carried away a great num- 
ber even during the action. We may safely assert having killed be- 
tween 60 and 70 and wounded in proportion, while our loss was 7 
wounded and one of my orderlies had his horse killed. 

Thus ended our part in this memorable fight. 

I have but to add that officers and men behaved with the greatest 
bravery. All movements have been executed promptly in spite of the 
shower of bullets, and I dare to say that the Tenth Iowa are good sol 


diers. 

I have yet to mention the efficient services and assistance of our brave 
major, McCalla, and of my adjutant, William Manning, and also the 
able and brave manner in which Lieutenant Immell handled his two 
pieces. 

Tours, respectfully, 

PEEOZEL, 

Colonel^ Gomdg. Tenth Regiment Iowa Vohmteers, 


Capt. T. H. Habkis, 

Adjt. Qen,^ Second Brigade^ Third Division. 


Ho. 32. 

Re'port of Gcvgt. John L. Toung^ Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, 

Heajdqitaetees Seventeenth Iowa Ineantby, 
Jacinto, Miss., S^temher 22, 1862. 

Genebae : In compliance with your request I make the following 
brief statement concerning the battle near luka on the 19th instant : 

When you ordered the Seventeenth Iowa to form line of battle across 
the ridge at right angles with the road leading up from the hos- 
pital bnilding we were filed ofi: to the right by Colonel Eankin, then 
commanding, until a little more than the right wing of the regiment 
had filed to the right, when the regiment was halted and brought to a 
front and the remainder of the left wing formed on the left of ^e road. 
We were then ordered forward. We advanced a few paces and were 
ordered to give way to the right, which the right wing of the regiment 
obeyed and which I think the left wing failed to hear. The right 
wing passed I should think 30 or 40 yards to the right, and was 
ordered by Colonel Eankin to halt and come to a front. By this 
movement of the right wing to the right the regiment was divided near 
the center. About this time the firing from the enemy became quite 
brisk and there seemed to be a strong inclination to fall back. I com- 
municated this fact to Colonel Eankin, and he told me to do the best I 
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could for them aud keep them together if possible. After this I saw no 
more of him during the engagement. I learned afterward from him 
that his horse was shot under him and that he plunged him against a 
tree, which rendered him unable to longer command the regiment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hillis being absent, and Major Wise being under 
arrest, I was the next officer in rank, and I took command of the right 
wing of the regiment, that being all that was in sight or hearing of me. 
About the time I mention as having lost sight of Colonel Rankin our 
men retreated without any command, which caused great confusion. 
They had not proceeded far to the rear, however, until I succeeded in 
rallying them, and got them back to about where our line was first 
formed and succeeded in quieting them for a time. About this time 
I saw you and told you I had assumed command, and was told to take 
command of the battalion and do the best I could. I then went to 
near the right of the right wing and urged the men forward. We had 
proceeded but a short distance when a tremendous volley from the en- 
emy caused a panic in the battalion, and with all my efforts, and as- 
sisted by Oapt. B. A. Craig (who was the only captain I saw after 
Colonel Rankin left the field), could not rally them until they had re- 
treated almost to the road near the old log church. I here succeeded 
in stopping them, got a line partly formed, and marched them forward. 
By the time I had got them to our former line I had I should think 
about 300 men. consisting of the right wing of our regiment and strag- 
glers from the Rifth Lo\^’a, Eleventh Missouri, Fourth Minnesota, Thirty- 
ninth Ohio, and some others. 1 now held them near where our first 
line was formed for about three-quarters of an hour, waiting orders, not 
having been told by Colonel Rankin what the design was in placing us 
there or whether any of our own forces were between us and the enemy, 
and when some of my men fired I ordered them to cease firing until 
ordered. About this time a soldier ffiom the Fifth Iowa, I think, came 
near us and told me that my men were firing upon our own men. I 
then ordered my men forward with the intention of taking a better 
position to support our men in case they should fall back. We had 
not proceeded far when some of my men again commenced firing, which 
was apparently answered by a tremendous volley from the direction of 
the enemy ; but a soldier who was some distance "in advance came rush- 
ing back and said that our own men were firing upon us. I then or- 
dered my men to fall back in good order so as not to come in contact 
with them. I fell back 1 should think about 25 or 30 yards and to 
near where our original line had been, halted them, about-faced them, 
and ordered them to kneel. They remained in this position for some 
time and until quite a number of men in the front of us came back on 
the double-quick, which, together with increased firing from the ffont, 
caused another panic among the men, and in spite of all exertions they 
ran back about 100 yards, when I succeeded in forming another line, 
and having advanced a few yards I ordered the men to stand and wait 
for orders. We had stood here but a short time when a tremendous 
volley was fired by the enemy and was immediately answered by some 
regiment still in our rear. We were now between two heavy fires ffom: 
ffont and rear. This caused a dreadful stampede among the men, and 
all commenced firing in all directions without regard to where their 
guns were aimed. This however continued but a short time, for as 
soon as the guns were all discharged I had no difficulty in preventing 
a repetition of the fire. I again rallied the men and kept them in 
pretty good line until the retreat was sounded, when I brought the men 
off* and formed them on the right of the Thirty-ninth Ohio. I brought 



lUKA. 


Chap* X333I*] 


111 


oft' I should think about 350 men belonging to the regiments above 
named. 

It may be said that the foregoing would not add much to the reputa- 
tion of a regiment, but this I cannot avoid. I give you a simple state- 
ment of the facts that came under my own observation, hoping to be 
able to give a better account of the Seventeenth Iowa in the next en- 
gagement. 

It is due to Captain Craig, Company H ; Lieutenants Garrett and 
Johnson, of Company A; Lieutenants Eice and Snodgrass, of Company 
1 5 Lieutenant Hull, Company E; Lieutenant Morris, Company E*j 
Lieutenant Stapleton, Company C, and one or two others probably 
who were with me during the entire engagement, to say that they acted 
in a very brave and unflinching manner and deserve great credit. 

I do not wish either to be understood as casting any insinuations 
upon any officer in the regiment, but I only mention those whom I saw 
in the engagement. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JOHE L. YOimG, 

Captam Compcmy A, Commanding Regiment, 

Brigadier-General Sullivan, 

Gomdg. Second Brig,, Third JDiv., Army of the Miss, 


ISo. 33. 

B^ort of Col. Samuel A, Holmes, Tenth Missouri Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Tenth Eeg-iment Missouei Infantbt, 
Camp near luJca, Miss., September 20, 1862. 

Captain : I herewith submit a report of the part taken in the late 
action near luka by the force under my command, consisting of the 
Tenth Missouri and Capt. L. M. Eice’s attached company, Twen^-fourth 
Missouri Infantry, in all numbering 650 men and officers : 

My regiment took position in line of battle about 400 yards to the 
right of the luka road and parallel with it, with the view of preventing 
any flank movement of the enemy through the woods opposite me, and 
at the same time to furnish a support to the main line, formed across 
the road and to my left. Company A, First Lieutenant Walker com- 
manding, was deployed as skirmishers along my whole front in the 
edge of the woods. The action soon became general with the main body. 
I remained in the position named for some time, exposed to an enfilad- 
ing fire of the enemy’s artillery, which severely wounded several of my 
men. Discovering no attempt of the enemy to come through the woods 
on my front, and seeing that some of the regiments on the right of the 
main body were apparently falling back under the terrific fire to which 
they were exposed, I changed front forward on my left, with a view to 
frirnishing any support which might be required, leaving my skirmish- 
ers as ori^ally placed. With the exception of having once ployed my 
regiment into close column by division on the road, being ordered to 
take position there, I remained on the last-named line till the end of the 
action, and during the night the men slept on their arms. 

In that most trying situation (that of being exposed to a heavy fire 
without being able to return it) my officers and men behaved with the 
^eatest steadiness, executing the required maneuvers with the precis- 
ion of ordinary drilL 
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I may here adcuowliMl^e the valuable assistance which I received 
daring the action from Lieut. Col. John D. Eoster, Maj. L. Homey, and 
Adjt. F. 0. Deimling. Surg. O. B. Payne and Chap. George B. Pal- 
mer are also entitled to especial mention for their services on the field, 
attr*r.dm.g to and removing the wounded. 

My loss was 14 wounded, a list of whom is appended. 

I kept my men screened while in position by the nature of the ground, 
as far as possible, and by lying down, which will account for the small- 
ness of the list. 

Very respectfully, 

SAML. A. HOLMES, 

Colonel^ Com'jii'iiiilhig. 

Capt. T. H, Haeeis, 

A. A. O.j Second Brig.^ Third Army of the Miss. 


No. 34. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. Matthias H. Bartilson^ Eightieth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Eightieth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, 
Gamp near Jacinto^ Mm., September 22, 1862, 

I herewith send you the following report of the part taken in the late 
eiigageTnciit near luka, Miss., by my command : 

My first position in the field was such that the left of my command 
rested near the old church on the hill and the right rested a few rods 
across the luka road, where it turns down the hill, being at the time 
exposed to a heavy fire of musketry and grape shot. It was near here 
that Philpott was shot through the left arm and compelled to 

leave • i «i. The Sevoiirecnth Iowa was at the same time on rii\ l 
While there I received orders to advance down the hill, Mr<!, 
through the thick wood and brush. I executed the order by advanc- 
ing my command down the hill, across the ravine, and up the next hill, 
expecting to find a line of our own forces, which General Hamilton in- 
formed me had taken position in front of the place where I was ordered 
to take a position. I did not find the line referred to by General Ham- 
ilton, and advanced to within 30 paces of the enemy^s line, which I 
found concealed in the woods, covering my front and right. The enemy 
raised and fired upon us, to which salute we heartily responded for 
about ten minutes, at which time the enemy fell back to the edge of the 
field in my front. 

During the firing just mentioned my horse was shot dead under me, 
and I received a severe wound through the right thigh by a buck-shot. 
I found myself unable to command longer, and ordered the company 
commanders to hold their position until relieved by some proper officer, 
which they accordingly did. 

I must here state that but eight companies crossed the ravine with 
me and formed in line. Companies B and G, with Maj. E. Banning, 
owing to the thick brush, became ^separated from the left, and did not 
cross the ravine until after I had h li ilic livid. Soon after Major Lan- 
idng joined the comnland with Companies B and G. He, acting under 
orders from General Eosecrans, recrossed the ravine, taking position so 
that the right rested in the ravine, which i'o-iti(»n lie held about one 
hour, when he was ordered to take a po^iriem on ilio old road leading 
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ill the direction of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, which he accordingly 
did, and remained there until 2.30 a. in., 20th instant, at which time the 
command was ordered from the field. 

I am, respectfully, 

M. H. BAETILSOIiT, 

Lieutenant’ Colonel^ Gomdg, Eightieth Regiment Ohio Vols. 
Oapt. T. H. Habris, 

A. A, <?., Second Brig.^ Third Dfi\, Army of the Miss. 


^ro. 35. 

Report of Col, John K, Mizner^ Third Michigan Cavalry, commanding 

Cavalry Division, 

Hdqrs. Oayaley Div., Army of the Mississippi, 
Jacinto, Miss,, September 23, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the move- 
ments and operations of the cavalry under my command during the 
advance upon and engagement with the enemy at luka, Miss., on the 
19th instant: 

The Second Iowa Cavalry, under the command of Colonel Hatch, moved 
out early on the morning oi the 19th instant on the Tuscumbia road, 
with instructions to proceed to Peyton’s Mill via EussellviUe road, and 
was charged with covering the movements and protecting the flanks of 
the advancing columns. At Peyton’s Mill he fell in with and had a 
sharp skirmish with 600 of the enemy’s cavalry, which he drove from 
their position, they losing 6 men killed, 10 wounded, and 6 prisoners. 
The Third Michigan Cavalry, under the command of Captain Willcox, 
with the exception of four companies employed in escorting trains, 
formed the advance of General Hamilton’s division, which moved east 
on the Tuscumbia road. At a point about 9 miles east of Jacinto the 
enemy’s pickets were met and driven in rapidly. About 5 miles south 
of luka the enemy’s cavalry made a stand j but upon being charged by 
a portion of the advance guard, led by Sergeant Cutting, Third Michi- 
gan Cavalry, they were forced back. Here an ofiBicer of General Hamil- 
ton’s staff was mortally wounded. Without further loss the cavalry suc- 
ceeded in driving the enemy to within 3 miles of luka. This point was 
reached at 4 p. m. Here the infantry skirmishers were thrown in the 
advance. About this time the enemy’s long roll was beat and they 
formed line of battle. Soon the armies became engaged and a terrible 
conflict ensued. Four companies of the Third Michigan Cavalry, under 
Captain Willcox, were sent to the right wing, on the right of Constable’s 
Ohio battery 5 two companies were sent to the northeast and the re- 
maining two to the northwest, to observe the movements of the enemy. 
A portion of the four companies on the right wing were dismounted, and 
becoming engaged with the enemy, prevented a flank movement on our 
right wing. At this point Captain Latimer and 2 men were slightly 
wounded. Two companies of the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, under the 
command of Captain Swoyer, were ordered to form a junction with the 
Second Iowa Cavalry at Pe^on’s Mill, which they did, and with this 
regiment moved east to the main Pulton road, thence to Thompson’s 
Corners, where they found tents, commissary stores, and two wagons be- 
longing to the enemy, which they bnrn§4 j then moved west to Barnett’s, 
8 R R— VOL XVII 
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a point 7 miles soutli of luka, where they arrived about dark. Eight 
companies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Prince 
commanding, were the advance of General Boss’ division of the left 
wing, under General Ord, which moved on the Burnsville and luka road. 
In consequence of this division not moving forward on the night of the 
19th instant they were not engaged with the enemy, except in some 
slight skirmishir.g. 

Captain , of the Third Michigan Cavalry, on the cvoii’ng of 

the 18th instant, with his company, made a reconnaissance in i li.' dir*-*, 
tion of luka for the i)urpose of ascertaining the practicability oi* a 
road direct from Jacinto to luka and to learn the whereabouts of the 
enemy. He conducted the movement in a manner very satislactovy 
and worthy of high commendation. The battle near luka was san- 
guine, the tiring heavy and rapid, and the ground hotly contested. 
Hight coming on closed the scene of carnage. The morning disclosed 
the fact that during the darkness of night the enemy had evacuated, 
and were retreating south on the Eulton road. Eight companies of 
the Second Iowa Ca-valry, under command of Colonel Hatch, and eight 
companies of the Third Michigan, under (Captain VY illcox, were sent in 
pursuit of Price’s retreating army, each portion of the rogirrents strik- 
ing for different points of the enemy’s column, while our infantry fol- 
lowed on the Fulton road. Four companies of the Second Iowa Cavalry, 

under command of Captain Kendrick, and two of the Seventh 

Kansas Cavalry, under Captain Swoyer, were . • to move on the 

Tuscumbia road, to check the enemy’s movements at the intersection 
of the Tuscumbia and Fulton roads, 6 miles south of luka. The en- 
emy’s movements were greatly retarded and his flanks attacked and 
his troops harassed by frequent attacks and skirmishes until our cavalry 
was forced to retire by the enemy’s artillery, which was T’c-p.^nloflly 
turned upon them. Seven miles south of luka the Second Iowa Cav- 
alry came on the flank of a heavy patrol of the enemy’s cavalry, which 
they engaged and drove nearly 4 miles, when his skirmishers, falling 
back rapidly, drew the Second Iowa upon a masked battery, heavily 
supported by both infantry and cavalry. The artillery and infantry 
opened a very sharp fire, but did not succeed iu doing much damage. 
Soon the fir-’'.: rr-^-^r-d and the enemy’s cavalry charged, but were re- 
pulsed. 'i’lic V Iowa then fell back fighting through the timber 
until out of the range of the enemy’s guns, and formed line to receive 
a second charge from his cavalry iu force, in which the enemy were 
repulsed with loss, the Second Iowa capturing 10 prisoners, from 300 
to 400 stand of arms, and one wagon, and losing but 6 men, wounded. 
The TilUvI ^liclj jgan Cavalry and the two companies of the Seven ih Kan- 
sas continued the pursuit 11 miles, becoming several times engaged and 
causing the enemy repeatedly to form a line of battle. Our troops be- 
ing much fatigued from having marched 20 miles the day previous 
farther pursuit was impossible. The Third Michigan Cavalry occupied 
a position for the night at Peyton’s Mill, watching closely the move- 
ments of the enemy and following his movements on the succeeding 
day until ordered to return toward Jacinto. Taking into consideration 
the great exposure to which the cavalry was subjected, that our losses 
were so slight is most remarkable and truly a subject of coTi"r,ntul;v 
tion. One officer and 8 men were wounded and 10 horses Iv 1 1 1 )nr- 

ing the advance, engagement, and pursuit the officers and men of the 
cavalry division il!s]J;iu‘il gjv;!< /.eal, and gallantry, and 

are all entitled to great ruMli t . TIk condiici ul* all was in a high degree 
praiseworthy, and where all behaved so well it is difficult to partien- 
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larize individual acts of bravery without a seeming neglect of the 
claims of others. 

Colonel Hatch, Major Coon, and Captain Kendrick, of. Second Iowa 
Cavalry ; Captains Willcox, Latimer, Dyckman, Kewell, and Keese, 
and Adjutant Buchanan and Sergeant Cutting, of the Third Michigan 
Cavalry? and Captain Swoyer, of the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, having 
command of companies and detachments, with the commands under 
them, performed their duty with great energy. Lieutenants McG-regor 
and Martin, of my personal staff, conveyed with becoming spirit and abil- 
ity my orders to the various parts of the field, displaying coolness and 
efficiency. The usefulness and efficiency of the cavalry on this occasion 
cannot be too highly estimated, covering as they did so many important 
movements, guarding the flanks of the army, and rendering valuable 
service, which I feel assured will be fully appreciated, and will gain for 
them such confidence and respect as will fully reward them for their 
efforts to discharge their whole duty. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. MIZKEE, 

GoUmelj Commanding Cavalry Division* 
Lieut. 0. Goddard, A* A, A* (?., Army of the Mississip]^L 


Ko. 36. 

Report of Lieut* Col. LJdward Prince^ Seventh Illinois Cavalry* 

Hdqrs. Seventh Illinois Volunteer Oayalry, 
Burnsville^ Miss*^ September 23, 1862. 
Sir : I have to report that on September 18 the Seventh Eegiment 
of Illinois Cavalry was ordered forward toward luka, to co-operate with 
the infantry under the command of General Boss. The regiment was 
engaged in frequent skirmishes, but nothing serious resulted. 

On the 19th the regiment was in line, some 3 J miles from luka, wait- 
ing for orders to go forward, but none were received, and after the 
evacuation was known the regiment was ordered back by General Eoss 
to Burnsville. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED PEIKCB, 

Lieutenant- Colonelj Seventh Illinois Cavalry Yols* 
Lieutenant Welden, 

Actg* Asst* Adjt* Gen.j Oav. Div., Army of the Miss* 


Ko. 37. 

Report of Capt* Lyman C. Willcox^ Third Michigan Cavalry* 

Headquarters Third Miohiuan Cavalry, 
Camp near Jacinto^ Miss., September 23, 1862. 

Sir : In relation to the movements of the Third Michigan Cavalry 
from the 18th until the 22d instant I have the honor to report as fol- 
lows : 

At a late houi' on the 18th instant, while encamped at Davenport’s 
Mill, near Jacinto, I directed Company A, Captain Dyckman, to ex- 
amine the luka road, running northeast from the mill and midway 
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between tbe Tuscumbia and Burnsville roads, in order to determine 
the practicability of moving wagon or artillery trains on the road and 
whether any portion of the road was occupied by the enemy. The 
reconnaissance was properly and promptly made and the road found 
to be impracticable for moving trains but r for infantry and 

cavalry. The road was occupied by pickets, wno hred upon the recon- 
noitering party. 

At 4 o’clock on the ioliov ii.g morning, pursuant to instructions^ 
from Colonel Mizncr, I took eight my command, leaving' 

four in camp, and uiviLvo led in li^ . i.g order along the Tus- 

cumbia road east to its intersection with the Eussellville road, about 6 
miles easi: of Jacinto, where my command took the advance of General 
Hamilton’s division and moved in the direction of Barnett’s Corners. 
1 had moved about 2 miles farther, where I found indications of the 
jiresence of rebel cavalry. The indications were more marked as we 
proceeded, and as we arrived at the brow of a hill, about one-half 
mile west of Barnett’s, a volley was fired into the head of the column. 
The rebel force seemed well supported, and I immediately dismounted 
20 men and sent them, in command of Captain Latimer, into the 
woods to the light. Twenty more were sent into a corn field to the 
left, in command of Lieutenant Mix, and Companies A and B, un- 
der Captain Dyckman, were sent forward on the road. After a sharp 
skirmish of about fifteen minutes the rebels were driven from the woods, 
leaving 1 man killed and 1 horse ; also 1 man, horse, and equipments, 
were taken by Captain Latimer. From this point (Barnett’s) a run- 
ning fight was kept up, the rebels falling back to a branch of the 
(''rippled Deer Creek, distant about 4 miles. On arriving at the branch 
v/c found that the rebel cavalry had rallied at a house situated on an 
elevation 400 yards distant and t’'o road. The advance, 

under Sergt H. D. Cutting, Ooi ^ . up the road at full 

gallop and drove them from their position into the woods ; but the en- 
emy rallied, two squadrons strong, and forced the advance to retire. 
Sergeant Cutting’s horse was shot, which was the only casualty occur- 
ring to my command in this instance. A number of shots were fired, 
into the head of the column, killing a lieutenant on General Hamilton’s 
staff. I at once wheeled the cavalry into line on the road-side and un- 
covered a column of infantry, which moved to the front and deployed 
on either side of the road, and drove the enemy from the cover of some 
buildings behind which they were sheltered. A column of infantry 
then moved in advance, and position having been taken at a point 
about IJ miles from luka, pursuant to orders received from Colonel 
Mizner, I immediately moved with four companies, viz, K, Captain 
]!^'ewell; E, Captain Latimer; F, Captain Keese, and A, Captain Dyck- 
man, to the front, and moved out to the right of Constable’s Ohio bat- 
tery, Lieutenant Adams commanding the advance guard. After pro- 
ceeding about a half mile Lieutenant Adams, perceiving a body of cav- 
alry on a hill directly east of the battle-field, attacked and drove them 
away with considerable loss. I then formed my men behind the brow 
of the hill, dismounted a ^')orMori, and poured an irregular fire into the 
enemy’s left flank and rrpoii who showed themselves in our front 
with considerable effecr, dead having been afterward found, who 
must have fallen by our hands. During the time that we were in this 
position the enemy occasionally gave us a heavy volley, but the nature 
of the ground was such that no casualties had occurred until near sun- 
down, when the enemy seemed to manifest a disposition to gain our 
position, I immediately dismounted all the men that could be spared. 
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sending the horses into the woods in our rear, and opened a destructive 
fire upon them. They immediately fell back and made no further at- 
tempt to advance upon us. We took a first lieutenant, bearing the 
stand of colors belonging to the Third Louisiana Infantry. Captain 
Latimer was wounded in the shoulder ; also 2 privates, slightly. Six 
horses were lost. After dark I moved my command to the left of the 
road, in rear of the infantry, where I was joined by the other four com- 
panies of my command, which had been employed in i*econuoitering on 
either flank during the afternoon. 

On the morning of the 20th, pursuant to orders received from Colonel 
Mizner, I proceeded with my command in the direction of the Fukon 
road, to learn the whereabouts of Price’s army. I struck the Fulton 
road some 3 or 4 miles from Iiika and found the rebel army still pass- 
ing that point. After gaining the desired information I immediately 
fell back and proceeded down a road running nearly parallel with and 
about 3 miles from the Fulton road to the Tuscumbia road, where we 
found that the rebels were making a stand and the infantry were mov- 
ing upon them. We encamped that night on the Tuscumbia road. 

The following day I remained in the same position, prepared some 
rations, brought forward the four companies left at Jacinto on the 18th, 
and sent out Captain Eeese and company on the Fulton road, with in- 
structions to gain all possible information relative to the retreating 
army. He returned at night with 10 prisoners, ha\’ing been down the 
Fulton road about 10 miles. 

The following day (22d) I moved with my entire command (twelve 
companies) to Peyton’s Mill, where I remained but a short time, as or- 
ders were received soon after my arrival to proceed to Jacinto. I had, 
however, sent out Company A, Captain Dyekmair, to make a reconnais- 
sance on the ]l:Iatchez trace road, where he took a captain, belonging 
to the Arkansas Battalion ; also found 2 men belonging to an Iowa 
regiment, who had been taken by the rebel cavalry the day previous 
and had succeeded in making their escape. I arrived at Jacinto on the 
evening of the 22d and encamped at Davenport’s Mill, where my com- 
mand is now stationed. 

The bearing of both officers and men during the entire conflict and 
subsequent movements was admirable, and it gives me great pleasure to 
mention the valuable services of Adjt. W. J. Buchanan, who was always 
where duty called him, and who was particularly useful to me during 
the engagement on the 19th. 

L. G. WILLCOX, 

^ Oajptam, Commanding Third Michigan Cavalry. 

Adjutant-Genekax., First Brigade^ Cavalry Division. 


Xo. 38. 

Report of Maj. Oen. Fdivard 0. C. Ord^ U. 8. Army, commanding Left 
Wing, Ar my of the Temiessee. 

* Cablisle, Pa., October 15, 1862. 

General ; Frequent and continued movements have hitherto pre- 
vented my reporting the operations of the left wing of the army before 
luka between the 16th and 20th of September : 

It having been reported on the 16th by Colonel Mower, commanding 
at Burnsville, that General Price was threatening from the direction of 
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luka, with a large force at the latter place, you gave me verbal orclere 
ii) r.l’ r:y available fore**, eoTi.cist'pg of Davies^, Boss’, and Mc- 

a! altogether nUi'iberii.g abo:.c 8,000, to move upon the 

enemy by the roads north of the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad. In 
addition to the verbal orders the following written instructions were 
received from you : 

Headquarters District oe West Tennessee, 

Corinth, Miss,, Septeniber 16, 186^^. 

Major-General Ord, Commanding Post: 

General: Out’ n; . ’ . T’-lonel Mower^s telegram I deem it advisable to 
send onr forces to : distance of him. If General Ross can move his 

forces he had hett* • « . ■« • , or either side of there where water can he found, 

and be on the alert to give assistance if required. Captain Reynolds can furnish 
any teams they may require. 

Respectfully, 4fec., 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, 

Headquarters District op West Tennessee, 
Corinth, Miss,, September 17, 1862. 

Major-General Ord, Corinth, Miss.: 

General: We will get off all our forces now as rapidly as practicable. I have dis- 
patched Rosecrans that all our movements now would be as rapid as compatible with 
prudence, informing him at the same time of where your troops now are and that 
those not yet off would be at and near Glendale to-night ; you probably with them. 
I directed'Rosecrans to give me his routes and will inform you of them. Take an 
operator with you, who has a pocket instrument, which can be attached to the wires 
any place desired, if there is such a place. I will leave to-morrow for Burnsville if 
to-day does not develop sometlung to make a different plan necessary. 

RespecttuUy, &c., 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, 

Tlie latter of tliese two dispatches was received about 5 p. in. on Sep- 
tember 17. In obedience to these orders the troops which had moved 
up to Glendale on the 17th were moved to Burnsville on the morning 
of the 18th, at which place I arrived about noon and found you there. 
Ill the course of that evening dispatches were received from General 
Eosecrans, stating that a large portion of his command had been de- 
layed by mistaking the route and following one of my columns and 
was still about 20 miles from luka. 

Early on the moruing of the 19 th, by your orders, Boss’ division was 
placed within 6 miles of luka, to hold the enemy’s advaia-t gmird ind 
skirmishers in check. This was on the direct or lower lo.nl, l.rr..ev n 
Burnsville and luka. McArthur’s division was ordered to advance to 
within a like distance of luka on the Eastport road, and, intelligence 
having been received that the enemy were making demonstrations upon 
Corinth from the south and west, you directed me to retain Davies’ 
division at Burnsville, to be ready to return to Corinth by rail at a 
moment’s notice. I made a careful reconnaissance of the onomy’s front 
toward Corinth between 9 and 3 o’clock on that day. AVIiilo inaking 
the reconnaissance, about 10 o’clock that morning, I received from you 
the following dispatch : 

September 19, 1862. 

General: I send you dispatch received from Eosecraus late in the night. You 
will see that he is behind where we expected him. Do not he too rapid with your 
advance this morning^, unless it should be found that the enemy are evacuating. 

By order of Major-General Grant : 

' CLARK B. LAGOW, 

Colonel and Inspector-General, 

After completing the reconnaissaace I returned to Burnsville about 
4 p. m., and reported to you that the enemy showed a bold front to- 
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wal’d Burnsville and the nortli, and that their skirmishers and ours 
had been engaged all clay within 4 miles of Burnsville. You expressed 
the opinion that General Eosecrans was from last accounts from him 
too far f oni luka for us to attack on our front until further information 
was received as to his whereabouts, which was manifestly true. At the 
same time you directed me to move my whole force forward to within 
4 miles of luka, and there await sounds of an engagement between 
Eosecrans and the enemy before engaging the latter. About d p. m., 
after you had given me the'se orders and I had issued directions ac- 
cordingly, the following dispatch was received from General EosSjdn 
charge of the advance division about 7 miles from luka: 

September 19, 1862—4 p, m. 

Major-General Ord : 

For the last twenty minutes there has been a dense smoke arising from the direc- 
iion of luka. I conclude that the enemy are evacuating and destroying the stores. 

L. F. ROSS, 

Brigadier- Genei'al. 

That night, in accordance with your orders, my whole force was 
moved up to within 4 miles of luka, except McArthur^s division, and the 
next morning at 8 o’clock, hearing guns in front of us, I moved rapidly 
into luka and found it had been evacuated during the night. The 
guns heard that morning (the 20th, 8 a. m.) were the first heard by us, 
although on the afternoon of the 19th the head of General Eosecrans’ 
column had engaged the enemy 2 miles south of luka about the time 
that General Eoss reported a smoke in the direction of luka. The wind, 
freshly blowing from ns in the direction of luka during the whole of 
the 19th, prevented our hearing the guns and co-operating with Gen- 
eral Eosecrans. 

My loss during the approach was 1 man wounded. We took 11 pris- 
oners and wounded 3 of the enemy during the skirmishing of the 
advance. 

Every officer and soldier of the command showed a zeal and energy 
highly commendable, and nothing but regret was felt and expressed 
when it was learned on the 20th that General Eosecrans’ column had 
had a fight and we were not by to share it, though every effort was 
made to do so consistent with the information possessed of General 
Eosecrans’ movements. 

Corinth still being threatened, you directed me to return with my 
whole force at once, leaving Crocker’s brigade as a garrison in the town 
of luka, which I did. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- Oeneral Yolunteers^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant. 


No. 39. 

Report of Maj. Oen. Sterling Price, G. S. Army, commanding Army of the 
West, including operations since July 25. 

Headquarters Army op the West, 

Baldwyn, Miss., September 2(5, 1862. 
Colonel: I beg leave to submit to the general commanding this 
department the following report of the operations of this army subse- 
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qiieut to July 25, v:heii I, by bis order, assumed command of tbe District 
of tbe Tennessee ; 

As soon as tbe withdrawal of General Hardee’s army gave me tbe 
control of tbe railroad I began to concentrate all of the troops within 
tbe district at Tupelo, with the intention of making a forward movement 
at the earliest day possible. r'K-i:-.-/!!:*., tbal it was very important, if 
not essential to success, that -i .'v. : > should be made with the 

co-operation of IVIajor-General Van Dorn, 1 wrote to him on July 31, 
"-r. ‘-advance our armies rapidly and conciuTently toward 
> ■■■ or some other point on or near tbe Tennessee line,” at 

which place he should assume command of the combined armies and 
move thence through Western or Central Tennessee into Kentucky. 

Having received no reply to this disi3atch I wrote him again on Au- 
gust 4 : 

The success of the campaign depends on the promi)tn€8s and boldness of our move- 
ments and the ability which w'e shall manifest to avail ourselves of our ■ ■ .-u • 

vantages. The enemy are still tran^ffn-iug their troops from Corinth and • , 

eastward. They will bjr the end of this week have reduced their force to its mini- 
mum. We should bo quick to take r of this, for they will soon h- _ ?■ u,.| 

in re-enforcements under the late . ,• ■ lunteers. In fact every -i-'i 

makes it important that I should move forward without unnecessary delay. I ear- 
nestly desire your co-operation in such a movement, and will, as I have before said, 
place myself and my army under your command in that contingency. 

Events hnppouiiig within his own distiict made it utterly impossible 
for Generjil V;r.i Dorr, to accede at the time to my proposition. Be- 
lieving that I could not advance successfully without his co-operation 
I determined to await either that or the weakciiiLg of the enemy’s force 
in front of me and to meanwhile perfect my preparations to move. I at 
the same time sent out a cavalry expedition under Actg. Brig. Gen. 
Prank C. Armstrong. This gallant young cavalry officer had already 
di<ti'•g■:li.'^b(‘^l l‘iin<elf aud done the country some service at Courtland, 
j:s 1 have ulrciKiy informed the coinnianding general. He now left 
Baldwyn at the head of about 1,600 men. Having been re-enforced at 
Holly .^]>rirg« by about 3,100 cavalry, under command of Colonel Jack- 
son, of Van Dorn’s army, he pushed boldly forward towaril 

Bolivar, met a largely superior force in frout of that town, and drove 
them back with heavy loss, killing -li cl wonbclii." a large number and 
capturing 73 i)risoners. Having ar,- iiif" he did not delay, 
but i)ushed northward, crossed the Hatchie Eiver, passed between 
Jackson and Bolivar — at each of which places there were heavy bodies 
of the enemy — and took and held x)Ossession of the railroad for more 
than thirt 3 " hours, during which time he destroyed all the bridges and 
a mile of trestle work. Keturning, he encountered the enemy in force 
near Denmark, attacked and routed them, killing and about 

75 of them, caxDturing 213 iirisouers, and taking two xh^ces of artillery, 
after which he returned to Baldwyn. 

His entire loss upon the expedition was, in killed, wounded, aud 
missing, 115, among whom I regret to mention Capt. J. Eocik Oham- 
l>ion, whose reckless daring and intreiiid boldness have illuwStrated the 
battle-fields of Missouri, Arkansas, and Alabama, as well as that of 
Bolivar, in which he fell far in advance of all his command. 

The highest praise should be awarded to General Avinsli'ong for the 
X^rudence, discretion, and good sense with which he conducted this ex- 
pedition, and his officers and men for the gallantry and soldierly bear- 
ing which they displa,ycd upon it. 

I meanwhile (August 17) received from General Bragg a copy of his 
letter of August 11, addressed to General Van Dorn, in which, refer- 
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ring to my proposition to the latter to combine our armies and move 
into West Tennessee, the general commanding says : 

If you hold them (the enemy^s forces in West Tennessee) in check we are sure of 
success here ; hut should they re-enforce here so as to defy us, then you may redeem 
^ West Tennessee, and probably aid us by crossing to the enemy's rear. * * * To 

move your available force into West Tennessee, co-operating with General Price, who 
will move soon toward Corinth, or to move to Tupelo by rail and join Price, are sug- 
gestions merely. I cannot give you specific instructions, as circumstances and mili- 
tary conditions in your front may vary materially from day to day, 

A few days later I received General Bragg’s dispatch of August 19, 

. informing me that he had ordered one-third of the exchanged prisoners 

to this army, and I at once, in anticipation of receiving them, immedi- 
ately made every preparation for arming and equipping them and sup- 
plying them with transportation, &c., and was, while doing this, better 
^ content to await General Van Dorn’s co-operation, which now seemed 

certain at no distant day, as he on August 24 replied to my proposi- 
tion of July 31 and August 4 by saying that he would be ready to join 
me with 10,000 men in about twenty days. I answered him at once 
that I would be ready to move in five days, and having on September 
2 received another telegraphic dispatch from General Bragg — which 
t he said, Buell’s whole force is in full retreat upon NashviUe, destroy- 

ing their stores 5 watch Bosecrans and prevent a junction, or if he es- 
capes you, follow him closely” — I sent one of my aides-de-camp to Gen- 
eral Van Dorn with dispatches urging him to hasten his movements, 
and forthwith ordered my own army forward to this place. General 
Van Dorn replied the next day that he would be ready to move from 
, Holly Springs by the 12th, and that he would support me if I, finding 

‘ that Eosecrans was attempting to effect a junction with Buell, should 

follow and overtake him. 

1 immediately advanced my headquarters to Guntown, and having 
ascertained that Kosecrans was at luka with about 10,000 men, I on 
the 11th instant marched in that direction with my whole army. My 
cavalry, under General Armstrong, arrived before the town on the 13th 
and m'y infantry and artillery arrived there by a forced march at sun- 
rise on the 14th. The enemy had, however, evacuated the place during 
the night, abandoning a large quantity of valuable army stores, all of 
j which fell into our hands. 

^ As Eosecrans had retreated westward with his forces I did not think 

it was my duty to cross the Tennessee and move upon ISTashville, as 
had been ordered by General Bragg, under the belief, as I presumed, 
that Eosecrans had eluded me and was marching to the relief of Buell, 
but that I should continue to hold Eosecrans in check and prevent if 
r possible his junction with Buell. I accordingly dispatched couriers 

the same day to General Van Dorn, announcing my occupation? of luka 
and Eosecrans’ retreat westward, and again proposing to unite our 
armies and move against Corinth. I also sent Brigadier-General Moore 
to Tupelo to hasten forward the exchanged prisoners that General Bragg 
had ordered to be sent there for this army. 

Early on the morning of September 19 I received dispatches from 
General Van Dorn, saying that he acceded to my proposition and re- 
questing me to move immediately toward Eienzi. I at once replied 
that I would move my army as quickly as I could in the direction pro- 
\ posed by him, and issued orders for the instant loading of the trains 

and for the marching of the army early next morning. 

About the same time I received from the enemy a demand to lay down 
my arms because of certain victories which they ^pretended to have 
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gained in Maryland. I replied to the insolent demand through the com- 
manding officer of my cavalry advance. 

During the early part of the afternoon of the same day my pickets 
on the Jacinto road were driven in. About 2.30 o’clock tv v - - - ^ ■ 

that the enemy were advancing on that road in force. I ■ ■ 

eral Little to send Hubert’s brigade to meet them and soon afterward 
directed Martin’s brigade to follow it. Both brigades moved to tb(‘ Held 
gladly and gallantly. They met the enemy, commanded by Eosecrans 
in person, within a mile of the town. The line of battle was instantly 
formed and the fight began, and was waged with a severity which I have 
never seen surpassed. I had myself gone to the field, accompanied by 
General Little and my stafi:*. Discovering that the enemy’s force, wh. ii 
turned out to be their right wing, about 8,000 strong, under Eosecrans 
in person, was much greater than I had been led to believe, I directed 
General Little to bring forward his two other brigades, which were some 
2 miles distant. Just there he fell, pierced through the brain with a 
xMinie ball. 

Meanwhile H6bert’s and Martin’s brigades carried on the unequal con- 
test not only successfully but gloriously. They drove the enemy from 
every position a distance of more than 000 yards, capturing 1) pieces of 
artillery and taking about 50 prisoners. They were finally staid in 
their triiimp’-'r**^ ’-."v-rr, by the darkness just as the Eirst and Third 
Brigades of I ; , ■ \ . . » - ' ■. reached the field, eager to avenge the death 
of their friend and commander. The division bivouacked upon the field 
of battle. 

I had proposed to renew the battle *• ■“ ' -’n ;; .n 1 had made my 

dispositions accordingly, hut having , - • * . ! ! . ■‘'i morning that 

the enemy had by means of the two railroads massed againsr me a 
greatly superior force, and knowing that my iiosition was such that a 
battle would endanger the safety of my trains even if I should be vic- 
torious, of which I had but little doubt, I determine to adhere to my 
original purpose and to make the movement upon which I bad alreadj" 
agreed- with General Yan Dorn, Orders were issued accordingly, and 
th^e wagons trains having been i>ut in motion, the troops were withdrawn 
from the battle-field a little before sunrise, the enemy nmni Test in-' no 
desire to renew the bloody conflict and firing only two or three shots at 
my cavalry rear guard. Every wagon and all of the valuable stores 
that we had taken, together witli many of the sick and wounded, were 
safely brought away. 

General Maury, who had taken position with two of his brigades 
on the heights east of the town so as to cover the movement, says iu 
his report : ‘ 

The traim and ar-:‘> ]i!i\ marched past me, I withdrew from my position by order 
of the commandi-*;^ k .i w . 8 a. m. and marched in rear of the army. The enemy 
followed us feebly with cavalry chiefly, which was held in check all the time by tlie 
cavalry under General Armstrong covering my rear. 

About 2 p. m., while halted at a poiut about 8 miles from luka, the pursuing 
enemy was drawn into an ambuscade, admirably planned and executed by General 
Armstrong, d Captiftn Bledsoe. They received the Are of the 

Second Texas r.- a* »' of Captain Bledsoe’s battery at short range, and were 

charged 1^ McCulloch’s cavalry and uttery routed. During the remainder of the 
march to Baldwyn they ventured within range no more. 

General Manry also speaks in terms of just praise of the great effi- 
ciency and skill with which the cavalry force was handled hy General 
Armstrong, and of a very daring and successful ambuscade planned 
and executed on the 17th by Colonels Wirt Adams and Siemens, com- 
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Tuaucling two regiments of cavalry, for the particulars of wiiicii I must 
refer you to his report. 

The brunt of the battle of luka fell upon Hebert’s brigade, and nobly 
did it sustain it, and worthily of its accomplished commander and of 
the brigade which numbers among its forces the ever-glorious Third 
Louisiana, the Third Texas Dismounted Cavalry, and Whitfield Texas 
Legion. The Third Louisiana and the Third Texas had already fought 
under my eyes at the Oak Hills and at Elkhorn. Xo men have ever 
fought more bravely or more victoriously than they, and he who can 
say hereafter ‘‘ I belonged to the Third Louisiana or the Third Texas ” 
need never blush in my presence. In this the hardest-fought fight 
which I have ever xyitnessed they well sustaited their bloodily won 
reputation, as the accompanying report of the killed and wounded will 
testify. The commanding officer of each regiment — Lioutenant-Colouel 
Gilmore and Colonel Mabry — was severely wounded. Brave men were 
never more bravely commanded. 

Whitfield’s Legion not only took a battery with the aid of the Third 
Texas, but fully established on this occasion its right to stand side by 
side with the veteran regiments already named, and won under their 
gallant leader a reputation for dashing boldness and steady courage 
which places them side by side with the bravest and the best. I regret 
that they are to lose in the impending conflicts the leadership of their 
able commander, Col. John W. Whitfield, who was painfully wounded, 
though not dangerously. 

General Hubert very well says in Ms report : 

Where all have done their duty, where officers and soldiers have displayed un- 
paralleled bravery, determination, and fortitude, no discrimination can be made. 
Under my personal supervision no one faltered, no one hesitated to meet the foe, even 
in a hand-to-hand conflict. I must, however, put into the position of brave and 
true men the small numbers of the Fourteenth and Seventeenth Ropriments of Arkan- 
sas Infantry, upon whom past circumstances had cast a doiibi. Nobly, heroically 
have they proved themselves true patriots and brave soldiers. They have placed 
themselves above suspicion — above accusation. 

Colonel Colbert’s regiment (the Fortieth Mississippi) also proved its 
worthiness to take its place in this brave brigade, the command of 
which has by the fortunes of war been already devolved upon its in- 
telligent and brai'e colonel. 

King’s battery, which was the only one brought into action on our 
side, demonstrated its willingness and its ability to sustain the reputa- 
tion which it had gained under its former captain, the lamented young 
S. Churchill Clark. 

Two regiments — the Thirty sixth Mississippi and Thirty- seventh Ala- 
bama — of Martin’s brigade, were sent to the support of General Hubert’s 
left wing, and were gallantly led by and fought bravely under their bri- 
gade commander. Col. John D. Martin. Colonel Dowdell and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Greene, of the Thirty-seventh Alabama, were both wounded, the 
former slightly, the latter severely. The other two re^ments of Mar- 
tin’s brigade — ^the Thirty-seventh and Thirty -eighth Mississippi — ^were 
detached for the support of General Hubert’s right, and were advanc- 
ing steadily when the Thirty-eighth, coming suddenly upon a masked 
battery, was thrown into some confusion, from which it soon recovered. 

Hubert’s brigade lost in the action 63 killed and 299 wounded; Mar- 
tin’s brigade, 22 killed and 95 wounded. 

It will thus be seen that our success was obtained at the sacrifice of 
many a brave officer and patriot soldier. Chief among them was Brig. 
Gen" Henry Little, commanding the First Division of this army. Than 
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this brave Mai^lander no one eould have fallen more dear to me or 
whose memory should be more fondly cherished by his countrymen. 
Than him no more skillful officer or more devoted patriot has drawn 
his sword in this war of independence. He died in the day of his 
greatest usefulness, lamented by his friends, by the brigade of his love, 
by the division which he so ably commanded, and by the Army of the 
West, of which he had from the beginning been one of the chief orna- 
ments. 

I have, colonel, the honor to be, with great respect, yours, &c., 

STEELIHG PEIOE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. Geobg-e G. Garner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ department No. 2. 


Ko. 40. 

9 

Beport of Brig, Gen, Louis Sebert^ G. 8. Army^ commanding Birst Division, 

Hdqrs. First Division, Army of the West, 
Camp Henry Little^ Balchcyn, Miss.^ September 25, 1862. 

General : The fall of the noble and regretted commander of the 
First Division, Brig. Gen. Henry Little, in the engagement of the 19th 
instant at luka, makes it my duty as present commanding officer to give 
an account of its operations from the commencement of the movement 
against luka to the return of the forces to this point. I have the honor 
to submit the following report : 

On the 10th instant three brigades of the division were at Baldwyn 
and one at Guntown. 

On the nth the march commenced at daybreak, and the entire divis- 
ion united and encamped for the night on Brown Creek, 2 miles east of 
Marietta. 

On the 12th the march was continued to a point 1 mile east of Bay 
Springs. 

At an early hour on the 13th the march was resumed to Peyton^s 
Mill, where a halt was ordered until 11 p. m. At this hour the march 
was resumed until near daylight, when the advance reached to within 
1 mile of luka. The enemy having evacuated the place, the division 
entered it and was encamped by 10 a. m. September 14. 

During the 16th, 17th, and 18th, and up to the time of the engage- 
ment on the 19th, the division was most of the time in line of battle or 
bivouacked on the field. 

On the 19th, up to about 3 p. m., the division was in line of battle on 
the Brownsville road, with the exception of Second Brigade (H^bert^s), 
which was halted near the line, ready to move to any threatened point. 
At that hour it received orders to proceed forthwith to the Bay Springs 
road, south of the town, to check the enemy, reported to be advancing 
in that direction very rapidly and in strong force. The brigade met 
him tliroe-qnarfors of a mile fiom town, and quickly forming line of 
batth', nor only cho<jk(*(l his advance, but drove him from the advan- 
tageous positions he had already occupied. Here it became evident 
that the brigade unsupported could not drive back the superior num- 
bers before it. Soon, however, the Fourth Brigade appeared on the 
field, and General Little took command of the troops present. Major- 
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General Price also came on tlie field. Tlie Fourth Brigade having been 
divided, so as to throw two regiments on the right and two on the left 
of the line of battle occupied by the Second Brigade, the order to move 
forward was given, and the battle commenced anew and raged with ter- 
rific fury until dark, our brave troops forcing the foe back step by step 
some 600 yards. 

At the commencement of this conflict the First and Third Brigades 
had arrived on the field and were ready and eager to join and relieve 
their comrades of the Second and Fourth. 

Kight having stopped the conflict, arrangements were made to renew 
it at daybreak or to repel the foe should he in the night move forward 
his line, then only some 200 yards in front. The Second Brigade, which 
had suffered severely, was quietly withdrawn from the line and re- 
placed by the First. The Fourth, after being joined by the two regi- 
ments which had been at first sent to the right, remained on the line to 
form the left wing. The Third Brigade was still held in reserve. 

In this order the division remained in position until before day, when, 
in obedience to orders, it commenced falling back to march in retreat. 
The position occupied in the night was slowly left by daylight, the First 
Brigade bringing up the rear of the division. In consequence of the 
train moving in front the rear did not pass out of the town until about 
7 a. m. 

The march continued on the 20th to the vicinity of Kew Market Store, 
on the 21st to Big Brown Creek, aifd on the 22d to Twenty Mile Creek, 
1 mile east of this place (Baldwyn), where the troops are still in camp, 
with the exception of the Second Brigade, which was moved on the 
immediate west side of the railroad on the 23d. 

The above is a condensed and general history of the operations of the 
division from the 11th to the 23d instant, embracing the period of time 
given in orders from army headquarters. 

Early in the action, when the main charge had been ordered, Briga- 
dier-General Little was instantly killed by a Minie ball, and the com- 
mand of the division devolved on the undersigned. The fall of the 
general was immediately known throughout the lines, but, far from 
creating consternation, panic, or confusion, every officer and every sol- 
dier seemed to become animated with new determination. The leader 
whom they had learned to love and esteem and in whom they had full 
confidence had fallen. - The foe who had deprived them of him was in 
front and revenge was within their grasp. The First Division of the 
Army of the West will ever remember and venerate the name of Henry 
Little. 

During the night of the 19th to the 20th our skirmishers and those 
of the enemy often came together, but very little firing occurred. Some 
prisoners were taken on both sides. 

The forces engaged were as follows: Second Brigade of Infantry, 
Brig. Gen. L. H6bert ; Fourth Brigade of Ipfantry, OoL John D. Mar- 
tin ; Clark Battery, Captain King. 

The Saint Louis Battery, Captain Dawson, attached to the Second 
Brigade, was thrown into position on the extreme left when the brigade 
first formed line of battle, to prevent a flanking movement of the enemy 
which was threatened, but did not go into action. A regiment of in- 
fantry was sent to protect it during the night. 

The First Brigade was commanded by Col. Elijah Gates and the 
Third by Brig. Gen. M. E. Green. 

Th§ ca§n?iitiefi 0 *f the division, according to brigade reports, are as 
• follows: 
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The Second Brigade went into battle with an aggregate of 1,774 and 
the Fourth with an aggregate of 1,405, as per reports. The 
which suffered the most are the Third Louisiana Infantry, rue First 
Texas Legion (dismounted cavalry), and the Third Texas (dismounted 
cavalry). 

I transmit herewith reports of brigade'^. ‘^^d companies, 

as far as could be obtained, and from which ■ .'•■■■■ cannot enter 

into this report can be gathered.' All necessary reports. from the dif- 
ferent departments of the (livisiou are made out and are being sent to 
the proper chiefs at army headquarters. 

When all have done their duty, when officers and soldiers have dis- 
played unparalleled bravery, determination, and fortitude, no discrim- 
ination can be made and none will be made in this report. Under my 
personal supervision no one faltered, no one hesitated to meet the foe, 
even in a hand-to-hand conflict if required. I must, however, put into 
the position of brave and true men the small numbers of the Fourteenth 
and Seventeenth Arkansas Eegiments of Infantry, of the Second Bri- 
gade, upon whom past circumstances had cast a doubt. N'obly, hero- 
ically have they proven themselves true patriots and brave soldiers. 
They have iilaced themselves above suspicion and accusation. 

When time will permit more detailed reports will be given in for the 
satisfaction of the major-goncrfsl in justice to all parties. 

Of my personal brigade staff who were on the field during the action, 
Oapt. W. U. Hardeman, assistant adiutfirt-goTioral. and Cnpt. L. S, 
Talbott, inspector-general, were active’ uv.Ci ili'igviM in the d''-cii:!i*gr of 
their duties. The first was of very efficient service, and, by his intelli- 
gence in carrying orders, attending to their execution, encouraging the 
troops, and by his gallantry, deserves special mention. Captain Tal- 
bott evinced both gallantry and cool intelligence. The other officers of 
my brigade staff were necessarily absent attending to their respective 
duties. " 

Of the division staff of BT'ignd^or-General Little, Mr. E. J. Cinining- 
ham, volimteer aide, and ( .lOi. G. Kelly, inspector-general, joined 
me and did good service. The entire staff reported as soon as practi- 
cable and were prompt and efficient on the march to this point. 

The missing of the division are not fully accounted for, manv strag- 
glers on the wayside coming in hourly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ . . LOUIS HfiBBET, 

Brigadier General^ Oomdg. First JDiv.^ Army of the nest . . 
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41. 

"Report of Col. RUjah Gates, First Missouri Cavalry (Confederate), com- 
manding First Brigade. 

Hdqrs. First BRia., First Div., Army of the West, 

Gamp Little, September 23, 1862. 

General : 1 have the honor to report the arrival of the brigade at 
this place. The camp is situated on the road leading from Baldwyn 
and about 2 miles east of it. 

My brigade, not having particii)ated in the late engagement at luka, 
have no casualties to report save the loss of 1 lieutenant captured and 
3 men slightly wounded, who were thrown out in advance of our line 
during the night as skirmishers.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELIJAH GATES, 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Louis Hubert, 

Commanding First Division. 


No. 42. 

Table of Casualties and Strength of Second Brigade. 


Command. 

1 
! M 

% 

il 

3 

"5 

.a 

1 ^ 

Strength. 


10 

1 

39 

1 

21 

314 

109 

388 


2 

12 

3 

3d Texas Cavalry.,----.-- 

22 

74 

14t^ ArTffl.Tiang Regiment 

2 

15 


116 

1st Texas Legion......... 

18 

80 

1 

4G0 

8d TtOni « •nfiiTif'.'py ..................................................... 

9 

81 

15 

264 

SaintF T.nnis Battery - 

1 

52 

Clarl*! Batto'y - - ... ... ... 


3 


71 





Total 

63 

305 

40 

1,774 



Notb.— T his table is made np from reports on file. See also table forming part of Brigadier-General 
Hdbert’s report. 


No. 43. 

Report of Col. W. B. Colbert, Fortieth Mississippi Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fortieth Eeoiment Mississippi Yols., 

In Camp, Baldwyn, Miss., September 24, 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part borne 
by the Fortieth Eegiment Mississippi Yolunteers, under my command, 
in the engagement near luka on the 19th instant, viz; 

My regiment was formed in line of battle, its right resting about 100 


But see tabular statement in H^bert^s report, p. 126. 
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yards from the left of the Third Tle^zimeiit Texas Cavalry, and after the 
firing commenced was continuously under fire until the action closed. 

The ofBcers and men of ray command generally behaved well, and 
some with coolness and gallantry. 

A battery of the enemy was so planted as to cover my front with its 
right, its left extending across the front of the Third Texas, and ray com- 
mand moved up to the guns in its front, ‘driviiig the enemy away, and 
ray line was formed and maintained on the left of and near to the Third 
Texas and a few paces in front of some of the pieces of the 

battery from which the enemy had been driven. Several ifieces of the 
battery were drawn off by details from ray command. 

My regiment went into the action with 3 field officers, 29 comi)any 
officers, 46 non-commissioned officers, and 236 privates, raaldng an ag- 
gregate of 314 engaged 5 a reduction in the strength of the regimen!, 
occasioned by a heavy detail that had been made for picket duty and by 
large details to go from the lines for provisions, water, &c., which had 
been ordered. The casualties consist of 1 captain, 2 corporals, and 7 
privates killed j 1 captain dangerously (and it is supposed mortally) 
wounded, 1 lieutenant severely, 1 lieutenant slightly wounded, 3 ser- 
c! 0 TO'‘^’’y, 2 slightly, 1 corporal severely, 1 corporal 

v •!. i vM, , severely and 14 privates slightly wounded, 

1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 19 privates missing; making an aggregate of 
10 ^ed, 39 wounded, and 21 miss:;'-'! ; ow-ng the total loss of the 
regiment to have been 70 in killed, missing. 

Eesnectfiilly submitted. 

W. B. COLBERT, 

Colonel^ Commanding Fortieth Missmippi Regiment. 


Ko. 44. 

B^ort of Col, J, W. Whitfield, First Texas Legion, 


Camp, near, Abbevxllb, Miss., 

November 11, 1862. 

Captain; Owing to the wound which I received in the battle of luka 
on September 19 last I have been unable sooner to make my report of 
the part performed by the First Texas Legion, under ray command, in 
that battle. 

On the afternoon of Friday, September 19, we formed in line of bat- 
tle about 1 mile south of the town, on the Bay Springs road, the enemy 
approaching in large force. Soon after getting in position I was ordered 
to move my command in the direction of the enemy, which was then 
about 300 yards off. After having advanced about 100 paces the enemy 
opened a very heavy fire upon me with gi'ape and canister from them 
artillery, besides a shower of balls from their small-arms. Under this 
galling fire my command moved on, and when within about 150 yards 
of the enemy I discovered that unless the battery was immediately 
silenced the result might be most disastrous, and gave the command to 
charge, which was responded to by loud cheers from my command and 
the gallant Third Texas Cavalry, being then dismounted, and at a 
double-quick they moved up and captu3*ed the six-gun battery, which, I 
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am informed by one of tbe lieutenants, bad been charged eight times 
before in ditferent fights unsuccessfully, killing and wounding the greater 
portion of the men and nearly all the horses, and capturing several men 
and officers, among whom was a colonel, and driving back their entire 
line in great confusion. During this charge Captain Whitfield, of Com- 
pany D, acting as major, discovered that the enemy had thrown out a 
regiment to flank us on our right; ordered Companies D, K, and M 
to chai‘ge them, which they did in gallant style, putting them to flight, 
and driving them 200 or 300 yards. It was in this move that First Lieut. 
William W. Townsend killed the colonel of the enemy’s regiment with a 
dragoon pistol. W^hen I ordered the charge the gallant Lieut. Col. eJohu 
Grififith, of the Seventeenth Arkansas Eegiment, and the officers in com- 
mand of the Fourteenth Arkansas Eegiment, hearing and recognizing 
my voice, moved up with their commands in beautiM order on a three- 
gun battery on my left. 

About an hour after the charge, it being then dark, we were ordered 
to the rear. 

In this short but hotly-contested charge I sustained a loss in killed 
and wounded of 106 officers and men, most of whom fell at or imme- 
diately about the battery. 

I cannot close this report without ‘making si)ecial mention of the 
gallant and brave Lieut. W. F. F. Wynn, <?f Company A, who was 
mortally wounded while standing with his imnv.s on one of the guns he 
had so nobly helped to capture, and returning thanks both for myself 
and the country to every officer and man under my command for the 
part they so nobly performed in this ever-to-be-rernembered contest. 

My thanks are especially due to Adjt. E. J. Brailsford, Sergt. Maj. H. 
C. Searcy, aud J. J. Wilbourn for their efficient services rendered me 
on the field in conveying my orders promptly and correctly, as well as 
for their gallant and cool demeanor during the entire engagement. 

Snrg. J. J. Eoberts and Actg. Asst. Surg. J. Y. Bradfield deserve my 
thanks for the prompt and efficient services rendered the wounded, 
being ever ready and anxious to render any assistance in their power, 
regardless of personal danger. 

I herewith inclose a list* of the casualties of the fight in my Legion. 
I am, captain, yonr obedient servant, 

' J. W. WHITFIELD, 

Colonel J Commandmg First Texas Legion. 

Capt. W. D. Hardeman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Eespectfully forwarded. 


STERLING PEIOE, 

Major General. 


Eespectfully returned. 

Oommanding officer Army of the TV est will use this report as he may 
desire, General Van Dorn having nothing to do with the Arnij- of the 
West at that time. 

Bv order of General Van Dom : 

^ M. M. KIMMEL, 

Major and Assistant Adjntant-Qeaeral, 


9 E E— VOL xvn 


•See p. 127. 
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1^0. 45. 

Report of Lieut, J, L, Faris^ Glarlc (Mmonri) Battery, 

Headquarters Glare Battery, 

Baldivyn^ Miss.j September 24, 1862. 

Colonel : After having inarched out ou several occasions with the 
expectation of meeting the'eiiemy, and having been disappointed in each 
instance, ‘ ^ . upon the evening preceding the evacuation of luka, 

the Clarh ■■■,, attached to the Second Bngade, First Division, 
District of the Tennessee, was ordered to advance in company with the 
brigade out upon what is called the llifew Eoad to Bay Springs. Pro- 
ceeding as rapidly as possible in that direction, our farther ad^^ance 
was soon checked by the appearance of the Federals upon the high 
ridges 1 or 1 j miles distant from town. By order of Brigadier-General 
Hubert the first section of the battery, under the immediate command 
of Lieutenant Paris, was sent forward up the road to take possession 
of an eminence commanding the ridges upon which the Federals were 
advancing. The second section, under command of Lieutenant John- 
ston, took position the open fields on the right of the road. 

The first section, v. inh- iicing advanced by hand up the hill, was received 
by a hot fire from the enemy’s skirmishers at short range, but fortu- 
nately sustained no damage therefrom. There being no support near, 
it was deemed best to retire until the skirmishers were driven back and 
th(‘ [ni^itioh of the enemy more definitely ascertained. The section ac- 
i-ordlngl,' u*ll back below the brow of the hill about 150 yards and again 
went into battery. Our line of infantry was ordered forward to drive 
the skirniishei's from their iiosition, which after a sharp fire was suc- 
cessfully 

Inthenn ... ■ ■ eutenant Johnston, with his section, on the right 

of the road, sent a few case-shot among the enemy with good effect, as 
was manifest by the disorder they created. They, however, soon retired 
out of his range. 

The first section was again ordered to take position on the hill pre- 
viously mentioned, which was done as soon as possible, and immediately 
a heavy fire of canister and case shot was opened upon the advancing 
columns of the enemy. The men worked at the pieces coolly and calmly, 
taking good aim, every shot producing a telling effect, the first dis- 
charge from one of the pieces, as we were informed by prisoners, killing 
6 men outright. As long as the enemy was visible the firing was con- 
tinued with fine efiect, but they soon ceased to show themselves by 
bodies in our line of fire and our discharges were confined to an occa- 
sional shot. At length our whole line was ordered to charge, and our 
own men being thus thrown between us and the enemy, we were unable 
to use our guns. The section remained for some time under a terrific 
storm of grape-shot and Minie balls (which also swept through the sec- 
ond section beyond), unable to do anything, and at length was ordered 
to retire out of range by General Hdbert, our presence being no longer 
necessary at this point. 

Our next position was on the right of the road at the point formerly 
occupied by the second section. Here we remained until morning, when 
we were ordered to take up the line of inarch for this place/ 

The battery entered into this engagement with a force present of 71 
men, uon-coininissioned oificers and privates, a large detail having been 
left in camp for cooking rations, &c. 
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Our casualties were 3 men slightly wounded, 3 horses killed, and 3 
horses wounded. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

J. L. FAEIS, 

lAmitenantj Commanding Battery. 

To the Colonel Commanding 

Second Brig.^ First Biv.j JDist of the Tenn. {Army of the West). 


liTo. 46. 

B^ort of Capt William F. Dawson^ Saint Louis {Missouri) Battery. 

In compliance with instructions from brigadier-general commanding 
I took three different positions on the day of engagement, but did not 
fire a shot, our infantry being in all cases before us. In the last posi- 
tion we were immediately behind the hottest of the fight, but having 
given my sergeants instructions to let the cannoneers shelter themselves 
as much as possible, with their implements all ready for instant action, 
I have fortunately only the one casualty to report. The small number 
of men that we went in with rendered this precaution necessary, as the 
loss of even one or two of the men would have been very serious and 
have caused us to fire more slowly than we ought. This may be readily 
judged from the fact that we had four guns to man, there being, includ- 
ing sergeants and corporals, only 7 cannoneers and 6 drivers to the 
piece. The men all behaved well. 


Number of men taken into action 52 

Number of men brought out 52 

Number of men slightly wounded 1 

Number of horses captured 2 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DAWSOIST, 

Captain^ Commanding Saint Louis Battery. 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Second Brigade^ First Division^ Army of the West. 


FTo. 47. 

Report of Col. John B. Martin, commanding Fourth Brigade. 

Hdqrs. 4th Brig., 1st Div., Army oe the West, 
Baldwyn, Miss., September 23, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor respectfully to report that about 3 p. m. on 
the 19th instant I received an order to move rapidly from line of battle, 
which had been formed on the Burnsville road the night previous, to 
the Jacinto road. In obedience to orders the brigade was rapidly moved, 
Upon arriving near the scene of action Brigadier-Gener al H^beil^s hri- 
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gade was formed across the road and engaged with the skirmishers and 
artillery of the enemy. brigade was immediately formed in liis 
rear. As soon as formed ; b‘iga;li<-r-General Little ordered me to take 
command of the two regiineiiis of the left wing, to wit, the Thit i.x 
IMisslsslpi)’! and the Thirty-seventh Alabama, and support General 
left wing, who had become hotly engaged, stating that he (Gen- 
eral Little) would in person take command of the two regiments of the 
brigade that would sup[)ort the right of the brigade already in action. 
In obedience to orders i moved the two regiments to the left of General 
Hubert’s brigade, luy left resting on the skirts of an old field, and moved 
rapidly across a hollow. Upon arriving near the top of the hill, within 
30 or 40 paces of their line, the enemy with three regiments rose and 
poured a volley upon us. Though the fire was terrific the fatality was 
not great, they ovc^'^-hoofhig us, owing to the cover of the hill. We re- 
turned their fire, advancing slowly, the enemy stubbornly disputing 
every foot of the ground. 

After, a fight of three-quarters of an hour it began to grow dusky 
from the smoke and coming iwilighi. By prc*?sing and cheering the 
men on we had driven the enemy to the brink of tlu^ hill, where they 
obstinately disputed every inch of tlie ground. Here, noticing that 
General Hubert’s brigade had ceased firing, 1 went down his line and 
requested Colonel Colbert to give one more volley to the front, to 
demonstrate that we were there inf force, when the Thirty-sixth Missis- 
sippi and the Thirty-seventh Alabama, with fixed bayonets and a cheer, 
charged, capturing several prisoners, from whom we learned that the 
regiments w^e fought were the Pifth Iowa, Third Michigan, and First 
Missouri. The enemy now gave way and fled in confusion from the 
side of the hill and the old field, when the fighting ceased a little after 
night. 

I now received an order from Brigadier-General Hubert to get my two 
regiments, which had been placed on the right of his brigade, and form 
my line to the left of his command and on continuation of the line of 
battle which had just been fought, where we rested upon our arms until 
near daylight, when we commenced the retreat. 

I regret the necessity which demanded the sopni'.ifiou of my brigade, 
as it placed two regiments of my command Ik v *11,1 ray view 

and control. 

I deem it but simple justice to notice the cool gallantry and daring 
of Colonel Dowdell, commaudirig the Tlii*-; > ''(■venth Alabama, who was 
slightly wounded but did not leave the field. He was most gallantly 
assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Greene, who was in the thickest of the 
fight and very severely wounded near its close, and by Major Slaton, 
who acted bravely and nobly. 

Colonel Witherspoon, of the Thirty-sixth ]Mississippi. managed his 
regiment with courage and discretion. Lieutenant-Colonel Brown be- 
haved gallantly and Major Yates heroically and nobly. 

The otficers of the line vied with each other in pushing forward the 
line of battle, and the men conducted themselves with the coolness and 
valor of veterans, tliougli for the first time under fire. 

Lieutenant McDonald, of my staff, was cool, courageous, and efficient. 
His horse was shot under him. 

Lieutenant Woi Dhingtoii. G. S. Army, acted gallantly, cheering the 
men on reg.irdlcs". of personal danger. 

Lieutenant Ferrell’s horse was shot early in the action. Lieutenant 
Davis acted with daring and lieroism. 
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The total engaged was about I56OO. The loss in killed [and wounded] 
was : 


Coumiaiid. 

1 

•s 

1 ! 

Total. 

36t.b Mississippi negiment _ 

1 

21 

oo 

37 til Mississippi Eegimeut 

5 

27 

3J 

3Stli Mississippi Eegiment i 

' 4 

"4 

S 

37th Alabama Eegiment 

12 

43 

i 55 

Total 

22 

95 

117 


For the character of the wounds, &c., reference is made to the report 
of the brigade surgeon. 

For the special part borne by the Thirty-seventh and. Thirty-eighth 
Mississippi Eegiments reference is made to the reports of the command- 
ers of those regiments, herewith forwarded, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 


Captain Haedemant, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gen&r ah 


Jl^O. D. MARTIY, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 


Ko. 48. 

Report of Lieut. J. W. McDonald^ Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ 

Fourth Brigade. 

Headquaetbes Foueth BEiaADE, 

Gamp Little^ September 24, 1862. 

SiE : Below you will find the number of men of the Fourth Brigade 
engaged in the battle near luka, including otficers : 


37tli Mississipxji 453 

36tli Mississippi 

3Stli^ Mississippi - 35^? 

37th Alabama 304 


Total 1,405 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. MCDONALD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Captain Sohaxjmbtjeg-. 


No. 49. 

Report of Col. Robert McLain, Thirty-seventh Mississippi Infantry, 

BCdqes. Thiett-seyekth EEaT. Mississippi Yol^., 
Near Baldwyn, Miss., S^tember 24, 1862. 
SxE : In obedience to orders I have the honor to submit the following 
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report of the part borne by my command in the action at luka on the 
evening of Friday last : 

Under the immediate command of t:: •:* General Little my regi- 
ment (having been detached from th‘; Brigade in connection 

with the Thirty-eighth Hegiment Mississippi Volunteers) moved forward 
in line of battie nc:-; the enemy about one hour before the general 
engagement cl os( evening. I was ordered by General Little 
to move forward on the extreme right, with instructions not to fire, a^s 
there was a brigade of our own troops between us and the enemy. After 
moving iJirongli a dense thicket about 250 yards in direction 

of the (‘iicmy's wcj came to an opening, inclosed next to my com- 
mand by a high fence, which we had to mount. Just as my men were 
passing '.ver ihe fence we received a heavy cross-fire upon our right 
and in front. Under this sudden and unexpected heavy fire by a force 
evidently more than three to one, with all acb as to position, 

and finding my command coufronting this greatly superior force alone 
and h-'.virig a? yet received no positive command for action — attributa- 
ble, 1 sj to the sudden fall of the lamented Little, who was to 

direct our movements — I ordered my men to fall back in rear of the 
fence we had just crossed for protection until 1 could hear further from 
our commander. My men fell back in some confusion, but were promptly 
rallied by Lieutenant-Colonel Holland and myself, with the co-operation 
of the company commanders, and brought again into line of battle about 
75 yards in rear of the position occupied by the rogirront wbeii they 
were ordered to fall back. This position was occupied until the firing 
along the line had ceased. I supposed, in the absence of further orders, 
this to be the most effective position for my command to meet the enemy 
if an attempt should be made to flank our troops on the right, which I 
supposed to be the design of the enemy. 

The following are the casualties occurring in the command : 

KiUed 10 

Wotuided 30 

Captoxed and missing 38 

Total 78 

Very respectfully, 

BOBT, MoLAIK, 

Colonel^ Commanding Thirty-seventh Mississi/pjgi Regiment, 

Lieut. J. W. McDonald, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanPGmeraL 


No. 50. 

Be^rt of Col, JF. TF. Adams^ Thirty-eighth Mississippi Infayitry, 

In Camp, near Baldwyn, Miss., 

September 23, 1802. 

I have the honor of submitting the following report of the part taken 
by the Tlrirt'.-oigljJli Mississippi Eegiment, under my command, in the 
engage /. \ r;,-.!'* I Ilka, on the evening of the 19th instant : 

When I lie was formed in line of battle my command and the 
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Thirty-seventh Missisippi were on the right of the road across which 
the line was formed, and we were separated from the commander of 
the brigade. Soon after the line of battle was formed General Little 
said to me that he wished the two regiments on the right to advance, 
and cautioned me not to tire, from the fact that General Hebert^s com- 
mand was just in front of us. My command moved steadily forward 
till we reached the top of the hill, when an order was given by some 
one in the road to halt. General Little had told me to keep the left of 
my command near the road, and having seen him on the left in the 
road I supx)Osed the order came from him. The regiment halted and 
remained under a heavy fire for some time on the hill, when a command 
was given by some one on the left to fall back. I asked who the com- 
mand came from, but was unable to ascertain. This regiment fell back 
some 50 or 60 yards with but little confusion, and were rapidly formed 
in line again by myself, with the assistance of the field and company 
officers. We moved forward again under order to join with General 
WhitfieUrs command, but about this time the firing ceased in our 
front, and it becoming dark, I halted and remained in that position 
until some time in the night. • I had been unable to find General Whit- 
field’s command. 

My command never fired a shot, because I had been so ordered, but 
it was under a very heavy fire, and acted with but few exceptions with 
coolness and courage. 

I regret being separated from my brigade commander, because it left 
me without orders and in a very embarrassing situation. 

After the fighting had ceased all along the line, and having had my 
knee badly hurt, I turned over the command to my lieutenant-colonel 
and reported to the brigade commander, who advised me to go to camp, 
which I did, and from the injury have since been unfit for duty. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, &;c., 

F. W. ADAMS, 

Colonel, Commanding Thirty-eighth Mississijp^L 

Col. J. D. Maetin, 

Commanding Fourth Brigade, 


No. 51. 

Rejport of Lieut. Col. P. Brent, Thirty-eighth Mis^isdjgjyi Infantry. 

Camp Little, Sejptemher 23, 1862. 

SiE ; I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by the Thirty-eighth Mississippi Eegiment in the battle of luka : 

We were formed in line of battle near the enemy’s position, and in a few 
moments were ordered by General Little to take a battery in front of 
us. The regiment advanced gallantly to the charge until it reached the 
top of a hill in full view of the enemy’s battery, when it was halted and 
ordered to lie down. The regiment remained in this position, exposed 
to the fire of the enemy’s battery, until it was ordered to fall back. At 
this command a portion of the regiment fell back in confusion, the re- 
mainder in good order. The officers succeeded in rallying the regiment 
and forming a new line on the ground from which it had originally 
advanced and a forward movement was again made, but in conseq^uence 
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of the fall of General Little and apiuM-ichiiiu darkness nothing more 
could be I send In-n-uii - a of the killed, wounded, 

and missing of the ivgiitieni, 

P. BEEKT, 

Lieut. Col.y Gomdg. Thirty-eighth Eegt Miss. Vols. 

Captain McDonald, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[luoloaurb } 

Camp Little, 

Bald icy ju Miss.^ Se^temhei^ 23, 1862. 

Captain McDonald : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the casual- 
ties of the Thirty-eighth Eegiment Mississippi Volunteers in the late 
action at laka : 

Company A, none ; Company B, 4 men missing; Company C, 2 men 
missing; Company D, 4 men missing; Company B, 2 killed, one severely 
wounded — knee ; Company F, 2 killed, one shghtly wounded — ^head ; 
Company G, 5 missing; Company H, 4 missing ; Company 1, 1 severely, 
1 'mortally wounded, 6 missing; Company K, 6 missing. 

P. BEBNT, 

Lieut. Vol.j Gomdg. Thirty-eighth Eegt. Miss. Vols. 


No. 52. 

Eeportof Brig. Gen. Dabney S. Maury ^ 0. 8. Army^ commanding Division. 

Hdqrs. Maury’s Division, Army op the West, 
Gamp Little, September 24, 1862. 

Major : I have the honor to report that this division marched for 
Inka on the morning of the 11th instant and arrived there on the 14th 
instant. 

On the 16th instant I coimnoiidod moving the division nearer to Burns- 
ville. The enemy threw forward a force which opened fire on my troops 
within half a mile of luka. They were driven back by the Sharpshoot- 
ers, commanded by C nlom-l Eogers and J\lajor Eapley, and by two squad- 
rons of Col. Wirt Adams’ cavalry. Our loss was 5 slightly wounded. 

The division advanced steadily, took position, and lay" on arms dur- 
ing the night. In the morning the enemy had retired to Burnsville. 

On the 17th Colonels Wirt Adams and Siemens planned and exe- 
cntod n daring arid completely successful ambuscade within IJ miles of 

J>m■u^-vino, Th(‘y captured and destroyed a train of cars, taking 

prisoners and killing and wounding more than 20 of the enemy’s cav- 
alry. 

On the 19th it was resolved to return with this army to the railroad, 
and preparations were made nocn-diiiglv. 

In the evening the enemy, lx Ii’cmmI be under General Eosecrans, 
advanced in force along the Jacinto road and attacked Little’s division 
with energy. I was ordered to withdraw my division to the town in 
order to support Little, which I did. The enemy, believed to be under 
General Grant, having advanced along the Burnsville aud Eastport 
roads, occupied the ground which had been the position of my division. 
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At 2 o’clock in tlie morning orders were given to move off the bag- 
ga ge and to withdraw the army from its position. Phifer’s brigade was 
sent in advance with the train and I was ordered to cover the move- 
ments of the army with Cabell’s and Barry’s brigades. By daylight I 
had taken position with these brigades on the heights east of the town. 
The train and the army marched past me, and by order of the general 
commanding I withdrew from my position at 8 a. m. and marched in 
rear of the army. The enemy followed us feebly, with cavalry chiefly, 
which was held in check all the time by the cavalry, under General 
Armstrong, covering my rear. 

About 2 p. m., while halted at a point about 8 miles from luka, the 
pursuing enemy was drawn into an ambuscade, admirably planned and 
executed by General Armstrong, Colonel Rogers, and Captain Bledsoe. 
They received the fire of the Second Texas Sharpshooters ; of Bledsoe’s 
battery, with canister, at short range 5 were charged by McCulloch’s 
cavalry, and were utterly routed. Our loss was 1 killed and 3 wounded. 
Theirs was of necessity much greater. During the remainder of the 
march to this place they ventured within range no more. 

I arrived here at dark on the 22d instant. The troops have without; 
exception conducted themselves on every occasion as disciplined sol- 
diers. 

1 desire to acknowledge the great efficiency and skill with which the 
cavalry forces were handled. My rear and flanks were always securely 
covered and constant information was given of every movement of the 
enemy from the moment of our arrival at luka until that of onr return 
to this point. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DABNB.Y H. MAURY, 
Brigadier ’General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Thomas L. Snead, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


53. 

Report of J. W. Gillespie^ Ordnance Officer. 

Headquaetees Maxjey’s Division, 

luTca^ Miss.^ Septemher 19, 1862. 

Majoe : I have the honor to submit the following report of ordnance 
and ordnance stores captured from the enemy at this place : 


Stands of small-arms 295 

Eonnds small-arm ammunition 18, 500 

Bounds artillery ammunition • 10 

Pairs privates’ epaulettes [scales I] 600 

Knapsacks - 100 


Most of the guns captured are in good condition and ready for serv- 
ice. I have also taken ffom the captured property 19 tarpaulins for the 
ordnance wagons. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GILLESPIE, 
Ordnance Officer^ Maury^s Division. 

Maj. Thomas L. Snead, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1862.— Skirmish at Peyton’s Mill, Miss * 

No. 1.*— Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry. 

No. — Col. W. C. Falkner, First Mississippi Partisan Rangers. 


Ko. 1. 

Beport of Col, Edward Hatch^ Second lotoa Cavalry, 

Headquaetebs Second Iowa Cavalry, 

Camp,f near JBarnetfs^ September 19, 1802. 
Sir : I have the honor to report (complying* with Colonel Mizner’s 
order to proceed to Peyton’s Mill, from there on the Eussellville road 
to main Fulton road, and thence via Thompson’s house to Barnett’s) 
that I moved with my regiment at 0 o’clock this morning from Jacinto 
to Peyton’s Mill. Two miles this side of Peyton’s Mill began skirmish- 
ing with the pickets. Drove them into the mill and engaged a regi- 
ment of dismounted cavalry. After a sharp firing of twenty minutes 
routed the enemy. The enemy, falling back into a swamp, escaped 
with nearly all their wounded, leaving S dead and 2 mortally wounded. 
Captured G prisoners. Then moved forward to main Fulton road, and 
from there to Thompson’s Corners. ITear there found tents and com- 
missary stores, which we burned, with 2 \vagons of the enemy. Then 
moved west to Barnett’s to camp. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry, 
W, A. Martin, lAeut. and A. A. A. G,^ Cavalry Division, 


Ko. 2. 

Beport of Col, W, G. Falkner^ First Mississippi Fartisan Bangers, 

Hdqrs. First Mississippi Partisan Ran&ers, 

Bay Springs^ JUTm., September 20, 1862. 

Sir ; I was attacked at Peyton’s Mill on yesterday at noon by the 
enemy, supposed to be about 1,000 strong. They were deployed in the 
woods as skirmishers and poured a destructive fire upon us and a little 
confusion ensued, but we formed a line and returned the fire. A brisk 
fire was kept up on both sides for a half hour, when I ordered a charge, 
and the enemy fled and reformed on the other side of the creek. The 
enemy had a decided natural advantage of us. 

Our loss was 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, and 3 men killed, and 10 men 
wounded. I saved all my baggage. 

We killed and wounded a goodly number of the enemy ] and I am 
happy to say that with few exceptions my men behaved very well. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

W.- 0. FALKNER, 
Colonel First Mississippi Bangers, 

General Price. 

*^See report of Col. John K. Mizner of the battle of luka. 
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SEPTEMBER 19, P862. — Attack on the Q,ueen of the West, near Bolivar, 

Miss. 

R^ort of Charles R, Ulletj Medical Cadet, commandmg Division of TJ. 8, 

Ram Fleet 

Steam-Eam Queen of the West, 

Ojf Eelena, Arh., Septemler 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor to report to you that while returning’ yester- 
day with the Queen of the West from Eunice Landing*, in company with 
two transports, the latan and Alhambra, under the command of Lieut. 
Col. 0. E. Lippincott, we were fired upon in the bend above Bolivai\ 
The enemy had collected a force of 700 men and three field pieces at 
this point, where the course of the channel renders it necessary for 
boats to run for several miles within a few yards 'of the bank. They 
intended to attack the fleet unexpectedly as it passed through, but a 
fugitive negro had brought us full, information of their plans and posi- 
tion. The three boats, at the suggestion of Colonel Lippincott, were 
brought through the bend lashed together, the Queen occupying the 
inside position. When within about 40 yards of the bank the enemy 
opened a heavy fire upon us of Minie balls, canister, and round shot, 
riddling the Queen in every direction. Her guns, which were worked 
with great skill and bravery by Lieutenant Callahan and his detach- 
ment of artillerists, silenced one of the enemy’s pieces, and threw shell 
which burst in the very midst of the guerrillas. The sharpshooters of 
the Queen and the infantry of the transports kept up a constant fire on 
the riflemen of the enemy, whose loss must necessarily have been heavy. 

The fight lasted for twenty minutes, during which 1 man on the 
Queen was killed and another dangerously wounded. Both of the men 
were gunners belonging to Lieutenant Callahan^s detachment. The 
latan lost 2 men killed. A few of the sharpshooters received slight in- 
juries. The men all behaved very well. The enemy had intended to 
attack the fleet at two other points, but failed to do so, their losses 
having probably been much more severe than they had anticipated. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHARLES EIYEES ELLET, 
Medical Cadet, Commanding Division of Ram Fleet 
Lieut. Col. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Commanding 8team-Ram Fleet 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1862. — Skirmish on the Fulton Road, south of luka, Miss. 

Report of Cot Edward Eatch, Second loica Cavalry. 

Headquarters Second Iowa Cavalry, 

Cam]), near Jacinto, Miss., September 22, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report, complying with order of Colonel 
Mizner to pursue the enemy retreating southward on the morning of 
the 20th and if possible to* fall upon his trains, that I moved forward 
with my regiment from luka at 9 o^clock in the morning. The enemy’s 
trains and flankers were so heavily guarded that I could find no 
practicable point to attack them. Fell on the enemy’s guard about 7 
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miles south of luha, on the main Fulton road; attached and drove 
their rear 4 miles, when, the enemy^s skirmishe'- V-.ick rapidly, 

my men were drawn ui>on a masked battery, x-isli of two 

regiments of infantry and a strong reserve of cavalry. My men, being 
dismounted, dropped flat upon the ground, the guns and volleys of the 
enemy’s infantry playing over then*. luvi lim-i ing a man. The enemy’s 
cavalry charged the moment the firing ceased. The charge was re- 
polsed", our men falling back fighting in the timber to my reserve of 
mounted men. Learning the enemy had run two of his guns up, fell 
back, the enemy keeping uj) a fire of grape and canister down the road 
until oat of range. I then formed four companies of my mounted rifies 
(to receive cavalry charge) in rear of fence to open fields, when the 
enemy chai’ged in force over the fields and was repulsed with loss, when 
the enemy again ran up his guns, forcing us back to another position, 

where we a, rrr-'" to receive a cavalry charge. Our infantry 

coming up , ■ , . ■ nemy retreated. We captured 10 prisoners, 

300 to 400 stand of arms, and a wagon. When we were repulsed we 
destroyed them. 

Our loss is very slight ; 6 wounded and 3 horse s killed. Captain Egbert 
had his horse killed under him. 

Very respectfully, 

EDWAED HATCH, 
Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry, 

W. A. Martin, 

Lieut, and Aotg. Asst. Adjt. Cen., Cavalry Division, 


SEPTEIOEE 20-22, 1862. — Expedition from Bolivar to Grand Junction 
and La Grange, Tenn., and skirmish. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. Jacob G. Lauman, U. S. Army, First Brigade, Fourth Division, 
District of West Tennessee. 

No. 2. — Col. Silas Noble, Second Hliuois Cavalry. 

No. 3. — Maj. John J. Mudd, Second Illinois Cavalry. 

Ho. 1. ‘ 

Begort of Brig. Gen, Jacob G. Lauman^ U. S. Army, Mrst Brigade, Fourth 
Division, District of West Tennessee. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Fourth Division, 
Bolivar, Tenn,, Septemb&r 22, 1862. 
GrENBRAii : We left our camp, 5 miles north of Grand Junction, on 
Sunday morning, between 7 and 8 o’clock, ha\dng previously sent for- 
ward the cavalry to Grand Junction and La Grange, and [•roo»'Odr*d 
slowly until we arrived within 2 miles of the Junction, wher.- I li.ilied 
the column to let it close up. While resting here Major Mudd came 
in from La Grange with information that he saw there a large body 
of infantry and cavalry moving on the La Grange road toward our 
rear .with the evident intention of cutting off our train. Having pre- 
viously received information that a large force was at Davis’ Mills, 
1 without a moment’s delay ordered the train to fall back, following 
it closely with my main column. We passed the railroad crossing 
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•where we encamped the previous night and where the road forks to 
Grand Junction and La Grange about twenty minutes before the rebel 
cavalry, closely followed, as I have since learned, by their infantry 
and artillery. They hung upon our rear until about 1 o’clock, when, 
arriving near the creek, about 2 miles north of Van Buren, where, 
finding it necessary to halt my train for rest and water, I placed my 
command in position so as fully to command the approaches and sent 
out a small force of cavalry to see whether the rebels were still on our 
track. They soon returned, with the rebel cavalry at their heels. Let- 
ting them approach to within easy range, Mann’s battery (Lieutenant 
Brotzmann commanding) opened on them and sent them flying back. 
My train by this time having rested and watered we continued our 
progress, and arrived in camp at dusk. 

Our casualties were few, for which I refer you to the accompanying 
reports. 

I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant, 

J. G. LAUMAN, 
Brigadi e?'- General. 

Brigadier-General Hurlbut, 

Commanding Fourth Division^ District of West Tennessee. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Silas Noble, Second Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters Second Illinois Cavalry, 

Bolivar, Tenn., September 22, 1862. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to report that in compliance with Orders, No. 
200, I marched with 350 men of my command as the advance of the 
forces under command of General Lauman, and entered Grand Junc- 
tion about 5 p. m. of the 20th ,• found everything quiet at that place 
and but very few inhabitants left there. Erom all the information I 
could gather the force of the enemy near Davis’ Mills was about 8,000. 
Having accomplished the reconnaissance of the iilace and vicinity I 
returned about 4 miles ,to the camp of General Lauman and bivouacked 
for the night. 

On the morning of the 21st, in accordance with orders from General 
Lauman, I went again to Grand Junction, sending two companies, under 
. command of Major Mudd, to La Grange, to examine that place and the 
country around it. At Grand Junction aU was in the same condition 
in which I found it the evening previous. I was directed to hold this 
place until the arrival of General Lauman with the main force. But, 
upon learning from Major Mudd that the enemy in large force was 
making a movement to pass to the rear of our army through La Grange, 
I at once retired and joined General Lauman, and with him returned to 
this place, the cavalry under my command being employed as flankers 
and reconnoitering parties. 

Major Mudd was active in ascertaining the position and force of the 
enemy. I have the honor to inclose his report. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. NOBLE, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Illinois Cavalry, 

Oapt. Henry Binmorb, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Ko. 3. 

Eej)ort of Maj. John J. Mudd^ Second Illinois Cavalry. 

Boliyak, Tenn.j September 22, 1862. 

Colonel: J liiive the hoiior to report the following as the part per- 
formed ])y the (h‘tachment of Second Illinois Cavalry, under niy com- 
niand, in the recent movement on Grand Junction and La Granger 

When oil Saturday (?vering you moved forward from the main body 
I took eoinmand of the advance, being Company K, Captain Jones, and 
20 men of Company H, under Captain Higgins, and moved rapidly to 
Grand Junction, dispersing a squad of rebel soldiers on our way. Find- 
ing no enemy at that place, I had just pressed a guide and started Cap- 
tain Jones with his company in direction of Davis’ Mills when you ar- 
rived and recalled him. 

On Sunday morning, in accordance with your order, I, with Com- 
panies H, Captain Higgins; K, Captain Jones; M, Orderly Sergeant 
^^'01)5, commanding, and 0, Captain Fullerton, moved toward La 
Gi'jinge, iirriving within half a mile of that place at 8 a. m. On the 
way we liad noticed persons at distant points in several places across 
fields, but were not able to decide whether soldiers or citizens. We 
also arrested some citizens, but could gain no information from them. 
My (extreme advance now reported a large body of cavalry half a mile 
in* front of the head of our column. I ordered the fences pulled down 
and preparations made for battle, while with a few men I went for- 
ward to view their movements. I found it to be a large body of in- 
fantry moving to the north diagonally across the road occupied by me. 
They moved with celerity- and paid no attention to us, except to place 
pickets on the road to watch us. A citizen brought in by pickets 
reported that the whole rebel army had been passing through La 
Grange for an hour and a half, and that their design was to fall on our 
rear and cut oft* our train. This was evident from their movement, 
to which I was now a witness. 1 immediately ^ *1 > ourieis to 

notify General Lauman and yourself of the stf ■ ■■ . called in 

my pickets and advance guard, and moved with haste to the main body 
of the army, being during the march watched but not disturbed by 
the rebel cavalry on our left. Under General Lanman’s direction 1 dis- 
patched a squad of men from Company I to reconnoiter on the left. 
They soon reported the enemy’s cavalry and artillery a little to the 
rear and a half mile to the left. rein*iiig they might be moving on our 
left on parallel roads with us, I, wirlioiir orders (being without com- 
munication with yourself or General Lauman), called out Companies H 
and K, and with them moved north 4 or 5 miles, until satisfied that none 
had passed. Eeturning, I had just got well into the road when I dis- 
covered the enemy in hailing distance on our last night’s camp ground. 
I directed Captain Higgins to move forward, wdiile with a small squad 
of men from Companies I and K 1 kept the enemy at bay until my 
command had reached a sai* ■ | -*" ■ . Finding that no rear guard 
was following I assumed to ;..■■■•■ ' duty, and followed at a good 

distance from the army, keeping the enemy at bay and picking up and 
urging forward stragglers until I came up with General Lauman, with 
his command in order of battle, 1 mile this side of Van Buren. At his 
suggestion I dispatched Captain Yieregg with a squad of men to watch 
tliB movements about the village. He soon returned, followed by a 
large body of rebel cavalry, who followed within range oi*our artillery, 
when a few rounds from Captain Mann’s battery dispersed theni. 
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When the column next moved I occupied the ground for half an hour 
after the whole train had passed out of sight, during which time we 
could see the rebel forces slowly advancing .across the field to the 
southwest of the point of timber on our right flank when in line. Find- 
ing they liad all passed into the timber, and deeming the position no 
longer safe, I withdrew my little force and again took my place in the 
rear of the column. After crossing Spring Creek, in obedience to orders 
from General Lauman I dispatched Captain Higgins, with 40 men, to 
recounoiter to the left, and myself, with a small squad of men, watched 
the road at the edge of the timber. Captain Higgins reported all clear 
for 2 miles west. I sent my company to a suitable point to feed, and re- 
mained in the rear for an hour and a half after the column had passed, 
seeing no signs of the enemy, when I received your orders to follow, 
which I did, bringing up the rear, and arriving in camp at 9 p. m. 
without the loss of a man. 


To the admirable order preserved by the commanders of companies 
we are indebted for the safety of the men for so long a time in the im- 
mediate presence of an advancing enemy. Ifo stragglers were out. 
AYith such officers straggling would go out of fashion, and to them I 
am much indebted for their promptness in carrying out my orders ; 
also to my men for the cheerful alacrity with which every command 
was obeyed. 

I have to report the loss of two horses by Company M ; one killed 
by a fall and the other disabled and left. 

I wish to report the carbine cartridges now furnished us as being of 
very poor quality. They shake to pieces in riding, and at the end of 
each day’s march many of the men find instead of cartridges only a 
mixed mass of powder, ball, and paper. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Tour obedient servant, 

JOHN J. MUDD, 

Major ^ Second Illinois Cavalry, 

Col. Silas Noble, 

Commanding Second Illinois Cavalry. 


1 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1862. — Skirmish at Davis’ Bridge, Hatchie River, Term. 

K,HlI>ORa?S. 

No. i.— Maj. Gen. Edward O. C. Ord, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Lieut. Col. John McDermott, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Rdward 0. C. Ord^ U. 8. Army. 

Jackson, S^tember 27, 1862. 

Sir : I have turned over the command at Corinth to General Eose- 
crans, with my old division still there, until you can designate where 
they shall go. A scout of McArthur’s cavalry, 270 strong, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McDermott, was surprised by about 200 guerrillas on the 
Hatchie, 8 miles west of Ohewalla, at Davis’ Bridge. Just at dark on 
the 25th tlie horses were unsaddled and men scattered, cutting corn. 
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!No guards out. About 100 escaped that night, including Captain Ford’s 
company, which had just arrived and was not unsaddled. After Mc- 
Dermott, Ford, and the -major of the Eleventh Illinois had retreated in 
great baste and confusion a captain rallied some 50 men on a ford and 
sent for help, which was sent them yesterday. 

I shall quarter here ; inspect Bolivar and the railroad to-morrow. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- General, 

Major-General Grant, Columbus, 


2 . 

Report of Lieut, Col, John McDermott^ Fifteenth Michigan Infantry, 

Headquarters Fifteenth MiOHiaAN Infantry, 
Gheicalla^ Tenn.^ Septonber 25, 1862—10 p. m. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the cavalry expedition under 
my command halted at Davis’ Bridge, across the Hatchie Eiver, at sun- 
down, dismounted, and prepared to encamp for the night. On dis- 
mounting we found we were inclosed on three sides by the enemy’s in- 
fantry and cavalry in overwhelming numbers. A hot fire ensued, and 
continued until we, after a hard contest, cut our way out and rallied 
the men ; but being pursued, 1 thought proper to fall back on Ohe- 
walla. My command consisted of 200 men of the Eleventh Illinois Cav- 
alry and 90 men of Captain Ford’s cavalry company. 

From the confusion arising in the dark I am unable to form an idea 
of our loss, but it must be large. 

I r(*'^peclfnlly ask for re-enforcements and wait further orders. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. MCDERMOTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 

General McArthur, 

Commanding Sixth Division^ Corinth^ Miss. 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1862. — ^Burning of Randolph, Tenn. 

Report of Maj, Gen. William T, Sherman^ TT. S. Army, 

Headquarters Fifth Division, 

Meynphis^ September 20, 1862. 

Sir : liTothing of interest here. I hear that Breckinridge with his 
Kentuckians, some 3,000, have started for Kentucky via Jackson, Chat- 
tanooga, and Bragg’s route. Also that about 10,000 of the enemy have 
started for Eienzi to re-enforce Price after the fight at luka had been 
heard from. All these things doubtless reach you direct. 

The regular packet Eugene, from Saint Louis, with na-^nigc-r^i and 
stores (not public), landed bn Tuesday at the town of and 

came near falling into the of a b.eiirl of gnorrillaN and was 

fired into by some 25 to 40 oi ilu* b:md. I immcdiaiVl^ m-ui a regiment 
up with orders to destroy the place, leaving one house and such others 
only as might be excepted in case of extraordinary forbearance on part 
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of owner. The regiment has returned and Handolph is gone. It is no 
use tolerating such acts as firing on steamboats. Punishment must be 
speedy, sure, and exemplary, and I feel assured this will meet your 
views. I would not do wanton mischief or destruction, but so exposed 
are our frail boats, that we must protect them by all the terrors by which 
we can surround such acts of vandalism as decoying them to the shore 
and firing on them regardless of the parties on board. 

That boat was laden with stores for the very benefit of families some 
of whose members are in arms against us, and it vras an outrage of the 
greatest magnitude that people there or in connivance with them should 
fire on an unarmed boat. 

The town was of no importance, but the example should be followed 
up on all similar occasions. I will send full reports as soon as Colonel 
[Charles C.] Walcutt reports. All well here. 

I am, with great respect, yours, 

W. T. SHEEMAIir, 

Majo)'- General^ Comm and ing, 

Maj. John A. Eawlins, Corinth^ Miss, 


SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 5, 1862. — ^Expedition from Columbus, Ky., to 
Covington, Burhamville, and Fort Randolph, Tenn. 

Report of Col. Frederiolc A, Starring^ Seventy-seeond Illinois Infantry^ 
commanding expedition. 

Hhqhs. Seybnty-second Illinois Infanxey EEax., 

GohmbuSj Ky,, October 6, 1862. 

Geneeal: In accordance with orders from Brig. Gen. T. P. Quinby, 
September 26, 1862, a copy of which is furnished herewith, marked A,* 
four companies'’Seventy-second Illinois Eegiment, numbering 240 men, 
were embarked on board steamer Tecumseh for an expedition under my 
command, as per instructions and orders from General Quinby, to pro- 
ceed down the Mississippi Eiver to Island Ko. 10 and New Madrid, to 
take on board a section of artillery and two companies of cavalry, then 
to proceed to a point at or near Gayoso Landing, Mo., march out across 
the “Sunk Lands” swamp to West Prairie, Clarkson, Hawkins’ Island, 
and other places, to break up, capture, or disperse several parties of 
guerrillas and marauders said to be in the neighborhood in large force, 
with orders if we got short of rations to live off the country — ^i)rominent 
secessionists — giving if necessary proper receipts for what was taken. 

After command was embarked and as steamer was about to leave a 
letter, copy of which is furnished herewith, marked B,* with the fol- 
lowing order indorsed thereon, was received : 

Order.] Hdqrs. Fourth Division, District of West Teniucssbe, 

Columbus j Ky,, S^teniber 27, 1862. 

Colonel Starring, with the force under his command, will proceed first to Fort Ean- 
dolph, stopping at Fort Pillow for information, after which he will proceed on expe- 
dition first ordered. 

By order Brigadier-General Quinby, commanding district : 

M. ROCHESTER, 
Assistant AdjutanUQeneral, 


10 B E— VOL XVtl 


Not found. 


I 




146 


WhST TENN. AND NORTIIEKN MISS. 


[Chap. XXIX, 


111 accordanco with abo\ e order last received the steamer proceeded 
down the river, taking on hoard at Island No. 10 a platoon of Company 
L, Second Illinois Cavalry, 20 men (ail that could be spared), and at 
New Madrid a section of De Golyer's battery, 25 men, Captain De Gol- 
yer eon'-r-^rnding*. and Company D, Second Iliinois Cavalry, 61 men, 
Capt. Frank ivioore commanding’. 

Arrived at Fort Pillow on the morning of September 29; found the 
place garrisoned by Fifty-second Indiana liegiment (with one piece of 
artillery), jMajor Strickland commanding; learned from Mm that the 
town of Fort itandolph, 13 miles below, had been burned a day or two 
previous ; that no rebel force was there, but that a few miles in rear of 
Fort Fandolph and Fort Pillow, near a big spring across the Hatchie, 
a large rebel force was concentrated, supposed to be commanded by 
Faulkner, ilaywood, Binford, and others. 

The command was disembarked, and being re-enforced by Major 
Strickland with seven companies from his regiment, numbering some 
300 men, we ])i‘ocee(led on the march from Fort Pillow to attempt to sur- 
prise, ca])ture, or disperse any marauding parties that might be found. 

We reached the Hatchie about 6 miles from Fort Pillow early in the 
evening; effected a crossing at Bond’s Ford; bivouacked for the night 
at 9 ]>. ni, at ])lantation of a notorious and' avowed secessionist named 
Overall, who mistocOc our advance guard for the enemy; proposed to 
send them aid if necessary. Learning the guerrillas had left their 
camp at the big spring, and that FaulkucFs men were at CoMhigton, 7 
miles distant, we started on their track, made a cavalry dash through 
the town, captuilng several ])risbners; found no guerrillas in force. 
Faulkner’s men had been burning cotton in the town and vicinity, evi- 
dences of which, by burnt cotton, ashes, &c., were visible around the 
public square and along the roads. Marched through Covington to 
vicinity of Tyson Spring, 4 miles beyond; found Faulkner had divided 
his foi‘c(‘s, a part going with him off in direction of Jackson. Haywood 
and Binford, the parties that fired on steamer Forest Queen, had crossed 
the Hatchie in vicinity of Durhamville. 

Captain Dc Golyer and Captain Moore, each with a squad of cavalry, 
were directed to scout the country, arrest several prominent secession- 
ists we learned were in the vicinity, and rejoin the command before 
night. Command again proceeded on march back ni!i,ii;ih Covington 
out on Durhamville road; recrossed the Hatchie 6 ciii, i:o:i! Coving- 
ton at Gaines’ Ferry; bivouacked for the night 2 miles from river 

near plantation of , the occupants having ffed at our approach, 

leaving everything. 

The cavalry rejoined us at the ferry ; had scouted the couutry thor- 
oughly ; arrested a man named Eose, who escaped fi’om Covington when 
force first went in ; said Eose was engaged recruiting for Jackson’s 
rebel cavalry, of which he claims to be a member and is supposed to be 
an officer. 

Our rations giving out, and having become satisfied that none of the 
enemy were in force in vicinity ofCvAingioii or Durhamville, we resumed 
march early on the morning of Oc^oluu* L for Fort Pillow, where we 
arrived late in the evening. 

On the route from Fort Ihllow to Covington, Durhamville, aud return 
10 horses, 13 mules, 2 wagons, 2 oxen, &c., were confiscated and turned 
over to Lieutenant Smith, quartermaster Fifty-second Indiana Infantry, 
* - I-..' ■ ■■ ■ ..•' » I '•» ‘'post,theirownersVTTg(-ili!ei*avowedsecession- 

. I s I .! i I n ; >■ ! army. The prisoners (all except four) whom it 
was deemed necessary to take to Columbus for trial, were turned over for 
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examination to Major Strickland, commanding post. Horses, mules, and 
other property not named herein, confiscated by command of Major 
Strickland, \Yere also properly turned over by him to post quarter- 
master. 

On the morning of October 2 the cavalry and artillery were embarked 
on transport and proceeded to Fort Eandolph.where an expedition was 
met from Memphis, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Loudon, with 
artillery and detachment of Seventieth Ohio Infantry, on transport 
steamer Ohio Belle, with United States gunboat Pittsburg as convoy. 
They were under orders from Major-General Sherman to proceed up 
the river to Fort Pillow, take away all serviceable heavy guns from 
Fort Eandolph and vicinity, look out for guerrillas, &c. 

Eeturned to Fort Pillow, where the detachment of the Seventy-second 
Illinois Infantry re-embarked. Transport proceeded up the river. On 
return, October 3, landed cavalry and mounted men (artillery) under com- 
mand of Captains De Golyer and Moore, some 15 miles below Gayoso, 
with orders to scout the country and join the steamer at that place. They 
returned late in the evening, having captured the notorious Captain 
Cloud, 2 other prisoners, also 4 horses, one of which broke away and 
was lost in the woods. Dispatch steamer Meteor landed alongside of 
us here at Gayoso late in the evening, with General Steele on board, 
and proceeded down the river for Memphis. 

Learning from the cavalry that a company of guerrillas were in the 
vicinity of Island No. 21 watching for a boat, we started after them, but 
the steamer becoming disabled, were obliged to abandon the trip. 

Having been absent from Columbus much longer than was anticipated 
or intended, many officers and men being sick and foot-sore, the force 
not considered adequate or now prepared for the expedition first ordered, 
and having learned also from General Steele the absence of troops from 
Columbus, it was deemed best to return to that place with as little delay 
as possible. 

Proceeded again on the return up the river; landed the platoon Co. 
L, Second Illinois Cavalry, at TiptonvEle (to proceed across to Island 
No. 10) 5 the section of artillery and cavalry Co. D at New Madrid on 
evening of October 4; arrived at Columbus, Ky., about 3 p. m. Sunday, 
October 5, having been absent eight days; reported at headquarters, 
and returned the infantry to their regimental camp near Fort Halleck. 

To Lieutenant-Oolonel Wright, Major Strickland, Captain De Golyer, 
and the officers and men under their command, with platoon of cavalry 
company L, I have to return my thanks for strict attention to duty and 
valuable service rendered. Capt. Frank Moore’s company (D), Second 
lUinois Cavalry, also rendered good service in scouting and as advance 
and rear guards ; but some of the men, I am sorry to say, behaved more 
like brigands than soldiers. They robbed an old negro man, who kept 
Gaines’ Ferry, where we crossed on return from Covington, of some 
$19; that, too, after he had assisted in ferrying them over, charging them 
nothing- He couldnot identify the men. I was informed that some eight 
of them robbed an old widow woman, about 10 miles from Fort Pillow, 
of $13 in silver — all she had. Some of them stole a coat and bridle from 
an old man near Gayoso Landing, after he had furnished them dinner, 
charging them nothing, and claimed to be loyal. 

I had also great trouble in getting horses they had taken properly 
turned over to the quartermaster at Fort PiUow. They, it appears, 
own their horses and receive 40 cents per day for their use and risk. 
Some of them changed saddles, turned in their own horses, biking fine 
animals that had been conhscated, and endeavored to claim them as 
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their own. Five taken in that manner were identified by Major Strick- 
land and turned over to quartermaster at Fort Pillow ^ be supposed two 
more wet'c in the company not identified. One of the lot had been 
taken from a Union man ; another horse was taken in Missouri. They 
also got some rubber blankets — changed woolen blankets j took some 
blankets, a few coats, and other articles from the infantry on the steamer. 
I will state that Captain Moore claimed not to know of these actions of 
his men; though! it could not be possible; but anoMcer ought to know 
what his iron imvr and wliat they do. 

I have also to mention an unfortunate occurrence where the man 
Eose was arrested, as reported to me by Captain De Golyer. A Cap- 
tain Hill, of Jackson’s rebel cavalry, was at the place on sick leave; 
he at first attempted to escape ; finding it impossible, he surrendered 
himself to Captain De Golyer, and while talking with him one of Captain 
Moore’s men. Private Gottleib Lippold, came up in an excited manner, 
said to Captain Hill, Point your pistol at me, d — n you,” and fired at 
him, the ball entering the thigh, making a serious flesh wound. Cap- 
tain Moore, when he came up, said his man had done right ; He ought 
to have shot him through the head.” I reprimanded Captain Moore. He 
seemed to think his man was right. 

I mention the fact that the matter, if necessary, can be thoroughly 
investigated. Of the acts here stated of Captain Moore’s company none 
came under my personal observation except the turning over of the 
horses at Fort Pillow. The othets were reported by officers whose verac- 
ity I cannot doubt. 

I would remark that I deem it almost impossible to capture or catch 
the guerrillas of Tennessee, Missouri, or Kentucky with infantry. They 
are well mounted, keep themselves thoroughly apprised of all our 
movements by regular system or sort of pony express, sending word, 
signalizing their neighbors, signs on trees, bushes in the roads, &c. 
Unless they have superior force and all the advantage they manage to 
keep cut of the way ox scatter and become peaceful farmers and citi- 
zens until the danger is past. 

Please find herewith, marked C, list of prisoners* turned over to pro- 
vost-marshal at Columbus, with charges against them, as furnished by 
Major Strickland, Captains De Golyer and Moore. 

l?c<l*cctfniiy submitting the foregoing, I have the honor to be, your 
mo'^l ulx-iiioiii servant, 

F. A. STAKEmG, 

Colonel Seoenty-second Illinois Infantry^ 

Gommandmg Detachment U, 8, Troops, 

Brig. Gen. Grenville M. DonaE, 

Oomdg, Fourth Dimsion^ West Tennessee^ Columbus^ Ky. 


OOTOBEE 1, 1862. — Skirmish at RnckersviUe, Miss. 

Report of Maj, Oen, William 8, Rosecrans^ U, 8. Army^ commanding 
Army of the Mississippi, 

Corinth, October 2, 1862. 

Sir : The cavalry took 50 pi i \ au 1 captain, and chaplain piisoners 
at Euckersville yesterday, alu-r killing 1 and wounding several. Oap- 
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tamed an ambulance and mules with sick officer. A rebel picket was 
killed at Duncan’s Mill. A column of infantry is leported beyond 
Young’s Bridge. The prisoners were i)aro1ed. I fear this attack will 
disconcert them and check their advance. 

W. S. EOSEOKANS, 

Major-General. 

General Grant. 


OCTOBER 2, 1862. — Skinaisli near Rainer’s Crossing, Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road. Miss. 

Report of Gapt. Patrick M, McCauley, Be&enteentli Wisconsin Infantry. 

Oaivip Company A, Seventeenth Wisconsin Inpty., 
Ramer^s Crossing^ Miss.^ October 3, 1862. 

General : Yesterday, at 6 p. m., and a moment after the freight 
train passed south, a regiment of rebel cavalry made their appearance 
on the railroad at the switch 1 mile south of here. About 100 of them 
fired at a guard of 3 men from my company that were near the spot, 
commenced tearing up the track, and cut the telegraph wire in several 
places, no doubt expecting to capture the passenger train that would 
be due in a few minutes. I immediately sent a hand car north to stop 
the train, and, with what men I had in camp (35) started for the ma- 
rauders by the way of a bridle-path through the wood on the east 
side of the railroad, rightly supposing that the enemy came from the 
west. We got to within 20 rods of their working party before they dis- 
covered us. They dropped their tools and ran into the wood on the 
west side of the railroad. An open field lay between us and the wood 
they were in. I crossed the field on a run, closely and silently followed 
by my men, flew over a rail fence, entered the thicket, and advanced 
under cover of it to within less than 20 yards of them. They were all 
mounted and standing on a road in the open wood. They were in fours, 
and faced by the flank. A good deal of talk and confusion in their 
ranks 5 but as far as I could see to the right the road was frill of them. 
So rapid were our movements that apparently the first intimation they 
had of our presence in the wood was the order to fire. The Springfield 
rifle musket in the hands of good marksmen could not but be terribly 
effective at so short a distance. Our fire created great confusion anjong 
them, so much so that their officers could not keep them from run- 
ning. Their companies in advance were not engaged in tearmg up the 
road and were in good order. I saw them file across my right flank 
at some distance toward the open field in my rear. Our guns being 
reloaded we sent another well-directed volley into the mass in front, 
and fell back out of the wood and took up a good position behind the 
bank of the railroad. I had no sooner got stationed than they com- 
menced tearing down the fence on the edge of the wood and issued on 
the field. Our fire drove them back to the cover. At this time my 
first lieutenant (Crane) came up with 16 men. (They had been engaged 
in building a block-house miles north of camp. On hearing the fir- 
ing they dropped their axes, seized their guns, and made the miles 
i n less than twenty minutes.) The enemy, seeing them approach, cleared 
out as fast as they could. In the action they fired hun^eds of random 
shots, luckily with no more, effect than to bore holes in the hats and 
clothing of a few of my men. 
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A youug' man who lives 3 miles from here on the road they left by 
states that he was concealed in the bushes as they passed and saw 
several dead and wounded ineii, and heard them remark that they lost 
11 killed and 13 wounded. 

A man named Young, who lives near the switch, reports that they 
were Falkner^s cavalry, commanded by Colonel Falkner, who told him 
he would have to go with him. In the excitement he escaped. 

We found 7 cavalry sabers, 5 guns, 8 or 10 bloody coats, and 30 or 40 
hats and caps. Seven companies were represented by letters on the 
caps found. Young reports that the whole was there. We 

replaced the single rail they tore up and mended the wire before sunrise 
the next morning. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PATRICK H. McCauley, 

Gajptain, 

Major-General Eoseorans, Gomdg. at Gorintli, Miss, 


OCTOBER 3, 1862. — Affair near La Fayette Landing, Tenn. 

Bejport of Gol. William TY. Lowe^ Fifth Iowa Gavalry, 

Port Henry, October 5, 1862. 

Sir : A scouting party from my command, under Major Brackett, 
Fifth Iowa Cavalry, when beyond La Fayette, during the night of the 3d 
instant, were hred upon by rebels and 1 man killed ; the hrc was re- 
turned, and 1 rebel lieutenant named Maddern killed. The rebels ded 
in confusion, but could not be followed owing to dense fog. 

W. W. LOWE, 
Golonelj Gommanding, 

Major-General Grant. 


OCTOBER 3-12, 1862. — Battle of Corinth, Miss., and pursuit of the Confed- 
erate forces. 

Oct. 8-4, — Battle of Corinth, Miss. 

4, lSo2. — Skirmish near Midtllotou, Teun. 

5, 1S63. — Engagement at Hatchie (or Davis’) Bridge, Big Hatcliie, orMotaraora, 

Tenn. 

Skirmishes near Cho walla and Big Hill, Teun. 

Attack on camp of the ‘‘Union Brigade” at Corinth, Miss. 

7, 1862. — Skirmish near Box Ford, Hatchie River, Miss. 

Skirmish near Ruckers villo, Miss. 

Skirmish near Ripley, Miss. 

REF»ORa?S, DffiTC.’' 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the Ten- 
nessee, of operations October 3-12, including correspondence with the 
General-in-Chief and congratulatory orders. 

* Of the battle of Corinth when not otherwise indicated. 
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ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

No. 2. — ^Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding Airmy of the Mis- 
sissippi, including operations October 1-12, vitb congratulatory orders. 

No. 3. — ^Return of Casualties in the Union forces at the battle of Corinth. 

No. 4. — Surg. Archibald B. Campbell, U. S. Army, Medical Director, Army of the 
Mississippi. 

No. 5. — Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, 
including operations September 29-October 12. 

No. 6. — Col. Jolin W. Fuller, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 7. — Maj. Zephaniah S. Spaulding, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, including 
operations October 3-9. 

No. 8. — Lieut. Col. Edward F. Noyes, Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry, including opera- 
tions October 3-8. 

No. ‘9.— Lieut. Col. Wager Swayne, Forty-third Ohio Infantry. 

No. 10. — Col. John W. Sprague, Sixty-third Ohio Infantry, including operations 
October 3-9. 

No. 11. — ^Lieut. Carl A. Lamberg, Third Michigan Battery, including operations 
October 3-9. 

No. 12. — Capt. Thomas D. Maurice, First Missouri Light Artillery, commanding Bat- 
tery F, Second U. 8. Artillery, including operations October 3-9. 

No. 13. — Col. Joseph A. Mower, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, 

No. 14. — Maj. Robert A. Gillmore, Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 15. — Capt. Samuel R. Baker, Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

No. I6.--C0I. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 17. — Maj. Andrew J. Weber, Eleventh Missouri Infantry. 

No. 18.— Maj. John W. Jefferson, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 19. — Capt. Nelson T, Spoor, Second Iowa Battery. 

No. 20.— Brig. Gen. Charles S. Hamilton, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, 
including operations October 3-11, with field dispatches. 

No. 21. — ^Maj. Albert M. Powell, First Missouri Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery, 
including operations October 3-12. 

No. 22. — ^Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 23. — ^Lient. James W. Archer, Fifty-ninth Indiana, commanding Forty-eighth 
Indiana Infantry. 

No. 24. — Col. Jesse I. Alexander, Fifty-ninth Indiana Infantry, including operations 
October 3-12. 

No. 25.— Col. Charles L. Matthies, Fifth Iowa Infantry, including operations Octo- 
ber 3-12. 

No. 26. — Col. John B. Sanborn, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, including operations 
Octohep 3-12. 

No. 27. — ^Lieut. Col. John H. Holman, Twenty-mxth HiBsouri Infantry, including 
operations October 3-12. 

No. 28. — ^Lient. J unius W. MacMnrray, Battery M, ilist Missouri Light Artillery, in- 
cluding operations October 3-12. 

No. 29. — ^Lieut. Henry M. Neil, Eleventh Ohio Battery. 

No. 30.— Brig. Gten. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. S. Army, conmumding Second Brigade. 

No. 31.— Col. Samuel A. Holmes, Tenth Missouri Infantry, oommanding Second 
Brigade, 

No. 32.— Lieut. Col. Green B. Banm, Fifty-sixth HLldoIs Ihfaatiy. 

No. 33.— Maj. Nathaniel McCallsy Tenth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 34. — Maj. Jabez Banbury, Fifth Iowa, commanding Seventeenth Iowa hifantry. 

No. 35.— Maj. Leonidas Homey, Tenth Missouri Infantry. 
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Ko. 3b. — ^2klaj. FiiLbard Ljiumng, Ei^lirietli Ohio Infantry. 

yj-Q. 37. — Capt. Davi«l Eight ietli Ohio Infantry. 

Xo. 3.''.~Capl lloiiri Dillon, Sixth Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 30.— incut Lorenzo D. ImmelJ, First Missouri Light Artillery, commanding 
Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. 

1^0. 40.— Col. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Divis- 
ion, including opcu'ations October 1—12. 

No. 41.— Capt. Joseph C. Smith, Fifr-li Ohio Cavaliy, including operations October 
3-12. 

No. 42.— Capt. George A. Williams, First U. S . Infan tiy, commanding Siege Artillery, 
Army of the Mississipii:. 

No. 43.— Capt. John Morrill (Yates Sharpshooters), Sixty-fourth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 44.— Lieut. James C. Cameron (Yates Sharpshooters), Sixty-fourth Illinois In- 
fantiy . 

AUiMY OF WEST TENNESSEE (UNION). 

No. 45.— Bng. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, 
Army of West Tennessee, including operations October 3-12, with result- 
ing correspondence. 

No. 4().— Maj. George H. Stone, First Missouri Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No. 47.— Lieut. John P. Brunner, Battery I, First Missouri Light Artillery. 

No. 48.— Col. Thomas W. Sweeny, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade, including operations October 3-0. 

No. 49.— Lieut. Col. John S. Wilcox, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry. 

No. 50.— -Maj. James B. Weaver, Second Iowa Infantry. 

No. 61.— Col. Elliott W. Kice, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

No. 52. — Col. August Mersy, Ninth Illinois Infantry, Second Brigade. 

No. 53.— Col. Augustus L. Chetlain, Twelfth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 54. — Maj. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 

No. 55.— Capt. George li. French, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 

No. 56. — Col. Thomas Morton, Eighty-first Ohio Infantry. 

No. 57. — Col. Silas D. Baldwin, Fifty-seventh Illinois Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 58. — Col. John V. Du Bois, First Missouri Light Artillery, commauding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 59. — Col. Andrew J. Babcock, Seventh Dlinois lufantry. 

No. 60. — Col. William Swarthout, Fiftieth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 61. — Lieut. Col. Frederick J. Hurlbut, Fifty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

No. 62. — Lieut. Col. John P. Coulter, Twelfth Iowa Infantry, commanding Union 
Brigade,’^ including operations October 2, 1862- January 7, 1863. 

No. 63. — ^Maj. Gen. Edward O. C. Ord, U. S. Army, commanding detachment Army of 
West Tennessee, of engagement at Hatohie Bridge. 

No. 64. — Capt. Alexander ]^. Sharpe, U. S. Army, aide-de-camp, of engagement at 
Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 65. — Return of Casualties in Union forces in engagement at Hatohie Bridge. 

No. 66. — ^Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Division, 
of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 67.— Maj. Charles C. Campbell, First Illinois Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery, 

, of engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 68. — ^Brig. Gen. Jacob G. Lauman, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
skirmish near Middleton and engagement at Hatohie Bridge. 

No. 69. — Col. Amory K. Johnson, Twenty-eighth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at 
Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 70.— Col. John Logan, Thirty-second IQinois Infantry, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 
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Xo. 71.— Col. Isaac C. Pugh^ Forty-first lUinois Infantry, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 72.— Capt. John W. McClanahan, Fifty-third lUinois Infantry, of engagement 
at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 73.— Capt. Matthew M. Trumbull, Third Iowa Infantry, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 74. — Lieut. Edward Brotzmann, Battery C, First Missouri Light Artillery, of 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 75. — Capt. Edward Spear, jr., Fifteenth Ohio Battery, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 76. — Maj. Charles S. Hayes, Fifth Ohio Cavalry, of skirmish near Middleton and 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 77. — Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, of 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 78. — Col. Cyrus Hall, Fourteenth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 79.— Lieut. Col. George C. Eogers, Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, of engagement 
at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 80.— Lieut. Col. John J. Jones, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at 
Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 81.— Col. William H. Morgan, Twenty-filth Indiana Infantry, of engagement at 
Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 82. — ^Lieut. Col. William Jones, I'ifty-third Indiana Infantry, of engagement at 
Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 83. — Capt. William H. Bolton, Battery L, Second Illinois Light Artillery, of 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 84.— Capt. Silas A. Burnap, Seventh Ohio Battery, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 85.— Col. Rohei-t K. Scott, Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, commanding Provisional 
Brigade, of engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 86.— Lieut. Col. William H. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infantry, of engagement 
at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 87, — Maj. John S. Snook, Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, of engagement at Hatchie 
Bridge. 

No. 88.— Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean, U. S. Army, commanding Sixth Division. 

No. 89. — Capt. Andrew Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, Chief of Artillery, includ- 
ing operations October 3-11. 

No. 90. — Brig, Gen. John McArthur, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade and 
Sixth Division, including operations October 3-11. 

No. 91. — Col. David Moore, Twenty-first Missouri Infantry. 

No. 92.— Maj. Edwin Moore, Twenty -first Missouri Infantry. 

No. 93.— Maj. Thomas Reynolds, Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 94.— Col. John L. Doran, Seventeenth Wisconsin Infantry, including operations 
• October 3-ll^^ 

No. 95.— Col. John M. Oliver, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, including operations October 3-11. 

No. 96.— Lieut. Col. John McDermott, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry, including ojiera- 
tions October 3-12. 

No. 97.— Col. Marcellus M. Crocker, Thirteenth Iowa Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade, including operations October 3-12. 

No. 98.— Lieut. Col, John Shaue, Thirteenth Iowa Infantry, including operations 
October 3-11. 

No. 99.— Lieut. Col. William W. Belknap, Fifteenth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 100. — Maj. William Pnrceli, Sixteenth Iowa Infantry. . 

No. 101.— Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, commanding Provisional Divis- 
ion, of operations October 3-12. 
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No. 102. — Col. John D. Stevenson, Seventh Missouri Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations October 3-12. 

No. 103. — Col. Michael K. Lawler, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, of operations October 3-12. 

ARMT OF WEST TENNESSEE (CONFEDERATE). 

No, 104.— Organization of the Confederate Army of West Tennessee at the battle of 
Corinth. 

No. 105.— Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dom, C. S. Army, commanding Army of West Tennes- 
see, including engagement at Hatchie Bridge and operations August 30- 
October 12. 

No. 106. — ^Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces October 3-5. 

No. 107. — CoL William H. Jackson, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, Chief of Cavalry, of 
operations October 3-7. 

No. 108.— Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. S. Army, commanding Army of the West, in- 
cluding engagement at Hatchie Bridge and operations September 27- 
October 5. 

No. 109.— Brig. Gen. Martin E. Green, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade and 
Itet Division, including the engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 110. — ^Lieut. Col. E. R. Hawkins, First Texas Legion, Second Brigade, inclnding 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 111. — Brig. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. S. Army, commanding Division, including 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 112.— Capt. Edward H. Cummins, C. S. Army, Acting Inspector- General, includ- 
ing engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 113.— Brig. Gen. John C. Moore, C. S.* Army, commanding Brigade, including 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 114. — ^Brig. Gen. William L. Cabell, C. §. Army, commanding Brigade, including 
engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 115. — ^Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, C. S. Army, commanding First Division, Dis- 
trict of the Mississippi, including engagemeat at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 116. — Brig. Gen. Albert Rust, C. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 117. — ^Biig. Gen. John B, Villepigue, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 118. — Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, includ- 
ing engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

No. 119. — ^Record of Court of Inquiry. 


m. 1. 

E^orts of Maj, Gen, U, S, Grants U, 8, Army,, commandhig Department 
of the Tennessee,, of operations Oetoher 3-12, inclndimj eorresxyondoice 
with the General’hi’ Chief and congratulatory orders. 

Grant’s Headquarters, Jachson, Tenn,, October 4, 1802. 
The rebels are now massing on Corinth in the northwest angle ol* the 
railroad. There was some fighting yesterday. Eosecrans intbrins me 
that his troops occupy from College Hill to Pittsburg road on the 
enemy’s old works. General McPherson has gone with a fine brigade, 
raised from troops here and Trenton, to his relief; probably reache(l 
Corinth by 7 this morning. Hurlbut is moving on the enemy’s fiank 
from Bolivar. I have given every aid possible. 

TI. S. GEAOT, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Halleck, General-in- Chief 
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Geaxt’s Headquahtees, 
Jaclcson, Tenn,^ October 5, 1862. 

Yesterday the rebels, tinder Van Dom, Price, and Lovell, were re- 
pulsed from their attack on Corinth with great slaughter. The enemy 
are in full retreat, leaving their dead and wounded on the field. Eose- 
crans telegraphs that the loss is serious on our side, particularly in 
officers, but bears no comparison with that of the enemy. General 
Hackleman fell while gallantly leading his brigade. General Oglesby 
is dangerously wounded. McPherson reached Corinth with his com- 
mand yesterday. Eosecrans pursued the retreating enemy this morn- 
ing, and should he attempt to reach Bolivar will follow him to that 
place. Hurlbut is at the Hatchie with 5,000 or 6,000 men, and is no 
doubt with the pursuing column. From 700 to 1,000 prisoners, besides 
wounded, are left in our hands. 

U. S. GEAISTT, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Haxleok. 

Headquaetees, 
Jackson^ Tenn.^ October 5, 1862. 

General Ord, who followed Hurlbut and took command, met the 
enemy to-day on south side of Hatchie, as I understand from dispatch, 
and drove him across the stream and got possession of the heights with 
our troops. Ord took two batteries and about 200 prisoners. A large 
portion of Eosecrans^ forces were at Ohewalla. At this distance every- 
thing looks most favorable, and I cannot see how the enemy are to 
escape without losing everything but their small-arms. I have strained 
everything to take into the fight an adequate force and to get them to 
the right place. 

U. S. GEAlS^T, 

Major-General. 

Major-General Haxleok, General-in-Chief. 


Geneeal Geant’s Heaequaetee^, 
Jackson^ Tenn.^ October 6, 1862 — ^12.3 p. m. 

Generals Ord and Hurlbut came on the enemy yesterday, and Hurl- 
but, having driven small bodies the day before, after seven hours’ fight- 
ing, drove the enemy 5 miles back across the Hatchie toward Corinth, 
capturing two batteries, about 300 prisoners, and many small-arms. I 
immediately apprised Eosecrans of these facts and directed him to urge 
on the good work. 

Following dispatch just received from Ohewalla, October 6: 

[Chewaixa, October 5.] 

Major-General Graxt: 

The enemy are totaUy routed, throwing away everything. We are foUowing 
sharply. 

W. S. EOSECEAKS. 

Under previous instructions Hurlbut is also following McPherson, in 
the lead of Eosecrans’ column. Eebel General Martin said to be killed. 

U. S. GEAOT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Major-General Haxleok, General-in-Chief. 
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Jackson, Tenn., October 8, 1862 — 9 a. m. 

Kosecrans has folicwetJ rebels to Eipley. Troops from Bolivar will 
occupy Grand Junction to-morrow, w'ith re enforcements rapidly sent 
on from the new levies. I can take everything on the Mississippi Cen- 
tral road. I ordered Eosecrans back last night, but he is so averse to 
returning that I have directed him to remain still until you can be heard 
from. 

U. S. GEAET, 

Major-Oeneral, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Ohief. 


Jackson, Tenn., October 8, 1862. 

Before tologiai'hinc: you this morning for re-enforcements to follow 
up our victories i ordered General Eosecrans to return. He showed 
such reluctance that I consented to allow him to remain until you could 
be heard from if further re-enforcements could be had. On reflection 
I deem it idle to pursue farther without more preparation, and have 
for the third time ordered his return. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Major-General Halleck, Gommander-in- Chief. 


Wak Department, 
Washington^ October 8, 1862. 

Why order a return of our troops % Why not re-enforce Eosecrans 
and pursue the enemy into Mississippi, ■‘iii>poj‘iiiig your army on the 
country ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 

Major-General Grant, Jackson^ T&tin. 


Jackson, Tenn., October 8, 1862—7.30 p. m. 

An* army cannot subsist itself on the country except in forage. They 
did not start out to follow for more than a few days, and are much worn 
out, and I have information not only that the enemy have reserves that 
are on their way to join their retreating columns, but they have fortifi- 
cations to return to in case of need. The Mobile road is also open to 
the enemy to near Eienzi, and Corinth would be exposed by the ad- 
vance. Although partial success might result from farther pursuit 
disaster would follow in the end. If you say so, however, it is not too 
late yet to go on, and I will join the moving" column and go to the far- 
thest extent possible. Eosecrans has been re-enforced with everything 
at hand, even at the risk of this road against raids. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major- General. 

Major-Gteneral Halleck, General-in-Chief 


Jackson, Tenn., October 9, 1862. 
Your dispatch received. Cannot answer it so fully as I would wish. 
Paroled now 813 enlisted men and 43 commissioned ofi&cers in good 
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health; 700 Coiifederate wounded already sent to Juka paroled; 350 
wounded paroled still at Corinth. Cannot tell the number of dead yet. 
About rebvd> already buried. Their loss in killed about nine to one of 
ours. The ground is not yet cleared of their unburied dead. Prisoners 
yet arriving by every road and train. This does not include casualties 
where Ord attacked in the rear. He ha's 350 well prisoners, besides 
two batteries and small-arms in large numbers. Our loss there was 
between 400 and 500. Eebel loss about the same. General Oglesby is 
shot through the breast and the ball lodged in the spine. Hopes for 
his recovery. Our killed and wounded at Corinth will not exceed 900, 
many of them slightly. 

U. S. GEAOT, 

Major-General. 


Abbaham Lincoln, 

Fresident of the United States. 


Headqlartebs Department op the Tennessee, 
Jackson^ Teoin.^ October 30, 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the accompanying reports of 
the battles of Corinth and of the Hatchie, fought on the 3d, 4th, and 
5th instant, together with a short statement of the preparation made 
to receive the enemy and of orders given previous to and during the 
engagement: 

From information brought in by scouts, who were constantly kept 
out by General Eosecrans, from Corinth, and General Hurlbut from 
Bolivar, it was evident for a number of days before the final attack 
upon Corinth that that place or Bolivar was to be assailed. From the 
dispositions made by the enemy of his forces it was impossible to. tell 
which place would be the one selected for the attack. My main bodies 
of troops were at these two places, but to re-enforce one from the other 
would have invited an attack upon the weaker place. I was compelled 
therefore to leave my forces where they were until the enemy fully ex- 
hibited his plans. At this time Price was at Eipley with his force; Yan 
Dorn was at La Grange, with cavalry thrown out to the neighborhood 
of Somerville, and Yillepigue (and Lovell probably) at Salem. With 
this disposition made of his cavalry Yan Dorn was enabled to move 
from La Grange to Eipley without being discovered. This I learned 
on the 30th instant by dispatches from both General Eosecrans and 
General Hurlbut. This demonstrated clearly a design on the part of 
the enemy to attack Corinth. I accordingly notified General Eose- 
crans, commanding Corinth, of the* probable intention of the rebels to 
try to get in north of Corinth and cut the road between that and Bethel, 
and directed him to concentrate all his forces at or near Corinth, in- 
structions having been previously given him to break up luka and 
I bring his forces in the neighborhood of Corinth ; and at the same time 

: directed General Hurlbut, commanding Bolivar, to watch the move- 

ments of the enemy to the east and northeast of Bolivar, and if a chani^ 
occurred to attack him with all the force he could spare, holding his 
entire force in readiness for action. 

To save the bridge 6 miles south of Bolivar I ordered two regiments 
from here, under Colonel Lawler. It had the desired effect, and com- 
pelled the enemy to cut the road nearer Corinth and where the damage 
could not be made serious. General Eosecrans was immediately in- 
i formed of this disposition of troops, . He was also directed to send back 
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to Jackson all cars and locomotives. This I regarded as a necessary 
precaution and subsequent events proved it to be so. 1 also ordered 
troops from Bolivar, to increase the force on the important bridges 
north of that place. 

On the 2d I permitted the train to run to Corinth, but informed Gen- 
eral Liosecrans that the enemy had crossed the Hatchie with the inten- 
tion of cutting the railroad, and directed him to send the train back 
that night; that the enemy’s pickets only were then across the stream, 
and also told him, if opportunity occurred, to attack, but to inform me, 
so that I might order the Bolivar forces to his assistance. There was 
no attack made on the 2d, however, but General Eosecrans pushed out 
toward Chewalla, where he was attacked on the following day. 

On the 3d I ordered General Hurlbut, who had been i)reviously or- 
dered to be in readiness to move at any moment, to march upon the 
enemy’s rear by way of Pocahontas. Also sent two regiments from 
here, under Colonel Stevenson, of the Seventh Missouri, to join Colonel 
La wler at the bridge 6 miles south of Bethel, and put the whole under 
General McPIierson, with directions to reach Corinth at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. Owing to the cutting of the railroad and ith-.-.: i h on 
the 2d the train of cars sent on that day could not return, an(l all com- 
munications between General Eosecrans and myself had to be sent by 
couriers from Bethel. The enemy occupying the direct road to Corinth 
compelled the couriers to take a circuitous route by way of Parmington, 
thus ■'■■■■.. ‘ ‘ : General Eosecrans and myself some seven or eight hours. 
(For ' fought on the 3d, 4fch, and 5th see accompanying re- 

ports. Eot having been present, I can only judge of the conduct of the 
troops by these reports and the results.) I had informed General Eos(‘,- 
crans where Generals Ord and Hurlbut would bo, and directed him to 
follow lip the enemy the moment he began to retreat; to follow liiui to 
Bolivar if he should fall upon Ord’s command and drive it that far. As 
shown by the reports, the enemy was repulsed at Coriuth at II a. m. 
on the 4th and was not followed until next morning. Two days’ hard 
fighting without rest probably bad so IVJ.igucd the troops as to make 
earlier pui'suit impracticable. I ugivllcd this, as the enemy would have 
been compelled to abandon most of his artillery and transportation in 
the difficult roads of the Hatchie crossing had the pursuit commenced 
then. The victory was most triumphant as it was, however, and all 
praise is due the officers and men for their undaunted courage and ob- 
stinate resistance against an enemy out mimbfi-iiig them as three to two. 

When it became evident that an attack would be made I drew off 
from the guard along the line of the railroad all the troops that could 
possibly be spared (six rcgiiuenls) to re-enforce Corinth and Bolivar. 
As before stated, four of these were sent, under General McPherson, to 
the former place and formed the advance in the pursuit. Two were 
sent to Bolivar, and gave that much additional force to he spared to 
operate on the enemy’s rear. When I ascertained that the enemy had 
succeeded in crossing the Hatchie I ordered a discontinuance of the 
pursuit. Before this order reached them the advance infantry force 
had reached Eipley and the cavalry had gone beyond, possibly 20 miles. 
This I regarded, and yet regard, a« absolutely necessary to the safety 
of our army. They could not have possibly caught the enemy before 
reaching his fortifications at Holly Springs, where a garrison of several 
thousand troops were left that were not v'w .,. . ■ in the battle of Cor- 
iuth. Our own troops would have suffere i i. and sufiered greatly 
from fatigue. Finding that the pursuit had followed so far aud that 
our forces were very much scattered, I immediately ordered an advance 
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from Bolivar to be made to cover the return of the Corinth forces. 
They went as far south as Davis’ Mills, about 7 miles south of Grand 
Junction, drove a small rebel garrison from there, and entirely destroyed 
the railroad bridge at that place. 

The accompanying reports show fully all the casualties and other re- 
sults of these battles. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRAITT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Col. J. 0. Kelton, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. G. 


General Orders, ) Hdqes. District or West Tenicessee, 

]No. 88. ‘ 3 Jackson, Tenn,, October 7, 1862. 

It is with heartfelt gratitude the general commanding congratulates 
the Armies of the West for another great victory won by them on the 
3d, 4th, and 5th instant, over the combined armies of Van Dorn, Price, 
and Lovell. 

The enemy chose his own time and place of attack, and knowing the 
troops of the West as he does, and with great facilities for knowing their 
number, never would have made the attack except with a superior force 
numerically. But for the undaunted bravery of officers and soldiers 
who have yet to learn defeat the efforts of the enemy must have proven 
successful. 

Whilst one division of the army under Major-General Eosecrans was 
resisting and repelling the onslaught ot the rebel hosts at Corinth an- 
other from Bolivar, under Major-General Hurlbut, was marching upon 
the enemy’s rear, driving in their pickets and cavalry, and attracting the 
attention of a large force of infantry and artillery. On the following- 
day, under Major-General Ord, these forces advanced with unsurpassed 
gallantry, driving the enemy back and across the Hatchie over ground 
where it is almost incredible that a superior force should be cMven by 
an inferior, capturing two of his batteries (eight gnns), many hundred 
small-arms, and several hundred prisoners. 

To these two divisions of the army all praise is due and will be 
awarded by a grateful country. 

Between them there should be, and I trust is, the warmest bonds of 
brotherhood. Each was risking life in the same cause, and on this oc- 
casion risking it also to save and assist the other. Ko troops could do 
more than these separate armies. Each did all possible for it to do in 
the places assigned it. 

As in all great battles so in this, it becomes our fate to mourn the 
loss of many brave and faithful officers and soldiers who have given up 
their lives a sacrifice for a great principle. The nation mourns for 
them. 

By command of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant: 

JEO. A. EAWLIKS, 

Assistant Adjutant- Geney^al. 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. District oe West Tennessee, 

. No. 89. ) Jackson, Tenn,, October 9, 1862. 

The following dispatch from the President of the United States of 
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America has been officially received and is published to the armies in 
this district: 

Washington, D. C., Ociolcr 8, 1862. 

Major-Goueral Grant: 

I congratulate you and all concerned in your recent battles and victories. How 
does it all sum up ? I especially regret the death of General Hackleman, and am very 
anxious to know the conmtion of General Oglesby, who is an intimate personal friend. 

A. LINCOLN. 


By command of Mai. Gen. TJ. S. Grant: 

JNO. A. EAWLINS, 
Assistant .■ i •I'lnivnl-Gt m ral. 


2 . 

Reports of Moj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans^ U. 8. 1 rmp. commanding 
Army of the ^tississippi.^ including operations *hiohir \-12^witli con- 
gratidatory orders. 

Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

Corinth.^ October 3, 1802. 

General: The enemy came in on the Ohe walla road this morning 
and made a demonstration on onr left on hlcKean’s division. The 
leading brigade, commanded by Colonel Oliver, acted feebly and fell 
back. McArthur has now taken command and is pushing forward 
to make strong reconnaissances. We are now hrihb’nc:* our position and 
pushing cavalry reconnaissances up to the l;oIi\.ii‘ and Purdy road, 
also main Purdy road east of the railroad. Ko developments have yet 
appeared on that front. 

Scouts report the enemy on both sides the railroad last night near 
Chewalla. One unusually reliable gives their entire force not exceed- 
ing 30,000, and is satisfied that they intend to make their main move 
on Bolivar. Will endeavor to communicate again as soon as there is 
anything new, and if we find the force not meant for Corinth or we are 
in position to do it, shall move on them steadily and firmly with every- 
thing we can spare. The enemy have since come in on the Chewalla 
road and have driven in Davies’ left. Our men did not act or fight well. 
I think we shall handle them. We are at the outer line of works. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Grant, Jachson^ Tenn. 


October 4 [3], 1862—11,30 [p. m.]. 

From advanced position at exterior batteries reported to you this morn- 
ing our troops slowly drew^ in and concentrated. The rebels attacked 
between railroads northwest. Davies’ division — the right of McKean’s — 
were the only troops really engaged ; it was bushwhacking, our troops 
knowing nothing of the ground, although many of them have been 
here. Hamilton attempted to swing in from the Purdy road westward, 
but it was late in the evening and he was too far advanced to the north. 
Our left — McKean and Stanley — occupies Price’s new line; right — 
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Hamilton and Davies — crests north of the town on the rebel works, 
stretched across to join Stanley in the bottom near Halleck^s old head- 
^juarters. They appear to be still in the angle of the roads. If they fight 
us to-morrow I think we shall whip them. If they go to attack you we 
shall advance upon them. General Hackleman killed. 

W. S. EOSECEANS. 

General Grant. 


October 4, 1862. 

Dispatch received. The left of our line rests in the new works near 
the Seminary ; our right, on the old rebel works where the Pittsburg 
road passes through them. The rebels appear to be massed between 
the two railroads northwest. Our scouts have been out some distance 
to the front and report rebels have withdrawn either to feel or to attack 
you. 

W. S. EOSECEANS. 

General Grant. 

October 4, 1862. 

Your dispatch received. Enemy opened fire with artillery this morn- 
ing close in, probably to cover their retreat. Heavy reconnaissance 
ordered on the road for advance cavalry scouts to the front. We wish 
to find his movements and position, whether he moves back on Chewalla 
roads or crossing the Tuscumbia. Had a hard battle this morning on 
northeast front. Enemy penetrated the town, but were repulsed with 
heavy loss. Have not renewed the combat. Troops in old position. 
The batteries are rather better posted and will I trust be better sup- 
ported. Hope and trust. 

Yours, 

EOSEOEAHS. 

General Grant, Jaclcson. 


Headquarters, 
Corinth^ October 5, 1862. 

Dispatch from Hamilton 11 a. m. Flag of truce from Yan Dorn re- 
questing permission to bury the dead, dated Chewalla. Answered, 
“Ample provision has been made.’^ T^ere is Hurlbut*? Fow is bis 
time to pitch in. If they stand this side of Chewalla we shall fight 
where there is no water. 

W. S. EOSECEAlSrS, 

Major- General, 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters, 
Corinth,^ October o, 1862. 

The following are among the rebel ofGicers killed and wounded: 
Colonel Pritchard, Third Missouri, severely wounded ; Colonel John- 
son, Twentieth Arkansas, killed ; Colonel Daly, Eighteenth Arkansas, 
severely wounded ; Colonel Eogers, Second Texas, killed ; Colonel Mar- 
tin, commanding Fourth Brigade, First Division, killed-. Major Jones, 
Twentieth Arkansas, killed; Colonel McLain, Thirty-seventh Missis- 
sippi, mortally wounded. 

^ ’ W. S. EOSECEAKS, 

Major-General, 

General Grant. 


11 Tr» T> -"“ITTr 
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Headquarters, 
Corinth^ October 5, 1802. 

Dispatcli received. I sent my compliineiits to Major-General Van 
Dorn, commanding Confederate forces, and told him that ample pro- 
vision had been made for the burial of the dead. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major- OeneraL 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters, 
Corinth^ October 5, 1802. 

Kews from the front. Enemy reported three hours ahead, breaking 
to the Tusciimbia for water. Eebel cavalry reported in your old camp 
to the south. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

CHAS. E. FAEEANTD, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp, 

Major-General Grant. 


Eosecrans’ Headquarters, 

Corinth^ October 5, 18G2. 

McArthur pursued the enemy 5.J miles with small force. Was re- 
enforced in the night with five regiment^. He was encamped within 
short distance of two regiments ol enemy’s rear guard. McKean fol- 
lowed at daylight with balance of division, supported by Hamilton’s 
division. McPherson, Stanley, and Davies were to start at daylight, 
but through error were delayed. They take route north of i'.'iilrojul 
to\\<ir(l Po<*;ihomu>: balance south. Kow is the time for Steele to 
pitch in, while they are all looking this way. Eebel prisoners talk of 
re-enforcements and fighting again. 

W. S. EOSECEAKS, 

Major- General, 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters, 
Corinth^ October 5, 18G2. 

Leading divisions arrived at Ohewalla. ITo news from McPherson 
since 12 m. Enemy’s rear guard overtaken beyond Ohewalla road ro,- 
pairing a bridge to go over. Progress very slow. McKean in the way. 
Order us forage at once or our animals will starve. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Grant. 


On EoAD, October G, 18G2. 

Have you anything further jErom men or any orders for me? Am at 
end of telegraph wire, going forward to Woodward’s, thence to Hatchie 
r- — '.i . uiease answer before I leave. Have ordered railroad track 

'■ ■ ■ ■ *. „and in working order to Hock’s Crossing; also Iclegraph 
wire to be repaired. 

W. S. EOSECEANS. 

Major-General • Grant. 
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Crum’s Mill Bridge, 

OctoUr 6, 1862— 6.30. 

From "best information rebel rear guard passed Hatcbie this morning 
before 10 o’clock; burned the bridge. They are aiming for Holly 
Springs. Hurlbut reports himself too much cut up to pursue. 'Mc- 
Pherson’s brig’ade and McKean’s and Stanley’s divisions here; Hamil- 
ton 4 miles off. Bridge built; part of the troops across ; we shall pur- 
sue them. 


Major-General Grant. 


W. S. EOSECEAKS, 

Majo?'- General 


Headquarters Army op the Mississippi, 
Joneshorougli, October 7. 1862. 

Do not, I entreat you, call Hurlbut back ; let him send away his 
wounded. It surely is easier to move the sick and wounded than to re- 
move both, I propose to push the enemy, so that we need but the most 
trifling guards behind us. Our advance is beyond Euckersville. Ham- 
ilton will seize the Hatchie Crossing on the Eipley road to-night. A 
very intelligent, honest young Irishman, ambulance-driver, deserted 
from the rebels, says that they wished to go together to railroad near 
Tupelo, where they will meet the 9,000 exchanged prisoners, but he 
says they are much scattered and demoralized. They have much 
artillery. 

W. S. EOSECEAKS, 

Major-General 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

JoneshorougJi, October 7, 1862 — midnight. 

General: Tours 8,30 p. m. received. Our troops occupy Eipley. 
I most deeply dissent from your views as to the manner of pursuing. 
We have defeated, routed, and demoralized the army which bolds the 
Lower Mississippi Valley. We have the two railroads leading down 
toward the Gulf through the most productive parts of the State, into 
w^hich we can now pursue them with safety. The effect of our return 
to old position will be to pen them up in the only com country they 
have west of Alabama, including the Tuscumbia Valley, and to permit 
them to recruit their forces, advance and occupy their old ground, re- 
ducing us to the occupation of a defensive position, barren and worth- 
less, with a long front, over which they can harass us until bad weather 
prevents an effectual advance except on the railroads, when time, forti- 
fications, and rolling stock will again render them superior to us. Our 
force, including what you have with Hurlbut, will garrison Corinth and 
Jackson and enable us to push them. Our advance will cover even 
Holly Springs, which would be ours when we want it. All that is need- 
ful is to continue pursuing and whip them. We have whipped, and 
should now push to the wsdl and capture all the rolling stock of their 
railroads. Bragg’s army alone west of Alabama Eiver and occupying 
Mobile could repair the damage we have it in our power to do them. If, 
after considering these matters, you still consider the order for my return 
to Corinth expedient I will obey it and abandon the chief fruits of a vic- 
tory, but I beseech you bend everything to push them while they are 
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broken and hungry, weary and ill-supplied. Draw everything possible 
from Memphis; to help move on Holly Springs and let us concentrate. Ap- 
peal to the Governors of the States to rush down some twenty or thirty 
new regiments to hold our rear and we can make a triumph of our start. 

W. S, BOSEOEAlSrS, 

Major-Qenm^al, 

Major-General Grant. 


Ceum’s Mill, on the Hatohie, 

October 7, 1862 — 2 a. m. 

General : Since my last, McPherson occupied Jonesborough at 9 
o’clock last night. Out of rations, having followed the main column of the 
precipitate retreat of the enemy. Hurlbut reports himself out of posi- 
tion and too much crippled to follow the enemy. I have ordered rations 
sent to Cypress for him and have begged him not to return to Bolivar 
until 1 can communicate with Sherman; I want him to appear to 
threaten the enemy. I think Sherman should go to Holly Springs by 
all means, and that the road should be opened to take supplies to him ; 
think it could be done without much trouble. Telegraph line should 
be put up. The superintendent should immediately supply himself 
with a large stock of wire and supplies of all kinds that may be needed 
in the work. I repeat, it is of the utmost importance to give the enemy 
no rest day or night, but push him to Mobile and Jackson. Beg the 
authorities North to send us more troops. Ship everything you can ; 
now is our time ; we must give the enemy no time to re-enforce or re- 
cruit. Every nerve must be strained. Everything will be sent to see 
that our troops lack nothing of the necessaries to keep them going. 
Among other things, rolling stock and material for repairs are needed. 

A civilian must take the place of McPherson. He is needed in the 
field ; he adds twenty per cent, to any troops he commands. Telegraph 
Quinby to come or send him down with all you can. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 

Mc^or-General, 

Mtgor-General Grant. 


Eipley, October 8, 1862t-9.45 p. m. 

(Yia Ohewalla, October 9.) 

I have to report that our advance occupied Eipley last night before 
11 (^clock. Enemy formed their line of battle yesterday afternoon, ex- 
pecting us to attack them, but retired before night. General Hamilton 
occupied Eienzi, and having received provisions, marched from there to 
Hatchie Crossing on Eipley road to-day, where he has been ordered to 
take post at Nolin’s Oross-Eoads, covering our communication with 
Eienzi and Kossuth. The troops will then be : McArthur on the right, 
Stanley next, McPherson covering the town. Cavalry division has been 
ordered to recruit, furnishing minimum number of scouts. 

W. S, EOSECEANS, 

Major-General, 

General Grant. 


Eipley, October 8, 1862—0. ir> p. m. 
Tour two dispatches received ; the last highly gratifying. Disposi- 
tions will be made in conformity, and I will remain here. Have ordered 
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telegraph line to be extended to Pocahontas and repaired to Grand 
Junction. Please order railroad to be repaired to Pocahontas and 
Grand Junction. You are misinformed as to my having communicated 
with Sherman, as I have never presumed to do so except so far, after 
having been informed by you as to his whereabouts, I sent word to 
Hurlbut wishing him to tell Sherman where we were and asking co- 
operation. I should not think of communicating with him in any offi- 
cial way except through you. Please order a large number of cavalry 
and artillery horses to be ready 5 many are now needed. Cavalry has 
suffered very severely by last week’s labor and for forage. 

W. S. EOSECEAIs^S. 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters Army oe the Mississippi, 
Jacinto^ October 9, 1862. 

Major : The dispatch of the major-general commanding, dated the 
8th instant, directing our return to Corinth, is just received. I shall 
take the most prompt and efficient measures to carry the orders into 
execution with as little prejudice as practicable to the interest of the 
service. 

W. S. EOSBCEANS, 
Major-General. Commanding. 

Major Eawxins, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eipley, October 9, 1862 — 9.45 p. m. 

I consider it nearly certain that Tilghman with the prisoners has gone 
to Holly Springs and that Price has gone to join him. 1 shall soon hear 
further information. I will be in Corinth soon with a big show of re- 
maining with all my force. I will take immediate measures to put it 
in the best state of defense to be left while I reorganize my forces. 

W. S. EOSBOEANS, 
Major,- General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Grant. 


Corinth, October 11, 1862. 

Our movement will be completed by to-morrow night unless some 
extraordinary accidents. Your General Orders, 88, received. The part 
expressing the hope that good feeling will exist between Ord’s command 
and my own amazes me. So far as I know there was nothing even to 
suggest the thought that it might be otherwise. Under such circum- 
stances the report is to be regretted, because our troops, knowing there 
was no foundation for it in them, will be led to think there is some 
elsewhere. 

W. S, EOSBCEANS, 

Major-General. 


Major-General Grant. 
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G-ENEEAL EoSEOBANS’ IlEADQirAIlTERS, 

Corinth^ Octoher 11, J 8 () 2 . 

General : We have been paroliDg the prisoners aiul sending them 
north to a depot tor exchange. The wounded are sent to luka hospital 5 
this hospital is n^gardi'd within our lines. We have one oi‘ our surgeons 
there. T have notified the Confederate troops that either tliey must 
not come there or they must take care of their sick and Avounded them- 
selves. If you wish 1 will send the remaining prisoners, as you desire, 
south, but would it not be well to let the remainder go with, those al- 
ready sent to Benton Barracks. We have already buried 1,146 rebels 
and have 2,116 prisoners, besides which I know of 300 more on their 
way in. 

W. S. ROSEOEANS, 

Major-Generah 

General Grant, Jackson. 


Headquarters Army or the Mississippi, 

Third Division, District op West Tennessee, 
Corinth^ Miss., October 25, 1862. 

Major : 1 have the honor to submit, for the information of the inai()r- 
general commanding the district, the following report of the battle oi’ 
Corinth : 


PRELIHINARIBS. 

The rumors which followed the battle of luka were that Price had 
marched to the vicinity of Eipley and was being joined by Van Dorn, 
with all the available rebel forces in Forth Mississippi, for the purpose 
of capturing Corinth or breaking our line of communication and forcing 
us to retreat toward Columbus. These rumors gained s(ri‘ngMi until 
October 1 , when strong cavalry scouts, sent out for the purpose, demon 
strated the fact that the rebels were moving in force from Eipley via 
Euckersville and that the main body was at. Pocahontas. The ques- 
tion then was where would they strike the main blow Equally favor- 
ably situated to strike Bolivar, Bethel, Jackson, or Corinth', wliich 
would it be*? Unfortunately for me there was no map of the country 
iiorthwest of this place to be found, therefore I could not tell whether 
to expect a strong demonstration here to hold us in suspense while tlic 
blow was struck elsewhere or vice versa. Eumors that the attack was 
to take the direction of Jackson or Bolivar via Bethel were so rife, and 
the fortifications of Corinth Avere so well known to the rebels, that I 
had hopes they would undertake to mask me, and, passing north, give 
me an opportunity to beat the masking force and cut off their retreat. 
This hope gained some strength frorri the sup|n»<-d difficulties of the 
country lying in the triangle formed by the Memphis, and Charleston 
and the Mobile and Ohio Railroads and Cypress Creek. To be prepared 
for eventualities, Hamilton’s and Staulej’s divisions were placed just 
beyond Bridge Creek, the infantry outposts were called in from luka, 
Burnsville, Eienzi, and Danville, and the outpost at Chewalla retired 
to near Alexander 'il n -leib* ri ■! by another regiment and a battery 
early on the morning oi me 2 a. During that day evidences increased 
showing the practicability of the country northwest of us, and disclosed 
the fact, not bclbir kiu>\\ n, that there were two good roads from Che- 
walla eastward, one leading directly into the pld rebel iutrencbments 
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iiud the other crossing over into the Pittsburg Landing road. Accord- 
ingly the following disposition of the troops for the 3d was ordered at 
1,30 a. m. of that day, \vi : 

There being iudiciitioDs oi‘ a possible attack on Corintli immediately, the following 
dispositions of troops will be made: General McKean, with his division, will occupy 
his present position; General Davies will occui>y the line between the Memphis and 
the Columbus roads ; General Hamilton, with his division, will take position between 
the rebel woiics on the Purdy and the Hamburg roads, and General Stanley will hold 
his division in rL\serve at or near the old headquarters of Major-General Grant. The 
respective divisions will be formed in two lines, the second line being either in line 
of battle or clost^ colnniii by divdsiou, as circuinstauees may require. 

The troopis were ordered to move toward their positions, with 100 
rounds of ammunition and three days’ rations per man, by 3 a. m. 
These dispositions were made, and the troops at 9 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 3d occupied the positions shown on the accompanying map, 
Hamilton on the right, Davies in the center, McKean on the left, with 
an advance of three regiments of infantry and a section of artillery, 
under Colonel Oliver, on the Ohewalla road, at or near Alexander’s, 
beyond the rebel breastworks. The cavalry was disposed as follows 
(see map ac(?omi3anying Colonel Mizner’s report) : A battalion at Burns- 
ville, one at Eorey’s Mill, on the Jacinto and Corinth road j Colonel Lee, 
with the Seventh Kansas and part of the Seventh Illinois, at Kossuth 
and Bone-Yard, watching the rebels’ right flank; Colonel Hatch and 
Captain Willcox on the east and north fronts, covering and reconnoiter- 
ing. The reasons for these dispositions flow obviously from the forego- 
ing explanations of our ignorance of the northwesterly approaches and 
of the possibility that the rebels might threaten us on the Cliewalla 
and attack us by the Smith’s Bridge road, ou our left, or go around and 
try us with his- main force on the Purdy or even Pittsburg Landing 
road. 

The general plan, which was explained to the division commanders 
verbally in the morning, was to hold the enemy at arm’s-length by 
opposing him strongly in our assumed positions, and when .his force 
became fully developed and he had assumed position, if we found it 
nec(’ssaiy, to take a position which would give us the use of our bat- 
teries and the open ground in the immediate vicinity of Corinth, the 
exact position to be determined by events and the movements of the 
enemy. 

OPEEATIONS OF THE BATTLE ON OCTOBEE 3. 

Early in the morning the advance, under Colonel Oliver, found strong 
indications that the pressure under which he had retired on the 2d 
came from the advancing foe, and accordingly took a strong position 
on the hill near the angle of the rebel breastworks with his three regi- 
ments and a section of artillery. By 9 o’clock the enemy began to 
press them sharply and outflank them. Brigadier-(Tenei;al McArthur, 
whom I had requested to go to the front, reported wide-spread but 
slack skirmishing, and said the hill was of great value to test the ad- 
vancing force. I ordered him to hold it pretty firmly with that view. 

. About 10 o’clock word came that the enemy were pressing the point 
hotly, and that re-enforcements were required oi they must yield the 
position, Suppo.>ing its importance was properly understood, and that 
it was held in subordination to the general views of its use, which, ex- 
plained, I directed General Davies to send up from his position two 
regiments. But it proved that General McArthur had taken up four 
more regiments from McKean’s division and was contesting the ground 
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almost as for a battle. It was probably this which induced General 
Davies to ask permission to rest his right on the rebel intrenchmeuta 
and to which I consented, adding the verbal order to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ducat that he might ^^use his judgment about leaving his present for 
that position ; but in no event must he cease to touch his left on Mc- 
Arthui'^s right.” The advance was made to the breastwork (as shown 
on the drawing), but leaving an interval between McArthur’s and 
Davies’ left. The enemy developed his forces along that line. McAr- 
thur retired from his position, which gave the rebels an opportunity to 
advance behind Davies’ left, and forced it, after obstinate resistance, to 
fall back rapidly about 1,000 yards, losing two heavy guns. 

Our troops fought with the most determined courage, firing very low. 
At 1 p. m. Davies, having resumed the same position he had occupied 
in the morning and McArthur’s brigade having fought a heavy force, 
it became evident that the enemy were in full strength and meant mis- 
chief. McKean, with Crocker’s brigade, had seen only skirmishers ; 
there were no signs of any movements on our left and only a few 
cavalry skirmishers on our right. It was pretty clear that we were to 
expect the weight of the attack to fall on our center, where hopes had 
been given by our falling back. Orders were accordingly given to 
McKean to fall back to the next ridge beyond our intrenchments, to 
touch his right on Davies’ left; for Stanley to move northward and 
eastward, to stand in close, mi Sclielon^ with McKean, but nearer town. 
General Hamilton was ordered to face toward Chewalla and move 
down until his left reached Davies’ right. Davies was informed of 
these dispositions, told to hold his ground obstinately, and then, when 
he had drawn them in strongly, Hamilton would swing in on their flank 
and rear and close the day. Hamilton was carefully instructed on this 
point and entered into the spirit of it. 

Owing to loss of time in conveying orders to Generals McKean and 
Davies the orders were less perfectly conformed to, but nothing ma- 
terially injurious resulted therefrom. But owing to the tremendous 
force with which the enemy pressed Davies back Stanley was called 
with his division into the batteries, and sent a « i d-^r Colonel 

Mower, to support Davies, whose right had at i s- In hotly en- 

gaged. Mower came up while Davies wms contesting a position near 
the White House, and Hamilton began to swing in on the enemy’s 
flank, across the Columbus railroad, through a very impracticable 
thicket, when night closed in and put an end to the operations for the 
day. 

The details of the lieroic deeds of the troops of Davies’ division of 
McArthur’s and Oliver’s brigades, as well as those of Sullivan’s brigade 
of Hamilton’s division, will be found in the accompanying sub-reports. 

THE DISPOSITIONS POR THE BATTLE OP OCTOBER 4, 

We had now before us the entire army which the rebels could muster 
in Northern i*. Van Dorn commanding; Price’s army, Van 

Dorn’s army, Viilepigue, and the remnants of Bre<ikiiiridge’s corps. 
They were in the angle between the Columbus and Memphis roads. 
Our left was comparatively free, our right very assailable. They out- 
numbered us probably two to one. 

The plan was to rest our left on the batteries, extending from Battery 
Kobinett, our center on the slight ridge north of the houses, and our 
right on the high ground covering both the Pittsbin g and Purdy roads, 
yrliile it also covered the ridge road between t iMun, leading to thpix 914 
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camps. McKean held the extreme left, and Stanley, with his well-tried 
division, Batteries Williams and Eobinett, the Memphis Eailroad and 
the Ohewalla road, extending nearly to the Columbus road. Davies’ 
tried division was placed in the center, which was retired, reaching to 
Battery Powell. Hamilton’s staunch fighting division was on the right, 
with Dillon’s battery, supported by two regiments, posted on the pro- 
longation of Davies’ line. The design of General Hamilton was to use 
the hill where the batteries stood against an approach from the west, 
where Sullivan found the enemy on the last evening. Against my bet- 
ter judgment, expressed to him at the time, I yielded to his wishes and 
allowed the occupation as described. 

Early in the evening I called the chiefs of divisions together and 
explained to them these plans, and having supervised the positions 
re&ed at 3 a. m. on the 4th to take some rest. I was soon aroused by 
the opening of the enemy’s artillery, which he had planted within 600 
yards of Battery Eobinett. 


THE BATTLE. 

This early opening gave promise of a hot day’s work, but the heavy 
batteries and the Tenth Ohio, placed north of General Halleck’s old 
headquarters, silenced them by 7 o’clock, and there was an interval of 
an hour, which was employed in going over our lines. About 9 o’clock 
the skirmishers which we had sent into the woods on our front by 
their hot firing proclaimed the presence of their forces preparing for 
the assault. Soon the heads of their columns were seen emerging to 
attack our center, on Davies first, Stanley next, .and Hamilton last. 
The drawing shows these positions, and is referred to for the sake of 
brevity. 

I shall leave to pens dipped in poetic ink to inscribe the gorgeous 
pyrotechny of the battle and paint in words of fire the heroes of this 
fight, the details of which will be found graphically depicted in the 
accompanying sub-reports. 

I will only say that when Price’s left bore down on our center in gal- 
lant style their force was so overpowering that our wearied and jaded 
troops yielded and fell back, scattering among the houses. I had the 
personal mortification of witnessing this untoward and untimely stam- 
pede. Eiddled and scattered, the ragged head of Price’s right storming 
columns advanced to near the house, north side of the square, in front 
of General Halleck’s headquarters, when it was greeted by a storm of 
grape from a section of Immell’s battery, soon re-enforced by the Tenth 
Ohio, which sent them whirling back, pursued by the Fifth Minnesota, 
which advanced on them from their position near the depot. General 
Sullivan was ordered and promptly advanced to support General 
Davies’ center. His right rallied and retook Battery Powell, into which 
a few of the storming column had penetrated, while Hamilton, having 
played upon the rebels on his right, over the open field, effectively 
swept by his artillery, advanced on them and they fled. The battle 
was over on the right. 

Djiring all this the skirmishers of the left were moving in our front. 
A line of battle was formed on the ridge, as shown in the drawing. 
About twenty minutes after the attack on the right the enemy ad- 
vanced in four columns on Battery Eobinett, and were tteated to grape 
and canister until within 50 yards, when the Ohio brigade arose and 
gave them a murderous fire of musketry, before which they reeled and 
to t}ie vfoods, Thejr, however, gallantljr reformed and ^4" 
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vanced again to the charge, led by Colonel Eogers, of the Second 
Texas. This time they reached the edge of the ditch, but the deadly 
musketry fire of the Ohio brigade again broke them, and at the word 

Charge!” the Eleventh Missouri and Twenty-seventh Ohio sprang up 
and forward at them, chasing their back to the woods. 

Thus by noon ended the battle of October 4. 

After waiting for the enemy’s return a short time our skirmishers 
began to advance and found that their skirmishers were gone from the 
field, leaving their dead and wounded. . ridden over it and 

satisfied myself of the fact I rode over ■ :■ . nes, announcing the 
result of the fight in person, and notified our victorious troops that 
after two days of fighting, two almost sleepless nights of preparation, 
movement, and march, I wished them to replenish their cartridge-boxes, 
haversacks, and stomachs, take an early sleep, and start in pursuit by 
daylight. Returning from this, I fouud the gallant McPherson with a 
fresh brigade on ilie inii*!!*: square and gave him the same notice, with 
orders to take the advance. 

The results of the battle briefly stated are : We fought the combined 
rebel forces of Miv''Nsi])p'. commanded by Yan Born, Price, Lovell, 
Villepigue, and Ibi*-! in person, numbrrii-:r. .’rror.'’'ng to their own 
authorities, 38,000 men. We signally *!( .lirin vii'i little more 

than half their numbers, and they fled, leaving their dead and wounded 
on the field. 

The enemy’s loss in killed was 1,423 officers and men. Their loss 
in wounded, taking the general average, amounts to 5,692. We took 
2,268 prisoners, among whom are 137 field officers, captains, and subal- 
terns, representing 53 regiments of infantry, 16 regiments of cavalry, 
13 batteries of artillery, and 7 battalions, making 69 regiments, 7 bat- 
talions, and 13 batteries, besides separate comi)auies. We took also 14 
stand of i:()lors, 2 pieces of artillery, 3,300 stand of small-arms, 45,000 
rounds of ammunition, and a large lot of accouterments. 

The enemy blew up several ammuuitiou wagons between Corinth an<l 
Chewalla, and beyond Ohewalla many ammunition wagons and carriages 
were destroyed, and the ground was strewn with tents, officers’ mess- 
chests, and suiall-arms. 

We pursued them 40 miles in force and 60 miles with cavalry. 

Our loss was only 315 killed, 1,812 wounded, and 232 prisoners and 
missing.* 

It is said tbe enemy was so demorali^sed and alarmed at our advance 
that they set fire to the stores at Tupelo, but finding we were not close 
upon them, they extinguished the fire and removed the i)ublic stores, 
except two car loads of bacon, which they destroyed. 

To 'iigimli/*' U\ this report all those officers and men whose actions in 


the M.iiile mention would unnecessarily lengthen this report. 

I must therefore refer to the sub-reports and special mentions, and to a 
special paper herewith, wherein those most conspicuous, to the number 
of 109 officers and men, are mentioned. 

W. S. EOSECRANS, 

Major-OeneraL 

Maj. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


But see reyised statement, p. 176, 


Chap. XXIX.] 


CORINTH. 


171 


Tlan of the battle of Corinth^ fought on the Sd and 4d1i of October^ 1862, 
beticeen the Confederate forces under Major-Generals Van Dorn^ Price^ 
and Lovell and the United States forces under Major-General Eosecrans. 



General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Mississippi, 

> Third Diy., Dist. op West Tennessee, 

No, 145. ) Corinth^ Miss,^ October 23, 1862. 

The general commaxiding cannot forbear to give pleasure to many, 
besides the brave men immediately concerned, by announcing in ad- 
vance of the regular orders that the Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, by 
its gallantry in the battle of Corinth on the 4tih of October, charging 
the enemy and capthring the flag of the Fortieth Mississippi, has amply 
atoned for its misfortune at luka, and stands among the honored regi- 
ments ot his command. Long may they wear with unceasing bright- 
ness the honors they have won. 

By order of Mai. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans: 

C. GOBDA.Ep,^ 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army or the Mississippi, 

> Third Diy., District of West Tenn., 

No. 152. ) ^Oorinth, October 25, 18G2. 

Army of the Third Division of the District of West Tennessee^ 

The preliminary announcement of the results of the great battle of 
Corinth was given to you on the battle-field by myself in person. I 
then proclaimed to you that “they were badly beaten at all points and 
had fled, leaving their dead and wounded on the field.’^ When I told 
you to replenish your cartridge-boxes and haversacks, snatch a sleep 
after your two days’ fighting and two nights of watching the move- 
ments, and be ready by the rn on ling's dawn to follow the retreating foe, 
my heart beat high with pride and pleasure to the round and joyful re- 
sponse from your toil-worn and battle-stained ranks. Such a response 
was worthy such soldiers and of the country and cause for which they 
fought. I have now received the reports of the various commanders. 
I have now to tell you that the magnitude of the stake, the battle, and 
the results become more than ever apparent. Upon the issue of this 
fight depended the possession of West Tennessee, and perhaps even the 
fate of operations in Kentucky. The entire available force of the rebels 
in Mississippi, save a few garrisons and a small reserve, attacked you. 
They were commanded by Van Dorn, Price, Villepigue, Bust, Arm- 
strong, Maury, and others in person. They numbered, according to 
their own authorities, nearly 40,000 men, almost double your own num- 
bers. You fought them into the position we desired on the 3d, punish- 
ing them terribly; and on the 4th, in three hours after the infantry en- 
tered into action, they were completely beaten. You killed and buried 
1,423 officers and men ; some of their most distinguished officers falling, 
among whom was the gallant Colonel Rogers, of the Second Texas, who 
bore 1 hmr colors at the head of his storming column to the edge of the 
ditch of Battery Eobinetr, where he fell. Their wounded at the usual 
rate must exceed 5,000. You took 2,268 prisoners, among whom are 
137 field officers, captains, and subalterns, ropn'^or.tirg 53 regiments of 
infantry, 16 regiments of cavalry, 13 batt'-“i» o:‘ .i: ii!i. r , and 7 bat- 
talions; making 69 regiments, 13 batteries, 7 battalions, besides sev- 
eral companies. You captured 3,300 stand of small-arms, 14 stand of 
colors, 2 pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of equipments. You 
pursued his retreating columns 40 miles in force with infantry and 60 
miles with cavalry, and were ready to follow him to Mobile, if neces- 
sary, had you received orders. 

I congratulate you dn the decisive results. In the name of the Govern- 
ment and the people I thank you. I beg you to unite with me in giving 
thanks to the Great Master of all for our victory. It would be to me 
a great pleasure to signalize in this general order those whose gallant 
deeds are recorded in the various reports, but their number forbids. I 
will only say that to Generals Hamilton, Stanley, McArthur, and Da- 
vies, to General Oglesby and Colonel Mizner, and the bngade and reg- 
imental commanders under them, I offer my thanks for the gallant 
and able manner in which they have performed their several duties. 
To the regimental commanders and chiefs of batteries and cavalry, and 
especially to Colonels Lee and Ha.tch, I present my thanks for their 
gallantry on the battle-field and in the pursuit. I desire especially to 
offer my thanks to General Davies and his division, whose in-agnificeni 
fighting on the 3d more than atones for all that was lacking on the 4th. 
yo the officers an<J soldiers of this armjy who bravely fi)uglic I oftei' 
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my heartfelt thanks for their nohle behavior, and pray that God and 
their country may add to the rewards which flow from the consciousness 
of duty performed, and that the time may speedily come when under 
the flag of a nation one and indivisible benign peace may again smile 
on us amid the endearments of home and family. 

But our victory has cost us the lives of 315 brave officers and sol- 
diers, besides the wounded. Words of praise cannot reach those who 
died for their country in this battle, but they console and encourage the 
living. The memory of the brave Hackleman, the chivalrous Kirby 
Smith,* the true and noble Colonels Thrush, Baker,* and Mills,* and 
Oapt. Guy C. Ward, with many others, live with us and in the memory 
of a free people, while history will inscribe their names among its heroes. 

W. S. EOSBORAN8. 


ITo. 3. 

Return of Casualties in the Union forces^ eommcmded hy Maj, Gen. William 
8. Rosecrans^ at the battle of Corinth^ Miss.^ October 3 and 4, 1862. 

LCompiled from nominal lists of casualties, retnins, etc.] 



Died of wounds. 
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Return of Casualties in its Union forces — Continued. 


Kffled. mnnaed. ! 


Conunsnds. 


AJKM.Y OF THE MISSISSIPPI-Contiinied. 
THIBD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Chablss S. Hamilton. 


5tli Missouri Cavailiy, Company C 

First Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Hapoleon B. Buford. 


Staff 

48th Indiana . 
59th Indiana. 


4th Minnesota. 
26th’** 

1st 

Ohio 


Total First Brigade 1 6 

Second Brigade, 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Jeremiah 0. Sullivan.* 

(2.) Col. Samuel A. Holmes. 

Staff 

56th lUmois 7 

10th Iowa 8 

I7th Iowa 1 

10th Missouri' 10 

24th Miasouri, Company F 2 

gn+i, o>"*o . . 2 4 

\r '*. !■> 1 4 

M - IV ’• 


Total Second Brigade. 


Total Third Division . . 


CAVALRY DmSION.f 

CoL John H Miznbb. 


7th Illinois 

nth Illinois 

2d Iowa 

7th Kansas 

2d Michigan 

5tli Ohio, Companies B, H, I, and K . 


Total Cavalry Division. 


(54th Illinois 
1st tr. S. In ■ . 
(siege artiUeiy). 


UNATTACHED. 


K -i ■ • . 

■ ■ it, ‘ . 


Total unattached 16 4 40 15 84 

Total Army of the Mississippi 11 164 46 803 1 80 1,096 

' *1 ■* . r disabled. 

■ ' :■ I two brigades, Col. Edward Hatch commanding the First and Col. Albert L. Lee the 
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Beturn of Casualties in fh^ Union forces — Continiied. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missing. 


Commands. 

Officers. 

i 

1 

Officers. 

i 

1 

a 

Enlisted men. 

Aggregate. 

AEMT OF WEST TENNESSEE. 








SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies. 

Fint Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Pleasant A. Hackleman.* 

(2.) Col. THoaiAS W. Sweeny. 








Staff. 

1 






1 

52d Dlinois 

1 

5 

4 

59 


1 

70 

58th Illinois (detachment)t 


2 


11 


6 

19 

2d Iowa 

1 2 

10 

9 

75 


5 

101 

7th Jowa 

1 

20 

7 


1 

13 

122 

8th Iowa (detachment)! 

1 

2 

2 

32 



37 

]2th Iowa (detachment)! 


4 

5 

23 


7 

39 

14th Iowa (detachment)! 




11 


3 

14 

Total Eirst Brigade 

i 6 

43 

27 

291 

1 

35 

403 

Second Brigade. 








(1.) Brig. Gen.RiCHABD J. Oglesbt.J 
(2.) Col. Adoust Messy. 





1 



Staff. 



1 




1 

9th Illinois i 

1 

10 

6 

76 

3 

52 

148 

12th lUinois 

1 

14 

4 

75 


15 

109 

22d Ohio 




10 



10 

81st Ohio 


12 

2 

48 

.... 

3 

65 

Total Second Brigade 

2 

36 

13 

209 

3 

70 

333 

Third Brigade. 








(1.) Col. Silas D. Baidwtn.J 








(2.) Col. John Y. Du Bois. 

7th Illinois 

2 

7 

4 1 

41 


23 

77 

50th Dlinois 

1 

4 

2 

24 



31 

57th Dlinois - 


7 

5 

39 


23 

74 

Total Third Brigade 

3 

18 

11 

104 

1 

1 

46 

182 

ArtiZZcry. 








Maj. Geosge H. Stone. 








1st Missonri Light Artillery, Battery D 


1 


8 



9 

1st Missouri light Artilleiy, Battery H 


1 


5 



6 

1st Missouri Light Artillery, Battery I 


1 


7 



8 

lat Missouri Light Artillery, Battery K 


3 


9 



12 

Total artillery 


6 


29 




35 

Unattached. 





1 



14th Missonri (Western Sharpshooters) 


6 

4 

10 


3 

23 

Total Second Division 

11 

1 109 

55 

1 643 

! 4 

154 

! 976 


*KiUed. 

t Constitated the organization Imown as the “ Union Brigade.’ 
t ’Wounded. 
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Betum of Casualties in the Union forces — Continued. 



Ejlled, 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missmg. 




d 






Commands. 


a> 

B 


B 


0 

B 

6 







rcj 



1 

S 

1 



0 



1 

1 

i 



1 

& 

tm 




0 


0 



AEMT OF WEST TEFTNBSSEE— Continued. 








SIXTH DIVISION. 








Brig. Gen. Thomas J. MgEban. 








First Brigade. 








(1.) Col. Benjamin Allen. 

(2 ) Brig. Gen. John McAethur, 












18 


6 

24 



7 


28 


10 

45 



4 

2 

19 


7 

32 









Total First Brigade 


11 

2 

65 


23 

101 

Second Brigade. 








Col. John M. Oliver. 




t 














13 

1 

28 


8 

50 

■ • Companies A, B, C, and E 


3 


4 


2 

9 

i4i |i vy ........... 

2 

25 

3 

47 


21 

98 

18th "Wisconsin 


2 


25 


7 

34 

Total Second Brigade 

2 

43 

4 

104 


38 

191 

Third Brigade. 








CoL Mabcellus K. Croceeb. 








nffb Towa . 


1 

2 

8 


10 

21 

13th Iowa 


1 

1 

13 



15 

16th Iowa 

3 

8 

3 

64 


8 

86 

16th Iowa 


1 

2 

18 


6 

27 

Total Third Brigade 

3 

11 

8 

103 


24 

149 

Art^ery. 








Capt Andrew Hiokbnloopbr. 








2d T" T’.' T- ■ ' Battery F 








hi'*' ■ \' !■ Ist Battery 

Ohio Light Artillery, 3d Battery 




1 



1 




1 



1 

Ohio’*.*' ■ ri’ Battery 




3 



3 

Ohio!. L, \'; !• rv. !• iM Battery i 




3 



3 

Total Artillery 




8 



8 









Total Sixth Division 

r 

66 

14 

280 


85 

449 

Total Army of West Tennessee 

le" 

174 

cT 

92? 

, 4 

239 

1,425 

recapitulation. 








Army of the Mississippi 

11 

154 

46 

803 

1 

80 

1, 095 

Army of West Tennessee 

16 

174 

69 

923 

4 

239 

L425 

Grand total 

w 

328 

115 

1,726 

6 

319 

2,520 


0“ ■ i.'W’ebb.Twenty-seYentli Ohio; Capt. Jac-'S’'' ’ Liout. 

Ch ■ ' ■ ■ >; Capt. James MoFadden»Si'^^v-^b]^tl 01 i < v Chnish 

anc ^ :■ seventh Bliiiois : Cant. Chailcs JIoUi&Kr. ' . {' I '.f . - Capt. 

Eobert P. Mooers, Fomtl 's. m- i.,'i '1, •*:i, I..: ..j .,"<1 .at. Jonu u. Euumson, jr., 

Ei£]jlitipMi Ohio; Lieut Darnel x. Jsoyea, aixih \viscousm Baiiery ; Entr. Oen. Pleasant A. Hackle* 
man, U 13 . Tolunteei-s; Lieut »!..!? ' T f^-second Illinois; Lieuts. John G-, Huntington 

and Tlionias " ^ I ■ * Smith, Seventh Iowa; Lieut. 13006 Tlohdior, 

L-d’-'’ "''■I ' . ^ • “L Capt. Gruy C. Ward, Twelfth T . - T'di:,. 

' " i I! ■ •' ! . •' * Tll'iioN T. » iM Toi a- D. Cor" l:i' llli- 

!!«>''- CaiJ' Levi W. Vaughn and Lieut. Samuel A. Tinkliar’ T 'Wisconsin ; Lients Ku ^9 

11. L.d.ic^e, William M. Cathcart, and John D. Kmsman, Z .'.t c ■ L 
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No. 4. 

Report of Siirg. ArcUlaU B. Gamphell, U. 8^ Ariny, Medical Director , 
Army of the MississippL 

Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

Corinth^ Miss,^ October 24, 1862. 

Gei^cbrae : In anticipation of an engagement with the enemy on 
October 3, upon information derired from the Engineer Department I 
selected the large building recently constructed for a commissary depot 
as the place best protected by the nature of the ground and the safest 
for hospital purposes. The men furnished by the quartermaster worked 
expeditiously, and everything was prepared (medicines, instruments, 
cots, and buckets of water ready) some time before the first wounded 
man was brought in. It became evident in a short time that the build- 
ing, although a very large one, would be altogether too small for their 
accommodation. According to your order, issued upon my recommend- 
ation, I then took possession of the Tishomingo Hotel, and, when it 
was full, of the Corinth House, as hospitals, preparations having been 
made in the morning for that purpose. All the surgeons worked faith- 
fully and diligently, and by 6 o’clock the wounded were aH comfortably 
disposed of and their wounds dressed. 

At 3 o’clock next morning I received your order to remove all the 
wounded to Camp Corral. By 6 a. m. they were all collected into the 
new hospital. The ambulances then went to the scene of action to 
bring oft those recently fallen. 

I am particularly indebted to Surg. J. L. Crane, medical director of 
Stanley’s division, who superintended the arranging and pitching of 
the tents, and to Surg. H. Wardner, medical director of Davies’ division, 
who received and disposed of the wounded as they arrived on both 
days. I found upon the railroad platform a large number of tents, 
which I took- possession of and used. The battle ceased just before 
noon, and by night all the wounded were under shelter, their wounds 
dressed, and provided with cots. 

I have to compliment all the surgeons for their kindness, energy, and 
indefatigable endurance. Surg. E. Winchester, Fifty-second Illinois 
Eegiment, in charge of the Corinth House ; Surg. P. A. Carpenter, 
Fife Iowa Eegiment, in charge of the Tishomingo Hotel, and Acting 
Assistant Surgeon Swaving, at the commissary building, remained until 
the last man and all the property had been loaded and sent to the newly 
selected hospital. 

The wounded, being thoroughly arranged and cared for, were turned 
over on Sunday morning, October 5, to the supervision of Surg. N. Gay, 
in charge of the general hospital. An ample supply of medical officers 
was left to take charge of them, and the surgeons of divisions and regi- 
ments, with one assistant to each regiment, reported back to their com- 
mands and joined in the pursuit of the enemy, which occupied from 
eight to ten days. 

I have to state that there was neglect on the part of the rebel surgeons 
for their wounded. The surgeon placed by Yan Dorn in charge of over 
100 wounded left at Eipley neglected to make out a requisition, although 
repeatedly urged to do so, with the assurance from myself that all the 
needed supplies should be delivered to him within forty-eight hours. 
Everything that has been called for from their large hospital at luka 
g.nd the other hospitals within our lines has been furnished them on 
12 R R— voii xvn 
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your order, except blankets, of wbicb our supply ran short. The bal- 
ance ■will be sent as soon as possible. 

It is due to Private H. Doup;ius<, Company A, Thirty-sixth Illinois, 
who acted as my orderly both in this battle and that at luka, to say 
that no man was exposed to more danger or could exhibit more bravery 
than he did in the performance of his duties. 

Herewith annexed is a statement of the number of killed, wounded, 
missing, and prisoners:* 



Officers. 

Non-commis- 
sioned officers. 

Privates. 

223 

1,450 

200 

37 

Killed 

32 ! 
86 

3 

60 

276 

12 

W ounded 

Missing 

Pnsoners ...... 

Total 



121 

348 

1,890 

Gxajid total 



2, 359 






The loss of the enemy, calculated j&'om the best sources of informa- 
tion within my reach, was 1,423 buried, 3,000 prisoners, including tiunr 
wounded left in our hands, and 5,000 wounded taken away and droi>pod 
by the road-side ; making 9,423 in all. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. CAMPBELL, 

Medical Director^ Army of the Mississi])pi. 
Maj. Gen. W. S. Roseorans, 

Commanding Army of the Mississippi. 


Ko. 5. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. David 8. Stanley ^ XJ. 8. Army^ commanding Second 
Division, including operations September 29-Octoher 12. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Army or the Miss., 
Camp near Corinth, Miss., October 13, 1802. 
Colonel : In detailing, for the information of the major-goneral com- 
manding, the part taken by the Second Division in the battle of Corintii, 

1 deem it proper to commence with September 29, when the First Bri- 
gade, ■ f foui '^y . . ' : ■ I!. (the Twenty-seventh, Thirty- 

^iiith, ■ ... and nii the batteries of Mauric (3 aiid 

Dees, the whole comma! .- •! j B'uller, marched from our camp 

at Jacinto to Eienzi. T!voi'\ Mdiig wjjs quiet this day at Rienzi, exce])tr 
ing some cavalry NkirMU'^liing in ilic direction of Booncvillo, and in t.he 
evening welearno<i \ \'i\\ a I'ort'c of. ino cavalry had i>enetrated to within 

2 miles of our position. 

Tlie 30th we remained in cam]), 'niding a reconnaissance, consisting 
of the (‘Mill and Six, v -riiii-d Ohio, under Maj. Z. S. Spaulding, 

to the Hatchie Crossing, 12 miles west. This force returned at 12 o’chx^k 
at night, bringing in 3 prisoners. The detachment met no enemy in 
force, nor had any been on 11m! vi.y. nn! •• iih-j.iinbn ;*tlm rals (3 assertions 
of (^lu* scouts. The pri'= 2 *^nr.'^ taken l)elojsged to the force which Br< 3 ck- 
inridge had d in l.ouisiana, and gave us the first positive in- 

* But see revised statement, p, 174. ' 
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formation that the forces of Price, Van Dorn, Yillepigue and Breckin- 
ridge had formed a junction at some point near Eipley. This evening 
orders were received to march the division through Kossuth to the 
Tuscumbia, and it was deemed advisable to send a part of Colonel 
Mower’s brigade, by way of Hatchie Bridge, to support a contemplated 
cavalry reconnaissance by Colonel Lee. The Eleventh Missouri was 
started at 9 p. m., and at daylight nest morning, October 1, Colonel 
Mower, with the Twenty-sixth and Eorty-seventh Illinois and Spool’s 
battery, followed. This force found no enemy. They marched 34 miles 
in twenty-four hours over a country almost destitute of water and 
came to the Tuscumbia very much fatigued. The First Brigade and the 
remainder of the Second, under my direction, reached the Tuscumbia 
on the evening of October 1. The enemy made a demonstration upon 
Kossuth this evening, but it appears they were nothing but light troops. 

The 2d the division rested in camp. Col. Kirby Smith being detached, 
with the Forty -third Ohio and part of the Eighth Wisconsin, to Kossuth. 
At midnight I received orders to move to Corinth, and at 7 o’clock in 
the morning the division was formed in parallel lines of battle, by bat- 
talions, in front of Whitfield’s house, excepting the Fifth Minnesota, 
which was left to guard the Tuscumbia Bridge. 

At 11 o’clock I moved, by order of the general commanding, chang- 
ing front forward on the left, resting the left of the line on Eedoubt D, 
and establishing communication with the division of General McKean. 
Shortly after I was called upon to sui)port the division of General Da- 
vies, which had been engaged some hours between the Mobile and Mem- 
phis Eailroad. The Second Brigade, Colonel Mower, was designated by 
the general commanding. These troops moved off promptly and with 
loud cheers, although sadly distressed for the want of water. This force 
consisted of the Twenty-sixth and Forty-seventh Illinois, the Eleventh 
Missouri, the Eighth Wisconsin, and Spoor’s battery. I accompanied the 
troops until fairly on the way to the scene of fighting, and intrusting 
them to Colonel Mower, as safe and more experienced than myself in 
battle, I returned to the other part of my command. This brigade was 
soon engaged in a fierce contest with the enemy and bore themselves 
wdth that gallantry they have always shown in battle. This fight was 
not under my observation, and I refer you to the report of Colonel 
Mower for particulars. The loss in officers and men shows how well 
they fought. Colonel Thrush fell in the action and many brave officers 
and men were killed and wounded. Mention hereafter will be made of 
this brave young colonel. The division of General Davies being still 
pressed back, I was ordered, about 5.30 p. ra., to support him -mih my 
whole divivsion. The men being almost famished for water. Colonel 
Du Bois and myself deemed it best to get them water before engaging 
them, and before this was accomplished the action had ended for the 
day, the enemy retiring beyond cannon-shot. The men were now re- 
freshed and prepared for the certain battle of the morrow morning. 

At 10 o’clock at night I relieved the division of General Da^es, and 
occupied, with two regiments of the Ohio brigade (t^ w 

Sixtv-third), the ground from the railroad cut to the Eedoubt Eobinett, 
and thence to the abatis on the right of the Chewalla road, the Eleventh 
Missouri in support. The Twenty-seventh and Thirty-ninth Ohio faced 
noith, looking over the fallen timber on the right of 
regiments of the Second Brigade were posted to the left of the Eedoubt 
Williams, facing west. The Fifth Minnesota had come up and was 
held in reserve in the town. The troops rested on their arms during 
the night, 
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About 3 o’clock in the morniug, October 4, the pickets of the Sixty- 
third Ohio captured a captain of artillery of the enemy • ^ ground 

to plant a battery. At 4 o’clock, it being* still quite dark, the enemy 
opened upon our position with four batteries at close range, one, iinng 
grape, being not more than 300 yards distant. The flight of shot mid 
shell and the crashing of houses was trying to our young soldiers, but 
they took it quietly, and fortunately, being under the crest of the ridge, 
met few casualties. At break of day Captain Williams and Lieutenant 
Eobinett opened upon the enemy’s batteries, and Lieutenant Lamberg, 
of the Third Michigan Battery, opening a flank fire, the enemy fled, 
leaving a gun and caisson. The Eirst TJ. S. Infantry captured the first 
and the Sixty- third Ohio the latter. At 8 o’clock in the morning 1 was 
ordered by the general commanding in person to throw out heavy lines 
of skirmishers on both sides of the Che wall a road and determine the 
position of the enemy. Light skii*mishing had been going on all the 
ii M. :.! .g. A force equal to two regiments was immediately pushed out, 
i ■ the right and Colonel Mower the left. I felt obliged 

t(. *.! ' ■:*. Mower on account of his experience and the impe-p-iTCi- 

of the reconnaissance. Major McDowell, Thirty-ninth Ohio, iri-i ;Ii 
immediate command of the skirmishers on the right, moving to the 
northwest, pushing back the enemy’s light troops. In less than half an 
hour our skirmishers were forced to recoil before the fire of the whole 
force of the enemy in line of battle. Colonel Mower’s horse was shot 
and he was prostrated by an ugly wound in the neck and taken prisoner. 
In a few moments the plan of the enemy was apparent. Three deep 
columns burst simultaneously from the wood north of Corinth and 
pushed rapidly for the position of the batteries. Captain Williams 
opened at once with his 30-pounder Parrotts and Captain Maurice 
added a destructive flank fire from the six guns of his field battery. 
The columns of the enemy pushed on, and the fate of the day hung in 
the balance until I saw the fine infantry of General Hamilton bearing 
down in determined front upon the enemy. At this instant I sent the 
Eifth Minnesota to attack the flank of the second column of the enemy 
counting from his right, and I am happy to bear testimony to the gal- 
lant fight of this little regiment, commanded by Colonel Hubbard. Eew 

: ‘ ■* the field did more effective killing than they. If they lost 

■ ■ on May 28 they have recovered them now. 

Should God spare me to see many battles I never expect to see a 
more grand sight than the battle-field presented at this moment. The 
enemy had commenced falling back from the town and batteries before 
our advancing infantry. The roll of musketry and the flash of artillery 
was incessant as the enemy tried in vain to form line under fire. As 
the smoke cleared up I can safely say I could see every fighting man 
on the field ; but we were not long left spectators of the ■■ ’ ' . ■■ 

skirmishers were driven in, and soon a line of battle of , ■ 

(jrowued the ridge oppo^iite us and commenced to pour a destructive 
musketry five upon ‘iu- Sixt \ -ihira, Eorty-third, and Twenlv-i^eveiiili 
Ohio Eegiments, the Eleventh Missouri, and the batteries of' Williams 
and Eobinett. 

I repaired to the Sixty-third Ohio Eegiment, and here testify to the 
veteran constancy exhibited by them until one-half their number was 
prostrated and 9 of their commissioned ofBcers out of 13 were killed 
or wounded. Col Kirby Smith and his adjutant (Heyl) were both shot 
down, and at this moment a column of the enemy. i;<ill.r'ii':v led, rushed 
down the road and planted their flag outside tUe'Min ii oi' .he Eedoubt 
Eobinett, 
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The two exposed regiments fell into temporary disorder; but, run- 
ning among them myself and bravely seconded by their officers, they 
were soon rallied and charged the enemy together. At the same in- 
stant the Eleventh Missouri and the Twenty-seventh Ohio rushed upon 
the enemy at a run without firing, and the hill was cleared in an in- 
stant, the enemy leaving the ditch and grounds covered with his dead 
and wounded. Many threw down their arms and called for quarter. 
The old soldiers of the First Infantry quit their cannon and picked up 
their old trusty muskets and prevented the enemy crossing the parapet 
with the bayonet. The enemy was repulsed and the fight was over. 
The acting brigadier- general (Eogers), who led the charge of the 
enemy, was dead near the ditch. Instant measures were taken to re- 
ceive another attack of the enemy should he be disposed to renew it ; 
but, excepting an occasional display of skirmishers advancing on us, 
nothing was seen of the enemy until his blowing up ammunition showed 
him in full retreat. The position I was obliged to occupy was one of 
great disadvantage, as the enemy had it in Ms power to deploy a long 
line of battle upon the crest opposite, having a concentric fire upon the 
very key of my position. Yet I could not form upon and occupy the 
ridge, since by so doing I would have been in the way of my own artil- 
lery fire, and if pushed back must have passed through a single defile. 

My men needed respite. For two days they had but a very scant 
allowance of water, and when the excitement of battle was over they 
lay down exhausted on the ground. 

I feel it a duty here to go outside my proper official report to pay a ^ 
last tribute to the gallant dead of my division. Among the first to fall 
in the battle of the 3d was Colonel Thrush, of the Forty-seventh Illinois, 
gallantly cheering on his men. Called from civil life to the battle-field, 
he had by his industry and intelligence mastered his new profession, 
and had formed a fine and gallant regiment. Personally he was en- 
deared to all who knew him. Soon in the battle of the 4th Col. J. L. 
Kirby Smith fell with a mortal wound. I have not words to describe 
the qualities of this model soldier or*to express the loss we have sus- 
tained in Ms death. The best testimony I can give to his memory is 
the spectacle I witnessed myself, in the very moment of battle, of stern, 
brave men weeping as children as the word passed, “Kirby Smith is 
dead.’’ By his side feU his constant companion and adjutant, accom- 
plished young Heyl. 

In my military family I suffered an irreparable loss in the death of 
Capt. W. D. Colman, assistant adjutant-general, a soldier by nature, a 
man of rare habits of industry and apiolicatiou, having one thought 
highly prized beyond all else, viz, duty. He had gone through all the 
battles from Yera Cruz to the city of Mexico to fall at last by the hands 
of his false countrymen. 

Inclosed please find lists of killed, wounded, and missing.* 

A special report will be made of the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and soldiers specially commended to the general commanding. A 
report of the pursuit of the enemy will also be forwarded. In my main 
report I take occasion to thank my brigade commanders, Colonels FuUer 
and Mower ; Colonel Sprague, Sixty-third Ohio ; Colonel Swayne, Forty- 
third Ohio ; Colonel Koyes, Thirty-ninth Ohio ; Colonel Hubbard, Fifth 
Minnesota; Major Spaulding, Twenty-seventh Ohio, and Major Weber, 
young and gallant; Major Gillmore, Twenty-sixth Illinois, and Colonel 
bobbins and Major Jefferson, Eighth Wisconsin ; Captains Maurice and 
Spoor, and Lieutenant Lamberg, commanding batteries. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 173. 
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To tlie members of my staff, SnrgeoD Crane, Captain Baker, acting' 
commissary of subsistence ; Lieutenant. Clierry, act;1n![>* assistant qnar- 
termaster, and Lieutenants Sinclair and Smiedel, iny aides, T e.\j)ress 
my Ki'atitiule for Ikeir hearty co-operation and arducas service durin,£^' 
the two days’ light. 

Yery respectfully submitted. 

D. S. STANLEY, 

Bruj. Ben., (Jomdfi. JSWond Dlrision^ Army of the Mississippi. 

Colonel JCennett, Chief of 


Headquarters Second Division, 

October 15, 18GU. 

Colonel ; Early in the afternoon of October 4, after the enemy were 
disco^^n■ed to be in retreat, it was announced that pursuit would be 
made. The order ol* march was received in the evening. My column 
was to support General McPherson’s brigade and General Davies’ di- 
vision was to follow me. Owing to the fatigued condition of my men 
and having to provide them with ammunition and rations 1 did not get 
off until 8 a. m. The guide a— ‘i:’" d .ne, much to my chagrin, did not 
know which road to take ai ■ fork of the Che walla road, but 

ffnally led off' on the right fork. This bronglit ns in less than a mile 
upon Hamilton’s column. 1 retraced my steps, and linding the guide 
knew nothing of the country J concluded to follow the beaten trail ol* 
the enemy and move toward the \-n::Mon;n]b\g plainly heard in tlie west. 
Taking the next left-hand fork of the road 1 moved west, and at a dis- 
tance of 4 miles from Corinth found that this road too (irossod to tlu^ 
south of the Memphis Eailroad. A countryman asserted solemnly that, 
no road north of the railroad led to Chewalla. 

The Iiouses, outhouses, tents, and barns lilled with badly-wounded 
men illustrated the destructive eff'ects of the two da.,vs’ fighting upon 
the enemy. A mile far! her 1 found my advance st(>i)ped by General 
McKean’s division, and attbe risk of being thought ijy])erei ilical I must 
say that 1 considered the inarch of General McKean exceedingly slow. 
Indeed the train accompanying the division was so long and cumber- 
some that any idea of making a successful i>ursiiit must at. ()n(*.e be 
dropped. 1 would here respectfully suggest to the general (‘uminaiul- 
iug the utter impossibility id ov, rtakiug a. flying army with divisions 
encumbered with wagon trains, and would in the same spirit re(*.oin- 
mend, should a like case occur, the allowance to each regiment be lim- 
ited to one ammunition wagon a.nd two ambulances. 1 will not say that< 
my division could have overtaken and engaged the enemy, but I will 
say that we (iould have aided Gimeral McPherson and driven t.he rear 
guard in quick time from their successive ■ 

The night of the r)th we en<*.a.mj)ed 2 mil - Tuscumbia. The 

. o'* the Gth wo crossed the Tuscumbia, and upon rvan-hing the 

• abundant evidence of the demoralization and hurry of the 
enemy, in il.. . in to give themselves up of numerous stragglers, 

and the abandonment of wagons, tents, camp equipage, caissons, mus- 
kets, &c. 

We reached the Hatchie at Crum’s Mill at 2 p. ra. and left at 1 a. m. 
on the mor’^mg of the 7th, reaching Sprites’, 3 miles north of Ripley, at 
10 p. m. The enemy made a small demonstration from the woods oii 
<)Ur left here at midnight, but ^scouring the woods with skirmishers, L 
found it was nothing but a small squad of light cavalry or perhaps 
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guerrillas. Staid in camp at Sprites’ on tlie 8th, and moved by the 
country road to Gurney’s, 4 miles east of Eipley, on the 9tb. 

On the 10th marched to Hatchie Crossing of Eipley and Eienzi road ; 
thence on a good by-road to the liTolin and Kossuth road, encamping 
at the Widow Wells’. The march from Hatchie to Widow Wells’ was 
in a drenching rain, and the night bivouac was very uncomfortable. 

On the 11th came to Tuscumbia Crossing, and the 12th to this camx-). 
We picked up stragglers each day, who were generally sent back to 
the nearest force, sometimes under guard; other times, when they had 
voluntarily come in, merely with a parole in pencil, always taking their 
description. My men marched well and straggled very little. The 
second day’s march out, as is usual with soldiers after battle and hard- 
ship, some disposition to pillage was shown, which was most summa- 
rily suppressed. 

The field officers of the regiments all seconded my efforts to keep order 
and prevent straggling, but I am pained to say I find too many com- 
pany commanders who are totally unconcerned as to whether their men 
march in ranks or go along the road like a flock of geese. 

The distance from the mill east of Hatchie Crossing to the intersec- 
tion of the Kolin and Kossuth road is 4J miles. I believe all the other 
roads and distances are well known. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

D. S. STANLEY. 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Second Divmon. 

Col. H. G. Kennbtt, Chief of Staff. 


No. 6. 

Beport of Col. John W. Fuller^ Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry., command- 
ing First Brigade. 

Hdqes. First Bum ., SEOoisn) Div., Army of the Miss., 

Corinth^ Miss., October 13, 1862. 

Lieutenant ; I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 
general commanding the Second Division, the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the recent battle of Corinth : 

At daylight on the morning of the 3d instant we moved from the 
Tuscumbia Creek, where it is crossed by the southerly road leading 
from Corinth to Kossuth, and marched to Whitfield’s house, formerly 
the headquarters of Major-General Grant. While halting here the 
Forty -third Ohio Infantry, Colonel Smith, and a section of the Third 
Michigan Battery, which had been sent to Kossuth the day before, re- 
joined the brigade. About noon we marched to the outer line of defenses 
on the westerly side of the town, resting our right near Battery D, the 
artillery placed in position to command the road leading from the west. 
An hour afterward we moved by our right flank until we covered Bat- 
tery E, and planted the artillery so as to command the approaches to 
that work. About 4 p, m. orders came to retire to a position near the 
Seminary, upon reaching which T gave orders at once to deploy into 
line. Before this was fully executed we were again ordered to move to 
a point near to Battery Williams, and again to proceed to the space 
between the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad and the earthwork next easterly 
from that road. Forming line upon the crest, with our right resting 
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near the work referred to, we stacked arms, expecting to defend that 
position. After the troops were here supplied with water and rations 
(a precaution on the part of the commanding general of inestimable 
importance) w'e were again in motion, and, crossing the Mobile and 
Ohio Kailroad, were soon occiinynig a position in front of Battery Will- 
iams, from which General Davies’ command was then being withdrawn. 
The general commanding the division placed the Forty -third Ohio (Col. 
J. L. iC. Sip.irh) in position near the crest of the ridge fronting to the 
\vest, the right of the regiment resting near Battery Eobiuett, while 1, 
in accordance with his instructions, formed the line fronting to the 
north as follows: The Sixty- third Ohio (Col. J. W. Sprague) with left 
resting near the road which passes Battery Eobinett, distant about 30 
yards from the battery; the Twenty-seventh Ohio (Maj. Z. S. Spauld- 
ing) next on the right of the Sixty-third, and the Thirty-nintli Ohio 
(Col. A. W. Gilbert^ In^ldh.g the right of our line. The general having 
directed me to look well r{) Vhe guard, as soon as the line was formed I 
ivent to the outpost, when I learned that the guard of General Davies’ 
division had been withdrawn ; also that immediately afterward the 
enemy’s pickets advanced to the edge of the woods, and had already, 
iiom the point where the road leads into the forest, fired with fatal effect 
upon the small squad of dismounted cavalry vrhich occupied the road 
leading thence to our position. I immediately sent two (‘ompai'.ios of 
the Sixty-third Ohio to hold this road, with orders to press as far toward 
the woods as possible. The night prevented my seeing with what force 
the enemy held the w^oods, and thinking it hazardous to move a small 
force along this road into the W’oods to be there deployed, I ordered 
Major Spaulding, Twenty-seventh Ohio, to deploy a line of skirmishers 
immediately in front of our lines, with instructions’ to creep cautiously 
through the talleu timber, and, if possible, to gain and hold the edge 
of the woods. The skirmishers were not strong enough to gain the 
woods, but they held a position from which they reifiied effectively to 
the enemy’s sharpshooters during the morning, firing no less than 70 
rounds per man. 

The guard iu l-he road succeeded during the night in . ■! | .'i- 

onerof Captain Tobin (and his bugler), who hadifiant- •: Iil- 
within 200 yards of our position, and who when captured was making 
a reconnaissance along the road leading from the woods. After day- 
light a portion of this guard, under Captain Brown, Sixty-third Ohio, 
crept ui) to the edge of the forest and captured and brought into our 
lines a caisson, with 4 horses attached, and soon after the James gun 
to which it d w as drawn in by a squad of the First IT. S. Infantry, 

from Battery l - i oi i : , ■ i . 

Between 3 and 4 o’clock in the morning the enemy’s guns in front 
of our position sounded the reveille, which instantly aroused the entire 
command. Shot, shell, grape, and canister were poured over the en- 
tire field with great rapidity, but, owiug to the aXorded by 

the gvuuml occupied, we suffered comparatively Captain 

W guns sullenly responded, and the moment that the light en- 
abled him to aim with precision the enemy withdrew his 

batteries. 

About 0 or 10 a. m. three companies were detailed, under command 
of Moj. H. T. McDowell, Thirty-ninth Ohio, with orders to deploy as 
skirmishers, and, ro v ^vith those already advanced, to push 

forward into the ■ ■■■;'«■ ;...| ascertain whether the enemy was there in 
sirciigth. This deployment was made under the personal direction of 
1 he general commanding the division, and the skirmishers, soon after 
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reaching the woods, were driven back by the enemy, who was already 
forming his column for the assault. As the indications increased that 
the enemy would soon attack us I moved the whole line, which faced 
the north, a little to the left, so as to bring the Sixty-third Ohio close 
to the ditch surrounding the battery, the left (two companies of the 
Sixty-third) crossing and occupying the road. 

At about 11 o’clock, while in Battery Eobinett, I saw the enemy ap- 
Ijroaching through the woods in four close columns — one moving down 
the road, one to the west of it and moving nearly parallel with it, and 
two others on the easterly side of the road. I afterward learned that the 
column in the road was the Sixth Texas, their left column the jNinth 
Texas, and the others Arkansas regiments, whose numbers I failed to 
get, the four regiments being the brigade of General Phifer. Immedi- 
ately in their rear, and supporting General Phifer, was the brigade of 
Colonel Moore. As soon as I saw the movement I ordered Col. J. L. 
E. Smith to change his front forward, to better protect the battery. 
Thinking the enemy’s column, if resolute, would be sure to break the 
line of the Sixty- third Ohio where it was so greatly exposed, I ordered 
the Eleventh Missouri (Major Weber) to a position directly in rear of 
the Sixty -third and distant not more than 25 yards, and directed Major 
Weber, in case the Sixty-third gave way, to rise up and charge the en- 
emy at a double-quick, and to be particular not to fire a shot until he 
saw the backs of the enemy. 

Directly after running along the line of the Sixty-third and Twenty- 
seventh Eegiments I cautioned the men to hold their fire until the en- 
emy should be close upon them. When the column in the road (which 
moved more rapidly than the others) had approached within 100 yards 
of our line the Sixty-third and some of the left companies of the Twenty- 
seventh opened fire upon it. The head of the column almost instantly 
disappeared and the rear recoiled rapidly to the edge of the woods. It 
was immediately reformed, and, strengthened by another regiment, 
again advanced to the assault with great gallantry. The Sixty-third 
Ohio, which had already suffered greatly from a cloud of sharpshooters, 
seemed the principal target for the enemy, and almost immediately its 
ranks were so riddled and broken that I could see the enemy’s column 
as well as if their line had never intervened. Eine out of 13 line officers 
had fallen, and, with half their number killed or wounded, the regiment 
fell back to the rear to reform. 

At this moment the Eleventh Missouri sprang to their feet and re- 
ceived a volley, which, for the instant, staggered them. The next they 
pressed forward with heroic gallantry, and the Twenty-seventh Ohio, 
whose left had fallen back slightly, joining in the movement and unit- 
ing their flanks, the two regiments rushed in splendid style upon the 
enemy, instantly routing him and driving him in utter confusion from 
the field, which was thickly strewn with his dead and wounded. A 
large number were immediately made prisoners, while others, secreting 
themselves in the fallen timber and unable to escape, were brought in 
squads to our lines, whence ah were sent to the guard near Battery 
Williams. From the best information I can obtain, after diligent in- 
quiry, I estimate the number at about 200. 

During the movements just described on the right of Battery Eobi- 
nett the Forty-third Ohio engaged the enemy on the left of that work. 
Thrown into momentary disorder by the fall of their colonel and ral- 
lied by the efforts of Lieutenant-Colonel Swayne and the general com- 
manding the division, they' successfully reprised that column which 
marched west of the road and shot every rebel who showed his head 
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above tlie ])arapet of tlie fort or attempted to enter through the ein- 
brasureis. 

I must not omit to mention the hand-to-hand fight which occurred 
between portions of the Mnth Texas and Twenty-seventh Ohio. As 
the Ninth Texas approached our line, and when distant not more than 
6 or 8 yards, Orrin B. Gould, a private of Company G, Twenty-seventh 
Ohio, shot down the Texas color-bearer, who was marching at the liead 
of the column. Seeing the colors fall, young Gould, with others, sprang 
forward to secure them, when a rebel officer sang out to his men, Save 
the colors,^^ and at the same time put a bullet into the breast of Gould. 
The young hero was not to be intimidated, however, and bore away the 
rebel flag in triumph. 

About 1 p. m. the rebels again showed themselves in force in front 
of our position, a little to the left of the ground from which their column 
moved upon us, whereupon I ordered Captain Maurice, 

Light Battery F, Second U. S. Artillery, to plant two 12-pounder how- 
itzers near and to the west of Battery Eobinett. Two companies of the 
Eleventh Missouri were placed in the ditch surrounding the fort, and 
the Ti ;*-,;. Ohio (Lieutenant-Colonel Noyes), moving by their left 
flank, was formed in rear of the battery, the right wing facing to the 
north and the left to the west. It was a source of regret to me and a 
disappointment to the officers and men that this splendid rcgimciu had 
no opportunity to show the rebels their power. 

Inasmuch as the batteries bch^i'ging to this brigade were ordered 
away, and I remained unadvised of the position assigned them, I am 
unable to speak of the part taken by them in the action. Fortunately 
I learned the whereabouts of Captain Maurice when his howitzers wore 
needed, and I hear the conduct of the battery spoken of in such flat- 
tering terms by officers upon whom I rely that I fee] proud to know 
that it is a part of this command. I doubt not the chief of artillery will 
do full justice to that and to the other battery of this brigade. 

In the disposition of troops, as well as in other matters herein reierred 
to, 1 followed carefully and minutely the instructions I had received 
fi'om the general commanding the division, excepting when the sud- 
denness of the enemy^s movements gave me no opportunity to refer to 
him. In these instances I did not hesitate to give such orders as I 
deemed necessary. 

To the officers ('JUiHicnuling regiments no small share of praise is due 
for the brilliant victory which was won. Col. J. L. K. Smith, the most 
accomplished oflicer in the brigade. Tell at the head oL* his icgimcmt 
while giving his commands as if at parade, and Lientenant-Colonel 
Swayne, .s-Niirn’iig ■'■ommand under the most trying circumstances, soon 
restored 1 1 i-r .n m regimeiii, and fought it with the utmost gallantry. 
Col. J. W. whose regiment had the most exposed position, 

stood at his post (duiciliig on his men when two-thirds of his officers 
and half of his command had fallen, and in an incredibly short space 
of time reformed his men and brought them again into line. Colonel 
Gilbert, thrown from his horse before the assault was made, left his 
]'t*ginient in command of Lieutenant-Colonel Noyes, an officer who is as 
efficient and faithful as he is brave and determined. Maj. Z. S. Spauld- 
ing, the only field officer with the Twenty-seventh, commanded with 
marked ability, checking the enthusiasm of the men until the pinper 
moment, and pressing them forward when the enemy were in a situa- 
tion to be crushed. 

Major Weber, commanding the Eleventh Missouri, though not at- 
tached to this brigade, fought under my command during the action, 
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and displayed so much of the trae soldier and handled his regiment 
with so much skill that I should do injustice to my own feelings did I 
fail to speak of him in this connection. He is doubtless one of the best 
officers in this division, and deserves great praise for his conduct during 
the battle. 

I should not close this report without acknowledging my obligations 
to Oapt. W. H. Lathrop, of my staff, whose coolness and good judg- 
ment rendered him of very great assistance to me ; nor to Oapt. 0. W. 
Dustan, my assistant adjutant-general, whose promptness in the execu- 
tion of orders and whose gallant bearing met my hearty approval. 
The mounted orderlies (detailed fi*om the Thirty-sixth Illinois), two of 
whom were wounded and two of whose horses were shot during the 
action, also deserve especial thanks for their soldierly conduct. 

The following statement of casualties* will show that, though the ac- 
tion was short, the victory was not gained without a desperate strug- 
gle ; 
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Our rejoicings over the result are mingled with bitter grief as we 
think of the brave hearts which have ceased to beat. The Forty-third 
Ohio has been signally afflicted. Ool. J. L. K. Smith, who died this 
afternoon, enjoyed not only the confidence and esteem of every officer 
of this command, but was respected and beloved by the whole army. 
The loss of Captain Spangler is one which his regiment will long and 
deeply feel, and in First Lieutenant Heyl, adjutant of the regiment, 
has passed away one of the most genial, faithful, and useful officers of 
this brigade. The Sixty-third Ohio mourns the loss of Captain Mc- 
Fadden, who died a patriot’s death, fearlessly discharging his duty. The 
Twenty-seventh Ohio in First Lieut. H. A. Webb lost one of the most 
able and valuable officers on its rolls. Enduring physical powers, an 
iron will, a clear head, and a cultivated intellect rendered him pecu- 
liarly useful to the service, and gave promise of prominence and great 
influence in the future. Nor shall we soon forget the brave men in the 
ranks who fought and fell on October 4. Their comrades will cherish 
their memory, and when gathered around the camp-fires will often re- 
peat the story of theii‘ heroism, and our country will remember with 
pride their glorious achievements. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 

JOHN W. FULLEE, 

Colonel Twenty-seventh Ohio, Commanding First Brigade. 

Lieut. W. H. SiNOLAm, 

Aetg. Asst. Adjt Gen., Second JDiv., Army of the Miss. 

^ But se^ revised statement, p. 173, 
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B^ort of Maj, Zefhaniah S, Spaulding^ T'lcenty-fie'oenth Ohio Infantry 
eluding ojyeratiom Octobet* 3-9. 

Headquarters Twenty- seventh Ohio Infantry, 

In the Meld^ near Ripley, Miss., October 9, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that this regiment left camp 
on Tuscumbia River on the morning of Friday, the 3d instant, and 
marched with the brigade to a point about 1 J miles from Corinth and 
inside the outer line of defenses. From here we were marched to what 
was formerly known as Battery D, where we took position as support 
to Maurice’s battery, and remained for several hours, when we retired 
into the town past the Seminary, and formed our line on the north side 
of the place. During the night we changed our position to one in front 
and on the right of the northwest defenses of Corinth, and 1 was ordered 
to form my line on the right of what is known as Battery Eobinett. 

At 1 a. m. of the 4th instant I sent Company B, under command of 
First Lieutenant Bryan, as skirmishers into the woods, about 400 yards 
to the front, where they remained, doing good execution, until driven 
back by a heavy force of the enemy about 11 o’clock. At 9 a. m. I sent 
Company A, First Lieutenant Sawyer commanding, out as skirmishers, 
who were driven back at the same time. At thiyliglit a rebel battery 
in the woods in front of us opened a heavy fire, most of their shots 
going over us, but from which we had 1 man killed and 3 wounded. 
About 11 o’clock a heavy force of the enemy appeared in our front, 
driving in our skirmishers and evidently intending to charge upon our 
battery. They advanced upon us in four columns by the fiank, one of 
which, headed by the Kinth Texas, came forward in the direction of the 
left wing of this regiment. I ordered my men to hold their fire until 
the enemy came within short range, and screen themselves as much as 
possible by means of the brush in front of them. As the enemy came 
up the hill the Twenty-seventh poured into . ?. fire, advanc- 
ing as they did so until it became almost a . ...iii conflict. At 

this time the Sixty-third Ohm, upon our left, was forced back, and 1 
found my left and rear was being r -h I therefore ordered my 

left to fall back, which they did in i until they formed a line 

with the Eleventh Missouri, just brought up to take the place of the 
Sixty-third Ohio, and together we charged over the brow of the hill, 
driving the enemy in great confusion and with great loss. Coming in 
range of our own guns from the fort I now ordered my regiment to 
halt, and the engagement, as far as we were concerned, was practically 
ended. 

During the engagement our loss amounted to 9 killed, including 1 
commissioned ofiicer (First Lieutenant Webb, of Company O); 47 
wounded, including 2 commissioned officers (Captain Lynch and Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Young, both of Company G), and 6 missing, whom I 
have reason to believe are prisoners. 1 forward a complete list with 
my port.* 

Saturday night my men slept on their arms upon the field, and Sun- 
day morning marched with the brigade in pursuit of the enemy. This 
pursuit was kept up until Tuesday night, when we bivouacked about 5 
miles from Ripley. 

Wednesday morning I was ordered out on a reconnaissance, under 


* Embodied in revised statement, p, 173. 
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Lieutenant-ColoDel Swayne, of the Forty-third Ohio, and proceeded to 
a ])oint on the road from Eienzi to Eipley about miles from the latter 
place. Five companies of this regiment were used as skirmishers upon 
this occasion, but found no trace of the enemy, save four stragglers from 
the rebel army, whom they captured. The same evening we returned 
to our former bivouac and joined the brigade. 

During the entire engagement and march my officers and men be- 
haved with great credit and to my entire satisfaction, saving a very 
few instances, which I have not as yet had the time and occasion to 
examine. 

I am, captain, with respect, your obedient servant, 

Z. S. SPAULDING, 

MajoTy Commanding. 

Capt. W. H. Lathrop, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.y &c.y First Brig,y Second Fiv. 


No. 8. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Edward F. NoyeSy Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry^ 
including operations October 3-8. 

Headquarters Thirty-ninth Ohio Eehiment, 
Campy near Ripley y Miss.y October 9, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Thirty- 
ninth Ohio Eegiment in the military operations in and near Corinth, 
Miss., from the 3d to the 8th instant inclusive : 

On the 3d the regiment marched under orders from place of bivouac, 
near Kossuth, to Corinth, arriving in Corinth about 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon. Our men having marched without water during the day, 
it was deemed expedient to (£aw in wagons enough to satisfy immediate 
necessities. Before all were supplied the evening was so far advanced 
as to preclude the possibility of engaging the enemy until the next morn- 
ing. During the night the Thirty-ninth Ohio Eegiment was posted on 
the right of the First Brigade, General Stanley’s division, on the Purdy 
road, west of Corinth, and at daybreak on the morning of the 4th the 
enemy, who had planted a battery under cover of the night within 150 
yards of our lines, commenced shelling our position. A rapid fire was 
kept up until our own batteries, assisted by the infantry, drove the 
rebels from their guns. About 9 a. m. two companies of this regiment 
(A and K) were sent to our front, north of Purdy road, and deployed 
as skirmishers, under Major McDowell, of the Thirty-ninth Ohio, who 
had been detailed to command the . skirmishers of lie brigade. They 
advanced into the woods, discovered the enemy in force, and were imme- 
diately fired upon along the whole line. Soon the Confederate columns 
were observed moving in a southeasterly direction from the woods 
toward the town, and two brigades advanced to charge the battery 
which the Ohio brigade was posted to support. The Thirty-ninth Ohio 
was ordered to look well to the right, and to be prepared for an attempt 
by the enemy, then near the town, to turn our right flank, but the other 
regiments of the brigade, being hard pressed by the greatly superior 
force attacking them, this regiment was ordered to move by the flank 
to the left, to support the Twenty- seventh, Forty-third, and Sixty-third 
Ohio Eegiments. We accordingly took position with our right wing 
fronting to tibe noirtb OW wing at right angles to itj fronting 
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tlie west, and we so remained during the day. The line of our skir- 
mishers, when the engagement became general, being covered by the 
cross-fire of the battery in our rear, which was working against the 
columns of the enemy approaching the town, Major McDowell withdrew 
them and ordered them to rejoin t^'^ The skirmishers did 

good service, keeping a rapid and * . •■ ■■ fire upon the columns 

of the enemy, massed within easy range of their lines. The rebels, 
being repulsed with terrible loss on all sides, fell back. During the 
night companies G and D of this regiment, with others of the brigade, 
under Major McDowell, were sent out to discover the position of the 
enemy, who was found to have made a precipitate retreat, leaving his 
dead and wounded upon the field. 

Early in tho monlr.g of the 5th we commenced the pursuit. Biv- 
ouacked that O' Line road, near Ohewalla. 

On the 6th marched to Crumbs Mill, on the Hatchie, and on the 7th to 
a point northeast of Eipley, and 5 miles distant, where we lay upon our 
arms during the night, the enemy being : ^'ar. 

On the 8th, with the Twenty- seventh ' -third Ohio, made 
reconnaissance to a ridge 4 miles east of Ripley, where the enemy had 
boasted that he would make a stand, but we found no hostile force.’*' 

I am, captain, very respectfiillj^, your obedient servant, 

EDW. E. STOYES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Commanding* 

Capt W. H. Lathrop, 

Acting Assistant AdjutaM- General* 


No 9, 

E^ort of Lieut, CoL Wager t^wayne. Forty-third Ohio Infantry. 

HdQRS. EORa'Y-TlHRD OhIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Near Ridley ^ Miss,^ October 9, 1862. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this command in the recent battle of Corinth : 

The regiment, in command of Col. J. L. Eirby Smith, moved from 
Kossuth on the morning of the Sdinstant, and, the brigade at 

the crossing of the Tuscumbia, reached Corinth at sundown. The same 
evening we took position in line, facing northwest, ?^long the crest of a 
ridge, conoccMiig a ’r — r- half a mile rov-r *,i Corinth, and 

known to us as Batt€ : j 'A . , ■ ^ with a smaller one, distant about the 

length of our line, and known to us as Battery Eobinett. We remained 
in line ihr night and throughout the action of the next day. At 

4 a. m. / iu i-i b.iotery of the enemy took position a few hundred yards 
to our right and slightly in our rear, and opened fire, which was chiefly 
directed at the two earthworks between which we lay. The fire con- 
tinued until daylight, r’':!'! v which time we lost 2 men killed and 10 
wounded. Between i' and 10 a. m. our wounded were increased 
to 18 by the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, in trees near the 

position which his battery had occupied at v\\ hour. At tlie 

time of the general attack, toward noon, the enemy advaiiu^ed in great 
force, nearly in the direction of our line, Tipon the lesser earthwork on 
our right. Our front was immediately changed forward on first com- 


* NomiDal list of casualties here omitted ia embodied in revised statement, p. 173. 
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pany, so as to afford us more direct range. At this moment the regi- 
ment suffered most severely. Colonel Smith fell, dangerously shot 
through the head ; Adjutant Heyl Tras mortally wounded in the bowels, 
and Oapt. J. M. Spangler, Company A, was instantly killed by a ball 
through the head. Fire was kept up ui)on the enemy during and after 
the execution of the movement until the head of his column had gained 
the xjarapet and opened fire on our-rear fi?om the opposite side of the 
earthwork on our right. The regiment was then moved slightly to the 
left and the right thrown back, so as to fire into the battery and meet 
the enemy in the new direction. This movement was attended with 
confusion, which was promptly checked on the api^earance and by the 
efforts of General Stanley, The enemy was driven from the parapet, 
the right advanced into the battery, and the advance of the enemy on 
the right of the battery being meanwhile repulsed, our left was again 
thrown forward and assisted in driving the enemy into the woods. He 
made no further demonstration against that part" of our lines. 

The behavior of the regiment was under your own inspection. I am 
proud to state that not one of the officers thus suddenly left to my com- 
mand failed to do his duty with alacrity. I should do injustice if I 
omitted to mention the valuable services of Major Herrick after the 
irreparable loss of our commanding officer. 

Colonel Smith was wounded while displaying the utmost gallantry. 
We are permitted to hope that he t^I recover. Captain Spangler and 
Lieutenant Heyl fell in the courageous discharge of duty. Capt. S. F. 
Timmons and Lieuts. L. McClaren, H. S. Prophet, and A. L. Howe being 
wounded bore up without a murmur. 

Our loss was 16 killed and 74 wounded, embracing many of our best 
and bravest.** The grief for the fallen is tempered by their honorable 
death, and our sympathy for the wounded is heightened by the knowl- 
edge that their hearts are in the cause. 

WAGEE SWAYHE, 
LieiUenant-Colonelj Commanding. 

Capt. W. H. Latheop, 

Acting Assistant Adjuta^iP General. 


Ko. 10. 

Report of GoL Jolm W. Sprague^ Bixty-tliird Ohio Infantry^ including 
operations October 3-9, 

Hdqrs. Sixty-thied Eeut. Ohio Yol. Iotantet, 

First Bsia., Second Div., Aemy of the Miss., 
Rear Ripley, Miss., October 9, 1862. 
Captain : I have the honor to report that nine companies of my com- 
mand (Company D, Captain Fonts, being on detached duty), consisting 
of 275 men, left camp near Tuscumbia Eiver about 3 a. m. on the 3d in- 
stant and marched to Corinth during the morning, distant about 6 miles. 
Our position was changed several times. In the evening we rested near 
the fort north of Major-General Eosecrans’ headquarters. About 10 
o’clock at night I was ordered to take position immediately on the right 
of, the field redoubt (armed with three 20-pounder Parrott guns) in front 
and to the left of Captain Williams’ fort and headquarters. On the left 
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of the first-named work was the Forty-third Ohio and on ray right were 
theTws''-iVy-’ " -r-r.ri and Thirty-ninth Ohio Eegiments. Soon after tak- 
ing thi< ^ .mpanies B and G-, commanded by Oapt. 0. E. Brown 

and Lieutenant Browning, were sent out on the Ohewalla road to the 
north and west from Corinth. 

During the night Captain Brown captured Captain Tobin, of Tobin’s 
(Tennessee) battery, and his bugler, and brought them in. They were 
sent forward to the headquarters of General D. S. Stanley. 

Captain Brown heard the enemy near his position planting a battery, 
and at about 4 a. m. fired several volleys, it is believed with good effect. 
Almost immediately after the enemy opened fire from their battery 
planted in our front, distant less than 300 yards. During the 
several of my men were wounded by the fire from this battery and by 
the enemy’s also posted in the woods in front. 

About 10 a. m. the enemy’s columns were seen emerging from the 
woods into the partially open ground in our front. My men were kept 
lying down until the enemy had advanced to within 50 yards of omr 
position. Our fire was then delivered with such effect as to check their 
advance ; but they v .■ ed on, again checked, and forced to 

retire, leaving the „ , covered with dead and wounded. 

They again advanced after a short inter\^al and opened a furious fire 
upon us. At the same time a column of the enemy charged the redoubt 
immediately on my left and advanced in strong force in front. The fire 
to which my regiment was exposed at this time was terrific and deadly. 
Soon the enemy on my left had advanced so far as to pour an (inrihv.ling 
fire along nearly the whole line of my regiment. My left was thrown 
back slightly to meet this assault, and our fire was delivered with such 
effect upon the enemy, who had reached the ditch of the redoubt men- 
tioned, as to nearly fill the ditch with their dead and wounded. Every 
officer and man of my command seemed to put forth superhuman exer- 
tions to hold our position, but no troops could long stand against such 
unequal odds pouring a fire upon front and flank. 

Out of 13 line officers 9 were killed or wounded and 46 per cent, of 
my whole force had shared the same fate, to say nothing of the number 
necessaiily detailed to carry off the wounded. 

As evidence of the deadly fire to which my left was exposed 1 may 
state that 53 per cent, was either killed or wounded, and not an olHcor 
left except Captain Brown. My left wing and center fell back at my 
order and were gallantly replaced by the Eleventh Missouri Volun- 
teers. In less than ten minutes 135 rf my were formed in 

the front line in good order and there : .•* ■ ■. .1 •! the balance of 

the day and through the following nigh,, 'i.. , ‘ was over and 

a most brilliant victory won. 

I need not attempt to describe the fierce assault and murderous fire 
to which my command was exposed, either to General Stanley, com- 
manding the division, or to Colonel Fuller, the brigade, 

for the fighting of my regiment was in their ■ u:'- . presence and 
many of my men fell fighting bravely within an arm’s umgth ol' rliem. 

T cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the officers and men 
under my command. Capt. Frank T. Gilmore, Company A, was never, 
I believe, excelled by any young officer for efficiency and daring. When 
the enemy commenced the principal infantry attack he was in front, 
with his company deployed as skirmishers. "The fierceness of the as- 
sault forced hdm to retire around the right of the 
Eegiment, and thus regain his position in line, which ..«■ -nJ .i. 
quick, miYmg in time to open fire with the balance of the regiment, 
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T'ro'.^n, Company Bj,on tine extreme, left, I should hj^ve before 
V. rir Mii’i with 12 men and. brought iu one of the enemy’s cais- 
;i >h;!rp hre. He was cool and daring during the whole 
ng'hi. Oapu (''Ijristophcr E. Sniirii, Comjiaiiy C, was severely wounded 
in the leg,, but roiiiM-d lo go to rho rear until the fight 'was over and 
the victory won, I display ed rare gallantry a.nd nbiliry. Capt. George 
W. Fitzsimous and l-itMir. Williaan H. Cherry, Company E. were both 
wounded, but fought bravely to the end. First- Lieut. ‘jSTesbit Qomlv, 
commanding Company F,.was stunned by a. blow on th§ head, but 
joined again in the fight almost immediately. Lieut. John W. Brown- 
ing, commanding Company G, was wounded three times before leaving 
the field. Cai)t. Oscar L. Jackson^ompany H, a young officer of great 
promise, was severely, and it is feared mortally, wounded. He held 
his company in perfect order until two-thirds of his men were killed 
or wounded. First Lieut. William Cornell, commanding Company I, 
was perfcclly cool, and, exhibited th^ finest qualities of an oflioei,’ dur- 
ing the entire day. Second Lieut, JainesX-. Gilmore, of same company, 
received a painful wound in the hip, but insisted that the more severely 
\\oiiiuh‘d -Nltould be cared for first. His conduct ^nring the fight was 
mo^i, gallant. First ;Lieut..W. 'W. Company C, behaved with 

coolness and bravery during the fight: “ Capt. James McFadden, Company 
Ki jUst promoted, an earnest and intelligent officer, by his coolness and 
daring, exercised an almost singular control over iiis men. ' He fell 
mortally wounded^ dying the death ofi^ipatriot and brave man. ■ Second 
Lieut. S. W. Cunningham, behaved bravely and well. .. He was severely 
wounded iii the face. Capt. Otis W. Pollock, acting adjutant^ rendered 
efibetive and gallant service during the day. Assist. Surg. A. B. Mona- 
haji, acting surgeon, was knocked froth -Ms horse m the-moming by a 
piece of sb(;li stj'iking him near the eye. < He soon recovered from the 
fcjhockj iind'when I visited the hospitals at 9 o’clock in the evening I 
foundof the Qfi of .my wounded that had been broughtinevery one had 
been dressed, laid upon cots, aajd tenderiyl cared for b j him. Acdhg 
Assistant Surgeons. Marsh aiid Arndld were Ordered to report to me on 
the field. I Aid not see them, md do not know What services they' ren- 
dered. First Lieut. Holly Skinne^v^pegimentalquartermaster^ -rendered 
most, eflective service during the. days.manied. ini this report On the 
day of the battle he was frequenfiyiirider.fihe,.and wherfever duty called 
him he w:as found. . CJiaplain Benjamin Sti*Jaines Fry deser^^es especial 
mention foi\hik'zealQus and inteUigentJeffiorts in providing comforts and 
caring for the' woundedi His' labors have didy .baOnrlimited by the 
imwws of his physical endurance.,* r ^ - v n t 

-ilf . space permitted I should be glad* to 'mention" by name the dead 
and the living non-coiuiuissioiied officers and pri\-atcs who distin- 
guished ' themselves > tor gallantry ■ Mt 'soldierly ^ bearing during : the 
.battle.^^^ ‘ i j -- 

, Early on the naormngof the Sthiiiista&iti I joined. With 'my command 
in the pursuit ;o£-Vah B-om dndlPriclefsianiEiieSs^ m&rohedftfi miles, '^nd 
bivouacked: nea£niWddowWrighit’s'.i-‘’i d> j" ^ ft/j 

.^Qh thedtheantmuedthe pteuit^mpit5hing'i6'mfieiS,’andrbivQuacked 
at ©rnin?i 3 ;.Milh -rThe road' was ^slhewffiwittL-afnis, amfiiujmtion, caipp 
equipage,' wa^ohsj &c., showing ‘thai^lhe armies Of. tfa^i enemy were 
perffictly; stampeded. r 

On the' 7th again Kin pursuit before' dayhght^'pifan^^ 
Jonesb^dohgiiyandlate at night reached a pbihtnfegfril&lplfeyx' f li » (»r 
I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of the killed, wounded, 
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and Diisaiug.* Being ordered in pursuit so soon after the battle pre- 
vents me from making it as complete and full as I could have wished. 
The result shows 24 killed, 105 wounded (8 mortally), and 3 missing, 
or 48 per cent, of the entire number taken into action. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. SPEAGUE, 


Capt. W. H. Lathbop, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Colonel, • no 


NTo. 11. 

Report of Lieut, Carl A, Lamberg, Third Michigan Battery^ ineluding 
operations October 3-9. 

Headquarters Third Miohig-an Battery, 
Gamp near Bipley, Miss,^ October 9, 1862. 

Sir ; In compliance with orders I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the battery under my command and the part which 
it assumed in the action of the 4th instant at Corinth, Miss. ; 

On the morning of Octobers the battery, with a section of the Eighth 
Wisconsin Battery, under Lieutenant McLean, temporarily attached to 
my command, marched with the First Brigade, Second Bivisiou, Ai*my 
of the Mi-ssissippi, Ool. J. W. Fuller commanding, toward Corinth, and 
took position fronting southwest of the town. After remaining a sliort 
time in this position the battery was again ordered forward, and en- 
tered the town about sundown and parked for the night north of the 
Memphis and Charleston Eailroad depot. 

About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th the enemy commenced 
shelling the town, and threw several shells in the battery, without caus- 
ing loss or damage. I marched the batter\ I- s? ashortdistanci^ 

to the right and halted, whereupon I was w.*dr.\-,. position by Lien- 
tenant-Golonel Lothrop, chief of artillery, in rear of General Eosecran s’ 
headquarters, fronting west, one Ohio battery on my right and thc’i 
Memphis and Charleston Eailroad on my left. Seeing the enemy’s 
skirmishers in the woods in my front, I commenced firing about 8 a. ni.^ 
pM shelled the above-named woods about ten minutes, whereupon th(\y 
disappeared, without giving me any reply. Later in the day a large 
force of the enemy appeared, advancing on my right and front, when 1 
again opened fire, driving them back into the wood j but they soon re- 
appeared in greater force, advancing toward the battery, and 1 
the order for canister in double-shot. The enemy continued to advance.. 
The infantry on the right of the Ohio battery broke 5 the Ohio Bat- 
tery limbered up and retreated, leaving my right flank nnpro^-' and 
the battery entirely without support. The enemy now i'i’i::- w ii Inn 20 
yards of my battery, I ordered limber to the rear (the firing ii.nl eontin- 
ued for about half an hour), and retired to the street in ficont of General 
Eosecrans’ headquarters, when I was ordered by Bngnfliei -General 
Davies to take a position on the south side of the M hm.: Charles- 

ton Eailroad, which I did. From there I was, ;ig:iin ordered by Lieuten- 
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ant-Oolonel Lothrop, chief of artillery, to return to my former position, 
in the rear of G-eneral Eosecrans’ headquarters. When I had resumed 
this position all tiring had ceased and the enemy had been driven back 
from all points. 

On the morning of the 5th I marched, with General Stanley’s divis- 
ion, First Brigade, in pursuit of the enemy, taking the Smith Bridge 
road. We continued the pursuit during the 5th, 0th, and 7th, and on 
the 8th we encamped about 2 miles beyond Eipley. 

On the 9th we marched through Eipley, 4 miles from which town we 
are now encamped. 

Daring the 6th we passed many of the enemy’s hospitals, tilled with 
dead and wounded. During the 6th and 7th we i^assed over several 
miles of road strewn with camp and garrison equipage, guns, artillery, 
ammunition, and in fact everything belonging to an army in full re- 
treat, whereof it can be concluded that the enemy was badly defeated. 

It gives me great pleasure to say that all the officers and men under 
my command acted with the greatest bravery and coolness during the 
action of the 4th. 1 take the liberty to mention to the commanding 
general’s special notice Second Lieut. George Eobinson, First Sergt. 
Henry Shier (during the action in command of a section), and Sergt. 
W. W. Hy 2 ;er, all of the Third Michigan Battery, for their gallant con- 
duct and strict attention to orders during the action. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GAEL ADOLF LAMBBEG, 

First Zieutj Comdg, Third Michigan Battery^ Light Artillery, 

W. H. Lathrop, 

Captain wnd Acting Assistant AdjutanP General, 


Ko. 12. 


Beport of Gapt, Thomas D. Maurice^ First Missotiri Light Artillery^ 
commanding Battery JP, i^econd U, 8, Artillery^ including operations 
October 3-9. 


Hdqrs. Light Go. F, Second Eegt. U. S. Arty., 
Camp near Bipley^ Miss.^ October 9, 1862. 

Captain : In compliance with orders I herewith submit my report 
of the part taken by the battery under my command in the action at 

Corinth, Miss., on October 4 : ^ .l -d • 

On the morning of October 3 the battery moved, with the Fir st Bii- 
aade. Second Division, Col. J. W. Fuller commanding, up the Kossuth 
road and took a position fronting southwest, but soon after was ordered 
forward again in the direction from where heavy firing was heaid, and 
placed in position to the left of Captain Williams’ battery of siege guns, 
near the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad and covering the wagon 
road leading southwest. The firing had now ceased on the right and 
front, but I remained in position during the night. 

About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th instant lie enemy, havin^g 
planted a battery during the night, opened a fire, which was rephed to 
by the guns of Captain Williams from the redoubt to my nght and 
front But little loss was sustained by this fire of the rebels, although 
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the battery was much ex])Osed to their shells. {Soon ,:i*tcr 1 

opened fire, shelling the road and directing a shot at intervals to the 
right, in order to draw the fire from the enemy’s batteries (if any) tliat 
might have been posted in those places. Kone were discovered, and I 
ceased firing for that object, and turned my attention to the rebel sharj)- 
shooters, who were posted in the tops and behind logs, causing great an- 
noyance in the battery. I ordered a howitzer, with Sergeant McIntyre'!, 
to advance in front and near tlie wood, fire canister, and endeavor to 
dislodge them, which he succeeded in a(*oom]’‘lishiTig. 

I now changed my front and took position on the right of Captain 
Williams’ battery, overlooking the plain west of the town and having 
our whole line of battle in view. The enemy was soon discovered in 
large force, moving forward with the evident intention of storming our 
works, and I opened fire with shell and spherical-case shot, having a 
good range on the flank of the center column. Eoui' of my guns 1 
directed to play upon a large rebel force advancing rapidly toward the 
Fkst Brigade, whieh w<is being hard pressed by sui;evior ami 

as I observed the enemy repulsed at this poini i dij-ecl'i^d my fire again 
upon the rebel masses to my right, who now had nearly -.li.a-l lin* 
town, but were soon driven back by our troops In that j>art of tlu‘, 
field. The enemy’s whole line was now in full retreat, and for liftceii 
minutes I kept up a continuous fire on his rear, when 1 ceased for the 
day. 

T>:iring the i‘emi.iii,l;*r of the day 1 replenished my exliausted aininu* 
nition chests, and '' .. .*■' 'h ..■» " {.oiiml. r -i.n-- v. iil th(‘> First 

Infantry, Captain ■■■■■■ ■ -.g), the balb.-ry m;irr',ie;l ^igain 

on the ■•r-'* i-’ ■* ‘ i pnr-ait •iftlm nivmy. ]>a->ii!g i.u ilieroad 

dining fe- e. 'i : ' . ho^pimU nlli-d i heir \\ ouii<lr<l. which 

fhe\ ii;rl deserted in their rapid flight. 

Mrmg was heard this morning to our left, and we have learned since 
that General Hurlbut’s division engaged the enemy, having come up 
with him near the Hatchie Eiver. Puring tin- ’! '* 'h Gth, Tth, 
and 8th instant the^oad was found strewed i- .. •! <1 w^agoiis, 

caissons, muskets, tents, and in fact every article* roriniNite to equip 
an army, and which gave evidence of a dfestrous ivin'm oi’ a defeated 
aimy. • .* v - ■ 

The battery is now encamped near Eipley, Miss., and in coiVchision 
1 would call the attention of the commanding general to lh(i good con- 
duct of the.ineu composing the compiiny while in a<dion and during the 
pursuit. , ^ \ 'i 

I cannot do otherwise than specially nieniion Lhe galianlry <>1* KSingts. 
Gustav] Dey, [Frank S.] McGinnis, [ William j Wi'.-hba' i:i\ ami 
Francis] McIntyre; Cofids. [David] llirkland an.! ' '-v 'liiam^ !velly, 
and Privates [James H,] Garvey, !'Pati*ick] Heuessiy, [Francis] FTew- 
bolt, [Eobert] Black, and [John] WaLsh.-^ 

lam, sfr, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ' ' ‘ ‘ ‘ '.i . THGS. D. MAUEICE, . ■ - 

l^fo: Lujld Artu.. Gom^gJMyht JS^t^nd >U, A Arty, 

Qapt. W., H* XiATHROB, ,> V 

Asst, Adjt, Oen,^ 1st 2d. TJw, '^ Army of the Miss- . 


^Nottlinal'lfsfc<5f oinitteil shows a men Wohihl('fT, Th. r- :n’ioi’k(^s 

. Idlled a-nd 4 wonuded. r i *- . , , ’ j 
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B^ort of Oof Jos€^Th-‘A. Moim-^ Mevmhth ^Bssouri Infmitny^ cominandlng^ 

. . , ’; . -Second Brigade* . , , 

Corinth, Miss., Oci<^m' 15, 1803* : 

IjhIHTenan^ : I have the henet .to report the part tahen'by tar coin- 
maincl in the engagement of the 3d and 4th instant at this place, as fol- 
lows*: ' ' ' : ^ ' '' ' '' - ' 

At about nobh of the 3d ihy btigade, ^ith the exception of the Fifth 
Minnesota. Volunteers, which had bocMi i>revi()iLNly detached and con- 
tinued so during that and the day following, together with the First 
Brigade Of the* division, were restihg at the outer line of earthworks - 
ne^t' the north Kossiith road.- We remained there about one hour, 
when, pursuant to orders from General Stanley, I moved my commah.d 
rapidly around to' thb~righf. ai1d formed line of battle in the woods,, 
abdut three-fburths hf n mile fro'iii the' town of Corinth, ih front ofBat^^ * 
terjr feobinett, « the right resting oh the Mobile and OMo Eailroad and ' 
the left ' ne^r the 'Ghe walla toa^di On arriving there I found my front 
partially covered by another line already 'engaged with 'the enemy,* 
ahd' for thh first half hour only scattering Shots were fired by my com-^^ 
mhnd’j but at the end of ^ about th^t time I ordered^ myline forWard^ 
and^-feliovod the other Tihe. ’The fitmg immediately became general - 
nnd'iicree. Ai rli'< ilrm* f 'uoiighi: up i ire Tofty-seyenth IlliuoiS VoV' 
unteerS, which, nrrlving upon ihe I'cid l.uor than the other regiments, ^ 
had; not yet* rbachi^d'thb front;' ^ Extending’ my line to the left., at the^ 
same time moving the other regiments "obliquely to theTeft, the Fdrly- * 
seventh was exposed to n galiing fire, and the lamented Thrush and 
the^senior OUprain fell, togorlior with inaiiy braVO men; Soon after l- 
received an order To fall back. ■ \ " 

It was upon the fallingbaek of the^ihfahl^that Captain SpbOr with 
his battery reMbred" invfiluable service. Owing to the nature of the 
groimd where the line' Iidd been fiDrmed he had been assigned a.positiou 
on a hill in our rear near the road. As soon as hb had an opjJortahity 
he opened upon the enemy with^^j^fei^cal-Case' an chfiMef; ■ ^ne col- 
umn charging upon his left, he drove the enemy back to the cover of 
the woods and for a considerable time held them aU in check. His 
supports being gone, and being depeived by the appearance of a body 
advancing on the road, where he expected more of our own forces, till 
they^wrtare^bse^updii him,ih^ifeafSly«seaped iA sea^n- to save his ^pienes 
from their grasp. 

Upon 4he: retiffementrofr for day, and 

the.^il^Ut^y'regiAienfe^ern^‘^mAss€ditb^to Batteries Eobinett and 
AY?^liftms,a-nd|»thei};^tt#iy p^\,9w^a^njiJil^r.seut,tQ the town., j 

cessful, I am satisfied it was not through the fault of the men undeor^my K 

iwiilliugly ; 

„.j^bii^^j>r;^Qti refer, ti3ie<rePiQiite,qft * ^gipiteutal for, 

officers,. of p)^, 

wyy[l4^y?the'fed.^Wfien0intr^ MPifor Jeffergu;m^,af {tbei. 

Bigbife iUMthe^ jaeftiAU, while, ijping 

du^ Tfig:u^ of the 

Ilhuqi^foU, to i4m m ,Ui.<>reKWil 41 .e! Reading his iqen .Vo a chav^A.UPOU the 

tn*qQmma4ud^,,^pppj sup-! 
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ceeded also to his glorious fate. Major Weber, of the Eleventh Mis- 
souri, watched the enemy and directed the movements of his own com- 
mand with as much coolness and care as if upon drill, as the clearness 
of his report evinces. Major Gillmore and the Twenty-sixth Illinois, 
. extreme right, were less exposed than the other regiments, 
:■ . ,■ .■ ■ less. When ordered to the rear they relinquished their 

position unwillingly. 

At about 9 p. m. of the 3d three regiments of the brigade, the Eorty- 
seventh and Twenty-sixth Illinois and the Eighth Wisconsin, were 
moved across the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad to the low ground 
between Batteries Williams and Phillips and there bivouacked for the 
night, and on the day rol!ovv*!*g remained in this position during the 
battle, acting as a support to the batteries. The Eleventh Missouri re- 
mained on the north side of the railroad, and I am informed 
themselves honorably in repulsing the enemy in his attempt ’qa :• -M. 
tery Eobinett. 

During the 4th, at about 8 a. m. (the second day), I received an order 
through an aide-de-camp of General Stanley to take a body of skir- 
mishers, of two companies fii‘om each regiment, to the iront 

on the >uii! i> o:* i l!.- Memphis Eailroad and ascertain the position of the 
cuoii'y in that direction, whose sharpshooters were at that time causing 
considerable annoyance. Accordingly, taking my skirmishers in front 
of the abatis, I advanced, driving their .«ihrirnsb.ooter.s back about three- 
fourths of a mile, when I found their mrJ*' nm! my men received 
several volleys from them, some shots reaching us from the rear of our 
left. Supposing them to come from friends by mistake, I rode out in 
that direction to prevent a continuance of the same, and suddenly 
found myself in the midst of a small party of the enemy. Attempting 
to escape, I was wounded and fell into their hands. Their procii>itate 
retreat, however, in the subsequent part of the day left me lioe, nnd 
sundown found me again in camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. A. MOWEE, 
Colonelj Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. W. H. Sinclair, 

AcUng Assistant Adjutamt’GeneraL 


Ko, 14. 

B^ort of Maj. Bohert A. Gillmore. Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters Twenty-sixth Illinois Eeoimbnt, 

Camp near Ripley^ Miss.^ October 9, 1862. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report the participation of my 
command in the engagement of the 3d and 4th instant, before Corinth, 
as follows : 

On the morning of October 3 we moved from our camp, near Kossuth, 
to within 2 miles of Corinth, rested until about 1 p. m., when we were 
moved to the left about 1 mile, and took position in the woods. Ee- 
mained about one hour, when we were moved forward at double-quick, 
and took position, with our resting on the Memphis and Charles- 

ton Eailroad- Were doing good service there, when we received orders, 
through Adjutant-General Sprague, to fall back, as the rest of the bri- 
gade had done so. We moved back about 50 yards, received orders to 
halt, and did so. 1 then rode to the front, and found none of our troops 
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were there ou either side of our iiaaks. Major Weher then gave me 
orders to move by left flank by file left. Adjutant Sprague then gave 
orders that we should follow the Forty-seventh Illinois. We did so 
into town. We received orders from Colonel Mower, through Adjutant 
Brookings, to ^oye out, which we did, and took our position on the 
right of Fort Williams. Lay there until 10 p. m., when we took posi- 
tion on the left of Fort Williams. Under direction of General Stanley 
sent out skirmishers and remained overnight. 

On the 4th we were under fire about 4 o’clock, and about 8 had to 
re-enforce our skirmishers, and again at about 8.30, when the enemy 
appeared in force, and they were ordered in. We maintained our posi- 
tion until about noon, when we received orders from General Stanley 
to go over on north* side of town and support General Davies. Were 
directed to our position by Captain Goddard, of General Bosecrans’ 
stall*. Changed our position once after by direction of General Eose- 
crans. No engagement transpired thereafter.* 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, your very obedient servant, 

E. A. GILLMOEB, 

Major, CommaTiding Twmty-siccth Illinois Yoluntem's, 
Lieut. A. A. Acting Assistant Adjutant-GmeraL 


No. 15. 

Report of Gapt. Samuel i?. Baker, Forty-s&oenth Illinois Infantry. 

Camp neae Eipley, Miss., October 9, 1862. 

SiB: I have the honor to report that the Forty-seventh Illinois In- 
fantry, being a part of the Second Brigade, Second Division, Army of 
the Mississippi, was ordered about 2 p. m. on the 3d instant to support 
General McKean, w'ho was then actively engaged with the enemy on 
the north side of Corinth, Miss. They arrived at the scene of action 
about 3 p. m. with nine companies. Company B having been previously 
detailed on picket guard. They were formed in line in the rear of Gen- 
eral McKean’s division. At this time Lieut. Col. W. A. Thrush, com- 
manding the regiment, was killed. General McKean’s division fell back, 
when the regiment became actively engaged. Capt. Harman Andrews, 
assuming command, ordered the regiment to advance with fixed bayo- 
nets, driving the enemy back and delivering heavy volleys as they ad- 
vanced. After they had driven the enemy nearly 80 rods they came to » 
a halt, and the field was hotly contested for two minutes, at the end of 
which time we received orders to move by the left flank as the enemy 
were flanking us on our left, Captain Andrews falling mortally wounded 
and Capt. David De Wolf was MUed instantly, when orders were given 
to fall back. They then formed in line of battle on the right of Captain 
Spoor’s battery, for the purpose of supporting it, in conjunction with 
the Eleventh Missouri and the Twenty-sixth Ill i nois Infantry. We re- 
mained in this position some thirty minutes, when, the enemy not pur- 
suing, orders came to fall back to the fort north of the Memphis and 
Charleston Eailroad, where they were formed to the left and a little to 
the rear of the fort, fronting to the southwest, where Company E re- 
joined the regiment and Capt. S. E. Baker took command. We re- 
mained in this position until about 10 p. m., when General Stanley 
ordered us to take position south of the railroad to the left and in front 

^Hozoinal hst of casualties embodied in revised statement, p. 173. 
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of tjie fort ^iMisilin'iTril hy Oapta,iii Williams, our right resting on the 
railroad,. ^ jI in this position during the nv-ih-. nu l in the 
morning two T. />n 1 T/; iii.d: i t .'i.:!!i.:ndof im:ii Puter- 

baugh, were (adwcvl lo liii* ii.iu; r«. During the day they 

drove ih.c --ki' i. )■>!., o .i , :-iam line, where they re- 

ceived several voIle> < IV»nii <; 1)» iga<U' the enemy, when they fell back ’ 
within a few Imiulred yards <il‘ our lines. About 1 p. m. the regiment 
was ordered to change lioni To liu* ii.na'lrl with the railroad, 

where ,w.e remained during rc’^t of l!u- day. 

. 6AMUiiL E. BAKEE, 

/ V : , Oaphm. CohimdiiflJng Forijj sevcitfJi Illinois Infmtry, 
Colonel Hubbard, . , 

, Oomdg, Second Brigade^ Second Division^ Army of the Miss. 


‘ ", ^ ' /' '^o. 16. ■ ‘ ' 

Tiepoid of Oof,' Biieim*FySiibiard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 

1, ' .j v .1 1 

llDQRs. Fifth Eegiment Minnesota Volunteers, 

Near Ripley^ Miss,^ October 9, 1862. 
Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part sustained by the Fifth Eegimemt Minnesota Volunteer Infantry in 
the TC at Corinth, Miss., on the 3d and 4th instant : 

On ,the^i«gormng of tha Sdn instant .^.tbe . regTOWt moved witb the 
brigade from camp near Kossuth toward Corinth, biit by oMei* of 
Colonel Mower, commanding brigade, was halted at the bridge across 
theiTu,sQ?^ip)biaj , Eiver, on the Oorinth road, with orders to hold the 
bridge and guard its ppproacb^s until further notice. I occupied this 
position until dark of. that day, when I received ah order, through 
r.ieufeiijini ^IcO roily, ^acting ai^O fo Colohol Mower, to move my com- 
mand into Corinth. I arrived' about S p. ih!j‘ having seen no eneiny 
during. f the j day. That night the rcgimnrt was assigned a position 
hv Biiandicr General Stanley near and x>arallei lo the Mobile and Ohio 
li.cim.ul, mmting tj<jward the, west, the left resting near the, depot. 
The night was passed in th^ latter position, the h^n lying on their' 
arm^. i ' , . . , ' . • 

We were aroused hefprj^. dawm<^n.the m6;rhipg pf the “4th by th6 dis- 
charges of the enemy's guns and tlie, bursting of his shells in the im- 
mediate vicinity of where we lay. One man of my regiment was quite 
severely wounded here by a iragihent of a ’ shell. At about 9 a. m. I 
was ordered by General ,Stanley to deploy one company as skirbiisfes 
into the edge of the tiuiber toward the front and right, in obedience 
to. which. Company A was sent forward^ under command of Capt. J. 1^', 
D^rtJ},^,;A (few moments later the advance of the' enemy along bur entire* ’ 
line was made. .1 soon observed that* the part of our lines ruiiiiin^g' 
fTQm near my right toward the; rear was giving 'way and that the en^ 
emy was rapidly gaining ground toward fhe' town. ^1 immediately 
changed frqiit, moving the right frank by file right, and took posi- 
tiq;xat right angles to my former .one. The movement was but just 
completed when I .was ordered by General Stanley, through Majbf , 
Colman, to support a battery, which’ had been in position abotit‘^ 66^ 
yards toward the front and right, but which was being driven from the 
fleI(jL..v I moved by .the right fiank at double-quick a distance of i)ev-‘ 
haps 200 yards. By this time the battery mentioned had retired from 
thA fiplii pTitirAlv. Cantnin- Dees’ Michifirau battery. occupviii!af4;he crest 
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of a ridge near ilie Mobile and Ohio Eailroad to^vtird tbeleft, liadbeen^ 
abandoned and bad fallen into the bands of the enemy, our line for the 
distance of several biindred yards bad been lepulsed, became scattered, 
and ^Yas rapidly retreating. The enemy in considerable numbers liad 
already entered the streets of the town from tlie nortb and was iHisb- 
ing vigorously forward. His flank was i)resented to the line^ I bad 
formed, wbicli exposed him to a most destructive fire, and which the” 
Fifth Minnesota delivered with deadly effect. After receiving and re- 
turning a number of volleys the enemy began to fall back. I then 
moved forward in line at a run, pro'^^ir.g bard upon the enemy, who 
was now flying in great confusion. I mov(*d on outside the town and - 
baited on the crest of a ridge to the left of and on a line with the for- 
mer position of the battery I was ordered to support, regaining, mean- 
time, possession of the abandoned guns of the Michigan battery. The 
enemy continued his retreat under a galb’ng flro from our guns and the- 
artillery of the forts on the left unril lo<r >igbr of in the woods in our 
front, where he reformed and again advanced in considerable force. I 
at once opened upon him a hot fire, which, Avifh the fire trom along the 
line upon my right, which had now rallied'and was reforming, arrested' 
his xmogress and soon drove him back uiider cover of the timber. * 
About 40'prisdiiers fell into our hands amhlarge numbers of killed 
and wounded marked the line of the enemy’s retreat. ^ 

The regiiiient expended near 50 rounds of aramunitipn. 

I feel authorized in referring especially to the coolness and conrage 
of the officers and meii of my command and their general good con- 
duct during the action.^ ' ‘ - 

Eespectfully, your' obedient servant, ^ HUBB 4RD 

Colonel^ Commanding Fifth Minnesota Yohinieer Infantyy. 


. , ; ' , - , ITo. 17. 

JRepQTt of Maj, A^ndfeic « 7 . WeheT^ Eleventh Missouri Infant) ij. 

BtDQBS. Eleventh Missouri Yols., Ort 0, 1802 ; 
Colonel : In regard to the part ta]?;en by the Eleventh hfassourl Vol- 
unteer intaiitry ffi-the engagement of, October B and 4 I have the honor 

to report the following : ^ i 

On the 3d we took position (as the second regiment in, the hrig-ajm) 
northwest of and about three-fourths of a mile from Corintli. After 
tbrini?jg;'ws w6?^ M for.%few,^gqi,eQt.s .?^s a resCTve for Colonel (or 
General) Sweeny’s command. The regimdnt 



commanding the brigade, to relieve them, which we d^id at once. \\ e 
Ibuiid ourselves in front of an open field, m which there was 
of the enemv, but their solid columns.- bould be distinctly seen ad\anY 
ing on our right and Ihft fianks, whta-e were stationed ^be Twenty-sixth 
and Potty-seventh IllinbiS' and Eighth- o?yi^onan -respe^^-dy^- The 
■I 1 . 'mo o tiiA rio'bt obliQuc and that of my left 



left oblique, oust as our ammumwuxi wac - 

informed ftom‘ Golbnel (or Generai)^weeny that 
flanks had vetii'od -and unless we^ lfdl back 


J Sniii*^^iist of casualti^^ embodied lu revised n i 


•lUi 


[Chap. XXIX. 


202 West tenn. akd xoethern miss. 

flanked. We did so in good order and took position with the rest ot the 
: ween the two central foits, coinnianded by Captain V.- i]l«a:.»is, 
• ■ ■■ : ' U. S. Infantry. 

The morning of the 4th found us in the same position, facing the west. 
About 4.30 a. m. \ve were awakened by a shell tfoiii a 12-ponnder how- 
itzer, which tiie enemy had during the nigb.t .-.ncticedtHl in i)lacing within 
400 or 500 yards of us. The shelling was kept up until eaNl'g'u, all the 
while briskly responded to by our own battery. The enemy were driven 
away, and the rest of our brigade was then placed on the right of the 
fort commanded by Captain Williams. The First Brigade was on either 
flank of the fort and we were left as a reserve for either side. The ene- 
my’s attack along our whole line was simultaneous. They advanced in 
solid column from the north. When I saw them coming I changed my 
front and laid down, with bayonet?, fixed, about 40 i^aces in rear of the 
Sixty-third Ohio. Quite a number of the officers and men of this regi- 
ment were killed or wounded. When they fell back the enemy took pos- 
session of the fort and were within 30 pacesof my little line, when wearose 
with a yell and charged them. Though the enemy had thus far been 
successful, when met at the bayonet point he turned and fled ignomin- 
iously. We retook the fort and then fired our first shot, and having 
every advantage of the confusion of the enemy, piled the ground with 
his killed and wounded. 

In front of our line fell Colonel Eogers, Second Texas, commanding 
brigade; Colonel Moore, a lieutenant-colonel, an assistant adjaiaut- gen- 
eral, a chaplain, and quite a number of killed and wounded line officers. 

I would state that when we advanced the Sixty-third and Twenty- 
seventh Ohio Ti-gliacPts were prompt in avssisting us. J should have 
stated that before the action commenced two companies of my regiment, 
along with, I believe, two ffiom each of the brigade, wore taken 

out as skirmishers by Colonel Mower in person, and al't(u* the engage- 
ment remained out as a grand guard, the eolonel having bo<‘n woumied 
and taken prisoner, but escaped, however, I’l tlio 

The conduct of my officers and men was Mdverc.by ,)[‘ ;!:em()st praise- 
worthy character. Capt. Charles Hollister, as g-dl.ipi a man and oOicer 
as ever entered the field, was killed instantly \\ liib- ;e<«ding his 
(E) in the charge. 

In the two engagements we lost 7 killed, 62 wounded, and 5 missing. 

We remained on the right of the fort until niglit, when our two com- 
panies were called in by myself and all rested on (uir arms during the 
night. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. J, WEE EH, 

Major, Gomdg. Eleventh Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 
Colonel Hubbard, 

Gomdg, Brigade, Second Division, Army of the Mississi'^pL 


FTo. 18 . 

B^ort of Maj, John W, Jejfet'son, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hdqrs. EiaHTH Eegt. Wisconsin Yolunteers, 
Gamp at Gorinth, Miss,, October 13, 1802. 
Colonel : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Eighth 
Wisconsin Infantry in the action at Corinth, October 3 and 4 : 

The lieutenant-colonel and I, having been on duty at Corinth, were 



CHAP, xsis:.] 


tJOEIlITtt. 


203 


relieved and joined our regiment at 1 p. m. the 3d instant about 2 miles 
from Corinth, immediately after which the regiment, under command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Robbins, was ordered to march around to the 
right, following our old line of breastworks, in the direction of the Che- 
walla road, our position in the brigade being the third battalion from the 
right. Shortly after crossing the road we were halted and formed a 
line of battle upon a ridge. About the same time the right of the bri- 
gade became engaged with the enemy. In front of the right wing of 
iny regiment, in the hollow, was an Iowa regiment engaged with the 
enemy. ]\Iy position upon the ridge being exposed to the long-range 
guns of the enemy and my left wing becoming engaged and the right 
wing not engaged, on account of the Iowa regiment being in front, and 
the lieutenant-colonel being wounded, at this juncture I ordered the reg- 
iment forward across the hollow, partially massing the right wing with 
the left wing of the Iowa regiment. The regiment now became generally 
engaged. The enemy commenced getting around my left flank, and in 
fact had, and were enfilading us. A change from front to rear on my 
first company at this time was necessary ; but the Forty-seventh Illinois 
Volunteers had closed into my rear so near and the thick wood and 
ground was such that it would have been almost impossible to have 
executed the movement to any advantage. I then ordered my regiment 
to march to the ridge originally occupied by us. I had proceeded but 
a short distance when a ball shattered my revolver, which I held in my 
hand, and at the same instant I was wounded in the shoulder-blade 
with a missile, rendering me senseless, and was taken from the field. 
The senior officer, Captain Britton, informs me that he retired with the 
regiment in good order, with the balance of the line, to our fortifica- 
tions, at which place I rejoined the regiment in the evening. 

The next day (4th) our position was upon the extreme left of General 

Stanley's division between Forts and . At 11 a. m. I was 

ordered to send two companies to our front, in our abatis, as skirmishers. 
Shortly after this the remaining companies of my regiment and the 
Twenty-sixth Illinois were led by General Stanley away to the right to 
support General Davies. Subsequently General Eosecrans ordered me 
to double my column upon the center, in which position I remained 
during the night. 

I can truthfully state, colonel, that the officers and men, particularly 
Captain Dawes, who was wounded in the first day^s action, behaved as 
soldiers should. 

With much respect, colonel, your obedient servant, 

J. W. JEFFERSOls", 

Major^ Commanding. 

Colonel Hubbard, 

Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Second JDiv.^ Army of the Miss. 


liTo. 19. 


Report of Oapt. Nelson T. Spoor, Second Iowa Battery. 

Camp Seookd Iowa Battery, 

October 9, 1862. 

Colonel : In obedience to your orders of this date I submit the fol 


204 


rciTAP. XXIX. 


WEST TENN. AND iifORJHEEK MISS. 

(,r |],e part taken by the battery under my in 

i*H i ic’«!l‘or 3 ami 4, aw follows: 

Tli(‘ J'.n|Lci‘\ .lii.iched to the . Second Division^ Army 

<»r ;lie left camp or ilu‘ JRiver on the morning 

(>! ;li(‘ .'Jd. wi'u'i' remaining M)pif ■ir\' in co the southwest of the 
KUMi v.Ms i>l.n<d in | icr. on liic 'v\( >!»■; n ; Mi’t r.f* the fortifieatioiis. 
hinuimam Wallin^-' the batter v iln forenoon fron> de- 
tached service. A 1 1 ; , I; ;• ,t nooii’the n ^ s )'‘dered forward by 

Colonel Mower, and followed the Tligli;:; — ■■ Infantry until we 
passed iIk lo.ul loading to Coiinir Iim;-. i he west. At this road the 
battei'y was ca'I;‘ivd In Cciier,'! i>,i\ < r. take a ])Osition to the front, 
and at the .'•anie lirne wo'. (.irrcu^d by i^<»lr.r/l 'Tower to follow the 
brigade. Soi le faday won f»c<M.Nn^:ii‘::. *i::- .-og which the Second Brigade 
had gone the woods on the right, on.i liic cinmiy were advancing 
rapidly, 'iln 'i.i'iih'-x abo.ii front were falling back in some con- 
fusion. 1 i!!-;! placed the boilcn in position bn the road about 300 
yards from the white house tit cc/'^ /■>..*. right in front. As soon as our 
infantry had fidh-!* b.ick c.ud the i moils'*- Ibt' ..o.». .n, I on the ridge 
on which the ci um* sfands ! <Mi m-cm'cd n-i:," vdth shell and 

splicriciil-case si. of. In a j^hort time i oifs(‘r\'cd the, enemy moving 
across at* opt-u ! n \ ,.ur left,' and they aticmpriwl to charge, but 
werfe ivpiiiHod with canister. Tminodiatrly r-fti^r a heavy coiumn nibved 
down the road pasi ihc liun-c, <Ip'ccii\ ‘toward the battery, from 

li" This column ;a:\c,M(cd lo "Miin ;.ardsof the battery, 

('\]ioN, d to a most dcstrucu\ c iii’c of • «:i.> it br(>ke and retired 

in «''»ni*iisi<m. After The repu’-'* of - < miomo. :iie battery being en- 
tirely alone, I retired lu Clio rear of ilii- n- i,.;: .uided by Lieutenant 
Eobinett, First Infantry. At sunset i fec'eB ed ord<‘rs lVo?‘i Obi. J. V. 
Du Bois to move into town aM await fni ilmr ordfus. 

On the' morning of die Irh, when die aciion commenced, 1 received 
orders to hold m^ batior-v in i'eaijiu(''5< to move instantly iu any direc- 
tion. When the attack on oui* light wing was in pV<‘g!.‘Ns t was 
directed to place die iiarrci\ in po^iiion on die ridge i'* ' lie ic.ir of the, 
town, where I remained until the imcmy were' ir’v,-n bach, ’.in a X was 
placed ih positivui on ilu^ righi of flic fendi u> Ihii ,e*.'\ on the Piirdy 
road, where I remained until I r^oined my brigacle on tlid luoniing of 
the' 5th. ‘ . “ ’ * \ ^ 

I must spbak in the Mghektei*ms‘bf the bravefy axid coolpess of‘ t-he 
officers and men under my command. I.ii-nti*nanlN Walling and.Eeed 
commanded sections and aeqaiued dic.-u-ch a- UNiml — noi)ly. Lieu- 
tenant Eeed’^ hofsb was shot in the action and he injured by the i‘all ; 
but he rcaiained upbh'the field and has been with the battery since. 

First Sergeant Eavnolds in dcNrr\iiur of Npecial nientioh tor his bfii- 
ciency in commanding the line oi' cai'^'^ons. ’Ah^o Sbi‘gf>. "John W ] 
Coons, [Thomas] TaUis, [Jay W.] Kellogg, and OorpL [Harry D.] Shelly, 
m charge of pieces; and Oorpls. [Albei’t G.] Atkinson, [dohul Burke, 
[Oliver P.] Davis, [Morris] Sober, and [Charles] Korton. 

During the action of the 3d T pred jpll the canister iu my aminmii- 
tion-chests. Four horses were disablb'cY in the action. 

I append a list of C\i?ualtics.'^ The biiitery.was fortunate iu choice 
of po.Niiioii. nud the lisl is l]ierci\»re .Nllgli:. ‘b' 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ' V ‘ SPOOE, 

- " Captam, Commanding Second Iowa Battery. 

Colonel Hubbarh. 

* Embodied in revifieU statement, p, 173. ~ 
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Report of Brig, Gen. Charles 8, SamUton, U. 8. Army,, commanding Third 
Division,- inclvMng operations October 3-11, with field dispatches. 

■ . Hdqes. Thied Divi^on, AEisry oe the Mississippi, 

Goi'inth, Miss., October IS, 1^08. 

: SlE 1 Lave the Loaor Lerewitb to s&bmit a report of the operations 
of my division during fee baffles b^ore CorintL on tbe-Sd and ‘4th in- 
"stanti . ■' , ■ ' • . .. . - . - 

- At daylight on, the morning of the 3d the division took position on 
the north of the town, covering the approaches by the Purdy hnd Pitts- 
' burg roads and the-gtound betweenthem. Subsequently I was ordered 
to the intersection of the Purdy road with the line of rebdL .intrench- 
' ments 2^ miles north of the town;. The .eon«n^nd;was in this last po- 

■ sitibn by .10 a- m., and communication opened with .the right joi'.Davies’ 
,! division, "then resting, lou the Mobile, and Ohio Eailway. The enemy 

approaching in force between the Memphis and Charleston .and'.Mobile 
, and' Ohio- Eailways forced .Davies bysuceesstve .attacka .back, tothe 
vicinity of the town. ;My ,fi‘ont,wasgraduS-Uy changed to^meet-the ad- 
vance of the enemy, and so steady and rapid was his progress. that in 
•Older to present my feont to him my position at 5 pi.m.- was nearly the 
reverse of that when commhnieation was opened -with Davies. .-The di- 
vision had • swung around, -on, the center as a ^ivot. Owing to. his ad- 
vance,, and in ordex’ to carry out the.instruotiohs of.the general, com- 
manding, I .prepared to attack his left flank whileAe was-, engaged iu 
front.' 1 Brigadier-General Sullivan with, the Second: Brigade was di- 
rected .to. move down on the enemy . with-his left covering theiPurdy 
' road, aaid having gained a favorable , position to attafek^as soon asiGen- 
eral Biiford with the First Brigade should get into: positioitt'on Sulli- 

■ van’s right to support him in. the attack and to cover, Ms right flank. 
■The gropid. Wits too uneven and the forest. too dense to nseaxtiEery, 
and but oiie .battery (iPillon’s) was Sent, forward^;! . This battecy. took 
positiori on - Stdlivan’s ieft, ,oni the- Purdy road. . .The ; other- batteries 
were held in reserve and put in position to cov^ any movement on.Bu- 

:r-fbrd’s right flank and rear.' ' 

. ,ri*The movement by Sullivan was execnted promptly . as-directed^ but 
■•Enford-,, diverging a half .miletosthe right beyond-any: point where he 
cDuldssupport Shlliv-an, bec£i.me engaged Vrith. a three - of .the. enemy’s 
skirmishers and- drovo-them back,: bnt ■ not onfll So -muSh .tfine- was Jlost 
■that betbre Buford could be brought hack into, position, night. had 
fallen and the attack- .was defeated. -■ Sullivan advaheed his' line teethe 

■ Mobile and; Ohio Bailroad,and his skirmishers beoa-mie warmly engaged 
' 'With, the enemy’s left flank;.- Unsupported hy-Buford,- -I deemed it un- 

•wise for Sullivan; with his small, brigade, to- attack aione.: tThe;move- 
mentv however, ' immediately .okecked.the enemy’s advance .on thetown 
. . arid; caused him tQLChange!lroat.tio meetmy force. . This dheck I regard 
, asf a most happy resrilfeof the-movemerit . . Had the enemy, puflied his 

■ advantage o-Ve* Davie8.umtilEjghtliheresult mnst.Kave.beeri disastrous 
; -,,to our arms. He -would! -have occupied the .town, isolating' my division 
! from -the rest Of .ihe <armyfand,to-have reunited We Should -hi . tarn 
; have been compelled to. -assault thri town. As it.was, the idieeb 'enabled 
vusy-uridep the. cover of; ;the iiiight,.to-take up new lines, near;. the -town 
' andtputiho divhjioriaiWithiri-.Bupporting.distaaee-cri'eaohotherJ'iSdlli- 

:■ vanls contact-nfith theiai^ igftiflaiak: refialtiSi m>*he'i-«apteiB^ofiaij©ut 
hibimhp oil.t vd Idni-i omorT?*- vat ac mvj 09fOuiO'(« .tn-iil kwk 
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100 jjrisoners. Four batteries of the enemy were turned on him for half 
an hour, with the loss, however, to him of very few men, so well was he 
protected by the uneven ground. 

The division was withdrawn from its advanced position soon after 
night-fall, and at 3 o’clock in the morning was posted nearly in the posi- 
tion occupied the previous morning. The infantry was drawn up in 
two lines, facing the north. The batteries were posted at advantage- 
ous points, so as to sweep all approaches from the northwest to the 
east. The extreme right of the line was refused, so as to command the 
approach by the Pit^^hrrcr ^’oad. Dillon’s battery (the Sixth Wiscon- 
sin) was thrown tc ; I .* f on the ridge to the right of Davies’ divis- 
ion, and snpportccl by the Eightieth Ohio, under Major Lanning, and 
the Tenth Missouri, under Major Homey. In this position the dawn of 
the morning was anxiously awaited. 

The commianding general, in assigning the position to my command, 
had said it was the post of honor. He was answered that it would be 
held against any force that might be sent against it. How well this 
pledge was redeemed the history of the battle must show. 

The enemy opened at early dawn by artillery, with a view of feeling 
the position of our batteries. His fire was prom])tly returned by the 
batteries in the advance. From sunrise lo m, there was little 
firing; but by 10 a. m., the enemy having completed all his arrange- 
ments under cover of the woods, his columns moved to the assault. 
The lines of the two armies converged toward the center, and while 
one column of attack moved directly across the open ground against 
Davies two columns, equally strong, crossed the Purdy road a full 
half mile north of Davies, and one deploying as it came upon the 
crest of the ridge, the other moved over the ridge far to the eastward, 
and changing direction to the right deployed under cover oi’ a cloud 
of skirmishers and came directly down on my front from the north. 
While this was being done the column moving against Davies had 
progressed steadily up the slope and into the town, sweei)ing away his 
troops and carrying his batteries on the ridge with^the .vnu-!- - li.n’! 
swept over the ridge with resistless force into the valley below. Dil- 
lon’s battery of my division, on Davies’ right, was carried^in this as- 
sault; but here the advance of the rebels was checked by the firm 
stand of the Tenth Missouri Ttcgimenr under Major Homey. Along 
the ridge and to the eastward on my right, as soon as the enemy came 
in sight, my reserve batteries (Twelfth Wisconsin, Eleventh Ohio, and 
Battery M, First Missouri) opened with guns double-shotted with 
canister and swoepirg over the whole front with their storm of iron. 
The rapid play of these batteries seemed to check the advance of the 
enemy, and I directed an immediate advance of my whole line of in- 
fantry. It was executed at the opiiortune moment. The regiments 
opened fire, and, advancing with cheers and volleys, their banners 
streaming to the winds, they moved to the onset. It was too much for 
even rebel courage. Checked by the storm of canister, they could not 
stand up^ngiUTi';! ihe charge of the veterans who had met and conquered 
them at Halting, wavering, they turned and fell back, pursued 

by the whole line. Their left was routed, and, followed up by the regi- 
ments on the left of my line under Sullivan and Holmes, they were 
driven from the valley over the ridge, followed by a line of bayonets 
and -a deadly fire. The batteries were all recaptured, and, quick as th<^ 
hands of brave men could man them, they again poured into the re- 
treating, routed host the death-dealing canister. The tide of assault 
was thus first stemmed and turned on my extreme right by the splendid 
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charge of Buford’s brigade, spread along my left over the ground from 
which Davies had been driven through the town, along Stanlev’s front 
and to the enemy’s extreme right. The repulse was complete. The day 
was saved. The victory, which hung in the balance, was ours. 

The pleasing duty now devolves upon me of bringing to the notice 
of the general commanding the names of the most conspicuous in this 
successful action. 

Brig. Gen. K, B. Buford handled his brigade on the second day with 
a skill and bravery worthy of his high reputation. 

Brig. Gen. J. 0. Sullivan was seriously contused by a splinter during 
his operations the first day on the enemy’s flank. The command of his 
brigade devolved upon Col. S. A. Holmes, of the Tenth Missouri In- 
fantry, who managed it with a discretion and gallantry unsurpassed 
during the action of the second day. He deserves high praise for his 
conduct throughout the battle. When the action became general along 
my line on the second day General Sullivan sprang from his sick bed 
and bravely led the Fifty -sixth Illinois and Seventeenth Iowa Eegi- 
ments, w^hich took the lead in the charge against the rebels on my left, 
recapturing the earthwork battery and guns of the First Missouri Bat- 
tery, Davies’ division. 

The Tenth Missouri Eegiment, sui>porting the Sixth Wisconsin Bat- 
tery, under the brave Homey, nobly stood its ground against the panic- 
stricken regiments that gave way in its front, and, as soon as its front 
was uncovered by the retiring soldiers and the caissons and limbers of 
the battery, it opened a vigorous fire on the advancing rebels, and then, 
joining in the advance of the division, charged the battery with the 
bayonet, recovering every piece and turning them rapidly on the enemy. 

The commanders of regiments — Col. J. B. Sanborn, Fourth Minne- 
sota; Col. C. L. Matthies, Fifth Iowa; Col. J. I. Alexander, Fifty-ninth 
Indiana; Lieut. Col. J. H. Holman, Twenty-sixth Missouri (severely 
wounded) ; Lieut. Col. D. W. C. Eugg, Forty-eighth Indiana (severely 
wounded), of the First Brigade; Lieut. Col. G. B. Eaum, Fifty-sixth 
Illinois; Maj, L. Homey, Tenth Missouri; Maj. E. Banning, Eightieth 
Ohio (killed); Major Banbury (of the Fifth), commanding Seventeenth 
Iowa, and Major McCalla, Tenth Iowa — in the face of the enemy, and 
under a heavy fire, were all that officers should be, leading and inspir- 
ing their men by their dauntless bearing. 

To Maj. A. M. Powell, chief of artillery, the country is greatly in- 
debted for conspicuous bravery and the masterly manner in which his 
batteries were brought to the front and handled, while of his brave 
subordinates, in immediate command of the batteries, Captain Dillon, 
Sixth Wisconsin; Lieutenant Eeil, Eleventh Ohio; Lieutenant Immell, 
Twelfth Wisconsin, and Lieutenant McMurray, of Battery M, First Mis- 
souri, I caimot.say too much. From the fiist appearance of the enemy 
within range their batteries were handled with a vigor and daring un- 
surpassed, and contributed largely to the success of the day. 

On the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel Eugg, of the Forty-eighth Indiana, 
the regiment was thrown into some disorder, but was promptly rallied, 
and fought through the engagement under the command of Lieut. J. W. 
Archer, aide-de-camp of Brigadier-General Buford. 

The Eightieth Ohio, iu advance and supporting Dillon’s battery on 
the death of its brave commander, Major Banning, early in the action, 
fell back in confusion, but was stopped by the second line, and un^er its 
senior Captain (Skeels) was held in position to the close of the battle. 

To my personal stafi*, Oapt. E. M. Sawyer, assistant adjutant-general; 
Oapt. L W. Mott, commissary of subsistence; Lieuts. E. T. Pearce and 
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W. E. aides-de-camp, I am agaiu under great olilignt ion.'>. All 

tliat was re<ini]*od of them they pcTibrmed w’th the highest bravery and 
]>roin])tiiess. They rallied great numbers of fugitives of Davies’ divis- 
ion and led then- l.nek to the field. 

Surg. J. H. Alurpny, acting medical director, was prompt and un- 
wt^aryiijg in his care of the woiuulcd. JS^o one could have done juore or 
have done it better. 

d? •m!.‘ conimaiidors are herewith transmitted, to 
which i beg earnest- atrention, as showing in detail the operations of 
eaeli coiuiriaiid dra-ing both days, and ui naming those subordinates, 
Iwuh and men, whose bravery Avas conspicuous, but whose names 

cannot be condensed in this report. , 

A list of casualties ^ in lull <tccoinpauies this, together with a su]ji)le- 
mentary report of minor operations during the battle, as also of the 
pursuit. 

I am, colonel, very rospectlully, your obedient seiwant, 

C. 8. HAMILTOI!^, 

Brigadier-General^ C(>in uundutg Third Division, 

^ Lieut. Ool. H..G. Kennett, Chief of iStaff. 


,Diiigraiit showing ojjeratmis of Samilton^s Division^ October 3. 
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Hdqes. Third Diyision, Army or the Mississippi, 

Corinth jMiss,^ October 19, 1802. 

Colonel : The length of my official report of the battle of Corinth 
precluded the possibility of detailing many minor operations of the 
battle, as well as of the pursuit, while justice to individuals and com- 
mands, as well as a thorough understanding of the operations of the 
division, renders this supplementary report important and necessary. 

In the afternoon of the 3d Buford’s brigade, which had been ordered 
to support Sullivan, by diverging too far to the right got out of sup- 
porting distance, and the right of his line came upon a body of the 
enemy concealed in the woods. General Buford deemed it necessary 
to dislodge this force, and ordered a charge by the Fourth Minnesota 
Eegiment, under Col. J. B. Sanborn. The charge was most gallantly exe- 
cuted and the enemy routed from his position, but not until the gallant 
Captain Mooers and one private of the Fourth Minnesota were killed, 
and Captain Clubb, assistant quartermaster, and several privates 
wounded. During the movement of Buford’s I twice dispatched aides 
to him, with instructions to keep to the left and support Sullivan, but 
without effect, and it was only when I sent a peremptory order to him 
to fall back to the position assigned him that any change was made in 
the direction his brigade was moving. 

Before this movement of Buford’s was made a body of the enemy’s 
cavalry was seen in position to the west of us, and a company of the 
Seventeenth Iowa, under Lieutenant Garrett, was deployed as skir- 
mishers and pushed down to the enemy, soon routing them by an 
effective fire. 

When the division moved out on the Purdy road on the 3d the Fifth 
Iowa Regiment, Colonel Matthies, was detached from the First Brigade 
and ordered into position at the crossing of the Pittsburg road with 
the rebel intrenchments east of the town, and held that position until 
4 a. tn. on the 4th, when it was recalled to the brigade, and the Pitts- 
burg road covered by an inner position and a battery of artillery. 

When the attack developed itself on the morning of the 4th the de- 
ployment of the rebel line in the woods north of my position reached 
so far to the eastward as to cover my whole front, and it was not until 
this line was driven back over the ridge that the fire of the regiments 
of my First Brigade reached the flank of the enemy, then retreating 
from the town. 

When the earthwork battery, occupied by the First Missouri Artil- 
lery, on the ridge was captured by the enemy, Maj. A. M. Powell turned 
two of his guns on the battery, and by a skillful fire of spherical-case 
shot soon cleared the battery of rebels, though the remaining horses of 
the battery were killed by his fire. 

Immell’s battery (Twelfth Wisconsin) fired during this action 507 
rounds of ammunition. 

When the charge was ordered against the enemy the Seventeenth 
Iowa captured, with many prisoners, the colors of the Fortieth Missis- 
sippi Eegiment. I beg particularly to call the attention of the general 
commanding to the gallant conduct of this regiment, which nobly re- 
deemed itself from the cloud cast upon it by conduct at luka. 

As soon as the rapid firing and advance of my line on the 4th 
showed the rout of the rebels in my front I turned my- attention for a 
short time to rallying the men of Davies’ division, who were running 
through and over my Second Brigade. With a part of my staff and 
the whole of my cavalry escort I succeeded in stopping at least 1,000 
14 R R— VOL xvu 
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just in rear of my lines, and by encouragement and clieers they were 
moved rapidly back to the ground from which they had been driven,^ 
and I doubt not did good service in assisting to comi^lete the rout of 
the enemy. 

As soon as the enemy had retreated out of sight and beyond the 
range of fire, in order to be prepared for another attack, as well as to 
keep the men from scattering over the battle-field and to replenish the 
ammunition, I ordered the whole division back to the position it had 
occupied when the attack opened. This closed the operations on the 
battle-field. 

On the morning of the 5 th the division started at 7 o’clock without 
other instructions to me than to follow McKean’s division. By a mis- 
understanding of the roads the four divisions within a few miles all 
came together upon the same road. Much confusion and delay occurred 
from want of a commander. 1 deemed myself restrained by my instruc- 
tions from a-<i:?iiing the command so long as the march was without 
resistance. Had we encountered the enemy I should not have hesitated 
to exercise my right of seniority in the absence of the general com- 
r^rrf[]r 7 The first day’s march was to within 4 miles of the Tuscumbia 
I? *, ■ men much from deficiency of water. Distance 

marched about h. ■ 

On the 6 th the division marched to within 3 miles of the Hatchie, and 
there, under orders from the general commanding, diverged to the Kos- 
suth road and bivouacked at Gum Spring. Distance marched about 
15 miles. Here orders were received to proceed to Kossuth, and from 
thence to seize the Hatchie Crossing. Under instructions to post a 
regiment at Kossuth to protect supply trains, the Fifty-sixth Illinois, 
Colonel Eaum, was pushed forward from Gum Spring on the night of 
the 6 th and occupied the town. The division mar(*h(‘d at dawn of day. 
When 3 miles beyond Kossuth a brisk cannonade, accompanied with 
musketry firing, was heard in the direction of Eienzi. T.rrtyr.'nr that 
Eienzi had been occupied on the 5th by two regiments of rebel troops, 
and knowing that the supplies for the army were to be sent there by 
rail, and also that the Hatchie Grossing was in possession of Colonel 
Hatch with a considerable force of cavalry, I deemed it my duty to 
proceed to Eienzi, and to clear that point, in our line of supplies, from 
any rebelforce. Eienzi was reached after night-fall, the division having 
marched 23 miles, over dusty roads, and with but a single well of water 
on the whole route. The day was exceedingly hot and the suffering of 
the men extreme. At least 600 of the command gave out by the way- 
side during the last 8 miles of the march. They, however, regained the 
column during the night and the following morning. Ko supplies had 
reached the place 5 but at 5 a. m. a train of cars arrived, and two regi- 
ments were forthwith supplied with rations, and moved at an early hour, 
under Colonel Matthies, to the Hatchie Eiver. The whole command, 
together with two regiments, arrived from Corinth, followed during the 
day. The 9th was spent at the Hatchie, and the bridges across it, which 
had been dr-^i by the rebels, were rebuilt. 

During the IQth the division returned, under orders, to Eienzi, and 
during the night rebuilt the bridge over the Tuscumbia near Danville; 
and on the 11 th reached its old camp near Bridge Creek, miles 
from Corinth. 

I may here remark that this division, from the cf the 5th to 

include the 11 th, marched about 100 miles, over i»i.h!n a!:::;---.! destitute 
of water, through intense heat, ^ii(J (lid nmoh severe i»l)or ui rel)ttUdmg 
toridgefj aud repairing roads, 
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I cannot refrain from bringing to the notice of the general command- 
ing the unfailing alacrity and cheerfulness with which both officers 
and men bore the labors and privations of this severe march, and this, 
with its unflinching courage in battle, leads me to express the enco- 
mium that it is a division which may be relied upon in any and every 
emergency. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

C. S. HAMILTOIS^ 

Brigadier- General j Commanding Third Division, 
Lieut. Col. H. G. Kennett, Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

Corinth, October 3. 1862. 

Brig. Gen. 0. S. Hamilton, 

Commanding Third Division ; 

General: The general commanding directs that you cover with 
your division the Purdy road from the swamp on the railroad to where 
the road runs through the rebel w^orks. Protect your right by a regi- 
ment where .the Hamburg and Pittsburg road runs through the old 
rebel works. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans : 

0. GODDAED, 

First Liezitj Twelfth Inft.^ Ohio FoZs., Aotg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 

P. S. — You may perhaps have to move farther out, as Davies does 
not find good ground until he gets near the old rebel works, and he 
proposes to swing his right still further around. 

By order, &c. : 

0. GODDAED, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
October 3, [1862]— -9 a. m. 

General Hamilton i 

Send a brigade up the Purdy road to the rebel works. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

S. 0. LTPOED, 
Acting Aide-de-Gamp. 

OiROULAR.] October 3, 1862—2 p. m. 

General Hamilton: 

For fear of a misunderstanding in relation to my orders I wish it dis- 
tinctly understood that the extreme position is not to be taken until 
driven to it. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

S. 0. LTFOED, 
Acting Aide-de-Camp. 

General : The general commanding desires me to say to you not to 
be in a hurry to show yourself. Keep well covered and conceal your 
strength. The enemy will doubtless your position, but do not allows* 
tbis to bastoh you? movomout^^ 


S. 0. LYFOED, 
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O 0 EINTH 5 October 3, fl8G2] — ^D.30 p. in. 

General Hamilton: 

You will put your division in motion at once, with everything. See 
that your ammunition wagons are with you and in order. Occupy the 
position indicated, stack arms, and let your men rest. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 
Major- General, Com m ar d i ii'j. 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

October 3, 18G2 — 5 p. m. 


Brigadier-General Hamilton, 

Commanding Third JOivmou: 


General : You will play your artillery with shot and shell due west 
irom your position and center. 

It is rei)orted that the whole rebel force is now between the railroads. 
You can shell the woods duo west from your center. 

You can bring at least two of your batteries this way and lire north- 
west from the open rid;ic^ hc.bweeu here and town. 

You will ascertain ll.PbrdS right and take care your guns do not 
reach Sullivan and Buford. 

Close Buford well down on Sullivan^s right. 

Be w’atchful of your right and take care of your guns. 

Our left is now on the ridges near the new-made works. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans ; 

AETHUE 0. DUCAT, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Grand Gttards and Outj^osts, 


General Hamilton 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

October 3, 1862 — 7 p. m. 


General: Throw out promptly vedettes, pickets, grand guards, 
scouts, and a line of sldrmishers in rear of abatis on your front and 
flanks. 

Pick up all the prisoners you can. Get all the information possible, 
which report promptly and often to these hcadiiuarters. 

Burnish brigade commanders with a copy of this order as soon as pos- 
sible. During the night and coming daylight much will depend on the 
vigilance of outposts and guards. 

Our cavalry is on the southwest front, toward Bridge Creek. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans ; 

AETHUE C. DUCAT, 

Lieutenant- Colo7ielj Chief of Grand Guards and Outposts. 


General Hamilton: 


October 3, [1862] — 11.30 p. m. 


• The general commanding wishes you to ha\"e your chang(‘. of front 
executed to-night and not by any means wait for'dayliglit. The moon 
will furnish you sufficient light to well yoiir ground. Please 
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notify General Davies, \7liose headquarters will be at Colonel Burke’s 
(General Ord’s old headquarters), as he will take possession of that 
battery, and you, if anything, will have to face a little east of noi*th. 

Eespectfnlly, 

S. 0. LYFOED, 
Acting Aide-de-camp. 

[OOTOBEU, 3, 1802.] 

General Hamilton: 

Your dispatch received. I had no intention to have you occupy the 
whole front of the rebel intrenchments, but to straddle the Purdy road, 
covering it effectually, resting your right flank upon the works wher- 
ever it may happen to come and placing your left within supporting 
distance of Davies. Should an attack develop itself on the northeast- 
erly front the Fifth Iowa can get support from the garrison of the town 
and that long line from General Davies or Genei’al Stanley. It will be 
merely necessary to picket that front against a surprise. I would be 
glad to come out and examine that ground, but do not think you need it. 

By order Major-General Eosecrans : 

C. GODDAED, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquaktees Army op the Mississippi, 

October 3, 1862. 


General Hamilton, 

Commanding Third Division : 


Eest your left on General Davies and swing around your right and 
attack the enemy on their left flank, re-enforced on your right and center. 

Be careful not to get under Davies’ guns. 

Keep your troops well in hand. Get well this way. Do not extend 
your right too much. 

It looks as if it would be well to occupy the ridge where your skir- 
mishers were when Colonel Ducat left by artillery well supported, but 
this may be farther to right than would be safe. Use your discretion. 
Opposite your center might be bettor now for your artillery. If you 
see your chance, attack fiercely. 

, W. S. EOSECEAKS, 

Brigadier- General, 


October 3, 1862. 

General Hamilton : 

Davies, it appears, has fallen behind the works, his left being pressed 
in. If this movement continues until he gets well drawn in you will make 
a flank movement if your front is not attacked, falling to the left of 
Davies when the enemy gets sufficiently well in, so as to have full sweep, 
holding a couple of regiments looking well to the Purdy road. Examine 
and reconnoiter the ground for making this movement. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

H. G. KEKKETT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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EespectfuUy returned. I cannot understand it. 

0. S. HAMILTON, 

ier- General, 

Colonel Ducat has been sent to explain it. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 

Major ‘ General j 
Per S. 0. LYEOED. 


Hejldqijaeters, October 4, [1862]. 

General Hamilton: 

General: Hurlbut is in rear of the rebels. Prepare for an advance 
movement. 

By order General Eosecrans : 

0. GODDARD, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Mississippi, 
Gorintlij October 5, 1862 — 1.20 p. m. 

■"‘'“TON: 

; ' Division : 

You need not occupy Kossuth Bridge, but occupy Smith’s Bridge with 
a good regiment until we hear whether any of the enemy have retreated 
by that route.' 

Tell the regimental commander to examine very carefully and tell 
you of the marks. Lee’s cavalry has gone to Kossuth and will reconnoi- 
ter thence to Bone Yard. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

0. GODDARD, 

First Ideutj Twelfth Infty,^ Ohio Yols,^ Actg. Asst Adjt, Gen, 


Headquarters Army op the Mississippi, 

October 5, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Hamilton : 

Dispatches received. McKeaiT had his orders to push ahead ] have 
repeated them by bearer of this. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

O. GODDARD, 

First Lieuty Twelfth Infty.^ Ohio Vols,, Actg, Asst, Adjt Gen, 


[Addenda.] 

Hdqrs. Army op Miss., 3d Diy., Dist. op West Tenn., 

Corinth^ October 23, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Hamilton : 

I observe in reading your report you entirely omit to mention that 
you had express orders to make the movement on the enemy’s left flank 
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which you consider had such happy results, and that an aide explained 
to you "the intention thereof and its bearing on the battle to be fought. 
The omission is grave and ought to be corrected. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 

Major-General, 


1 ^ 0 . 21 . 

Ee^ort of Maj. Albert M, Powell^ First Missouri Light Artillery^ Chief of 
Artillery^ including operations October 3-12. 

Hdqes. Chief of Arty., 3d Div., Army of the Miss., 
Camp near Corinth^ Miss,^ October 14, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part the 
artillery under my charge took in the battle of Corinth and the pursuit : 

At daylight on the 3d instant the Third Division (General C. S. Ham- 
ilton) moved from camp and took up a position to the northwest of Cor- 
inth, upon the Purdy road, where it remained during the day, being but 
slightly engaged. In the evening it returned to town. 

At daylight on the 4th the batteries were placed in position upon the 
ridges to the north and west of Corinth, Captain Dillon (Sixth Wiscon- 
sin Battery) occupying the front upon the right of General Davies’ di- 
vision, his guns bearing upon the Purdy road 5 the Eleventh Ohio, 
Lieutenant Neil commanding 5 Battery M, First Missouri Light Artil- 
lery, Lieutenant McMurray commanding, and the Twelfth Wisconsin, 
Lieutenant Immell commanding, were 400 yards to the rear of the Sixth 
Wisconsin, forming a concave line, and placed from right to left in the 
same order as they are named above, their fire being concentrated upon 
the point where the Purdy road debouches from the timber and enters 
Corinth, at the same time commanding the position occupied by our 
forces in front. At about 10 a. m., when our center was driven in, the 
enemy appeared in strong force upon our right and front. It was at 
this time that the three reserve batteries of General Hamilton’s division 
opened. They kept up an incessant fire for one hour, when the enemy, 
being unable to advance or hold his position, fell back. Our- forces ad- 
vanced and formed their old line. 

I beg leave to call attention to Captain Dillon (Sixth Wisconsin Bat- 
tery), who used his battery with much skill and deadly effect until over- 
powered by the enemy; Lieutenant Neil, commanding the Eleventh 
Ohio Battery ; Lieutenant Immell, commanding the Twelfth Wisconsin 
Battery, and Lieutenants McMurray and Tiemeyer, Battery M, First 
JVlissouri Light Artillery, all of whom showed themselves to be efficient 
and gallant officers. The men, with but few exceptions, I am proud to 
say, did their duty as men and soldiers. 

On the morning of the 5th the Twelfth and Sixth Wisconsin and the 
Eleventh Ohio Batteries started in pursuit of the enemy, taking the 
Kossuth road. They returned on the 12th. 

I was ordered to be ready with Battery M, First Missouri Light Ar- 
tillery, to march at daylight on the 5th, with General McPherson’s 
Eailroad Division fthe advance), in pursuit of the enemy. At 12 m. we 
came upon him at Chewalla, from which place, after a slight skirmish, 
* he made a precipitate retreat while we were delayed in repairing a 
bridge and removing obstructions from the road. About 4 p. m. again 
encountered his rear guard at the Tuscumbia, where I shelled him and 
preparations for an attack were made by the general ; but night com- 
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ing on, we were prevented making it. During the night the enemy 
crossed the river, burned the bridge, and continued his retreat. 

The nVj'.w'j*;:- morning, after • tlie bridge, the pursuit was 

kept up. V\ e crossed the. Hatch.- .. i - \ ^lill and marched to Jones- 

where we halted for the night. 

The next day (7th) we catne up to them near Euckersville and at- 
tacked and drove them before us. 

On the morning of the Sth the advance division entered Eipley. 

On the 10th a section of my battery under Lieutenant Tiemeyer went 
upon the Oxford road as far as Tippah Creek. They saw" nothing of 
the enemy. We moved from Eipley at 1.30 a. m. on the 11th and 
reached Corinth at 5 p. m. on the 12th. 

The casualties in the four batteries during the fight and pursuit were 
as follows, viz : * 

A. M. POWELL, 

Maj.^ Isjf Mo, Lt, Arty.^ Chief of Arty, ^ M Army of the Miss. 

Lieut. Col. W. L. Lotheop, 

Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Mississijypi. 


Eo. 22. 

Rejyort of Brig, Gen, N’apoleon B. Buford^ U. S, Army^ cifm mu luVug First 

Brigade, 

Hdqrs. First Brig-., Third Diy., Army of the Miss., 

Corinth^ Miss,^ October 13, 1862.. 

Sir: On the 3d instant this brigade broke up its camp at dawn, anjc¥ 
before 7 o’clock tooli up the position assigned it ofi the extreme right,, 
on the north side of the city. By order of General Eosecrans one regi- 
ment (I selected the Fifth Iowa, Colonel Matthies) was sent to hold the*, 
pass of the Pittsburg T.r.ndh-ig "'oad where it crosses the fortifications;, 
which it did faithfully n-: ■* \ r*l at 4 a. m. the next day. 

About 10 a. m. the column, consisting of the Fourth Minnesota, Colonel 
Sanbornj FiH^ iriilh Tndimia. Colonel Alexander; Fcrt,\ -eight li Tndiamu 
Lieutenant-('->IonJ Ihigg; Twenty-sixth Missouri, l/ieulenain-Colom*!' 
Holman ; Eleventh Ohio' Battery, Lieutenant Heil, and Battery 
First Missouri Light Artillery, Captain Powell, moved, by your order, 
into the Purdy road, and followed to the extreme outer fortifications 
made by the rebels, where it was engaged all the day in watching the 
enemy, and particularly his left flank. A cavalry force was seen during 
the day west of my position and was engaged by skirmishers of the 
Second Brigade. At 5 p. m. I obeyed your order to deploy three regi- 
ments at rigid angles to the Purdy road, but facing south, and co-oper- 
ate with The Second Brigade in finding the enemy, who was supposed 
to have crossed the railroad and got betw^een us and Corinth. I de- 
ployed the Fourth Minnesota on the extreme right, next the Fifty-ninth 
Indiana, and last the Forty-eighth Indiana, into an open field, but it 
was closed on the south and west with dow"n brush- wood and timber. 
The deployment was made with Company K, Fourth Minnesota, as 
skirmishers, which was immediately hotly engaged by a much larger 
concealed force. In my opinion it became absolutely "necessary to dis- 
lodge him. It was done by Colonel Sanborn, commanding the Fourth 

^ Nominal list omitted shows 1 officer and 4 men killed, and 5^ men wounded. 
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Minnesota, most ga-llantly, at the double-quict, bat not without the loss 
of the life of Captain Mooers, one of the choice officers of the service, 
and 1 private; and of Captain Clubb, assistant quartermaster, who 
was a volunteer aide-de-camp, and 4 privates of the Fourth Minnesota, 
wounded. Kight approaching the troops returned and took up the 
position first occupied in the morning. 

At 2 a. m. of the 4th the Fifth Iowa was called in, and the brigade 
altered its position. At dawn the cannonading announced the begin- 
ning of another sharp contest. It was grand. The different calibers, 
metals, shapes, and distances of the guns caused the sounds to resemble 
the chimes of old Eome when all her bells rang out. In one hour it 
was interspersed with one continuous roar of musketry. It was soon 
ascertained that the enemy were gaining upon us. The First Brigade 
^^as given to understand that they had no reserve ; that not one foot of 
ground must be yielded. The Missouri battery had been detached from 
the brigade. The Fifty-ninth Indiana was assigned a special duty in 

supporting the Battery [M, First Missouri Light Artillery], which 

it faithfully performed. At about 9 o’clock the line of battle was formed, 
the Twenty-sixth Missouri on the right, next the Fourth Minnesota, next 
the Eleventh Ohio Battery, next the Fifth Iowa, and next the Forty- 
eighth Indiana. The battle raged with great fury. In front of us we 
saw regiment after regiment give way. Our whole front moved forward 
with the accuracy, precision, and steadiness of a review. Every man 
exhibited the resolve that not one foot of ground should be lost. The 
Forty-eighth Indiana was the first actively engaged, when the gallant 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eugg was first partially disabled by a severe wound 
in the foot, and soon after totally by his horse being killed. My aide- 
de-camp, Lieut. J. W. Archer, of the Fifty-ninth Indiana, was at the 
moment invited by the senior captain, which was unanimously con- 
firmed by the officers, to assume the command. He did not hesitate, 
and the regiment preserved its steadiness and moved forward to vic- 
tory. The Eleventh Ohio Battery took up a commanding position and 
opened an effective fire. The enemy were soon within range nf the rifles 
of the Fourth Minnesota, the Fifth Iowa, and the Forty-eighth Indiana. 
Two of the regiments that had been thrown into disorder in advance of 
us rallied under our protection, and were soon proudly advancing. 

At about 11.30 the enemy, with a desperation seldom paralleled, 
broke into the city. He was met with a valor as steady as his despera- 
tion. His slaughter was immense, success followed the spasmodic 
efforts. They recoiled and the repulse was complete. The First Brigade 
was thus saved from a hand-to-hand fight, but their readiness was eager. 

The gallant bearing of Colonels Sanborn, Matthies, and Alexander, 
Lieutenant-Colonels Eugg and Holman, and Lieutenant Keil, command- 
ing the battery, fills me with admiration. 

My staff officers, Capt. J. P. Foley, assistant adjutant-general; Lieuts. 
J. W. Archer and L. B. Martin, of the Fourth Minnesota, aides-de-camp, 
conducted themselves so as to deserve particular mention both days for 
conduct and courage. 

All the officers and men did their entire duty, and for the victory I 
call on all the brigade to unite with me in attributing it to Almighty 
God, who rnleth in the heavens and the earth. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. -B. BUFOED, 

• Brigadier- General^ Commanding* 

Capt. E, M. Sawyer, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Army of the Miss, 
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Eeport of Lieut Jaones W. Archer^ Indiana^ corumandmg 

Forty-eighth Indiana Iitfiniry. 

Camp, isteae. Corinth, Miss., Oetoier 12, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on Saturday, October 4, after 
the battle had commenced, Lieut. Col. De W. C. Bugg, oommfinding the 
Forty-eighth Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, was severely wounded in 
the loot and was carried from the held. I was placed in command. At 
that time the was immediately on the right of Sands’ Eleventh 

Ohio Battery on the ridge, the second position the battery had taken 
during the light. The enemy were advancing rapidly and in great 
Ibrce upon the position, it being one of great importance. We kept 
up a steady fire upon the enemy, pouring in volley after volley upon 
them with great effect. Their colors and the main body had advanced 
to within probably 75 yards, when the commanding officer fell from 
his horse killed or w'ounded; their line wavered, a»d, at a heavy vol- 
ley from my regiment, in connnection with the fire from the battery, 
they broke and fled. We followed at a run, firing as we went, and 
halted in line with the ri‘gh»it'iirs right and left, when the enemy were 
driven entirely from the fii-ld. Our ammunition being nearly spent, the 
men picked up the enemy’s ui I which were partly full, and 

fired them at the retreating foe. By my personal application General 
Eosecraiis sent me, by one of his officers, a supply of ammunition, from 
which I got CO rounds per man, and was again in readiness for the 
conflict. 

I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the gallantry of the officers 
of the regiment and the steady and unflinching bravery of the men. 

The loss of the regiment was : Killed, 4 ; wounded 22, of which 2 
have since died. The loss of the regiment in killed and wounded, com- 
pared with the entire loss of the brigade, sufficiently proves the char- 
acter of our share of the engagement. Among the wounded is the 
lieutenant-colonel and one captain. 

On the morning of the 5th instant I asked to be relieved from the 
command, and, the major being under arrest, Lieut. Ool. J. K. Scott 
was placed in command. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JAMES W, AEOHEE, 

First Lieut, and Adjt.^ Fifty-ninth Indiana Volunteers. 

Oapt. J. P. Foley, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ko. 24. 

Eeport of Got Jesse I. Alexander^ Fifty -ninth Indiana Infantry^ including 
operations October 3-12 

Headquarters Fifty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, 
Camp near Corinth^ Miss.^ October 12, 1862. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by 
my regiment in the battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3 and 4 : 

In obedience to orders my command moved from our encampment, 



Chap. XX IS.] 


COEIKTH. 


219 


on Clear Creek, at about 6 a. m. of the 3d, numbering 30 commissioned 
officers and 606 enlisted men, 200 of whom were new recruits, never 
liaving been under fire. We inarched through Corinth, and formed liue 
of battle on tlie left of the brigade, about 2^ miles northwest of the 
town. I was assigned the duty of supporting the Sixth Wisconsin Bat- 
tery, Captain Dillon. We lay in line uniil about 3 p. m., when sharp 
skinuishing commenced on our front. We were ordered, together with 
tbe Fourth Minnesota and Forty-eighth Indiana, to advance, which 
was done in good or-der. I ordered Company A, Captain McNaught, 
forward as skirmishers. They were soon warmly engaged with the en- 
emy. The Fourth Minnesota and my own regiment advanced in line, 
when the enemy broke and ran. The Fourth Minnesota, being on the 
right, received most of the fire. At this time I received your order to 
retire, which was done, and we marched back to town and formed on a 
ridge near the position we occupied in the morning, where the men lay 
all night on their arms. 

The casualties of the day were small. Lieutenant-Colonel Scott’s 
horse was wounded soon after getting underfire and several of the men 
were slightly wounded. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th we were in line, and at day- 
dawn my command was detached from your brigade, by order of Gen- 
eral Eosecrans, and assigned the duty of supporting Captain Powell’s 
First Missouri Battery, posted on the left of the brigade. The fight in 
front of this battery was desperate. Three times the enemy attempted 
to charge, but was as often thrown into confusion by the iron hail of 
grape and canister which met them from this-splendidly served battery. 
At this time a portion of the Eightieth Ohio broke and were retreating. 
J, with the help of some of my own officers and several officers of the 
Eightieth, rallied them, about 100 in number, with their standard, on 
the left of my regiment, where I ordered them to stay and fight. 

The few officers of this squad acted well and were making superhu- 
man efforts to rally the men. Their names are as follows : Capt. Pren 
Metham, Company F; Captain Skeels, Company Dj Lieut. James 
Carnes, Company ¥ ; Lieutenant McLaughlin, Company D, and Lieu- 
tenant Farmer, Company F. 

After the enemy had been driven from the field we were moved up 
to the brick school-house, where we lay all night. I had in all about 12 
slightly wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Engg, of the Forty-eighth Indiana, being severely 
wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, of my regiment, was put in com- 
mand, whereby I lost the services of this valuable otficer. 

Early on Sunday morning we resumed our place (the left of the First 
Brigade), and moved with the column in chase of the enemy on the 
Chewalla road. We found the dead bodies of the enemy for 5 miles on 
the road and the road lined with the castaway ciimp equipage of the 
enemy. We bivouacked in a thick woods on the right of the road. 

IsText morning we took the Kossuth road, passed Kossuth, and moved 
on to Eienzi, where we arrived about 7 p. m. 

The next day we drew three days’ rations, and started at 2 p. m. for 
the Hatchie Eiver on the Eipley road. Nothing of interest transpired 
on the march. Arrived at Hatchie at 7 p. m. and bivouacked. 

Next morning detailed 30 men as fatigue party to build bridges and 
roads through the swamp and 100 men as grand guard. Lay aU day 
in the sun. 

The next morning we were ordered to retrace our steps to Eienzi, where 
we arrived about 11 a. m, 
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oSText day we received orders to move to our old camp on Clear Creek, 
which was duly accomplished according to orders. 

Every officer and soldier under my command did his duty faithfully. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 

JESSE I. ALEXANDER, 
Colonel^ Commanding Fifty-ninth Indiana, 

Captain Eolf.y, 

As8t, Adjt, Gen.j First Brig,^ Third Biv.^Army of the Mm, 


Xo. 25. 

Report of Got, Charles L, Maithies^ Fifth Iowa Infantry ^ including opera- 
tions Ocioh&r 3-12. 

Headquabters Fifth Iowa Infantry, 

Camp near Corinth,, Miss,,^ October 12, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the *i).v report of the part taken 

by the Fifth Iowa Infantry in the battle at Corinth the 3d and 4th in- 
stant : 

In obedience to orders we left camp about 3 o’clock the morning of 
the 3(1 with three days’ rations in the haversacks, and marched with 
the brigade to a point about half a mile north of Corinth, and were 
immediately ordered into line of battle. I had just placed my ivgim(‘nt 
in xjosition when, by order of General Hamilton, we moved to the 
Pittsburg road and took a jiosition within the intrenchments, to pre- 
vent a surprise in that direction. Two companies were detached to 
support a section of a Missouri battery on the Farmington road and 
two companies to support a section of the same battery east of the 
Pittsburg road. 

After atengtlieuing our position with abatis we remained until 2 
o’clock on the morning of the 4th, when, by order of General Buford, I 
moved my regiment toward town to rejoin the brigade, and took a posi- 
tion in line of battle, fronting north, on the left of the Eleventh Ohio 
Battery. Here he remained until about 10 o’clock, when the brigade 
was ordered forward, to prevent a flank movement which was being 
attempted by the enemy. IVly regiment advanced double-quick by the 
right flank to the i*ight of the Eleventh Ohio Battery, and then ad- 
vanced in line of battle. After firing two volleys and giving three 
hefirty cheers the enemy retreated, and we moved rapidly forward to 
the crest of the hill. Subsequently we took two other positions, wh'eu 
by order of General Hamilton wo returned to our former position in 
line of battle north of town. 

Here we remained until the iV.‘*lo«iiur morning, when by order of 
General Hamiliton we moved with the brigade in pursuit of the re- 
treating enemy on the Chewalla road, and encamped that night about 
8 miles from Corinth. 

The next morning we were again on tlie march toward Kossuth ov^cr 
a rough and hilly road, making about 12 miles, passing wagons, camp 
eqiupage, ammunition, and arms, which the enemy had thrown away in 
his hasty retreat. 

The following morning we left our bivouac and marched toward 
Eienzi, reaching that place about dark, the men worn-out with fatigue 
and exposure and the suffering to which they had b(^en subjected in 
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the intense heat over dusty roads and by great scarcity of water, hav- 
ing marched more than 24 miles. 

The next morning I received an order from General Hamilton to take 
command of the Fourth Minnesota Infantry, the Fifth Iowa, and one 
section of the Eleventh Ohio Battery, and proceed at once to the Hat- 
chie Eiver and seize and hold the bridge. After issuing rations to the 
men (it being about 1 p. m.) I marched with this command, reaching 
the Hatchie Eiver at 5 o’clock, a distance of 12 miles, and found the 
bridge destroyed, and Colonel Hatch, with the Second Iowa Cavalry, 
who had partially repaired it, preparing to cross. I crossed my com- 
mand that night, fording the river, and took a position on the west side 
of the swamp, which place I held until the morning of the 10th, when, 
receiving orders from General Hamilton, I recrossed the river, joined 
the brigade, and marched that day back to Eienzi. 

We were on the march early the following morning, and reached our 
present encampment, 10 miles southeast of Corinth, about 1 p. m., the 
men worn-out with fatigue and man5" of them destitute of shoes and 
comfortable clothing. 

It gives me pleasure to report that not a single casualty occurred in 
my regiment during the battle of Corinth nor during the pui'suit of the 


enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. L. MATTHIES, 
Colonel Fifth Iowa Infantry, 


Oapt. J. P. Foley, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,j First Brig,, Third Biv,, Army of the Miss, 


ITo. 26. 

Eqwrt of Col, John B, Sanhorn, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, including 
operations Octobor 3~12. 

Headquaetees Fouexh Meotesota Yolxjnteees, 
Camp near Corinth, Miss,, October 12, 1862. 

SiE : 1 have the honor to report that I moved my command, in con- 
nection with the other regiments comprising the First Brigade, from 
this camp to a position on the north side of Corinth on the morning of 
the 3d instant at 4 a. m., and there formed in order of battle on the 
right of the brigade and the Third Division. Company K was deployed 
as skirmishers, which took them to a point outside of the defenses of the 
town. At 10 a. m, the skirmishers were drawn in by order, and the 
regiment was marched about 2 miles and formed in order of battle 
behind the rifle-pits constructed by the Confederate Army last spring, 
still fronting toward the north and still holding the right of the brigade 
and division, which brought my regiment about one-third of a mile to 
the right of the Purdy road. This position was hold until 4 p. m. with- 
out opposition. At that hour I moved my command, as ordered, about 
one-third of a mile to the west of where- its left rested in its last posi- 
tion, and formed them in order of battle at right angles with my former 
Ijosition. There I remained about one-half hour, the Twenty-sixth Mis- 
souri £i.t this time having formed on my right and at right angles with 
my line by your order across the field in my front toward a heavy 
growth of timber, where our skirmishers had encountered the enemy in 
some force. Company K was again deployed forward as skirmishers, 
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and had advanced but a short distance in a westerly direction before 
they drew a very heavy musketry fire from the enemy concealed in 
the timber. In the mean time I had wheeled my battalion to the left, 
so that I was fronting to the southwest. At this time the fire of the 
enemy was brisk and enfiladed nearly my whole line. At this moment 
Captain Mooers, of Company K, commanding the skirmishers, and 
about 100 yards in advance on my right, beckoned to me with bis 
sword, as if he desired to communicate imi)ortant information, and I 
started toward him on a gallop, but had rode but a few steps when I 
saw him fall dead, shot through the head. From the course of the balls 
and the position which the enemy seemed to occupy I interpreted the 
information that Captain INlooers desired to give to be that the enemy 
was passing to my rear by my right, my command at this time holding 
the right of the infantry of the whole army. These impressions were 
immediately communicated to the general commanding the brigade, 
and I received orders to dislodge the enemy from the woods on my 
right. I at once changed the trout of my battalion to the rear on the 
tenth company. This was done under a heavy fire of musketry in 
dr'i'iVk' but witb as much coolness and precision as if on 

' drill. This movement completed, 1 ordered the reg- 
iment forward at quick time until within about 150 paces of the enemy’s 
line of battle at this point, when his fire was increased to a perfect 
shower of balls, and I gave the further command, “Forward If/ti p.ic«w. 
double-quick!” This was executed in the most gallant and -plv'idjl 
manner. The regiment, in perfect line, with triumphant shouts, rushed 
forward against a most murderous fire, and when within 50 yards oi* the 
enemy’s line he fled to the rear with the greatest prrr-ipitnncy, receiving 
two or three full volleys from my regiment as he retired, immediately 
after this was accomplished I received your order to fall back and join 
Colonel Alexander (Fifty-ninth Indiana) on his right, which order was 
at once obeyed, and skirmishers thrown forward 100 paces to the front 
and around my right flank. It was now night, the men were exhausted, 
and, obedient to orders, I moved to the first position held in the morn- 
ing and bivouacked there at 11 p. m. 

During the day my loss was 1 commissioned officer and 1 private 
killed and 4 men wounded. Tlie heat during the engagement of my 
command was most intense, said to be 108° in the shade, and more men 
were carried off the field on litters from the effects of sun-stroke than 
from wounds. Ammunition was distributed to the men, so that each 
had 75 rounds, between 11 and 1 o’clock at night, and at 1.30 I re- 
ceived your order to move my command to the right, across the Pitts- 
burg and Hamburg road and about 100 yards to the rear, which was 
done at once, and the rogiinor.t stood to arms, fronting the north, for 
the leuiaiiiiiig portion of the night. 

My command remained in this position until 10.30 o’clock the follow- 
iug morning, when I received your order to move by the left flank into 
])osition on the ridge at my left, in support of the Eleventh Ohio 
Battery. This order was at once executed, and my front changed to 
the west. I formed my regiment about 50 feet in rear of this battery, 
which masked the six center companies. These six companies were 
ordered by me to fix bayonets and charge the enemy whenever he 
should charge u])on the battery. Two companies on the right and two 
on the left were moved forward to the hue of the guns of the battery, 
with instructions to engage the enemy with musketry whenever he 
might appear and meet him with the bayonet in case of charge. The 
enemy retired from the ground covered by the battery and &om the 
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front of my regiment in about forty minutes after firing was commenced. 
I maintained the same relative position to the battery in its movements 
upon the field to get in rear of the enemy until your orders came to 
occupy again the ground left when I went into action. I at once reoc- 
cupied that position, where I remained until the morning of the 5th 
instant at 4 o’clock, when the pursuit commenced. 

In the engagement of the 4th (second day) I lost 1 commissioned 
officer and 5 privates wounded. 

Of the pursuit it is enough to report that it was commenced on Sun- 
day morning, the 5th instant, and continued without cessation or delay, 
except such as was absolutely necessary to rest the men temporarily, 
until the following Saturday night, the troops having marched during 
that time about 120 miles. 

I cannot speak too highly of the patient endurance and valor of my 
command. During a period of nine days of the most heated and most 
uncomfortable weather my regiment marched 130 miles, and for two 
days and two nights of that time was engaged in one of the most ex- 
tensive and desperate battles of the war. 

The conduct of all officers was satisfactory. Captains Tourtellotte 
and Edson conducted themselves with most extraordinary coolness and 
determination. 

My commissioned staff. First Lieut. Thomas B. Hunt, regimental quar- 
termaster, and First Lieut. John M. Thompson, adjutant, behaved with 
coolness and judgment, and in the absence of other field officers rendered 
me efficient service in repeating commands and communicating orders. 

Quartermaster Sergt. Frank E. Collins, for distinguished valor and 
service on the field, in aiding me in every movement and bringing 
prisoners from the field near the close of the engagement, deserves 
special mention. 

Commissary Sergt. Thomas P. Wilson remained under fire all the 
time, directing litter-carriers to the wounded and furnishing water to 
the famishing soldiers, as well as in repeating my commands when near 
the line. 

Sergt. Maj. William T. Kittredge was among the coolest men on the 
field and most efficient until he was overcome by sun-stroke. 

The surgeon. Dr. J. H. Murphy, and second assistant surgeon, Dr. H. 
E. Wedel, conducted their department with perfect order and method, 
and every wound was dressed in a few moments after it was received 
and the wounded cared for in the most tender manner. 

I inclose list of killed and wounded.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHH B. SANBOKN, 

Colonel^ Oomdg. Fourth Minnesota Volunteer IiifaMry, 

Capt. J. P. Foley, Asst, Adyt, Gen.^ First Brig.^ Third Biv, 


ISTo. 27. 

Beport of Lieut. Col. John S. Solman, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry ^ 
including operations October 3-12. 

* 

Hdqbs. 26th Missoxtei Vols., Aemt op the Miss., 
Oamj) near Oorinth, Miss., Oetoher 14, 1862. 
GENEBAli : I beg leave to submit the following report of the actioB 
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of the troops under my command during the battle of Corinth on Oc- 
tober 3 and 4: 

On the morning of the 3d I was directed to take position with my 
regiment on the right and left of the Eleventh Ohio Battery, and con- 
tinued to remain in that position r' :* t’-r day. 

On the morning of the 4th I w; - * . . » - ! to occupy the right of the 

battery witli my whole command, which position brought me on the 
extreme right of our line. I deployed two companies as skirmishers, 
in accordance with previous orders, covering our right flank, which 
aflbrded ample protection from the fire of the enemy^s sharpshooters, 
who appeared in small numbers in that direction. I lie charge 

of the right upon the enemy my advance was so iMp.jI .h..: my skir- 
mishers, previously \ were unable to cover my flank, and my 

command, as well as the battery, became suddenly exposed to the fire 
of the rebel sharpshooters. Fortunately I had held in reserve my 
Sharps rifle =kir"''-hini company, and at a word of command they 
went to their ^ n‘-\ ix-,'*: such alacrity and precision as to completely 
rout the enemy, killing and wounding many and c.i ji: uring 1 lieutenant 
and 48 privates and non-commissioned officers. 1 captured in all 52 
prisoners. 

My command afterward joined in the pursuit of the enemy, and no 
hardship or iirivation was too great for them to endure while there was 
any Dio^necl of success before them. 

i heg leave to report that during the entire ongagcment all 

the officers in my command, with but one exception, gave me their sup- 
port. and behaved with coolness andcni:ro‘g<* worthy of their positions. 

JOn^ H. HOLMAN, 

Ideut, Ool,<f Gomdg. Twenty-sixth Missouri Volunteers, 


No. 28. 

Report of Lieut, JxiniusW^MaeMvrray, Battery Jf, First Missouri Light 
Artillery^ including operations October 3-12. 

Hdqes. Battery M, First Missouri Liohx Artillery, 

Corinth^ 3Iiss,y October 9, 18G2, 

Sir : I have the honor to make the (bllow iiig re])ort of the movements 
.and employments of Battery M, First Missouri Light Artillery, under 
my command, during the battle of Corinth and the subsequent iiursuit 
of the enemy : 

At daylight on the 3d instant I moved with General Hamilton’s 
division from camp and took position on the Purdy road near the old 
earthworks and remained during the day without being mgrigril, at 
dark ut ; — *^0 the town. 

At ■ • ■: the 4th the battery was placed upon and commanding 
the Pittsburg road, upon a ridge to the northwest of town, where it re- 
mained until about 10 a. m., when p..-;i*oi! was cliangc-d to a ridge 
some 200 yards to the left and Ihiwiu-n iln- Twelfth Wisconsin and 
Eleventh Ohio Batteries, which were then in action. The battery im- 
mediately opened fire with case-shots and pncu^sion ''hell'*, the left gun 
rendering untenable by the enemy the redoubt on the right of General 
Davies’ division, from which our troops had been driven, the remainder 
of the battery in the mean time playing on the rebel colunons in the 
woods. 
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On the morning of the 5th the battery moved at daybreak with Gen- 
eral McPherson’s Eailroad Division (the advance) in pursuit of the en- 
emy. At 12 ra. we overtook him at Chewalla, from which place, after 
a slight skirmish, he made a precipitate retreat while we were delayed 
in repairing a bridge and removing obstructions from the road. We 
again encountered his rear guard at the Tuscumbia at 4 p. m. One 
section was ordered to the front and his line driven back by a few dis- 
charges of case and percussion shells. Preparations were made to at- 
tack him in force, but night prevented. During the night he crossed 
the river and, destroying the bridge, continued his retreat. The next 
morning we continued to pursue, and arrived at 2 p. m. at the burning 
ruins of Crum’s Mill, on the Hatchie. After a delay of three hours in 
rebuilding the bridge we moved to Jonesborough, where we halted for 
the night. 

The next day, the 7th, we came upon them near Euckersville, at- 
tacked and drove them before us. 

Upon the morning of the 8th the division entered Eipley. 

On the 10th a section under Lieutenant Tierney er went out on the 
Oxford road as far as Tippah Creek. They saw nothing of the enemy. 

At 1.30 a. m. of the 11th we moved from Eipley and reached Corinth 
at 5 p. m. on the 12th instant. 

I beg leave to thank Lieutenant Tiemeyer of the battery for his 
prompt and able assistance. Of the gallantry and energy displayed 
by the men of my command I cannot speak too highly. Where all’did 
their duty so well it would be injustice to mention special cases. 

During the battle of Corinth and the subsequent pursuit there were 
expended 210 rounds of ammunition. No casualties occurred. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. MaoMUEEAY, 

Mrst Ideuty First Missouri Light Artillery^ Gomdg, Battery M, 

Maj. A. M. Powell, 

Chief of Artillery. Third Division^ Army of the Mississipj^L 


No. 29. 

Report of Lieut. Senry M. Neil, Fleventh Ohio Battery. 

Headqxjaetees Eleventh Ohio Battery, 
Gamp at Corinth, Miss., October 14, 1862. 

In compliance with your order of October 13 I respectfully submit the 
following report of the part taken by the Eleventh Ohio Battery in the 
action before Corinth, Miss., October 3 and 4 : 

The battery advanced with the brigade on the morning of the 3d in- 
stant, was placed in position behind the breastworks commanding the 
Purdy road, the Twenty-sixth Missouri acting as its support on both 
right and left. It remained in this position throughout the day, not 
being called into action, and in the evening returned with the brigade, 
and rested that night upon the first ridge in front of General Hamil- 
ton’s headquarters. ' 

At 2 a. m. on the 4th two sections of the battery (remaining section 
being disabled) changed position about 100 yards to the right, the Fifth 
Jowa supporting it upon the right, the Fourth Minnesota on the left, 
the Twenty-sixth Missouri being immediately in the rear. The battery 
15 E E— YOL XYu; 
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remained in this position until about 10 a. m., when it advanced with 
the brigade about 200 yards and opened fire upon the enemy. After 
the tiring had continued about half an hour the enemy gave way and 
commenced a precipitate retreat, upon which the battery advanced 
about h} miles and fired a few rounds in the direction of their retreat. 
It then returned and took the same position which it occupied in the 
morning. 

Two hundred and fourteen rounds of ammunition were expended dur- 
ing the engagement, ^one of the members of the battery were killed, 
and but 4 wounded, viz, Asa Burch, James Devine, P. Lacy, and Eob- 
ert Stewart. 

Upon the morning of the 5th the brigade started in pursuit of the re- 
treating enemy, the battery accompanying and remaining with it until 
its return to Corinth on the 13th instant. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. NEIL, 

First Lieutenant^ Commanding Eleventh Ohio Battery. 

Captain Powell, 

Chief of Artillery^ Third Division^ Army of the Missi8sijg])i, 


No. 30. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan^ 27. 8. Army^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Hdqbs. 2d Beig-., Third Div., Aniynr op the Miss., 
Camp near Corinth^ ilfm., October 11, 1862. 

Captain: I herewith submit the following report of the part taken 
by the Second Brigade, Third Division, Army of the Mississippi, in the 
battle of Corinth, on the 3d and 4th instant, and the subsequent pursuit 
of the enemy : 

At 1.30 o’clock on the morning of the 3d instant I received orders 
from General C. S. Hamilton, commanding the Third Division, Army of 
the Mississippi, to form my brigade and march to Corinth, distant from 
my t nr-a' ip’.‘^ vst about 3 miles. I was informed by his aide that Major- 
GenL-r<d ih-.oc., of the rebel army, was expected to make an attack at 
daylight on Corinth with 40,000 men, and that our troops were being 
rapidly concentrated to defend the position. Allowing the men to cook 
a hasty breakfast, tents were struck, wagons packed, and the brigade, 
with its entire train of camp and garrison equipage, wms in motion by 
3 o’clock. The prospect of again meeting General Price arousod the 
enthusiasm of the troops, which w'as a sure presage of victory. 

On arriving at Corinth our first line was formed under the immediate 
direction of General Hamilton, which position was occupied until about 
9 a. m., when orders were received to advance on the Purdy road and 
occupy the breastworks between the Purdy road and swamp, which lies 
to the right of the railroad, and joining which, immediately across the 
railroad, the right of General Davies’ division rested. 

By the time the last position was taken the enemy made a determined 
attack on General Davies’ division in overpowering numbers, and al- 
though resisted gallantly the su])erior numerical forces of the enemy 
compeHod our troops to fall back, thus exposing our left flank to the 
enemy’s attack. Our front was immediately changed, and a ridge was 
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occupied, which gave us an opportunity to advance and attack the 
enemy on the flank as they moved forward, following General Davies’ 
division, which was falling back toward Corinth, and also secure a road 
on which we could retire in case of necessity. 

The enemy still advancing,* General Hamilton ordered me with three 
regiments to attack their left flank, while the First Brigade w’ould sup- 
port me on my right. Between my position and the enemy lay a swamp, 
covered with a dense growth of underbrush, vines, and fallen trees, 
through the center of which runs the dry bed of a creek, whose banks, 
some 6 feet deep, afforded a fine shelter for the enemy. Cautioning the 
men to silence, with the Seventeenth and Tenth Iowa and Eightieth 
Ohio, numbering about 800 men, 1 moved forward to the attack. Our 
advance was so entirely unexpected by the enemy that, had we been 
supported as intended, I may be pardoned for stating that in my opinion 
the fight of the succeeding day would not have occurred. Taken by 
surprise the enemy fell back, but not rapidly enough to save themselves 
from a loss of 82 prisoners. We were compelled to halt for support, 
which the enemy noticing rallied and opened on us a heavy fire of grape 
and canister from two batteries, when the column fell back in good order 
with its face to the foe. This ended the fighting of the day, although a 
sharp skirmish was kept up until darkness closed the scene and death 
ceased from his busy harvest. 

Having received a severe contusion during the latter part of the en- 
gagement I was unfitted for service, and the disposition of the troops 
for the anticipated attack of the enemy the next morning was made by 
Col. Samuel A. Holmes, of the Tenth Eegiment Missouri Volunteers. 

There was no desponding heart in camp that night. Our own general 
we had tried and Eosecrans had ever been victorious. But two short 
weeks before we had slept victors on the battle-field of luka, and mem- 
ories of that glorious fight but nerved us to more desperate deeds. Ord- 
nance officers were kept busy distributing ammunition; soldiers were 
occupied cleaning their weapons, while general officers were engagedin 
consultation. 

By 3 o’clock perfect quiet reigned through our entire lines. We knew 
the enemy were desperate; we felt death was preferable to surrender, 
and friends separated determined to meet no more on earth unless vic- 
tory perched on our banners. 

Just before dawn the enemy opened a heavy cannonade. Ere the first 
report had ceased reverberating through the woods our whole force was 
under arms. Our artillery quickly responded and the ear was deafened 
with the answering reports. General Hamilton’s division held the right 
of our line, having been formed in line of battle by General Hamilton 
himself, with a support of three regiments, General Davies’ division the 
right center. No attack was made by the enemy on our right until 8 
o’clock, when the rebels in force (commanded by Major-General Price 
in jperson and numbering as many as our whole army) emerged from 
the woods in front and advanced rapidly in column of attack on our 
whole line. Part of General Davies’ division fled at the first fire, leav- 
ing several of our batteries exposed, which the enemy temporarily took 
possession of, the Tenth Missouri, Fifty-sixth Illinois, Eightieth Ohio, 

. and Tenth Iowa bravely holding their ground. The Twelfth Wisconsin 
Battery coolly playing "grape and canister into the massed columns of 
the enemy caused them to halt. The desperate charge made by the 
First Brigade recaptured the batteries and drove the enemy from that 
portion of the field. By order of General Hamilton two regiments were 
placed under my command to drive back the enemy, who had penetrated 
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our center. Heroically our boy« ruslied to the light; two Avell-deliv- 
ered volleys. <i cIm a rhcer, and the enemy lied, leaving us their 
colors, their di-ad, and over 300 prisoners. The enemy was 

routed on our right Aving and our part ofjthe line Avas safe. 

Where each regiment and the batteries of my brigade won imperish- 
able honor by their steadfastness and bravery through two days^ hard 
fighting it is" hard to particularize the deed Avhich entitles tliem to most 
merit. On the first day’s fight the Seventeenth and Tenth Iowa and 
the Eightieth Ohio, by their steadiness and coolness in marching to 
make the attack upon the enemy’s flank, deserve special mention. One 
company of the Seventeenth Iowa fought a superior force of the enemy 
until they had expended all their cartridges and were compelled to fall 
back for a supply. One comi>any of the Eightitdh Ohio brought off 
safely 33 prisoners, taken under a heavy fire and in the ])resence of a 
greatly superior force of the enemy. The Tenth Iowa maintained its 
usual name for disci])line and courage. 

On the second day the Tenth Missouri and Fifty-sixth Illinois charged 
the enemy and retook two batteries. Their courage was dcNi-rving of 
all praise, as five times their numbers had fled ingloriously from the foe 
they drove from the field. For over half an hour the Tenth Missouri 
had sustained a fire of musketry without answering, losing one-sixth of 
their number killed and wounded. The Fifty-sixth Illinois in this their 
first fight proved that consciousness of a just cause makes men invinci- 
ble. All honor to their noble dead ; praise and credit to the living. 

The Eightieth Ohio, after losing their only field officer present, nobly 
fought on, nor ceased until the fight was done. Their list of dead and 
wounded proves the position they held was one of danger, and by their 
valor they made it the post of honor. 

The Tenth Iowa sustained the brunt of the first attack of the enemy 
until the rr-gir-int on their left gwe Avay and their flank was exposed, 
whentl‘C> -^ell back fightb-g. 

The S, ; :.:m :• !: Iowa had the honor of driving back the enemy from 
the position once occupied by Davies’ division and advancing in pur- 
suit until ordered to halt by General Eosecrans, who feared their valor 
was leading them beyond prudence. They ■ •I .. stand of colors, 
which I suggest be sent to the Governor of . ■ ■ 

Of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery I cannot say too much. Twice 
they have been tried in desperate battles and twice they have proven 
themselves heroes. 

The Sixth Wisconsin Battery effectively worked their pieces in the 
early part of the action, but being feebly supported, were so unfortu- 
nate as to lose their guns ; but when quickly retaken and returned to 
their i-ONvCs.*..:- did fearful execution in the enemy’s ranks. 

To ( ‘I'l. S..' ■::» ■ A. Holmes, commanding the Tenth Missouri Yoluii- 
teers, I am indebted for assistance while I was temporarily disabled. 
His intelligence, coolness, bravery, and a\ i’ iNvi i »1 i !n*il i fgi n.i-n I- entitle 
him to my favorable notice and I trust to some mark of approbation 
from the Government. 

To Major Banbury, Fifth Iowa, temporarily in command of the Seven- 
teenth Iowa; to Lieutenant-Colonel Eaum, commanding Fifty-sixth 
Illinois; to Major McGalla, commanding Tenth Iowa; to Captain Dil- 
lon, commanding Sixth Wisconsin Battery, and to Lieutenant Immell, 
commanding Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, > I am especially indebted. 
Their desire seems to be to do their duty ; their pride in knowing it is 
well done. 

To Major Banning, Eightieth Ohio, who yielded up his life in battling 
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for our glorious flag, which traitor hands were trying to destroy, no 
words of mine can add honor. He died a soldier’s death. His body 
fills a patriot’s grave. He will ever live in the memory of his comrades 
in arms. 

The reports of commanding officers are herewith submitted, with tlie 
names of officers and men who distinguished themselves on those mem- 
orable days. 

Of my own staff, who were under fire during the entire two days, I 
desire to make particular mention of Captain Harris, assistant adju- 
tant-general, who, while carrying orders on the field, narrowly escaped 
with his life, receiving a wound in the hand and having his clothes 
torn with bullets. To Lieutenant Jacobson, who was on the field lend- 
ing assistance, rallying the men and carrying orders, and to Lieutenant 
Buchanan, my aide-de-camp, for his willingness and bravery, I am 
greatly indebted, and desire to recommend both to the Governor of 
their State as worthy of promotion, as they will fill with credit to them- 
selves and honor to the State any post they may be intrusted with. 

To Sergt. B. A. May, Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, I call especial 
attention. I recommend him as worthy to fill, by his education and 
bravery, a higher position in the H. S. Army. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servaht, 

JEE. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Capt. E. M. Sawyer, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Third Division. 


No. 31. 

Report of Col. Sam.uel A, Holmes^ Tenth Missouri Infantry^ commanding 

^Second Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Tenth Eeg-iment Missouri Vol. Infty., 
Gamp near Corinth^ Miss.^ October 12, 18G2. 

Captain : The following is my report of the movements of the Tenth 
■ Eegiment of Missouri Infantry during the battle of Corinth and of the 
Second Brigade, Third Division, while under my command, by reason 
of the disability of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

The regiment moved before daylight on the morning of the 3d with 
the rest of the brigade from the camp south of Corinth to the plateau 
to the north, and about 1 mile from the center of the town. The 
brigade was here formed in line of battle, Immell’s battery on the left, 
occupying a crest commanding the Purdy road, supported by the Tenth 
Missouri Eegiment, formed in column by division on its right, the rest 
of the brigade extending eastwardly in line facing and near to the 
woods. By order of the brigadier-general commanding I detached 300 
men of the Tenth Missouri, under Maj. Leonidas Homey, to make a 
reconnaissance to the northwest, on the Purdy road, with instructions 
to advance 3 or 4 miles, as occasion might require, and observe the 
movements of the enemy. Shortly after this the rest of my regiment 
moved with the brigade out the same road about 2 miles, and tookposi- 
' tion in the old rebel intrenchments, supporting the same battery on the 
right. The brigade remained in this position until about 12 o’clock, no 
.enemy showing himself in front, although constant and heavy skirmish- 
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ing was goiijg on in the woods with, some other part of the army some 
distance across the open fields to our left and rear. The brigade now 
again moved by the right flank down the intrenchments and then 
filed to the right along the woods, fronting westwardly on the open 
fields last named, as I have since understood, with the view of attack- 
ing the left flank of the enemy, advancing down the railroad. I was 
here detached from the brigade with the Tenth Missouri and Fifty-sixth 
Illinois Fegiments, with orders to occupy the edge of the woods, which I 
did, throwing out two companies as skirmishers some 400 yards to the 
front. The remainder ofthebrigadepassed on toward therailroad, where 
it encountered the enemy, advancing in heavy force, .i 'I'l. fight- 

ingjwasgradnallypressedback tow^ardthePardyro;;':, ‘*:i '' ii'j i‘ we had 
come out in the morning. To my left a portion of the First Brigade 
was already posted, and the right now coming up to my position I 
moved my two regiments to the right, uncovering its front, with my 
right resting on the old rebel works. I was here joined^ by Major Hor- 
ney with his detachment, and under the orders of Brigadier-General 
Hamilton I moved the Tenth Missouri and FM':\->.i\ih !!!!n'>is Regi- 
ments back to the angle of the Purdj' road and i la ! . I'rl ini r<-'j(:hments 
and halted. About 4 p. m. 1 was ordered by General Hamilton, at the 
request of Biigadier-General Sullivan, to relieve him and take command 
of the brigade. I accordingly at once reported to him in person, and 
finding him very much exhausted and barely able to keep his saddle, 1 
took command. I found the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery posted near a 
house, on a prominent ci’est, on the Purdy road, about 1,000 yards in 
advance of its first position taken in the morning, ■.'<.! ‘.n : lie left 
by the Tenth Iowa Regiment and on tberighD bj ■ ■ ■ unis-i'i Ohio 
RegiiikMij. and the Seventeenth Iowa extended along the road and near 
to and lV(mTiiig the woods through which this portion of the brigade 
had retired. The enemy kept showing themselves in considerable num- 
bers in front and particularly to the left of this position, as if design- 
ing to penetrate there, but were kept at bay* by the excellent handling 
of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Immell commanding. I 
immediately reported to General Hamilton the dangerous state of the 
case, with a request for the other two regiments of the brigade, which 
was granted. 1 also received orders from him to hold the ground until 
dark, and then to quietly remove the brigade back to the position which 
it or-r.ii 'ii' -1 in the iiK^riiir.g. Leaving one regiment as outpos^‘=. T b’^on 
down tiie lenth Missouri and Fifty-sixth Illinois Regiments. :.i!ii !»o-.i •! 
them to the left and rear of the Tenth Iowa Regiment, ..r-i i* ; I's,- 
threatened flank movement of the enemy. At dark I quietly withdrew 
the brigade, with the exception of the Tenth Iowa, left as outposts. 
ImmelPs (Wisconsin) battery (Twelfth) was posted in its first position 
on the crest, supported on the right by the Tenth Missouri and the 
Fifty-sixth Illinois Pr 2 im''nts and on the U^‘ ■ ll'; T* .’•'*( Ih Ohio 
Regiment. Dillon’s (ISixth Wisconsin) batb:. p-'cil i*i ihere- 
doubt, supported by the Seventeenth Iowa Y-- M.i-ii; lOp.m. 
I received orders to change my whole line, and to take up a position 
farther to the right and rear, nearly at a right angle to the one now 
held, with my right connecting with the First B: ;,l nh . After having 
examined the ground I brought the l.i:-<i{lc into the new position se- 
lected. I placed Immell’s (Twelfth battery at the white 

house, in the center of the plateau, supported on the right by the Tenth 
Missouri, and the Fifty-sixth Illinois in a second line, 200 yards in the 
rear 5 on the left by the Eightieth Ohio Regiment, with the Seventeenth 
Iowa in the second line, and on the left of the whole DiUon’s (Sixth 
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Wisconsin) battery. The brigade remained in this position until morn- 
ing. 

At daybreak of the 4th, perceiving that my right was too close upon 
the reserves of the First Brigade, and that owing to the darkness Dil- 
lon’s battery was not effectually iiosted, I advanced the latter to the 
crest, commanding the Purdy road, and moved to its support, on the 
left, the Eightieth Ohio Eegiment,.and on the right the Tenth Iowa 
Eegiment, which was now withdrawn from outpost for that purpose. 
The Tenth Missouri and Fifty-sixth Illinois were then placed on the left 
of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery in line of battle in the order named, 
the Seventeenth Iowa Eegiment being drawn up in rear of the whole 
in column by division as a reserve. This was the position occupied by 
the brigade during the battle, with the changes incident to the field, 
my right resting on the left of the First Brigade and my left connecting 
with the right rear of Davies’ division. 

About 8.30 o’clock the enemy made the grand attack upon the center 
and right wing of the army, advancing in heav^ masses from the woods 
all along the front and down the Purdy road. "That portion of the bri- 
gade first exposed to attack was Captain Dillon’s Sixth Wisconsin Bat- 
tery and its supports. Thege for a while gallantly maintained their 
position against an overwhelming force. Soon the line of Davies’ divis- 
ion, to their left, began to give way in confusion, and almost at the 
same time the Eightieth Ohio Eegiment was forced back from its posi- 
tion in disorder, followed by the limbers and caissons of the battery. 
The enemy rushed up and took possession, killing the gninners at their 
guns. The gallant Tenth Iowa, under Major McCalla, gradually fell back 
some 300 yards, fighting as they went. The battery and redoubt to the 
left of the Sixth Wisconsin, as well as the whole line, now seemed to be 
in possession of the enemy, and the fugitives came pouring on in great 
numbers through and over the lines of the Tenth Missouri and Fifty- 
sixth Illinois, which still bravely held their ground under the most ter- 
rific fire.^ Immell’s Twelfth Wisconsin Battery at the white house, as 
soon as the enemy had obtained possession of the crest, opened upon 
them with great effect, and, aided by the well-directed fire of the Tenth 
Missouri and Fifty-sixth Illinois, repeatedly drove them back out of 
sight and prevented the removal of the guns. Never could any battery 
do more effective service at a more critical period. The enemy had 
now advanced in large numbers from the direction of the redoubt, under 
cover of houses, toward the front of the Fifty-sixth Illinois and left of 
the Tenth Missouri, and were xiouring upon them a most gaUing fire. 
Seeing that Lieutenant-Colonel Eaum, of the Fifty-sixth Illinois, was 
wheeling his regiment to the left, preparatory to making a charge, I 
gave the oi'der to Major Homey, cominanding the Tenth Missouii, to 
retake the Sixth Wisconsin Battery with the bayonet, and away went 
these regiments to theif work at double-quick in the most splendid 
style. 

The Tenth Missouri Eegiment retook the Sixth Wisconsin Battery 
and turned the guns upon the flying enemy, serving them with such 
ammunition as was found uxion the ground. The Tenth Iowa Eegi- 
ment quickly came forward to its original position, which was main- 
tained during the remainder of the day. The two last-named regiments 
were here exposed to a severe tire of the enemy, who still held posses- 
sion of the redoubt on their left, and from which he was finally expelled 
after a sharp contest. The troops of Davies’ division gradually came 
back to their original position, and the whole line was held to the end 
of tho action. Shortly after it was retaken Dillon’s battery was with- 
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drawa from the field for want of men and ammunition to serve the 
guns. 

In making this report it may be proper for me to state i liat din ing the 
action I was not advised of the presence of tlie brigadier-general com- 
manding upon the field, although later I learned that notwill)-''.iiidi!.g 
his physical condition he was there personally heading a -.."..’-trh.r 
of the Seventeenth Iowa Eegiment, taken from the reserve, in which a 
rebel flag was captured. 

For the part taken in the battle by my regiment during the time I 
was in command of the brigade I desire to refer to the report of Maj. 
Leonidas Homey, herewith inclosed. I cannot at the same time too 
much commend the coolness and gallantry of that fine ofiicer during 
the whole day, and especially in the charge upon and recapture of the 
Sixth Wisconsin Battery, in which he was wounded, but refused to 
leave the field. Adjt. Francis 0. Deimling, of the same regiment, de- 
serves honorable mention for exemplary bravery on the same occasion 
and throughout the day. • 

Among other events d-*'. r*"*" 7 of a particular mention was the bril- 
liant fighting of the liny-sixin Illinois Eegiment, under the gallant 
Lieutenant- Colonel Eaum. Too much importance cannot bo attached 
to his prompt action at a very critical moment of the day. Great credit 
is also due to the Tenth Iowa Eegiment, under Major McOalla, for the 
steadiness with which it maintained its support of the Sixth Wisconsin 
Battery until overwhelmed and the promptness with which it again re- 
sumed its place. The brave Major Lanning fell trying to rail}'' his regi- 
ment when forced from its position^ and deserves to be held in gratefid 
remembrance as a gallant soldier. 

I also desire to make honorable mention of the valuable assistance 
I received while in command of the brigade from Oapt. Thomas H. 
Harris, assistant adjutant-general, vfho was slightly wounded m the 
hand ; also from Lieuts. T. Jacobson and A. S. Buchanan, of the bri- 
gade staft*. 

The loss of the Tenth Missouri Eoginu'iit in the action was 12 killed, 
70 wounded (2 of whom are since dead), and 3 missing, a list of wlioiti 
is hereto appended.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAML. A. HOLMES, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Oapt. T. H. Harris, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 3d Biv., Army of the Miss. 


^ 0 . 32. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Oreen B. Raum, Fifty-sixth Illinois Infantry, 

Hbqrs. Fiftt-sixth Eeot. Illinois Volunteers, 

Kossuth, Miss,, October 7, 1802. 

Sir: I embrace the first leisure moments to submit a report of tlio 
part taken by my regiment in the battle of the 3d and 4th instant in 
defense of Corinth : 

My regiment was not engaged on the 3d. On the morning of the 


Embodied in revised stfitement, p. 174, and emhraciug casualties in Company F, 
Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, attached. 
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4tli at 2 o’clock I had my men under arms. Soon after daylight Colonel 
Holmes, temporarily commanding the brigade, assigned me the position 
of reserve to the First Missouri Battery, j^vhich was supported by the 
Twelfth Kegiment Illinois Volunteers, as I have been informed. About 
9 a. m. it became manifest that a determined enemy was in strong force 
in front. As soon as the front line engaged him I deployed my regi- 
ment into line and caused both officers and men to lie down. In this 
position I watched the progress of events. After delivering a few vol- 
leys the front line began to waiver and fall back. Their retreat soon 
became a rout, and they came down pell-mell upon us, running over my 
men in every* direction. The caissons and a number of loose horses 
came thundering down and passed through the interval between the 
Tenth Missouri and my regiment. The gunners at the battery gave 
the rebels a parting salute and then made good their retreat. As soon 
as the debris of the broken line had passed by I discovered the enemy 
occupying the earthworks and houses on the right and left. Expecting 
him to advance upon us, I reserved the fire for a time, intending at the 
proper moment to deliver a volley and use the bayonet. Soon, how- 
ever, a musketry duel ensued, the enemy firing over the brow of the 
hill and u}) Avhich he came from his place of concealment ; we from the 
ground. By the giving way of the front line upon my left I was out- 
flanked and exposed to a galling cross-fire, to meet which I hastened 
to the left and directed Major Cooper to change the front of three 
companies. The din was so great that commands could not^ be dis- 
tinctly heard and three other companies were put in motion, which 
created a momentary confusion. This, however, was i)romptly set to 
rights by the gallant officers who led the comj>anies. As soon as my 
wishes were understood the men again laid down, the left in position 
to meet the flank fire. At this juncture the enemy turned one of our 
guns and opened with grape upon us. I directed the men to pay their 
compliments to those who handled it. After firing 4 rounds the gun 
was completely silenced. My left flank, which had been so heavily 
threatened, was now relieved by the opportune arrival of the Seventh 
and Seventeenth Iowa Eegiments and the Union Brigade. A few 
troops of the Twelfth Illinois, numbering perhaps 30, had formed upon 
my right. The enemy beginning to waiver I ordered an advance, and 
my regiment retook the battery and captured two rebel officers in the 
works, who, endeavoring to rally their men, were unable to make their 
escape. One of the artillery officers, who only withdrew to my line 
and to whose bravery I would take pleasure in attesting if I knew his 
name, joined in the advance, improvised an artillery squad, and soon 
rained grape upon the retreating foe with telling effiect. The enemy 
endeavored to rally at the foot of the hill, but a few well-directed vol- 
leys broke his lines, and he found safety in the depths of the thick 
woods beyond. 

Both officers and men of my command acted with a great deal of 
'coolness and determination. Major Cooper bore himself gallantly, di- 
recting the fire of the left wing with much energy. Captains Eankin, 
Cochran, Welsh, and Eeavis were at all times at their posts, cheering 
their men. Lieutenants Cone, Webber, O’Neal, Scott, and Dempsey, 
commanding companies, conducted themselves with great determina- 
tion. Lieutenant Webber, made himself a conspicuous mark by assist- 
ing to erect our colors after Color-Bearer P. M, Hale, of Company G, 
was stricken down mortally wounded. Lieutenants Wal bright, Joiner, 
Keffer, and Dillon by their conduct demonstrated that they are men 
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of courage and ability. Captain Hallj under arrest, was released for 
meritorious conduct on the field. Captain Files, also under arrest, re- 
mained with his company during the greater part of the fight, urging 
them to do their duty. The non-commissioned officers and privates all 
emulated each other'in cfoolness and courage, 

I lost 7 killed and 32 wounded. One since died. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEBEK B. EATJM, 

IdeuteTiant-Colonelj Commanding Fifty -sixth Illinois • 

Oapt. T. H. Hakeis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


:So. 33. 

Report of Maj, Nathaniel MeCalla^ Tenth Iowa Infantry, 

Hdqes. Tenth Eeg-iment Ljwa Volxjnteeks, 
Camp near Corinth^ Miss,^ October 12, 1862, 

Sm: On the morning of the 3d instant at this camp I received orders 
to be in readiness to march at 3 a. m. with tents and baggage loaded, 
and at the nppointecl hour I formed the regiment in line and marched 
in the direction of Corinth, I passed r.rd ])roe(‘e(l- 

ing to a distance of about i ■■ ■■ north ■ •! • of battle, 

my regiment constituting the right of the brigade, and in pursuance of 
your order I ordered Companies A and P to be deployed as skirmishers 
in front of the brigade at a distance as far as the old intrenchments. 

About 8 a. m, 1 moved the regiment from this position a distance of 
about one-half nrile to the left, and took a position immediately on the 
left of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. At about 9 a. m. I received 
orders to change and marched in a northwesterly direction 

about miles, and termed a line of battle on the left and in support 
of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, where I remained about one hour, 
when I was ordered farther to the left and rear, and formed line near 
an old farm house northeast from a battery of the enemy, and within 
easy range of its shells, several of which fell both in the rear and front 
of the line. I then ordered the regiment to the rear about 200 yards, 
which was marched in line of battle and took a position on the road. 
Eemaining here near half an hour, I formed column and was conducted 
by yourself in person in the direction of the enemy’s battery, to the left 
and front of my late position, through dense woods and brush, passing 
the line of our skirmishers. On arriving near the line of the Memphis 
and Charleston Eailroad came upon the line of the enemy’s skirmishers, 
and passing through it took about 20 of them prisoners and ordered 
them to the rear. I ordered a line to be formed on the railroad. Dur- 
ing the execution of the order the enemy opened upon us at a distance 
of about 150 yards a most destructive fire of grape and canister, in 
which several of my men were wounded; but notwithstanding this 
severe fire the line was formed on the railroaddn excellent order. While 
in this position the fire from their batteries was kept up, raking the 
ground, and'would have done immense damage but for the fact that at 
this point where the line was formed on the track there had been a 
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cut about 5 feet in depth, the bank of which formed a good shelter, 
their balls passing over our heads, many of them lodging in the oppo- 
site bank, so closely had they raked the ground. Seeing an attempt on 
the part of the enemy to move forward one of their batteries to a point 
on the railroad on our right from which they could open upon us an 
enfilading fire, I ordered the regiment to file into the dense woods in 
our rear by the left flank, having cleared the track in time to avoid a 
raking fire. I again formed a line of battle and marched to the rear 
under the incessant fire of their battery, whose firing had now become 
too high to do much damage. On arriving at the road we followed it 
to the left until our left arrived at a white house, situated on a road 
leading directly to the front. On this road the pickets of the enemy 
were posted in full view about 150 yards in front of us.‘ In this posi- 
tion 1 deployed the regiment as skirmishers to the right and remained 
till morning. 

On the morning of the 4th I marched to left and rear about 1 mile, 
and formed a line of battle immediately on the right of the Sixth Wis- 
consin Battery. At about 10 a. m. the firing of the skirmishers in front 
of us became rapid,^and the advancing columns of the enemy soon 
drove them back ; but they rallied to a point directly in front of our 
line, and until they had again retired to our rear I could not order my 
regiment to fire ; but as soon as the space in front was cleared I gave 
the order to commence firing, which was kept up with spirit, but with- 
out very materially checking the advance of the enemy, who approached 
us in overwhelming numbers. My men had fired from 15 to 20 rounds, 
when I perceived that numbers of the enemy were passing around the 
right and getting in the rear of my line, and also that the battery on 
my left had been silenced and taken and the enemy pressing forward 
to the left of us. I ordered the regiment to fall back, which it did in 
good order, to a distance of about 70 yards, when I made a halt, facing 
about and again opening the fire j but being unable to retain this posi- 
tion I again ordered the regiment back under cover of the Twelfth 
Wisconsin and Powell’s regiflar batteries. Passing to the rear in line 
of battle I halted at a position immediately between these batteries. 
1 then marched forward and occupied the same ground from which I 
had retired during the action. 

The casualties in the regiment were 6 men wounded on the first day, 
and 1 commissioned ofiSicer, 30 men wounded, and 3 killed on the sec- 
ond day. 

During both days I was assisted in the field by Oapt. IfT. A. Holson, 
acting lieutenant-colonel, and Oapt. Jackson Orr, acting major, also 
William Manning, adjutant ; who acted throughout with great coolness 
and courage and to whom much credit is due. 

The line officers, without an exception, deported themselves with the 
greatest gallantry, and did much to accomplish our successful move- 
ments on the field in the presence of danger. 

Upon the men of my command too much praise cannot be given for 
their endurance, courage, and strict obedience to orders under all cir- 
cumstances. 

Yours, respectfully, 

NATHAiriBL McOALLA, 

Major j Commanding Tenth Iowa Regiment. 

Brig. Gen. J. 0. Sullivan, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Third Rivieion* 
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No. 34. 

Report of Maj. Jalez Fifth Iowa, commanding Serenfeenth lotca 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Setenteenth Iowa Ineantey Volttnteees, 
Gamp at Hatchie Church, Mins., October d, 18G2. 

General : As directed by order of General Hamilton, 1 took com- 
mand of the Seventeenth Iowa on the morning* of the 3d instant, after 
the rcgiineul had been marched about one-halt mile north of Corinth by 
Oaptaiu Young*. About 7 a. m. we were moved with the rest of tlie 
brigade to the breastworks 2 miles north of town, and after changing 
l)Osition Company A, at about 2 o’clock, under command of First Lieu- 
tenant Garrett, was thrown out about three-fourths of a mile as skir- 
mishers, and was soon engaged in a brisk skirmish of about an hour, 
during which time it did good service, leaving quite a number of dead 
rebels on the ground. Company’ B vras also deployed as skirmishers 
in front of our regiment, and while out the regiment changed position, 
and it did not get to the regiment until the next day, after the battle 
on Saturday was over. This comjiany, under command of Second Lieu- 
tenant Hull, of Company E, deserves great credit for the brave and 
unflinching manner in which it held its perilous situation until relieved. 
About 4.30 o’clock this regiment was placed on the extreme right of 
the brigade and ordered forw'urd in line of battle, and after marching 
about half a mile we were met with heavy fire from the enemy’s bat- 
teries, which we found were not more than 100 yards in our advance. 
We also found the enemy in large force, supporting their batteries, 
which were three in number, and finding we were now some <listance 
from the balance of the brigade and entirely NP-iMipMj'hsl. the enemy 
also having commenced a flank movement to oi.;* ; lell back to 

the road and there joined the balance of the brigade, which was already 
in position on the road-side and near where we were before forming our 
line. I was now ordered by General Eosecrans to take position on the 
right of the Twelfth Wisconsin Battery (perhaps the Sixth Wisconsin), 
and remained there until the brigade was ordered into the city. J was 
then ordered by Colonel Holmes, then the brigade, to take 

position on the right of the Sixth Wise i * ^. , where I remained 

until 10.30 o’clock, when I was ordered to take a position on the left of 

Battery, which up to that time, it appears, laid been entirely 

I remained here until about 1.30 o’clock in the morning, 
when, with the rest of the brigade, I moved the regiment, and after 
going out some distauce and ndurniug was put in position about 200 
yards in the rear of the Eightieth Ohio Eegimeut, This position we 
kept until after daylight on October 4, when we were ordered into col- 
umn by General Eosecrans. Whe’^. fi "ing from the enemy had be- 
come quite brisk I deployed the W: into line, and finding we 

were to be kept back as ai reserve I ordered the men to lie down, which 
they did, and here remained for about fifteen or twenty minutes under 
considerable fire from the enemy, who were now fairly to be seen follow- 
ing our men, who were slowly giving back, over the brow of the hill. It 
was while lyin^ in this position that First Lieutenant Garrett, Company 
A, and First Lieutenant Morris, Company F, were wounded, and were 
compelled to retire Irom the field. When the enemy had gained fearful 
odds by advancing so rapidly 'v-.-.r. rround I was ordered by you 
to form on the left of a section a b.i'i ■.< .*/ which was then on our left, 
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I remained in this position but a short time 'when I was ordered for- 
ward, just as the troops on our right were falling back quite fast, and 
with the balance of our brigade I marched the regiment forward to the 
brow^ of the hill, firing and driving the enemy before us. After firing 
and driving the enemy for probably twenty minutes we were ordered 
to charge, which we did, taking quite a number of prisoners and cap- 
turing a rebel flag from (I understand from the prisoners) the Fortieth 
jMississippi Eegiment. Corporal King, of Company G, was the first to 
Jay hands on the rebel colors, and took the bearer prisoner and brought 
him to the rear of our lines. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of praise of both officers and men 
throughout the regiment. Kot a man in the entire regiment evinced the 
slightest inclination to shirk or fall back, and all, without a single ex- 
ception, stood up to the work nobly and with an apparent determination 
to drive the rebels back at all hazards. 

As the regiment was under your immediate observation during the 
entire engagement I do not deem it necessaiy to mention any as de- 
serving of more mention, but will leave for you to say whether any are 
entitled to more praise than that already received by this report. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

J. BAISTBUEY, 

Major Fifths Commanding Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, 
Brigadier-General SullivXn, ' 

Oomdg, Second Brig,^ Third Army of the Mm, 


Ko. 35. 

Report of May. Leonidas Homey ^ Tenth Missouri Infantry. 

Hdqes. Tenth Eegt. Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 

October 12, 1863. 

I have the honor to report that on the morning of October 3, in obe- 
dience to orders from Maj. Gen. C, S. Hamilton, you placed under my 
command seven companies of the Tenth Missouri Volunteers, with 
which command I marched from Coilnth on the Purdy road about 4 
miles, and not'being able to discover the enemy in force on that road, I 
returned on said road to within about 2 miles of Corinth, where I halted 
my command and threw forward and to*the west of the road Lieutenant 
Stevenson with Company F in skirmishing order. At about 500 yards 
they came on and captured a Confederate soldier, from whom I learned 
that the enemy^s left wing rested within a short distance of my position. 
I immediately retired down the road toward Corinth about 1 mile, 
where I found you in position on the road. About 4 p. m., by your 
order, I took command of the Tenth Missouri Eegiment at the same 
time you took command of the brigade. We varied but little from that 
position until near night, when it became apparent the enemy^s main 
attack was to our left, and that they were steadily driving our forces 
close on to the north side of Corinth, when you ordered me to move 
the regiment on the Piu*dy road to a position near Corinth, which I did, 
and finally after dark took position, by your order, on the right of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin Battery and rested on our arms for the night. 
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Very soon after daylight of the morning of the 4th I, by your order, 
moved the Tenth Missouri Eegiment into position on the left of the 
Twelfth Wisconsin J^attery as a support for that battery. Immediately 
in front of the center of our regiment were posted the six guns of the 
Sixth Wisconsin Battery on the crest of a sharp ridge, and immedi- 
ately to their left, on the same ridge, and nearly in front of the left 
wing of our regl'iieid'. was posted a battery of the First Missouri Artil- 
lery, behind a slight earthwork. These last batteries were supported 
by heavy forces of infantry in front of us. At about 8 o’clock the en- 
emy commenced *d\ : • - with heavy masses of infantry to attack the 

positions and batteries in trout of our position, and the conflict soon be- 
came terrific. Our guns were well handled, and produced terrible de- 
struction in the enemy’s ranks with shot and shell ; but they advanced 
steadily forward, and bayoneting our gunners at their guns, 

and finally routed ail the infantry supports in front of our position (cap- 
turing the batteries) and drove them back on the lines of the Tenth 
Missouri Iiegimvmt in perfect disorder and rout, and it was only by fix- 
ing bayonets and threatening to bayonet those who attempted to force 
through our lines that we were able to x>i'event being overborne and 
trampled under foot by horses, infantry, and artillery in their flight. 
As soon as our front was clear of and uncovered by our retreating forces 
we opened fixe from our whole line on the exultant enemy, who were 
rushing forward in large masses, flushed and yi lling at their success, 
but a few rounds drove them back under cover of souk^ buihling.s and 
earthworks on the crest of the hill, from which they ponv^-d m on us a 
very deadly fire, thinning our ranks fearfully. We repeatedly drove 
them by our fire behind the crest of the hill out of our sight, but as soon 
as our tire was discontinued they would rush up again and renew the 
combat, and maintain possession of our batteries, until finally, by your 
order, I ordered the regiment to make a charge with the bayonet at 
double-quick time, which was performed with as much precision as if 
on drill, the boys going at them with a yell and routing them from the 
hill at all points and recapturing six guns belonging to the Sixth Wis- 
consin Battery, which the enemy had been unable to take off or even 
injure, as our fire made the attempt rather dangerous. We m;iniied a 
part of the guns and gave the retreating enemy the benefit of what am- 
munition was left on the ground. The foe again and again attempted 
to advance on our position, but each time gave back under our fire, and 
finally changed the direction of their main attack, and soon began to 
move out of the woods to our left some 200 yards in heavy force down 
the railroad. We opened an oblique fire to the left ou them which did 
good execution, but they advanced steadily forward to our breastworks 
on the left, but were repulsed and driven back, when we again gave 
them a parting salute, and thus ended the battle. 

Where the conduct of both the officers and soldiers of the regiment 
was so conspicuously gallant and every movement performed with the 
precision of veterans, I deem it unnecessary to particularize as to indi- 
viduals, but cannot close this report without tendering my ackuowledg- 
ments to Adjutant Deimling for his valuable aid and assistance through- 
out the day, and his coolness under tire deserves honorable mention. 
To Surgeon Payne I also tender my thanks in behalf of the wounded. 
He exhibited his i^isual daring and fearless discharge of duty in the field. 

LEOJSriDAS HORNET, 

Major, Commanding Tenth Eegimeni Umonri In/aniry. 

Col Samuel A. Holmes. 
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m. 36. 

Report of Maj. Richard Lanning^ Eightieth Ohio Infantry^ 

Hdqrs. Eig-htieth EEcniENT Ohio Volunteers, 
Gamp on Ripley Road, Mias,, October 9,* 1862. 

Sir : I herewith send you the following report of the pai*t taken in 
the late engagement at Corinth, Miss.: 

The fight commenced on Friday morning, 3d instant, about 6 o’clock, 
and continued with very little intermission until night. The brigade 
of which we formed a part was not engaged in action until about 3 p. 
m., when we were drawn up in line of battle and our artillery planted. 
Our position was on the left of our division, the first brigade forming 
our extreme right. We were here subjected to a galling fire from the 
enemy’s battery on our left. Companies A, B, and F were here de- 
ployed as skirmishers. We were then ordered to change position and 
advance steadily to the front. We formed our line immediately on 
the Mobile and Ohio Bailroad, the Tenth Iowa on our right. We were 
here exposed to a very severe fire from the enemy’s batteries, which 
were planted in short range in our front and right. We remained here 
but a short time, when we were ordered to move a short distance to the 
left. After some sharp skirmishing we were ordered to fall back, which 
we did in good order, capturing about 50 prisoners, including a captain 
and lieutenant. We were then ordered to a position near Corinth, where 
we rested on our arms for the night. Bo men killed or wounded. 

B. LABBIBG, 

Major, Commanding Eightieth Ohio Volunteers, 
Per S. S. WEST, 
Sergeant-Major and Acting Adjutant. 

Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, 

Oomdg. Second Brig., Third I)iv., Army of the Miss. 


Bo. 37. 

Report of Copt. David Sheets, Eightieth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Eig-htieth Begiment Ohio Volunteers, 
Gamp on Ripley Road, Miss., October 9, 1862. 

Sir : On Saturday, the 4th instant, about 4 a. m., we were moved on- 
to the field and took our position on the left of the Sixth Wisconsin 
Battery, forming the extreme left of our division. A body of sharp- 
shooters had been deployed as skirmishers in our front. Being greatly 
overpowered, they were Compelled to fall back, when the Eightieth Beg- 
iment fired a tremendous volley of musketry on the advancing rebels 
and continued a dreadful fire, thinning the enemy’s ranks and nobly 
holding their position against greatly superior numbers until the bat- 
tery on our left had been silenced and the Sixth Wisconsin Battery, on 
our right, in the hands of the enemy. We were now fianked by the 
rebels both right and left, and, after having been ordered twice to re- 
treat, feu back before the enemy. Scarcely had Majjor Lanning re- 
peated the order to fall back when he fell ftom his ‘ horse mortally 
wounded, and died soon after. The Eightieth was now left without any 

*But Major Laiming wae killed Ootoher 4, 




240 


WEST TENN. AND NOKTHERN MISS. 


[Chat. XXIX. 


field officer. The command now devolved ou the senior captain (David 
Skeels), and the regiment continued to fight gallantly throughout the 


engageineiit.'^* 


I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 

DAVID SKEELS, 

Gnptain Compfunj D, JElglitieth Regiment Ohio Yols. 

Brig. Gen. J. 0. Sullivan, 

Comdg, Second Brig.^ Third JDiv.^ A^'mg of the Miss. 


No. 38. 

Report of Capt. Henry Dillon^ Sixth Wisconsin Battery. 

Headquahteus Sixth Wisconsin Batteuy, 

Gamp near Corinth^ 21iss.^ October 15, 1SG2. 

Sm : I have the honor to submit the following luport relative to the 
part taken by the Sixth Wisconsin Battery in the action at Corinth 
October 3 and 4 : 

Friday morning, the 3d instant, I left camp, southeast of Corinth, 
between 3 and 4 o’clock, imrsuant to orders, and marched to Corinth, 
forming in battery with the reserve forces, under “-General 

Sullivan, north of town. In the afternoon I was ordered to take uj) a 
position on the right, and accordingly moved farther out on the road, 
near where the battle was then raging. I was here brought under the 
enemy’s fire and had 2 men wounded, but was unable to return the fire 
w’ithout t :..h: the lives of our own men, deployed as skirmishers 

in thew^lMi^ h, us. Late in the evening L was ordered back to 
town and occupied two or three different positions during the night. 

Early on the following morning (Saturday, the 4th) I took iij) a posi- 
tion on the brow of a hill north of the bastion occupied by the First 
Missouri Artillery, and to the right of Davies’ division. 1 was su])- 
portcd on the right by the Tenth Iowa and on the left by the Eightieth 
Ohio. About 9 o’clock the skirmishers in the woods in our front became 
engaged and were soon driven from the woods, followed by the enemy, 
marching in three separate columns. Being then but a few hundre(l 
yards distant, I opened on them with shell and canister with good effect, 
though it scarcely checked their ])rogT 0 ss. Once, when within less than 
100 yards of our guns, the 3 " wavered for an instant, and I hoped to repel 
them ; but on emerging from the woods they had deployed a (*.olumu 
to the left, which had by this time so far gained our right fiank as to 
l)our in upon us a destructive enfilade fire, seeing which they again rallied 
and came forward. They were close upon our guns before our left sup- 
l)ort opened upon them, and man^^ of my cannoneers were by this time 
either killed or wounded and the rest had alreadj^ been driven from their 
guns at the point of the bayonet. At this juncture I commanded the 
limbers and caissons to fall back. It being now too late to limber uj) 
the pieces I was forced to leave them i:i of the cuem^", I 

succeeded in safely removing from tbe m Wi ,i'! cNrept the pieces and 
one limber, whicli was disabled, ui)set, and left. 

Throughout the action* the conduct of my men was uniformly good, 
each doing his whole duty — doing his best. 


Casualties embodied iu revised statement, p. 174, 
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My loss in the aggregate during the two days was 20 — 5 killed (in- 
clndmg 1 lieutenant) and 21 wounded. 

Oar pieces soon fell into our hands in as good condition as when 
abandoned. 

When mustering my remaining effective men I again took the field 
with a four-gun battery, but I was not again brought under fire during 
the day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, 

HENEY DILLOIS^, 

Captain^ Commanding Sixth Wisconsin Battery, 

T. H. Harris, 

Asst, Adjt Gefi,j Second Brig,^ Third I>n\, Army of the Miss. 


No. 39. 

Eeport of Lieut. Lorenso D. ImmeU, First Missouri Light Artillery^ com- 
manding Twelfth Wisconsin Battery. 

Headquarters Twelfth Wisconsin Battery, 

Gamp m the Fields 0(d:oher 9, 1862. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Tweltlh Wisconsin Battery in the battle of the 4th instant 
at Corinth : 

Under direction of Colonel Holmes, of the Tenth Begiment Missouri 
Infantry, a point was selected and the battery placed in jiosition. The 
position chosen was a good one, having a range or field of fire compris- 
ing nearly half a circle — right, front, and left. The battery was posted 
a short distance to the north and east of the town and in the right 
wing of the army commanded by General C. S. Hamilton. The battle 
raged furiously in-our front for some time. Batteries H, K, and H, of 
the First Missouri and the Sixth Wisconsin, were silenced and taken 
after hard fighting in our front. The enemy still advanced in great 
numbers, driving back our front line amid the most terrific firing all 
along the line from right to left. At 8.45 a. m. the battery opened fire 
on the advancing lines of the enemy with shell and case-shot, being 
supported by the Tenth Missouri and Forty-eighth Indiana Eegiments 
ot Infantry, who never fell back, but poured into the enemy^s lines a 
most destructive fire of musketry. The enemy continuing to advance, 
my guns were double-shotted with canister and fired with great rapidity 
until every round of that description of ammunition in our chests was 
expended,' as well as all contained in the ammunition wagon. One gun 
in the battery was disabled after firing but 15 rounds by having a shell 
wedged in the bore, and was sent to the rear for repairs and was not 
again in the action. The remaining guns were fired with great dex- 
terity, consuming in all 507 rounds of ammunition, until the enemy was 
routed. 

I am highly pleased with the manner in which the non-commissioned 
officers and men handled^their guns, obeying evexy command and per- 
forming promptly every duty assigned them. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the gallant conduct of First 
Sergt. Samuel B, Jones and Oorpl. Marcus Ainsden, both of whom dis- 
tinguished themselves to a high degree. 

During the continuance of the battle my attention was called to a 
number of the enemy’s sharpshooters who had advanced to within a 
16 B B— VOL XVII 
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short distance of oiir line under cover of some* buildings, and by direc- 
tion of Captain Harris, assistant adjuljnl of General Sullivan’s 

staff, who gave the notice of their position, i turned two guns on tlie 
buildings, which drove them out in a very short time. Many shells 
Avere fired over our advancing infantry into the ri‘i ival *iig rebels. 

Our loss in the battle was, wounded, 4 (slightly ), and 4 horses killed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

L. B. IMMELL, 

Second lAeut^ First Mo. Lt. Arty.j Comdg. Tioelftk Wis. Batty. 

Maj. A. M. Powell, 

Ghief of Artillery^ Third Division^ Army of the Miss. 


Ho. 40. 

Jtejyort of Col. John K. Mi! 2 }ier^ Third Michigan Cavalry, rr,„. 

Cavalry Division, including ojgerations October 1~12. 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Corinth, Miss., October 19, 18G2. 

Colonel : In compliance with Special Orders, Ho. 254, of October 0? 
1862, calling for reports from the division commanders of the part talcen 
by their respective commands in the battle of Corinth and the ensuing 
pursuit of the enemy, I have the honor to submit the Ibllowing : 

Ho sooner had the enemy commenced concentrating his forces, by 
massing his columns at Eipley, than their movements wore discovered 
by our scouts, and strong parties of cavalry were immediately sent to 
Kossuth, toward Baldwyn, out on the Purdy road, and to Ohewalla. 

On October 1 a portion of the Third Mi<*big:ni Cavalry, oc(ni}>>ing a 
position near Kossuth, -luocoediug via Bone Yard to Davis’ Bridge, 
were attacked by the euemy’s ad^ ■. ■••''umn, and after a short 
skirmish the enemy retired. Capta'-. . \'«‘\, commanding the party, 
caused the bridge over the Hatchie at this point to be destroyed. At 
this time Colonel Lee, with a portion of his brigade, was stationed at 
Bone Yard, from which point he sent out scouting parties on tlie vari- 
ous roads, and discovered that the enemy were advancing in '^i ■■ong fbrcc 
from Ripley, through Euckersville to Jonesborough and thenc<‘. north- 
ward. Guided by the information gained from his scouts, Colonel Lee 
pushed across the Hatchie with a portion of his command to ascertain 
the strength of the enemy’s column ; reached the vicinity oi* Riuikers- 
ville on tie evening of the 1 st instant just as the enemy’s main column 
passed the town, and dashing in with a battalion of cavalry attacked 
their rear guard, and after twenty minutes’ severe «kivnuMiing 
pletely routed them, capturing 5^ Colonel Lee i Iici: rcnirm*!! 

to the east side of the Hatchie, .. !.<.:* i ^ , -m- various crossings of that 
stream and ^ ..M-’'.-;: closely the movements of the enemy. Captain 
Smith, with the Third Battalion of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, was sta- 
tioned at the junction of the Purdy with the Chewalla and rTr.mlmrg 
roads to watch the movements of the enemy in that direction. He hail 
some slight skirmishing with the enemy, but held his position until 2 
p. m. on the 4th, i-rpn’ t*' g frequently 5 when, finding his communication 
cut off, he made a detour to the right of our lines, coming into the Pitts- 
burg road, and after making a reconnaissance on that road returned to 
Corinth. Colonel Hatch, with his command, was stationed at Rorey’s 
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Mill Avitli an advance of -one battalion at Jacinto. He scouted the vari- 
ous roads’leading' south and southeast, but tiiscovered no force moving 
jTom that direction. 

On the od*he was ordered, with his command, to Corinth, and was 
employed during that day making a reconnaissance north and west of 
Corinth and in watching the enemy^s movements in that direction. 

On the morning of the Ith Colonel Hatch proceeded with his bri- 
gade and a section of artillery, under Lieutenant Green, north, on the 
Purdy road, to operate on the enemy’s left flank ; but before proceeding 
beyond the old rebel breastworks met the enemy’s skirmishers in heavy 
force. He placed his artillery in position, sent forward a battalion of 
cavalry (dismounted) to its support, keeping the remainder of his cam- 
mand in reserve, and held this point until General Hamilton’s divis- 
ion came up and occuiiied the position. The enemy having fallen back 
Colonel Hatch then moved north 2 miles, crossing'the railroad, moved 
west 5 miles, then southwest 2 miles. Here he placed his artillery in 
position to command the Ohewalla road, and held his command ready 
to intercept the trains of the enemy, and remained at this point until 
ordered to return to Corinth. Colonel Lee remained on the Kossuth 
load until the evening of the Jd, when he was directed to return to 
Corinth. He arrived late at night and bivoucked. His command 
occupied a position in front of General McKean’s division, on our south- 
west front, sending out scouts during the night. 

On the 4th he took position in line of battle in rear of our left wing 
and sent four companies (dismounted) to skirmish on our left flank, re- 
lieving the men from time to time during the engagement. 

Major Snoddy, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, was sent, with four compa- 
nies of his regiment to guard the Tuscumbia Bridge and to watch the 
enemy’s movements on their right flank. He was twice engaged with 
a small force of the enemy and twice routed them. The enemy, after 
repeated assaults upon our works and vain but desperate endeavors to 
occupy the town and drive us from oui* position, fell back in disorder 
and began a precipitate retreat. 

The Third Michigan Cavahy, under Captain Willcox, guarded the va- 
rious roads north of Corinth during the night of the 3d and during the 
battle on the 4th was posted in rear of and protecting our right flank. 
During the pursuit his command moved with Colonel Hatch’s brigade, 
to which it belongs. Detached companies were employed from time to 
time on the 3d and 4th in keeping the infantry in line and in gathering 
stragglers ; also in patrolling the town and preserving order. During 
the retreat the main body of the cavalry formed two flanking columns, 
one brigade with a section of artillery, under Colonel Hatch, moving 
on the north side, and one brigade of cavalry, a section of artillery, 
and two comi3aiiies of infantry, under Colonel Lee, on the south side 
of the Ohewalla road, making frequent dashes upon the enemy’s flanks, 
harassing them, hanging continually on their skirts, and impe^ng their 
retreat, while dilierent detachments formed the advance of the main 
columns. 

Captain Smith, with a battalion of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, formed 
the advance guard of General McPherson’s column, and was three times 
engaged with the enemy’s rear guard, capturing prisoners, horses, and 
arms, and on the return of our forces from Eipley acted as the rear 
guard to the troops under General McPherson. 

Captain Funke, commanding four companies of the Eleventh Illinois 
Cavalry, formed the advance to General McArthur’s column and per- 
formed excellent service. It also acted, in conjunction with the Fifth 
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Ohio Cavalry, as rear guard to General M^*PJlel^son^s coluain on the 
return to Corinth, 

Major Love, with a battalion of the Second Io^\a Oavaby and two 
e<niipaiiies of the Third l?iTichigaii Cavalry, commanded* by Captain 
Leese, the whole under Colonei Ingersoll, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, 
remained during the pursuit as a portion of tlio garrison at Corinth, 
and were employed on picket and patrol duty. 

Lieutenant Stoddard, who was charged with the superintendence of 
the courier line between headquarters and the advance, deserves men- 
tion for his able :^anagement and his men for long ex])Osure and 
■ i.t\ui' * r -id r^r their cheerful and prompt performance of duty as dis- 

psite’! 

Colonel Lee, with the Second Hi igade, was ordered to move on the 
road south of the Memphis and Charleston Eaiiroad to protect the left 
flank of our yir.rr*' ;: columns; came up with the enemy’s rear guard 
at Kossuth, : from the town, and was skirmishing continu- 

ally, always routing them, till he reached Euckersville, at which place 
ho captured 20 prisoners. There met an advance, under General Mc- 
Pherson 5 headed this advance column and moved on toward Eipley, 
Skirmishing ensued from that point until he reached Eijiley. The 
enemy formed three different lines of battle, wliich were successively 
broken by our troops, Oolouel Lee was the lirst to cuter Eii>ley, and 
after heavy skirmishing occupied the town, completely routing the 
enemy, captui'ing 75 prisduers, and held the town until our main col- 
umn came uj). During this pursuit Colonel Lee’s troops captured 140 
prisoners. 

On the morning of the 5th Colonel Hatch, with his command and a 
section of artillery, was ordered to move on the road north of the Mem- 
phis and Ohio Eaiiroad; scouted north 5 miles, thence west 14 miles 
to the Tuscninbia, and thence u]) to the old State Line road. At 11 
o'clock received orders to return to Corinth; from thence he marched 
toward Eieiizi ; was detained building bridge at Rovey’s Mill; from 
there skirmished 15 miles with the enemy on road to Eipley; removed 
obstructions; cut road through Hatcliie Swamp and built bridges. 

After :>* -e! Eipley, on the morning of the flth, made a vStroiig re- 
connaissance l7 miles south of Eipley, discovering Ciat the enemy were 
moving toward Hickory Flats, At Eipley the ca valry was again massed 
by the junction of the- brigades under Colonels Lee and 'liaU-h, and 
wove employed in making exIcnsiA^e scouts toward Orizaba, Hickory 
Flats, and Salem, and, remaining, occupied the vicinity of Eipley nntil 
our main tbree had returned to their camps at Corinth. ’ Then IbboAving 
twenty-four hours after the rear guard of the army, veluriu^d by two 
main routes. Colonel Lee, with his brigade, moving south (dtlni Ei]) 
h‘y and Eienzi roads, retarned through Eienzi to Codntli, t'oloiiel 
Hatch, with the First Tlr'g'.d;, passing quietly north and to tlie west 
of Euckersville through Joiiesborough and thence via Crum’s Mill to 
I'orinth. 

It is due to the cavalry to remark thal, although the nature of their 
SJ rvice iu this wooded country is such that they are fre(]u<*utly denied 
a participation in general engagements, yet those whose ]»rlus(*. and 
approbation is most to be desired do not lose sight of the invaluable 
services performed by them. Ko service is more arduous, yet, with 
patience and even a spirit of indifference to fatigue, has their labor 
l>i‘eii performed weeks without the slieltcr of a tent or the ordinary 
comforts of oauip life. They have traversed the country far and near, 
and, never remaining long enough in one position to let their where- 
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abouts become known, have ever been ready to fall upon the enemy 
wherever found. To watch and to know being their province, all the 
preliminaries to a battle devolve upon them, and in the headlong pur- 
suit and rout of an enemy the cry is always for the cavalry. Both 
during the approach of the enemy and his subsequent disastrous re- 
treat were the invaluable services of the cavalry seen. To a portion 
of this command, under Colonel Lee, who, by forced marches and over- 
coming all difficulties, much x)raise is due for taking the lead and being 
the first to enter, occupy, and hold the town of Eipley until the main 
columns were brought up. The distance traveled, the labor performed, 
and the fatigue endured by the cavalry is almost incredible, and all 
this, so cheerfully performed and with such alacrity and spirit, entitle 
all to the highest commendations. 

The colonel commanding takes pleasure in bearing testimony to the 
zeal, enterprise, and spirit displayed by the officers and men of his 
command, among whom he wishes to mention (’ol. A. L. Lee, Seventh 
Kansas Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade ; Col. E. Hatch, Second 
Iowa Cavalry, commanding First Brigade ; Capt. L. G. Willcox, Third 
Michigan Cavalry; Maj. D. E. Coon, Second Iowa Cavalry; Capt. J. C. 
Smith, Fifth Ohio Cavalry; Capt. Otto Fiinke, Eleventh Illinois Cav- 
alry, and Major Saoddy, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, commanding bri- 
gades, regiments, and detaehments, and the officers and men under 
their command, who all acted most nobly. 

Notwithstanding the danger to which the cavaliy was exposed the 
list of casualties, I am happy to state, is exceedingly small. I have 
only to leport 5 killed, 21 wounded, and 12 missing. 

Company I, Third Michigan Cavalry, my personal body guard, ren- 
dered very valuable service in rallying stragglers, taking charge of pris- 
oners, and in performing with dispatch all orders given them. When 
our center first broke Lieutenant Pope, commanding this company, in 
his zeal to aid our troops to reform was captured by the enemy. To the 
officers of my personal staff, Lieut. W. S. Beldeu, Second Iowa Cavalry, 
and Lieut. W. A. Martin, Third Michigan Cavalry, much credit is due 
jor their energy and spirited discharge of duty. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. MIZNEK, 
Colonel and Chief of Cavalry, 

Lieut. Ool. H. G. Kennett, Chief of Staff. 


No. 41. 

Report of Capt. Joseph C. Smithy Fifth Ohio Cavalry, including operations 

October 3-12. 

Hdqrs. Third Batt., Fifth Ohio Yol. Cavalry, 

Camp below Corinth, Miss,, October 13, 1862. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the part taken by my 
command in the recent battle of Corinth was as follows : 

Early on the morning of Friday, 3d instant, in pursuance of orders 
received, 1 repaired with my commaud, lettered and numbered as fol- 
lows : Company B, 1 commissioned officer and 33 men ; Company H, 3 
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commissioiied officers and 34 men ; Company 1, 1 commissioned officer 
and 2() men, and Company K, 2 commissioned officers and 3;> men, to 
the place of rendezvous at Corinth. I there, by yonr orders, detailed 
Company I, Captain Murphy, as escort for Brigadier-General Davies, 
and by order of Colonel Mizner, chief of cavalry, reported with my re- 
maining companies to him, and was sent out on the Purdy and Corintli 
roads to the point where the Ohewalla and Hamburg road crosses, with 
orders to scout all approaches from the enemy’s left flank and protect 
our communications with Bethel by that road. 1 remained there that 
day without molestation. 

On Saturday morning at 9 o’clock my communications with Corinth 
were cut ofl;‘ and my messenger taken prisoner. Shortly afterward I 
had a skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry from the water-tank on tlio 
Mobile and Ohio Eailroad. A party sent by me toward Corinth at 11 
a. m. discovered a force of cavalry and infantry 0(i<;u]iyiiig the old line 
of the cneii£\\s breastworks and throwing pickets out in the direction 
of the Pirtsi)m‘g road. I then made a dctoiu* to the right by way of 
onr thii'd line of works north of Corinth, readied the road, 

and marched into Corinth, bringing in 3 prisoners. I rejjdu'ji ^ 'orintli 
at 4 p. m., w’as ordered to go into camp, prepare five days’ rations, and 
report at 5 a. m. next morning. 

At 3 o’clock on Sunday inoining, 5th instant, I reported, with throe 
companies (100 men and" 8 commissioned officers), to Brig. Gen. J. B. 
McPherson, on the Chewalla road, and took the advance. At Oliewalla 
I had a severe skirmish with the enemy’s rear guard 5 had Capt. E. 
ISforton wounded and three horses killed. I am told we killed 3 of the 
enemy. I know we cn pin rod 3. He opened on us with two pieces ol 
artillei’y, and I was ooMip(‘IU‘(i to fell back out of his range. £Je soon 
left upon the appronch of the main column, and we again imrsuedhim, 
coming upon him near the Tuscumbia, at Young’s Bridge. We tbere 
halted'^ for the night, 

!Next morning, 6th instant, we continued the ])ursuit, gathering up 
and sending to the rear large numbers of the enemy. Wc got one 
standard, which was taken charge of by Geueiul McPherson ; also two 
detached battle-flags, with some horses. At the Hatchie wo made a 
short halt, when we again started in pursuit, reaching Jonesborough at 
10 p. m. 

Early next morning we again moved forward, and encountered the 
enemy’s cavalry about 9 a. ra., and skirmished with him until within 
about a mile of Eiickersville, where his obstinacy caused General 
McPherson to bring his artillery to bear upon him^ which quickly sent 
him on his retreat. His cavalry placed at that point numbered about 
1,500. We marched to Euckersville and then halted. Prom tliat point 
to Eipley I formed the rear of General McPherson’s col umn to rest my 
horses, and established one company there, and on the su(;(*, ceding days 
courier posts from Eipley to Jone«2borough. 

On the 8th we marched into ;iiid T , b .1 the Oxford and 

Pontotoc roads, and employed my men in .Hu.a;.; 1 . prisoners and 
arms from the country 'around the town. 

At 2 a.m.on the 11th instant I marched from Eipley and took the left 
flank of McPherson’^ division via the MTubbiiiEidge road and guerrilla 
paths to Jonesborough, thence to Corinth, and formed the rear guard 
of the column, reaching the camp at 10 p. m. on the 12th instant. 

In action and during the laborious duties tJ-isignc.d me my officers 
and men behaved g<illriii<l\ and to my entii'e satisfaction. During the 
of the battle and first two days of the pursuit, until reaching 
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tlie Hatchie, my horses got nothing but grass to eat, and were very 
much exhausted. Many of them were unfit for service when I started. 
I have tlie honor to I'emain, yours, &c., 

J. 0. SMITH, 

Captain^ Gomdg. Third Battalion^ Fifth Ohio Yohmieer Cavalry. 
Capt. J. I-iOVELL, 

AsfilHtmxt Adjutant- Genet^al, Second Division. 


Ko. 42. 

Report of Capt. George A. Williams^ First U. S. Infantry^ commanding 
Siege Artillery ^ Army of the Mississippi. 

Battery Williams, Corinth, Miss*, 

October 16, 1SG2* 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of the siege batteries at Corinth, Miss., during the battle of 
October 3 and 4: 

On the retirement of General Davies’ division, on October 3, the 
enemy aiiproached, toward evening, to within 800 yards of Battery 
Eobinett (a battery mounting three 20-pounder Parrott guns, and 
situated on a hill on the north side of the Memphis and Charleston Eail- 
road, overlooking Corinth and the country west), where they were met 
by a brigade of General Stanley’s division, under Colonel Mower, of the 
Eleventh Missouri Yolunteers, who were temporarily placed under 
General Davies, and who after a sharp contest repulsed the enemy; 
but they were then ordered to retire immediately afterward, which 
allowed the enemy to occupy the ground in front of Battery Eobinett. 
As there were indications of the enemy reforming, Lieutenant Eobi- 
nett, who commanded the battery, threw a few shells among them, to 
which they replied with four shots from their artillery; but night 
coming on the firing ceased. 

About 3.30 a. m., October 4, the enemy opened on our forts and 
their supports with artillery. Battery Eobinett returned the fire im- 
mediately. On the evening of the 3d there was a field battery posted 
on the left of Battery Eobinett, which was immediately between my 
battery (Williams) and where the enemy had posted their guns on the 
morning of the 4th. It being dark when the enemy’s fire opened I 
could not see whether that battery was still there or not, and did not 
open fire in consequence; but as soon as I ascertained that it had been 
removed. I opened with three 30-pounder Parrott guns, immediately 
followed by Battery Phillips, commanded by Captain Phillips, First V. 
S. Infantry (situated about 600 yards southwest of Battery Williams), 
with an 8-inch howitzer, which enfiladed the rebel battery. At the 
same time Captain Maurice’s field battery (Company P, Second U. S. 
Artillery) and a field battery on the north of the town opened. Under 
this fire the rebel artillery was silenced in less than thirty minutes, and 
they retired, leaving one gam and a caisson on the field. About 9.30 or 
10 a. m. the enemy were observed in the woods north of the town form- 
ing in line, and they soon made their appearance, charging toward the 
town. As soon as our troops were out of the line of fire of my battery 
we opened upon them with two 30-pounder Parrott guns and one S-inch 
howitzer, which enfiladed their line (aided by Maurice’s battery and 
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one gun on the right of Battery llobiiiett, which bore on that part of 
the town), and continued our fire until the enemy were repulsed and 
had I ! , ,1 the woods, 

Br/’ ^ ,:i.- time the enemy were being repulsed from the town my 
attention was drawn to the left side of the battery by the firing from 
Battery Eobinett, where I saw a column advancing to storm it. After 
advancing a short distance they vrere re})ulsed, but immediately re- 
formed, and, storming the work, gained the ditch, but w^ere repulsed. 
During this charge 8 of the enemy, having jdaced a handkerchief on a 
bayonet and calling to the men in the battery not to shoot them, sur- 
rendered, and were allowed to come into the fort. They then reformed, 
and, reatormiiig, carried the ditch and the outside of the work, the sup- 
ports having fallen a short distance to the rear in slight disorder. 

The men of the First U. S. Infantry, after having been driven from 
their guns (they manned the siege guns), resorted to their muskets, 
and w^ere firing from the inside of the embrasuj os at the enemy on the 
outside, a distance of about 10 feet intervening; but the rebels, having 
gained the top of the werk, our men fell back into the angle of the fort, 
as they had been directed to do in such an emergency. Two shells were 
thrown fi?om Battery Williams into Battery Eobiuett, one bursting on 
top of it and the other near the right edge. In the mean while the 
Eleventh Missouri Volunteers (in reserve) changed front, and, aided by 
the Forty-third and Sixty-third Ohio Volunteers, with the Twenty- 
seventh Ohio Volunteers on their right, gallantly stormed up to tlie 
right and left of the battery, driving the enemy before them. The bat- 
tery could not open on the ivtreating enemy, for its commander, Lieu- 
tenant Eobiuett, was wounded, and 13 of the 20 men that manned it 
were either killeil or wounded. 

This closed the action in front of Battery Eobinetfc, except the occa- 
sional firing of "1 ..U- : ^.it the enemy were then reforming in 

the woods, whe*i .1: .x U, -i formed when they stormed the town, 

and advanced to the attack ; but were rei)ulsed before 1 hey reached 
the town. During this attack the right guns of my battery were eii- 
gaged, having an enfilading fire on the enemy’s line. 

Battery Eobinett was commanded by Lieutenant Eobinett, with one 
officer (Lieutenant Cullen) and 24 men of Company C, First (J. S. In- 
fantry. Battery Williams, under my immediate command, was manned 
by Companies D and I, First U. S. lufantry. Battery ]?hillips, com- 
manded by Captain Phillips, and manned by Companies A, B, and U, 
First IT. S. Infantry. While the enemy were advancing ou the town, 
Battery Chapman [Madison], manned by Company B, Second Illinois 
Artillery, was engaged over the town shelling the enemy out. 

About 8 p, m. of the 4th it was discovered that about 200 yards in 
front of Battery Eobinett was a gun and a caisson that the rebels had 
been forced to abandon during the artillery firing of the morning. A 
portion of the Sixty-third Ohio Volunteers went out for the purpose of 
bringing it in. They succeeded in bringing in the caisson, but were 
forced by the rnrmv''- sharpshooters to abandon the xiiece. Corpls. 
[Patrick] Meade -i.'il [.loseph] Plaskey and Privates [Michael] Eyan 
and Daniel Murray (afterw^ard killed), of Conriai^v 0, First U. S.‘ In- 
fantry, volunteered to go out and get it. They succeeded, and, when 
about half way in, they were met and assisted by Private [James M.] 
Strange, of Company F, Second IJ. S. Artillery. 

I most respectfully attest to the good conduct of the officers (Lieu- 
tenants Bates, Hosiner, and Mace) and soldiers of my battery, as W(^U 
as those of Batteries Phillips and Eobinett. It is scarcely proper to 
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mention one more tlian the other, but I would call special attention to 
Lieutenants Eobinett and Cullen, and to First Sergts. [Patrick! Brana- 
gan, Company I, [Leonard] Hein, Company C, and [Otto] Jacobi, Com- 
pany D, as well as to Sergts. [Edward] JMcGuire, [Patrick] McDonald, 
and [Patrick] Gallagher, and to Lance-Corpl. [John] Waters. 

During the action the First U. S. Infantry lost as follows: * 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. A. WILLIAMS, 

Gaptmn^ Mrst TJ. Infty.^ Commander of Siege Artillery, 
Lieut. Col. H. G. Kennett, 

GM^ of Staffs Army of the Mississiy;pi, 


Ko. 43. 

E^ort of Gayt John Morrill {Yates Sharpshooters)^ Sixty fourth Illinois 

Infantry, 

Hbqes. Yates Sharpshooters, Illinois Volunteers, 

Cormr/i, Mins,, October 14, 1862. 

The following is a correct report of the part taken by my command 
in the battle of Corinth, October 4 : 

On the afternoon of the 3d 1 received a verbal order to have my com- 
mand fall in under arms and move to the provost-marshal’s, and under 
your direction took a position in the rear of General Eosecrans’ head- 
quarters. I remained in this position until after dark, when I was or- 
dered by General McArthur to deploy a line of skirmishers sufScient to 
cover his front, advance them well into the wood, and remain until 
morning. I accordingly deployed three companies, holding three in 
reserve near my line of skirmishers. I then received orders from Gen- 
eral Eosecrans, if agreeable to General McArthur, to hold and con- 
test the ground as long as I could and then fall back through the lines 
and go to the corral. The left of my line rested on the railroad near 
the house just north of town and the right connected with the line of 
the Western Shaipshooters. The line ran in a northeasterly direction. 

About 2 o’clock on the morning of the 4th I received orders to send 
three companies to remove our baggage, camp equipage, and stores, 
and then report to General Eosecrans for orders. About daylight our 
vedettes were driven in by the enemy. I advanced the line and en- 
gaged their skirmishers, and our scouts reported them as falling back 
across the railroad to the west side. Soon, however, heavy columns of 
the enemy recrossed the railroad under a scorching fire from the skir- 
mishers on the railroad and commenced advancing upon us. The men 
fought well, contesting every inch of ground. Immediately upon the 
near approach of the enemy a battery in our rear opened fire, creating 
greater havoc among our skirmishers than the enemy. I ordered my 
line of skirmishers and reserve to fall back into a ravine under cover 
from the battery and sent my sergeant-major to have the battery 
change direction j but before this could be done I found myself flanked 
and nearly surrounded, and retreated under a very heavy fire from the 
enemy. The line of skirmishers being badly broken under fire from 
front and rear I was unable to get the men together, and they fought 


Nommal list omitted shows 5 meu killed ; 1 officer and 8 men wonnded. 
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miscellaneously ^v'itli otliCT rCvS^imeiits dniaiig tlie battle. After llie. 
fig'liting liad ceased and the men became rested 1 collected them to- 
gether and reported to General liosecrans. I was ordered to the corral 
to guard Iieadqnarter teaims. 

riaviiig' heard all r<^poi*ts from line and staft* otficers, 1 am ha])py to 
say the men behaved nobly and fonght well. 

The total loss is 11 killed, 44 wound(‘d, and If) missing*. 

liespectf u lly submitted . 

JOHN MOllUlLL, 
Civiyfani^ VoonncnuVnKj Baffallon. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kennett, Chief of , 


NTo. 44. 

Rei>ort of IJeuf. James G. Cameron {Ynies Sharpshooters)^ Sixty fnirth 

Illinois Infantry. 

Corinth, Miss., Octoher 13, 1802. 

Captain: The following is a correct re])ort of the proceedings of 
Coin])anies A, P, and D in the battle of Corinth, October 4 : 

Pursuant to your order these three companies returned about 2 a. m. 
to camp, packed the tents, cainj) eiiuipiige, and baggage into wagons, 
and Captain Stewart then reported to General Ivdsecrans for orders. 
He received orders to remain on the ridge where our camp had been 
until further orders from Genei’al Rosecrans. Pursuant to an order 
from Headquarters of the Army of the Mississip])i Captain Stewart de- 
tailed 50 men and a commiSwSioned officer to report to ( hiptain Kirby for 
duty at headquarters. The detail having finished its duty at head- 
quarters returned to the detaclimeiit, which was still awailing orders. 
While thus awaiting orders the rebels made the attack on the right 
wing, charging fiercely np the little rise of ground and :,.Paj a deadly 
shower of bullets from their ranks. The leginamt ii:.>!.< i\ in our 
frout gave way, falling to our rear, leaving us exposed t o the 'enemy 5 
and although Ave had no orders from onr commanding general to fire, 
we had orders to remain on that ridge until farther orders froni him • 
and in order to do so it was necessary that we should keep the en- 
emy at a respectful distance. The three companies stood theii' ground 
and fought nobly until ordered by Captain Stewart to fall back a short 
distance to vrhero the line Avas being reformed. At this ]>lace Ca])tain 
Stewart was Avounded and taken from the field, 1, being the next in 
command, rallied as many of the men as possible, and at the command 
forward advanced to the ground occupied by the original line, but a 
little to the left of our former position, and there resisted the second 
charge of the rebels. The three companies were badly cut up and soine- 
wliat^ scattered. When' the firing ceased 1 was ordered by Captain 
Morrill to reform the detachment on the ground Avhere the Sharp- 
shooters’ hospital had been and where the balance of the battalion was 
at that time, which 1 accordingly did. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. C. CAMEROK, 

First I/ieut.^ Gomdg. Go, A, Yates Sharpshooters^ Illinois Vols, 

Capt. John Morrill, 

Commanding Yates Sharpshooters^ Illinois Volunteers, 
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IsTo. 45. 

Report of Brig, Gen. Thomas A. Davies.^ U. S. Army, ^oiti'u^tn^V.^g Second 

Division, Army of West Tennessee, including operations October 

tvitli resulting correspondence. 

Hdqes. Second Division, Aeimt of West Tennessee, 

October IS, 1862. 

SiE: In obedience to General Orders, l^o. 134, 1 bave tbe boiior to 
make the following report of tlie operations of tliis division on October 
3 and 4, at tlie battle of Corinth, and also in the pursuit after the enemy : 

At 1.45 a. m., October 3, I received the following order by telegraph 

Corinth, Miss., Ociohei' 3, 18G2— 1.30 a. m. 

General Da^^es: 

There heiug indications of a possible attack on Corinth immediately, the following 
disposition of troops will he made: General McKean, with his division, will occupy 
his present position; General Davies will occupy the line between the Memphis and 
Colnmbus Eailroads; General Hamilton will, with his division, take position between 
the rebel works on the Purdy and on the Hamburg roads, and General Stanley will 
hold his division in reserve at or near the old headquarters of Major-General Grant. 
The respective divisions will he formed in two lines, the second line being either in 
line of battle or close column by division, as circumstances may require. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans : 

TEIVIPLE CLiEK, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

A previous order had been received to hold the command in readi- 
ness to move at a moment’s notice. Accordingly the arms were stacked 
on the color-line at 2 a. m. By some mistake in the telegraph the order 
to move at 3 o’clock was not received. Learning that Hamilton’s divis- 
ion had moved, I telegraphed for instructions and the division moved 
about daylight with three days’ rations iu haversacks, and blankets. 
Being late and the morning intensely hot the command was very much 
wearied by the travel of the 6 miles which they had to make to arrive 
at their position. On passing through Corinth I reported to General 
Eosecrans for more particulaiF instructions as to the position 1 was to 
occupy. He told me to proceed out on the Columbus Eailroad miles 
from Corinth and form in line of battle. I took into action three bri- 
gades and Iburteen pieces of artillery. The First Brigade, under Gen- 
eral Hacklemau, including officers, numbered 1,097 men 5 the Second 
Brigade, under General Oglesby, iu like manner, numbered 720; the 
Third Brigade, under Colonel Baldwin, acting brigadier-general, num- 
bered 1,117 men; the artillery, under command of Major Stone, chief of 
artillery, numbered 264 officers and men. Total number of infantry, 
2,924 officers and men. Total artillerists, 264 officers and men. An 
investigation has been had of all absentees. There are a few absent in 
some regiments without leave and a few who left the field without per- 
mission. These will be branded in general orders from these headquar- 
ters as cow^ards and poltroons, who will never gain a military standing 
among their brave comrades in war till they shall have wiped out the 
disgrace in some battle and by orders from division headquarters. The 
division was very weak, owing to the large number detailed from it 
for duty in and about Corinth. All the cavalry was detailed to report 
to Colonel Mizner. The Fourteenth Missouri and Twenty-second Ohio 
were doing duty in Corinth. The Union Brigade, consisting of rem- 
nants of the Eighth, Twelfth, and Fourteenth Iowa and Fifty-eighth 
Illinois, was on duty at the Tuscumbia. Four companies of the Twelfth 
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IHinois were on tl:':*''!* from Burnsville, and one battery of artillery 
was guarding the Iiai.njiivg and" Purdy roads north and east of Corinth. 

The division moved out and formed line of battle at the forks of the 
Columbus and Chewalla roads about 1^ miles from Corinth, in the 
woods, the artillery occupying a hill which commanded the two roads, 
Colonel Baldwin's brigade being held in reserve. We heard artillery 
firing before we got on the gioimd, which I soon ascertained to be 
Colonel Oliver’s command of ihe Division falling back from Che 
walla, and which had made a stand north of the Memphis and Charleston 
Eailroad with one regiment and one piece of artillery and at the rebel 
breastworks 2,400 yards in front and to the left of my position — ^part of 
the ground to be occupied by my division. Tirirki-'g a movement for- 
ward on the Columbus road would support Ooionei Oliver and prevent 
the enemy flooding down too rapidly upon us I sent to General Eose- 
crans for permission to move forward and occupy the rebel breastworks 
on the Columbus road. He replied that I could do as I thought best. 
I accordingly moved forward 800 yards to an open field that commanded 
the Columbus road and a bridle-path leading to the left, and sent for- 
ward the Seventh Illinois with a section of artillery 1,000 yards to the 
rebel breastworks as a reconnaissance. I soon received a message fiom 
Colonel Oliver that if I did not send him two regiments and some artil- 
lery he could not hold his position. I accordingly sent him the Seventh 
and Fifty-seventh Illinois and two 20-pounder rifled guns, under Cap- 
tain Eichardson, all under command of Colonel Baldwin. About this 
time Colonel Ducat, General Eosecrans’ aide, came to me with directions 
from him not to let the enemy penetrate beyond therebel breastworks, and 
called my particular attention to the bridle-path which led out between 
the Columbus and Chewalla roads. I *• ordered forward 

Generals Oglesby’s and Hackleman’s brigades to the rebel breastworks 
on the Columbus road, and formed the first line of battle, nackleman 
on the right, Oglesby on his left, and Baldwin supporting Olivt r on 
the extreme left, and some artillery and the J'ifiicrh Illinois w^ere or- 
dered back to the forks of the Columbus and Chewalla roads, where I 
made my headquarters, to take position as the reserve. About this 
time 1 received an order from General Eosecrans to re-enforce Oliver 
with two regiments, and replied that it had been done. Oglesby was 
then ordered to send a section of artillery to his left, with a sufficient 
support to cover the bridle-path. 

Having received reports of the distances between my right and ex- 
treme left and the presence of the enemy in heavy force in my front, I 
sent to General Eosecrans for re-enforcements, telling him that it would 
be impossible for me to hold my position with the troops at my com- 
mand. I received the reply by Colonel Du Bois, aide to Generui Eose- 
crans, that re-enforcements should be sent. About this time I received 
a notice that my left, under Colonel Baldwin, could not liold its i)osi- 
tion without re-enforcements. I sent forward the last of my reserve, 
the Fiftieth Illinois. General Oglesby sent the Eighty-first Ohio, num- 
bering 218 men, all told, with one 24-ponn(1er howitzer and one 10- 
ponuder Parrott gun, to cover the bi‘i(lli--])arh. They were attacked in 
this position by five regiments on the left, a heavy force on the right, 
and in front at the same time, the right being first struck. 

The Eighty-first Eegiment, Colonel Morton, fired from 15 to 21 rounds 
upon the advancing enemy and the artillery mowed lanes through their 
solid columns. Lieutenant Conant was in command of this section. 
This feeble force undertook to do too much. The artillery horses were 
nearly all shot and the infantry, after a stubborn resistance (several of 
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his men being bayoneted in the ditch), were compelled to give way, and 
the pieces could not be brought oft’ for want of horses. They were 
abandoned and captured by the enemy. The Confederates here pressed 
their advantage, and, falling upon the balance 'of General Oglesby’s 
small command, were severely dealt with by them and the most stub- 
born resistance made. The enemy here advanced to plant a battery 
against us and they succeeded in firing three or four shots, but were 
promptly silenced by Captain Welker and Lieutenant Green, the latter 
being in General Haekleman’s brigade and on the right. The enemy 
pressed in large force on our left, center, and right center against Gen- 
eral Oglesby’s brigade, and the Ninth and Twelfth Illinois were com- 
pelled to give way ; not, however, until they had left an honorable mark 
on the enemy’s columns. The infantry of General Hackleman’s brigade^ 
being at the right of the Columbus road, was not engaged. 

The operations upon the left on the first line on the Confederate in- 
trenchments were also overpowered. Colonel Baldwin, who was in the 
rear of his brigade on the Chewalla road, wounded, was also cut ofi 
from his brigade, and General McArthur took command at the time my 
re-enforcements arrived at Colonel Oliver’s position. The Seventh Illi- 
nois was formed on the breastworks to the right of the Chewalla road. 
The Fifty-seventh Illinois was formed on the left of the Fifteenth Mich- 
igan and on the left of the Chewalla road. The two left regiments were 
severely attacked, and they replied briskly in conjunction with the ar- 
tillery, driving the enemy back. They rallied, brought up re-enforce- 
ments, attacked the two left regiments, repulsed them, and they with 
the artillery fell back about half a mile. One 20-pounder rifled gun of 
Eich^dson’s battery, named the ^‘Lady Eichardson,” in the retreat ran 
against a tree, broke the pole, and the piece was abandoned and cap- 
tured by the enemy. The main body of the Confederates, which swept 
up in front of the intrenchments and attacked General Oglesby’s bri- 
gade, was opened upon by the Seventh Illinois with an oblique fii-e, 
which staggered the enemy but did not prevent their onward march. 
At the same time Colonel Babcock, of the Seventh Illinois, was attacked 
in front and on the left by the force of Confederates, which drove back 
the two regiments on the extreme left. After some pretty sharp work 
Colonel Babcock, to prevent capture by the hosts which surrounded 
him on both flanks and front, ordered his regiment to the rear by the 
right of companies. 

It being apparent, from reports received^ that the whole Confederate 
Army was attacking us in front, it would have been disastrous, result- 
ing in capture, to make a stand on this line, particularly as the left had 
given way and was driven back half a mile. I therefore ordered a 
retrograde movement on the Columbus road of Generals Oglesby’s and 
Hackleman’s brigades, to form the second line of battle at the open field, 
1,000 yards in rear of the Confederate intrenchments, and at the same 
time sent a peremptory order to Colonel Baldwin to fall back to the 
junction of the Chewalla and Columbus roads. The messenger was 
shot, but made his way through and reported that the Confederates 
were in force between him and that point and entirely cut off. The 
second line of my two remaining brigades was only intended to attract 
the attention of the enemy and cause them to form line of battle in my 
ffont, which they did. 

The movement of the Seventh Illinois was executed with order, and 
it fell back and joined the Fifteenth Michigan and Fifty-seventh Illinois 
and the artillery stationed in the road. The Fiftieth Illinois, from the 
reserve, had arrived, and the three regiments of Baldwin’s brigade of 
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tlie Secoiid Ui vision, and tlie Fifteenth Miehi^an and the Seventeeidh 
‘Wisconsin of McKean’s division, were lorined in line of battle acrc’.ss 
the Ohewalla road, facing west. The main body of the Oonleiierates 
having piaietrated beyond this line of battle, Colonel Babcock chiiiiged 
front to the rear on the tenth company, facing north. The Seventh 
Illinois was attacked in front, and a :iics.Nei:gei' e.'.-no to General 
McArthur that the enemy were crossing ti-e Cl evail-i road between 
him and town. He ordered a movement of all the live regiments and 
artillery by the left flank toward Corintli about half a mile. Before 
any fighting commenced on Generals Oglesby’s and Hackleman’s front 
a retrograde movement was ordered to be made by them 800 yards 
back to the junction of the Columbus and Che walla roads, with the 
same view and the same eflect as their previous movement, and the 
formation of the third line of battle. 

Again I sent for re^enforcements and determined to make my final 
stand at the white house, 950 yards back of the forlcs and 725 yards 
in front of Fort Eobinett. General McArthur, on the left, ordered a , 
line of battle on his second retrograde movement, facing the north with 
four , :Jn\^ i — “ Seventeenth Wisconsin on the right, Firty-se\ euth 
Illinois on its ieiL, next the Seventh Illinois, and then the Fiftietii Illi- 
nois on the left. Skirmishers were thrown out in front and a scatl ering 
lire kept u]) for about •cai-ihr*'- of an hour. General McArthur 
then ordered a charge, :i c .b,; • rt went forward in line 

style, driving in the enemy’s pickets to the main body and driving the 
main body back to tlieir reserves, and it was lielieved the enemy’s center 
was broken. Hero brisk firing continued for some time, when the ene- 
my sent a force against McArthur’s left flank, and two regiments oi' 
General McKean’s division being brought up at the same moment lirc(l 
into the rear of the line, ‘'ireiikiug the i\‘gime!ii<. which fell to the rear. 
They soon rallied again, opened lire upon the enemy, steadily falling 
back to their original xiosition. This ended the day’s \iryi on 

my extreme left, and thcTliird Brigade of my division W ■: ipoii 

General McKean am*oss the Memphis and Oharlestou Eaiiroad, and 
were ordered to report to me in Corinth, which they did about dark. 
All these movements were of the greatest service to my command, by 
checking the advance of the enemy and giving amide lime to ibrm at 
the final stand and more time to hope for re-cnforcemcuts. 1, ho\v<n'er, 
lost the valuable services of the Third Brigade for the day. U* Gmicral 
McArthur’s movement with these troops had been assisted by the wlioh'^ 
of McKean’s division on the left and Hamilton’s on the right, by aGack- 
ing the enemy’s flanks and rear while Oglesby and Hacldelnan had 
attacked them in front, th,‘ VP arethat we should liavc bagged 

a laige portion of Price’s aa.i *, : a a’s armj'. General Hamilton in- 
formed me the reason why his dmsion did not make a substantial aftaclc 
was that General Buford took a wrong road and threw his biigadc 
from instead of toward the enemy. This line at the forks of the roa<l 
was not completed when a retrograde movement was ordered, to form 
the fourth line of battle at the white house, 725, yards in front of Fort 
Eobinett, This position was selected as the only one from the Coided- 
erate breastworks where the small force under my command had any 
hope of meeting the enemy with success. At all other ])oints it could 
have been flanked and surrounded by the host in the field before us. 
Here, in the edge of the woods, the men could lay partially coiuicaled 
from vdew, with an open field in their front. The right flank was meas- 
urably protected by a swamp and the left by Ports Eobim^^tt and Will- 
iams, at an easy range of from 800 to 1,000 yards. The artillery, too, 
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had a favorable location to rake the open field and to command the 
approaches by the road and through the woods. It was but too evident 
that the whole army of Price and Van Dorn would soon make its ap- 
pearance and give us battle from the ominous stillness on my right 
and left fl.anks. 

The following dispositions of troops to meet the emergency were 
made: Hackleman’s brigade, now numbering 1,211 men and officers, on 
the right, and his right nearly resting on the Mobile and Ohio Eail- 
road 5 General Oglesby’s on Hackleman’s left, with 57G men and offi- 
cers 5 the artillery, under command of Major Stone, eleven pieces, of 
all calibers, and 264 men and officers. Total infantry, 1,787. Total 
artillerists, 264. 

The day was intensely hot, and, the men having been twelve hours 
under arms, many had fallen ffiom sheer exhaustion, sun-stroke, and 
other casualties. , 

The regiments were disposed in the following order, commencing from 
the right to the left : Fifty-second Illinois, Second Iowa, Seventh Iowa, 
Twelfth Illinois, Eighty-first Ohio, Mnth Illinois, eleven pieces of artil- 
lery, and the Union Brigade well over to the left and a little in front 
and nearly over to the Memphis and Charleston road, to cover the left 
of the artillery. While the troops were moving into i>osition I received 
the following circular from General Eosecrans : 

Circular.] 2 p. m. 

For fear of a misunderstanding in relation to my orders, I wish it distinctly under- 
stood that the extreme position is not to he taken tiU driven to it. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans ; 

S. C. LYFOED, 

, Acting Aide-de-Camj), 

The troops had just got their positions when the enemy presented 
themselves, moving through the open field and the woods. We sent 
him a welcome in one of our 20-pounder guns, to which politeness they 
returned the compliment. All of our eleven guns were soon at work, 
and poured a steady stream, staggering their advancing column, not 
forgetting the artillery stationed at a pleasant range in the vicinity of 
the house in the open field. The infantry essayed time and again to 
advance and their artillery helped them in every way possible. The 
most murderous fire on their column was kept up for one hour and a 
half, keeping the whole Confederate force at bay. Twice our limbers 
were filled up with artillei’y ammunition, from a six-mule team running 
to Corinth. The artillery ammunition failed, and the supply not com- 
ing up in time, Major Stone, chief of artillery, ordered them to limber 
to the rear and came to me for orders. I told him to proceed to Corinth 
with all dispatch, fill up with ammunition, and return and take the most 
favorable position he could get in line with Fort Eobiiiett. The artil- 
lery filed slowly to the rear, men looking more like coal-heavers than 
soldiers, with perspiration streaming down their faces blackened with 
gunpowder, and the wounded horses leaving a stream of blood in the 
road. 

The artillery had firM, of all calibers, over 1,500 rounds of artillery 
ammunition, and still no re-enforcements had arrived and no attack 
made on the right and left flanks and rear of the enemy to support me. 
I again sent down to General Eosecrans asking for re-enforcements, 
telling him I feared I could not hold my position unless they were sent. 

I feel it iny duty to state the reasons assigned by Colonel Du Bois, 
aide-de-cajnp to General Eosecrans, why the reserve did not arrive 
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earlier to otir support. He said lie could not find General Stanley at 
liis headquarters uor had he left any one to tell of his whereabouts, 
which delayed the re-enforcements two hours. 

1 had successfully gained an hour and a lialf by the operations 
of the artillery, and its withdrawal brought the ciiemys column for- 
ward in steady line, hring as they advanced, and, when \urhin short 
range, the First Brigade as one man lose from its conceahaent and 
delivered a most deadly volley into the enemy's lines. They foil like the 
leaves of autumn, staggered for a moment, closed up their ./,\''.i 
and advanced again. Oglesby’s brigade, in like manuor with .. i.i.v.L- 
man’s, gave them an oblique fire with pro])ortionate eiiect. The foe, 
after a short cad 'si'.v.gni'uiiy struggle, reeled, broke, and iiediu dismay. 
Again they forrr/'d with increased numbers. The rattle 

of musketry on both sides spoke plainer than words can do that a most 
deadly and sauguinary struggle for^victoiy was progr.'S^i.i ... The 
enemy’s fire was too high, while our men planted their shqts with great 
precision, and after a well-directed volley the order was given to charge, 
'when the enemy was forced back at the point of the h with great 

slaughter across the open field and into the woods ’ . \ s-r.d. They then 
received re-enforcements, and, nothing daunted, again moved forward, 
and the fight between them and the First Brigade became terribly fierce 
and obstinate and again they were driven from our front. 1 here quote 
from the very clear and able report of Colonel Sweeny the following: 

Just at this juncture part of Mower^s brigade moved up to our support, bui* Ixforo 
they could be .1o;. ed * i •> lino they became paiiic-strickou and broke in confusion. 
It was while « ^ rally these men that Generals Hackleinan and Oglesby 
werowoundeM. '*.•» received his death-wound while thus rallying troops to 

sustain his gallant brigade. His last words were, am dying, but I (tio for my 
country. If we are victorious, send my remains borne ; if not, bury me on the fiold.^’ 
No nobler sentiment was ever uttered by soldier '• i .''^tor ho fell the com- 
mand of the brigade devolved upon me, and the with imabat.od fury 

until our ammunition was almost expended; but • \ . bo enemy had almosli 

disappeared from our front, although it was evident he was massing his lroo]>s on our 
left for t’ ■ . '.umiug our flank. About this time a regiment ol’ Colonel 

Mower^s ■■ . ! the Fifty-second Illinois, who were out of anmumition, and 

an order ■ rom General Davies a few minutes after to fall back, we re- 

tired in goou oruer ana look up a position on the right of Fort Robiuott. 

Here the chivalric and generous Hackleman and the gallant Oglesby 
fell, the former mortally wounded and the latter supposed to be so. 
On some kind attentions being bestowed on the bleeding Oglesby he 
said, ‘^UTever mind me; look yonder (pointing to the enemy); I have 
lived to see my troops vi(itorious.” Here too the brave Colonel Baker 
met his fate while charging at tine head of his reginuMn. His last words 
'were, “I die content. I have wseen my regiment victoriously charging 
the enemy.” The XJuion Brigade beihg atfc;u*kc\t i]i front, being on our 
extreme left, part of them gave way. The remainder left a good record 
for themselves. The intensity of the firing on our part may bo judged 
of by the fact, as Colonel Sweeny reijorts, ‘‘The gnus became so hot 
the men could scarcely hold them and the cartridg(*.s prematurely ex- 
ploded in the guns from heat.” This fact having been stated to him by 
several ofBlcers his reply was, “Let them burst; there is no time to cool 
off now.” 

About the time that the enemy had been repulsed a second time the 
head of Colonel Mower’s column r.ppcarcr'' at the white house. He 
soon came to report to me. I ordered him to form bis brigade in rear 
of our line. 

It becoming appjirent, from the fire of the enemy having ceased in 
our front and other evidences, that they were massing their troops to 
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turn our left flank through the woods, and the position being unfavor- 
able to meet such a movement except at great disadvantage, I ordered 
a retrograde movement of the troops 725 yards, being 675 yards from 
the railroad in Corinth, and form fifth line of battle on Fort Eobinett. 
The movenieut was executed at common time, no enemy appearing to 
interfere. The artillery by this time had been to Corinth, filled up with 
ammunition, and taken up their position in obedience to orders. The 
infantry were disposed in line of battle, stretching across the abatis to 
the right, the left supporting the artillery, resting on the Memphis and 
Charleston Eailroad. We heard nothing more of the enemy, excepting 
a few straggling shots, till just sundown, when he sent forward a small 
reconnaissance upon the Columbus road. My artillery stationed on 
the railroad opened upon them, and at the same time Mower’s battery 
gave them a little canister. These few shots sent them to the rear 
flying, and we saw no more of the enemy that night. Thus ended the 
hard work of Friday, October 3, and the battle of the white house. 

I regret exceedingly that I had not the advice and suggestions of 
our commanding general on this day, but with the exception of the 
orders heretofore referred to in this report I do not remember to have 
received any. The exhausted troops now sank to rest and silence 
reigned, a striking contrast to the day’s din of battle. 

1 visited Corinth to look after the wounded. In one room I found 
my three brigade commanders. General Hackleman breathed his last 
while I was with him. General Oglesby was undergoing most excru- 
ciating pain. Colonel Baldwin was sickened from the effects of his 
wounds. The Tishomingo Hotel was crowded with the wounded and 
dying of my command, I then reported to Major-General Eosecrans, 
and stated to him that the services of my three brigadier-generals 
were lost, many of my ofiUcers were killed and wounded and the men 
w-orn out with fatigue, and that he must not depend upon my command 
on the following day, although the men would do all they could. He 
therefore ordered me into the reserve for October 4, and to take up 
my position east of the town, near Major-General Ord’s headquarters. 
The order was executed before 12 o’clock. About 11 o’clock General 
Hamilton called upon me and delivered an order from General Eose- 
crans that my division should occupy an earthwork on the line of battle 
on the northwest of the town, facing the Purdy road. 

I am satisfied from the accounts given by rebel prisoners and other 
sources that the Second Division, Army of West Tennessee, had to con- 
tend with the combined forces of Van Dorn and Price during this day. 
Their loss must have been very heavy, as I was informed by surgeons 
and prisoners that they were conveying their dead and wounded to the 
rear during the whole of Friday night, and in corroboration of this 
view I extract the following from Southern papers ; 

Mobile, October 8. — special to the Advertiser and Register, dated Tupelo, 7tli, 
says: ‘^Having driven in the enemy^s skirmishers, the combined forces of Van Dom 
and Price attacked them in their intrenchments at 9 a. m. on Friday, driving them 
out and capturing nine pieces of artillery [should he three]. They continued slowly 
driving them back till night-fall. Our loss was heavy during the day. Phifer^s and 
Greenes brigades suffered most. General Martin was killed. Colonels MacFarlane, 
Erwin, and Moore were seriously wounded.^’ 

It has been ascertained by prisoners that General Martin was killed 
at the charge against General Oglesby’s brigade at the Confederate 
breastworks, and that the whole charge numbered 16,000 naen, in three 
columns. 

Our loss in the First and Second Brigades in casualties was about 
17 B E— VOL XVII 
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one-tbird of the number engaged. In Colonel Baldwin’s the casualties 
were light. Our loss was particularly heavy in officers of high rank 
and commissioned officers. 

SECOND DAT, OCTOBER 4. 

In obedience to orders I moved my command to the position assigned. 
On account of the difficulty of waking ux) the worn-out men the move-, 
ment occupied the balance of the night, and the last two guns were 
going into position in the earthwork when the enemy opened their bat- 
teries upon the town a little before daybreak. Finding that they were 
within easy range of my guns, and seeing the flash of their guns 
through the woods lying between me and their position, I ordered 
Lieutenant Green to open upon them with his battery of 10-x)ounder 
Parrott guns, using shells with 5-second fuses, Ihrowing them so far 
as just to clear the tops of the trees in front. This had the effect of 
slackening their Are. I then ordered 6-second fuses, and the enemy’s 
batteries ceased firing altogether about midway between daybreak and 
sunup. 

The position assigned to the command was from the north garden 
fence of the house in rear of earthwork, and the earthwork x>ierced for 
six guns, and an irregular line running along rmd across the Purdy 
road to within 250 yhrds of the Mobile o'uiv) Eailroad (see map). 
The distance was just half a mile. Colonel Sweeny was in command of 
Hackleman’s brigade, Colonel Mersy of Oglesby’s brigade, and Colonel 
Du Bois, who arrived upon the ground about 8 o’clock, was assigned to 
the command of Colonel Baldwin’s brigade. 

The disposition of troops was made for the defense of this 

line: I’! e Nimii Illinois was stationed in the yard of the house on the 
right,* two pieces of artillery on the right of the eai’thwork and in front 
of the house; the heavy artillery in the earthwork, and the remainder 
of the artillery stationed near a white house, about midway of the posi- 
tion occupied by Colonel Sweeny’s brigade on the left of the earth- 
work, and Colonel Du Bois on his left, his rig’ ' - ' * near the Purdy 

road and his left resting 250 yai*ds from the ' , ■ ‘ Ohio Eailroad, 

and the Twelfth Illinois and Eighty-first Ohio were held in reserve. 

The strength of the division taken into action on October 4 was as 
follows : Colonel Sweeny, commanding First Brigade, had 936 men and 
officers; Colonel Mersy, commanding Second Brigade, had 634 men and 

officers ; Colonel Du Bois, r ---rV" ~ Third Brigade, had 713 men and 

officers; eleven pieces of ariiuery, under command of Major Stone, 233 
men and officers. Total infantry, 2,283 men and officers. Total artil- 
lerists, 233 men and officers. 

The Fourteenth Missouri, Twenty-second Ohio, two companies of in- 
fantry, all of the cavalry, and one battery were detailed from the divis- 
ion in and about Corinth, 

The Union Brigade, having lost its commander, was pretty much 
broken up and many of the men with the division were unable to do 
duty from exhaustion and casualties the day before. 

The number of infantry upon the front line was 1,877 men aud*officers, 
and the number in reserve was 466 men and officers. 

Colonel Sweeny’s brigade was formed upon the summit of a very 
gentle slope toward the Purdy road and to the woods on onr front, with 
no protection. Colonel Du Bois’ brigade, which relieved General Mc- 
Arthur’s brigade, was formed behind a few logs that had been thrown 
up beyond the Purdy road, and the ground on his front was nearly level. 
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On my right flank was formed Hamilton’s division, Sullivan’s brigade 
being directly on my right flank, and Buford’s brigade formed on his 
right, and facing to the northeast, being directly in rear ot mv com- 
mand. -Dillon’s battery was stationed about 200 yards north "of the 
earthwork that I defended and was supported by some infantry. Two 
regiments of infantry of this brigade were in line of battle facing north, 
their left resting about 400 yards directly in rear of breastworks. Here 
we waited till about 9 o’clock, when some skirmishers were sent out on 
my front. The Seventh Iowa and Seventh Illinois were moved forward 
to their support-. Skirmishing becoming very sharp I ordered them 
back into line. The skirmishers, too, soon returned in sight. I ordered 
them to get out of the way, that I might open upon the enemy with the 
artillery. They had reached the creek, about 350 yards from the line. 
The artillery opened in full cry over their heads and upon the advanc- 
ing column of the enemy, which now became plainly visible on the lise 
of ground in the woods opposite and at a range varying from 500 to 
800 yards, the infantry having all been ordered to lie down. The column 
steadily advanced, firing as they came, and when within about 300 
yards some few of the infantry fired, and one in particular, whose name 
I shall take great pains to find out, fired his piece in the air, ducked 
his head, and ran to the rear. A very few of those who fired followed 
his example, and I only regret that I was not near enough to the cow- 
ards to have shot them down, as I had shot at two the day before on 
leaving the line under similar circumstances. All the men upon the 
line remained at their work, firing steadily and doing well, Avhen that 
portion of Sullivan’s brigade on our right, and which protected the 
right flank, gave way, and the limbers and caissons of Dillon’s bat- 
tery came down the road leading directly in rear of the house upon 
the full jump, running toward the town parallel with Colonel Sweeny’s 
brigade, i)resenting rather an alarming appearance. The heads of the 
horses of the limbers and caissons of my artillery were about on a 
line with the road, and they became frightened and unmanageable, 
floundered about, and those of one or two limbers and a caisson ran away 
and joined in the race, all of them running through my reserve (the 
Twelfth Illinois and Eighty-first Ohio), running down several of the 
men, injuring 12 in the Eighty-first Ohio and 9 in the Twelfth Illinois, 
and throwing the two regiments into confusion. This communicated 
a stampede in the ammunition wagons in the hollow in the rear of the 
line, and they too started on the run to the rear. They were quickly 
brought into order by the members of my staff and myself and con- 
tinued moving slowly to the rear. The guns of Dillon’s battery having 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, and the enemy pressing very closely 
upon the earthwork, the officers in charge endeavored to limber up the 
heavy guns and lighter pieces, but the space was so small in the earth- 
work that, although some of the limbers had nearly succeeded in attach- 
ing to the guns, the horses were so restless and frightened and the 
enemy pressing so close (within 20 yards) that the pieces were aban- 
doned and the limbers and caissons made their escape. They x>assed 
down the same road taken by Dillon’s limbers and caissons, but Green’s 
battery, farther down the line, limbered up and retired in order. The 
artillery moving to the rear and parallel to my lines, and most of it, 
including Dillon’s, on the keen run, had a very demoralizing eff'ecfc upon 
the stability of the infantry line. The Confederates had now gained 
the earthwork, turned the flank of the Ninth Illinois in the yard 
of the house in the rear, and came in on my right flank, between the 
^edoqbt and the house and in the rear of it, and opened an en^lading 
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fire upon Oolonel Sweeny’s brigade. The troops of the Second Divis- 
ioiiy 1 regret to say, fell back, beginning from the right of the line 
to the left, some earlier than others. The trooi)s of Oolonel Sweeny’s 
brigade and the reserve retired, firing as the^” went, the reserve 175 
yards from their line, and were rallied by Captain Lovdl. Most of 
Colonel Du Bois’ brigade fell back 75 yards and some of it farther. The 
Confederates took possession of the earthwork, captured the seven gnus 
left in it, and held our whole line. Some few of them advanced beyond 
it some 50 yards, but the troops, having gariautly rallied, drove back the 
enemy with slaughter, recaptured the guns, charged the enemy from the 
whole L a most muiderous fire upon r . . Vb ; them 

most.-* i.eir tement 5’5 and in the most - .i’ made, 

I think, a suitable apology for, aiid conveted, unassisted, their fault. 
They continued to charge upon the enemy, cheering and yelling, till the 
line had marched 150 yards in front, when Chapman’s battiTy, on the . 
east of the town, continued a rapid and well-directed fire npou the 
ground which he supposed the rebels still occu]>ied, and with such 
rapidity was solid shot and shell thrown iu that it arrested the progress 
of Colonel Sweeny’s brigade; and although many of our men were 
killed by the shelland shot they never wavered, l)iit halted and stood 
their ground. Seven or eight of these [lassed directly over my head, 
and one very close, brushing my i:»V' ’’ '• Captain Lovell, on 

the right arm and raising a contusion, and taking oil* the legs of two 
of my brave soldiers directly in liis front. Several men of Colonel 
Du Bois’ brigade were also killed by llie solid shot and shell from 
Chapman’s battery. The fire of the battery seemed at first to be 
directed toward this point, and prevented the prom])t lallybig of that 
brigade. Those who had rallied and made the stand 75 are ^ :Vom that 
line were prevented for a time from advancing by the continuous fall 
of these missiles iu their front and midst, several of Colom*! Babcock’s 
(Seventh Illinois) regiment being killed iu this way on the ndly. 1 sent 
two orderlies in succession to the commander of this battery, begging 
him to reserve his tiro for the enemy. 

When the advancing line had reached the earthwork and reiiaptured 
it Captain Loveli, my a, ‘:.v*r:*k sprang from his horse, cap- 
tured 5 prisoners iii the ditch, and, with the assistance of one of Colonel 
Sweeny’s men and one bugler of tlie First Missouri Artille.i‘y, manned 
a 20-pounder rifled gnu, and fired ten or twelve shots at the -i ■ :■< ;:i Iiig 
enemy before the artillerists returned to their posts. 

The enemy did not giiin the town on the line assigned to this divis- 
ion to defend, but came in on the left, over the railroad. Tlu* distance 
from my extreme left to the railroad is 250 yards and another clear 
space o\ or the railroad of the same distance or more. The distance, from 
my lelt to the railroad was increased to 350 yards by Colonel Du Bois 
moving the Fifty-seventh Illinois on the right of his brigade to cover 
the Purdy road. The two regiments of General Sullivan’s brigade, the 
left of which rested about 200 yards to the rear of the earthwork on the 
right of my line and porp(‘ndicular to it, stood fast until the earthwork 
was retaken, when they made a charge to the north, directly to their 
front. Lieutenant Miller, Twelfth Illinois, on the advance to retake the 
earthwork, seized the colors of the' Filty-secoiid Illinois, whose color- 
bearer had been vshot down, and planted them on the earthwork. 

Colonel Johnson’s Confederate brigade, now made its u.ppearance out 
of the woods and made a second charge in front of my lin;-. 'f I oy were 
received with a murderous fire.’ ColonelJohuson being ..'i.' . fall- 
ing ft‘om his horse, the brigade broke, and the last of the charge against 
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Corintli was enacted. The brave and noble bearing of the Confederate 
troops in this charge is deserving of a better cause. Thirteen Confed- 
erate soldiers were found dead in the little ditch of the earthwork. 

A new line was now formed, and in half an hour from the first assault 
the men were in their places and I was furnished with four regiments 
to form a reserve line. The troops stacked their arms, and when it was 
asceitained that the enemy had abandoned the idea of further attack 
the regiments bivouacked for the night. 

Total loss in the artillery arm was one 20-pounder rifled gun, one 
24-pounder howitzer, and one 10-pounder rifled gun, with fixtures com- 
plete, 3 caissons, and 131 liorses. The casualties in the division during 
October 3 and 4 amounted to 1 14 killed, 705 wounded, 23 sun-stroke, and 
159 missing. Total casualties, 1,001.=** 

The following regiments captured prisoners and stand of colors, viz: 
Seventh Illinois, 74 prisoners j Fiftieth Illinois, 2 officers, 149 prisoners, 
and 1 stand of colors ; Fifty -seventh Illinois, 3 officers, 119 prisoners, 
and 2 stand of colors; Eighty-first Ohio, 71 prisoners; Fourteenth 
Missouri, 78 prisoners; Twelfth Illinois, 40 prisoners and 1 stand of 
colors ; Twenty-second Ohio, 20 prisoners and 2 stand of colors; Mnth 
Illinois, 15 prisoners ; Fifty-second Illinois, 81 prisoners (among them 1 
colonel, 2 captains, and 2 lieutenants) and 1 stand of colors; Seventh 
Iowa, 6 prisoners and 1 stand of colors ; Second Iowa, 31 prisoners and 
1 stand of colors. Lieutenant Davidson, Fifty-second Illinois, on Colonel 
Sweeny’s staff, also caihured one stand of colors. The division in the 
pursuit captured 78 prisoners. Colonel Burke reports that there were 
left on the ground in front of the division, wounded and taken away 
by the ambulances, and which prisoners were captured by the division, 
693, making a grand total of 1,460 prisoners captured by the division. 
Ten stand of colors were captured by the division. 

THE PHESTHT. 

Pursuant to order the division moved on Sunday morning, October 
5, and joined in the pursuit, the position of the division being in the 
rear, and on account of the slow motion of the column and some of the 
divisions having taken the wrong roads we made but 7 miles advance 
that day. 

Kext morning we moved forward to Chewalla, Colonel Sweeny and 
Colonel Du Bois reconnoitering the two fords on the.Tuscumbia, I had 
orders to take charge of i)ublic property abandoned and to make a re- 
port, herewith attached. We then moved forward to Tuscumbia and 
encamped all night. 

Next day we moved to within 2J miles of Joneshorough, across the 
Hatchie. 

The next day we were ordered forward to Euckersville to support, 
which we did. We remained there two days, and were ordered to return 
to our camp at Corinth by the way of Davis’ Bridge. 

While absent our camps were attacked by guerrillas, and I embody 
the report of H. F. Olds, wagon-master of the Union Brigade : 

Camp Union Brigade, October 15, 1862. 

Sunday evening, October 5, about 3 o’clock, a party of guerrillas, numbering abont 
100, made an attack uiion the camp of the Union Brigade. There was at the time a 
number of convalescents and teamsters in camp, I arrived in camp just as the news 
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came that they were coming. We rallied about 18 men and repulsed them^ killing 
4 and .. others. Our loss was 1 teamster, wounded in the thigh severely. 

' ■ H. F. OLDS, 

Regimental Wagon-Master, Union Brigade. 

It gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to the gallant conduct 
of Brigadier-G-enerals Hackleman and Oglesby on the field. Colonel 
Baldwin being wounded early in tbe action, presents his own record. 
Colonel Sweeny, commanding First I.*. ’■ h : ml in the most gal- 
lant manner throughout, and should 1 j promoted. Colonel 

Du Bois, though a very superior officer, had but little opportunity to 
display his abilities. Captain Lovell behaved in the most gallant and 
daring manner, rallying the reserve and bringing them forward to the 
charge; turning artillerist at a critical moment with great effect; carry- 
ing orders througli showers of bullets, and in various ways proving 
himself a brave and useful man. I should be glad to see him in com- 
mand of a brigade. Colonel Dice I wish particularly to mention for gal- 
lant and meritorious conduct on the field. Colonel Mersy, of the iSTiuth 
Illinois, when Oglesby’s brigade was attacked by an overv.-I'.c'b/iir.g 
force, made a splendid movement with hisr'‘gi which saved much, 
but at the cost of many of his officers and L’olonel Babcock and 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowett, of the Seventh Illinois ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Swarthout, of the Fiftieth Illinois, and Major Forsse, of the Fifty-seventh 
Illinois, behaved in n gjilbr’l manner. Colonel Burke, conimjiuding 
Fourteenth Missouri ( vVestern Sharpshooters), of this divisicj::, ali l‘(n:gh 
not under my command, proved himself to be a brave and gallant sol- 
dier, having his horse shot seven times while in command of skirmishers 
in the enemy’s advance. Captain Hanna, as usual, showed himself to 
be a brave and gallant man and worthy of promotion : also Lieutenant- 
Colonel Parrott, Seventh Iowa Volunteers. ' ien'.sMiaf.; Miller, of the 
Twelfth Illinois, most gallantly seized the colors of the Fifty-second 
Illinois when the color-bearer was shot dowr .t the charge to re- 
capture our line, and placed them upon the ,■ ir, 1'" - . Acting Lieut- 
George N. Barr, Fifty-seventh IHinois, Colonel Du Bois mentions as 
having particularly s ' himself. 

The color and standard bearers of this division and the color guard 
performed their duty and showed great bravery, nor was there a (tolor 
or standard of this division in tbe hands of the enemy save one, that of 
the Union Brigade, which was captured, but most gallantly retaken 
by Lieutenant Maxwell. 

All the artillery officers, including chief of artillery, 

and the men behaved in a most cool manner, snsbiiiiing 

the reputation gained at Wilson’s Creek. They proved a most efficient 
arm, having fixed during the two days’ engagement 2,155 rounds of 
ammunition. 

I could extend the list to many other brave and gallant men and 
should scarce know where to stop, and with the oxoopi • of the fault 
which they committed but speedily rectified, they throughout 

the two days’ action in a most brave and g-nllr-nt^manner. 

To Him who guides the destinies of in/:, .ii d nations may all x)raise 
be given for our victories, and may those who hold temporary power 
under Him freshen the laurels of the brave dead and spread the fame 
of the wounded living. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. A. DAVIES, 

Brigadier General^ Comdg. Second Biv.^Army of West Tern, 

Colonel Kennett, OMef of Staffs 
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[InclosHre.] 

Hdqes. Second Division, Aemt of West Tennessee, 

October 13, 1862. 

In obedience to a request received this day to “ report the number 
and amount of property saved and collected by you in the pursuit,” I 
have the honor to state at OhewaUa I received the follcvring order : 

Chewaula, Ocioler 6, 1S62 — 10/20 a. m. 

General Davies’ division, being s m all, ■will follow, support, and taie charge of all 
prisoners and property. 

By order of Major-General Eosecrans : 

CLAEK THOiyiPSON, 

Lieutenant^ Ordnance Officer, and Aide-de-Camp. 


1 moved forward to Tuscnmbia Bridge, threw out flankers to collect 
the arms, and proceeded to Cram’s Mill, where I unloaded about one 
hundred guns and three crosscut-saws w^ich had been collected. I 
left guards at different places along the road and over the artillery parts 
that required guarding, intending to move my command forward to the 
head of the dMris^ and when I returned collect everything and bring 
into Corinth. When I arrived 27 miles beyond Tuscumbia I encamped, 
and from there was ordered forward to Euckersville to support G-eneral 
Stanley. I was ordered to take another road, coming back by way of 
Davis’ Bridge. From the two latter orders it was inferred I was relieved 
from conveying back the public property. Notwithstanding this, I de- 
tailed 18 teams to accompany theguardleft at Jonesborough to proceed 
by the way of Crum’s Mill, load in the arms left there, hitch on to all 
wagons and artillery parts that were of value, and bring them to Corinth. 

At Chewalla I met an officer, whose name I do not now remember, 
who was ordered to report to me, and who was ordered to take charge 
of all the public property and make a list of the same. I placed him in 
charge of the 18 wagons, gave him a guard of 1 commissioned officer, 1 
non-commissioned officer, and 10 privates, to guard the train back to 
meet the force from Jonesborough, giving him at the same time such 
instructions as corresponded with the tenor of the order which I had re- 
ceived. When that officer returns he will be able to state all the facts 


connected with the property collected. 

I append a list,* taken by my quartermaster, of such wagons and 
artillery property as I thought worth bringing back: Five wagons com- 
plete; one artillery forge minus linch- pins ; four artillery caissons and 
limbers and three loads of cartridges. I should have loaded it into 
wagons and taken it with me, but I had not a team to spare, nor a wagon, 
except the one which I emptied to collect the arms by leaving the am- 
munition behind under guard. 

I forwarded back 3 rebel prisoners from the rebel breastworks, 140 
from Crum’s Bridge, 134 from Jonesborough, and 57 in another squad, 
under command of Captain Newton, Fif^-second Illinois Volunteers. 


In aU, 331. 

Very respectfully. 


THOS. A. DAVIES, 


Brigadier-Qmeraly Oomdg. Second Biv., Army of West Tenn, 


Ideut. Col. H. G. Chief of Staff. 


Not found. 
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[Adaenda.] 

Hdqrs. Aemt of Miss., Thiud Diy., Dist. West Tenn., 

Octoler 23, 18*02. 

Brig’aclier-General Dayies, 

Co.iti)7(iii’^hU; Second Division: 

In reading your official report of the battle of Corinth I observe that 
you omit the fact of having yourself reported at my headquarters on 
the morning of the 3d instant and having explained to you my plans in 
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detail. Also that at and after midnight on the morning of the 4th I 
visited yonr position and pointed out to you my plans and the details 
of your position. You will please make the addition. 

W. S. EOSBCEAKS, 

Major- Gene^'al, 


Hbqes. Second Div., Asimy of "West Tennessee, 
Corinth^ ITi.ss*., October 23, 1862. 

Major-General Eoseceans : 

SiE: On the afternoon of October the 4th, after tlie victories of that 
day and of the 3d, yon said upon the battle-field, among the piles of the 
dead and groans of the wounded, slain by the Second" Division, Army 
of West Tennessee, that they were a set of cowards; that they never 
should have any military standing in your army till they had won it on 
the field of battle; that they had disgraced themselves, and no wonder 
the rebel army had thrown its whole force upon it during the two days’ 
engagement. 

My report is now before you. The effect of the official announcement 
which you made is having a demoralizing effect upon the brave men 
and working injury to them throughout the country. It has been the 
basis of newspaper articles and of strictures upon the military conduct 
of the division. 

I would most resi)ectfull.v ask, for the benefit of the service and for 
the honor of the division, that if you have changed your opinions you 
would as publicly give a refutation to these charges. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. A. DAVIES. 


Hdqes. Army of the Miss., Third Div., Dist. West Tenn. 
[General Davies :] 

General: In reply to your note just received I will say that having 
read your very clear and creditable report of the operations of your 
division, I am satisfied they fought very nobly the first day, and that 
many of them, especially on the right, did the same the second day, 
and so much so that I shall overlook the cowardly, stampeding of those 
under my immediate observation on the second day, which gave rise to 
the public indignation I expressed in your presence and in theirs. As- 
sure the brave officers and men of your division that I will endeavor to 
do them public and ample justice, which will be more than all the news- 
paper talk to their disparagement. You will oblige me by making this 
letter known to the command, and you may use it publicly if you wish 
while waiting my official report. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General, 


No. 46. 


Report of Maj. George H, Stone^ First Missotiri Light Artillery^ Ohief of 

Artillery, 

Headquarters First Missouri Li^ht Artiliert, 
Artillery Camp, near Corinth, Miss,, October 15, 1862. 
Captain : In compliance with General Orders I have the honor here- 
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with to submit a report of the part taken in the actions of the 3d and 
4th instant by the batteries under my command : 

At an early hour on the morning of the 3d instant I was ordered with 
iny battalion to the hill north of Corinth. My batteries were as follows, 
viz: Four 20-pounder rifled Parrott guns, Captain Richardson; four 
rifled Parrott guns, Lieutenant Green; two 10-pounder 
I'.iiiott guns and two 24rpounder howitzers, Captain Welker ; 
four G-pounder brass guns and two 12-poundcr howitzers, Lieutenant 
Thurber. Agreeably to instructions from General Davies I sent Lieu- 
tenant Green Tvdth his battery of lO-pounders forward with a portion of 
General Hackleman’s brigade to reconnoiter. They took a position in 
the old rebel intrenchments on the extreme right of our lirst line of 
battle. Heavy tiring being heard on our left, a section of Captain Rich- 
ardson’s battery, under command of Lieutenant Cutler, was sent there 
to assist Colonel Oliver, of the Sixth Division, who was being hotly 
pressed. At this time I received an order from Colonel Lothrop, chief 
of artillery, for a battery of four guns. 1 immediately detailed Lieu- 
tenant Thurber with two sections of his battery to report to Colonel 
Hatch, on the road. I sent Welker with his bat- 

tery forward to ti « •■b"' -ntrenchments 'a , «■ ‘ i neral Oglesby’s brigade 
near the center of our front line. Colonel Baldwin being hotly pressed 
on our left, I sent Lieutenant Brunner with a section to his support. 
One section of Captain Richardson’s battery, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Nash, I held in reserve at the cross-roads. This was the disi)o- 
sition of the artillery of the front line. Heavy firing continued on our 
left, and I rode over to that jiortion of the line and found the batteries 
liotly engaged and the rebels preparing to charge the works. I had 
scai^cely arrived when the enemy advanced in strong force, compelling 
our infantry to retire. The two sections of my command were in a very 
precarious situation, but by the gallant exertions of the olticers in charge 
succeeded in I'-rh— up and commenced falling back. Lieutenant 
Brunner was so hotly • 1 hat he was coji'ijcilcfl to abandon two 

caissons, the horses ‘ One piece of Captain Richardson’s, 

owing to the cowardly conduct of a wheel-driver, was left here; the 
driver (an attached man from the Second Michigan Battery) left his 
horses and ran. The consequences were fatal, as the team became un- 
manageable and the limber-pole broke short off, rendering it impossiV,!<‘ 
to take the gun off*. The rebels at this time had possession of the 
works in large force. I immediately rode to the right, where the rebels 
were endeavoring to plant a battery. They succeeded in tiring three 
or four shots, but were promptly silenced by Captain Welker and Lieu- 
tenant Green. The enemy now appeared in force on our center and 
right center, our batteries making fearful havoc in their ranks ; but, 
nothing daunted, the rebel forces charged over the arbatis. The section 
under Lieutenant Armstrong was doing fearful execution on them, 
while Lieutenant Green was working his battery with terrible effect on 
the right. Lieutenant Conant’s section, stationed near our center, was 
literally mowing the rebels down ; but with a determination worthy of 
a be^r cause the enemy still pressed on and near the intrenchments. 
The infantry supporting Lieutenant Conant’s section (Eighty-first Ohio 
and Twelfth Illinois) were driven back, the artillery horses nearly all 
shot, and the cannoneers compelled to retire, leaving their guns. The 
defense of this section could not have been better, Captain Welker 
being there in person and the last one to leave his guns when all hope 
of saving them was gone. Both flanks of our center were now turned, 
and the entire line fell back to the cross-roads in good order. Here a 
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temporary position was assi^ed to my batteries, but they were shortly 
ordered to tail back to a ridge about 1,200 yards in advance of Fort 
Williams, where I concentrated all the batteries of my command. Here 
for one and a half hours one of the most fierce artillery duels on record 
raged with all the fury of desperation, the enemy being repulsed at all 
points by the double-shotted guns of our batteries.* Our caissons hav- 
ing been ordered to the rear and the supply of ammunition in the lim- 
bers being exhausted, the batteries were ordered to fall back under the 
guns of the fort to obtain a fresh supply ; not, however, till the limbers 
had ttVice been refilled by ammunition, which I i)^rsonally attended 
the loading of at the ordnance office and had hauled onto the hill by 
two six-mule teams, while the infantry were ordered forward to com- 
plete the work the artillery had so nobly begun. With the exception 
of a few shots the fighting of the artillery was over for the clay, but 
there was much to be done for the morrow. The limbers had to he filled 
and positions to be taken. All night the batteries were on the move, 
the men getting no rest, the horses no forage. 

Three o’clock on the morning of the 4th found us in xdace again at the 
earthwork erected during the preceding night northeast of the town. 
At an early hour the rebels commenced shelling the town, when Lieuten- 
ant Green was ordered to open fire on them, which he did with signal 
effect. As the morning wore on everything indicated that a desperate 
assault would be made at this xioint, and preparations were made to 
receive it. At about 9.30 o’clock the enemy advanced in force, charging 
up the hill to the front and right of our batteries. A tremendous fire 
of double canister failed to check the impetuosity of the charge, and 
they gained the hill on our right overlooking our position. Here they 
opened a most tremendous fire on our horses and cannoneers, while the 
column in front was steadily advancing. The infantry supporting on 
th^^ right and left of my batteries at this time gave way in confusion, 
and 1 ordered the batteries to the rear, which order as a general thing 
was executed in a quiet and soldierly manner, although there were in- 
stances of unwarrantable haste. Befoie I had got my batteries in posi- 
tion in a new line the infantry had rallied and driven the enemy from 
the works on the hill. I immediately ordered the batteries back to 
their former positions, and opened on the now retreating and discomfited 
rebel army a lively fire of canister, somewhat accelerating their hasty 
retreat as- round after round was i)oured into their broken and dis- 
ordered ranks. As the last rebels crossed the railroad the guns were 
ordered to cease firing, a liearty cheer went up, the battle was over, the 
victory wou. Corinth was not taken, but the rebel army was again put 
to flight by the brave soldiers of the ^Northwest. 

I would especially call attention to those officers who honorably dis- 
tinguished themselves in these battles. Lieut. George W. Cutler, regi- 
mental adjutant, disinterestedly volunteered his services to command a 
section of Caiitaiii Bichardson’s battery and nobly and bravely fought 
it during the two days’ fight. Lieut. Thomas D. Witt, regimental quar- 
master, volunteered his services, and was assigned a section of Lieu- 
tenant Green’s battery, which he handled in a skillful and brave man- 
ner, Too much praise cannot be awarded him for undaunted bravery. 
Captains Welker and Eichardson were ever in the front, encouraging 
their men by their presence and daring bravery. Lieutenant Green, 
commanding Battery K, behaved throughout with daring gallantry, 
fighting his battery in every instance outside of intrenchments. Lieu- 
tenant Brunner cannot be too highly complimented; he is a brave sol- 
dier aii(i most efficient officer, Lieutenant Armstrong;^ as brave a sol- 
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dier as ever lived, was constantly at his post, and the highest encomium 
that can he passed upon him is that he did his duty to his country and 
to himself. Lieut. George S. Ifash behaved with great coolness and 
gallantry in every instance that came under my notice. Lieutenant 
Gonant, on the 3d instant, while in command of his section (lost at the 
intreuchments), behaved witli the utmost gallantry, and is deserving 
of every i)raise. Lieutenant Hogan, thougli sick and nearl\ unable to 
be up, insisted upon accompanying his battery, and rendered valuable 
services. 

I would also call attention to the able and gallant manner in which 
all non-coramissioned officers behaved daring the entire fight. First 
White and Privates [Nicholas] Willheim and [William] 
r , of Battery Dj Oorpl. William Hess, of Battery H, and First 

Sergt. [Andrew] Hochstadfcer, Sergts. [Charles A.] Van Horn and 
rjames^ Davis, and Privates [Benjamin] Joel and [John] Prieston, of 
Battery are deserving of particular mention. 

Private [Michael] Hennessey, of Battery K, and Bugler [Valentine] 
Kenne]’, of Battery D, were the first to re-enter the work on Saturday, 
and recommenced the fixing on the retreating rebels, under the imme- 
diate command of Capt. J. Lovell, of General Davies’ staff, who w^as the 
first officer in the fort, and fii'ed several shots almost ^aairely alone, 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. STONE, 

MajoTj Commanding, 


Capt. J. Lovell. 

Amstant Adjntant-Oeneral^ ISecond Division. 


No. 47. 

Be2)ort of Lie%it. John F. Brunner^ Battery f, First Missouri Light Artil- 

lery. 

Corinth, Miss., October 20, 1862. 

Sir : In accordance with your orders I have the honor to submit the 
following report : 

On the morning of Friday, October 3, 1 received orders to report my 
section, consisting of two guns (one 12 jiounder howitzer, one 0-])ouuder 
gun, and 2 caissons, 32 horses, and 33 men), to Brigadier-General Davies, 
who was then in the front of our line, on the Chewalla rotul, about 3 
miles ou. I did so, and was then ordered by Brigadier-General Jlavies 
to report with my section to Brigadier-General "McArthur ou the led, 
at a point on the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad about 3 miles from 
Corinth, on tlie left of the old rebel breastworks. That poinli was at- 
tacked in force by Mi: er..-!ii;-. and after holding the position for about 
half an hour was r.l-ug ; \i fall back. This I did without ordex, the 
entire support of my section having been withdrawn at thivS point. 1 
lost one caisson, three of the horses having been so severely wounded 
that I was obliged to cut the teams loose from the caissons, I moved 
back on the road, and the lines then took position on the next ridge 
where no took place. 

The infantry then took a position on the left ol' the Chewalla road, 
where it was impossible to bring my section in a i)OwSition where it 
could bo of any service, and not receiving any order, 1 fell back ou th<i 
3 ?oad about one-half mile. One caisson having been necessarily aLau- 
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doned by [reason of] the enemy’s skirmishers appearing in front of the 
road, I immediately sent into town and filled my limber-chests with 
ammunition, they being entirely empty. 

I then took my position, without orders, to the right of the Chewalla 
road, near the Tvhite house, about 1 mile from town. There I encount- 
ered and returned a sharp fire from a rebel battery for about half an 
hour. Again being out of ammunition I was obliged to fall back. I 
again filled my limber- chests, having no caissons, with ammunition. 

My loss to this time was 1 man killed and 8 so badly wounded as to 
be obliged to send them back to town. There was no more fighting for 
the day. 

At about 1 o’clock Saturday (4th), by order of Brigadier-General Da- 
vies, I took position in the upper fort, on the right flank. Nothing of 
importance here occurred until about 9.30 o’clock, when the general at- 
tack took place. I first discovered the enemy at about a distance of 
700 or 800 yards a little to the left of my front. I immediately opened 
on them with shell and spherical case. The nature of the gi'oiind on 
which the enemy approached was such that they were very soon cov- 
ered from my fire, and did not again come in range until within 400 or 
450 yards in the front of my position. The enemy^ then in large force, 
formed their lines around a frame house directly in my front. 1 im- 
mediately opened on them with double charges of canister and kept 
up a heavy fire for about fifteen minutes. The enemj’ still advanced 
under our heavy fire, and our line broke and retreated. Being without 
support, and having scarcely cannoneers enough to work one gun, I re- 
tired, having only five serviceable horses to take my two pieces ofi* the 
field.' They being of no service to me, I sent them to the rear. I imme- 
diately went about 400 yards to the rear of the redoubt and found Lieu- 
tenant Groshon, of this battery, there in position. He being ordered to 
remain in his position until further orders, I assisted Lieutenant Gro- 
shon all I could. The enemy being driven again from the redoubt I, in 
company with Lieutenant Groshon, went up with two guns and took 
possession of the redoubt. The enemy made a second and third charge 
on the redoubt and were repulsed. Finding a 20-pounder Parrott gun 
in the redoubt, and as three guns make more noise than two, I, with 
the assistance of two men, fired until the enemy could not be seen any 
more. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN F. BEUNNEE, 

Second Lieut, Gomjpany J, First Missotiri Light Artillery, 

O. Goddard, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 


No. 48. 

P Report of Got Thomas W. Sweeny, Fifty^second Illmols Infantry, com, 

manding First Brigade, including operations October 3-6. 

Headquarters First Brioade, Second Division, 

October 15, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
} taken by this brigade in the battle of Corinth, on the 3d and 4th in- 

stant, and the subsequent pursuit of the enemy : 

In compliance with orders from division headquarters we left Camp 
lyjontgomery at daybreak on the 3d with three days’ rations in haver- 



272 


WEST TENiS'. AND NOETHEKN MISS. 


[Chap. XXIX. 


slacks, and marcked through Corinth to the rebel breast vvorks, about 2 J 
miles northwest of the town, where we formed line of battle. General 
Sullivan’s brigade took position on a hill about three-fourtLs of a 
mile on our right, and General Ogler'-by's brigade immediately on our 
left. I detailed two companies of the 7";/ , " Illinois and posted 

them about 400 yards to the right of the brigade to watch ilie move- 
ments of the enemy in that direction. We formed line ot* battle when 
first we went out about 1 mile in rear of the above position. From 
this point we were ordered by General Davies to send forward one regi- 
ment of infantry to support a section of artillery and to feel the (memy. 
The Seventh Iowa was sent forvv^ard as far as the bi easiworks, which 
the brigade occuined shortly afterward. This regiment penetrated the 
swamps on the left of our position and reported no enemy there. About 
10 a. m. our skirmishers, who had been thrown out in front of the breast- 
works, met those of the enemy, and sharp firing continued ibr a few 
minutes, when our skirmishers fell back behind the breastworks. The 
artillery now opened a brisk fire, and in a few minutes the Second bri- 
gade, commanded by General Oglesby, was hotly *1 with tiie 

enemy, the latter charging in heavy columns on the breastworks in tlie 
face of a well-directed fire of artillery and infantry. Alter a sharp 
straggle the Second Brigade ^jave way before i numbers of 

the enemy, leaving odr left flank entirely exposed. Tne artillery con- 
tinued pouring grape and canister into the ranks of the enemy, appar- 
ently without eflect, though they must have suffered Severely. Word 
was now sent to General Davies of the conditioirof things in front, who 
ordered the line to fall back. The Second Division foil back about half 
a mile, the First Brigade retiring in perfect order, when we again 
formed line of battle in an open field*, but the enemy a; /p j on our 
left flank, outlines fell back still farther and took up a position in front 
of the white house, this brigade occupying the extreme right. 

The regiments ^ '.''nj.c.sfi'g the brigade were posted as Ibllows: The 
Fifty-sc-cor.r. Illinois on the right, the Second Iowa on the left of the 
Fifty-second, and the Seventh Iowa on the left of tln^. Second. The 
Union Brigade came ixp at this point from Danville and was jiostcil on 
the left of the battery, which was in iiosition on the left ol* the Scventli 
Iowa. 

About 2 p. m. a sharp artillery duel commenced between our bat.leiy 
and that of the enemy, which was i)osted about COO yards in Trent of our 
line near the white house, which was subsequently converted into a 
temporary hospital. While this was going on I suggested to GeiKiral 
Hacklemau the necessity of taking some measures to protect our riglit 
flank, there being none of our troops in that direction as lar as I <iould 
see, and the enemy’s columns could be ifiaiuly seen moving that wuiy. 
With his permission I iflaeed the FiTty-secoiid Illinois in ])osition across 
the railroad about 200 yards on our riglit. The emnny’s skirmishers 
were seen in the woods at this point, but alter exchanging a few shots 
with us they hastily withdrew. After a careful reconuafssajKjo I was 
convinced that the rebels gave up the idea of attacking us at this point-, 
and moved the regiment back to its crigirr.l position on the right of 
the brigade. It had hardly been place i • ilr,- when the enemy burst 
from the woods in &ont in 'c style in columns by divisions, 

and moved swiftly across th ■ until within point-blank range, 
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dismay.. Again they advanced, but were forced back at the point of 
the bayonet with great slaughter, our men driving them across the open 
field and into the woods. 

It was in this charge the brave Colonel Baker fell mortally wounded. 
His last words, I die content; I have seen my regiment victoriously 
charging the enemy were worthy of him. The enemy now receiving 
heavy re-enforcements, the fighting between him and the Fifty-second 
Illinois and Second and Seventh Iowa became desperately fierce, the 
right of the Union Brigade having given way at the very beginning 
of the engagement. Just at this juncture part of Mower’s brigade 
moved up to our support, but before they could be deployed into line 
^they became panic-striken and broke in confusion. 

It was while endeavoring to rally these men that Generals Hackle- 
man and Oglesby were wounded. The former received his death- wound 
while thus rallying troops to sustain his own gallant brigade, ffis last 
words were, I am dying, but I die for my country. If we are victo- 
rious, send my remains home ; if not, bury me on the field.” ISTo nobler 
sentiment was ever uttered by soldier or patriot. After he fell the com- 
mand of the brigade devolved upon me, and the fight continued with 
unabated fury until our ammunition was almost expended ; but by this 
time the enemy had almost disappeared from our front, although it 
was evident he was massing his troops on our left, for the purpose of 
turning our flank. About this time a regiment of Colonel Mower’s bri- 
gade relieved the Fifty-second Illinois, which was out of ammunition, 
and an order being received from General Davies a few minutes after 
to fall back, we retired in good order and took up a position on the 
right of Fort Eobinett. It was now 5 p. m., and a fresh supply of am- 
munition was here distributed to the troops. 

Our loss in this fight was heavy, but that of the enemy must have 
been terrible. The fire was so hot and well sustained by the men that 
several officers of the Fifty-second IHinois told me that the gun-barrels 
were so heated the men could scarcely hold them, and the charges ac- 
tually exploded while being loaded, and wanted to know what they 
would do. 1 told them to continue the fire, if necessary, until the guns 
burst. About 10 p.m. I received an order to move my brigade to the 
rear of General Ord’s old headquarters and form line of battle facing 
to the north. From this place I was ordered about 2.30 o’clock on the 
morning of the 4th to take position on the Purdy road, in the suburbs 
of the town, to the north, the right of my brigade resting on the redan 
occupied by Lieutenant Green, of the First Missouri Artillery, with 
four guns. Two more were placed in the interval between the Fifty- 
second Illinois and Second Iowa. Here the brigade stacked arms in 
line of battle and bivouacked till daybreak. 

From early dawn until 8 a. m. a brisk fire was kept up between our 
batteries and those of the enemy until the latter were silenced or cap- 
tured. About this time I received orders to send out a regiment from 
my brigade to the support of Colonel Burke’s sharpshooters, who were 
then sharply engaged with the enemy in the woods to the right and 
front of my position. The Seventh Iowa was detached for this purpose, 
but had scarcely been deployed when it was recalled. I also ordered in 
two companies, sent out the night before to guard the Purdy road on 
our right. An ominous silence took place for a few moments, when a 
sharp rattling of musketry was heard, accompanied by heavy volleys, 
and the enemy’s columns burst from the woods in front and to the 
right, driving the sharpshooters before them and following close upon 

18 R R— voi. XYll 
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their heels. Colonel Burke’s fought like heroes and disi^uled 

every inch of ground as they fell back on my position. 1 cautioned 
my men, who were lying on the ground, to reserve their fire until the 
enemy got within bhvik range, and then fire low and keep per- 
fectly cool, Itwa- !! :iTr l»l\ beautiful sight to see the enemy’s col- 
umns advance, in despite of a perfect storm of grape and canister, shell 
and rifle ball; still on they marched and fired, though their ranks were 
perceptibly thinned at every step. The brigade stood firm as a rock, 
and the men loaded and fired with the coolness and precision of vet- 
erans, when all of a sudden the troops on the right of the redan (a bri- 
gade of Hamilton’s division) gave way and broke. The First Missouri 
Artillery, in the redan, and the two pieces on the left of the Fifty-sec- 
ond, limbered up and .»••] ofi' in wild confusion through our re- 
serves, killing several of our men and scattering the rest. My line re- 
mained still unbroken, pouring deadly volleys into the enemy’s ranks, 
who, taking jr r.f the panic on the right, moved their columns 

obliquely in t . ,\\ .-i ■- » . andchprged up to the redan. Unfortunately 
the officer in command of the rirn-Mvnid Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilcox, instead of meeting the enemy boldly, ordered the regiment to 
fall back without authority, and before I could halt it the regimtusi 
broke. The Union Brigade gave way simultaneously with the Fifty- 
second, but portions of the Second and Seventh Iowa still held their 
ground and kept the enemy in check until the rest of my brigade was 
rallied, when I ordered the colors of the Second and Seventh Iowa to 
fall back and form their regiments on the side hill, out of range of the 
enemy’s fire, which they did almost immediately. I now ordered the line 
to charge on the enemy, who had by this time gained the crest of the 
hill in our front. With a shout that was heard through our whole lines 
the men of the First Brigade rushed upon the enemy. Those who had 
given way a short time before, being evidently ashamed of the momen- 
tary panic that had seized them, seemed determined to wipe out the 
stain upon their courage by their reckless daring. The foe, reluctant to 
abandon the advantage he had gained, fought stubbornly for a while, 
but was finally compelled to give way, retreating in gr^nt confusion 
through the swamps and abatis to the woods, hotlyViir-iH-d h\ our men. 
Here I stopped the pursuit until the batteries on the hill to our left and 
rear should cease firing, as they shelled the ground directly in front of 
us. I sent an order to that effect to the officer in command of the bat- 
tery, and the flring ceased in a short time. I detailed some men of my 
brigade to work one of the recaptured guns, there being no artillery- 
men present, and ‘‘General Lyon” (the name of gun) did good execu- 
tion on the flying enemy. 

In this charge we retook the redan and -in - that were abandoned 
by the artillery, 126 prisoners, and 4 iU colors. Among the 

prisoners were 3 colonels, 4 captains, and 3 lieutenants. Thus ended 
the battle of the 4th. 

On Friday morning the brigade left Camp Mnutcromorv with 77 com- 
missioned officers and 1,021 enlisted men. Thi- I joined 

it that afternoon with 15 commissioned officers and 326 meu, making a 
total of 92 commissioned officers and 1,347 men. 

On Saturday night we bivouacked on the field, so warmly contested 
that day, with a loss of 31 commissioned officers and 386 enlisted men, 
thus showing a loss of one-third of the brigade during the two davvS’ 
conflict of the 3d and 4th. 

On Sunday morning wo commenced the pursuit of the enemy, and 
proceeded byliu: UIu-wuIIh road as far as Buckersville, from which 
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place we were ordered back, and arrived at Gamp Montgomery on the 
12 tk, much fatigued, but in good spirits. 

On the 5th instant the Second and Seventh Iowa were detached from 
my brigade and ordered back to Corinth to report to General Eose- 
crans. 

On the 6 th I was detached, with a regiment of infantry (the Fifty- 
second Illinois) and a section of artillery, to guard the passage of the 
river at Young’s Bridge, on the Tascumbia. While making the neces- 
sary preparations ibr that purpose I received information from skir- 
mishers which I had thrown across the river that mounted pickets were 
seen in the woods about half a mile in front. I gave orders to ad- 
vance cautiously and find out who they were. In a short time a pris- 
oner was brought in, who informed me that he belonged to a Kansas 
regiment of cavalry, two companies of which were thrown out as scouts 
to watch the ford I was guarding, and that they belonged to Colonel 
Lee’s command, which was at Bone Yard, 9 miles distant. I sent across 
the river for the officers of this detachment and they confirmed the 
statement of the prisoner. A little before this I received a note from 
General Davies, informing me that the enemy were completely routed 
and dispersed in the woods and to join my command immediately. 
This news I communicated to Captain Houston, of the Kansas Scouts, 
and requested him to inform Colonel Lee of it, that he might take the 
necessary steps to intercept and cut ofi* the flying enemy. 

Before closing this report I gladly bear witness to the heroic conduct 
of officers and men of this brigade, who so nobly fought, bled, and died 
to sustain the honor of that glorious flag under whose folds they had 
so often marched to victory. Particularly do I regret the loss of the 
heroic General Hackleman, the gallant Colonel Baker, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mills (Second Iowa), and the chivalric Lieutenant Brainard, 
Fifty-second Illinois. I also acknowledge the valuable services ren- 
dered me by Captains Kandall and Lovell, assistant adjutant-generals, 
and Lieutenant Everts, aide-de-cami), on Saturday, the 4th. 

Dr. E. Winchester, surgeon of the Fifty-second Illinois, deserves 
great credit for his indefatigable exertions during the battle in alleviat- 
ing the suflering of the wounded. While in charge of the principal 
hospital at the Corinth House, during the shelling of the town by the 
enemy, on the morning of the 4th, he removed nearly 100 patients from 
there to a place of safety with no other assistance than that rendered 
him by Dr. Eohr, of the Fifty-second Illinois, and some of the proprie- 
tors of the Corinth House. 

My orderlies also did me good service on the 4th, particularly* John 
Colley a^d Michael F. Mee, of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, the latter being 
severely wounded in the head and the former having two balls pass 
through his clothes — one through his hat and the other through the 
leg of his pants — while in the performance of their duty. 

Lieutenant Maxwell, of the Union Brigade, seeing the colors of his 
regiment in the hands of a rebel, gallantly rushed into the ranks of the 
enemy, rescued the colors, and brought them back in triumph to his 
regiment. 

Private Murray, of Company E, Fifty-second Illinois, wffien the regi- 
ment fell back from the redan, refused to retire, sayfng it was Colonel 
Sweeny’s orders to hold the fort to the last.” He was ordered by a 
rebel captain to surrender, and upon his refusing to do so was fired at 
and wounded in the hand by The captain’s revolver 5 whereupon Mur- 
ray shot him dead. He wa attacked by a private, whom he also 
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dispatched. He brought off the captain’s revolver as a trophy of his 
bravery. By this time our troops rallied, came to his rescue, and drove 
the rebels out of the redan. 

Captain Wilcox, of the Fifty-second Illinois, was taken sick on the 
morning of the 3d, and in consequence did not i)articipate in the en- 
gagements of either the 3d or 4th. As for myself, the only injury 1 
sustained was having my horse shot under me. A spent ball struck me 
on the right leg, but did no harm. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SWEEISTY, 

Oomdg. First Brig,^ Second Div., Army of West Tennessee, 
Oapt. J. Lovell, 

Asst, Adjt, Oen,j Second Army of West Temiessee, 


FTo. 49. 

B^ort of •I/leut, GoL John S, Wilcox^ Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Fifty-seoond Eeg-t. Illinois Volunteers, 
Gam^p Montgomery^ near Gorinth^ October 13, 1862. 

Sir : In compliance Avith special order of October 12, Headquarters 
Second Division, I have the honor to rei)ort the part taken by the Fifty- 
second Regiment of Illinois Volunteers in the battle of Corinth on 
October 3 and 4 : 

We left this camp with 9 captains, 4 lirst lieutenants, 8 second lieu- 
tenants, 85 non-commissioned officers, and 273 privates at 0 o’clock on 
the morning of the 3d, commanded by Ool. Thomas W. Sweeny, and 
marched rapidly to position along the line of the old rebel breastworks 
north of Corinth. 

Companies A and 0 were here detached from the right of the regi- 
ment and posted about 100 rods to the right, ... '■he same line 

of works. The engagement which took place : * ■ was to our 

left and this regiment took no part in it. From this position we were 
ordered to fall back, which was done in good order, and line was formed 
upon the brow of a hill in an open field.'^ We were again ordered to re- 
tire and did so in good order, and again took position upon a hill along 
the edge of an open field in front of the white house used tempora- 
rily as a hospital. We had at this line 8 captuins, 4 first lieutenants, 6 
second lieutenants, 72 non-commissioned officers, and 231 privates. 
The heat was excessive and many men fell here from sun-stroke. 

llif enemy deploying toward our right. Colonel Sweeny moved 
the regiment to the right and sent me with two companies across the 
railro^ track. The enem^^^’s skirmishers were visible on the railroad 
and fired upon us as we crossed. Rejoining the regiment shortly, it 
was again moved into its former position on the brow of the hill, where 
from our right the enemy were seen moving their troops forward, 
massed in column, screened by the buildings between their forces and 
ours. If earing the building they quickly deployed right and left into 
line, and we opened fire upon them, which they warmly returned, and 
the action quickly became general along the whole line of this brigade. 
Here Lieut. E* Brainard, ^jutant of the regiment, fell while nobly 
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cheering the men to the work. He did his duty gallantly and died as 
becomes a brave, true man. 

For about two hours we held the greatly superior forces of the enemy 
in check at this point, when, the left having given way, our ammunition 
being nearly spent, and many of the pieces becoming so hot that the 
men’s hands were blistered in handling them and the powder exploded 
while charging them, besides the men being very much exhausted, 
Colonel Sweeny very reluctantly gave the order for us to retire. At 
this time word came of the death of General Hackleman, and. Colonel 
Sweeny taking command of the brigade, I assumed command of the 
regiment. 

We fell back to the first fort, procured supply of ammunition, and 
night coming on, the men laid down to rest. During the night my com- 
mand was moved three times, depriving them of all sleep. 

On the morning of the 4th we had in action 2 field officers, 8 captains, 
4 first lieutenants, 7 second lieutenants, 68 non-commissioned officers, 
and 214 privates. My orders were not to fire until the enemy should 
approach within very short range. I accordingly restrained my men, 
who were exposed to a murderous fire, until the rebels were within 20 
yards of my right flank, when I ordered them, “Up and give it to them,” 
which they did with energy and efiect. By this time the artillerymen 
had deserted their guns in the redoubt on our right, the line of reserves 
stationed in my rear had fallen back, and our troops on my right had 
entirely given way. The rebels were swarming into the redoubt through 
the road between it and the old house on the opposite side and had 
filled the yard of that house. I accordingly ordered my regiment to 
fall back. I rallied a portion of them at the brick house, about 15 rods 
in the rear, and fired upon the advancing rebels until they began thirst- 
ing their guns through the windows, when we fell back to the little 
group of houses on the rise of the ground. My right rallied here, and 
charging back upon the enemy, we retook the battery in the redoubt 
and the section of 10 -pounder Parrott guns on its left. I was the first 
man within the redoubt. Capt. S. S. Dunn, of Company F, was the first 
who mounted the works and the colors of this regiment were the first 
within the fortifications. Yourself, sir, assisted by Captains Boyd, 
Barto, and Newton, and Sergeant Wood (an old artillerist), of this reg- 
iment, turned one of the Parrott guns upon the enemy, doing terrible 
execution. 

My regiment captured 81 prisoners, among them 1 captain, 1 colonel, 
2 lieutenants, and 1 stand of colors. 

With scarcely an exception the officers and soldiers of my command 
behaved as becomes officers and soldiers, and when all did well I can- 
not specially commend any particular one. 

My regiment lost on the 3d : Failed, 1 commissioned officer and 1 en- 
listed man } wounded, 1 first lieutenant, 2 sergeants, 3 corporals, and 
16 enlisted men ; missing, 1 man. Our loss on the 4th was 1 sergeant 
and 3 privates killed 5 1 captain, 2 second lieutenants, 3 sergeants, 5 
corporals, and 28 enlisted men wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN S. WILCOX, 

Lieutenmt-Colonelj Gomdg, Fifty-second Illinois Volunteers. 

Capt. J. Lotell, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Division. 
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No. 50. 

Report of Maj, James B. Weaver^ iSecond Iowa Tn/anh y. 

Headquarters Second Iowa Ineantry, 

Rienz% ilfm., October 5, 18G3. 

Sir : In compliance with your order I have the honor of submitting 
the report of the part taken by the Second Iowa Infantry Eegi- 

ment in the engagement which took x)lace at Corinth, Miss,, on the 3d 
and 4th instant : 

The Second Iowa Eegiment went into the battle on the morning 
of the 3d instant, commanded by Col. James Baker, with 3 field, 2 
staff, and 21 line officers, and 320 enlisted men, making an aggregate 
of 346. 

In the first day’s battle, near white house, which was most stubbornly 
contested, the loss in said regiment was very lieavy, particulaily in the 
officers. In this action 3 lieutenants were killed, to wit, First Lieut. 
John G. Huntington, of Company B ; First Lieut. Thomas Snowden, of 
Company I, and First Lieut. Alfred Bing, of Company C ; enlisted 
men, Corpl. Wesley H. Henderson, privates John W. Dunn, Marion 
French, and James C. Manswell, maldng a total of 7 killed. Wounded, 
Colonel Baker, mortally, and Second Lieut. Y. T. Twombly, severely ; 
enlisted men, 31 5 missing, 2; making an aggregate of 42 killed, wounded, 
and missing on the first day’s encrrg'"n;''^t. 

In the of the 4ih beconci Lieut. George W. Neal (Com- 

pany H) ; Corpls. Henry A. Seiberleich, A. Stevenson, and Jacob M. 
Males ,• Privates John W. King, John W. Kio-igb. W. W. K. Harper, W. 
M. Summers, Charles E. Walker, John W. l>s w *.>, and Franklin Prouty 
were killed. Wounded, Lieut. Col. Noah W. Mills, mortally ; Capt. N. 
B. Howard, Company I, slightly; First Lieut. C. 0. Parker, Company 
F, severely ; Second Lieut. George Blake, Comx)aiiy K, dangerously ; 
Second Lieut. Frank M. Suiter, Company B, severely. Enlisted men, 
14 mis^^ing and 1 taken at Camp \l<>!'.lgoiuery on the 5th instant. 
Kiih'd, wimnded, and missing during both days (•ngagi-iiiord'- : Killed, 
commissioned officers, 4; enlisted men. 13; woim i!(m1, coinmissioned 
officers, 7 (2 mortally); enlisted men, 75 ; missing, 9 ; making an aggre- 
gate loss of 108. 

In this protracted and desperate engagement, in many respects the 
most desperate of the war, the officers and men displayed the most 
laudable gallantry and heroism. Colonel Baker fell mortally wounded 
on the first day at the very time his regiment was r:-.-:r.;ir.*T upon the 
retreating rebels with the greatest enthusiasm and fury, tie remarked, 
as he was being borne off the field, Thank God ! when 1 fell my 
regiment was victoriously charging.” Lieutenant* Colonel Mills was 
wounded in the second day’s engagement while fighting with the most 
conspicuous courage and coolness. He was loath to leave the field. 
Better or truer officers never fought. Exposed to every danger, they 
were ever conspicuous for their cool, daring courage, and the ardor of 
their souls, blended with pure love for their country, beamed from their 
countenances and hung about them. ‘‘Like the bright iris o’er the 
boiling surge,” Colonel Baker expired on the morning of the 7 th in- 
stant at 11 o’clock, and Lieutenant-Colonel Mills on the 12th instant 
at — o’clock. May their memory ever he cherished by their country- 
men. 

Lieutenants Huntington, Bing, Snowden, and Neal fell at their posts 
fighting like heroes. They died as it becomes the patriot — f()r their 
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country. Fully as much can be said of the enlisted men who fell. All 
honor to their memory. 

Among* those who distinguished themselves was Adjt. George L. 
Godfrey, who could always be seen and heard charging along the line 
upon his horse, shouting to the men to be steady and cool. He is one 
of the most valuable young of&cers whom I have ever met. 

Captains Cowles, McCullough, Mastick, Howard, Ensign, and Davis 
were marked instances of bravery and efficiency upon the field, and 
reflected great credit upon themselves and their command. 

Captain Holmes, on account of wounds received in battle of Fort 
Donelson, was unable to take command of his company during the en- 
gagement. 

Conspicuous for bravery were Lieutenants Parker, Duffield, Marsh, 
Wilson, Tisdale, Suiter, Hall, Blake, Duckworth, Ballinger, Twombly, 
and McCoid. 

After Lieutenants Parker and Twombly of Company F were wounded 
Sergt. James Terry took charge of the company, and he displayed 
marked efficiency and courage. Likewise, after the fall of Lieutenants 
Huntington and Suiter of Company B, Sergeant Lewis, acting lieu- 
tenant, took charge of the company, and rendered most satisfactory 
service. 

Too much credit cannot be bestowed upon our excellent first assistant 
surgeon, Elliott Pyle, then in charge of the medical department of the 
regiment (he was most indefatigable in his attention to the wounded), 
nor upon our quartermaster, Lieut. John Lynde, who was ever present ^ 
upon the field, to supply the wants of the men. 

Sergeant-Major Campbell distinguished himself throughout the battle 
for coolness and bravery. Color Sergt. Harvey Doolittle, while support- 
ing the colors, was again woiindecl, and Color Corpls. Henry A. Seiber- 
ieich, G. C. Phillips, G. B. Norris, J. C. Wise, and John H. Stewart were 
all wounded while supporting the old flag. 

I join with you and my countrymen in the deepest feelings of regret 
for the gallant slain. These sacrifices make our Constitution still more 
valuable to the civilized world. And while we mourn their loss, we can 
unite in rejoicing that they died like true heroes — for their beloved 
country. How precious their memories, how sacred their dust! They 
died at once in the same cause of Christianity and constitutional liberty, 
and, excepting the offering of the heart to God, we can exclaim with 
Thomas Moore : 


Oh! if there is upon this terrestrial sphere 
A boon, an offering, which Heaven holds dear, 
’Tis the last libation liberty draws 
From a heart that bleeds and dies in its cause.” 


After the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel Mills, which took place about 9 
o’clock on Saturday, the command devolved upon myself. 

There were 31 prisoners and 1 stand of colors captured by the regi- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES B. WEAVER, 


Col. T. W. Sweeny, 

Gomdg. First Brig., Second Div., Army of West Tennessee. 
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No. 51. 

Report of GoL JElliott W. Rice, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

Hdqks. Seventh Reg-t. Iowa Infantey Yols., * 

Rienzi, Miss., October 10, 1862. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Seventh Regiment Iowa Infantry in the battle of Corinth 
on October 3 and 4 : 

On the morning of the 3d I received the order of Bri^dier-General 
Hackleman, commanding the First Brigade, Second Division, Army of 
the Tennessee, to march my command from Camp ^.To'*'-tgo"p..''ry via 
Corinth in the direction of Chewalla. I left camp wiih 3:^7 men and 
26 ofS.cers, my largest company (K) being on detached service, guard- 
ing the railroad, 5 miles east of Corinth. Line of battle was formed 
1 mile west of Corinth, with my regiment on the left of the brigade. 
This line was changed to one three-quarters of a mile in front (west). 
After this line was formed I was ordered to proceed with my regiment 
and one section of the First Missouri Light Artillery and reconnoiter 
the front as far as the old line of breastworks. I moved my command 
cautiously and gained the position designated without discovering the 
enemy, placed the battery in favorable position, with my regiment to 
support it, and (li<p<ji.rhcd my adjutant to report the result of the recon- 
naissance. The wlH-h- then advanced, and my command was 

again on the left of the brigade. 

About 1 p. m. a successful charge was made by the enemy on the 
fortifications defended by the brigade on my left. Our position was 
fianked, and I was ordered to move my command about one-half mile 
to the rear, where line of battle was again formed. This line was soon 
changed to one still farther to the rear, and I was ordered to support 
the battery. I placed my command in favorab! ‘ immediately 

on the right of the battery and ordered my m» *1 : ■ ■■ down. The 
enemy^s battery was placed directly in front of my command, and a 

most terrific > . V ■ i ■. ensued. My men held this position firmly and 

li'uTi ' * I. I ar and a quarter exposed to a murderous fire 

• ■ - « ■ . .ianister. Our battery, having exhausted its ammunition, 
retired, and the rebel infantry advanced in strong foi’ce. My men were 
kept concealed until the enemy advanced to within short range, when 
I opened fire upon them from my whole line and for a time held them 
in check. They soon rallied, and I was ordered to take position farther 
to the rear. The enemy moved on, our whole brigade made a sudden 
charge, and the enemy were again checked, thrown into some confusion, 
and repulsed. This gave an opportunity to take a more favorable po- 
sition, and another line was formed between the white house and Bat- 
tery Eobinett at a point where the two howitzers ^\o\v p --ir*?]. This 
position was held until most of the wounded had lo iju* rear 

and my ammunition was entirely exhausted, when, by order of (ieneral 
Davies, my command was placed to support a battery on the left of 
Battery Eobinett. Gaining this position, I immediately supplied my 
men with 40 rounds of ammunition. Nighi coiniijg on, the battle of the 
3d was ended and I had lost many noble men. 

At 10 p. m. I received Colonel Sweeny’s order to proceed with my 
command to a position east of Corinth, and at 1 o^clock the following 
morning my was moved to a line north of Corinth, when a 

line of battle was formed fronting west, my position in the brigade being 
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still on the left. At 3.30 o'clock the enemy’s artillery commenced 
shelling the town, and at about 10 o’clock I was ordered to proceed 
with my command to the front and deploy it as skirmishers. This 
deployment was made and the two center companies held as a reserve. 
After advancing a short distance I ascertained that the enemy were 
crossing the railroad in force to a position on the right. I immediately 
dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Parrott to General Davies witji this in- 
formation, who at once ordered me to return to my former position. I 
had but gained it for a short time when the enemy appeared and charged 
on the battery defended by the brigade on the right of the first. The 
bri^de on my left was attacked at the same time. I opened a vigorous 
oblique fire on the enemy charging the battery and continued it until 
General Eosecrahs ordered me to cease firing. Soon the brigade on my 
left fell back. The enemy gaining position on my left flank, I was 
ordered to retire a short distance. I halted my command about 50 
yards in the rear. An advance was soon ordered, and I immediately 
gained the position just abandoned and the enemy was driven into 
the woods. They made another attempt, directly in front of my regi- 
ment, to charge the battery. My men held their position firmly, check- 
ing the enemy, who took refuge from the storm of bullets which was 
rained upon them in the abatis. The Seventeenth Iowa coming up on 
my left flank, I advanced rapidly upon the rebel position, when they 
broke and ran in great confusion. My command had fired the whole of 
the 40 rounds of cartridges with which it had been supplied in the 
morning, but was immediately supplied, without leaving the field, by 
my excellent quartermaster, Lieutenant Forsha, who, regardless of per- 
sonal safety, was ever ready to supply my command with ammunition 
even in the heat of battle. I remained in position during the balance 
of the day and at night bivouacked on the battle-field. 

The following morning I received orders to move on the road toward 
Chewalla in pursuit of the enemy. When about miles from Corinth 
I vas ordered to report with my command to General Eosecrans. By 
his order I bivouacked for the night at the college. The day following 
I was ordered 2 miles south of Corinth, and on the 7th of this month 
was ordered to this post. 

Those in the battle, with few exceptions, stood nobly with their 
colors, dealing death and destruction to the enemy and only leaving 
their place when severely wounded or ordered to change position. 

I must make special mention of Lieutenant-Colonel Parrott, who 
with great bravery and coolness cheered and encouraged the men to 
renewed vigor. I^othing but the most undaunted courage and bitter 
determination could have been successful for a moment in holding in 
check the overwhelming numbers that pressed down upon us on the 
3d. Tet with our little band the enemy were twice checked and re- 
pulsed. 

Before we were ordered to the last line on Friday my ammunition 
was entirely exhausted. 

It is with pleasure I make favorable mention of almost all my officers 
who were engaged in the two days’ battle. Major McMullen did effi- 
cient service until he was wounded and disabled on the evening of the 
3d. Captain Conn, although wounded, remained with his command 
through both days’ battle. Captains Hedges and Mahon, left in camp 
sick, left their beds and came on the battle-field on Saturday, and did 
efficient service. Their companies were well commanded Friday by 
Lieutenants Dillin and Sergent. Lieutenant Gale displayed great gal- 
lantry, and was very severely wounded in the battle of the 4th, after 
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which the company was brawely led by Lieutenant Morrison. Cap- 
tains Irvin and Beineger also performed their duties nobly. I must 
also mention Lieutenants Hope, Loughridge, Irwin, McCormick, Ben- 
nett, and Bess. Captain Smith, who was killed in the last hour of the 
battle of the 4th, w^as one of the most promising young ofScers of the 
service. He was brave, cool, and deliberate in battle, and very ef&cient 
in all his duties. Color Sergt. Aleck Field was wounded in the bat- 
tle of the 3d. Afterward the colors were borne by William Akers, of 
Company G-, who was also wounded. They were then carried by George 
Craig, of Company B, all the color guard, with the exception of one, 
being either killed or wounded. Sergeant-Major Cameron, severely 
wounded, must not escape favorable mention for his bravery and valu- 
able duties upon the field. 

While it is a pleasure to record the noble and heroic conduct of so 
many of my officers and men we mourn the loss of our gallant dead, 
syn.pr.tlyV'^:'’ deeply with the unfortunate wounded. More than one- 
thii'a of those taken into action are wounded or lie dead beneath the 
battle-field. With this sad record we can send to Iowa the gratifying 
word that her unfortunate sons fell with their faces to the enemy, bat- 
tling gloriously for their country’s holy cause. ^ 

Surgeon Lake (to whom I am indebted for the remarkable healthy 
condition of my command) and his assistant labored day and night to 
alleviate the sufferings of the wounded. 

We captured a number of prisoners and one stand of rebel colors. 

The death of Brigadier- General Hackleman cast a gloom over all who 
were under his command. His coolness, bravery, and eminent ability 
secured for him the entire confidence and esteem of all under his com- 
mand, and I beg leave to express for my command the entire confidence 
they repose in yourself and Bi -General Davies. 

With sentiments of high regard, colonel, I am, very truly, your 
obedient servant, 

ELLIOTT W. EIOB,^ 

Colonel Seventh Iowa Infantry, 

Col. T. W. SWISENY, 

Commanding First Brigade^ Second Division. 


No. 52. 

Report of Col, August M&t^sy^ Ninth Illinois Infantry^ Second Brigade, 

Hbadquaeters Ninth Illinois Inpantby, 

Camp at Danville^ Miss,^ Octoier 11, 1862. 

Sm: I respectfully submit to you the following report in regard to 
the part which the Ninth Illinois had in the engagement on the 3d and 
4th instant: 

The Ninth Illinois Infantry was stationed, by order of General Grant, 
at Eienzi, and got the order to rejoin their brigade and division on Oc- 
tober 1, and arrived on their old camping ground on the 2d instant. 

On the morning of October 3 the regiment marched with the other 
regiments belonging to the division to Corinth, and from there to the 
breast\^orks northwest of Corinth, on the Chewalla road. The brigade 
was formed in line of battle, and the Ninth Illinois had the right. Com- 
panies B and C, of my command, having been sent forward by my orders 
as skirmishers, weiv engaged in a very short time and driven in .with 
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the loss of about 6 men. The battle now commenced, the rebels attack- 
ing in tront and on the left. The regiment on our left giving way my 
left flank was uncovered, and here I lost 3 officers and about 30 non- 
commissioned officers and privates as prisoners and 1 officer killed. 
The regiment immediately reformed and charged under the eyes of 
Brigadier-General Oglesby. In this movement Generals Oglesby and 
Hackleman, Major Kuhn, and most of the officers of the Ninth Illinois 
were wounded. The rebels pressing heavily, the regiment fell back 
and was ordered to the breastworks in our rear on the Ohewalla road 
siege guns. Here I drew some ammunition, water, and some provis- 
ions. After staying there for two hours I was ordered to march to the 
right of our position, to cover the batteries on our right (Eichardson’s 
and Welker’s First Missouri). 

The morning of the 4th found the regiment in the same position. 
The rebels commenced to attack in force between 9 and 10 o’clock, and 
pressing in heavy force drove us back; but the balance of the regiments 
formed again and held their ground. The rebels having been driven 
back, the Ninth, with remnants of other regiments, formed in line of 
battle again, and afterward ordered to change their front and cover 
another battery on the Henderson and Jackson road, which position we 
held till next morning, and then took up our line of march on the 
Ohewalla road in pursuit. After marching 5 or 6 miles the regiment 
was ordered back, and encamped for the night on the Seminary Hill. 

The next morning I was ordered to proceed immediately to Danville 
and relieve one battalion of Western Sharpshooters. I arrived in the 
afternoon, after a circuitous and tedious march. 

The next day I was ordered by General McKean, in command at 
Eienzi, to send the Second Battalion to Eienzi. 

The regiment lost in wounded 63 to 65, the greater part severely, and 
about 52 prisoners. The killed cannot be ascertained now, but the loss 
will be at least, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 140. The regiment 
marched out oi camp near Corinth on the morning of the 3d with 3 
field and staff officers, 16 line officers, and 340 non-commissioned officers 
and privates. You will see that our losses are very heavy in both offi- 
cers and men. 


I remain, very respectfully. 


ACTG. MBESY, 


Golonelj Commanding Ninth Illinois Vohmteer Infantry. 


Captain Lovell, 

Assistant Adjutant- Qmieralj Second Division, 


No. 53. 

Reports of Col. Augustus L. Ohetlain^ Twelfth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Twelfth Eeghment Illinois Infantry, 

Corinth^ Miss.^ October 7, 1862. 

Sir : I respectfiilly submit the following report of operations of the 
Twelfth Eegimeut Illinois Infantry, which I had the honor to command 
in the late brattle of Corinth, during Friday, the 3d instant : 

Early on the morning of that day I arrived here from BumsviUe by 
railroad with six companies of my regiment, numbering 262 men and 
12 commissioned officers, the other four companies having been ordered 
to move across the country with the baggage train. At 9 o’clock in the 
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morning I joined tlie brigade commanded by General Oglesby, then 
some 2 miles northwest of Corinth, and with the rest of the brigade 
moved forward to the old Confederate breastworks and formed in 
line of battle. I deployed Company F, Lieutenant Farr commanding, 
to the front as skirmishers, who soon became The enemy ap- 

pearing in front and to the left in force I caiiea in my skirmishers, 
and while moving my regiment by the left, in order to connect with the 
Eighty-first Ohio Volunteers, found that this regiment had fallen back 
and that the enemy in great force were flanking me. I fell back as 
soon as possible, but not until I had lost several men killed and wounded 
and a number taken prisoners. A new line of battle was soon formed 
under direction of the brigade commander. The. brigade moved nearer 
Corinth and took another when I was ordered to the support 

of Captain Eichardson^s battery of the First Missouri Artillery, which 
was engaged with the enemy in front. About an hour later the bri- 
gade was moved by the left flank to a ridge nearer Corinth and a new 
line of battle formed. The enemy’s fire at once became heavy and de- 
structive from the front and right. My regiment returned the fire with 
admirable effect. At the end of twentj'-five or thirty minutes I re- 
ceived an order to advance, which was done with steadiness, my men in 
the mean time keeping up a brisk and well-directed fire on the enemy, 
who fell back some distance. After moving forward some 200 yards 1 
found the enemy in great force and occupied very favorable ground. 
Kot being supported by the regiment at my right I fell back to my 
first position, and with the balance of my brigade soon after returned to 
the forts on the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad. 

In this ongogomput I lost heavily. Up to this time the killed and 
wounded und amounted to 83. Throughout my officers and 

men, with few exceptions, behaved in a creditable manner. In the 
last engagement most of them diNMTi.crni=:horl themselves by their cool- 
ness and courage while exposed to a galling fire. 

I cannot now mention particular instances of great bravery and effi- 
ciency, though many are deserving it. The conduct of Color- Sergeant 
Hoppe, of Company F, and Cyrus Stout, of Company E, when carrying 
the colors in the face of the enemy under a heavy lire was truly admi- 
rable. Such bravery is seldom seen. 

To Captain Van Sellar, of Company E, acting major, and to Actg. 
Adjt. W. F. Jobe I am under obligation for valuable services in the 
field. Their efficiency and courage entitle them to great praise. 

Inclosed you will find a list of killed, wounded, and missing of the 
command during that day’s operations.* 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. OHETLAIJST, 
Colonel^ C . m mn n it * rtf RegimenL 

Oapt. S. Wait, 


As8t. Adjt. Oen.j Second Brigade^ Seeond Division. 


Hdqrs, Twelfth Eeg-iment iLLiisrois Infantry, 

Corinth^ Miss.^ October 8, 1862, 

Colonel : I beg leave to make the following report of the part my 
regiment, the Twelfth Illinois Infantry, took in the battle of Corinth, on 
Saturday, October 4, - 

Before daylight on the morning of that day I was ordered with my 
^Embodied iu revised statement, p. 175. 
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regiment, numbering 256 enlisted men and 16 line officers, to the sup- 
port of the batteries in the redan, on the right or north side of the 
town. Soon after my position was changed to the rear and I ordered 
to hold myself in position as a reserve. About 10 o’clock, when the 
enemy emerged from the woods along our jfront and right and moved 
on us in great force and the batteries immediately in my front were 
engaged and closely pressed, the horses attached to two caissons and 
two limbers became unmanageable and dashedforward over and through 
my;regiment, then lying down, throwing my right and center into con- 
fusion. Before I could rally and reform the entire front line was driven 
back and the battery captured. I then fell back some 150 yards, hav- 
ing charge of the right, and Oapt. Guy C. Ward, of Company G, of the 
lefr. While rallying the right and forming it in line of battle in the 
rear of General Sullivan’s fogade, then acting as a reserve, the left 
rushed forward, drove the enemy from.the battery at the point of the 
bayonet, planted the regimental colors on the redkn, manned the guns 
with the assistance of an artillerist, and fired some 15 or 20 well-di- 
rected rounds into the retreating enemy. The Eifty-second and Kfty- 
sixth Eegiments Illinois Yolunteers came up to the support of the men 
when working the battery. Immediately after several of my men 
pressed forward, and Private Daniel Osby, of Company K, captured a 
flag belonging to a Louisiana regiment and took the flag-bearer pris- 
oner. 

In this engagement my officers and men, as on the day before, be- 
haved in a most praiseworthy manner. In the charge and retaking of 
the battery and redan much real courage was displayed, and the officers 
and men engaged in it deserve much credit: Captains Waite, of Com- 
pany K, and Mills, of Company I; Lieutenants Miller, of Company C, 
Merriman and Drake, of Company H; also Lieutenant Garwood, of Com- 
pany I, were in the battery. Lieutenant Miller, of Company C, having 
taken the colors of the Fifty-second Illinois, whose color-bearer had been 
shot, planted them with his own hand on the redan beside the colors of 
the Twelfth Illinois. 

The officers and men who participated in the retaking of the battery 
took over 40 prisoners on that part of the field. 

Capt. Guy C. Ward, a brave and efficient officer, was killed while 
rallying the left before the occupation of the battery. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. CHBTLAIK, 
Colonel^ Commanding Regiment. 


Col. Aua. Mersy, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division, 


Headquarters Twelfth Illinois Infantry, 

Corinth^ Miss,^ October 16, 1862. * 

Sir : In answer to your circular of this date, directed to me, I beg 
leave respectfully to make this statement : 

On October 2 I was stationed at Burnsville. On the morning of the 
3d I was ordered to move into Corinth with my command, or as much as 
I could move with the railroad train, which was sent me for that pur- 
pose. I could bring on only six companies, with which I readied 
Corinth about 8 a. m. The other four companies of my regiment were 
ordered across the country with the wagon train, as I stated in my re^ 
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port which I had the honor to make to Oapt. Sheridan Wait, asisist* 
ant adjutant-general Second Brigade- The four - which came 

across the country did not reach Ooiinth until late at night of the 3d, 
and consequently were not engaged on that day, which will account 
for the defficiency of 8 officers and 156 men. 

All the officers and men of the regiment were on duty that day ex- 
cept two or three privates, excused by the doctor. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. L. OHETLAIN, 
Colonel. Commanding Regiment. 

Gapt. J. Lovell, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.j Second Division^ Army of West Tennessee. 


54. 

Refjgort of Maj. Oliver Wood^ Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-second Ohio VoLUNTEEii Infantry, 

Octoher 14, 1862. 

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of the Twenty-second 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the late battle and pursuit of the rebel forces 
under General Van Dorn : 

• The regiment left camp, on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, miles 
south of Corinth, on Friday morning, October 3, and marched through 
Corinth toward the outer works, on the Memphis and Charleston Eail- 
road. Orders were then sent to the regiment to return to Corinth and 
report to Colonel Burke, commandant of the postj reported to Colonel 
Burke, and was ordered by him to guard and patrol the town, and also 
to arrest all stragglers and return them to their commands. This duty 
was performed, and nearly 500 stragglers were returned to their re- 
spective rogininits. At 5 p. m. the rogimont was ordered to take a po- 
sition on the west side of the town iind liiM n in rear of the building 
lately occupied by General Halleck. This position was taken and the 
regiment remained in line of battle until 8 p. m., when the arms were 
stacked and the men permitted to bivouac immediately on the line. All 
quiet through the night. 

At 4 a. m. a rebel battery was opened directly in front of the line, the 
first shell striking about 30 feet in front of the line. The regiment was 
instantly formed under heavy fire of artillery, and marched by the right 
flank a distance of 200 or 300 yards and out of the range of the battery. 
We remained in this position until 8 a. m., when the following order was 
received from Colonel Burke : 

Hbadquaktisrs, 
Corinth j Misa.y October 4, 

You will with regiment take charge of the town of Corinth, do the ouard duty, and 
patrol the town. 

By order of P. E. Bnrke, colonel, commanding post : 

WM. CALLINDER, 

^ ^ J^^tenant and Post Adjutant 

^ Commaxding Officer Twenty-second Ohio. 

On receipt of the above order the regiment inarched to the rear of 
Colonel Burke’s honrlqii!irtrr«. and four companies were sent out under 
Captains Thrall .!i'.| I ri-i'i-li lo patrol the town. Four companies were 
deploj ed to the right and left at intervals to pick up stragglers and 
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prevent a stampede. Two companies were kept in reserve. This po- 
sition we kept through the action^ with the exception of Companies B 
and G. These two companies were under command of Captain French, 
and were near the Corinth House, when the rebels darted into town. 
They immediately formed line and poured a destructive fire into the 
rebel column. When the rebels retired they joined in the pursuit and 
succeeded in capturing 20 prisoners and 1 stand of colors. Kear the 
close of the action the regiment was again formed (Companies B and Gr 
excepted), and nearly 700 of other regiments that we had rallied, and 
marched to the front, but we were too late to take part in the action. 

The regiment numbered on the morning of the 3d in line 350 men 
and 18 officers 5 in the evening, 350 men and 19 officers ; on the morn- 
ing of the Ith, 354 men and 19 officers. 

The casualties were 10 privates wounded, 2 of them mortally and have 
since died. ^ 

Officers and men performed every duty assigned them, and felt very 
much grieved that we should be kept in the rear. 

On the morning of the 5th the regiment was relieved from guard duty 
and joined the division, then under orders to pursue the enemy. Orders 
were then received ordering a detail of 100 men under proper officers to 
report to Colonel Lee, of the Kansas Cavalry. Companies B, G, and I 
were detailed, under command of Captain French, and were placed and 
kept in the advance during the whole pursuit and returned to camp 
on the 13tb at 3 p. m. The balance of the regiment (seven companies) 
marched with the division to Euckersville and returned to camp on the 
12th. 


Yours, respectfully, 

O. WOOD, 

Major, Commanding Regiment 

Capt. J. Lovell, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 55. 

Report of Capt George R. French, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 

Camp Twenty-second Ohio Volunteers, 

Octoher 17, 1802. 

Sir : The undersigned, commanding a detachment of three compa- 
nies of the Twenty -second Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, ordered to report 
to Colonel Lee, commanding Second Brigade Cavalry, for duty, respect- 
fully submits the following report : 

We left Corinth Sunday morning, October 5, and marched southwest, 
through Kossuth, to camp in woods, 2 miles this side of Bone Yard. 

October 6, continued march south, through Bone Y^ard, to Hatchie 
Eiver, where we bivouacked. 

October 7, crossed the Hatchie at Box Ford and encountered the en- 
emy^s pickets for first time 2 miles beyond. Drove their pickets to 
Euckersville, which place we reached at 11 a. m. Left Euckersville at 
2 p. m. and fought the enemy’s pickets at intervals to Eipley, which 
place we reached at 31 p. m., Price having passed through at noon and 
Van Dorn at 5 p. m. 

On the 8th the detachment and myself were ordered to the duty of 
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provost-guard and provost-marslial respectively 5 had charge of all 
prisoners, patrolled the town, and took some prisoners. 

During 9th continued on provost duty. 

On the 10th, with a detachment of cavalry and Battery M, we made 
a demonstration toward Davenport, marching 10 miles through rain 
ar-l to Ripley same evening. 

•'ii: . »lth, again ordered to provost duty. 

Sunday morning, 12th, left Ripley with Colonel Lee^s command at 3 
a. m. and marched to Rienzi, arriving there at 5 p. m. 

Left Rienzi on the morning of the 13th and marched to Corinth, re- 
joining our regiment at camp, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, in the 
evening, having been absent nine days. 

The command marched 100 miles, performed four days’ provost duty, 
« ,:i»l m , d .1 i ■' fiag, and took 8 prisoners. No casualties occiuTed. 

' . . - 1 •( r : . 1 1 i I \ , your obedient servant, 

GEORGE R. FRENCH', 

Cwpiain Twenty-second Ohio Volunteers^ Gomdg. Detachment. 

Oapt. J. Lovell, 

Asst Adjt, Oen.^ Second Division^ Army of West Tennessee. 


No. 56. 

Report of Col Thomas Morton^ Eighty-first Ohio Infantry. 

HeADQUABTEBS EiaHTT-FIBST OHIO, 

October — , 1802. 

Geistebal: I have the honor to submit to you the following report 
of the part taken by the Eighty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
U. S. Army, in the* action of October 3 and 4: 

My command, consisting of five companies, and numbering 3 field 
officers, 7 company officers, and 208 men, were posted on the left of 
General OglcsbyV brigade. Our first position was on the rebel line of 
fortifications, on the left of a section of Captain Welker’s battery. This 
position was soon charged hj the enemy in great force, his lines several 
men deep and at least twice the length of our front. The nature of 
the ground in our jEront offered a cover to his forces until within a few 
yards of our line ,* on our left there was an unoccupied space of at least 
'iiM ■■ ... nile: on our right, and between my command and 

■u i' ■ ■ : I. I ■» -, a like unoccupied space of several hundred yards. 
Through the latter space the enemy first entered the works, when my 
command fell back. 

My loss at this place was : Killed, 1 sorgoaut, 2 corporals, and 3 pri- 
vates 5 wounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 3 corporals, and 16 privates 5 
missing, 3 privates. Total, 30. 

Having rallied my command, I proceeded with the brigade to the 
white house, where^ the cnrtiidge-boxes were r(‘])I(‘iii>he(l. W'o lay 
there in rear of our batteries, in the open field, exposed to a terrific fire 
from the enemy’s artillery, until our guns took position farther to the 
rear. My command numbered here 3 field officers, 6 line officers, with 
103 men. While under the fire of the enemy’s batteries 10 or more of 
this number were taken out more or less severely wounded, yet the men 
held their position with a coolpess worthy of veterans, When tlie line 
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of biittle was forced farther back my command was duly posted, and 
participated until the enemy were driven back from his last attack. 

My loss in the action near the white house was: Killed, 2 privates; 
wounded, 1 major, 5 sergeants, 1 corporal, and 15 privates ; missing, 2 
privates. Total, 26. 

It is due my command to state that they exhibited the utmost cool- 
ness in resisting the attack and daring in charging the solid column of 
the enemy. 

Having returned from the scene of the last action of Friday, October 
3, we rested on our arms during the night in the town of Corinth. 

Before daylight on October 4 we were i^osted in rear of the lines in 
column of company on the left of and near Fort Eichardson. My com- 
mand numbered here 3 field and 6' Ime officers, with 125 men. 

Soon after the action opened a battery in front of us came dashing out 
full speed through our columns, wounding several men and throwing 
the column into confusion. They were promptly rallied and charged 
upon the enemy, following up his final retreat for some distance. 

The loss sustained here was: Killed, 1 sergeant and 2 privates; 
wounded, 1 captain and 4 privates ; missing, 1 private. Total, 9. 

My command captured 73 prisoners, including 1 colonel, commanding 
* brigade, and 1 captain. By direction of Major Evans the second lieu- 
tenant of Company B, Twenty-second Ohio, took from the enemy one 
standard (regimental), which was carried oft* the field by an officer (he 
had no shoulder-straps) purporting to be G-eneral Sullivan. 

The entire loss was as follows : Killed, 11 ; wounded, 48 ; missing 6. 
Total, 65. 

Musicians and hospital attendants not included in the numbers in 
the above report were actively employed on the field in their appro- 
^ priate duties. 


Eespectfully, &c., 


Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding JSeeond Dwision. 


THOS. MOETOK, 

Colonel. Commanding Uighty-first Ohio. 
Per CHAMBBELAIK, 
Sergeant-Major and Acting Adjutant. 


Ko. 57. 

Report of Col. Silas D, Baldwin^ Fifty-seventh Illinois Infantry^ com- 
manding Third Brigade. 

COElNTH, Miss., October — , 1862. 

SiE: I have the honor to make the following report of the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, in the action of October 3, 1862 : 

In compliance with orders I left my camp at 5 a. m. — 990 muskets, 
40 rounds of cartridges in boxes, 160 in wagons, and 3 days’ cooked 
rations. Joining the division at Corinth I moved forward on the 
Columbia road and formed in battle line. I received orders from Gen- 
eral Davies to re-enforce Colonel Oliver, of the Fif'teenth Michigan, who 
was driven in from Che walla. I found him occupying the Chewalla 
road, on the left of the old breastworks. On arriving I took com- 
mand and formed the battle line in the following order : Seventh Illi- 

19 E E— VOL xvxt 
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nois. Colonel Babcock, in the old breastwork, his left resting on the 
Chewalla road, with two pieces of First Missouii Battery 5 the right of 
the Fifteenth Michigan across the road, resting on battery ; Captain 
Richardson on the left of the Fifteenth Michigan, and on the right of 
the F'"*'* ■' ■ ■ ’ Illinois, Colonel Hurlbut, his left resting on the 
MempJais ana UJiarleston Railroad. About this time Colonel Oliver 
was shelling the woods. I ordered him to cease firing. I then threw 
out three companies of my brigade and one of the Fifteenth ?>rirhigjin. 
to deploy as skirmishers, in order to ascertain the position of the enemy. 
They were soon driven in with heavy loss. 

The rebels advanced in sohd columns to carry my position by stoi-tii. 
Four pieces of artillery opened on them with grape and canister. The 
whole line was heavily engaged. The ofhcers and men stood up to 
the work like veteran soldiers and repulsed them with great loss. 
They fled in wild confusion, leaving their dead and wounded on the 
field. I remained in the same position, and selected four men out of 
each skirmishing company to go forward and ascertain as near ns 
possible the design of the enemy. Captain Busse, in command of the 
skirmishers, reported the enemy in force. I had thrown out a small 
detachment on my extreme right to watch ohe movements of the 
enemy. The firing became general along the line. The enemy were 
checked, but they soon received re-enforcements. On they came in 
solid mass in close column by battalion and attempted to carry my 
position by storm. My men fought splendidly. At 11.30 o’clock two 
of my 6-pounders became disabled. The enemy came on with an over- 
whelming force, turning my right. I was compelled to retire a short 
distance, selected a position about thr< <• in*'- of a mile in the rear 

of my first position, and formed in battlr 1".* v i?l. two fresh regiments, 
the Fiftieth Illinois and Seventeenth Wisconsin. It was just 12 o’clock. 
I called the ofiicers together and told them my instructions were to 
hold my position. We remained here but a short time. We received a 
fire on our flank, and were compelled to change front parallel with and 
near the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. I gave them orders to 
depend on the bayonet. Finding myself nearly surrounded, the only 
alternative was to charge, in order to gain time to retix*e. 

The regiments that took part in the charge were the Seventh Illinois, 
Colonel Babcock ; Fifty- se\eulh Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Hurlbuc; 
Fiftieth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Swarthout, and Seventeenth Wis- 
consin, Colonel Doran, It was done in splendid style, driving the 
enemy half a luilo. 1 then ordered the brigade to retire across the rail- 
road, and encamped for the night near the general -il . 

I left the field at 4 o’clock, and was not able t-» m.vi- field the 
following day, on account of a wound I received in the morning about 
9 o’clock. The report of the loss in the two days’ fight Ini' bn-ii made 
to you by Colonel Du Bois. 

I cannot close, however, without inrrit’oning the bravery and daring 
displayed on that day by my staff. They are Lieut. C. W. Rosenthal, 
acting assistant adjutant-general 5 Lieut. J. W. Harris, acting brigade 
quartermaster. I would also ospeoially mention Sergeant Shurtleff, of 
Company A, Fifty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, who was tcmpornrily 
attached on my staff*, and who showed much coolness and bravery dur- 
ing the battle. 

S. D. BALDWIN, 

Col. Fifty-seventh Begt. III. Vols., Gomdg. 3d Brig.^ 2(1 1)iv. 
Oapt. J. Lovell, 

Assistant Adjutant- Omeraly Second Division. 
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58. 

Bejport of GoL John V, Du Bois^ Mrst Missouri Light Artillery^ commcmd- 

ing Third Brigade. 

Headquaetbes Thied BEiaAEE, Second Division, 

October 15, 1862. 

Captain : On Saturday, October 4, 1 took command of the Third Bri- 
gade. It then consisted of the Seventh, Fiftieth, and Fifty-seventh 
Illinois Volunteers, and only numbered 57 commissioned officers and 
700 enlisted men. 

After forming my command in column, supposing I was to act as a 
reserve, I received orders from General Davies to relieve General Mc- 
Arthur. I found him in line behind some logs, and occupied his posi- 
tion. My right rested near the Purdy road, my left behind General 
Eosecrans’ headquarters. Between my second and third regiments the 
Tenth Ohio Battery was posted. 

Soon after occupying this position I sent the Seventh Illinois Yolun- 
teers forward in the woods as skirmishers, to support Burke’s sharp- 
shooters. When the columns of the enemy advanced these skirmishers 
were withdrawn and reoccupied their old position. From the firing I 
knew that my left was only slightly attacked. I therefore withdrew the 
Fifty-seventh Illinois from the left and with it closed the gap across 
the Purdy road. Soon after this was accomplished the attack began in 
earnest. 

My front was attacked by four regiments, formed with regimental 
front in column of attack. General Oabell commanded, and his brigade 
consisted of the Eighteenth, Nineteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-fij^t 
Arkansas. Against this force I had only two small regiments of less 
than 500 men together and one battery. The redoubt on my right was 
at the same moment gallantly assailed. The Fifty-seventh Illinois 
Volunteers had a flank fire on this column and no enemy in their &ont. 
Everything was going on well when some regiment to my right (sup- 
posed to be the Union Brigade) broke in confusion. The Fifty-seventh 
Illinois Volunteers joined them as they ran to the rear. The Seventh 
and Fiftieth Illinois gallantly maintained their old reputation. Bank 
after rank of the enemy were cut down, when the enemy, who had gained 
a position in our rear both on the right and the left, opened fire from 
the hill behind us. I tried to get the men in column but could not 
make myself heard, and all my aides and orderlies except one were 
wounded or had lost their horses. These two regiments then feU back 
in disorder. Colonel Babcock and Lieutenant-Colonel Bowett rallied 
the Seventh not 30 yards in rear of our old position and drove back 
the enemy in front, when again this fire from the rear was opened on 
us, and, to add to the confusion, Lieutenant Chapman, commanding 
Company B, Second Illinois Artillei'y, opened on us with his siege gun, 
killing and wounding several men and officers. For the second break 
I do not blame the men. All through the town we fought. By this 
time the regiments were in small squads, commanded by sergeants or 
lieutenants, Colonel Babcock and Lieutenant-Colonel Swarthout remain- 
ing with their colors. When the. reaction came the men were easily 
brought back. They captured many prisoners, and are fairly entitled 
to the colors picked up in front of their line. 

Companies B, C, and E, of the Fifty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, cap- 
tured 3 officers and 119 enlisted men. The major of this regiment is 
worthy of promotion. The Fittieth Illinois Volunteers captured 2 com- 
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niissioaed officers, 149 enlisted men, and 1 color. I have no repoi t 
of prisoners captured from the Seventh Illinois Volunteers. 

1 regret that, unacquainted with the offi<iers and 

men of the Third i>i ig;;<'!e, 1 am unable to give you the names of all 
those worthy of particular mention. This is particularly to be regretted, 
as many behaved very badly. Colonel Babcock and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eowett, of the Seventh ; Lieutenant-Colonel Swarthout, of the Fiftieth, 
and the major [Forsse] of the Fifty-seventh are g^ilIauL soldiers, and 
did all in their power to restrain their men ; and alter the break ra])Ldly 
brought back their best men under lire. I wish particularly to call your 
attention to the gallantry and soldiershii) of Captain Hanna, of the Fif- 
tieth, my aide-de-camp. Acting Lieutenant , of the Fifty-seventh, 

should be promoted immediately; and the follovdng non-eommissioned 
officers, Sergt. [Isaac D.] [N'ewell and Corpl. [Josopli] Bordwell, color- 
bearers of the Seventh Illinois; Sergt. Sinclair Watts and Coiq)!. David 
T.nughlin, Fiftieth Illinois, and to the color and banner bearers of the 
Fifty -seventh, whose names I am not able now to obtain. 

My loss was 59 killed and wounded and 10 missing. The general 
commanding the division having directed that the reports of i'egimenlul 
Commanders be sent to him, 1 am unable to obtain correct data on which 
to base a report of killed and wounded. 

I am, captain, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK y. DU BOIS, 

Coloncly U. k). Army. 

Capt. J. Lovell, 

Aamtant \-l' !>:•••(( 


Eo. 59. 

Report of GoL Andretv J. Babcoolc, /Seventh Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqks. Seventh Illinois Inf ante y Volxjnteeus, 
Gamp near Gorinthy Miss,, Ovloher 14, 186:i, 

Sir: In accordance with orders from your liendrunrtcus I submit to 
you the following rei}ort of the part taken by :lu- cmIi Eegiment of 
Illinois Infantry in the battle at Corinth, Miss., on Friday and Satur- 
day, October 3 and 4 instant: 

The regiment left its camp, on the Booneville road, about 0 o^clock 
on Friday morning, the 3d iuwstant, witli 390 men and 28 commissioned 
officers, marching through Corinth across the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad 
and taking the Chewalla road. We marched about 14 ^ miles and formed 
in line of battle facing south. Soon after I received orders from Colonel 
Baldwin, commanding the Third B: ig.:dr, to move forward and re-en- 
force Colonel Oliver, who was attacked by the enemy. 

Arriving at Colonel Oliver’s command 1 was placed on the extreme 
right, behind the old rebel works, the artillery on the road, immedi- 
ately on my left. 1 sent out Company H as skirmishers. They were 
soon driven in, with the loss of First Lieutenant Eing, badly wounded, 
and reported the enemy in large three. About the same time the in- 
fantry and artillery on my left commenced a terrific fire. The enem,y 
soon ni'penrcd on my front and T poured in a fire which drove them back. 
At iii'^ M"' ■ I discovered a large force of rebels lji‘e;»kiug through the 
timber in solid column about 40 rods from my right and moving directly 
toward and across tho' earthworks. 1 turned the lire of my right wing 
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obliquely and checked them for a few minutes. They rallied and suc- 
ceeded in turning the right flank. 

The enemy in my front, after. their first repulse, soon rallied and came 
forward, receiving my fire with remarkable steadiness. The infantry 
and artillery on my left had fallen back, and 1 soon discovered that the 
enemy were outflanking me on the left. Being nearly surrounded, and 
no troops for my support, I ordered my command to fall back by the 
right of companies, the enemy pursuing a short distance. I moved to 
the rear about one-half of a mile, where I found Colonel Oliver’s com- 
mand and the regiments comprising the Third Brigade in line of battle. 
I formed on the left of the artillery and reported to General McArthur, 
who had assumed command, and by his order moved by the left flank 
east of the Ghewalla road, forming a new line of battle, facing north. 

Companies I and C were sent out as skirmishers and drew the fire 
of the enemy. The main line was now ordered to charge the enemy, 
which was successfully accomplished, driving him three-quarters of a 
mile and to his reserve. At this time two regiments were sent forward 
to re-enforce the column making the charge, and from some unknown 
reason fired into us, fortunately doing little damage, but causing the 
men to break. The enemy swung his right around our left flank and 
brought up his reserve, giving us a heavy fire, which with the fire in 
our rear forced us back and ended the fighting. 

I was then ordered to report to you at Corinth, where we arrived at 
dark. The men w^ere much exhausted and suflered much during the 
day from heat and want of water, having nothing biitwiuegar, a barrel 
of which was fortunately secured near the camp of the Sixth Division. 

The loss of my command this day was 5 killed, 27 wounded, and 17 
missing; the missing supposed to have been wounded and taken pris- 
oners in the charge. 

October 4. — Changed position three times during the night of the 
3d, and w^as in line at daylight in rear of redoubt on the Purdy road with 
288 enlisted men and 22 commissioned officers. About 8 o’clock moved 
to the front and occupied a position behind a few logs, my right resting 
on the Purdy road and my left extended toward the Mobile and Ohio 
Eailroad, and was afterward sent forward with my whole command as 
skirmishers, holding six companies in reserve. 

The enemy was discovered to be crossing the railroad in large force, 
and I was ordered to return to my former position, where I remained 
until the enemy made the attack, coming forward directly in my front 
and also toward the redoubt on my right. The fire of my right wing 
was turned to the column charging the redoubt, the left wing firing on 
the enemy advancing in front. The enemy advanced directly under 
our fire. The redoubt was taken and the forces on my right were giv- 
ing way in confusion. A battery in my rear opened fire, doing some 
damage. 

Sergeant Wheeler, of Company H, was killed by a shot from this 
battery. The men fell back a short distance. I succeeded, with the 
assistance of my officers, in rallying them, and made a stand at a small 
house a few rods in rear of the position 1 had occupied, and fired sev- 
eral volleys into the advancing enemy, which staggered him and drove 
him back. The battery in my rear continuing its fire, the men again 
fell back and formed out of the line of its fire. The enemy was soon in 
full retreat, and we remained in line of battle during the rest of the 
day without further engagements. 

The loss of my command this day was 3 killed, 19 wounded, and 4 
missing. Among the killed was Second Lieut, Henry N. Estabrook, of 
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Company E, a young man of sterling integrity and a brave soldier. 
He fell on Saturday, while cheering on his men, shot through the brain. 
Lieutenant Estabrook has since received a commission as captain of 
Company I. Lieut. William Brown, jr., was also wounded 

on Eriday and since died. Prompt ana :cj, ■' '■'* , : e dischpge of Ins 

duty, in his death the command has met with a loss whicli will be 
severely felt. 

Where all performed their duty in such a creditable manner it would 
seem invidious to particularize. I cannot close, however, without mak- 
ing honorable mention of Lieutenant-Colonel Rowctt and Sergt, Maj. 



duties. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. J. BABCOCK, 

Colonel^ Gomm.anMng S&ventli 2 Uimm Infantry, 

General Thomas A. Davies, 

Commanding ISecond Division. 


Ko. 60. 

Report ofLient Col William SioaHhout^ Fiftieth Illinois Tnfanlnf. 

Hbadqxjabters Eietieth Illinois Regiment, 

Ifear Corinth^ Jfw., October 13, 1862. 

SiB: I have the honor to submit th4 ibilowiiig report of the part 
taken by my command in the battle of October 3 and 4 : 

Friday morning, October 3, we were ordered into line and about 6 
oVIock started in the direction of Corinth. The men were pvwvilr,! 
with three days’ rations in haversacks, and, cxpccjl ing a 
also carried their knapsacks with them. The strength of the regiment 
oil leaving camp was 20 commissioned officers and 265 men. This does 
not include 20 men who were on grand guard and not relieved in time 
to start with us. Part of these afterward fell in with us, but it is not 
known how many. After passing through Corinth we were marched 
some 2 miles to the west of town. Here we were sei)a.i‘ated Irom the 
brigade and ordered to report to General Davies, who immediately or- 
dered me to take one section of artillery and move forward to the rebel 
intrenchments. Before !ii!»g the irdrerichments I was ordered to 
return, and was placed at L.-*- i with two sections of artillery 
as a reserve. After we had been in this position some time sharp light-' 
ing was heard some distance in front of us, the rebels having attacked 
General McArthur in force. I was immediately ordered forward to his 
support, but did not reach the scene of action before his forces had 
been compelled to fall back. I had hardly got* my regiment into line 
when I was ordered to change position by the left ilank. After numer- 
ous marches and countermarches (having changed front several times) 
I was at last permitted to engage the enemy. My regiment was at this 
time on the left of the bi igado. with orders, in case the right was com- 
pelled to fall back, to bold \ ho enemy in check and cover their retreat. 
My men ad vance<l to the work in splendid style and engaged the enemy 
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witli a determination that^ showed their hearts were in it. I kept up a 
hot fire upon them, pourings in volley after volley with deadly effect 
until ordered by General McArthur to fall back. During the engage- 
ment my officers and men conducted themselves in a most creditable 
maimer. Kot one did I see shrink^from his duty, and all were reluctant 
to leave the field when ordered to falj back. 

My men suffered greatly during the day from heat and want of water. 
Quite a number had to be taken from the. field, some suffering from sun- 
stroke and others from utter exhaustion. . 

I reached Corinth about dark and bivouacked a mile south of town, 
but about 9 o’clock was ordered to move to the north of town. After 
changing position several times the men were permitted to lay down, 
but had been asleep but a few minutes when they were aroused by the 
enemy’s cannon. 

Some time after daylight we were ordered to take position in rear of 
some log intrenchments, where we remained until about 10 o’clock, 
when the enemy were seen approaching. As soon as they were within 
range I opened a heavy fire upon them. Most of the time I had a good 
cross-fire and did great execution. 

After the engagement had lasted some time Colonel Du Bois ordered 
me to fall back. For some distance my men remained in good order, 
delivering volley after volley at the advancing rebels, but on reaching 
the cross-street became entangled with several other regiments and 
were thrown into confusion. The officers did everything possible to 
rally their men, but the enemy were so close on to us and delivering 
such a deadly fire among us that we were compelled to fall back again 
and again 5 but at last they relaxed their fire for a few moments, dur- 
ing which time I succeeded in rallying my men and again pushed for- 
ward upon the enemy. They soon gave way before our well-directed 
fire, and we followed them up, driving them over the intrenchments 
from which they had so recently driven us and into the woods beyond. 
I kept up a constant fire upon them until they became utterly routed. 

I regret to announce the death of Jonas D. Corwin, second lieutenant 
of Company I, who was killed while gallantly rallying his men. By his 
death we have lost a good officer and a brave soldier. Capt. Horace L. 
Burnham, one of our bravest and best officers, was severely wounded 
in the right breast while driving the rebels over the intrenchments. 

After the rout of the rebels I immediately moved forward with my 
command and succeeded in capturing 2 commissioned officers, 140 en- 
listed men, and 1 stand of colors. 

The number of officers and men taken into action on the morning of 
October 3 was: Officers, 20 5 enlisted men, 265. The number on the 
evening of October 3 was : Officers, 17 ; enlisted men, 217. The num- 
ber taken into action October 4 was : Officers, 15 5 enlisted men, 219. 
The number of killed and wounded in all was : Captain, 1 ; second 
♦ lieutenants, 2 ; sergeants, 2 ; corporals, 2, and privates, 20. Missing, 
1 corporal and 2 privates. The number that started on October 5 was: 
Officers, 14, and enlisted men, 219. 

Sunday morning, October 5, started in pursuit of the rebels. Pro- 
ceeded as far as Euckersville, but saw nothing of the enemy. We re- 
turned to camp on Sunday, October 12. Hothing of importance trans- 
pired during the march. 

WILLIAM SWAETHOTJT, 
Lieutmiant- Colonel^ Goimnandmg Regiment. 

Col. John Y. Du Bois, 

Commanding Brigade. 
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Ko. 61 . 

R^ort of lAeitt, Col. Rrederlok f RCurlhut, Fi/ty-aeventh Illinois In- 
fantry. 

I received orders to form at 4.20 a. m. At 4.40 o’clock the men were 
formed on the color-line, ready for marching orders. About 5.30 o’clock 
orders came for the regiment to move, which was promptly done. Ad- 
jutant reported 310 men when in line. Being the first in line, we moved 
to Corinth at the head of the brigade. On arriving at Corinth our posi- 
tion was changed to the left of the brigade. Marching on to the battle 
ground we were moved from the road west in company with the Seventh 
Illinois to the i^ailroad west, took up a position on the brow of a liill, 
left resting on railroad, and '.■■■■• ‘ed with a regiment already 
formed on the brow of hill (tl ‘ ■■ Michigan). As soon as the 

line was formed sent out Company G and Company K, with instructions 
to Company G to feel of the position and report. Captain soon reiiorted 
the rebels formed in line of battle in advance. Moving to front, skir- 
mishers were ordered to hold their position as long as | •.--•Ibh- Fire 
soon opened heavy by skirmishers, who returned with ■;! 4 men 
and reformed in line, reporting that the column was moving to the 
right. We were supported on left, across railroad, by the Twenty-first 
Missouri*, who, being attacked, fell back. I then ordered the left wing, 
which had an oblique front in that direction, to open fire, which was 
promptly done. Tht iv-giim i».' on our left again rallied, when heavy 
firing opened on our M'm'i. .iiid right. Men were ordered down and to 
hold their fire until the enemy appeared. Soon ■:i>p(Mrh»g on the right 
of the column under cover of a hill, so that I i noc use my men 
advantageously, the left was ordered to flank fire on enemy a , «i •ij.-hiiiy 
weM ot imiIkhuI, right to open fire oblique to right. Firing vsoon became 
heavier on right of column, the regiment on right falling back, and the 
regiment - -etired, we were receiving flank fire from the enemy 
from the I ■ regiment still retaining its first position, the right 

of the line soon gave way, seeing the artillery a safe distance to the 
rear and no support on our right from infantry. The enemy ;i ; ■■ i ng 
and moving upon our right by column by regiment I ordered men to 
the rear, fearing being outflanked o]i the right, the support on the left 
having already fallen back. 

Gcnuu’iil McArthur being on the ground I reported to him imme- 
diately as to reforming the line, and position to be taken up. While 
fornb- j line, Colonel Baldwin changing the rallying i)oint to the rear, 
I lall*' i; the reiiimont. distributed ammunition, and sent an ofiiccr to 
bring in any stragglers which might be missing. We were ordered to 
move to east by left flank, and formed on left of Seventeenth Wiscon- 
sin, who had already taken ui) position facing northeast. We soo*i 
formed on their left, being sui>ported on left by Seventh and Fiftieth 
Illinois. General McArthur being on the ground and the ranking offi- 
cer, I reported to him and took instructions. His orders were to throw 
out skirmishers, draw their fire, and hold their position as long as possi- 
ble ; when driven in, to open fire with artillery and at his command to 
charge the enemy, which was done, driving the enemy at his command 
about half a mile, through the camp of the Twenty-first Missouri. 

The enemy being re-enforced by the Third Brigade, which had met 
us in the forepart of fbe day’s we were obliged to fall back 

previous to the charge being ninth-, a ml while the line was being 
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formed I received orders from Colonel Baldwin, commanding brigade, 
to move the command into the fortifications. Having reported to Gen- 
eral McArthur I did not obey the order, but rei)orted the order to 
General McArthur, and also that our right was being outflanked, as 
the orderly for Colonel Baldwin reported, the orderly stating that 
Colonel Baldwin was on our right, nearly to Corinth. After making 
the charge and driving the enemy’s advance in they were strongly re-en- 
forced in front of the left of the column, which gave way and retired. 
Soon after the Seventh and Fiftieth Illinois gave way to the rear, cross- 
ing the railroad into the camp of the Sixteenth Wisconsin. Bally in g 
the few men I had left I returned inside the fortifications near the semi- 
nary, giving my men water and replenishing their ammunition. I then 
reported to Col. S. D. Baldwin at the Tishomingo Hotel, slightly 
wounded. The brigade was reformed by Colonel Babcock and moved 
south to Corinth. 

At 10 p. m. we were ordered into line and moved to the rear of Gen- 
eral Ord’s old headquarters. Lying in that position until 3 a. m. we 
were moved to General Bosecrans’ headquarters, and after receiving 
instructions were moved to ground north and rear of the battery and 
Purdy road. Bivouacked until the rebels commenced shelling. Had 
my men in column by company closed in mass. Had the men 6at, fill 
their canteens with water, and examine their ammunition preparatory 
for action. Soon after I was ordered by you to accorapany General 
McArthur to the ground occupied by a portion of his troops to know 
the location to move the brigade. Colonel Babcock being temporarily 
in command. 1 started in company with General McArthur and was 
soon joined by Colonel Babcock. While being shown the ground by 
General McArthur General Bosecrans came up and ordered the troops 
then occupying the ground to remain on it. Colonel Babcock and my- 
self then returned to the brigade. 

In a short time I was ordered to report to Colonel Hu Bois, which I did, 
and received instructions to form my regiment on the left of the Fiftieth, 
in column by division, closed in half distance on the First Division, 
which was done. I then received orders to march to the front. The 
troops moved to the front and recovered and reoccupied the ground 
occupied by General McArthur’s troops, the Seventh being in line of 
battle, facing nearly north, the Fiftieth resting on the left of the 
Seventh, facing nearly west, its left resting on a 4-gun battery. I was 
ordered to form oh the left of the battery, which position I took, facing 
nearly west, and having my line well formed. The skirmishers in front 
soon commenced firing and retiring and the artillery on my right opened. 
Several of the skirmishers had come in, and I was just on the point of 
opening fire when Lieutenant Harris came, who said the Colonel wished 
me to move to the rear of the Seventh to support it. I told him the 
skirmishers on ray front had just come in, the enemy was just advancing, 
and I was ready to oiy&n fire. He returned in a few moments and stated 
that the order was to move, which I did by flank, and formed my com- 
mand in the rear of the Seventh. The men laid down, facing nearly 
north, close to the Seventh Illinois, and in good order, advancing. 
During the movement of the commands the enemy had advanced on the 
position I had left, and had also formed in line in front of the Seventh 
Illinois, having advanced with their battle-flags out of the timber to 
within 100 yards of the front of the Seventh Hlinois. 

The fighting on the right and front of the redoubt had become warm. 
The infantry supporting the redoubt on the hill on our right had com- 
menced falling back. The Seventh, in front, had just opened fire, when 
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I received orders to move my command to the right to support the bat- 
tery, the infantry having given way on the right, and the First Missouri 
Brigade of rebels upon the front subjected the regiment to a direct fire 
from the enemy, who came moving In the meanwhile I was mov- 

ing my command by the right flank. After moving to the right about 
the depth of the regiment the enemy opened a galling fire on me, which 
was impossible to pass through. Having lost 2 men killed and quite a 
number wounded I ordered the regiment to half front aud open fire, 
which they did. The rebels still advancing in front and my former 
position being occupied by them, the left gave way. I had my color-line 
guard and about 60 men under cover of a log and did good execution; 
but the former position - . ■ ■‘■upied by the enemy subjected me to 

a cross-fire, which it was ■ to stop, when I ordered the column 

to retire a few paces to the buildings in the rear, where the men de- 
livered a fire and retired slowly to a position near the post headquarters. 
I then rallied a portion of my regiment, and with a column took my 
first position on the field, the fire being at first quite warm. After the 
fire upon the enemy had ceased I returned to the rear to rally the men 
and get the stragglers in, if any. While doing so I was much affected 
by the sun and dropped on the ground. 

I sincerely regret the last two movements of my command while 
under fire, and more particularly the last one, when I had to move by 
flank unde.r a tremendous fire, as I had the men well formed; and had 
my order been to move to the front, we would have proceeded forward 
in order had the command all moved to death. * 

I must recommend to y mi mif'ru’r-r notice (for boldness, bravery, 
and strict obedience of l.i.-n,. B. D. Salter, coiiimaiiding Com- 

pany E, who during the two days’ fighting was at his post, and at the 
last move by flank kept his command in particularly good order, hold- 
ioghis ground under a murderous fire; and, being himself wounded, still 
remained with his men until ordered to retire from the open field. Also 
Actg. Lieut. George S. Searle, who was most efficient in ordering his 
men (Company F) in the charge on Friday, when he received a severe 
wound in the thigh. To Captain Bobbins, of Company H, the color 
company, who by bravery sustained the colors. Although sick, 1 am 
proud to say he most gallantly sustained them. Also to my adjutant, 
Lieutenant Flansburg, for his coolness and bravery in delivering orders, 
deserves most high praise from you. 

I regret most exceedingly the repeated orders I received to move my 
command while under fire, and must say had I been allowed to retain 
the second position in the rear of the Seventh I should have endeav- 
ored to charge the enpmy and by that means stopped, their entry into 
town, but received orders different. I obeyed them, in my judgment, 
to the disadvantage of my command, as I had my Inen ready for a 
charge, and the flank movement was unfortunate, I think. 

After having rallied my men the second time and r.i '.' trrl ( olors 
in the old position I was succeeded in command by 'Lij**! who 

moved with the brigade to the breastworks for the night, waiting orders 
to report to the post commander. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. J. HGBLBUT, 

Mentenmt-Oolonelj Gomdg. Begt. Illinots Vols. 


General Thoimas A. Davxes, 

Commanding Second Division. 
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Ko. 62. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. John P. Coulter^ Twelfth Iowa Infantry^ command- 
ing Union Brigade^ including operations October 2, lS62^amta,ry 7, 

1863. 

On the 2d of October the brigade was ordered to fall back toward 
Corinth across the Tuscumbia Eiver, which was promptly obeyed, and 
we encamped 4 miles north of Danville that evening. At 8 b^clock on 
the morning of the 3d were ordered to send back a company to destroy 
the bridge over the Tuscumbia Eiver and immediately join General 
Hackleman’s brigade at Camp Montgomery. Before reaching this point 
the whole division had left, and, judging from the heavy cannonading, 
which could be distinctly heard, had already engaged the rebels, but 
hastening forward to the front we came up with our division about 2 
miles northwest of Corinth on the Chewalla road, to which point they 
had retired and a new line of battle was then being formed. The Union 
Brigade was thrown forward into an open wood at right angles with 
the road; here the men were ordered to lie down in line, and remained 
there at least an hour, the enemy^s shot and shell ranging from right to 
left of our whole line, but, fortunately for us, the elevation of their guns 
was too great to do us much damage. Hone of our men were killed, but 
several severely-wounded. 

The artillery which had during this time engaged the rebels at this 
point retired rapidly toward Corinth, and our division was drawn up 
in line parallel to and nearly on the road, occupying the same ground 
from which the artillery had just retired. The Union Brigade was 
posted on the extreme left of the division, and had but barely got into 
position when the firing began with much fierceness on both sides. 
The men went into the action with the coolness of veterans and stood 
manfully until, the enemy emerging from the woods in front massed 
in largely superior forces and also attempting to turn our left flank, a 
portion of our left gave way across the road and, taking covert behind 
some of the trees, continued to pour a rapid and heavy fire into the 
rebels. The right of our division had already fallen back, and fi*om 
the overwhelming force now on our flank as well as in front were 
obliged also to retire for a time in good order, and were finally rallied 
and brought into line in the rear of Fort Eobinett with the rest of the 
division. 

This day was one of the hottest of the season and very dry and dusty; 
the men having marched about 8 miles, many of them were completely 
exhausted. Suffered much with heat and thirst, and fell by the way 
from exhaustion and sun* stroke. We lost this day Lieutenant Tichenor, 
a meritorious young officer of the Eighth Iowa, who was killed, and 
Lieutenant Palmer, of the Twelfth, shot through the chest and left for 
dead on the field. He is, however, likely to recover. Several non-com- 
missioned officers and privates were also killed and wounded. 

Here our division rested until between 9 and 10 o^clock, when they 
were marched to the eastern side of Corinth, and at 3 o^clock in the 
morning took position in line on the left of the fort north of the place, 
the left resting on the town and the right on the battery south of the 
fort, our brigade occupying nearly a central position in the line. Soon 
after reaching this point the enemy opened fixe from their artillery upon 
the town and Fort Eobinett, which was replied to by our guns and kept 
up with terrible vigor till daylight, when the rebel guns seemed to 
slacken fire and ceased entirely soon after. Ho great damage was done 
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hj their fire, but some of their guns were silenced and taken. About 
8 o’clock the wljole force of the enemy marched upon our lines. In 
front of our division they could be seen steadily ■■ ^ - " ^der a 

most terrible fire of both artillery and musketry, ■ ■ ' * them 

no appan-n 1 1 hoch. Finally the battery on the right of our division rap- i 
idly retired 5 soon after most of the line fell back, some portions of 
which could not be rallied, but the greater part returned, and with the 
reserve aided in securing a complete victory. Amcwig the ti'ooi)s rally- 
ing to close the fight the Union Brigade was fully represented. Tlie 
ofiicers and mgn of the Union Brigade, with some few exceptions, be- 
haved manfully, and the list of killed and wounded shows that in pro- ^ 
portion to the number engaged they suffered as severely as any other 
regiment in the field. 

' Casualties of the brigade please find appended.* 

On the morning of the 5th of October the Union Brigade, under ^ 
command of Captain Kittel, of the Fifix ■ iu'idh Illinois, acting major, 
started with the division in pursuit of the rebels as far as Buckei\sville, 
Miss., when the force was ordered back to Corinth, where they arrived 
on the 13th, after a fatiguing march of eight days. 

On the 20th of November the Fifty eighth Illinois w^as detached and 
was no longer a part of the brigade. The command then devolved $. 
upon Captain Webb. At this place it remained doing garrison duty. 

On the 11 th of Be(iember I returned to Corinth, having nearly rectov- 
ered from the wound received there on the 4th of October, and assumed 
command. On the ITtli day of December I received the following order 
from Oeneral Dodge, viz : 

Special Orders, ? Headquarters Division* of Corinth, 

No. 62. $ Corinth, Jhemhor 17, 1862. 

The formation known as the Union Brigade is lierehy dissolved. The Eighth, 
Twelfth, and Eonrteeuth Iowa Infantry wilfprooeed to Towa io-inorrow, the JHt.li In- ^ 
atant, under iht*, charge and coiuinainf of Lien ten aixl-Colonol Coulter, and r(‘])orti t.o 
Adjt. Gen. N. B. Baker, of Iowa, for i*. oio;nn‘/.ilion All men on detached ser\ie.e, I 

except those in the First Missonri Light. Artillery, will imiiKuliately report to their j 

regiments. All Governmont property and camp equipage will lie turned over to the 
post quartermaster. " ! 

G. M. DODGE, ’ 

flr'i. Ct .K rah 
L. H. i'\ r.iris, f 

Assifitant 

;i.i “..i:. 

Aetinff Adjiiitmi-denvrah 

On the '''lo^mincr of the l<Stli, agreeably to the above order, the Eighth, 
Twelfth, i»:m1 I'mii ;«■; -i . ii Iowa Begiments embarked on the raih'oad 
train for Columbus and Iowa, with the ])leasing xirospect before them of 
soon reaching their place of destination, with the hope of giasjiiug 
friendly hands and enjoying for a brief space of time tlie endearments 
of kindred and loved ones at home. But war had not yet “ smoothed ^ 
Ins wrinkled front,” nor were these fond anl I lou'- lo be immediately f 
realized, for on reaching Jackson, abour mn)!! -if ilmi day, it was re- 
ported that the rebel Forrest, with a large ibr(ic of cavalry and several 
pieces of artillery, were in that immediate luqghborhood, and that an 
attack might be hourly expected. Colonel Lawler, the commander of > 
the post, ordered my command to disembark, to aid in re])(^lling the 
enemy. The order was of course obeyed, although many <lonhted the f 
authority. I felt it clearly my duty, and it was soon ac(iuiesce<l in by j 

* Embodied in revised statonicnt., p. 175. ’ 
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all, and the men turned out clieerfully to the performance of whatever 
work might be before us. Soon after getting into line details for i>icket 
and guard duty were made from our regiment, amounting to two- thirds 
of our whole force present, and the remainder were assigned to the de- 
fense of the depot building, containing a large amount of Government 
stores, with instructions to ‘^defend to the last extremity, and if over- 
powered fire and blow up the buildings and retire to the court-house.” 
The first part of the order we were determined to fill to the letter, which 
we thought would render the obeying of the latter part unnecessary. 
We remained at Jackson until Sunday evening, the 21st, employed as 
on the first day. In the mean time large re-enforcements had arrived, 
and the rebels, being satisfied with the feint upon Jackson, proceeded 
northward, and destroyed a large part of the railroad in their route, 
taking all the towns and nearly all the posts for guard and defense of 
the road from Jackson to near Columbus. On Sunday evening we were 
ordered forward with the Thirty'-ninth Iowa and two Illinois regiments 
toward Humboldt, under command of General Haynie, reaching one of 
the destroyed bridges about 8 o’clock in the evening, turned out, and 
after pickets were placed, laid down upon the ground to obtain what rest 
and sleep circumstances would permit. We rebuilt the bridge on Mon- 
day, and that night reached Humboldt. My command was ordered 
back to Forked Deer Eiver Bridge, 3 or 4 miles from Humboldt, being 
assured by the general in command that we would be attacked before 
morning. I^To rebels having appeared, we were relieved in the morning 
and again sent forward in the advance with the Engineer Corps, com- 
manded by Major Tweeddale, arriving at Trenton on the 26th. Here 
we remained twenty -four hours. Having procured flour, the men were’ 
busily engaged in making it into bread, as that article could not be ob- 
tained from the commissary department. We were ordered to subsist 
upon the country, and as the people seemed to have an abundant supply 
we helped ourselves without much reluctance, the men faring rather 
sumptuously. On the 28th we reached Eutherford, and the South 
Obion, 2 miles beyond Kenton, the 2d day of January; Major Tweed- 
dale’s engineers with our aid having repaired substantially the road thus 
far. Approaching the working party on the Columbus side within 7 or 
8 miles, we were relieved from further road duty by General Haynie on 
the 3d, reaching Union City the same day, and thence by Columbus 
and. Cairo arrived at Daveniiort on the evening of the 7th of January, 
1863. 


Very respectfully, 

J. P. COULTEE, 

lAeutenmPGolonel^ Comdg. Twelfth Regiment Iowa Vols, 


Ho. 63. 

R^orU of Maj. Gmi, Edward 0. G. Ordj U. 8. Army^ commanding detach- 
ment Army of West Tennessee^ of engagement at Ratohie Bridge. 

Hospital near Davis’ Bridg-e, 

October 5, 1862 — ^2.10 p. m. 

We have been fighting all a. m. and have driven the enemy across 
Davis’ Bridge, on the Hatchie; they are contesting the ground at every 
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poiniij and Van Dorn’s forces are increasing rapidly. If you can pos- 
sibly produce a diversion do so. 

By order of B. O. 0. Ord, major-general : 

A. B. SHAEPE, 
Captain and Aide^de-Camp, 

General Eosecrans, 

Care of General Grant, 

P. S. — General Ord is wounded and General Hurlbut is in coinmaud. 

A. B. SHAEPE, 
Captain and Aide-de-camp, 


Hospital near Pooahont4s, Tenn., 

October 5, 1862 — 6 p. lu. 

Maj. Gen. XJ, S. Grant : 

I joined the columns and took command at 7.30 this a. m., and found 
that General Hurlbut had driven in the enemy’s vedettes and had skir- 
mished considerably on the afternoon of the 4tb. I also found that he 
made excellent arrangements for the advance to-day. 

About half a mile from our camp of last night the enemy began to 
dispute our advance, first with cavalry, to which their infantry and 
artillery in force were soon added. The road, narrow and winding, 
through swamp and jungle, for their infantry, and every ridge for their 
artillery, from which we successfully drove them, generally at the 
double-quick, for 5 miles, to and across the Hatchie at Davis’ Bridge, 
over which and up the steep beyond we pushed them so rapidly that 
they had not time to burn the bridge. In driving the enemy we took 
two batteries and have them, and at the river captured between 200 
and 300 prisoners, among whom are field officers and an aide-de-cam}) 
to General Van Dorn, who commanded the enemy. 

On account of the fact that we had frequently to attack across open 
fields and up hills, while the enemy were under dense cover, we have 
lost quite a number of officers and men, and have several hundred 
wounded, probably a greater number than the enemy. 

General Veatch was very badly contused by a spent ball striking him 
in the side. 

I will send you regimental list of killed and wounded as soon as they 
can be brought in. 

General Hurlbut has cavalry in pursuit of the enemy, who moved ofi* 
to the south about 4: o’clock this afternoon. 

Our infantry, which started from Bolivar at 3 a. m. yesterday, marched 
26 miles, and to-day fighting 5 miles over this country under fire at 
short range for seven hours, being too much fatigued to pursue to-day ; 
besides it will take until dark to bring in the wounded. 

The troops in their charge over the miserable bridge at Davis’ Creek 
and up the steep beyond, exposed to a murderous fire of shell and 
grape and canister, with three of their batteries playing upon them 
at canister-range, however, proved that wherever their officers dare to 
lead them the men will go. 

Generals Hurlbut, Veatch, and Lauman, the former commanding the 
division and the latter two brig.ido*-. did not confine themselves alone 
to their duties as commandei^-, Imm diil everything that; men could do to 
make victory complete. Gallant officers! So much praise*, of them is 
entirely unnecessary. 

To their respective stall' officers 1 must also add my sincere thanks 
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for the zeal and energy with which they discharged their arduous duties 
throughout the day. 

To the officers of the line and the men, from what I have seen of them 
to-day, I can only say that, should the fortunes of war continue them 
under my command, it will be my pride to win their confidence. 

General Yeatch pushed the enemy with great vigor and success in 
front until their forces were so much increased that it became neces- 
sary to' bring up our reserve, under command of General Laumau, 
which I ordered at once ; whereupon the enemy were driven from their 
last stronghold, General Lauman showing by his coolness, energy, and 
courage that the front was his proper place. 

General Hurlbut has reported to me that he has gathered about 900 
arms already, thrown away by the enemy in their retreat and expects 
to collect a large number to-morrow. The names of 289 prisoners have 
already been registered, and they are still being brought in. 

From the nature of the country over which we fought it is impossi- 
ble to arrive at an accurate estimate of the number of the enemy ; but 
this may be inferred from the number of arms thrown away, the quan- 
tity of their artillery, and the fact that a portion of their forces engaged 
against us were not 4t Corinth. 

Guns are heard to-night in the direction of Corinth. General Hurl- 
but will push forward early to-morrow morning, as it is presumed Gen- 
eral Eosecrans is harassing the rear of the enemy. 

My personal staff, Div. Surg. S. B. Davis, Captain Sharpe, and Lieu- 
tenant Brown, aides-de-camp, and Captain Hotaling, Second Illinois 
Cavalry, and aide-de-camp, were by turns colonels of regiments or cap- 
tains of batteries. Cheering and leading the men through the thickest 
of the fight, they always took the shortest line to danger on the field, 
and were always on hand when wanted. I commend them to the con- 
sideration of the Government. 

E. O. C. OED. 


No. 64. 

Eeport of Gapt. Alexander B. Sharj^e^ U. 8. Army^ Aide-de-Oamj^^ of en- 
gagement at Hatcliie Bridge, 

Hospital near Davis’ BRinaE, on the Hatchee Eiver, 

October 5, 1862. 

General: We are in severe engagement across the Hatchieat Davis’ 
Bridge. We drove the enemy for about a mile to that point, taking at 
least 200 prisoners and two batteries. The enemy has four batteries 
playing upon us and a large body of infantry, and General Ord is ap- 
prehensive we will have to fall back unless we are speedily re-enforced. 

This was the stage of the battle when we left for the hospital a few 
moments ago, when General Ord was severely wounded just as he was 
directing to send this dispatch to you. 

A. B. SHAEPE, 
Captain and Aide-de- Gamp, 

Major-General Grant. 

p. g. — We have driven the enemy and taken possession of heights 
on the other side. This I infer, as the firing has ceased and our men 
are going forward. The firing nas commenced. They have prob£|.bly 
taken a new position. 
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1 ^ 0 . G5. 

lietiirn of GasiuUties in the TJ^iion forces commanded hy Maj* Gen, JUJ. 0. 
G, Ord^ U, JS. Army, in the engagement at Ratchie Bridge, October 6, 
1862. 


[Gompilod from B-oniinal lists of casualtiea, returns, &c.J 


Command. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missing 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

1 Officers 

Enlisted men. 

ARMY OP WEST TENNESSEE. 

JEscort 







* 



1 




1 

POUltTH DIVISION. 

Maj. Gen Stephen A. Hurlbut 

Firb't Brigade. 

Bng. Gen. Jacob G Lauman. 



* 




1 

7 

5 

7 

5 

1 

77 

25 


3 

7 

95 

42 








9 

1 

4 

5 

45 

1 55 

0 



58 

62 

6 

2 

7 


1 



ist ■ T'_’ 1 t* 



Ohio "i * 






Sth i‘ . '1 ' . ' -■ • • ' 

Total Eirst Brigade 

Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Jambs C. Yeatch. 

Staff, 


2 



3 

2 

24 

21 

212 

1 

13 

272 



1 

1 




1 

39 

7 

31 

93 

106 

5 
2 

'2'il 

7 

6 

14’hTi PliTiois 


3 

33 

6 1 
28 
72 
86 

5 

2 


2 

1 

I.^th pimoia - 



40th. Illinois - ----- 


" i’ 
2 
13 

2 

5 

5 

20th Indiana 

i 


13 

2 

53d TiidigTig, .. ---------- 


2d Blinois Light ‘G” X 

Ohio Light Arfillei . r». . ■ 

Total Second Brigade 

Frovisional Brigade (attached). 

Col. Robert K. Scott. 

12th ’VTTohiggTi 



1 

19 

14 

232 


18 



1 

6 

6 



68th Ohio 1 





Total Provisional Brigade 








1 

12 



13 

Total Army of West Tennessee 







ir 

37 

’'lisr 


sT 

570 


* Attached. 

Ofurr^i ’ !i C\ I'.s G. Belfo*.'" T-.-t '' o’lr’sl: lUinois; Lieut. William P. Dodd, Third 

Tou.i Li< ■ W- »>,■ Twon1y-l'.,"-i r-i<i • 
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iSTo. 66. 

Eeport of Maj, Gen. S. A. Hurlbut^ U. S. Army, commanding Fourth 
Division^ of engagement at Ratchie Bridge^ with congratulatory orders. 

Hdqrs. Fourth Division, Dist. of West Tennessee, 

Bolivar^ Tenn., October 10, 1862. 

Major : In obedience to orders from district headquarters my entire 
command, re-enforced by the Sixty-eighth Ohio and Twelfth Michi- 
gan, from General Boss’ command, started at daylight on October 4 for 
Corinth by the route of Middleton and Pocahontas. The command 
moved in light marching order, with three days’ provisions and one 
wagon to a regiment, exclusive of ammunition wagons. One battalion 
of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry was assigned to each brigade. 

There was no interruption of our march until we reached Middleton, 
where the advance cavalry, under Major Hayes, encountered a consid- 
erable force of rebel cavalry, together with a number of dismounted 
riflemen, covered by the thick woods and brush that intervened be- 
tween Middleton and the Big Muddy. The Second Battalion of the 
cavalry was ordered to the front, and Major-Hayes was directed to clear 
the woods and keep the enemy moving rapidly, so as to secure the very 
dangerous levee across the Muddy. This was done in very handsome 
style, and so rapidly that the enemy had no time to destroy the bridges. 

The infantry column was steadily moving up, and just before sun- 
down the First Brigade, commanded by General Lauman, crossed the 
Muddy and established camp on the hills on the east side in order of 
battle. Night and the difBlculties of the road compelled the Second 
Brigade, under General Veatch, to encamp on the west side. 

The cavalry made an ineffectual effort to reach the Hatchie, but I 
soon perceived that the force in front was too heavy to be driven in by 
cavalry alone, especially cavalry badly armed for this peculiar service, 
and I ordered them back under cover of Ihe infantry. 

On the morning of Sunday the command of General Yeatch, consist- 
ing of his own brigade, the Sixty-eighth Ohio, and Twelfth Michigan, 
crossed the Muddy as soon as the track was passable and were ordered 
forward. The road toward the Hatchie is in many places exceedingly 
narrow and broken, and I accordingly moved all the teams and ambu- 
lances as well as the artillery caissons into an open field on the right, 
that the column might be unencumbered. 

A heavy firing had been heard for some hours on Saturday in the 
direction of Coiinth, and as it was not renewed in the morning I was 
satisfied that I should not advance far without meeting a strong por- 
tion of the rebel army either victorious or in retreat. 

At about 8 a. m., after these dispositions had been completed, Major- 
General Ord arrived upon the ground and assumed command. The 
column moved forward and was soon sharply engaged with cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery, constituting, as I afterward learned from 
prisoners, Moore’s brigade, of Maury’s division. Under Major-General 
Ord’s command these troops, with the re-enforcements that joined them, 
were rapidly driven in for more than 4 miles without heavy loss on 
either side." The particulars of the movement will fully appear in the 
report of General Yeatch. 

A battery of four 12-pounder howitzers was taken, the horses having 
been destroyed by the fire from Bolton’s and Burnap’s batteries. 

The enemy endeavored to make a stand near the bridge, but were 
scattered or driven across it. 

20 R R— VOL XYJl 
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The infantry, under orders from Major-General Ord, who was con- 
stantly at the front, were thrown across the bridge, together with Bol- 
ton’s battery. This was done under heavy fire of musketry and canis- 
ter and was one of the most gallant deeds of record. 

It unfortunately happened that the peculiarities of the ground on 
the east side of the Hatchie were not so familiar to the major-gonr-rAl 
commanding as to those of us who had previously encamped on the very 
hill we now sought to seize, hence the order to throw the regiments 
alternately to right and left of the road massed six regiments of men 
in a triangular space of ground which would have been abundantly 
occupied by one. They were exposed in this mass to a flanking fire 
of canister from a battery on their left, and here the great loss of men 
took place. 

At this time, about 11 a. m., I came up to the bridge with the last 
regiment, and here Major-General Ord was wounded and turned over 
the command to me. I crossed the bridge, ordered the regiments to 
extend rapidly to the left and crown the hill. This was done gallantlj^ 
and quickly, and in thirty minutes from the time the line was restored 
we held the hill. 

The batteries were rapidly run forward and placed by Major Camp- 
bell, chief of artillery, i:i mutual support. Some sharp 

artillery firing then took -'Ijn . » : .‘“iig in silencing the enemy’s battery. 
A charge was attempted by the enemy on Spear’s battery, but the head 
of their formation was shattered by the cross-fire of the other batteries 
and the attempt was abandoned. 

The battle virtually ceased about 3.30 p. m., the enemy making a 
strong demonsti'ation at that hour on General Laumau’s right, which 
was met by a change of front by that brigade. Under cover of this 
movement they hauled off their crippled battery, leaving the caissons, 
and retreated southward, crossing the Hatchie that night at Crum’s 
Mill, 6 miles up the river. 

The total want of sufficient transportation, the loss of battery horses, 
the shortness of provisions, and the paramount necessity of burying 
my dead, taking care of my wounded, and securing the prisoners and 
captured munitions of war prevented my pursuing. 

We had learned from prisoners taken early in the day of the success 
at Corinth, and I expected during the whole day and night to hear 
the guns of the victorious column from Corinth. 

On Monday communications were received from General Eosecrans, 
and on Monday night I received orders from Major-General Grant to 
return. 

Captain Walker, of General Veatch’s staff, left the Hatchie at 5 p. m. 
on Monday, and returned with 40 w^agons and 4 ambulances from Boli- 
var by 9 a. m. Tuesday 5 an instance of activity in the discharge of duty 
which deserves special notice. 

The force opposed to us has beeu variously estimated. Van Dorn 
and Price were present. My own best judgment is that it was not less 
than 12,000 men. It is certain that in the beginning of the battle they 
used one, if not two, Parrott guns, and two 24-pounder howitzers. I 
think these pieces did not cross the Hatchie, but were drawn off: as our 
infantry crossed the bridge. Their artillery was well served*and exceed- 
iiigly accurate both at long and short ranges. Their infantry could 
not stand the rush of our men, though their first fires were very well 
delivered. 

The results of the engagement are, that the main line of retreat for 
Price and Van Dorn was cut off and their troops forced into the diffi- 
cult country east of the Hatchie. Four bronze 12-pounder howitzers. 
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complete, witli caissons, 650 stand of small-arms, and 420 prisoners 
were secured. Thirty-two dead of the enemy were buried on the ground. 
Many small-arms are believed to have been thrown into the river, and 
it is known that a large force of negroes during the battle was engaged 
in taking their dead and wounded to the rear. 

This success was achieved by us with severe loss. I regret to report 
50 killed, 493 wounded, and 17 missing. Total, 500.* 

Full lists of the killed, wounded, and missing, as well as a list of 
paroled prisoners, accompany this report. 

Where all have done so well it is difficult to make distinctions; but 
I desire especially to call attention to the conduct of my cavalry and 
artillery. The Fifth Ohio Cavalry has but an average of eight carbines 
to a company. As a charge is an impossible thing in the country over 
which the column passed, they were compelled to do skirmishing duty 
in thick timber and undergrowth with the revolver alone. They kept 
firmly to the front, well advanced, and covered the column. In the 
action they protected the flanks. Their duty was well done, and they 
deserve commendation. Three of my batteries had never been in aetion, 
and neither men or horses had been under fire. 

To Captains Bolton and Burnap and Lieutenant Burrows, command- 
ing these batteries, and their officers and men, great praise is due for 
steadiness, coolness, and skill. 

Major Campbell, chief of artillery, was constantly where he was 
wanted, and directed the movements of the artillery with singular judg- 
ment, and by the fearless exposure of his own person under the heaviest 
fire he contributed largely to the spirited and effective conduct of his 
arm of service. 

For details of the conduct of the several regiments I respectfully refer 
to the annexed reports of subordinate commanders. 

The chiefs of my brigades and their commands maintained their well- 
won reputation. 1 can give them no higher praise, and the Sixty-eighth 
Ohio and Twelfth Michigan kept steadily up to their work and held all 
the ground they took. 

My own staff* performed their duty wherever sent. Captain Jackson, 
commissary of subsistence, was conspicuously active as an aide both to 
myself and Major-General Ord. Captain Thurston and Captain Benner 
deserve honorable mention, as well as the assistant adjutant-general, 
Captain Binmore, for conduct during the engagement and after it. 

Martin K. Cook, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, has been with me 
since Shiloh, and fulfilled the duties of aide without the rank or pay of 
a commissioned officer. I recommend him strongly for a commission. 

I am happy to acknowledge (publicly) the highly meritorious services 
of Dr. J. G. Keenon, surgeon of volunteers and chief of medical staff, by 
whose unceasing labors (aided by the regimental surgeons) the large 
number of wounded men were rapidly and successfully treated. 

In conclusion I feel it my duty (officially) to correct a misapprehen- 
sion arising from a passage of Major-General Ord^s dispatch of October 
5. No regiment or battery was at any time commanded by any staff 
officer. Their own officers led*the men throughout the battle, and ful- 
filled their duty, without exception, so far as I can ascertain. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, yours, 

S. A, HURLBUT, 

Major- QeiieraL 

Maj. John A. Rawlins, 

A88t Adjt Gen,, District of West Tennessee. 


But see revised statement, p. 304. 
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Generax. Orders. ) Hdqrs. 4th Diy., Dist, of West Tenn., 

Ko. 112. j Bolivar^ Tenn.^ October 8, 1862. 

Officers and soldiers of the Fourth Division! Comrades in battle! 
Partakers of the weary march and the long watches, by your discipline 
and courage the victory has been won ; and the title of the ^‘Fighting 
Fourth, earned at Shiloh, has been burnished with additional splendor 
•on the Hatch! e. 

We were ordered on a forlorn hope to the aid of our beleaguered 
brotliers in arms at Corinth. The march was arduous, the undertak- 
ing desperate. My orders were to reach Eosecrans at all hazards and 
relieve him or perish. 

By the blessing of the God of our Fathers and our Country the forces 
which assailed that indomitable garrison at Corinth were scattered and 
broken by their invincible t-uui [)i 3 fore our turn came 5 but there was 
yet work for the ^‘old Fourih.“ Thu heavy mass of the enemy were re- 
treating by the State Line road, when, after crossing the Muddy, we 
met them. Bach arm of this division, gallr.''!\' r-r, 
other — cavalry, infantry, and artillery — over.. ■■ ; 

try, over hill and through ravines, forest, thicket, and a desperate enemy, 
made no breach in the serried advance of this command. Aided by 
your brave comrades of the Sixty-eighth Ohio and Twelfth in. 

from General Boss’ command, field after field was swept, position after 
Ijosition seized and occupied, until the crowning struggle of the day 
came on for the occupation of the high grounds east of the Hatchie. 
The bridge across that stream was carried at a charging step, the work 
of the artillery was done, that of the infantry commenced in deadly 
earnest. 

Major-General Ord, a stranger to yon, but to whom the division by 
its well- won reputation was no stranger, and who had hitherto led the 
advance, was struck at the bridge and disabled. The command then 
devolved upon your old commander. By mis.up prehension of the nature 
of the country across the Hatchie a large portion of the division had 
been massed in impracticable ground on the right of the road and ex- 
posed to a terrific fire of canister at short range. That you bore it 
without the possibility of active return speaks well for your discipline. 
Knowing the ground, I immediately determined to throw out the main 
force to the left, crown the hill-side, and flank the enemy, and it is 
among the proudest moments of my life when I remember how promptly 
the several regiments disengaged themselves from their temporary 
confusion and extended to the left, and with what a will they bent 
themselves to conquer the hill. In twenty minutes all was over, the 
crest was gained and held, the artillery rapidly in place, and the field 
of Matamora was won. The broken fragments of the Confederate Army 
recoiled before your solid advance ; their main line of retreat was cut 
off and their ti*oops forced over the broken ground east of the Hatchie. 
Our duty was accomplished. Our wounded, the bloody witnesses to 
the desperation of the fight, were to be cared for. Already the victo- 
rious column of Eosecrans was thundering on their rear. It was my 
duty to bring in the forces that remained to me. 

You have returned to camp 5 no colors lost, not a man nor a gun 
missing. It is a triumph, and you, and I for you, have a right to be 
proud. 

With yon in this achievement were associated the Sixty-eighth Ohio 
and Twelfth Michigan Eegiments. They were worthy to be with you, 
and their conduct receives the praise of their commanding officer. 

now the necessities of the service remove me from the immedi- 
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ate command of the Fourth Division. A promotion won by your cour- 
age and discipline removes me to a larger command. I wish you to 
understand from these my parting orders that I know full well that no 
regiment in my old division desired to be under my command when we 
met at Donelson. The reason why I know well, but care not to tell now. 

Tour respect I conquered at Shiloh, your regard I hope to have ac- 
quired since. Give to the officers who may succeed me the same prompt 
obedience, the same steady devotion to duty, and you wll make me, 
wherever I am, proud of the high reputation of the Fourth Division. 

Eemember, every man and officer, that I here again publicly ac- 
knowledge that whatever I may have of military reputation has been 
won by you, and that I wear it only as coming from you, and that any 
misconduct or want of discipline on your part will grieve your old com- 
mander. Bemember that I place my honor as well as your own in your 
hands, and that if I find a difficult place that must be held I shall call 
for the Fourth. I have no fears how you will answer. 

Our dead — our glorious dead ! The joy of victory is dimmed when we 
think of them. But they have died as they would wish — died in defense 
of the Union and the laws; died bravely on the red field of battle with 
their unconquered banner over them. Their comrades will avenge them. 
And when at last our victorious flag shall float over the national do- 
main reconquered and united, and the weary soldier shall forget his 
toil in the endearments of home, around your firesides and among your 
children and your neighbors you shall recite as part of your glorious 
history how you swept the rebel hosts with every advantage of position 
across the Hatchie and crowned the opposing hill with a wall of fire 
and of steel that repelled the chosen troops of Van Dorn and Price. 

Infantry, artillery, and cavalry of the Fourth Division, and your 
well-deserving companions of the Sixty-eighth Ohio and Twelfth Mich- 
igan, you have done your duty, each in his place and each at the right 
time. You have satisfied your general, and the country in due time 
shall know what is due to each of you. I bid you for a while farewell. 

Officers and men, continue to deserve your lofty reputation, and then 
as heretofore you will receive the approbation of your general and 
strengthen his hands in the performance of his duties. 

S. A. HUELBUT, 

Major- OeneraL 


'No. 67. 

Report of Maj. Charles 0. Campbell^ First Illinois Light Artillery ^ Chief 
of Artillery^ of engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

Headquarters Chief of ARTiLirBRT, 

Fourth Division, District of West Tennessee, 

Camp at Bolivar^ Tenn.^ October 10, 1862. 

I joined the division on the evening of October 4 on the opposite 
bank of the Big Muddy and reported to General Hurlbut for duty as 
chief of artillery, I having just returned from Saint Louis, where I had 
been on duty in conformity with Special Orders, l^o. 175. 

On the morning of the 5th I was ordered by Major-General Hurlbut 
to the front to take charge of the batteries. I proceeded something like 
half a mile or more and found one section of Bolton’s battery in position 
on the side of a hill, shelling a house, distant about half a mile, in which 
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were stationed some of the rebel pickets. They left in haste, as all of 
the six shells thrown took effect. I then rode to the front about l-J 
miles, where I met Major Hayes, of the Tifth Ohio Cavalry, and he 
informed me that the rebels were planting a battery on the flat near 
the Hatchie Eiver, on the opposite side of a hUl or hog-back which 
intervened. I immediately ordered Captain Bolton’s battery (Comi>any 
L, Second Illinois Light Artillery) forward, and planted it just in rear 
of the brow of the hill, three of the pieces in the road and one on the 
right of the house which stood on the light of the road, leaving the cais- 
sons in the rear about a mile. 

As soon as Captain Bolton came into position he opened on the 
enemy’s battery, who immediately returned the fire, which was very 
heav}\ During the firing I rode to the right about 100 yards to see the 
effect of the shot, when I discovered on the right and front of Bolton’s 
battery, within 300 yards, the rebel infantry, as 1 supposed, i^r^pariu ^ to 
make a charge on the battery. I immediately ordered Biirnap’s iSeventh 
Ohio forward, and stationed one section on the right of Captain Bolton, 
and removed the remaining section still farther to the right, and with 
the right section of the battery commenced shelling the rebel infantry, 
drove them back, and completely routed them. The batteries then 
directed their fire on the enemy’s battery, which was soon silenced, as 
they were then under a cross-fire from Bolton’s and Burnap’s batteries. 

When this was done General Yeatch ordered the Second Brigade for- 
ward. As soon as they had dropped down the bill out of our range 
the batteries again opened and continued firng until our infantry en- 
gaged the enemy. I immediately ordered ilu 'ia • i-'. filled from the 
caissons and then to move down the hill. The enemy were found to 
have crossed the bridge, and I was ordered by General Ord to move a 
section up to the bridge and shell the opposite side of the river, which 
was done by one section of Captain Bolton’s battery, commanded by 
Captain Bolton, and one section of Mann’s battery (Company C, First 
Missouri Light Artillery), commanded by Lieutenant Brotzinann, but 
finding that it was endangering the lives of our own men I ordered 
them to cease firing. 

General Ord then ordered me to take the two sections across the 
river, which was done under a very heavy fire from the enemy’s bat- 
tery and infantry, which was stationed upon the high ground back 
from the river and completely surrounded with heavy timber, which 
prevented our using our artillery. The fire here was tremendous and 
the two sections were in the very thickest of it. We remained in that 
position until the enemy were driven from the hill by our infantry, 
when I ordered Bolton’s battery and Mann’s battery up' the hill on the 
right of the road, as the enemy’s battery had dropped back to the tim- 
ber at the junction of the two roads. Before the batteries had fairly 
got in position the enemy’s batteries opened upon them, which was re- 
turned with vigor by Bolton and Brotzmann. I immediately ordered 
Captain Siioar's bai lory (Fifteenth Ohio) up on the hill on the ieft of tlie 
road. They came up (one piece on the right and rear of an old log- 
house and three on tlie left) and opened fire on the enemy’s battery with 
shot and shell, them under a cross-fire from our three bat- 
teries, which so'»'- them. Our batteries continued throwing 

shell into the timber, driving the enemy for about ten minutes ainer ihc 
battery was silenced. 

About this time it was reported to me by a colonel, whose name I do 
not know, that the enemy were a battery directly in front of 

T ..-tliA Imtf AT* V forward bv a left 
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oblique, which was executed under a heavy fire from the enemy’s 
sharpshooters. The battery took position and opened upon the enemy 
with such good effect that they did not fire a shot, but left the field, 
leaving their only remaining caisson behind them. During this firing 
the enemy made a charge on Spear’s battery, but were repulsed by one 
section of Bolton’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant James, who 
drove them back, capturing their colors. In the mean time I had sta- 
tioned Captain Burnap’s battery on the right of Captain Spear’s, when 
all four of our batteries opened upon the enemy, driving them from the 
timber and we saw no more of them. 

Wounded in the engagement: Capt. W. H. Bolton’s battery, 5. I 
regret to have to complain of neglect in the case of Charles S. Adams, 
who was wounded early in the engagement and lay in a helpless con- 
dition, without surgical aid, for thirty-six hours, the battery surgeon re- 
fusing to do anything for him. I hope the general commanding will in- 
vestigate it. Captain Burnap’s battery, 1 ; Captain Spear’s battery, 2 5 
Captain Mann’s battery, 6. 

Captain Mann’s battery lost in the action 3 horses killed and 3 
wounded ; Captain Bolton 8 horses killed and 2 pieces temporarily dis- 
abled, which were repaired by substituting from the captured battery. 

During the engagement Captain Bolton’s battery fired, solid shot, 24; 
canister, 34; shell, 145. Burnap’s battery fired, shot, 8; canister, 65; 
shell, 61. Mann’s battery fired, shot, 10 ; canister, 57; shell, 17 ; spher- 
ical case, 84. Spear’s battery fired, shot, 76; canister, 28; spherical 
case, 154, making a total spherical case, 238 ; solid shot, 118 ; canister, 
184, and shell, 223. Total shot, shell, canister, and spherical case, 7G3 
rounds. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the officers and men of the 
four batteries. All did their duty well and faithfully. ISTone flinched 
from duty, even under a galling fire. I would call special attention to 
Captains Bolton and Burnap; also to Lieutenants Moore, James, Bur- 
rows, and Brechtel, they being under fire for the first time. They fought 
like veterans, always at their posts, cool and collected. Also Lieu- 
tenant Brotzmann, commanding Mann’s battery. He is a fine officer; 
was at Carthage, Pittsburg, and Shiloh. There were other officers of 
the batteries equally deserving, but I do not know their names. In 
fact all men and officers did their duty throughout faithfully. 

With due respect I submit the foregoing report to Major-General 
Hurlbut for approval. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. 0. CAMPBELL, 

Major and Chief of Artillery, 

Cai3t. Henry Binmore, 

-Asst, Adjt Gen.^ Fourth Dist of West Tennessee, 


Ho. 68. 

E^ort of Brig, Gen, Jacob G. Lauman^ TJ, 8. Army^ commanding First Br i- 
gade^ of sMrmish near Middleton a/nd engagement at Hatchie Bridge, 

Hdqrs. First Bnia., Fourth Div., Dist. of West Tenn. 
Captain: I have the honor to report the movements of my brigade 
since I received the order to march at 3 a. m. on Saturday, October 4: 
We left our camp at Bolivar and moved forward on the Corinth road 
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about 23 miles and encamped on tbe Big Muddy that night. The 
squadron of cavalry attached to my command, under Major Hayes, had 
a slight skirmish near Middleton, in which one or two were wounded. 

The next morning, Sunday, the First Brigade, being in the rear, moved 
forward about 10 o’clock toward Davis’ Bridge, on the Hatchie River. 
I soon heard the report of artillery and knew that the Second Brigade 
had met the rebels. At this time I received your order to move for- 
ward quickly and throw out flanking regiments to the right and left of 
the road (which was done by placing the Thirty-second Illinois on the 
right of the road and the Third Iowa on the left) and to move briskly 
forward with the balance of my command. I immediately ordered up 
the Twenty-eighth and Fifty-third Illinois T7-‘g*mrnt'<. and reported to 
Major-General Ord at the bridge, who at once ordered me to cross the 
bridge and take position on the right of the road. Here we found a 
portion of the Second Brigade, which had preceded us, and were in some 
confusion. This to some extent checked our advance, but only ibr a 
moment. We were here assailed by a murderous fire of shell, canister, 
and grai>e; but the men withstood it without once faltering, and con- 
tinued to advance through the thicket by the river bank until the 
nature of the ground enabled them to deploy into line, when they moved 
forward up the hill and drove the rebels from their position on the 
ridge. In the mean time the Thirty-second Illinois and the Third Iowa 
Regiments were ordered from the position previously assigned them, 
and crossing the hr dgo. the Thirty-second joined me on the right^ while 
the Third Iowa .«irnu-il '".w of battle on the left of the road, and in con- 
junction with the other regiments moved steadily forward until the 
rebels were driven from their strong position on the hill and forced to 
beat a hasty retreat. Here I sent General Hurlbut word that the road 
was clear, when he immediately ordered Mann’s and Spear’s batteries 
to the front. They took position on the ground previously occupied by 
the rebel batteries and opened on them with telling effect, resulting in 
their precipitate retreat. 

I cannot speak in terms of too high commendation of the officers and 
men of my command without a single exception. Exposed for hours 
to a murderous fire, and not being able, from the nature of the ground, 
to return it effectively, they maintained their ground without faltering 
or giving way for a single instant. 

To Colonel Johnson, of the Twenty-eighth Illinois; Col. John Logan, 
of the Thirty-second Illinois; to Captain McClanahan, of the Fifty- third 
Illinois, and Captain Trumbull, of the Third Iowa, who were in com- 
mand of their respective regiments; Lieutenant-Colonel Ritter and 
Major Gillam, of the Twenty-eighth Illinois ; Lieutenant- Colonel Hunter 
and Major English, of the Thirty-second Illinois, and Captain EarL 
acting major of the Fifty-third Illinois; to Lieutenant Brotzmann and 
Lieutenant Burrows, commanding batteries, and in short to all the 
officers I tender my highest meed of approbation. Kever did officers 
do better ; never were men placed under more trying circumstances.' 

To Captain Scofield, my assistant adjutant-general, and to Lieut. 
Frank J. Crawford, my aide, I tender my most sincere thanks for the 
valuable assistance they rendered me. I can truly say they were the 
right men in the right place all the time. 

To Colonel Pugh, of the Forty-first Illinois, was assigned the highly 
important duty of protecting the train and covering our rear, and to 
him, his officers and men, belong an equal share of the glories of the 
day. 

I herewith append the aggregate losses of my command in killed. 
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wounded, and missing,* referring you to regimental commanders for de- 
tailed statements, which are herewith appended. 

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, 

J. G. LAUMA^fT, 
Brigadier- General. 

Oapt. Henry Binmoee, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ho. 69. 

Report of GoL Amory K. Johnson^ Twenty-eighth Illinois Infantry^ of en- 
gagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

Hdqes. Twenty-eiohth Illinois Yoliintebe Infantry, 

October 9, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that my command on the 5th instant 
numbered 23 commissioned officers and 382 enlisted men, who eame 
under fire at 11.30 a. m., reaching the bridge at the Hatchie at 12.5* 
o’clock, having lost 1 officer — Second Lieut. E. P. Durell, of Company 
H — wounded and 1 man; crossed the bridge on double-quick time 
under a murderous fire with some loss; moved forward to the right of 
the road near the river bank and halted, the right of the regiment 
resting near the foot of the hill on which the enemy was posted, being 
on the extreme right of the biugade, although the fourth re^ment in 
column of march, my left being partially masked by the Fifty-third 
Illinois Eegiment. We remained in this position about IJ hours, suf- 
fering severely, returning the fire with but little effect. At this point 
of time I received the order to move forward. I moved still by the 
flank until sufficiently unmasked, my right to the right of the road 
leading up the hill to the house, then by the left flank in line to the 
top of the hill, in support of Mann’s battery. At this time observing a 
movement of a large body of the enemy as if to turn our right I re- 
ported facts to General Lauman, who sent the Third Iowa, a portion of 
the Twenty-fifth and Fifty-third Indiana, to our support, which being 
posted to the best advantage, the enemy after a sharp exchange of a 
few minutes retired rapidly under cover of the woods and hills to the 
light of the old peach orchard. 

The battle closed about 3.30 p. m., when we found 7 dead of the 
Twenty-eighth on the field and 85 wounded, of whom 4 have since died. 
There "are 7 missing, of whom 3 are probably dead.t 

During the engagement my command captured and sent to the rear 
over 120 prisoners. 

As to the conduct and bearing of my command, with a very few ex- 
ceptions they.behaved nobly, and under all the circumstances I am only 
surprised that they staid with me at all. After I have learned all the 
circumstances I will make special mention of those deserving special 
notice for gallantry, as well as those who deserve condemnation. 

A. K. JOHHSOH, 

Colonel^ Oommanding.. 

Oapt. H. SOOFIELD, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


^ Embodied in revised statement, p. 304. 
t But see revised statement, p. 304. 
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Report of Col, John Logan^ Thirtg-second Illinois Infantry^ of engagement 

at Hatehie Bridge, 

Hdqes, Thiett-second Eegiment Illinois Infantry, 

Bolivar^ Tenn,,, October 9, 1862. 

SiE : I have tlie honor to make the lollowiiiA’ report of the part taken 
by my command in the battle on Big Hatehie on the 5th instant : 

n^Vv'n c' been encamped about 3 miles west of the Hatehie the night 
of . ;.!■,! was ordered by Brigadier-General Lauman to have my 

command in line of battle at 4 a. m. of the 5th. This was done promptly 
at the time. The men were kept in line and officers at their posts for 
some minutes, when the men were ordered to stack arms and get their 
breakfast. Here we remained for several hours, the command ready to 
take arms at any moment. Between 10 and 11 a. m. the order came, 

Promptly forward.” 

In less than two minutes we were moving in the direction of Big 
Hatehie at double-quick time. When within 2 miles of the bridge I 
was ordered by General Lauman to file to the right of the road and 
form a line of battle, facing southeast. Here we remained some twenty 
or thirty minutes, when I was again ordered forward with the rest of 
the reserve, except one regiment. We again filed out into the road 
and moved off at double-quick for 2 miles. This brought us to Hat- 
chie Bridge, which we crossed in the same time in the face of the 
enemy’s batteries and under a terrible shower of grape, shell, and can- 
ister. 

My regiment was immediately posted on the right on the road, very 
near the end of the bridge, where the enemy had a raking fire at us, 
and their balls fell like a storm of hall in our midst. Here the fight 
continued I think about thirty minutes, when the shout was heard, 

The rebels run ] the day is ours.” 

Having been in bad health for several days and very weak, as soon 
as I saw that the rebels were routed, the stimulus of excitement gone, 
1 was comiu-lh:*! to sit down on the ground to rest and try to recuperate, 
which I did not do during the afternoon, though when the regiment 
moved on in line of battle I went with it some 200 or 300 yards, when 
I was compelled to dismount and lie down in the road. From this 
on the regiment was under the commaD<l of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter. 

The casualties of this engagement were 7 killed, 31 wounded, and 7 
missing.* Among the killed is Capt. John H. Allen, of Company Bj 
among the wounded are Oapt. John B. Duncan, Company H, and Lieut. 
John P. Campbell, of Company E, and some non-commissioned officers. 

I am proud to say in this report that my officers (every one) nobly 
acted their part, and the men with very few exceptions acted like 
Illinois volunteers, proud of the State which they represent. 1 am 
sure no colonel ever led a better or braver set of officers and men than 
I when I led the Thirty-second Eegiment to the battle-field on Big 
Hatehie. 

Sir, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN LOGAN, 

Colonel Thirty -second Regiment Illinois Infantry. 

Capt. H. Scofield, 

Assistant Adfdant-Geueral. 


But see revised statement, p. 304. 
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ISfo. 71. 

B^ort of Gol. Isaac 0. Pugh, Forty-first Illinois Infantry, of engagement 

at Satchie Bridge. 

Hdqrs. Forty-first Reoiment Illinois Yoltjnteers, 
Cam]^ near Bolivar^ Tenn,^ October S, 1862. 

I herewith submit the following report of the part taken by the 
Forty-first Regiment of Illinois Yolunteers in the late fight at Big 
Hatchie : 

On the morning of Octolier 5 I received orders from General Lanman 
to take charge of the wagon train, which duty I performed. Upon 
the moving out of the troops under lihe command of Major-General 
Hurlbut my orders were to remain with the train at the encampment 
where we then were. Subsequently^ I received an order to move the 
train up, which duty I performed, throwing out the necessary flank 
guards. When I reached the town, or headquarters, I received orders 
from General Ord to take the train back to Big Muddy, employing my 
whole force. When I got ready to start I reported in person to General 
Ord, and found General.Hurlbut at General Ord’s headquarters. Gen- 
eral Hurlbut remonstrated against the Forty-first Regiment being sent 
back as train guard, and upon the representation of General Hurlbut 
I was ordered to send two companies, and I sent E and H, who per- 
formed their duty faithfully. I was ordered to hold the balance of my 
regiment as a reserve. In about an hour afterwards I was ordered to 
bring my regiment up for action. 

Arriving on the battle ground General Lauman assigned me my 
position in line of battle on the left of Mannas battery. I was then 
ordered to throw out one company of skirmishers, and immediately 
assigned that duty to Captain Lee, Company B. We remained in line 
of battle until near night, when Captain Lee’s company was brought 
in. They had skirmished with the enemy, exchanging a few shots, and 
conducting themselves to my entire satisfaction. They were called in, 
and Captain Green’s company (I) was sent out as picket guaru, which 
duty they performed to my entire satisfaction. 

On Monday morning I was ordered out with my entire regiment, one 
section of Mann’s battery, and one battalion of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, 
commanded by Major Ricker. My orders were to open communication 
with General Rosecrans, which duty I performed, taking the Corinth 
road. I found the advance of General Rosecrans’ column at or near 
where the Jonesborough road crosses the Corinth road, at which point 
I sent word to General Rosecrans of the meeting of his and General 
Hurlbut’s columns ; also sending an express at the same time to Gen- 
eral Hurlbut, asking him what 1 should do, when he ordered me back. 
I then turned my command back without seeing the enemy. 

The men under my command obeyed every order promptly and were 
ready and willing for whatever might come. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. 0. PUGH, 

Colonel Forty-first Eegiment Illinois Yolunteers, 

Capt. H. ScoFiELi), 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Oapt John W. McGlanahaUj Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, of 
engagement at HatcMe Bridge. 

Hdqrs. Fifty-third Eeoiment Illinois Volunteers, 

Bolivar, Tenn., October 8 , 1862. 

Sir: I herewith, submit io you a report of the regiment : 

We went into action on Sunday morning with about 300 men. Com- 
pany A went into action under the command of Acting Lieutenant 
Price, who was shot through the head, First Lieutenant Armstrong 
being at that time detailed as adjutant and Captain Wright was not 
to be found. 

Second Sergeant Baldwin behaved nobly and deserves promotion. 

All of the companies and company officers behaved with the greatest 
bravery. To speak of one is to speak of all. 

Capt. Michael Leahy, of Company K, and Captain Hudson, of Com- 
pany D, more than did their duty. 

We were ordered across the Hatchie Eiver by Brigadier- General 
Lauman on double-quick time, and were to occupy the ground to the 
right of the road. After crossing, and before I had formed in line of 
battle, I was met by men falling back, which staggered my men a little, 
but they immediately recovered, formed in line, and commenced firing 
upon the enemy, who were at that time almost immediately in front 5 
but they soon fell back over the hill, and soon opened a murderous fire 
with canister, shot, and shell, together with small-arms. 

In this position my whole loss in killed and wounded occurred except 
5, 3 being wounded while crossing the bridge and 1 killed and 1 
wounded while supporting Mann’s battery. 

Captain Vaughn was wounded early in the engagement at the head 
of his company and Captain Earl was very cool during the fight. 

The regiment remained in position on the east side of the Hatchie 
until the Tth, when we were ordered back to Bolivar. 

Allow me to mention Surgeon Welch as having performed his duty 
as a surgeon nobly. 

J. W. MoCLAKAHAN, 

Captain, Commanding. 

Capt. H. Scofield, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ho. 73. 

Report of Capt. Matthew M. Trumbull, Third Iowa Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Satchie Bridge. 

Headquarters Third Iowa Infantry, 

Camp near Bolivar, Tenn,, October 8, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Third Iowa 
Infantry in the battle of October 3 [5] : 

The Third Iowa Infantry, 300 strong, was on the right of the First 
Brigade (General J. G. Lauman) and formed part of the reserve. When 
the reserve was ordered into the action the Third Iowa led, crossing 
the bridge with a cheer and at a double-quick under so severe a fire 
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that about 57 men were shot down in a few minutes, including over half 
the commissioned officers x> resent. This necessarily threw the regiment 
into some disorder, especially as the road, was very narrow and en- 
cumbered with a good deal of underbrush, and the men, pressing for- 
ward, got mixed up with men of other regiments. I saw no way to 
extricate the regiment but by planting the colors in the middle of the 
road and ordering the men to rally to them and form a new line of 
battle. This was promptly done, nearly every man springing instantly 
to his place. The regiment then moved forward up the hill, in company 
with other regiments which had adopted the same plan, the enemy re- 
treating as we advanced. On reaching the summit the Third Iowa was 
stationed in the open plain to the left of the road, and, toward the close 
of the engagement, were moved to the right of the road, near the bend 
of the river, to support the gallant Twenty-eighth Illinois (Colonel 
Johnson). The battle was now about over. 

I have to regret the loss of First Lieut. W. P. Dodd, commanding 
Company H, who was struck by a shell and instantly killed just before 
we reached the bridge. lie was a brave and faithful officer and his 
loss will be felt heavily in the regiment. 

I have also to regret the permanent disability of Oapt. E. I. Weiser, 
of Company D, and Acting Second Lieut. D. W. Foote, of Company 
I, two noble and gallant officers, both of whom have been wounded in 
battle before. 

Captain Kostmann, commanding Company C, and First Lieut. W. B. 
Hamill, commanding Company K, were both severely wounded while 
gallantly pressing forward in front of their respective companies. 

Second Lieut. C. L. Anderson, commanding Company Gr, who had 
done his whole duty all through the engagement, was severely wounded 
just at the close of the battle. 

First Lieut. J. G. Scobey was especially prominent in rallying the 
men to their colors. 

Second Lieutenant Gary, Company H, deserves special mention for 
staying in command of his company after the death of the first lieu- 
tenant all through the battle and until he reached Bolivar, though 
suffering from a i)ainful but not a severe wound. 

Lieutenants MoMurtrie and Burdick, of Company D ; Lakin and 
Abernethy, of Company F, and Moe, of Company C, did their duty 
bravely and well. 

Company A was not engaged, having been detailed as guard to the 
wagon train. 

Second Lieut. G. H. Cushman, acting adjutant, and Sergt. Maj. E. 
W. Montague both displayed great coolness and courage and rendered 
me valuable assistance on the field. 

The conduct of the rank and file in crossing the bridge under the 
terrible fire of the enemy’s batteries and in rallying to the flag as 
promptly as they did deserves the greatest praise. Several cases of 
individual bravery among the men I shall bring to the notice of the^ 
general commanding the brigade as soon as I have fully investigated 
the circumstances. 

I take pleasure here in noticing the gallantry of Corpl. Anderson 
Edwards, the color-bearer. This is the third fight in which he has 
carried the colors of the regiment, and he deserves the notice of the 
general commanding. 

I am ashamed to say that a few (a very few) cases of misconduct in 
the iiresence of the enemy have been reported to me, which, on further 
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I sliall submit to the general commanding the brigade, 
I ii.nr-v that they may be submitted to .1 gonrr.i'I court-martial. 

I herewith inclose a list ot* the killed and vv^.iih-Um! n the Third Iowa 
Infantry in the action of the 5th.* The number of killed is very small, 
considering the terrible character of the wounds received. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

M/M. TRUMBULL, 

Captain^ Commanding Third loica Infantry. 

Oapt. H. SCOEIBLD, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ho. 74. 


Report of Lieut Ldicard BroUmann^ Battery C, First Missouri Light 
Artillery^ of engagemmit at Eatchie Bridge. 

Camp at Bolitar, Tenn., Octoler 9, 1862. 

Sir : Agreeably to General Orders, ISTo. 25, 1 have the honor to report 
to you the part taken by this battery in the last engagement at the 
Hatchie River on the 5th instant : 

The battery moved out with the First Brigade at about 10 a. m. that 
day. Arrived near the Hatchie Bridge, I was ordered by Major-Gen- 
eral Ord to place one section on the left of the bridge to fire on the 
enemy^s battery iilaced on the hill on the right of the main road, but 
having no range, I was ordered to cease firing and proceed across the 
bridge with that section and take position on the left of the road and 
come into action. But after a few rounds were fired I had to cease, as 
our forces were right in front of my guns. After a while the enemy’s 
guns ceased firing. The remaining section crossed the bridge also, 
leaving all caissons in the rear. Then I was ordered by Maj. 0. 0. 
Campbell to place my battery on the hill on the right of the road. I 
took p'»5i!if»n /ibout 400 yards in front of the enemy’s battery and as- 
sisted in sihMicing it. 

The battery remained in that position all night until next : 

then I was ordered to send two howitzers on reconnaissance ■ : 1 1 : . 
Tuscumbia. I did so. The expedition returned about 12 m. that same 
day. 

Great praise is due all the men under my command for their cool 
and steady behavior, especially to Second Lieut. 0. Goedde and First 
Sergt. F. Heine, as they obeyed all my commands with promptness and 
encouraged and kept their men together. 

I am also obliged to accuse Privates Doolittle and Duff of cowardice, 
they having left their guns before the engagement commenced and 
never reported. 

My loss in this engagement was 6 wounded. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

B. BEOTZMANH, 

First Id&utenantj Gompawy 0, First Missouri Light Artillery. 

Capt. H. SoopiELD, 

Assistant Adjutant General^ First Brigade. 


^ Embodied iu revised, statement, p. 304. 
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2Sro. 75. 


Report of CapL Edward Spear, jr., Fifieenth Ohio Battery, of engagement 

at Hatchle Bridge* 


Headquaeters Speae’s Batteey, 

Eiest Brig-., Fotteth Div., Dist. of West Tenn., 

Bolivar, Tenn,, October 8, 1862. 


In conformity to General Orders, Fo. 25, 1 herewith hand you a re- 
port of the part taken in the engagement of October 5 by my battery^ 
as also list of men wounded on that day: 

Wounded, Sergt. Joseph E. Ackerman, in head, slightly; Private 
Charles Van Epps, in leg, slightly. 

About 10 a. m. my battery, under command of First Lieut. A. A* 
Burrows (I being absent on duty), was ordered to advance from the en- 
campment of the night previous. When arriving near the Hatchie 
Bridge we were ordered to halt in column, where we remained, under 
a very severe fire, for about thirty minutes. Here Private Van Epps 
was wounded, and about the same time we had one horse badly wounded. 
We were then ordered, under cover in the woods, to the right and near 
the river, where we remained but a short time, when we were ordered 
to take position so as to guard the road. We placed our battery about 
200 yards to the rear and one section on either side of the road. 

About 12.30 p. m. we were ordered to cross the river, which we did, 
and took our second position near a log-house on the hill to the left of 
the road. Here we were under a continued fire of shell from a battery 
to our front and right about 600 yards distant. We opened with 
spherical case against this battery. After about fifteen minutes’ firing 
the enemy’s battery was silenced, and at this time, being informed that 
the enemy were planting a battery to our front and left, we took posi- 
tion about 200 yards to the front and left. While coming into position 
w^e were under a severe fire of musketry from the hill in front. We 
opened on this force with spherical case and canister. Here it was that 
Sergeant Ackerman received his wound in the head. The enemy were 
soon compelled to fall back. This position we occupied, occasionally 
shelling the woods or hills, until we were ordered back to the rear, at 
the cross-roads, west of the river. It was now near 5 p. m. At this 
point I joined my command, having ridden from Bolivar, a distance of 
about 28 miles, in I think less than three hours. I conducted my bat- 
tery to the position west of the river. It now being dark, we were 
ordered to unhitch. This closed the active duties of the day. 

My men are said by all to have conducted themselves handsomely 
and to have done good service, I have no censure for any member of 
my command. The duties of both officers and men were so well per- 
formed that I can make no distinction. It is sufficient to say they all 
did their duty and did it well. 

We expended during the day the following ammunition: One hun- 
dred and fifty-four rounds spherical case, 70 rounds solid shot, and 28 
rounds of canister. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAKD SPEAE, JE., 
Captain, Fifteenth Ohio Batt^, 


Oapt. H, Scofield, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade, 
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NTo. 76. 

Meport of Maj. Charles 8. Sayes, Fifth Ohio Cavalry^ of skirmish near 
Middleton and engagement at Ratchie Bridge, 

Hdqrs. Fifth Ohio Yolxjnteer Cayalry, 

Fourth Diy., Dist. op West Tennessee, 

Bolivar^ Tenn., October 8 , 1862. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the cr report of the part 

•taken by the First and Second Battalions o' . i ' '“i ii Ohio Cavalry, in 
the advance, of the 4th instant, to Metamora, and in the engagement of 
the 5th in the valley of the Hatchie, near Davis^ Bridge : 

With the First Battalion I proceeded in advance of General Lauman’s 
brigade to Middleton, and left Major Eicker with the Second Battalion 
to General Yeatch. My whole force numbered 294. While halted at 
Middleton the pickets outside the village reported the advance along 
the railroad from the direction of Pocahontas of a body of the enemy’s 
< 5 avalry, upon which they fired. When I came to their support the enemy, 
some 60 or 70 strong, fled ■■ ■*■*...'■ ’y and scattered in the woods in 
all directions. Presently one oi our vedettes reported the Second Eeg- 
iment Arkansas Cavalry encamped a mile south of the town. I then 
eent for Major Eicker’s battalion, and after reconnoitering found that 
they had left a short time previously. 

I was then ordered forward to the State Line road, and we again 
drove back the enemy^s pickets into the woods joining the roads, when 
they fell back upon a force about 200 strong. We had a brisk skirmish 
with them, when the enemy again fled, leaving 3 men and 2 horses 
killed, we having 1 man mortally wounded (since dead) and 3 horses 
disabled. 

I then advanced rapidly to the small village of Metamora, situated bn 
the river above Davis’ Bridge, when the advance guard came upon a 
heavy cavalry picket of the enemy, which they drove into a corn field 
on the left. I deployed two companies to surround the field and cap- 
ture them. We had taken 2 prisoners and 6 of their horses, when Lieu- 
tenant Dempster, commanding the advance, reported to me that he was 
ibttacked by a heavy force and would be unable to hold his position on 
the top of the ridge. Finding that he was being pursued by a force of 
600 or 700 I immediately rallied the battalion in the edge of the woods 
west from Metamora and opened fire, when a brisk skirmish ensued. 
I ordered up the Second Battalion and engaged them with my whole 
force for an hour, when, my ammunition being exhausted, I fell back to 
where the division had halted. The enemy showed no desire to follow. 
We had 2 men slightly wounded and 2 horses disabled. 

Upon Sunday, the 6th instant, being ordered to take seven compa- 
nies and make a detour to the right or left, as I saw fit, I accordingly 
took the road leading to the left, through Pocahontas, and approached 
Metamora from the north. When within a mile of that place we came 
upon a considerable force of cavalry and infantry, ui)on whom I charged 
and drove them before us, when they broke and fled down the hill- 
side toward the river. I then advanced to the cross-road'^ at Met- 
amora, clearing the roads of small detachments. Here I discovered 
tho enemy crossing the bridge at Davis’ in force, and that they were 
bringing their guns into position on the right and left of the road in 
the open field below, of which I immediately informed General Yeatch, 
upon whose advance I divided my force and placed them to watch on 
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tlie right and left of the division. Here they remained until it was 
seen that the enemy was retreating at about 4 p. m.. when Major 
Kicker’s battalion was ordered to move up the river in the direction of 
Jonesborough, and 1 was sent with four companies upon the road at 
Crum’s Mill, on the left of the river. I followed the retreating enemy 
J or 4 miles, whom I found to be crossing the river 7 miles above Davis’ 
Bridge and making a very hasty retreat, scattering baggage and am- 
munition in great quantities upon the road. We attacked their rear 
guard, but it was too strong and had too much cover for me to do much 
with, so I returned and reported. 

Upon JMonday, the 6th, Major Kicker was sent toward the Tuscumbia, 
to open communication with General Kosecrans, while four companies 
were sent to the neighborhood of Pocahontas to procure wagons, mules, 
&c., and brought into camp 20 horses and mules, 6 buggies and wagons, 
and 13 prisoners. 

1 subjoin a list of casualties sustained.* I cannot speak too highly 
of the conduct of the officers and men under my command. Every 
man did his duty ; not one shirked. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

OHAS. S. HAYES, 

Major ^ Commanding Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Captain Bixmore, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 77. 

Ee^yort of Brig. Gen. James G. Veatcli^ U. S. Army^ commanding Second 
Brigade., of engagement at JBatcMe Bridge. 

Headquarters Second Brig-ade, Fourth Division, 

Bolivar^ Tenn.^ October 9, 1862, 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
battle of the Hatchie, so far as the trooj)S under my command were 
concerned : 

In obedience to the orders of Major-General Hurlbut the Second Bri- 
gade moved from Bolivar at daylight on the morning of the 4th instant 
on the road toward Corinth. At the hour of marching Colonel Scott, 
commanding the Sixty-eighth Ohio and Twelfth Michigan, and Major 
Kicker, commanding a battalion of Fifth Ohio Cavalry, reported to "me 
for orders, and were attached to my command during the expedition. 
My force now consisted of the Fifteenth Illinois, Lieutenapt-Colonel 
Eogers; the Twenty-fifth Indiana, Col. William H. Morgan; the Forty - 
sixth Illinois, Col. John A^. Davis; the Fourteenth Illinois, Col. Cyrus 
Hall; the Fifty -third Indiana, Lieut. Col. William Jones; Company L, 
Second Eegiment of Illinois Ai'tillery, Captain Bolton, and the Seventh 
Ohio Battery, Caiitaiu Burnap, with the cavalry under Major Kicker, 
and two regiments of infantry, under Colonel Scott, just mentioned. 

My command reached the Big Muddy at dark, and encamped on the 
west side. Brigadier- General Lauman encamping on the east side. As 
soon as the bridges could be repaired the next morning I sent the 
Twenty-fifth Indiana acrqss to cover my front, beyond the camp of Gen- 

■ * Kinbodied in revised sratement, p. 304, 

3J K K— VOL XYII 
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eral Launian, and tlien followed with the train and artillery, bringing 
up the remainder of my force and forming it on the east side. The 
cavalry had been sent in advance by Major-General Hurlbut. 

I then received instructions from Major-General Hurlbut to move 
rapidly and cautiously to the Hatchie, at Davis’ Bridge, and to hold 
and occupy the ground at the crossing. 

On my reaching the front Ooionel Morgan, Twenty-fifth Indiana, re- 
ported to me a rebel force occupying a house on the left of the road 
about 400 yards in advance. The Twenty-fifth was in line of battle, 
with the center in the road. I sent Ooionel Davis, ^ 

[Illinois], to move on the right, and Colonel Hall, w ' r • 
to the left. 

As soon as this disposition was made a section of Captain Boltou’vs 
battery, under command of Lieutenant James, was brought up, and 
shelled the house and barn in a most effective manner, driving out the 
rebel picket, which fled to the woods on the left. Colonel Morgr.ii’s 
skirmishej^s. advanced and occupied the house and reported the hill 
clear of the enemy. 

The line of battle was now moved steadily forward over most difficult 
and (l.jngi v; .i-- ground, traversed by deep hollows and ravines and cov- 
ered \\ bi‘ \\\ i!-i‘ woods and thickets. The road was narrow and diffi- 
cult. The remainder of my force was held in reserve and inarched on 
the road. We moved in this manner about 2 miles, meeting with no 
enemy. We had now reached some large open fields cut up by deep 
gullies and ravines, and in front of us about three-fourths of a mile 
was a high ridge, with a cluster of houses called Metamora. The cav- 
alry had reached this point and had fired a few shots in a skirmish. 
They soon reported an advance of the enemy, both of infantry and ar- 
tillery, I ordered my line to push rapidly forward and take position 
on the hill of Metamora. The batteries were ordered up and ray re- 
serve regiments thrown out in line, the Fifteenth Illinois on the left to 
su]-»port and strengthen the left flank and the Fifty-third Indiana on 
I III- I 'g!!! flank. The enemy had opened on us with grape, canister, and 
shell. 

At this time Major-General Ord and Major-General Hurlbut came up 
and I reported to them the disposition of my comman<i. It was re- 
ported to me that rebel cavalry were moving to my right, and I sent 
one company of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry in that direction to guard that 
position. Major-General Ord now directed me to move up Colonel 
Scott’s two regiments to some thick woods on the right of my line on 
the hill of Metamora. The movement was effected in good order and 
in a very short time my whole command was in line on the high ridge 
of Metamora. 

The batteries during this time had got into position — Bolton near the 
road and Burnap on the right — and were doing most efficient service. 
The firing at first was very spirited from the rebel batteries, but it 
slackened, and it was evident tha't they were being disabled 
I*.. . ^ ii lling shots from onr side. 

General Ord now directed me to advance my whole line. The move- 
ment was executed rapidly and in excellent order. The Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Illinois were on the left of the road and all the other regi- 
ments on the right. The regiments on the right of the road first drew 
the enemy’s fire and became hotly engaged about half a mile from the 
river. The actio u became very hot, but our men pressed them steadily, 
and in a short time they gave way and took shelter behind houses and 
fences, abiriidoning four pieces of artillery which had been silenced by 
nnv ''Phtt loft now striick the enemy’s line, and the roar of 
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musketry showed that it had a heavy force to contend with 3 hut the 
result was the same. The enemy was driven from his strong positions 
and the fight became general along the whole line, the rebels fighting 
behind fences and houses and our forces advancing over and around 
these obstacles. A rapid movement of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
brought them to the Hatchie, driving the enemy before them and cut- 
ting ofi:' the retreat of that portion below the bridge. A number of 
prisoners (over 100 in one body) threw down their arms and surren- 
dered. 

The direction in which the enemy fell back caused Colonel Scott^s 
command to move to the right and the Forty-sixth Illinois and Twenty- 
fifth Indiana closed upon his left. The Fifty-third Indiana moved down 
the road, all of them pressing the enemy and capturing prisoners. The 
river and the bridge was gained, but the fight was not ended. The 
enemy was collecting his forces on the opposite side and getting his 
artillery in position. General Ord directed me to move my command 
across the bridge and to form my regiments in line, the first regiment 
on the right and the second on the left of the road, far enough to admit 
another regiment between each of these and the road.’’^ 

The Fifty-third Indiana was moved across and diret?fed to the right and 
-the Fourteenth Illinois followed and was moved to the left. The Fifty- 
third had scarcely cleared the bridge when it met a most deadly fire, and 
in attempting to form in line it was thrown into confusion, the ground 
rendering it impossible to execute the order. As the river bent sharply 
to the east at the bridge and the road ran for some distance close to 
the river bank, leaving scarcely room for a company instead of two 
regiments, the Twenty-fifth Indiana crossed and met with the same diffi- 
culty with the Fifty-third. The galling fire of the enemy and the na- 
ture of the gTound rendered it impossible to form in line. The Fif- 
teenth Illinois effected a crossing with some difficulty and moved in 
good order to the left. 

At this time General Lauman reached the bridge and several of his 
regiments crossed the river. One of his regiments (and perhaps more) 
became massed with mine between the road and the river. The enemy 
during the whole time kept up a most destructive fire of musketry, 
grape, and canister, principally directed on the bridge and upon our 
forces, who were crowded in masses on the right. 

General Ord was wounded and taken from the field. All that could 
be done was to hold the ground. In our present position no advance 
could be made and we awaited orders. Bolton^s and Mannas batteries 
had crossed the bridge and kept up a vigorous fire on the enemy. 

At this time Major-General Hurlbut came to the front and took com- 
mand. By his order I moved the Forty-sixth Illinois, Sixty-eighth 
Ohio, and Twelfth Michigan across the river and to the left of the road. 
Here they formed in line with the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Illinois. 
The Twenty-fifth and Fifty-third Indiana formed on the right near the 
road. The whole division now moving forward sharp fighting took 
place on my left, which lasted only a short time when the enemy gave 
way, and the battle so far as the infantry was concerned had closed. 
My command moved steadily up on the left of the road, through a large, 
open field, to the top of the ridge in the field. The enemy had retreated 
to the edge of the woods, and placed a battery there to rake the hill as 
we‘ advanced. I halted my line in a position to protect it from the ar- 
tillery of the enemy, and had just given the order to Colonel Hall to 
watcii his opportunity and charge and take their battery at the first 
moment he found it practicable and was turning to the right to see the 
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position of our batteries, when I was struck with a ^?rape-shot, pro- 
ducing a severe contusion, which compelled me for the time to quit the 
field. The fight continued with the artillery for some time, but tlie 
whole force of the enemy soon fell back and made a hasty retreat. 

The conduct of the officers and men throughout was gallant and 
worthy of tl. ' ’ ’ praise. It would be difficult to mention any par- 
ticular one ' . . .aming all ; but my thanks are especially due to 

Colonels Hall aud Morgan and Lieutenant-Colonels Eogers, John J. 
Jones, and William Jones, commanding regiments of this brigade, and 
to Colonel Scott, commanding Sixty-eighth Ohio and Twelfth Michigan, 
for their prompt, fearless, and energetic conduct during the engage- 
ment. The field and staff of every ivgianud appeared determined to 
do all that could be done to render victory complete. The line officers, 
so far as their conduct came within my notice, did their whole dut,y, 
and the men moved with a steadiness and resolute courage not easily 
surpa^=:od. 

The batteries of Captains Bolton and Buruaj) did most valuable serv- 
ice, and have won for them a high place in the estimation of the brigade. 

The loss in killed and wounded, with a list of the names, is attached 
to this report.* It embraces many valuable officers and men. 

Colonel Davis, of the Forty-sixth. Illinois, fell severely wounded early 
in the engagc'.Ks^iit while gallantly leading his men in a charge. He 
has since died of his woun<ls. He was g’cacj'oiis, noble, and brave, aud 
his death will be regretted by all who knew him. 

Major Eheinlander, of the Twenty-fifth Indiana, was severely but not 
' dangerously wounded, and Major McGraiu, of the Fifty-third Indiana, 
sligliily wounded, while faithfully performing their duty. For the rest 
I must refer to the reports aud lists here . . h \ 

I should do injustice to worthy officers i ■ ! to meutioii the con- 

duct of my personal stafi*. Captain Fox, assistant adjutant-general, 
was always at the front and wherever danger called him, communicat- 
ing my orders to every part of the field. When there was danger of 
the line faltering, which would have turned the scale of victory, he 
dashed to the front of the Forty-sixth Illinois and led it forward under 
a heavy fire to its proper position, restoring order and confidence. All 
those who saw his (joudnet will give him credit for skill, courage, and 
judgment. Oapt. William hT. Walker, acting brigade quar tom aster, 
was constantly with me on the field until sent back to secure the train. 
His energy and activity .in bringing up su])plies and tran<i)ortation 
for the wounded rendered his services of great value. The conduct of 
my aides, Lieutenants White and Hewitt, met my entire approbation. 
They had been on vstaff duty only a few days, but they proved them- 
selves worthy of tlieir positions. 

Major senior surgeon of the brigade, devoted himself to 

the relief of the wounded, and his skill, energy, and devotion to duty 
were seen and felt by my whole command. 

I desire to call special attention to the reports of th(i commanders of 
the regiments and batteries and to the cases of meritorious conduct of 
officers and men mentioned in them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES C. VEATOH, 

Brigadier- GeneraL 

Captain Binmore, 

Assistant Adjutant- Ge'tiercdj Fourth Division, 

^ Embodied in reviKod statement, p. 004. 
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Xo. 78. 

Eej^ortof Col. Oyrus Hall^ Foiirteetitli Illinois Infantry, of engagement at 

Hatchie Bridge, 

Hdqrs. Fourteenth Eeot. Illinois Infaniry, 
Hatehie Bottom, near Aletamora^ Tenn„ October G, 1862, 

Sir; I have the lionor to report to you as follows coDoeruiiig* my 
command in the battle of the 5th instant : 

Being in camp, 2 mile^s west of Metamora, on the Memphis and Cor- 
inth road, on the morning of the 5th instant, at about 7 o’clock, 1 was 
ordered by Brigadier- General Yeatch to move out in rear of the Forty- 
sixth Illinois (Colonel Davis). After marching' nearly a mile in the 
direction of Corinth I was ordered by General Veatchto form my regi- 
ment in line of battle at right angles with the road and on the left of 
the Twenty-fifth Indiana (Colonel Morgan), throw out skirmishers, and 
advance. In this order I marched until near the summit of the ridge 
on which stands the village of Metamora. Here I halted while a batter> 
was placed in advance and to my right. My skirmishers were thrown 
forward to the edge of a waste field on the opposite side of the ridge, 
where they were able to observe the movements of the enemy and had 
full view of his guns. A brisk cannonading ensued and my skirmish- 
ers reported the enemy moAing a column of infantry to our left. Fear- 
ing he meditated an attack on my flank I requested* Lieutenaut-Coionei 
Eogers, commanding the Fifteenth Illinois, which was to my left and 
rear, to throw out skirmishers to the left, which he did. After the 
cannonading had continued half an hour I was ordered by General 
Yeatch to advance and charge across a field which lay between my 
front and the enemy, the Twenty-fifth Indiana still on my right and 
the Fifteenth Illinois to my left and rear. This charge was hand- 
somely executed to near the center of the field, when, being within 
fair musket-range, I caused a volley to be poured into the woods in 
our front. Here 1 commanded a halt and ordered my men to cease fir- 
ing, being informed that a portion of the force in the woods were our 
own men. A heavy volley of musketry poured into my ranks con- 
vinced me that this was not the case, and 1 again gave an order to 
advance, which was instantly obeyed by every officer and soldier of my 
command. 

Yolley after volley of musketry was delivered into our ranks from the 
enemy concealed in the woods; but, undaunted, my men, with a defiant 
yell, pressed onward in double-quick over the fences and ditches, and 
soon possessed themselves of the cover of the enemy, he having fallen 
back across a narrow field to a strip of timber bordeidng on the Hatchie 
Eiver. This being the extent to which the enemy could fall back, he 
poured a murderous and continuous fire into our ranks until we had 
advanced to within a few paces of the river bank. Here we captured 
several hundred prisoners and a number of small-arms. 

I was then ordered by General Yeatch to throw out skirmishers across 
the river, which I had hardly done when I was ordered to recall them 
that the woods might be shelled. My skirmishers being in, I imme- 
diately received an order from General Yeatch to move my command 
across the river and form a line of battle on the left of the road an<l 
parallel with the river. I at once moved over the bridge by the right 
flank, and formed on the right by file into line in line of battle as 
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ordered. N'otwitlistaiiding the enemy poured upon us a terrific fire of 
shell and canister this movement was executed in splendid style, every 
man coining up steadily and promptly into line. Finding no regimerit. 
in line to support me in a charge upon the enemy, and believing it folly 
to hold my command under a fire so murderous to no purpose, I ordered 
them to take shelter under the bank of the river. This they had hardly 
done when I discovered re-enforcements coming over the river, and at 
once ordered my men to advance to the front and left across an open 
space to a heavy wood. The ground to be passed over was being swept 
by grape and canister, but il-c ; :i( by their officers, came 

promptly up and moved at Mxiiu \ *.t‘ \hi point designated and en- 
tered the woods in line of battle, prepared to meet the enemy, but he 
had fallen back. I then threw out skirmishers in front to the edge of 
an open field, who reported the enemy formed in line of battle to my 
right and front, on the brow of a hill, supporting a battery. A heavy 
fire from the battery rained down upon us, but the wood^ prorrntrd it 
from us serious damage. My right battalion was iiN*.- di to 
a of musketry, but my whole command remained in per- 

fect line and never manifested the least uneasiness. In this position 
we remained for some time, receiving and returning an almost contin- 
uous fire. 

I was then ordered by General Veatch to move forward, which I did 
" . my skirmishers moving in advance. 1 soon entered the 

■ ■ ■ ■ I had advanced some distance was ordered to halt. 

My skirmishers reported that the enemy was pLinMug .a battery on a 
commanding eminence to my right and front. Vliis r.r*i I reported to 
•my commanding general (Veatdi), and he at once ordered me to charge 
it. I was fr execute the order when my skirmishers rei)ortcd 

a heavy lii d.' just over the ridge to my front. This I also 

made known to General Veatch, and he ordered me to use my own 
judgment concerning the propriety of charging it under such circum- 
stances. By this time the battery was silenced, and I advanced my 
command to near the summit of the hill, where it remained for some 
time, while the woods in front were being shelled by our batteries. I 
then threw forward skirmishers into the woods, who soon returned and 
reported that the enemy had fled. 

I feel it my duty to state that my command did its whole duty, obey- 
‘ ing every order given with a will and an uuflor-t.indiug. My officers 
were constantly at their posts, ever cheering their men, both by their 
words and their acts, with one single exception. 

To the acting field officers, Captain Cornman, acting lieutenant- 
colonel ; Captain Smith, acting major, and to Adjutant McKnight, I 
am much indebted for the good conduct of my men under very trying 
circumstances. 

Aco.'^TupnnvTur ^Irs you will find a list of the killed and wounded of 
m\ rn!, ^ iiiv!: under the circumstances was not heavy.* 

With much respect, I remain, your most obedient servant, 

CTEUS HALL, 

Colonel^ Oomdg, Fourteenth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, 

Capt. F. W. Pox, 

A, A. G., Second Brig,^ Fourth Bist. of West Tenn, 


Embodied in revised statement, p.304. 
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]S*o. 79. 


Report of lAeut, CoL George 0. Rogers^ Fifteenth Illinois Infantry^ of 
engagement at Hatehie Bridge. 

Headquastbrs Fifteenth Illinois Infantry^ 

October 6 , 1862. 

Ill obedience to your orders, yesterday morning I moved the Fifteenth 
Eegiment Illinois Infantry to the support of the Fourteenth Illinois In- 
fantry, which position I held for some time, when I received orders from 
Captain Fox to move the regiment by the left flank, only covering the 
lert flank of the Fourteenth with three or four companies of our right 
flank. In this position we charged through the open field to the creek 
on double-quick. During this time Company F, under command of 
Lieutenant Longcor, was thrown out on the left flank as skirmishers by 
order of Colonel Hall, and by my order moved forward some distance 
to our left and assisted in capturing many prisoners, after which by 
your orders we crossed the creek immediately in rear of the Four- 
teenth Illinois. While crossing the creek there was much confusion, 
and I at one time feared that the regiment would be scattered 5 but by 
the gallant assistance rendered by Captain Swift, of Company H, and 
Lieutenant Luke, of Company B, we gained the open field on the left 
of the road, and immediately charged across the field into the woods, 
where I formed the regiment on the left of the Fourteenth Illinois, after 
which we moved, in conjunction with the Fourteenth, through the 
woods, across the open field, and gained the hill, where we remained, 
assisting in supporting batteries, until the battle was over. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of the gallant conduct of all the 
officers and men of my command, the men all remaining at their posts, 
regretting only that they could not aid more in achieving the victory 
gained over the enemy. . 

The report of the wounded, rnissing, &c., has been sent to your head- 
quarters.* 

Tour obedient servant, 

GEO. 0. EOGBRS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, 

•Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatoh, 

Commanding Second Brigade.^ Fourth Bivision. 


Ho. 80. 

Report of Lieut. Col. John J. Jones ^ Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry^ of en- 
gagement at Eatchie Bridge. 

Hdqrs. Forty-sixth EEaniENT Illinois Yolxjnteees, 

In the Field. October 6, 1862. 

Spa: At 8 o’clock on the morning of the 5th instant, under orders 
from Brig. Gen. James 0. Yeatch, the Forty-sixth took position on the 
right of the Second Brigade, in the advance, to support Bolton’s battery, 
2 miles west of the Big Hatchie. After several shots the battery took 
position half a mile in advance, where they opened a galling fire upon 
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tlie rebels, whicli lasted tliree-fonrths of an liour, when the eoinumiul 

Forward was given. The men all moved at the word, and soon re- 
ceived the melancholy intt lligence that their loved and gallant Colonel 
Davis was again severely wounded by a canister shot. When L took 
command and announced this they all seemed determined to avenge 
their loss, and soon had an opportunity, for at this moment the rebels 
opened their hrst volley of musketry at short range, which was received 
with great coolness by the men until they had the command, ‘‘Fire,’’ 
which they did, and marched on, driving them over and from their own 
batteries to the opposite bank of the river. Here the rebels made a 
stand and confidently expected to repulse our forces; but. the word was 
still Forward,” and over the bridge they marched at double-quick, 
forming at once in line of battle. 

Here Sergt. John E. Hershey, color-bearer, fell, wounded. Oorpl. 
Thomas E. Joiner, of Company (>, true to duty, bore both colors across 
the open field, when one was handed to James Hobday, of Company I, 
who did it honor through the day. 

At this time Capt. F. W. Fox, of G-eiieral Veatch’s staff, took the 
front, and called the Forty-sixth to follow him, when they eluiigcd, 
with cheer after cheer, until the field was again theirs. In the \i\<\ lim* 
formed, about 4 p. m., the brave and generous Lieut. M. E. Thompson 
fell fearfully wounded. 

I cannot close this report without special mention of Asst. Siirg. J3en- 
jamin H. Bradshaw, who, unassisted, took the wounded from amid the 
ranks himself, doing even more than his duty, and also the line officers, 
who were all at their posts, fearless of rebel ])ower, and, if honor lias 
been won, it is due to them and their brave men alone. 

Herewith is a report of the killed and wounded of my command.* 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

jorijsr j. JONES, 

IJevtenant-Colonel^ Vommanding^ 

Capt. F. W. Fox, 

Assistant Adjutantr General. 


No. 81. 

Report of Gol. William H. Morgan^ Indiana Tnfmiirxj^ of en- 

gagement at Matchie Bridge. 

Headquarters TwENTv-PiPa’H Indiana Volunteers, 

Bolivar^ Tenn.^ October 0, 18()2. 

Captain: The following report of tlie part taken by this regiiiuuit in 
the recent engagement near the iratchie Biiver is resiiectlully sub- 
mitted : 

About 6 o’clock on the morning of the 5th instant an order was re- 
ceived *lii> t'iing the regiment to move forward from camp on the Big 
Muddy, and to lake a x)osition beyond the levee, . ]\r bottom, 

and then waituntil the wagon trains had crossed a.ol ii'i i ordoivs. 
Soon after taking the position indicated an order was received through 
you from General Hurlbut to take possession of and hold the road 
which led through some heavy timber and thick underbrush in ad- 
vance of the position we were then occupying in an open lield. The 
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regiment was accordingly thrown forward in line of battle, with Com- 
Ijanies A and B deployed as skirmishers forward and on the right and 
left flanks respectively. 

A section of Bolton’s battery was sent forward at the same time, with 
which we acted as a support. This soon after began shelling a house 
(in which some rebel infantry were posted) about 600 or 800 yards in 
front of our position and beyond an open field. After the third or 
fourth round I directed the artillery to cease firing, as previously in- 
structed, and moved rapidly forward in line of battle until we had 
reached a position beyond the house, which was found deserted, and 
there halted until the Forty-sixth and Fourteenth Illinois Eegiments, 
then Mvancing, took a position in line with and on the right and left 
of us I’espectively, when we again moved forward as before through 
the woods a distance of about three-quarters of a mile, halting near 
the edge of the timber bordering on an old field. 

Here we received orders from General Yeatch to move rapidly for- 
ward and take possession of a high ridge about one-half mile distant. ^ 
While the infantry was advancing at as fast a rate as possible over the 
rough, uneven ground, thickly covered with high grass and weeds, I 
rode forward to the hill and discovered the enemy coming up the road 
in large force, apparently making for the same point. 

I at once directed Major Eheinlander, of the Twenty-fifth, who was 
present, to order the artillery forward immediately, and in a short time, 
the enemy replying, a fine artillery practice was carried on, which lasted 
probably’ for half an hour. During this time the regiment had ad- 
vanced to within easy supporting distance and was halted. 

The enemy’s battery becoming disabled and a retreat on his part in- 
dicated a general advance was ordered. In the execution of this move- 
ment the two wings of the Twenty-fifth were separated by the road, on 
each side of which was a deep ditch, and it was not until we had ad- 
vanced a distance of about COO yards that they (the wings) could be 
brought together. From this to the river we advanced on the double- 
quick, with bayonets fixed, driving the rebels, who retreatrd rapidly 
before us. The firing was very heavy, and many of the Twenty-fifth 
were wounded, though none were killed. A number of the enemy 
gave themselves up as prisoners and were immediately sent • to the 
rear. 

Approaching a corn field we were directed by General Ord (who 
then appeared) to press on until we should reach the timber bordering 
the river and then halt. Gaining the position designated we halted, 
corrected our alignment, and supplied ourselves with water. Many 
of our number were well-nigh exhausted by the heat and the distance 
and rapidity with which we had marched. In a moment, however, we 
were ordered by General Yeatch to move by the left flank oyer the 
bridge and engage the enemy, who had taken a x)Osition beyond. Ma- 
ior Eheinlander, being on the left, directed the leading guide, but before 
the regiment had all passed over considerable confusion was apparent, 
occasioned by a most destructive fire of musketry and artillery and the 
rapid retreat of the troops -which had preceded us. Other regiments 
following in quick succession, it was with great difficulty that order was 


Major Eheinlander fell here severely, though not dangerously, 
wounded, and was carried fcom the field, as also Lieutenants Shannon 
and Mason. Lieutenant Webster was kiUed about the same time, 
while gallantly leading his men. 

The firing was renewed and continued, however, and in a short time 
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order was restored. Some of the men who had been assigned a posi- 
tion on the extreme right were met by a vastly superior force of the 
enemy and were compelled to give way. I reached the place in time, 
however, and succeeded, with the assistance of the officers present, in 
rallying them and held our position. The enemy beat a hasty retreat 
and the battle was over. 

To Major Eheinlander am I particularly indebted for the prompt 
manner in which he executed all orders from the commencement to the 
moment when he fell and the rogimont for the services of a brave and 
gallant officer. Being without 0 !i\ field officers, Captain Larkin 

and Adjutant Walker were substituted, and nobly did they do their 
duty throughout, and were of great assistance in (tollecting the men and 
reforming the line for any work, offensive or defensive, that might be 
required. 

Captains Darling and Wright and Lieutenants Shannon, Mason, 
Enlow, Eeed, Yerhoeff, Bennett, Crenshaw, and Hurst, in a word, all 
are entitled to great credit throughout. 

Among the non-commissioned officers and privates (as appears from 
the reports of the company commanders) who are particularly deserving 
of honorable mention are the following, to wit : 

Sergts. [Albert] liirorcross and [William N.] Caruer and Private [Jo- 
seph y.' Barrett, of Company F; Sergts. [Michael] Keefe and [George 
L.j and Corpl. [Michael] McBride, of Company C; Corjd. [An- 

drew] Hubbard and Private Wright, of Company G, and Sergt. [David 
F.] Lewis and Corpl. [Solomon] Boyer, of Company H. 

The conduct of all the men (with but few exceptions) is worthy of the 
highest praise, and 1 am firmly convinced that no braver or more daring 
men are to be found anywhere. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 

WILLIAM H. MOEGANT, 
Colonel Twentij-Jifth Indiana Volunteers. 

Capt. F. W. Fox, 

Second Brigade^ Fourth Division. 


Ko. 82. 

Report of lAsut. OoL William Jones^ Fifty-third Indiana Infantry.^ of evr 
gagement at Satchie Bridge, 

Headquarters Fifty-third Indiana Yolunteers, 
JELatcliie Bridge^ Tenn.., October 6 , 18G2. 

I have the honor to report the part taken by this regiment .in the 
battle of yesterday : 

Colonel Gresham being absent in Indiana by leave of the War De- 
partment, I was in command. At 9 a. m. I was ordered forward in the 
road to act as a reserve to the deployed across the road. I 

moved forward as a reserve for - ii Art'’)' ry fi?iuT commencing 
on our front I was ordered to move up and -i. ::«■ Forty-sixth 
Ecgiraent Illinois Yolunteers on its right, that regiment supporting 
Captain Burnap’s battery, already in position, and after remaining in 
this position about ten minutes I was ordered by General Yeatch to 
move forward by the front in line with the Forty -sixth Eegiment. We 
moved forward down the hill through a large field. At the foot of the 
hill we received a heavy fire of musketry, returned the fire, and moved 
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steadily forward at quick-time, driving the enemy before us. Two or 
Three hundred yards farther on we found a battery that had been si- 
lenced by our artillery. The enemy were attempting to remove it from 
the field. We took the men prisoners. Passing on, leaving the cap- 
tured battery in the road^ we continued the movement, engaging the 
enemy at every step to the Hatchie Eiver. 

I received an order from Major-General Ord in person to move rap- 
idly across the Hatchie Bridge, left in front, and to form on the right 
of the road, which order I obeyed promptly, the men crossing the bridge 
with spirit and promptness. Finding the creek running parallel with 
the road and not sufficient space intervening to form on the right of the 
road, together with a heavy fire from the enemy concealed in a heavy 
thicket on our front, threw my regiment into confusion. I rallied them 
and made three unsuccessful charges. As the regiment was forced back 
the third time the enemy advanced, delivering a galling fire, which 
threw my regiment into confusion. The colors remaining on the line, I 
ordered Lieutenant Atkins, of Company K, to withdraw the colors, for 
the purpose of again forming the regiment on them, which was promptly 
done, and again advanced to the left of our former position, at which 
time other regiments came to our support on the left. We then steadily 
advanced, driving the enemy before us to the top of the hill, and by 
order of General Yeatch supported Captain Bolton^s battery until the 
engagement closed. 

Our loss during the engagement was 13 killed, 91 wounded, and 2 
missing, 

I cannot close without calling your attention to Major McGrain’s cool 
and careful conduct until forced to leave the field, having been wounded 
in the foot an hour before he went to the rear to have ir dressed. Also 
for the assistance of Captain Langford, on horseback, until he was 
wounded. Although his wound was from a spent ball, it rendered him 
unable to move on foot. The conduct of my sergeant-major, J. B. S. 
Moore, who took charge of Captain Langford’s company and who acted 
bravely until killed, is highly commendable. My line officers, without 
exception, conducted themselves well. Also the good and brave con- 
duct of my acting adjutant, Lieut. H. Duncan. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. JOKES, 

Lieut, Ool,j Comdg, Fifty-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 

Captain Fox, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,y Second Brigade,, Fourth Division, 


Ko. 83. 

Report of Gapt, William S, Bolton, Battery X, Second Illinois Light 
. Artillery, of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, 

Hdqbs. Co. L, Second EsaT. Illinois Artillery, 
Gamp at Bolivar, Tenn,, Octoler 8, 1862. 
Sir: I respectfully report the part taken by my battery in the battle 
of the 5th instant, on the Hatchie Eiver: 

I was ordered on that morning to advance in the rear of the Twenty- 
fifth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, that regiment being in front. At 8.20 
a. m. I was ordered by Brigadier-General Yeatch to send forward one 
section to shell a house and barn, in which the enemy was concealed, 
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about 450 yards distant, on the left of a road leading to the river. The 
section I placed in command of Lieutenant James, who tired six shells 
at the premises, all of which (as upon examination afterward) proved 
effective. 

My next position was on the hill west of the.Hatchie, where I opened 
tire upon two rebel batteries, one of 12~i)ounder howitzers and the other 
of rifled pieces. Alter an of about an hour (part of the 

time assisted by Captain I ’ ■ ■ ; .-i- .• battery) the infantry advanced 

under cover of our guns, and were successful in driving the enemy from 
their position and capturing the howitzer battery, their horses being- 
killed and the battery otherwise injured by our shells. 

I then sent a section, under command of Lieutenant Moore, which 
took a position on the west bank of tlie river, where he shelled the 
enemy with good effect. I was then ordered to take the battery across 
the river and take a position on the east bank, which was effected under 
a severe fire from the enemy. We then, in connection with Mann’s 
Missouri battery, shelled the woods to our front and left. The enemy 
having selected their ground, we were unable to dislodge them until 
charged by the infantry and driven back. 

We then look the hill they had abandoned, and found their batteries 
had taken a position on another hill in advance. We opened fire on 
them, in connection with all the batteries of the division, and after a 
severe struggle succeeded in silencing their pieces, upon which the 
enemy’s infantry made a resolute -'V- »m the woods, under cover of 

a hid, toward Burnap’s battery, • \ . » i-.i: this movement, I ordered 
my pieces to open with canister upon them. After a few rounds they 
fled precipitately, leaving their colors on the ground. As neither in- 
fantry nor other artillery assisted in repulsing their charge I would 
most respectfully ask that their stand of colors be awarded as a trophy 
to my command. 

During the contest I expended 24 solid shot, 34 canister, and 145 
shells, making in all 203 rounds. 

My casualties were 5 men wounded, 8 horses killed, and two pieces 
temporarily disabled, which were repaired that afternoon by substitut- 
ing from the captured batteries. 

Tb’v.;’:]- the entire battle I was ably sustained by the ofiicers 
and men ot my command, as well as by the two regiments of infantry 
(Porty Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, and Twenty-fifth Indi- 
ana, Colonel Morgan) supporting the battery, who fought with the cool- 
ness and determination of veteraus. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respe(‘tfully and truly, yours, 

WM. E. BOLTOhr, 
Captain, Commanding, 

Capt. F. W. Fox, 

A, A, G., Second Brig,, Fonrth I)h\, Army of West Tenn. 


Ko. 84. 

Report of Capt, Silas A, Burnap, Seventh Ohio Battery, of engagement at 

Hatchie Bridge, 

« 

HEADQr-VRTKUS SEVENTH OHIO BATTERY, 

Camp at Bolivar, Tenn,, October 9, 1862. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the 
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part my command took in the engagement of the 5th instant, on the 
Hatchie: 

About 0 a. m., when Bolton’s battery was first engaging the enemy 
from the position it had in the road to the left of the house on the 
bluff, I was ordered forward by Brigadier-General Veatch for a half a 
mile, under, the enemy’s fire, directed at Bolton’s battery (which was 
then stoutly contending for the i30sition it then held), and took a posi- 
tion on the right of a stable, to Bolton’s right, with one section, under 
the command of Lieutenant Brechtel, which opened ui)on the enemy’s 
battery in the road near the cotton-gin. 

By order of our brave and daring major and chief of artillery, C. C. 
Campbell, I took a position with my second section still to the right, in 
the road, at the extreme right of our line as it then was formed, and 
^vith this section paid our special respects to the enemy’s infantry, which 
seemed to be moving in the direction of our right flank. In this posi- 
tion my command was briskly engaged for about an hour. I was then 
ordered to cease firing and hold the position by General Hnrlbut, and 
shortly after the infantry charged down the bluff. 

The gallant young Capt. F. W. Fox, aide to General Yeatch, came 
riding Mck from the front (where he was always found), and told me a 
4-gun battery had fallen into the hands of the Second Brigade. 

By order of General Hnrlbut I at once sent forward the limbers of 
my caissons, under the charge of Sergeant Conant, who reported back 
on the bluff' before 12 m. with three 12-pounder howitzers. 

1 was then ordered across the Hatchie, and took a position on the left 
of the road to the right of Captain Spear’s battery, under a heavy fire 
of musketry, where my battery kept up a heavy fire until the action 
closed, and we encamped upon this last position for the night. 

I cannot close without making an honorable mention of Lieuten$.at 
Brechtel, to whose coolness and good judgment I am greatly indebted 
for the noble bearing of my non-commissioned officers and men, who so 
faithfully did their part. 

The only casualty was Eli Oliver, x:)rivate, who lost his right arm. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient and humble servant, 

S. A. BUElsTAP. 

Capt. F. W. Fox, 

AssMant Adjutant- GeneraL 


E-o. 85. 

Report of Col, Robert K, Scott, Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, commanding 
Provisional Brigade, of engagement at Hatchie Bridge. 

Headquarters Second Brioade, 

In the Field, near Pocahontas, Tenn., October 0, 1862. 

Sib : In compliance with your order I have the honor to report as 
follows : 

First. Inclosed you will find reports of Lieutenant- Colonel Graves, 
Twelfth Michigan, and Maj. John S. Snook, Sixty-eighth Ohio, which I 
send for want of proper writing material and time. 

Second. Those two regiments formed line of battle on the left of the 
Pocahontas road about 0 a. m., and immediately advanced through a 
large open field, under a heavy fire ofshell and canister from the enemy’s 
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battery posted near tlie bridge. Soon after we came upon the enemy- 
posted in a lane in strong force. They opened r. z'l''' ■> ^ fire, which, 
however, did but little damage, and I ordered my i down. We 
returned the fire by giving them three volleys along the whole line, 
then again advanced in double-quick, driving the enemy rapidly before 
us until we reached the river, where we halted for some time. The 
enemy’s artillery continued to fire upon us, but with little efiect, most 
of the shots over u'?. About this time the lieutenant-colonel 

com mar ding i:** • ovi \ Illinois reported to me for orders (the 

ctiM-n.-I /•; .s;! jI regiment having been wounded). We were then ovderod 
to cross the bridge, which we did in fine style, although continually 
under a heavy fire of grape and canister; then moved down the river 
about the fourth of a mile, and took position, as directed, on the left of 
the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry; then advanced in line of battle to the 
large field on the top of the hill, where we remained, supporting the 
Seventh andFifteenth Ohio Batteries, until the close of the engagement. 

During the day my command took about T5 prisoners and 100 stand 
of small-arms, with accouterments. 

The casualties were as follows: Sixty-eighth Ohio — wounded 0, 2 
severely; Twelfth ch d 7, 3 severely. 

In conclusion allow me to say that during the whole action both offi- 
cers and men acquitted themselves with honor. All the time being 
without orderly or aide and both regiments being deficient in field offi- 
cers, I was compelled to rely entirely upon Lieut. George E. Welles, 
Sixty-eighth Ohio, acting assistant adjutant-general, in convoying my 
orders along the line, whose promptness and coolness during the whole 
day entitle him to the highest praise. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. E. K. SCOTT, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Brigadier-General Veatoh, Commanding. 


NTo. 86. 

Report of Lieut. Col. William E. Graves, Twelfth Michigan ^TnfutJiu. of 
engagement at Eatchie Bridge. 

. In Camp near Davis’ Bridge, 

' Hatchie River, Tenn., October 6, L^62. 

Sir: I have the honor of submitting herewith an account of the part 
taken by my command in the action of yesterday: 

It numbered 221 enlisted men, 11 line, and 3 field officers V . 
adjutant). Of this number there were 1 lieutenant and 0 enrlisted men 
wounded, none of which will prove fatal. All were slightly wounded 
except 3. To the best of my knowledge the action commenced about 
9 a. m. and terminated about 3 p. m. 

I think my officers and men are entitled to commendation for the 
promptness and alacrity with which they obeyed orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. GEAVES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Twelfth Regt. Michigan Infantry. 

George E. Welles, 

Adjuta/nt, Sirfu ^•ghf]' Ohio Inf a/ntry. 
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Ko. 87. 

Report of Maj. John 8. 8nooJc^ Sixty ‘eighth Ohio Infantry^ of engagement 

at Ratehie Bridge. 

HdQES. SiXTY-EiaHTH EeGT. OHIO Yoii. lOTANTEY, 

October 6, 1862. 

I liave the honor of reporting to you the part taken by th^ Sixty- 
eighth Ohio in the action of yesterday: 

The regiment was formed in the field upon the right of the Poca- 
hontas road, with the Twelfth Michigan upon the right and the Forcy- 
sixth Illinois upon the'left, and advanced eastward in that position in a 
heavy fire of shell from the enemy’s batteries in front. 

After having marched about halt* a mile we encountered the enemy’s 
infantry posted in a lane in heavy force. The command halted and 
delivered their fire three times, when the enemy retreated, and we pur- 
sued him to the river bank, about a quarter of a mile above the bridge. 
Here we halted and remained about half an hour, when we were ordered 
to cross the bridge.. Our men moved to the bridge in good order, and 
although under quite a heavy fire while crossing, yet they acted with 
the steadiness of men accustomed to action. We were ordered to a 
position on the extreme left of the line, in which position we advanced 
to the open field, where we remained, supporting the battery on the left, 
until the action closed. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of the officers and 
men, who seemed to vie with each other in manfully doing their whole 
duty, and although exposed at times to quite a heavy fie, never fal- 
tered, but showed a constant eagerness to engage the enemy. Where 
all acted bravely it would be unjust in me to make distinctions,^ but I 
feel it due to mention Lieut. A. J. Jackson, my acting adjutant, who 
was with me and delivered my orders throughout the entire action. 
Our regiment captured 100 stand of small-arms, with accouterments, and 
took a number of prisoners. 

Tours, respectfuEy, 

J. S. SHOOK, 
Major, Commanding. 

Col. Egbert K. Scott. 


Ho. 88. 

Report of Brig. Oen, Thomas J. McKean^ U. 8. Army, commanding Sixth 

. Bmsion. 

Jackson, Tenn., October 30, 1862. 

I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by 
the Sixth Division in the battle of the 3d and 4th instant at Corinth, 
Miss. 

On the 1st instant the division was composed of the following-named 
troops: 

The First Brigade, commanded by Col. Benjamin Allen, Sixteenth Eegi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, composed of the Sixteenth Wisconsin Vol- 
unteers, commanded by Maj. Thomas Eeynolds; Seventeenth Wiscon- 
sin Volunteers, commanded by Col, J. L. Doran ; Twenty-first Missouri 
Volunteers, commanded by Col. David Moore, the last-named regiment 
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being detacbed at Kossutli, iO miles from Corintb. Total number of 
enlisted men present (with their regiments) in the brigade, 1,415. Brig. 
Gen. J. McArthur having rejoined, was assigned to command of this 
brigade on the 3d. 

The Second Brigade, copimanded by Col. J. M. Oliver, Fifteenth 
Eegiment Michigan V olunteers, composed of the Fourteenth Wisconsiu 
Volunteers, commanded by Col. John Hancock 5 Eighteenth Wisconsin 
Volunteers, commanded by Col. G. Bonck; Eighteenth Missouri Vol- 
unteers, commanded by Oapt. J. E. Ault, and Fifteenth Micliigati Vol- 
unteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. John McDermott, the last-named 
regiment being detached at Ohewalla, 13 miles west of Corinth, and six 
companies of the Missouri being dlso detached, guarding 

the railroad toward if;:*, :. dumber of enlisted men present (with 
their regiments) in the brigade, 1,375. 

The Third Brigade, commanded by Col. M. M. Crocker, Thirteenth 
Eegiment of Iowa Volunteers, composed of the Eleventh Erglun-m 
Iowa Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. William Hall; Thirteenth 
Eegiment Iowa Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. John Shane; 
Fifteenth Eegiment Iowa Volunteers, commanded by Col. Hugh T. 
Eeid, and Sixteenth Eegiment Iowa Volunteers, coniiiianded b^^ Lieut. 
Col. Addison H. Sanders, the brigade being stationed at luka. Total 
number of enlisted men present (with their regiments) in the brigade, 
3,189. 

The artillery attached to the division, under command of Capt. An- 
drew Hickeiilooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, acting chief of artillery, con- 
sisted of the First Minnesota Battery, four gnus, commanded by Lieut, 
G. F. Cooke; Third Ohio Battery, six guns, commanded by Capt. W. S. 
Williams (the captain and two sedioms being absent at Bolivar) ; the 
Fifth Ohio Battery, four guns, (‘ommanded by Lieut. B. Matson; the 
Tenth Ohio Batteiy, four guns, commanded by Capt. II. B. White, and 
Company F, Second Illinois Artillery, four guns, commanded by Lieut. 
J. W. Mitchell, (one section of this battery also being detached, serv- 
ing at Bolivar), leaving sixteen guns, witli 367 enlisted men present 
with the artillery of the division. 

The cavalry, under command of Col. E. G. "hl ■- u Eh^venth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, had orders to report to the chief ■ r « \ .ili \ for consolida- 
tion, leaving with the division only a few officers and men for picket 
and camp duty. 

Ill the afternoon of the 1st instant Colonel Oliver, with the Four- 
teenth and Eighb'entl* Wiscousiu Eegiments and a section of artillery, 
under Lieutenant Clayton, First Minnesota Battery, was sent out to 
re-enforce the regiment of his brigade stationed at Chewalla, where 
picket skirmishing had been reported during the early ])art of the day. 
The remaining troops of the division ])reseut were luarehed into the 
new camp, south of the Chewalla road, inside the exterior lines of de- 
fense, miles from Corinth. 

Oil the 3d Colonel Oliver, after cousidei-able skirmishing during the 
day, fell back, in accordance with instructions from hondqimrters, to 
the cross-roads, near Alexander’s, about 7 miles from Corinth, and sent 
the VViKconsiu Eegiment (under Colonel Bouck) to guard 

the 1 ; ligi'. The Third Brigade, under command of Colonel 

Crocker, returned from Iiika by forced march and went into camp, and 
during the night the Sixteenth Wisconsin, under Major Eeynolds, made 
a reconnaissance up the railroad toward Chewalla. 

At 3 a. m. on the 3d, orders having been rc^ceived from the command- 
ing general ii: the ]>ositions t(> be oceuxhed by the several di- 
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visions in anticipation of an advance of the enemy (Davies’ the north- 
-west angle between the railroads; McKean’s division on the left of 
Davies’, with the right resting on the railroad near Battery F ; Hamil- 
ton’s the northeast aagle between the railroads, and Stanley’s in re- 
serve), the necessary dispositions were made, and at daylight the sev- 
eral regiments of this division were in the exact position assigned them. 
The first line formed in line of battle perpendicular to the railroad, with 
the right resting near Battery F; the second line formed in close col- 
umn by division, the Twenty-first Missouri Begiment, under the gal- 
lant Colonel Moore, having marched from Kossuth in the night. 

About 7.30 a. m. the enemy appeared in front of Colonel Oliver’s ad- 
vanced position, driving in his pickets, and advanced to attack them, 
but was repulsed with great energy. The colonel, being at length sat- 
isfied that the enemy were in force, slowly retired, according to his in- 
structions, contesting the ground and destroying the bridges, until the 
brigade took a favorable position north of the railroad and a little in 
advance of the old Confederate intrenchments, where another stand was 
made. In crossing Cane Creek Bottom one of the howitzers was dis- 
abled by the breaking of the axle and abandoned after being spiked, 
but was subsequently recovered. Colonel Bouck retired from Smith’s 
Bridge to Cane Creek at the same time that Colonel Oliver moved. 

The position now held by the Second Brigade commanded both the 
Chewalla road and the railroad, and it was considered desirable to hold 
it as long as practicable, and re-enforcements were sent forward, first 
the Twenty-first Missouri and afterward the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Wisconsin Eegiments, and Brig. Gen. J. McArthur (who had been on 
detached duty), having rejoined, was temporarily assigned to the com- 
mand of the First Brigade (then re-enforcing the Second), and took 
command of the advance. The Chewalla road running through the 
line assigned to the Second Division placed our advance in front of a 
portion of that division, and Colonel Baldwin’s brigade, consisting of 
the Seventh, Fiftieth, and Fifty-seventh Dlinois Eegiments, co-operated 
in maintaining the position, which was held for several hours. The en- 
emy, after an unsuccessful attempt to approach by the railroad track 
(bringing forward a battery at one time to play upon the main line of 
the division, which was driven back by our artillery), ultimately suc- 
ceeding in passing to the right of our line, and McArthur’s command 
again fell back, taking position parallel with and north of the railroad, 
the left some distance from Battery F. This compelled a corresponding 
change of front in the main line. The Second Brigade, being cansider- 
ably exhausted by severe duty and hard fighting, was at this time with- 
drawn, and formed as a second line in rear of the Third Brigade. The 
enemy at length appeared in front of the new line formed by the First 
Brigade and a charge was made, driving him some distance. The 
charge was participated in by the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Wiscon- 
sin and Twenty-first Missouri Eegiments, as well as by a portion of 
Colonel Baldwin’s brigade, of the Second Division. The Seventeenth 
Wisconsin, under the brave Colonel Doran, occupied a conspicuous po- 
sition in this part of the day’s work. 

After this charge these regiments (having already performed heavy 
work) were all ordered to form in rear of the main line of the division 
south of the railroad, , which was done in good order at 3 p. m., and as 
I had received notice from the general commanding that a flank move- 
ment was in contemplation hy Hamilton’s division on the enemy’s left, 
I considered it best to retain my present position for the purpose of 
engaging the attention of the enemy until such movement could be 
22 E B— VOL xvn 
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effected. ^ ''eived orders to change front and retire to a 

position < .»«*, . ith the main body of the division on my right, 

which ha . .«»■■■». -i Corinth some time previously. This move- 

ment had already commenced, when further orders were received to fall 

back to the interior line of batteries. The movement was 

altered so as to throw the artillery into a road in rear of the line and 
leading into Corinth, when the enemy again a; driving in our 

skirmishers and advancing to attack, and the Third Brigade, liitberto 
but slightly ■<!. now found an opiiortunity to participate in the 

work. Colonel Crocker with a portion of this brigade was directed to 
drive back the enemy while the movement was completed. The coloii<‘l 
executed this order in hne stylo, ‘^uooo^d’-ng after a severe action in 
forcing back the enemy with r, w-’ -a'lU 

In this action the Fifteenth Iowa, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Belknap (Colonel Iteid being sick), and the {Sixteenth Iowa 
Begiment, under Lieutenant- Oolouef Sanders, being most hotly en- 
gaged, conducted themselves with conspicuous gallantry, and the whole 
brigade while <‘Overing the movements of the division inancnvered with 
all the coolness and ijrecisiou of an ordinary drill. The movement of 
the division being completed, this portion of tlie brigade reformed in 
i!.’;lcr ,,n the right of the first line, and tlie whole division, with 
I hr r!‘.; ■», Fiftieth, and Fifty-seventh Illinois Begimcnts, moved in 
perfect order, arriving at sundown and taking the positions <lesimial(‘(l 
within the line of batteries, the Third T»: i-j5";l.* ;oi'l ti.'.’d batteries 
Or,-',', u j College Hill, and the two i s vi.;* the Tenth 

1 r.,i ^ taking positions in the no'n iii.J;'.- .luri-i from the 
commanding general. 

Our troops lay on their arms in the ranks during the night, ready to 
support the batteries should an assault, as anticipated, be made early in 
the morning. 

About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th cininomMling by the 
enemy commenced, and after daylight, in addition to the assaults on 
Battery Bohinett and other points of the field, heavy skirmishing took 
place in front of College Hill. During the morning tlie First and {So(*oiul 
Brigades were also withdrawn to College Hill, and twice the enemy 
a!tr:r.ptrrl to assault Battery Phillips, his columns M:pv‘oii,ed with ar- 
tillery nppronching behind a ridge running nearly parallel to our line. 
Each time the head of his column was suiiercd to a])proach within short 
mr.^kct rangr, when Battery Phillips and the light pieces oi‘ this di- 
vision opened upon him so hotly that he hastily retired. Information 
subsequently received indicates beyond doubt that these movements 
were not intended as mere feints. Lieut. G. Marsh, commanding a sec- 
tion of the Fifth Ohio Battery, is reported to have done good execution 
at this time, occupying a favorable position. The enemy’s last effoi^t was 
on this part ot the held, after having been repulsed at all other ])oints. 

During the day General McArthiii', with a portion of his brigade, 
was sent in advance to reconiioiter, and finding the enemy retiring ho 
took a position at night near Alexander’s, and the balance of Ins bri- 
gade, the Second Brigade and the Tenth Ohio Battery, by direction ol‘ 
the -or^Toianding, started at 2 a. m. on the 5th to re-enforce him j 

’ ■ I of the division started at daylight in pursn.it of the 

enemy, which was continued this day as far as the Tiiscun-bia lfi\ov. 

On the Gth I was directed by the general commnnding to take com- 
mand of theiiost of Corinth, said to be threatened by the enomv’s re- 
enforcements, including 10,000 paroled men. 

For the subsequent oj^erations of the division during the pmsuit to 




tt 


1k. 




r 




1 


I 









CIIAP. XXIX.] 


COEINTH. 


339 


Eipley and the march back to Corinth I respectfully refer to the ac- 
companying report of G-eneral McArthur, who succeeded me in the 
command. 

In order to give a more distinct idea of the part performed by this 
division in these important operations, without the statement of too 
many details, the following brief is added, by way of recai)itulation : 

October 2. Heavy skirmishing by the Second Brigade, under Colonel 
Oliver, who had advanced to re-enforce one of his regiments previously 
stationed at Chewalla, the colonel taking up a i^osition at night near 
Alexander’s Cross-Eoads. 

October 3. In the morning the enemy’s advance attack Colonel 
Oliver, but is repulsed, after which the colonel, ascertaining that the 
enemy is in force, falls back slowly, according to his instructions, con- 
testing the ground by severe fighting and destroying bridges until he 
makes a stand on favorable ground a little in advance of the old Con- 
federate intrenchments, where hCtis re-enforced by the First Brigade, 
under General McArthur, who takes command at that point, for the 
purpose of relieving the Second Brigade, already considerably ex- 
hausted by severe duty. The road leading in from Chewalla runs 
through the line occupied by the Second Division, commanded by Gen- 
eral Davies, and one of his brigades (Baldwin’s) now co-operates in 
holding the advance position. After several unsuccessful attempts to 
turn the left the enemy pass to the right and throw their entire force 
upon the Second Division, which is forced back, and McArthur’s com- 
mand, being turned, is obliged to retire again to a new position, which 
is taken near the main line north of the railroad, facing north, the 
main line of this division changing front to correspond and the Second 
being now relieved. The enemy at length appearing again, the First 
Brigade, together with the brigades of the Second Division, charge, 
driving him some distance, when this brigade is called in and formed 
as a second line. The division skll holds its position, menacing the 
enemy’s right flank, to give time for a flank movement on his left by 
Hamilton’s division and to delay his advance until the reserve can be 
X)osted to sui^port the batteries in his front. These movements accom- 
plished, the Sixth Division at length being ordered to fall back within 
the interior line of the batteries, the enemy again appears and com- 
mences a furious attack after the division has commenced moving, but 
is repulsed after a severe action by Colonel Crocker, commanding the 
Third Brigade, and the division moves in good order and takes a posi- 
tion at sundown within the line of defenses without the loss of a gun, 
having during the day received the first attack of the enemy 8 miles 
west of Corinth, and having disputed and delayed his advance until 
after the division on the right was forced by overwhelming numbers 
to give way, and holding its position on the enemy’s flank, assisting in 
retarding his advance on the batteries until it was too late for him to 
make an assault on the evening of this day, and finally, when ordered 
to fall back to the inner batteries, and the enemy again attacks the 
division while on the march, it halts to beat him back, and marches 
into position within the defenses in good order. 

October I. In addition to severe skirmishing in front the division 
co-operating with the siege batteries repulsed the enemy in two at- 
tempts to lorce the works on College Hill, and after th<5 battle the 
division participated in the pursuit of the enemy as far as Eipley, and 
on leaving that place to return to Corinth the rear guard was furuished 
by this division. 

As far as my personal observation extended the conduct of the 
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troops (both officers and soldiers) was worthy of tb« 1 ‘;jl ( - I commeu- 
‘dations. All appeared to do their duty promptly ;.!*.« ( advanc- 
ing with alacrity when necessary, retiring only when ordered, and then 
in good order, and promptly word to face-about and beat 

back the enemy; the men of wi-in, ‘du-iii-.m, Illinois, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota, Iowa, and Missouri standing together and bravely fighting side 
by side. 

I respectfully refer to the reports of brigade and other subordinate 
commanders for further details, which it is impracticable to embody in 
a report of this nature, and also for notice of those who by good for- 
tune and the chances of war as well as by personal merit became most 
conspicuous for good conduct in this battle. 

I propose to make a special report. upon this subject as soon as full 
reports from the several grades of commanders can be obtained. In 
the mean time a few cases will here be noticed that came under my 
own knowledge. All the commanders of ’ ■* - were active in the 

discharge of their duties. Colonel Allen, ^ . Wisconsin Volun- 

teers, and Brigadier-General McArthur successively commanded the 
rir-'i T»ii/<i.l * \\i;h zeal and ability. Col. J. M. Oliver, commanding 
iIm- !>: i;:, which received the first attack of the enemy, is 

.-I-, dit. Charged with one of the most 
duties that could be intrusted to an officer, that of opposing with en- 
ergy the advance of an enemy and yet retiring slowly when overpow- 
ered, a task involving a tas at the same time upon his jndgjjjcnt. skill, 
and bravery, the colonel seems to have been singularly felicitous in the 
discharge of that duty ; a veteran could not have better or accomplished 
more. Col. M. M, Crocker, orm'--. 'iv.ling Third Brigade, is entitled to 
the highest credit for the skill nml with which he executed the 

various orders for his fine brigade, and especially for his gallant con- 
duct in the ; uu-i.i near Battery F. This brigade was ]>reviously 
well disciplined under his command and the care of the meritorious 
field officers of the several regiments. Captain Hickenlooper, Fifth 
Ohio Battery, acting chief of artillery for the division, on this as on 
former occasions showed himself a brave and skillful officer. 

Of the field officers Major Eeynolds, who commanded the Sixteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers ; Colonel Doran, who commanded the Seven- 
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers ; Lieutenant-Colonel Malloy, of the same 
regiment: Colonel Moore, who lost a leg at Shiloh, and now commanded 
the Tv(‘iiiy'ri“>t Missouri Volunteers -until he lost his horse; Major 
Moore, wlh> u ! i rvw a rd commanded the same i egiineiil ; Colonel Hancock, 
commanding Fourteenth Wisconsin Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ward, of same regiment; Colonel Bouck, commanding Eiglitcenrh 
Wisconsin Volunteers; Major Jackson, of the same regiment; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McDermott, < i.:ii!P'ii*dih;^ Fifteenth Michigan Volunteers; 
Captain Ault, eomTnr.nrling the battalion of the Eighteenth Missouri 
Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, commanding Eleventh Iowa Vol- 
unteers; Major Abercrombie, of the same regiment, a veteran of the 
Mexican war and a survivor of the battle of \\'il<()n s Greek; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Shane, who commanded the Thirteenth Iowa Volunteers; 
Major Van Hosen, of the same ri'giini'id ; Colonel Eeid, Fifteenth Iowa 
Volunteers, who was sick when the battle commenced, but was with 
his regiment at (Liyliglil on the 4th and remained in command until the 
regiment returned from the pursuit 5 Lieutenant-Colonel Belknap; who 
commanded the same regiment on the first day of the battle and dis- 
played great coolness and bravery in the conflict near Battery F ; Ma- 
jor Cunningham, of the same regiment, who was severely wounded; 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Sanders, wbo commanded tlie Sixteenth Iowa Yol- 
unteerSj and was also severely wounded at the same time, and Major 
Purcell, who afterward commanded the same regiment, are entitled to 
credit, not only for good conduct in the field, but for their previous in- 
dustry in perfecting the discipline of their respective regiments. 

Captains Funke and Zeigler, in command of detachments of cavalry, 
performed their laborious duties in a very satisfactory manner. Lieut. 
A. Roehrig, of the same regiment, rendered great service in carrying 
dispatches. The artillery attached to the division proved itself reli- 
able, and reflects credit upon ofiScers and men of that arm of the serv- 
ice. Captain White, commanding the Tenth Ohio Battery, is reported 
to have rendered signal service when the enemy momentarily entered 
the town. Dr. Eastman, surgeon Sixteenth Wisconsin Yolunteers, 
acting division surgeon, was very zealous in the discharge of his duties. 
Capt. W. T. Clark, assistant adjutant- general, serving on my staft", who 
has long served with fidelity and great intelligence, on this occasion 
displayed great bravery and energy. Lieut. M. A. Higley, quarter- 
master and commissary Fifteenth Iowa Yolunteers, acting division 
quartermaster, performed his arduous duties in a very., intelligent man- 
ner, and has always shown himself reliable. Lieut. G. S. Hampton, jr., 
Thirteenth Iowa Yolunteers, who got up from a wsick bed 5 Lieut. J. B. 
Dawson, Eleventh Iowa Yolunteers, aides-de-camp, and Lieut. L. S. 
Willard, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, attached to my staff, all performed 
great labors and were fearless and indefatigable. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. J. MoKEAH, 
Brigadier- General, U. 8. Volunteers. 

Maj. John A. Rawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dejgartment of the Tennessee. 


Ho. 89. 

Beport of Capt. Andrew Sickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, Chief of Ar- 
tillery, including operations October 3-11. 

BtEADQIJAETERS ARTILLERY SIXTH DIVISION, 

Oetob&r 13, 1862. 

Captain : In accordance with General Orders, Ho. — , Headquarters 
Sixth Division, Army of the Tennessee, I have the following report to 
make of the operations of my command during the battle of Corinth 
and subsequent pursuit: 

October 1 we moved to and occupied all the commanding positions 
on the western line of the exterior fortifications, from Fort D to F, with 
the Tenth Ohio Battery (four guns), commanded by Captain White 5 
one section of the Third Ohio Battery ; one section (Company F) of the 
Second Hlinois Artillery, (four guns), under the command of First Lieu- 
tenant Mitchell 5 the Fifth Ohio Battery, under Lieutenant Matson, 
and the First Minnesota Battery (four guns), under the command of 
Second Lieut. G. F. Cooke. 

/ About 3 p, m., October 2 , ordered the First Minnesota Battery to ac- 
j company Colonel Oliver (Second Brigade) to dispute the enemy^s ad- 
vance from Ohewalla 5 proceeded up the Che walla road as far as Alex-. 
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aucler's liou^e, when (taking into consideration the nature ol tlio expe- 
dition) ^Ye sent one section (two 12-pounder howitzers) forward, under 
charge of Sergeant (Acting Lieutenant) Clayton, and ordered Lieuten- 
ant Oooke, with the remaining section, to return to his foriner ])Ositiou 
at Battery F. Lieutenant Clayton^s see’* ■ ’ ^ with Colonel 

Oliver’s brigade to Chewalla, encamping ■ his side of the 

town. 

About 10 o’clock the following morning, the enemy moving forward 
through Ohewalla in force, they fell back about miles and took iiosi- 
tion. IsFo opportunity for the artillery to take advantage occurring, 
they again fell back and took position on a hill in the rear of Alexan- 
der’s house, where they remained during the night. 

Early the next morning, the enemy pressing ns, we opened upon 
them and the light became geaer.d. the fifth discjharge oue of the 
howitzers was disabled bj tin* r ■.•raking of an axle (from recoil) and 
obliged to retire. It was .ii.acl <*.' to i-'v limber of the gra-cin‘viago 
and carried about 2 miles ; but in crossing Cane Creek the fastenings 
broke, and being hotly pressed we were obliged to abandon it, spik- 
ing and throwing.it into Cane Creek, where wo have since found it. 

I immediately sent Lieutenant Cooke with another piece to replace 
the one abandoned, taking position with two pieces on top of a hill, 
commanding the Memphis' Railroad on the left and the Ohewalla road 
on the right, where for a long time they wwe held in check. We were 
again forced back and another piece disabled. I sent the remaining 
piece to replace the disabled one, sending it to Oorintli to be repaired, 
which was done before night. 

The members of the battery being very much and worn-out, 

having been out for thi'ce day5* without rest, I sent Lieutenant Mitchell 
with section of company F, Seciuvd Illinois Artillery, to 3*elieve them, 
placing the relieved section in position near Battery F. While coming 
into position Lieutenant Mitchell’s section was charged upon by cavalry, 
but immediately repulsed by the infantry support, the enemy being 
only 200 yards distant. Lieutenant Mitchell opened upon them with 
canister, firing 40 rounds. The enemy pressing. G-eneral McArthur’s bri- 
gade -k routing the enemy kv;;vy loss, ^"’hich Lieii- 

tenaui v ; -ji was ordered to fall back to a hill ne-n- i).:i s.-rj P. 

The section of the Third Ohio previously under command of Lieu- 
tenant Mitchell was placed under charg'o of Captain Munch, of the 
First Minnesota Battery (who being wounded at Shiloh and absent 
from the muster of August 18 was not on duty), who cheerfully and 
anxiously volunteered his services and placed his command in position 
in Battery F. Observing the enemy passing a cut over the hill on 
Ohewalla road near the railroad Ordered Lieutenant Clayton forward to 
a position in front and opened upon them with shell. They brought a 
battery forward and placed it in position on a hill on the Ohewalla 
road west of railroad, and opened with shell. 1 then opened upon 
them from Fort F (Captain Munch’s section) and silenced it in about 8 
rounds, the division having previously ;-l.,i’ig-Ml Tront to the north. The 
battei'ies on the left, Fifth and Tenth 'v* \ ^^ ordered forward and 
placed upon center new line, when we were ordered to fall back toward 
town, which we did, taking several succeeding positions. The enemy 
piv'=.>.ii:g hard, one section Tenth Ohio and o.ne section Company F, 
Illinois, were ordered again to the front to cover the Third Bri- 
gade ; but it having charged and routed the enemy we again returned, 
and very leisurely formed column on the Kossuth road and marched in 
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o’ood order toward Corinth, taking up near positions on interior lines of 
works near Kossuth and Bipley roads, placing Lieutenant Mitchelfs 
section about 250 yards to right of Eort Phillips ; Fifth Ohio (Lieuten- 
ant IMatson commanding) Battery 75 yards to left of same fort, the dis- 
abled piece of the First Minnesota returning. The three remaining 
pieces of this battery were placed under command of Captain Munch 
and placed in position upon Eipley road to the left of the seminary 
building. 

Lieutenant Cooke was relieved and placed on duty with me, and 
Captain Munch’s former command (section of Third Ohio Battery) 
was placed under charge of Sergeant Clarke, Fifth Ohio Battery, and 
posted upon second^ road to left of seminary, equidistant between two 
fortifications, in which position they remained during the night. Cap- 
tain White, Tenth Ohio Battery, was ordered to report to General Mc- 
xVrthur, who had been ordered with First and Second Brigades to 
another point of the line of defense at 8 a. ra. Captain White was or- 
dered that night to take position in rear of General Rosecrans’ head- 
quarters, supported by infantry of Sixth Division (where they remained 
during the night), which was afterward withdrawn and infantry of 
Second Division substituted. The enemy charged the battery at il a. 
m. Opened upon them with shell and canister. The infantry gave 
way right and left in ^eat disorder. The captain still held his posi- 
tion. The fort on his right being taken, his battery flanked, and infantry 
support gone, he fell back across the railroad to hill near siege guns. 
The infantry having rallied, he again took up position near former place 
and opened with shell, effectually forcing the enemy back. Captain 
White had a horse shot under him each day. 

During the attack upon Fort Robinett Lieutenant Mitchell’s section 
rendered valuable assistance. Having an enfilading fire, they poured in 
shell with great effect. 

The enemy appeared in considerable force early in the morning in 
front of Fifth Ohio Battery. Heavy skirmishing ensued, when the 
Fifth Ohio Battery opened and quickly silenced the fire. 

About 10 o’clock they planted a battery in the woods in front and 
opened with shell. They fired only 2 rounds, the Fifth Ohio Battery 
opening upon them with great vigor, driving them from their position. 

About 11.30 a. m. they again opened upon several rebel regiments 
seen filing across the road in our front and driving them pell-mell 
through the woods. 

At 2 a. m. next day (Sunday) Captain White (as per order of General 
Eosem?ans) reported to General McArthur in the advance. At daylight 
all the batteries, with the balance of division, moved out in pursuit of 
the enemy. Arrived at Eipley Thursday night ,* started upon return 
Saturday "morning. All acted nobly, exhibiting coolness and bravery 
seldom equaled. 

I would respectfully and particularly call attention to Acting Lieu- 
tenant Clayton, of First Minnesota Battery. He has not yet received 
his commission. I would most respectfully urge that the Governor be’ 
reminded of the vacancy, and request that Lieutenant Clayton be com- 
missioned to fill it. 

A. HICKBKLOOPEE, 

Gwpt. and Chief of Artillery^ Sixth Div,^ Army of the Tenn, 

Capt. J. Bates Dickson, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Sixth Biv,^ Army of the Tennessee, 
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1^0. 90. 

Report of Brig. Gen. John Me Arthur ^ U. S, Army^ commanding IPirst 
Brigade and Sixth Division^ including operations October 3-11. 

Hdqrs. Sixth Division, Army op the Tennessee, 

Corinth.^ Miss., October 15, 1862. 

Sir: I Lave the honor to make the following report of the i)art taken 
by my command at the battle of Corinth on October 3 and 4 and the 
subsequent pursuit of the enemy on their retreat : 

On the morning of Friday, October 3, by special order on the field, 
I assumed the command of the First Brigade of this divisiqn, in ; 

of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Wisconsin and the Twenty-first Mis- 
souri Infantry, with orders to support Colonel Oliver, ■*’' -v Sec- 

ond Brigade, same division, who had met the enemy » i-v.,.:'.; and 
was checking their advance. 

After falling back slowly I determined to make a stand on Cane 
Creek Bluff, on the Ohewalla road, about 4 miles from Corinth, and 
accordingly gave orders to Colonel Oliver to that effe(*t, -.n ; : . ■■ I i i : him 
with the Sixteenth Wisconsin and Twenty-first Missouri. 1 ■ s ‘ ■ 1 1 n that 
the enemy was advr.rr-ing in force on that road and deploying to my 
right so as to gain the old rebel breastworks, I again (li-fNilc'nVi for 
re-enforcements, and succer^v^l Third ihig.nlc, Si'coiul 

Division, Colonel Baldwin , • . . nsisting of the Seventh, Fif- 
tieth, and Fifty-seventh 111 • >■. which were promptly sent 

forward by General Davies. Placing them in position, logt^tlu-r with a 
section of Battery — , First Missouri Light Artillery, also from the same 
division, we fought the enemy successfully, causing them to make a 
detour still farther to the right, so as to gain the ridge (the spur of 
which we held), which they accomplished about 12 m., attacking us 
vigorously on our right flank and in front, our troops repulsing them 
handsomely in several attempts to dislodge us with heavy loss. The 
enemy finding no troops on my right to oppose him immediately com- 
menced massing his troops so as to turn my right, on perceiving which 
I ordered the Seventh Illinois to change front to the right and charge 
them with the bayonet, which they attempted to do, but were met by 
an overwhelming force of the enemy, who had partially succeeded in 
gaining their rear, with a view to cut them ofl*. On this being reported 
to me I ordered the line to fall back. Colonel Babcock extri.-uting his 
men from their perilous position in good style. Falling back toward 
the main line we again rallied in front of it facing north, but not before 
the enemy had succeeded in gaining groniul d by the camps 

of the Seventeenth Wisconsin and ui \ -lii >i i. I then deter- 

mined to drive them out of it, and o.Hh-iTd \ i'? hue lo ‘‘harge with the 
bayonet en Echelon of battalion from the right. The Seventeenth Wis- 
consin on the right. Colonel Doran commanding, moved forward, gal- 
lantly charging with an ■ \ \ characteristic, nobly seconded 

by the Seventh Illinois, ‘ ■: i 1 1 .. •■■■■. ; Fifty-seventh Illinois, Lieu- 

tenant-Colonel Hurlbut ; the Fiftieth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Swartboutj the Sixteenth Wisconsin, Major Eeynolds; the Twenty- 
first Missouri, Major Moore, covering the left fl^kik, all in fine order, 
sweeping the enemy before them out of the camps a distance of half 
a mile. Hearing them again becoming hotly (M)gi\<ivd. and tearing they 
had advanced beyond our line on the right (which afterward proved to 
be the case), I applied to General McKean for two more regiments to 
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support the first line, which he promptly ordered forward. They failed, 
however, to comprehend the situation of affairs, and after firing an un- 
necessary volley retired precipitately. I then ordered the whole line 
to retire, which they did in good order, forming in rear of the main line. 

Afterward, in obedience to orders and in accordance with the gen- 
eral plan, marched into Corinth and took position for the night inside 
the inner works, on the north side of the town of Corinth. The Third 
Brigade, Second Division, reported back to General Davies, leaving me 
with the First and Second Brigades and the Tenth Ohio Battery, when 
we rested on our arms for the night. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 4th, the enemy having com- 
menced shelling the town, we changed our position a little and com- 
menced throwing up temporary breastworks of fallen timber and what 
material we could find, from which when partially completed we were 
again ordered to the left of the remainder of the division, immediately 
in front of the general hospital, where we remained, supporting the 
batteries without becoming actively engaged during the balance of the 
engagement, with the exception of the Sixteenth Wisconsin, which 
regiment did good service in protecting our extreme left from being 
harassed by the enemy^s skirmishers. 

At 2 p. m., immediately on the firing slacking, and in obedience to 
orders from Major-General Bosecrans, I proceeded with a portion of the 
Sixteenth Wisconsin and the Twenty -first Missouri Inthntry to recon- 
noiter the enemy along their right, advancing as far as Battery C, on 
the Kossuth turnpike, and ascertaining that no enemy had passed out 
that road. I then turned north along the line of our abandoned works, 
skirmishing the woods, taking a few prisoners, until I reached Battery 
E, on the Smith’s Bridge road, where we saw the rear guard of the en- 
emy’s cavalry passing out. My infantry, although maMng every exer- 
tion, was unable to intercept them, but followed them as far west as 
Carter’s house, a distance of 4 miles from Corinth. Thence turning 
north we picketed the line to the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, inclosing 
the hospitals of the enemy, and taking 1 commissioned officer and 308 
enlisted men prisoners, together with 50 officers and 497 men wounded 
in hospitals ; also 460 muskets and 400 cartridge-boxes, together with 
several horses and mules, tents and ambulances, left in charge of med- 
ical department 5 remaining under arms without food or rest till morn- 
ing, when I ordered Major Moore, of the Twenty-first Missouri, to re- 
main in charge of hospitals and prisoners with the portions of the two 
regiments that had been on duty, collecting whatever was valuable of 
the debris hastily abandoned by the discomfited foe. 

I was then immediately joined by the Second Brigade, Colonel Oliver, 
and the remainder of the First Brigade, with orders to follow the re- 
treating enemy and harass them on the retreat. I accordingly started 
in pursuit, and when at the distance of 7 miles from Corinth was met 
by a party of 200 of the enemy bearing a flag of truce, under Colonel 
Barry, of the Thirty-fifth Mississippi, which detained me three hours; 
long enough, as it afterward proved, to allow three brigades of the en- 
emy (commanded by Bust, Bowen, and Yillepigue respectively, who 
had encamped on the road I was following) time to get out of the way, 
as I reached their camp three hours after they had left. Following on 
I came up with the brigade of General McPherson, who had crossed 
from the north road to the one I was following. I therefore followed 
him closely, supporting him at all times when he encountered the enemy. 

On the morning of the 6th, in obedience to orders, I assumed com- 
mand of the whole division, placing the First Brigade, also in command 
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of Colonel Oliver, continuing in pursuit in the same or<hu‘ until 
reached Eipley, Miss., . .■'■i;:: many prisoners and causing the enemy 
to abandon and destroy much of their property in arms, artillery am- 
munition, and camp (^(jui])age, and returning from Eipley to Corinth on 
the night of Saturday, October 11, without any loss in men or property, 

1 must here bear honorable mention of the endurance, cheerful obedi- 
ence, and persevering spirit exhibited by the officers and soldiers in the 
pursuit; also to their good conduct in their several rngngt^*ne:..s with 
the enemy. 

With* -u' ■ ■ ■ '■*.* r t'* much I must mention the gallant conduct 
of the ■ ! 1 n;!. ■ -■ and Seventh Illinois * 'in the 

bayonet charge on the afternoon of the 3d ; also the good service re i- 
dered by the Sixteenth Wisconsin as skirmishers. 

I would also call the attention of the general co?pm.^nding to the effi- 
cient services rendered by Colonel Oliver, <*i)‘ii:>::in'li'.g Second Bri- 
gade, and respectfully refer him to his report as to the ])art taken by 
his eommandin thrir iTT^-''rrrua’ citbrts to check the enemy’s advance, 
harassing and d*‘Ia\ ing i in-M- thereby gaining* time and putting 

the enemy’s already exhausted commissary supplies to a severe test. 

I would also mention Captain Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, 
chief of artillery of this division, for his very able management and di- 
rection of his batteries, conspicuous among wlii<ih were the TentliOhio, 
Capt. H. B. White, and one section First Minnesota, under Sergeant 
Clayton, who ought to be promoted. Also the Fifth Oliio Battery was 
well served. 

My thauks are also due to my aides-de-camp, Lieutenants Willard and 
McArthur; also Captain Zeigler and Lieutenant Lewman, Eleventh 
Illinois Cavalry, for their valuable assistance tliroughoid. I commend 
them as efficient officers. Also Lieutenant Higley, acting division quar- 
termaster, for |)i*(mi|i(.no'-< in discharge of duty. 

I refer you also to the accompanying report of Colonel Crocker, com- 
manding Third Brigade, it not being under my (iommand on the 3d and 
4th instant. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN MoAETHUE, 

Brig. Gen.^ Gomdg. ^ixth Division^ Army of the Tenne>8see. 

Lieut. Col. C. Goddard, 

Acting Assistmt Adjutant- General. 


No. 91. 

Report of Col. Darid Moore, Twenty-first Mi^ssouri Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-eirst Missoxtrc Volunteers, 

First Brio., Sixth Div., Army op the Tennessee, 

Oorinth, Miss., October 10 , 1802. 

Captain: I have the honor to report the part taken by the Twenty- 
first Missouri Volunteers in the .-.‘l.i.:. mu :*! -i*! Corinth, Miss., Oc- 

tober 3 and 4: 

On the afternoon of October 2 I was relieved from outpost duty and 
command of the post at Kossuth, Miss., by Colonel Smith, Fui-iy-ihiid 
Ohio Eegiment, We returned to our camp at Corinth, Miss., the same 
night at 11 p. m., arriving at 3 a. m. 
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About 4.30 a. m. we beard artillery firing some distance to the front. 
The battalion was formed promptly in line, and shortly after we were 
directed to take position upon the left of the Memphis and Charleston 
Eailroad and in support of Battery E. Here we remained until 9 a. 
in., when we were ordered to march about 2 miles to the front and take 
X 30 sition upon a high ridge to the left of Memphis and Charleston liail- 
road, and upon the extreme leff of the line of battle continuously with 
the Sixteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, of the Sixth Division, and two 
regiments of General Davies’ division, who were stationed immediately 
to the right of the railroad. We had been in position but a few minutes 
when the enemy opened fire upon our flank and front. We replied 
promptly and continued showing the most determined resistance. The 
enemy being in so far superior numbers we were temi)orarily driven 
from the line, and about this time my horse was shot under me, bruis- 
ing severely my amputated leg, and I here turned the command over 
to Major Moore, who with gTeat gallantry, assisted by officers of the 
regiment, rallied the men and repeatedly drove the enemy from the hill. 

The fire to the right became very severe. The regiments stationed 
there and battery gave way before the masses of the enemy approach- 
ing. Seeing this, and our men being nearly out of cartridges, having 
fired 40 rounds, the battalion was ordered to fall back, which was done 
in good order and firing. 

It is with pleasure 1 notice the bravery of my field, stafi^*, and line 
officers; they were equal to the emergency. 

Corpl. Jesse Roberts, Company I, Twenty-first Missouri Volunteers, 
showed great bravery. He gallantly seized the colors and advanced 
on the line of battle (after the color-sergeant had fallen back), causing 
great enthusiasni among the men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MOOEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Twenty-first Missouri Yolunteers* 

Oapt. J. Bates Dickson, 

A, A, ff., 1st and 2(1 Brigs,^ Sixth Dn\, Army of the Tenn, 


Eo. 92. 

Report of Maj. Edwin Moore^ Twenty first Missouri Infantry, 

Headquarters Twenty-first Missouri Infantry, 

October 18, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to report the part taken by the 
Twenty-first Missouri Infantry Regiment in the battle of Corinth, Miss., 
on Friday and Saturday, October 3 and 4: 

After Colonel Moore, commanding the regiment, was carried off the 
field I assumed command. The men were giving back very rapidly 
from the original position. With the assistance of the line officers I 
succeeded in rallying the men, who went boldly forward to the front 
and drove the enemy from the position that we occupied at the com- 
mencement of the engagement. 

As soon as the position was gained the fighting became desperate, 
our line being distant from that of the enemy less than 50 paces. The 
command held this ground until the forces on our right, consisting of 
artillery and infantry, had given way and were in full retreat. About 
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this time the enemy 'was flanking us on our left and dense columns of 
infantry pressed us on our front. I ordered the regiment to retire. In 
doing so some of our men became scattered. We succeeded again in 
rallying the men and formed on the flank of a line being formed by 
Brigadier-General McArthur. 

In a short time we were ordered to t^ke a position near Battery F, 
and gradually fell back with the division toward Corinth, where we 
arrived about sundown and took a position on the right. 

On Saturday morning we were ordered by Brigadier-General Mc- 
Arthur to conkruct temporary breastworks of logs and dirt, but before 
completing the same we were ordered to a position on the extreme left, 
in the vicinity of the seminary. We were not engaged with the enemy 
while in this position. 

About 2.30 p. m. I was ordered to proceed to Battery 0 and report 
to Brigadier-General McArthur, leaving three companies as skirmishers 
in the rear, under his instructions. We scoured the woods, but found 
no enemy, excepting a few stragglers. We then took the Smith’s Bridge 
road, in the direction of Mr. Alexander’s, the rebel cavalry fleeing be- 
fore our advance. 

We succeeded in cnpiui'ing agreat number of prisoners, from one of 
whom I learned the rebel hospitals were in the vicinity. It was now 
dark, but I pushed forward and ‘took possession of all property and 
persons found in the vicinity of the hospitals. A great many prisoners 
were taken during the night and early next morning, trying to escape 
through the lines. The total number captured, including the wounded, 
amounted to nearly 900 officers and men. We also captured ICO muskets, 
400 cartridge-boxes, and a quantity of belts, &c. 

Under the instructions of Brigadier-General McArthur I remained 
at the hospitals with the command until Sunday about noon, when 
Colonel Moore took command of the regiment. 

Our loss during the engagement was 1 man killed and 17 wounded. 

I mention with satisfaction the behavior of the line officers. They 
used every eflbrt to keep their men together, and remained with them 
during the mi-’':, thereby setting a good example to the men to 

do their duty. 

During the action a great many of our guns were useless. After fir- 
ing 15 to 20 rounds of ammunition it was impossible to load them. 

I have the honor to be, yours, obediently, 

EDWIlSr MOOEE, 

Major j Twmiij-first Missouri infemtry. 

Lieut. E. Eees, 

Adjutant Twenty-first Missouri Infantry, 


Ko. 93. 

Report of Maj, Thomas Reynolds^ Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hdqes. Sixteenth Eeghment Wisconsin Yols., 
Gamp near the Seminary^ Miss,^ October 11, 1862. 

Sir : In compliance with Orders, NTo. — , I have the honor to make 
the following report: 

On Thursday, October 2, at 11 p. m., in compliance with your orders, 
I marched my command to a point on the Memphis and Charleston 
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Railroad near the residence of Mr. Alexander, and there remained, 
doing picket duty, until 6 o^clock the following morning, when I was 
ordered to fall back and report my regiment at the brigade headquar- 
ters. Here I received orders to rest the men and provide them with 
refreshments. At 9 o’clock I was ordered to march immediately and 
report to Colonel Oliver, commanding the^Second Brigade, who was 
engaging the enemy then where the Memphis and Charleston Railroad 
crosses the Chewalla pike road. Colonel Oliver ordered me, immedi- 
ately on my arrival, to advance two companies as skirmishers and hold 
the balance of my command as a reserve. The skirmishers were not 
out more than an hour till they were driven- in by superior numbers of 
the enemy, when they again joined me. The enemy now appeared in 
great force on the .left of our line of battle, firing a terrible volley into 
our ranks, causing our men to waver and fall back. I was then ordered 
by General McArthur to advance the Sixteenth VYisconsin to the front 
and engage the enemy. This was done promptly, and every officer 
and soldier appeared anxious to meet the enemy. The contest here was 
very severe, but not a man in my command moved from his position 
until ordered to fall back, notwithstanding the enemy in overwhelming 
force were within a few rods of us and nearly surrounding us. A new 
line of defense was immediately formed, with my command on the ex- 
treme left, and here again we encountered the enemy, doing effective 
service in keeping him in check during the balance of the day. In the 
evening we marched into town and lay all night upon our arms. 

The next morning we marched with the brigade, under the command 
of General McArthur, and took our position south of the town and on 
the left of our line of defense. At about 10 o’clock I was ordered by 
General McArthur to advance my command next to where the Kossuth 
road intersects the road leading to Battery B and there halt, and de- 
ploy one company to skirmish the woods and another company to sup- 
port the skirmishers at convenient distance. When I arrived at the 
point designated I ordered out Company K to skirmish and Company 
T> to support. Both companies were soon engaged with the enemy. 
Hearing that the contest was severe I ordered forward Company G to 
support both companies already engaged. The enemy’s pickets were 
soon driven in. In this contest we lost in killed 2 and 4 wounded. 

At about 4 o’clock we again marched with General McArthur to the 
residence of Alexander, before referred to, where we captured the 
enemy’s hospital, containing a portion of bis wounded, Medical Director 
Bond, nurses, &c., besides a quantity of fire-arms. During the night 
a portion of my command acted as pickets and in the morning were 
ordered back to their tents. The remainder, under the direction of 
General McArthur, took the advance in the pursuit of the fleeing enemy 
and skirmished the woods to Chewalla, capturing a large number of 
prisoners. This duty was gallantly performed. At this place General 
McArthur took command of the division, and my command was again 
attached to Colonel Oliver’s brigade. 

And here I wish to return my sincere thanks to those gallant officers 
for the many favors bestowed on the Sixteenth Regiment on our march 
to Ripley and back to this place. Where every officer and soldier did 
his duty so nobly it is hard to discriminate; but the cool, daring brav- 
ery of George Williamson, our color-bearer, a private in Company E, 
deserves special mention. He proudly and defiantly waved the flag in 
the face of the enemy until it was almost shot into shreds. He deserves 
well of his country. Captain Osborn is also entitled to great credit. 
He assisted me much, acting as a field officer through all the contest 
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and in the pursuit of the enemy, although all the time somewhat indis- 
posed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. EEYNOLDS, 

Major, Gomdg, Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Vols, 
Col. Benjamin Allen, 

Comdg. First Brig,, Sixth Biv,, Army of the Miss, 


94. 

Report of Gol, John L, Doran, Seventeenth Wisconsin Infantry, 
operations October 3-11. 

Hdqrs. Seventeenth Wisconsin Infantry Yols., 
Camp near Corinth, Miss,, October 12, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to report to you the part taken in the 
battle of Corinth, on the 3d and 4th instant, by the Seventeenth Wis- 
consin Infantry, as also in the subsequent pursuit of the enemy, agree- 
ably to general orders on the subject. This duty to me is somewhat 
embarrassing, inasmuch as I generally receive orders directly from your- 
self, and to my knowledge you were personally present, witnessing 
their execution. But as it is a military duty and by rule must be per- 
formed, I hasten respectfully to state that — 

At 3 a. m. on the morning of the 3d instant I was ordered to put my 
(jommand in light marching order, and by daylight to be at a certain 
point on the Memphis and Charleston Eaihoad about 5 miles west of 
Corinth and 2 from my then encampment; that on the marcli to the 
point above indicated said order was countermanded, and direction 
given to suxiport Battery B, and as soon as possible to move camp to 
that vicinity. The regiment was at once marched to support the bat- 
tery, but before the other part of the orders could be executed the 
enemy got j/<>.s.ses.'sion of the abandoned camp. 

About 1 p. m., the ing waxed warm, I Avas ordered to report, 

my command on the ImM ; '<■ HaAung marched to the scene of action, 

the r<\i>liuoiit, while getting into position, was greeted all along the line 
with as hearty a cheer as was ever raised for the sons of Erin, a fact 
which apparently drew from the enemy a galling fire and which was 
vigorously kei>t up till the command reached its position on the extreme 
i*ight of the line. This firing having been from the enemy partly in 
ambush, General McArthur soon rode np and requested me to send out 
skirmishers to reconnoiter and feel the enemy, so as to ascertain his 
lirecise position and force. For this duty I detailed Comi>anies B, F, 
and G, which most handsomely perfioruK'd the same. 

Captain McDermott, Company B, i am sorry to say, Avhile out was 
severely wounded, having been shot through the left breast. During 
this reconnaissance the enemy suspended his fire generally, except at 
this regiment and our skirmisliers ; but on their return he opened briskly 
on a section of the Second Illinois Battery, Company F, Lieutenant 
Mitchell, then in position and in action in front and about the center of 
our line, of battle, picking oft* the cannoneers and taking down some of 
the horses. To obviate this General McArthur again rode up to me and 
inquired if I could charge successfully on the brigade doing such execu- 
tion on our battery. Being answered in the affirmative, he gave the 
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order to charge, which, on informing tlie men of the nature of the duty 
and getting them in position, was promptly executed, and by which the 
enemy in force was driven back full three-quarters of a mile without 
any support in the first instance. It is true two regiments ibllowed 
tardily, at a long interval of both time and distance, which, finally dis- 
charging their muskets into the Seventeenth, turned and ran. The 
Seventh Illinois, Colonel Babcock, on the contrary, came up noblj' and 
covered the retreat I had ordered on seeing my flanks turned. This 
charge electrified all observers, and certainly put the enemy Jiors de 
combat for the day in that part of the field. 

The enemy having thus disappeared the troops bivouacked that night 
in Corinth, expecting a concentrated renewal of the enemy^s charge by 
early morning. 

Preparatory to this the Seventeenth, at early dawn on the morning of 
the 4th (Saturday), commenced throwing up temporary breastworks, and 
which they continued to perfect till about 8 a. m., when the command was 
ordered hastily to march to support a battery on the left, then being be- 
leaguered by the enemy and all-but captured. My command remained 
in active support of this battery all day. 

At 2 a. m. Sunday morning the regiment was ordered to march in 
pursuit of the enemy and in front of the advance guard, which position 
we promptly took and maintained. 

The particulars of this pursuit being so monotonous and so like those 
of every such expedition I deem a recapitulation unnecessary. Per- 
haps it will suffice to say that the regiment was on every occasion in 
its place satisfactorily performing #very assigned duty, and that we 
returned to camp late last evening with the other troops of the expedi- 
tion under your command. 

The precise number and names of the killed, wounded, and missing, 
not having been yet ascertained, will be furnished in an early commu- 
nication, 

Eespectfully submitted. 

Your most obedient servant, 

JNO. L. BOEAN, 

ColoneL 

General John McArthur, 

Commanding Sixth Divmon, Army of the MississvpigL 


B^ort of Col. John M. Oliver ^ Fifteenth MicMgan Infantry^ commanding 
Second Brigade^ including operations October 3-11. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, Sixth Division, 
Gamp near Corinth^ Miss.^ October 13, 1862, 

Sir : I have the honor to officially report the part taken by the Sec- 
ond Brigade of your division in the series of operations between 
Chewalla and Corinth, at the battle of Corinth, and the pursuit of the 
enemy to Eipley, the division being at first under command of Briga- 
dier-General McKean and afterward under command- of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral McArthur. I have made a report, embracing as concisely as possi- 
ble.the whole of its operations, and submit the same report to both of 
those officers. 
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According to orders received from your headquarters on Wednesday, 
2 p. m., October 1, 1 ordered out tlie rourteenth and Eighteenth Wiscon- 
sin Volunteers, who were busily moving their camps, and who 

had on that day furnished the grand guard for nearly our whole front. 
The officers and men fell promp tly into line and we marched for Ohe walla. 

At Alexander’s Cross-Eoads Captain Munch’s First Minnesota Bat- 
tery reported to me. I retained two 12-poun(ler howitzers, deeming 
that was all I could use to effect, and ordered the balance of the battery 
back. I reached the heights above Chewalla just before dark, and 
formed junction with the Fifteenth Michigan Volunteers, a regiment of 
my brigade that was gunrding that point, in connection with one com- 
pany of Tnclopendent Illinois Cavalry, Captain Ford commanding, who 
reported that their pickets had been fired upon and that the enemy 
were advancing in force. I accordingly placed my men in position, 
commanding both roads to Tiiscumbia Bottom, and at once ordered out 
Crri^’^nny B. Fourteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, under Captain Worden, 
with orders to feel vigorously for the enemy in the road 
and woods south of Chewalla ; the direction from which they were sup- 
posed to be advancing. At the same time I pushed forward a scouting 
party on the Bolivar road, and found such indications of the enemy 
from the cavalry reports as to induce me to change front. I therefore 
formed the Fourteenth and Eighteenth Eegiments Wisconsin Volun- 
teers in line of battle, supporting the two guns which commanded the 
Bolivar road and the open fieldinfront. Six .■!»mp;;idi-^'d*the Fifteenth 
Eegiment Volunteers, on the left o*' '.iii* I. in-, were so retired 

as to command the road lunning south to Tuscumbia Bottom. Four 
companies of the Fiii<‘v*uih llr-imv!)! Michigan Votunteers and two 
companies from the lhgliu*i*nih iiogiment Wisconsin Volunteers were 
posted as pickets around our entire line, under the supervision of Major 
Jackson, of the Ei^hiccnlh Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers, andOapt. 
John Q. Adams, Jbitteenth Eegiment ]Michigan Volunteers, and aU the 
former lines of pickets were ordered in. 

The idea of the cavalry and infantry at Chewalla seemed to be that 
the enemy were entirely on the road toward Kossuth. We therefore, 
at daybreak the next morning, October 2, scouted as far as the river, 
bui |■olm<i nothing, and destroyed the bridge. I also pushed a recon- 
naissance, starting at daybreak, with 20 cavalry, nearly to Young’s 
Bridge, on iln* !)Oli\ jr road, Major Jackson, of the Fi'jhh-i i.(h Eegi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, taking charge of the party. Two miles 
out on this road some cavalry were seen, which retired about 1 mile. 
Farther on they saw quite a large body of cavalry. Kot having the 
force to engage them, according to orders returned and reported what 
they had seen. 

One mile and a half in our rear, toward Corinth, an old road from 
Kossuth forks into the Chewalla road. I sent 20 cavalry down that road 
the same morning, under command pf Lieutenant King, to guard against 
being flanked by a force coming ux> that road. They went down the 
road for several miles j saw nothing, but heard drums toward Kossuth. 
They returned about 8 a. m. 1 then entirely withdrew my infantry 
pickets from toward Kossuth, leaving only the cavalry well out; sent 
the ambulances and baggage to the rear, and pushed a force of 20 in- 
fantry to the railroad and to the north of the road on the bottoms; 
drove in what appeared to be cavalry vedettes, but soon met with such 
vigorous resistance that we were driven back, having 2 men wounded. 
-Vrcoi>!ing to your order I then made disposition to retire to the forks 
of the road before spoken of, not at that time thinking that you desired 
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me to retire so far back as the cross-roads at Alexander’s. Sent the 
artillery and. two regiments to take position, reserving one regiment as 
rear guard to support the skirmishers, who were ordered to dispute 
the entire ground between the tw^o points. 

Company F, Fifteenth Michigan Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. 
James F. Adams, was deployed as skirmishers on the hill near Che- 
walla. They were attacked and driven off by a strong force of the 
enemy. At the edge of the woods on the next hill they were joined by 
Captain Jaquith, Company E, same regiment, who had with him a 
squad of pickets. F orming, they charged across the open space to the 
old house by Busbie’s, driving the enemy before them. At this point 
they could see a line of battle and one piece of artillery brought to the 
front against them, when, according to my order, they slowly retired. 

At this time I received a telegram from the general commanding 
and your order to fall back to Alexander’s Gross-Eoads, 3 miles nearer 
Corinth, which I did in excellent order, placing my howitzers in posi- 
tion and getting my lines formed so as to thoroughly command the 
road. My rear guard had a continual skirmish with the enemy up to 
within 2 miles of Alexander’s, where they held their ground. I then 
put out a strong body of pickets on all approaches. They were excel- 
lently posted and held by Lieutenant>Oolonel Ward, of the Fourteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers. 

I sent both cavalry and infantry to the Memphis and Charleston 
Eailroad, with orders* to scout up the road as far as possible and to ex- 
amine carefully for any evidence of bodies of the enemy having crossed 
the railroad. From them I received information that the enemy were 
passing down the railroad and across it about 4 miles up, which I at 
once communicated; The Eighteenth Wisconsin, Colonel Bouck com- 
manding, was then sent over to Smith’s Bridge to guard it, -and I as- 
sumed the authority of ordering them to destroy it if pressed and to 
retire to Corinth by the Smith’s Bridge road, disputing their way. The 
pickele on my front and left were undisturbed during the night, but 
those on the railroad (and a party that I had again sent up the road) 
reported bodies of men pouring' on and across the railroad track. I 
was anxious to cross Cane Creek Bottom with my howitzers and get 
them in a position which we could hold on the brow of the hill be- 
yond the railroad, as at that point we could have good range for onr 
guns and they could not place any artillery at short range to damage 
us. During the night the Sixteenth Wisconsin Eegiment, Major Eey- 
nolds commanding,' came up on the road to the bottom and detached 
two companies to assist onr skirmishers, and they did us good service. 
Brigadier-General McArthur came out with them, and in company with 
him I rode around the pickets. 

The 'Sixteenth Wisconsin, in obedience to orders, returned at daylight 
to their old-camp* About an hour and a half after they left our skir- 
mishers again became engaged. The enemy’s force being much stronger, 
they were driven in, obstinately contesting the ground. When the enemy 
came within sotq^ yards of our guns I advanced the Fourteenth 
Eegiment Wisconsin V^unteers, Colonel Hancock, and they in connec- 
tion with the howitzers drove them back smartly. 

. At this time I received your dispatch to retire across Cane Qreek if 
I could. I then sent word to Colonel Bouck, Eighteenth Eegiment 
Wisconsin Volunteers, to retire by the Smith’s Bridge road, and ordered 
the skirmishers to, maintain their deployments and to retire slowly when 
the bring of the howitzers should, cease. , . , - . 

disab^ It seems the axle-had cracked at 

23 R R— VOL xyn 
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Shiloh and been banded. The recoil had again broken it. I then sent 
to the rear the caissons of both pieces, attached the prolonge to the dis- 
abled piece, and drew it as far as the creek, when, the rope breaking, 
the piece was spiked and rolled into the water. Fifteen of the cavalry 
were sent to the wagon for axes after I had passed over the bridge the 
two regiments and the remaining gun, which had kept firing with great 
apparent eifect. The skirmishers held the ground while the cavalry 
destroyed the bridge, also felling a tree over the crossing at the side. 
The skirmishers then retired to the open ground across the bottom, 
covering themselves with what they could. 1 then took a position on 
the hill north of the railroad, which was a strong one and easy to hold 
against anything but an overwhelming force, though my order was to 
fall back. General McArthur coming up ordered me to hold the posi- 
tion at all hazards, and was kind enough to ride back for re-enforce- 
ments to prevent my being flanked. 

1 then had only some 500 men, one howitzer, and one rfames rifled 
gun (0-pounder), which had been sent to replace the disabled piece 
Skirmishers were relieved by others who covered our flanks and front. 
Skirmishers of some other command on our left were retired even back 
of our main line. We then commenced shelling the opposite lull and 
the destroyed bridge to prevent, if possible, its being rebuilt. In about 
fifteen minutes our skirmishers were again busily tuigaged, and soon 
the fire became general. The men were protected by the crest of the 
hill. In this way, under a terrible fire, we held the ground for over 
two hours. 

The Sixteenth Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers, Major Ke.\no]ds com- 
manding, then came up and were held as reserves. Soon after the 
Twenty-first Eegiment Missouri Volunteers, Colonel Moore command- 
ing, arrived and were formed in line of battle on our left. The order 
was then given to cease firing, as we had driven the enemy across the 
railroad and up the opposite hill with great slaughter and terrible ef- 
fect, scattering them like sheep. Three companies of the Sixteenth 
Eegiineur Wisconsin Volunteers were sent to the front to feel for the 
enemy in the dense woods on our right, but almost immediately came 
back of our lines. Colonel Baldwin’s brigade, of General Davies’ di- 
vision, sent to re-enforce us, came up in fine order, and at once two reg- 
iments were formed in line upon our left and one on our right. While 
Colonel Baldwin was getting into position General McArthur came up 
and directed the movements. Colonel Baldwin then threw out skir- 
mishers, who could not have advanced over 100 or 150 yards before they 
fell back rapidly to their own linc.s. n-norlbig bm- of battle against 
them. With the tried and steady Til Men’ll: i^egii.u in Michigan Volnii 
teers we successfully continued to hold our ground, although suffering 
severe loss, until the troops, both upon my right and left, being con- 
vinced that they were flanked, broke. I then ordered my two pieces 
to the rear and retired in good order, my command being increased to 
twice its number by those of regiments which had crowded between 
them. Twice we tried to rally and make a stand, but, with the excep 
tiori of my own line and the Seventh Eegiment Illinois, we wore unable 
to do so. 1 accordingly commenced falling back to your division, near 
Battery F. When we came near the rear of the camp of the Seven- 
teenth Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers I met that regiment coming to 
the front in good order. Colonel Doran said he was ordered to report 
to General McArthur or myself. li^Tot seeing General McArthur, 1 or- 
dered him to form in line of battle fronting to the northwest, so that we 
could form in rear of and support him. General McArthur then came 
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up and took charge of *tbe Seventeenth and Sixteenth Wisconsin and 
Twenty-first Missouri Yolunteers, and ordered me to retire with my 
command to you, near Battery F, which I did; reported and took posi- 
tion as ordered, and when ordered back to town the regiments of my 
brigade were properly in line and the ranks fuller than could liardly 
have been expected from us. 

Soon after arriving the First and Second Brigades were placed under 
General McArthur and crossed to the north of Major-General Eosecrans’ 
headquarters : formed into line, and remained until morning, when we 
w^ere marched to the rear of the seminary building, changed front, and 
formed columns of attack, and took positions in support of batteries 
and held them. My men were much exhausted by fatigue, having 
been engaged since Thursday in marching and continued skirmishing 
with the enemy. 

Saturday afternoon and evening we rested. 

I, as ordered by you, on Sunday morning at 2 o’clock again marched 
my four regiments, worn and wearied with four days’ continued con- 
flict, with the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Wisconsin Volunteers, Twenty- 
first jMissouri Volunteers, and Tenth Ohio Battery added to my com- 
mand, to re-enforce General McArthur, who had pushed a reconnais- 
sance to Alexander’s Cross-Eoads, with orders to assist him in pursuit 
of the enemy. We reported to General-McArth ur at Alexander’s Oross- 
Eoads at daybreak, took the advance of the pursuit until near Chewalla, 
when we were met by a flag of truce and detained. 

At Chewalla General McPherson taking the advance w^e followed 
and supported him the whole of the way to Eipley, men and ofi3.cers 
cheerfully and vigorously following the retreating foe, promptly and 
readily making disposition for combat when occasion seemed to de- 
mand. 

I would call your attention to the death of Captain Vanghn, Four- 
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers, who fell at the end of the old line of the 
enemy’s breastworks, nobly supported by Captain Harrison, of the same 
regiment. They steadily held the party of skirmishers on our right and 
front at the foot of the hill, where we had so long and fierce a fight on 
Friday. Captain Harrison lost a leg ; Captain Vaughn gave his life for 
his country ; First Lieut. Samuel A. Tinkham, Company B, Fourteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers, promoted for meritorious conduct at Shiloh, 
who was killed about the same time (Friday), deserves honorable men- 
tion for his services. Capt. Asa Worden, Company B, and First Lieut. 
E. F. Ferris, Company A, also of Fourteenth Eegiment Wisconsin Vol- 
unteers, particularly distinguished for their coolness and bravery, were 
wounded while in the active discharge of their duties. 

Lieut. James F. Adams, Fifteenth Michigan Volunteers, bold and 
vigorous, held the skirmishers under his command on the left of our 
line with the same vigor and energy that before Chewalla, with his 
handful of men, he drove back the enemy’s line, until, wounded, he was 
forced to retire. The thanks and condolence of our whole army should 
be given to the families of these officers. 

Lieut John Stewart, of the Fifteenth Eegiment Michigan Volunteers, 
although slightly wounded, remained with his command during the two 
days’ battle and for a day and a half during the pursuit. His example 
was a good one for his brother officers. 

Second Lieut. P. Casserly, Company C, Fifteenth Eegiment Michigan 
Volunteers, deseiwes honorable mention for his care of that and Com- 
pany F and his strenuous endeavors to rally the men when we were 
falling back. 

I regret to say that Captain Farrell, Company O, Fifteenth Michigan 
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Yolunteersy the only officer who (jame under notice of myself uud staff 
as ■''‘‘"hr: '■ do his best, ne^sflected to do his duty at that tryiii<>* time. 

I ■■ -Colonel McDermott, of the Fifteenth lie^inieut Michigan 
Volunteers, his officers and men, deserve the highest praise. All but 
one did their whole duty — for six days continually under arms, skir- 
mishing against a whole army. 

You could not with justice particularize individuals. All worked 
effectively, even our cliaplaiu, Father Brady, respected and beloved by 
all his flock, both Catholic and Protestant, for his kindness and good 
offices, was with me under the hottest fire, and volunteered to go for 
ammunition, and, when brought up, 1 think helped to give it out. 

Colonel Hancock and his regiment, the Fourteenth Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, there was no discount on. Always steady, cool, and vigorous, 
this regiment was the one to rely upon in any emergency. Though suf- 
fering more loss than any regiment in the command, they inainraiued 
their lines and delivered their lire with all the coolness and ])recisioiL 
which could have been maintained upon drill. 

Colonel Bouck, cool and sagacious, with his gallant Eighteenth Itegi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, while with us did most effectual servi(*"e 5 
was detached to guard Smith’s Bridge, which he afterward, by order, 
des( roved, and brought his command into the division in excellent order. 

Capxain Ford and his company of cavalry were in the saddle night 
and day. Zealous and fearless, officers and men alike seemed desirous 
of doing, and did do, their duty. 

The section of First Minnesota Batteiy, under command of Second 
Lieutenant Clayton, was well served, and did great axiparont execution. 
The manner in which he handled his pieces elicited the commendation 
of all who saw him. 

Six companies of the Eighteenth Eegiment Missouri Volunteeis had 
been sometime since detached to guard the railroad some miles towarcl 
Bethel, and the remaining four companies, under command of Captain 
Ault, joined us when we fell back to your division. This battalion’, to- 
gether with tbe Twenty-first Eegiment Missouri Volunteers and th(^ Six- 
teenth and Seventeentli Begiments Wisconsin Volunteers, wan e under 
my command during the pursuit of the enemy. To the officers and men 
of these regiments I tender my hearty ai-knowledgmcnds foi- their 
prompt obedience to all orders. 

To my personal .staff* great praise is due. Lieut: James ( 1 . McBride, 
acting iuljuiar.r, was oi‘ great use in the operations before Corinth arul 
in the pursuit of the enemy. Active and industrious, all regretted that, 
through sickness, he was unable to be with ns during the wliolc time. 
Lieut. Frederick S. Hutchinson, acting brigade quartermaster, was on 
the field actingin all and by his conspidous gallantry en- 

deared himself to all. ; '.n - 1 '.srii* intelligent- prompt, and cheerful obedi- 
ence to every order I desire to tender my sincere thanks to tlie ollicers 
and men of my entire command. 

To the Second Brigade of your division is the honor due oi* (-heetking 
the advance of the rebel host for a whole day, and by their bitter figlii 
on Friday forenoon enabling other di\isions to take their positioms, 
forcing the enemy to V.\.\i 1 which soon destroyed their and 

changed a line army, i v n l» the anticipation of a speedy victory, 

into a Hying, disorganized mob, wild with defeat and Irantic wutli terror. 

With miioh respect, I am, your' olx^dient servant, - , 

JOM]N M. ULIVEK, 

(Joloml Fifteenth MivhUjait In/ty. Vofs:, Heeimd liriy, 

Chpt. J, Bai;es Dickson, . . ■' ’ ; 

' ' A ii.^i infant ‘\fiuifunt-Gtficrai. Sh fh ]>irhion. ' ' ^ 
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Report of Lieut -GoL John McBermott^ Fifteenth Mieliig^an Infantr}}^ in- 
. oluding^operatioriH October 3--12. . . 


- HEAIkQUAETEES FIFTEENTH MiGHIG-AN iNPANlESy, r 
.. Corinth^ Misa.y October . 1862. 

Sir : In- obedience to -General Orders, Xo. 126, I bave tbe honor to 
report to you the part the Fifteenth Michigan Infantry took in the late 
battle at Oorinth,- and also the pursuit of the enemy : 

We were stationed at Chewalla, a small post some 9 miles from 
Corinth on the Memphis and Charleston -Eailroad. Attached to us was 
a company of cavalry, commanded by Captain Ford, whicE was kept 
on duty night and day. -We were on the alert,- our men engaged night 
and day on picket duty, building breastworks, &fc. . - 

On -Tuesday, the 1st instant,- from information received, I was in^ 
formed- that ' a large bodj^-of the enemy was advancing some 8 miles- 
from PocahontaSr I immediately reported the same to headquarters, 
and advaneed-ourpiekets and sent forward our cavalry scouts to ascer- 
tain, if possible^ their force and report-. They reported a large body 
of cavalry and- infantry -advancing. I immediately reported to head- 
quarters, packed up all baggage and property belonging to tbe United 
States, and' sent our trains Ibrward on the Corinth road. 

- On Wednesday, the 2d instant, our scouts were driven in, wounding 
I man and 2 horses. I then-reported the facts to headquarters, and 
asked' for re-enforcements,- which was promptly responded to by send- 
ing two regiments* jaud tw-oiheees of artillerj’’, -under -command of Col. 
«T. M; Oliver^ commanding Second Brigade.- He arrivedrabout sundown 
and^ assumed command.- Uuring the whole afternoon our scouts -and 
pickets ’were engaged in skirmishing, falling -back slowly and contest- 
ing every foot of the way. - - " 

About 10* prm^-we were ordered to fall back to an elevated position 
about ! mile ‘from Chewalla, where we formed line of battle, -still keep- 
ing our |)^ietets and line of skirmishers out. There we rested on our 
arms all night. - -- - 

" -About 5 o’clock on -the morning of 3d our advance pickets and those 
of -the' enemy came in collision at the Tuscumbia, they driving'^our 
picketS'baek td Chewalla, wounding 2 men and 2 horses.- -Wehad four 
cOmiiaBies out sMifmishers*.-* We were then ordered to fall back to* 
th^ ‘jilhetiotrof the road'knbwn as -the old- Smith- road. There learned 
that a large force of the enemy was fast approaching. We were-thCn- 
ordered to fall back to the road- known-as Ales^andeFs roadj where-we 
arrived about S-p.'-m.Vpur^skiVmishers still -eontesting every foot of the 
way. were ordered to support one piece of artil- 

lery^^f'SentbUt two- companies a> skmm'idicis for the -night- and rested 


About 5 o’clock the next morning the tiring was renewed between 
our pickets and those of tbe eneniyr*^Our piece of artillery, after firing 
17 rounds, was ordered to fall bai€|k, ,\^ich it did. About ten minutes 
afterward we were ordered to fall back, which we did in good order, 


spofai^ar thA.Meippbis/;and^CM?:J^^ 
ton Eailroa^amvA^f abqut .8,1,5 a. We Qr(Jerecl into 
line to support two pieces of artillery — the Kansas [Minnesota] First — 
whicj^iw^didt: daring ftte forenqon:'tbe.en6my:^ee^ded the hill 

on.doabliC-quack aojd^twiCie they were gallantly repulsed and driven back. 
^^^We.^st6p-^.fheye;upd^^^ ho^ %e.unt3l about 4p. m., whep the gpn on 
hWf T^iVhtVaVft wavTor want 6i ammunition, causing the re^ment on 
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the right as well as on the left of ns to fall back. After retiring some 
200 paces we rallied, and by the aid of Captain Clark, assistant adju- 
tant-general to General Eosecrans, I succeeded in forming line with the 
Fifteenth Michigan and a portion of the Fourteenth Wisconsin, and 
after a spirited contest was forced to fall back to the camp of the 
Seventeenth Wisconsin, when we again rallied and formed line, A 
spirited contest ensued. The enemy was nobly repulsed at this point. 
We were then ordered to fall back to the seminary to the support of a 
battery at that point, which we did in good order. On arriving there 
we were ordered to the right of the city to support a battery there. On 
arriving there we formed line and rested on our arms for the night. 

About 4 o^clock next morning (the 5th) the enemy opened on us a 
hot fire — shell, shot, &c. About 8 o’clock we were ordered back to the 
seminary, where we remained the balance of the day. 

About 7 p. m. we were ordered to be ready to march next morning at 
3 o’clock, with three days’ rations, in pursuit of the enemy. We did so, 
following them in close pursuit by way of Ohewalla, Tuscumbia, Hat- 
chie, and Eipley (taking many prisoners and some arms and equipage), 
where we arrived on the 10th, and were ordered back to Corinth, where 
we arrived on the night of the 12th in good order. 

We lost in killed, wounded, and missing the following, viz: Killed, 
13 ; wounded, 29, and missing, 8. 

I would most i‘r<i»r(*i Ailly recommend to the favorable notice of the 
department the following-named officers, who have nobly distinguished 
themselves during the four days’ engagement in rallying and stimulat- 
ing their men. Their conduct was such as to do honor to themselves 
as well as to the department, viz, Capt. E. F. Farrell, commanding Com- 
pany 0 5 Capt. A, B. Jaquith, commanding Company B ; Lieut. John 
Q. Adams, commanding Company H; Lieut. J. F. Adams, commanding 
Company Fj Lieut. William J-* St. Clair, commanding Company Aj 
Lieut. Moses A. La Point, commanding Company B; Lieut. John 
Stewart, commanding Company D ; Lieut. John Edwards, commanding 
Company 1 5 Lieut. Charles Barnaby, r.'.r '■any K; Lieut. 

Erastus A. Pratt, Company D 5 Lieu;. V . - \ 1 ; , Company Cj 

Lieut. John Bell, Company H5 and also William Lowndes, of Company 
I, who, when the enemy took possession of the battle-field, saw the colors 
of the Fourteenth Wisconsin lying on the ground among the enemy, 
dashed in, and carried them away from the field with him. Also our 
color-bearers, Eobert A. Johnson and Silas Plaoaway, who were the 
last to leave the hard-fought field, with our colors proudly floating over 
them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant. 

J. McDBEMOTT, 

Ideut CoLj Comdg. Mftemth Michigan Infantry Volunteers, 

Maj. G^n. W, S. Boseobaks, Commanding Forces at Corinth, 


Ko. 97. 

Shorts' of Col. Marcellus M, Crocker^ Thirteenth Iowa Infantry^ comma/rid- 
ing Third BrigadCy including operations October 3-12. 

•Headquarters Third Brioadb, Sixth Division, 
Camp near Corinth^ Miss,^ October 13, 1862. 

. T thft honor to reoort the part taken by the Third Brigade 
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in the battle of Corinth and its subsequent movements in pursuit of the 
retreating enemy ; 

About 5 o’clock on the morning of the 3d instant the brigade formed, 
two regiments (the Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa Volunteers) in line 
of battle facing the west, and the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Iowa Volun- 
teers in close column by division in rear of the line. The regiments 
remained in that position, with skirmishers deployed in front, receiving 
an occasional cannon-shot, until about 3 o’clock, when the division on 
the right having fallen back, a change of front was ordered. The Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth were then formed in line of battle perpendicular 
to the first line and the Eleventh and Thirteenth in close column by 
division in the rear. 

In this position the brigade remained until about 4 p. m., when orders 
were again received to again change front so as to connect the right of 
the brigade with the left of General Davies’ division, its left to rest in 
direction of Battery E. After the execution of this order had been 
commenced notice was received ftom General McKean that the divis- 
ion was to move back inside the inner fortifications, and an order re- 
ceived that the Eleventh and Thirteenth Eegiments form in line of 
battle a quarter of a mile in the rear of the line formed by the Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth, in front of and parallel to the road over which the artil- 
lery of the division must pass, and the brigade to protect the movements 
of the rest of the division and the artillery. « 

The execution of the order to move back had just commenced when 
the enemy, in greatly superior force, attacked the front line — the Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth. The ofacers and men of these regiments, acting 
with signal determination and bravery, not only held the enemy in 
check, but drove him back, and held their position until notice was re- 
ceived that the artillery had passed safely to the rear, when they were 
ordered to fall back and form in line of battle on the right of the second 
line, which they did in good order, the enemy declining to follow. This 
engagement lasted three-quarters of an hour : the firing was incessant, 
and the regiments, especially the Fifteenth, sufiered severely. 

I deem it my especial duty to particularly mention Lieutenant-Colonel 
Belknap, who commanded the Fifteenth Begiment. This regiment was 
under the hottest fibre, and Colonel Belknap was everywhere along the 
line, mounted, with sword in hand, encouraging by voice and gesture 
his men to stand their ground. 

Lieut. Col. Addison H. Sanders, who commanded the Sixteenth, is 
entitled to great praise. He rode along the line of his regiment amid 
the storm of bullets, encouraging his brave boys who had so lately suf- 
fered at luka to remember their duty, and, although severely wounded, 
remained with his regiment until it marched off the field. 

Majors Otmningham, of the Fifteenth, and Purcell, of the Sixteenth, 
did their whole duty, and conducted themselves with great bravery. 

Two companies of the Thirteenth Iowa — Company A, in command of 
Captain Kennedy, and Company G, in command of Captain Walker — 
had before the engagement commenced been deployed as skirmishers. 
The advance of the enemy drove them in. They were ordered to form 
on the left of the. Fifteenth Iowa. They formed in good order, fighting 
like veterans, retiring, under their brave commanders, without confu- 
sion when ordered to do so. 

The artillery of the division having passed the brigade followed m 
good order. On arriving inside the fortMcations we took position, the 
Fifteenth Iowa in line of battle in rear of and to the right of the battery 
commanded by Captain Phillips, First Infantry 5 the Sixteenth in the 
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rearofaud ir- rifth-Ohio Battery, wliicli was in position 

outlie left r'liiiip'''' battery; five companies of tlie Eleventh 

Eepm'ent, in command of Major Abercrombie, in line of battle, support- 
ing rlu‘ First Minnesota Battery in iiositioii still on the left of the Fifth 
Ohio Battery ; the Thirteenth Iowa and live companies of the Eleventh 
ill rear of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth in close column by division as a 
reserve. At night live companies of the Thirteenth Iowa, in command 
of Major Van Hosen, were sent into the woods in front of our position 
as a grand guard. 

Thus we remained during the night aud until the battle Iiad com- 
menced on the morning of the 4th, when live companies of the Eleventh 
Iowa, as also the five companies of the Thirteenth Iowa, were relieved, 
and nie''(‘ r(‘gii»umts formed- in line of battle, the Eleventh in the rear 
of the Fifreenth and the Thirteenth in rear of the Sixteenth. In this 
position theb:'i‘^;uh-‘i‘i'iMi!*;‘d d- the day, remvin9‘ occasional shots 
from cannon and the enemy’s sharpshooters in the woods in 

front. 

Captain Smith, of Compnv.y A, Sixteenth Iowa, having built tempo- 
rary breastworks to the right of the Fifth Ohio . f-. biml which 

he placed his company, kept up a spirited skin ii<li iln* cnemy^s 
sharpshooters and did effective service. 

During the day the enemy made two efitbrts to approach our position, 
by coming up # ravine, which sheltered them from the heavy guns of 
Captain Phillips’ fort, but were driven back by the Fifth Ohio Battery, 
under command of Lieutenant Marsh, a very brave and competent 
officer. 

At daylight on the 5th the brigade started in pursuit of the retreat- 
ing enemy, and continued the pursuit until ilie e\(Miing of the 8th in- 
stant, when, after resting one day, orders were received to return to 
Coiinth with two ,\\\.} (o leave two regiments to come back 

with T>: Ji:a(]irr-Geii- :‘.ii 

At diiN liglir on the of the 10th I started to Oorinth with the 

Thirteenth and Sixteenth, If.iviiig the Eleventh and Fifteenth, under 
the command of Lieutenant rolouel ilail. of the Eleventh, to return with 
General McPherson. We mu-clied back to Corinth* in less than two 
days, without any unusual occurrence. The Eleventh and Fifteenth 
arrived one day later. ■ , , 

During the movements the Eleventh Iowa was under command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hall; the Thirteenth under Lieut. Gol. John Shane; 
the Fifteenth, after the d..\ and during ilio pursuit, under command 

of Colonel Eeid, and the ^■i\i^‘enth, ;il'r(r ilio lirsr day, under Major Pur- 
eelL • ' . ■ . . , 

The brigade, during the protraeted\movements of the battle and pur- 
suit, encountering OAery 1: iruNliip and pii\ail():i incidenl to such cam- 
paigning, behaved with giv:i. ibriinide. f!U-eringev(tiy ikingi i-.Miti li..iil 
ship phoerfnby : and 1 acknowledge niy obligation lo'all the lield (diieers 

i'iH' thr.r eli.'i lal. hearty, and intelligent co-operation. 

• CoL H. T. Eeid, ol' llic Filtventh l(»wa, thotrgh prostrated by illness 
and unable to-be in the field during the' day’s engag(*meni. on the 
second day left his sick b6d, joined ‘his comma mL and, though unaliie to 
ride his horse,' remained with his regiiiiont, traveling in an ambulance 
until the pur-iiit was abandoned. ....... 

I must nut fail to 'merition the renewed obligations under which I 
rest to my adjutant, James Wilson, who during the whole time of the 
battle and i>;irsuit was lireless in the discharge of every duty — always 
at his post, always brave, always reliable. 'r. , ' . . . 
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Lieutenant Lanstrum, of the Fifteenth Iowa, who acted as-aide, de- 
ported himself as a good and faithful soldier. 

The loss of the brigade occurred principally in the engagement on the 
Sd instant, the Fifteenth suffering most. The killed, wounded, and 
missing are as follows, namely : Killed, 14; wounded, 110, and missing, 
22. Total,T4(3.* A list of which, together with the reports of the reg- 
imental commanders, is herewith- submitted. 

Eespectfully, vour obedient servant, 

M. M. OEOOKEE, 
Colonel. Gommandinq Th ird Briqade. 

Gapt. W. T. Olaek, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. . . . 


Heabquaeters Third Beig-ade, • ^ 
Camp near Go^'hftGi^ 2Iiss,^ October lb, 

I have the honor to report the part taken by the Third. Brigiide lii 
the pursuit of the enemy subsequent to the battle of Cbriiith : 

During the battle of Corinth, on October 3 and 4 and until the night 
of the 5th, during the pursuit of the retreating enemy, this brigade was 
under command of Brigadier-General McKean (diyisioh commander). 

. On the evening of the 5th, when near the Tiiscumbia Eiver, Briga- 
dier-General McArthnr assumed theoommand, and, night approaching, 
we were ordered shortly afterward to encamp, which we did about 1^ 
miles east of the Tuscumbia, encamping in the woods on the south side 
of the road. Stacking arms, the Eleventh and Thirteenth .Iowa in line 
of battle, the Fifteenth' and Sixteenth Iowa on the Tight and left ffank-s 
in rear of the line in close column by division, guards and pickets were 
placed on our, front and rear. 

At'daylightr on the morning of the 6th orders were received to march 
in pursuit of the enemy, our position being in advance of the division. 
After many delays t© permit the removal - of obstructions In the road 
caused by the wagons and- caissons abandoned bythe^uem 3 ", we reached 
the Hatchie Eiver at Crum’s Ford about 1 p. m. The- bridge at this, 
point having been burned by the enemy, some time was required to re- 
build it. ‘ ~ - 

At 0 o’clock that evening we resumed the march, and, crossing the 
Hatchie, encamped for the night about 9‘p. m. G miles west of this 
river, forming the Eleventh and Thirteenth ‘in line perpendicular to the 
road, the Fifteenth and -Sixteenth, as before, in close column by divis- 
ion on either flank, placing pickets on- the roads connecting with our 
line of march. 

“On tbemorning of the 71^, daylight, -we were again ordered to 
march forward, our position being in the rear of the artillery and of the 
division. About 12 o’clock, d?he forcesuuder General McPherson having 
come up with and attacked the enemy’s rear guard, we were orde3?ed-to 
form line oL battle im support of the batteries of the division, the Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth- lowa in linedH rear of the batteries and the-Elev- 
enth and Thirteenth Iowa in dose column by division as a reserve on 
the right and left flanks. ■ We remained in this position until 3 o’oloek, 
when we were ordered to resume the march, and that night encamped 
about^2J miles north:bf Eipley, drawn up-“in line in the rear of General 
l^cPhetson^S di^usioflc * ‘ * > - 

^ .i - i — ■ r - . — --r: ^ ^ 
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About 2 o’clock on the afternoon of the 8th, there being no water in 
the vicinity, we were ordered to move on a road to the right of our pre- 
vious line of march, and after reaching a point 3 miles southwest of 
Eipley, encamped for the night near a running stream. 

On October 10, the troops having rested one day, I received orders 
from General McArthur to return to Corinth with two regiments of my 
command, leaving two to return with General McPherson. Accord- 
ingly, at 5 a. m. of this day, 1 moved toward Corinth with the Thir- 
teenth and Sixteenth Iowa, leaving the Eleventh and Fifteenth Iowa, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, with orders to report to 
General McPherson. That night we reached the Hatchie River at 6 
o’clock. Resumed our march at daylight on the r."inrn'*r‘T the 11th, 
and arrived at our present encampment, in the re:h i D and E, 
shortly after noon of that day. 

I have no loss to report during these movements, my men returning 
in excellent condition. 

The Eleventh and Fifteenth Iowa arrived at this camp on the even- 
ing of the 12th. 

Respectfully, 

M. M. CROCKER, 
Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade. 

Oapt. J. Bates Dickson, 

Asmtant Adjutant- General, 


No. 98. 

Report of Lieut. Col John Shane^ Thirteenth Iowa Infantry., including 
operations October 3~11. 

Hdqbs. Thirteenth Reg-t. Iowa Ineantby Yols., 
Ca^np neav Corinth^ ilfm., October 12, 1802. 

I respectfully submit the following as a report pf the part taken by 
the Thirteenth Regiment Iowa Infantry in the battle of Corinth and 
the pursuit which followed it : 

On the morning of Friday, October 3, the regiment, in obedience to 
orders from brigade headquarters, was formed in line of battle on its 
color-line at daybreak, and immediately marched to Battery F, one of 
the outer lines of fortilications, situated a half mile south of the Che- 
walla road, where it took position to the left of the Eleventh Iowa. In- 
fantry, which was posted to the left and rear of the battery. The 
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Iowa formed in column en echelon in rear ol 
tbe Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa. Here the Thirteenth rested until 
the advance of the enemy along the Chewalla road necessitated a change 
of front, which was enecred by deploying the Fifteenth and Sixteenth 
Iowa into line on a ridge parallel with the Chewalla road, while the 
Thirteenth was ployed into column by division in rear of the Sixteenth 
and to the right of the Eleventh Iowa. As the enemy continued to 
advance, I was ordered to send two comi>auies forward as skirmishers 
to cover the i)osition occupied by the brigade, and Company A, Cap- 
tain Kennedy, and Company G, Captain Walker, were deployed ac- 
cordingly. 

At this time the enemy began shelling the ridge on which we were 
posted, and to avoid injury from iheir lire I deployed the regiment into 
line. Here we remained until the artillery which it had been deter- 
mined to send from its position to the inner line of fortifications had 
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been withdrawn (Colonel Crocker being in the front in personal com- 
mand of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Iowa), when we received orders 
directly from General McKean, commanding the division, to fall back, 
in order to cover the retirement of the artillery. 

We fell back accordingly nearly a quarter of a mile, where we again 
formed into line of battle on the crest of a ridge. During the time that 
we were thus falling back the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Iowa and Com- 
panies A and G, of the Thirteenth, which had been deployed as skir- 
mishers, had a severe engagement with the enemy, who made a charge 
upon the hill the Fiiteenth and Sixteenth occupied. Simultaneously 
with the repulse of the enemy in that charge Companies A and G re- 
joined the regiment in excellent order, and the Fifteenth and Sixteenth, 
under the immediate command of Colonel Crocker, coming at the same 
time, the Thirteenth marched with the brigade without interruption to 
the inner line of fortifications, where it took position to right and rear 
of Battery Phillips. Kight then put an end to further operations that 
day. Five companies of the regiment, under command of Major Van 
Hosen, were sent out as pickets and were not relieved until 9 o’clock 
the next morning, when they rejoined the regiment. 

Just before daybreak on Saturday morning I moved the regiment to 
the left and rear of Battery Phillips, where it remained during the 
whole of the day, acting as support to the battery. After the failure 
to capture Battery Eobinett a body of rebels attempted to charge Bat- 
ter.y Phillips, when the Thirteenth was drawn up to receive them, but 
they were soon scattered by the fire of our artillery. 

On Sunday morning the regiment started in pursuit of the enemy. 
That night encamped on Tuscumbia Eiver, the next night beyond the 
Hatchie, and then continued march to a point 3 miles west of Eipley, 
from whence returning without having encountered the enemy or meet- 
ing with any incident worthy special mention we arrived at Corinth at 
noon on Saturday, October 11. 

In the battle of Friday, October 3, Companies A and G, which were 
the only companies of the Thirteenth actually engaged, lost 1 killed 
and 14 wounded, a list of whom I forward with this report. 

I take pleasure in saying that the officers and men of those compa- 
nies behaved in a highly creditable manner, and that the rest of the 
regiment, though they did not discharge a musket, were almost con- 
stantly under fire, and conducted themselves as well as any soldier 
could desire. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JNO. SHANE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Thirteenth Iowa Infantry, 

Lieut. James Wilson, 

Acting Assistamt Adjutant-Oeneral, 


No, 99. 

Be^ort of Lieut, Col. William W. Belknap^ Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, 

Hdqes. Fifteenth Eeg-t. Iowa Yol. Infantry, 

Camp near Corinth^ Miss., October 16. 1862, 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report as to the part 
taken by the Fifteenth Eegiment of Iowa Volunteer Infantry in the battle 
near Corinth on Friday, October 3 : 

The regiment, under the command of Col. H. T. Eeid, arrived with 
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the Third r>ri;>MfLO from luka on the afternoon of the 2(1 and went into 
camp near the fort designated as Battery F. 

At daylight on the morning of the 3d \v(* were ordered to fall into line, 
and theVegiment, niider the command of the i:!id(‘rsi^m‘/': (Colonel Reid 
being sick and unable to assume command), marched to a position nearer 
the battery above named. On halting the Eleventh and Thirteenth 
were formed in line of battle fronting west, the Eleventh on the right 
and the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Iowa formed in close column by di\ is- 
ion, tlie first in rear of the Eleventh and the last in rear of the Thir- 
teenth Iowa. Shortly after this disposition the liring in front, in which 
the Second Brigade was engaged, became general, and as the> fell back 
the front of the Third Brigade (Crocker’s) was « the Fifteenth 

and Sixteentli Iowa forming into line of battle at right angles to the 
previous line norlh and the Eleventh and Thirteenth formed in 

close column by (iiM.<io;i in the rear. While her(3 two companies of 
the Thirteenth Iowa were sent as skirnd^liersto the front, and aii order 
was given to change front, with tin* h^ft ol‘ the division resting on Bat- 
tery E and the right on the left of the Second Division (Davies’). This 
order wtis being executed by the Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa> and by 
the artillery i . -v Battery F and was about to bo executed by 

the Fifteenth ..**■1 , when the skirmishers fell back before the 

enemy and the two n r^'inained in line of battle to ])rote(5t the 

formation of the nev ’■!.< aiMi\» named. In a few moments (it being 
about 3 o’clock) the enemy came regularly on in line of battle;, their left 
appearing through the thick underbrush to be nearly opiiosite ihe right 
of the Fifteenth and the left of the Sixteenth. The u^ginumi was or- 
dered by me not to lire until the enemy came near enough to be easily 
distinguished. This order was obeyed. Both fired at the same instant 
and both in full volleys, ours being promptly given and that of the 
enemy with less regularity. Our men fell back a few steps for an in- 
stant, reloaded, and from the first fought like, veterans. For threi^.-quar- 
ters of an hour they contended with an immensely superior force, and 
when the order was given by Col. M. M. Ci'ocker, biigad** tiommander 
(who was on the field, in the immediate vicinity of the Ti dccnl 1:. l hrough- 
out the action), to fall back to effect a union witlf the new line, it had 
to be frequently repeated before it wms obeyed, and the tenacity and 
r-'fl’v.r-h’iig coaia-^ ' ilh which the men of my regiment clung to tlunv 
. .!■ : I:,- ‘a-i i!; ^-iwes especial mention. The new line wms formed 

promptly and in perfect order, and the first day’s fight was over. 

1 cannot too highly commend the bravery and courage of the ofiujers 
and men of the regiuient, and am convinced that had the wiiole brigade 
been together in the fight the repulse of the enemy w’oiild have been 
complete on that part of the field. 

The loss of the regiment was heavy. Out of about 350 men engaged 
our loss was 11 killed (among them 3 officers), 05 Avounded,^ and 8 

• . . : • . ^ of the gallant and lamented dead have the proud satis- 

faction of knowing that their lives were patriotically given to their 
country, and that their comrades, who loved them while living, will 
cherish their memory now that they are gone.’ 

The three officers killed (First Lien tei mill El dredge of Company K, 
and Second Lieutenants Kinsman (if Oompauj’ C, and Catlicart of Com- 
pany G) were .g ila-, best in the service. Though. \ ming — - 
less in fight aini ■!■ \ .>,*' I'to duty — their loss can hardly be oveicome. 
Ft • .• .jV; Aiii:, their conduct on the field', I can truly say they 

But see reviBetUst-aitcmejifc,' i>. 17<>. * ’ ' 
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did tlieir duty well ; none could have done it better. We mourn their loss 
as that of those who lived the lives and died the deaths of true soldiers. 

The officers whose gallant conduct came under my especial observa- 
tion were Major Cunningham and Adjutant PomuU 5 Captain Kittle 
:and Lieutenant Wbitenack, of Company A 5 Lieutenant Wilkins, of Com- 
l>any B ; Captain Seevers, of Comi^any C 5 Captain Madison and Lieu- 
tenant Porter, of Company D ; Lieutenant Eogers, of Company E ; 
Lieutenant Throckmorton, of Company F ; Captain Hanks, of Company 
G, and Lieutenants Miller and King, of Com])any I. Others doubtless 
did as well, but those referred to were noticed by myself. 

Major Cunningham throughout the contest rallied the men and 
cheered on the regiment, and, though quite severely wounded, remained 
with the regiment to the close. 

Of the staff officers, Assistant Surgeon Gibbon and Quartermaster 
- Higley, and of the non-commissioned staif, Sergeant-Major Brown, who 
was wounded, and Commissary Sergeant Elliott have my thanks for 
services promptly rendered in their departments. 

Color- Corporal Black, of Company E, had charge of the colors, and 
commanded applause by his great gallantry. Clinging to the standard 
he only gave it up when severely wounded, at which time Color-Cor- 
poral Wells, of Company I, took the flag as it was falling and bore it 
bra\'ely through the remainder of the ffght. 

During the action of the 4th the regiment, under the command of 
Colonel Eeid, w^as ])laced in position to support the fort from which 
the artillery of Captain Phillips was served with such terrible effect, 
and while there had 2 men wounded. 

The Fifteenth Kegiment Iowa Volunteers has thus again given the 
blood of many of its best and bravest to the cause of the Union, and 
Avhile for their gallant conduct on the field of Corinth the officers and 
men of the regiment have my thanks, they have merited and will re- 
r eeive the grateful approbation of the people of Iowa and of the nation. 

I am, very vespectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. W. BELKKAP, 

Lieut CoL\ Comdg, Mfteentli Eegt Iowa Yoh Infantry, 

Liexit. James Wilson, A, A. G., Th^d BHgade^ bixth Diviaion, 


No. 100. . - 

■ ’ ’ Eeport of Maj. William Furcell^ Sixteenth loioa Infanp^,^ 

Hdqrs. Sixteenth Eegt. Iowa Vol. LnfanI'ry, 
Gamp near Corinth^ Miss.^^-Odioher 13, 1802. 
Sir: I have the hdfior to make the following report of the part' taken 
by the Sixteenth Eegiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry in the late battle 
t of Corinth on October 3 and 4, and also in the subsequent pursuit of 

the 'enemy': ’ ■ / 

At daylight on the morning of the 3d the Sixteenth Iowa; undernom- 
mand of Lieut; Col. Addison H. Sanders, was formed upon the color- 
line of the regiment and immediately afterward marched by orders 
frehLOoJbnel Crbeker Info position on" the left and in the rear of the 
Thirteenth Eegiment Iowa Infantry,, which regiment, with tlie.Eleyenth 
Iowa, was in line pf to support Fort F. The Sixteenth" was 

formed in close column by division. lu^ consequence*. of the movements 
. of the enemy the position, and, with 
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the Fifteenth Iowa on the left, formed in line of battle at a right angle 
to, the line of the Eleventh and Thirteenth. Subsequently the Eleventh 
and Thirteenth were formed in rear of this new line in close column 
by division. In this position we remained until the Second Brigade fell 
back, and the batteries with the Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa being 
ordered to the rear to form a line oblique to the one then held by us, we 
remained in position to cover this movement, and were under the im- 
mediate command of Colonel Crocker when the enemy drove in our 
skirmishers and charged furiously up the hill upon which the Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth were posted. This charge was repulsed, and after hold- 
ing the enemy in check and severely pnn'Miinghim were ordered to fall 
back upon the new line. The movements of the batteries and of the 
rest of the brigade having been effected, the Sixteentli was ordered, in 
company with the Fifteenth, to retire, which they did slowly and in 
good order, rejoining the rest of the brigade, remaining there until or- 
dered to retire with the batteries to the inner when the 

Fifteenth was ordered into line on the left of Fort Phillips and in the 
rear and for .the support of the Fifth Ohio Battery. In this position we 
remained that night. 

During the fight this day Lieutenant-Colonel Sanders was severely 
wounded in the thigh and had his horse shot in several places, but re- 
tained command until the regiment was ordered to the inner line of 
fortifications, when he retired to have his wounds dressed, and the com- 
mand devolved upon me. 

On the morning of the 4th the Sixteenth retained its position in sup- 
port of the Fifth Ohio Battery, throwing forward, under cover of tem- 
porary breastworks, Company A, under command of Captain Smith, to 
engage the enemy’s sharpshooters. While in support of the battery 3 
of our men were wounded by the sharpshooters of the enemy. 

Permit me to say while at this i)oint that the officers and men are 
entitled to great credit, and their superior officers and their State may 
well be proud of them. They did their whole duty in the engagement 
of Friday. They displayed ^'eat courage in reforming the regiment in 
the presence of the enemy and seemed willing to engage them again. 

I regret to say that Lieut. Louis Bunde, of Company E, acted in a 
disgraceful manner by leaving the field during the early part of the en- 
gagement. After the regiment was ordered out on Friday he was placed 
in command of Company I, but some time before the firing commenced 
he was missing and was not heard of until next day. 

I noticed with pleasure the courage and bravery displayed by the 
color-sergeant, Samuel Duffin, Company F. He stood waving the colors 
and the men both by actions and words. He was the last 

to le . ■ I !■ “■ and bore the colors away with him while the missiles 
of death flew thick and fast around him. 

The color-corporals, McElhany, of Company E ; H. B. Bighnoy, of 
Company H, and J. Kuhn, of Company C, also'deserve mention for their 
gallant conduct. 

I herewith append a list of tlie casualties of the Sixteenth Eegiment 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry.* 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM PUECELL, 

Major, Comma/riMng Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer TiiMntrii, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Sixth Division, Army of the Tmnessee, 

*Emb«Aied in revised statement, p. 176. 
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JTo. 101. 

Report of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson^ JJ. S. Army., commanding Pro- 
visional Division^ of operations October ^12. 

Headquarters Advance Division, 

Corinth^ Miss.. October 11, 1862. 

Godonel ; I have the honor to make the following report concerning 
the operations of the advance : 

I left Columbas on Friday morning, the 3d instant, having just been 
informed that the railroad was torn up between Corinth and Bethel 
and that the freight train had been fired into and possibly captured. 
On reaching Jackson I reported to Major-General Grant, and after con- 
sulting with him sent orders to the Engineer Eegiment of the West, 
stationed at that place and employed on railroad service, to hold itself 
in readiness to move at 4 p. m.,- with its arms and tools, for rebuilding 
bridges and repairing tracks; left Jackson at 4.30 p. m. with 270 men 
of this regiment and reached Bethel about 8 p. m. ; saw^ Colonel Hay- 
nie, commanding the post, and ascertained from him that fighting had 
been going on nearly all day between Chewalla and Corinth, gradually 
approaching the latter place, and that the railroad track was torn' up 
in several places, but could get no definite information as to the extent 
of ftie damage. Colonel Haynie also informed me that two regiments 
under Col. M. K. Lawler had marched from Bethel at 4 o’clock that 
afternoon to drive out some rebel cavalry who were near the line of the 
railroad about 8 miles north of Corinth. 

Shortly after my arrival at Bethel I received an order from Major- 
General Grant stating that two regiments under Col. J. D. Stevenson, 
Seventh Missouri, would leave Jackson that night on the cars, and that 
on their arrival at Bethel I was to assume command of them, together 
with the two regiments under Colonel Lawler and two companies of 
West Tennessee Cavalry under Col. F. Hurst, and push on to Coi'inth. 
Orders were immediately sent to Colonel Lawler that re-enforcements 
would join him near Chambers’, about 8 miles from Corinth, and that 
he was to aw’ait our arrival at that point. At daybreak, the troops 
having arrived from Jackson, the trains were started and run down 12 
miles south of Bethel, where the command was disembarked and took 
the wagon road on the east side of the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad for 
Corinth. Here the cannonading at Corinth could be heard distinctly, 
giving evidence that a heav^^ battle was going on. The command was 
hastened forward, the men stepping out at a quick pace, notwithstand- 
ing the intense heat of the day and the prospect of a march of 15 miles 
before them, all hoping to get in in time to take ])art in the contest. 
On reaching Chambers’ I came up with Colonel Lawler, whose com- 
mand had halted for a short time, the advance having skirmished 
some little with rebel cavalry near this point. It was soon ascertained 
that they were only straggling parties and that there was no. force of 
the enemy near. The whole force at my disposal being now united^ we 
pushed on for Corinth, meeting with no opposition, and marched into 
town about 4 p. m., and found that the enemy had been most signally 
• defeated and was in full retreat. In obedience to orders the command 
bivouacked in the town, and shortly after daylight Sunday morning 
started in pursuit of the enemy on the road north of the railroad to 
Chewalla, having been increased by Capt. A. M. Powell’s First Mis- 
souri Battery and four companies of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry under Cap- 
tain Sniith. When abnut 6 miles from Chewalla heavy firing was heard 
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in the direction of Davis’ Bridge across the Hatchie Ei\'er, which I in- 
ferred to be Major-General Ilurlbufs forces from Bolivar engaging the 
axfrance guard of the enemy. My command pressed on in the most 
lively manner until wo reached Ohewalla, where 1 ascertained that 
three brigades of infantry and a battery of six pieces of artillery, con- 
stituting their rear guard, had iiassed Ohewalla only a short time before, 
and scarcely had I received this information when my advance guard 
of cavalry came np with them and a slight skirmish ensued, the enemy 
replying to the hre of the cavalry with infantry and artillery. Colonel 
Lawler’s brigade was immediately placed in ])osition in an old intreneb- 
ment until a bridge nearby couhi be repaired so that the artillery could 
pass. Colonel Stevenson with his brigade was directed to move to the 
right and take up a position on the enemy’s flank, ready to attack them 
as soon as he heard firing in the front. The enemy, however, beat a 
hasty retreat and the column was soon in full pursuit, tli« advance skir- 
mishing more or less vith their rear guard until we camo to Big Hill, 
on the east side of the Tuscumbia, the slopes and top of which were 
covered with timber and a dense undergrowth, where we Ibund the enemy 
strongly posted and evidently disposed to contest our farther advance. 
The First Kansas, being in front, was immediately deployed ii'. line of 
battle, supported on the right by the Twenty-ninth Illinois and on the 
left by ^ lie t^evendi Missouri, the Thirty-first Illinois reu.aiiiing a few 
hundred yards in rear as a reserve and a support to ijiiiieiy, a 

section of which had been run into position and was firing upon the en- 
emy with decided efiect. A strong body of skirmishers was thrown 
to the front and the whole line directed to move forward, which was 
promptly and galliintly executed by officers and men. A short but 
spirited skirmish ensued with artillery and infantry firing on both sides, 
the rebels shooting grape and canister at -I.'" i i*.:-*::. as our trooi)s ad- 
vanced 5 but, nothing daunted, they pressed lorward and the hill was 
soon carried. It being now dark, the men rested on their arms in line 
of battle, 1 eady ro repel any attack of the enemy and prepared to ad- 
vance at <layl)i*cak. 

As soon as it was light <‘nough to distinguish objects the troops were 
put in motion, the enemy having quietly iallen back during the Jiight. 
On reaching the Tuscumbia we found the bridge destroyed, the timbers 
and some of the planks still burning. The eoi* detachment was 
called into requisition, and in three-quarters of an hour the b^idg(^ was 
made passable for artillery and the ])ni\sait continued. After crossing 
the Tuscumbia, and from there to the Hatchie at Crum’s Mill, the evi- 
dences of a most rapid retreat, almost a rout, v ei «• ii pp.i- ep: . The road 
was strevm with tents, blankets, clothing, wagons, s:‘:a!i aiiimu- 

nition, six caissons, and a battery-forge", some of tliein blown iij) and 
pariially destroy- ed and others in good condition. At one point the 
road was obstructed by trees felled across it, which were soon <iut away 
by ihi C'lgim n- ih mU-Ii!.', im. The Hatchie at Crum’s Mill was reached 
;>i IJ Ml,, a ImiIi liorr ,\[\v\ i!ie enemy’s rearguard had jiassed, to find 
the^ bridge and a large mill at the end of it on fire and mostly destroyed. 
Backets were procured and the fire partially extinguished! The engi- 
neer detachment \mi< agiun to work, and'by 4.30 p. ni. a bridge was 
constructed, ready for the ai'tillery to i)ass over, the troops in tlu‘ mean- 
time lia\ing re-^u-d and eaten a good meal, of wliieh they stood very 
much in need. As socm as the bridge was ready to cross on the pur- 
suit was continued to Jonesborough, whivh idace was rea(*h<‘d about 
10.30 i>. m. The men bivouacked in the opon air, sh^qaiig on their arms, 
and again sUiriul ai daybreak. Game up witli the enemy, (fhielly <jaV‘ 
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airy, well posted, about miles uorth of Euckersville, who were pre> 
pared to dispute, and did dispute, the advance of our infantry skir- 
mishers; but a few shots and shells from PowelPs battery, judiciously 
thrown, put them to flight, and the town was entered without lurther 
opposition. Here 1 was joined by Colonel Lee’s brigade of cavalry, with 
a section of artillery and a small body of infantry. As his troops were 
fresher than mine, I directed him to push on after the retreating column 
and I would follow within supiDorting distance. 

After resting a short time the command started for Kipley, Colonel 
Lee in the advance, -kirmi-ihir..^- more or less with the enemy, the firing* 
at some points being In for a few minutes. On reaching a point 
2f miles north of Eipley the main column halted at 10 j). m. to permit 
the country to be thoroughly reconnoitered, especially on our left flank, 
where it was reported the enemy had concentrated a large force. In 
the mean time Colonel Lee was instructed to push forward his skirmish- 
ers, cautiously but surely, to ascertain if possible the position and design 
of the enemy and whether he intended to give battle. The cavalry skir- 
mishers moved forward and entered the town about 11 p. m., the place 
having just been evacuated. 

The reconnaissances at night and in the morning early having shown 
that the enemy was not in force on our flank, the main column moved 
forward through Eipley and took up a position about half a mile 
south of the town, on the Pontotoc road. Here my command remained 
two days and a half, one day after the other divisions (Generals Stan- 
ley’s and McArthur’s) had left, it having been decided not to pursue 
any farther. 

Strong reconnaissances of cavalry, supported by artillery andinfantry, 
were sent out on the Salem and Oxford roads and a small cavalry force 
on the Pontotoc road, but without meeting the enemy, except small 
straggling parties of men, who either gave themselves up without resist- 
ance or fled on our approach. 

Friday night my division started back on the return trip via Crum’s 
Mill and Smith’s Bridge, the advance guard of infantry leaving town 
about 11.30 p. m. and the rear guard at 2 a. m. baturday morning, 
Colonels Lee’s and Hatch’s cavalry remaining over another day and in- 
structed to return by different routes. The division marched back 
slowly, bringiog with it all the teams and Government wagons on the 
road, and reached Corinth Sunday evening just before dark (with the 
exception of Colonel Stevenson’s brigade, which was detached near 
Jonesborough, to return via Pocahontas and Da\us’ Bridge, and came 
in the next day at 10 a. m.) without accident and without meeting an 
armed rebel on the way back. During the march we captured and sent 
to the rear over 270 prisoners. 

This is a brief history of the part taken by my command in the pur- 
suit, and I cannot close it without speakiugin the most flattering terms 
of the bravery and soldier- like conduct of the men, pursuing the enemy 
for a distance of 52 miles without transportation, and part of the time 
without provisions except such as could be gathered along a road al- 
ready plundered by a retreating army, and all this without a word of 
discontent. They were always ready to move forw^ard at the command 
and anxious to overtake the enemy. 

The engineer detachment, under Major Tweeddale and Capt. William 
Hill, rendered most efficient service, repairing bridges and removing 
obstacles, thus enabling the pursuit to be a prompt and rapid one. 

Cols. M. K: Lawler and J. D. Stevenson, each commanding a brigade^ 
behaved with the utmost coolness, gallantry, and discretion— prompt, 

OA t?*T?.-^VOT. XVII 
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in, handling thoir troops and never sliii'king the post of danger. I most 
cordially onnrrK'iid ? to your consideration. 

The First Missouri Battery, Oapt. A. M. Powell, played a most im- 
portant part, and I cannot but speak in the highest terms of Captain 
Powell, his officers and men. Prompt to come into action, a few shot 
and shells, judiciously thrown at different points, dispersed the enemy 
where he seemed disposed to make a stand, and prevented the severe 
loss of life which would have attended driving him out with infantry 
alone. 

To Oapt. H. Lieb, Eighth Illinois, and Lieut. D. H, Gile, Fourth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, and G. Ooolbaugh, railroad agent, who acted as volunteer 
aides, T am under many obligations for their gallantry, untiring energy, 
and promptness in carrying orders. 

Surg. E. M. Powers, acting medical director of the advance division, 
was particularly zealous in the discharge of his duties and deserves 
special mention, ^ 

Appended please find list of casualties.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. B. McPHBESO]!^, 

Major- General^ Commanding Ad'oamce Division. 

Lieut. Col. H. G. Kennett, Cfliief of Staff . 


Ko. 102. 

B^ort of Col John D. Stevenson, Seventh Missouri Infmtry, commandr 
ing First Brigade, of operations October ^12. 

Hdqrs. Irish Brig-ade, Ario- op the Mississippi, 
Corinth, Miss., October 13, 1862. 

On the night of the 3d instant I was ordered with my brigade, con- 
sisting of the Seventh Missouri Infantry, Maj. W. S. Oliver command- 
ing, and the First Kansas Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Tennison, com- 
manding, to embark on train and report to Brig. Gen, J. B. McPherson 
at Bethel. Arrived with command at Bethel and reported accoi’ding 
to orders. We moved at daylight for Corinth, and about 6 miles from 
Corinth united with Colonel Lawler’s brigade and pushed forward to 
Corinth, arriving about 4 p. m. on the 4th instant, having made a 
march of IS miles through clouds of dust and under a very oppressive 
sun. 

At daylight on the 5th instant broke camp in pursuit of the enemy, 
and after a forced march of 14 miles overtook the rear guard of thr- 
enemy 1 mile south of Chewalla Station, on Memphis a.‘ii K ■-.;■! ‘.i -jnji 
Eailroad. Found the enemy occui>ying a strong position on the hill, 
. . ji' -"he main road. Under order of General McPherson took the 
.. right, the generaljWith the remainder of the division, keep- 

ing the main road. Found the enemy in line of battle, with artillery 
and infantry. Having reached their extreme left, formed my brigade 
ill line of battle, and, having received orders not to advance until 1 
heard the attack on the right, held my command ready for an imme- 
diate advance. The enemy being advised of our position beat a hasty 

Nominal list omitted shows 1 officer wounded near Chewalla and 1 officer (Lielit. 
Jeiomo G. Miner, First Kansas Infantry) killed, and 7 men wounded at Big Hill, near 
the Tuscujnh;^., 
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retreat. Finding their line abandoned I moved the brigade rapidly 
forward upon their line of retreat, and after advancing about 2 miles 
was ordered to halt until rest of the division came up. The command 
being united, we continued the pursuit until the enemy were reported 
in force in front about 4 miles from the last position. Pushed forward 
skirmishers from the First Kansas (that regiment being in advance), 
and found the enemy occupying the crest of a very steep hill, com- 
manding the entire road. The skirmishers were pushed forward under 
a heavy fire from the enemy and succeeded in driving them from the 
crest of the hill, obtained possession of it, and held it until the entire 
brigade was pushed forward. At this point, I regret to st .ite, we lost 
Lieutenant Miner, First Kansas, killed, and 7 privates wounded. 

Captain Powell, First Missouri Artillery, having placed his battery 
in position, commenced shelling the woods in our advance, causing the 
enemy to fall back from their second position on the hill. ' Still advanc- 
ing our skirmishers, to which I added Company A, Seventh Missouri 
Infantry, Lieutenant O’Connor commanding, we pushed the skirmishers 
of the enemy so vigorously that our line of skirmishers was driven 
back to the main line by continuous volleys of infantry and rounds of 
grape and canister from their batteries. At this point the enemy had 
several killed; wounded we could not ascertain. This occurring at 
night-fall, we occupied our ground until morning and continued our 
advance at daylight. Found the enemy again in full retreat, having 
crossed Tuscumbia Eiver and destroyed the bridge. Our Engineer 
Corps, under Captain Tweeddale, soon furnished us an extempore bridge, 
when we continued our advance, finding the road literally blocked up 
by abandoned wagons^ camp and garrison equipage, army supplies, 
ammunition, &c., and extending for miles. 

Arrived at Hatchie Eiver about 2 p, m. Found the bridge burned, 
* which was again supplied by Captain Tweeddale’s indefatigable corps, 
when, after a scanty meal (the first for twenty-four hours), we resumed 
the pursuit, pushed forward by a night march to Jonesborough, and 
bivouacked till daylight. Breaking camp again, found the enemy in 
position. 

Colonel Lawler’s brigade being in front, the enemy were soon driven 
from their advance and pursuit resumed. Arrived at Euckersville and 
made a short halt for water and a meal and continued the pursuit. 
The enemy making a stand on a commanding position on the road 
were soon driven off by advance skirmishers, the column continuing to 
advance. Being joined by Colonel Lee’s cavalry command they took 
the advance, and after repeated skirmishes succeeded in occupying 
Eipley, Miss. 

We again bivouacked for the night, and next morning took posses- 
sion of the town, remaining there two days. We commenced the march 
in retreat, and arrived at this point this morning at 10 a. m., making a 
march of 46 miles in two days and three hours. 

We captured many prisoners in the pursuit and much of the rebel 
army supplies. We made the entire march, going and returning, with- 
out camp or garrison equipage, and the advance of 68 miles without 
wagons or supplies, subsisting by chance. 

To my subordinate officers. Major Oliver, Seventh Missouri Volun- 
teers, commanding ; Lieut. F. Whitehead, Seventh Missouri Infantry, 
my adjutant, and the several line officers of the Seventh Missouri Vol- 
unteers, as also to Lieutenant-Colonel Tennison, First Kansas Infantry, 
and his subordinate officers, I am much indebted for the promptness and 
energy with which his duty, enabling me to push for- 
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ward the brigade with great promptness and efficiency on all occasions. 
Kot to be invidious, I think Maj. William S. Oliver, commanding the 
Seventh Missouri Volunteers, andUapt. Edwin Wakefield, acting major, 
are worthy of special mention for their zeal and efficiency. 

On my own staff, Capt. Herman Lieb, Eighth Illinois Infantry, made 
on the march acting assistant adjutant-general for the division, and 
Lieut. F. Whitehead are deserving of special mention for their individ- 
ual efforts in pushing forward our skirmishers on each occasion where 
we encountered the enemy. 

To the enlisted men of the command all praise is due for their sub- 
ordination, perseverance, endurance, and soldierly conduct, making an 
unprecedented advance in the rear of a desperate and determined enemy 
without rest or supplies. 

I inust call your attention to a special instance of meritorious conduct 
upon the part of ^ ■■ . mm: \’ L *■ 1 and a private of Company I, Seventh 
Missouri Infantry. Being in advance, they were captured near Ili])ley 
and taken by the enemy in their retreating column for 17 miles, when, 
boldly attacking the guard, they took his arms and came back to the 
comniaiifl, capturing a rebel captain on their return. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHK D. STEVENSON, 

Colonel^ Gomdg, Irish Brigade^ General McPJierson^s Division. 

Capt. H. Libb, 

Actings Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 303. 

Report of Col. Michael K. Laioler^ Eighteenth Illinois Infantry., command* 
ing ISecond Brigade, of operations October 3-12. 

Hbqus, Seooni) Brigade, Advance Division, 
Corinth, Miss., October 12, 18(>2. 

Sir: In obedience to instructions received from Headquarters Ad- 
vance Division, of date October 9, 1802, 1 have the honor to report that 
I left Bethel, Tenn., under orders, at 4 p.m. of Friday, 3d instant, with 
seven companies of the Twenty-ninth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, 
under command of Major Callicott (three comjianies of said veginuMil 
having been sent down the Mobile and Ohio Railroad to guard bridges, 
under Major Mayfield, of the For' \ h.’ I -i!. Illinois Volunreers, 

who was specially detailed for tnat purpose); nve companies of the 
Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, under command of Colonel 
Ozburn (the other five having likewise been sent down the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad to guard bridges, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
McCook), and one company of the First Regiment West Tennessee 
Cavalry, under Col, Kieldinir I lurst. I took with me Lieut. W. Bedford, 
adjutant Forty -eigliih ih-giinem Illinois Volunteers, and Lieut. J. S. 
Hoover, Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, the former to act as 
assistant .i-Vi I ::■! 'n A and the latter as aide-de-camp. At Phar’s 
Mill, some ^ miles soiiiu of Bethel, I was joined by Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel McCook and Major Mayfield, with their respective commands, and 
proceeded toward Chambers’, a point on the railroad some 3 7 miles 
south of Bethel, to which place J had been ordered to drive away from 
there the enemy’s cavalry. At Walker’s, a point near the railroad 0 
miles south of Bethel, I halted and eueamped for the night, At this 
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camp I was joined by Captain Brewer’s company of First West Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, and received information through him from Brigadier- 
General Mc^Pherson that I would be re-enforced by two regiments of in- 
fantry, who would meet my command at Chambe:^®’' 

At daylight on Saturday morning, October 4, 1 broke up camp and 
X)roceeded toward Chambers’, at which x)lace I arrived about 9 a. m. INo 
re- enforcements being yet in sight, I halted for their coming. While 
waiting we were fired upon by the enemy. 1 sent out infantry skirmish- 
ers and cavalry and drove them back. Supposing the enemy to be a 
small force who were merely endeavoring to arrive at the knowledge of 
our strength, and Brigadier-General McPherson coming up with two 
regiments of infantry (theSeventhMissomi and First Kansas), to whom 
I reported for orders, we proceeded towai’d Corinth, Miss., some 6 miles 
distant, at which place we arrived without further interruption about 
5 p. m. and encamped for the night in the center of the town. 

Upon receipt of orders I broke up camp at daylight next morning, 
October 5, and left the place at 7 a. m. in pursuit of the enemy ; ar- 
rived at Chewalla about 2 p. m., being in the advance. While passing 
just beyond the town the cavalry were fired upon by the enemy’s 
artillery, which was stationed upon the hill overlooking the town. In 
obedience to orders I formed my brigade behind a breastwork, of circular 
form, constructed at the foot of the hill, in preparation for battle. At 
the order, received in a few minutes after the halt, to advance, I threw 
out as skirmishers three companies of the Twenty-ninth Illinois, under 
command of Major Mayfield, of the Forty-eighth Illinois Yolunteers, 
who accompanied that regiment, Captain Call, of Company B, Twenty- 
ninth Illinois. assisting him, and cautiously advanced, the enemy giving 
way without further demonstration at that time, keeping skirmishers 
weil out on either flank. Some 4 miles farther, in the advance, the enemy 
formed for battle, Colonel Stevenson’s brigade being then in the ad- 
vance. I moved up to his support. The enemy opened with cannon 
and musketry, killing 1 and wounding several of Colonel Stevenson’s 
command. Here we encamped for the night in line of battle, lying 
upon our arms 5 recommenced the march at daylight, and, coming into 
the Tuscumbia Bottom, discovered where the enemy had in their hasty 
retreat left to our disposal a great quantity of both camp and garrison 
equipage, showing evident signs of a rout — tents, wagons, guns, ammu- 
.nition, &c., being either burned or otherwise injured and thrown out to 
lighten their burden. We arrived at Hatchie Eiver about 3p m,; 
discovered that the bridge had been burned ; stopped to breakfast. Ee- 
mained at this point some four hours, until the bridge was reconstructed 
across the river, when we continued the march, and encamped for the 
night at Jonesborough, a smalltown, which was deserted by its people, 
and at which no water could be found, halting here just after dark. 

We broke up camp about daylight the next morning, my brigade 
taking the adwance; three companies, under Major Mayfield, assisted 
by Captains Call and Howard, of the Twenty-ninth Illinois, being thrown 
out as skirmishers. Arrived at Euckersville about noon. Just before 
entering ihe town had a skirmish with the enemy, opening upon them 
with our artillery. I threw my skirmishers half a mile in advance. At 
this point Private Louis Cush, of Company B, Twenty-ninth Illinois; 
was captured by the enemy’s cavalry. At the first shot from our guns 
the. enemy were seen to retreat hurriedly, and we advanced, skirmishers 
well in advance and well out on either flank, without further interrup- 
tion, to Ripley. Arrived at that town about 6 p. in., and encamped on 
the south side, supporting Powell’s battery, stationed in an open field 
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to our front and left, where we remained encamped until 9.30 a. in., 
Friday morning, October 10, when, in obedience to orders, I moved my 
brigade out on the Oxford road, taking along a section ol^ Powell’s liat- 
tery, some miles^ to Little Tippah Creek, the bridge over which bein 
burned prevented my proceeding any farther. Here I halted in 
drenching rain until 2 j). m., when I returned with my command to 
Ripley, which place I reached about 4 p. m. At Little Tippah Creek I 
found good water and plenty of it. 

At 1 a. m. next morning commenced the march toward Corinth j 
reached Hatchie about dark; encamped there for the night; broke 
camp there this morning at 5.30 o’clock, and arrived in Corinth at sun- 
down, and encamped where I am at present, 2 miles on the east side of 
the town. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. K. LAWLER, 

CoZ., Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Advance Div,^ Army of the Miss. 

Oapt. H. Leib, 

Actg. Asst Adjt, Oen.^ Sdqrs, Advance Division. 


Ho. 104. 

Orga/nization of the Confederate Army of West Tennessee^ Maj. Gen. Bari 
Van Dorn commanding^ at the battle of Corinth.* 

COEPS, OB ARMY OP THE WEST. 

Maj. Gen. Stf.rling Price. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gon. Louis HiSbert. 
Brig, Gen. Martin E. Green. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Elijau Gates. 

loth Arkansas. 

2d Missouri. 

3d Missouri. 

5th Missouri. 

1st Missouri Cavalry.t , • 
Wade’s battery. 

Second Bngade. 

Col, W. Bruce Golbbrt. 

14th Arkansas. 

17th Arkansas. * 

3d Louisiana. 

40th Mississippi. 

1st Texas Legion. 

3d ^^Texas Cavalry.t 
Clark Battery. 

Saint Louis Battery. 


Third Bngade. 

Brig. Gen. Martin E. Green. 
Col. W. H. Moore. 

7th Mississippi Battalion. 

43d Mississippi. 

4th. Missouri. 

6th Missouri. 

3d Missouri Cavalry.t 
Guibor’s battery. 

Landis’ battery. 

Fourth Bngade. 

Col. John D. Martin. 
Col. Robert McLain. 

37th Alabama. 

36th Mississippi. 

37th Mississippi. 

38th 


‘Pr 


‘ ■ Lucas’ battery, mentioned in Price’s report as of Maury’s 

division, but not named by that ofSleer eitfier in his se^oet or J^turgn of Casualties. 


fcjD ce 
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MAURY’S DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Dabney H. Maury. 


Moored 8 Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. John C. Moore. 

42d Alabama. 

15t]i Arkansas. 

23d Arkansas. 

35th Mississippi. 

2d Texas. 

Bledsoe’s battery. 

CabeWs Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. W. L. Cabell. 

ISth Arkansas. 

19th Arkansas. 

20th Arkansas. 

21st Arkansas. 

Jones’ (Arkansas) battalion. 
Rapley’s (Arkansas) battalion. 
Appesd Battery. 


Bliifer^s Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. C. W. Phipbr. 

3d Arkansas Cavalry.’^ 

6th Texas Cavalry.* 

9th Texas Cavalry.* 

Stirman’s Sharpsliooters. 

McNally’s battery. 

Cavalry, t 

Brig. Gen. F. C. Armstrong. 

Slemons’ regiment. 

Wirt Adams’ regiment. 

Reserve Artillery. 

Hoxton’s battery. 

Sengstak’s battery. ■ 


DI8TBICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
FIRST DIVISION. 

Mai. Gen. Mansfield Lovrll. 


Mrst Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Albert Rust. 

4th Alabama Battalion. 

31st Alabama. 

35th Alabama. 

9 th Arkansas. 

3d Kentucky. 

7th Kentucky. 

Hudson Battery. 

Second Brigade,i 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Villbpigub. 

83d Mississippi. 

39th Mississippi. 


Third Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. John S. Botven. 

6th Mississippi. 

15th Mississippi. 

22d Mississippi. 

Caruthers’ (Mississippi) battalion. 
1st Missouri. 

Watson Battery. 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Col. W. H. Jackson. 

let Mssissippi. 

7th Tennessee. 


TjTo. 106. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Earl Van JDom, 0: 8. Army, commanding Army of 
West Tennessee, including engagement at SatoMe Bridge a/nd operations 
August ZQ-October 12. 

Hollt Springs, Miss., October 7, 1862. 
Hon. Seoebtary op War: 

Dispatch received at Pocahontas, near Oorinth. Attacked Corinth. 
Took all the outer works by storm and got within the town. Enemy 


* Serving as infantry. 

t Probably incomplete. See also the Zouave 
Casualties as of this division. 


Battalion mentioned in Return of 
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received fresh re-enforcements and we could not complete the work; 
retired. The Bolivar force came down on iny line of retreat and pre- 
vented oeHatchie. Moved south. Crossed 0 miles below, and 

now at .1 = ;. ; ■ '...all baggage and as many of the wounded as could 
carry. Bloody alfair. Enemy still threaten. Will fight him at all 
points. There are about 40,000 men still in West Tennessee. Will 
have hard fighting. 

EAEL VAjN 

Major-Oeneral, 

[Indorsement.] 

Eei>])<;ctfiilh' submitted to the President. 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 

Eead. It will be necessary to re-enforce, if possible, at once. 

J. D. 


Headquarters Army oe West Tennessee, 

. Holly 8;prings^ J/m., OctoVer 20, 1862. 

General: I have the honor to make the following report of the bat- 
tle of Corinth: 

Having established batteries at Port Hudson, secured. the nioutli of 
Eed Eiver and the navigation of the Mississippi Eiver to Vicksburg, 
I turned tny special attention to affairs in the northern ])ortion of my 
district. 

On August 30 I received a dispatch from General Bragg, informing 
me that he was about to march into Kentucky and would leave to Gen- 
eral Price and myself the enemy in West Tennessee. 

On September 4 I received a communication from General Piice, in 
which was inclosed a copy of the dispatch from General Bragg, abov(^> 
named, making an offer to co-operate with me. At this time Gen(u*al 
Breckinridge was operating on the ^[isvis>:ppi Eiver between Baton 
Eouge and Port Hudson with ^11 the available torce I had for the field; 
therefore I could not accept General Pricers proposition. IJ])on the 
return, however, of General Breckiiuidge I immediately addressed Gen- 
eral Price, giving him my views in Ml in regard to the r.mipaign in 
West Tennessee, and stating that I was then ready to join him with all 
my troops. 

In the mean time orders were received by him from General Bragg 
to follow Eosecrans across the Tennessee Eiver into Middle Tennessee, 
whither it was then "iij ps'-i <1 he had gone. Upon the r<^ceipt of this 
intelligence I felt at once that all my hopes of ;r,'ro:.ipl:-bi.i*j anything 
in West Tennessee with my small force were marred. 1 nevertheless 
moved up to Davis’ Mill, a few miles from Grand Junction, Tonn., with 
the intention of defending my district to the best of my ability, and to 
make a demonstration in favor of General Price, to which latter end 
also I marched my whole command on September 20 to within 7 miles 
of Bolivar, driving 1b]-(e biig:ul(*>. of the enemy back to that place and 
forcing the return to Conjicli mi one division (Boss’), which had been 
sent there to str, j lli- a r, * .hit’s army. 

General Price, .ii » da-'ici- to his orders, marched in the direction of 
luka to cross the Tennessee, but was not long in discovering that Eose- 
crans had not crossed that stream. This officer, in connection with 
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G-rant, attacked him on September 19, and compelled him to fall back 
toward Baldwyn, on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad. 

On the 25th day of the same month I received a dispatch by courier 
from General Price, stating that he was at Baldwyn and was then ready 
to join me with his forces in an attack on Corinth, as had been previ- 
ously suggested by me. 

We met at Eipley on September 28, according to agreement, and 
marched the next morning toward Pocahontas, which place we reached 
on October 1. 

From all the information I could obtain the following was the situ- 
ation of the Federal army at that time : Shermah at Memphis with 
about 6,000 men ; Hurlbut (afterward Ord) at Bolivar with about 8,000 ; 
Grant’s headquarters at Jackson with about 3,000 ; Eosecrans at Corinth 
with about 15,000, together with the following outposts, viz : Eienzi, 
2,500; Burnsville, Jacinto, and luka about 6,000; at important bridges 
and on garrison duty about 2,000 or 3,000, making in the aggregate 
about 42,000 men in West Tennessee. Memphis, Jackson, Bolivar, and 
Corinth were fortified, the works mounting siege guns ; the outposts 
slightly fortified, having field pieces. Memphis, Bolivar, and Corinth 
are on'the arc of a circle, the chord of which from Memphis to Corinth 
makes an angle with the due east line about 15*^ south. Bolivar is 
about equidistant from Memphis and Corinth, somewhat nearer the 
latter, and is at the intersection of the Hatchie Eiver and the Missis- 
sippi Central and Ohio Eailroad. Corinth is the strongest but the most 
salient point. 

Surveying the whole field of operations before me calmly and dispas- 
sionately, the conclusion forced itself irresistibly upon my mind that the 
taking of Corinth was a condition precedent to the accomplishment of 
anything of importance in West Tennessee. To take Memphis would 
be* to destroy an immense amount of property without any adequate 
military advantage, even admitting that it could be held without heavy 
guns against the enemy’s gun and mortar boats. The line of fortifica- 
tions around Bolivar is intersected by the Hatchie Eiver, rendering it 
impossible to take the place by quick assault, and re-enfori,‘ements could 
be thrown in from Jackson by railroad, and situated as it is in the re- 
entrant angle of the three fortified places, an advance upon it would 
expose both my flanks and reai* to an attack from the forces at Mem- 
phis and Corinth. It was clear to my mind that if a successful attack 
could be made upon Corinth from the west and imrthwest, the forces 
there driven back on the Tennessee and cut off, Bolivar and Jackson 
would easily fall, and then, upon the arrival of the exchanged prisoners 
of war, West Tennessee would soon be in our possession and commu- 
nication with General Bragg effected through Middle Tennessee. The 
attack on Corinth was a military necessity, requiring ‘prompt and vigor- 
ous action. It was being strengthened daily under that astute soldier 
General Eosecrans. Convalescents were returning to fill his ranks, 
new levies were arriving to increase his brigades, and fortifications were 
being constructed at new points, and it was very evident that unless a 
sudden and vigorous blow could be struck there at once no hope could 
bo entertained of driving the enemy from a base of operations so con- 
venient that in t>he event of misfortune to Bragg in Kentucky the whole 
valley of the Mississippi would be lost to us before winter. To have 
waited for the arrival, arming, clothing, and organization of the ex- 
changed prisoners would have been to wait for the enemy to strengthen 
themselves more than we could possibly do. 

With these reflections and after mature deliberation I determined to 
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attempt Oorinth. I had a reasonable hope of success. Field returns 
at Ripley showed my strength to be about 22,000 men. Rosecrans at 
Oorinth had about 15,000, with about 8,000 additional men at outposts 
from 12 to 15 miles distant. I might surprise him and carry the place 
before these troops could be brought in. I therefore marched toward 
Pocahoutas, threatening Bolivar j then turned suddenly across the 
Hatchie and Tuscumbia and attacked Oorinth without hesitation, and 
did surprise that place before the outpost garrisons were called in. It 
was necessary that this blow should be sudden and decisive, and if 
unsuccessful that I should withdraw rapidly from the position between 
the two armies of' Ord and Rosecrans. The troops were in fine spirits 
and the whole army of West Tennessee seemed eager to emulate the 
Armies of the Potomac and of Kentucky. Ko army ever marched to 
battle with prouder steps, more hopeful countenances, or with more 
courage than marched the Army of West Tennessee out of Ripley on 
the ivr^Tr\'V2 of September 29 on its way to Corinth. 

I'l.'li;. ; to the responsibility of my position as commander of the 
army, and after mature and deliberate reflection, the march was or- 
dered. The ground was well known to me and required no study to 
determine where to make the attack. The bridge over the Hatchie 
was soon reconstructed and the army crossed at 4 a. m. on October 2. 
Adams’ brigade of cavalry was left here to guard this approach to our 
rear and to protect the train, which was parked between the Hatchie 
and Tuscumbia. Colonel Hawkins’ regiment of infantry and Captain 
Dawson’s battery of artillery were also left on the Bone Yard road, in 
easy ^supporting distance of the bridge. The army bivouacked at Ohe- 
walla aiier liu* driving in of some pickets from that vicinity by Arm- 
strong’s and Jackson’s cavalry. This point is about 10 miles from 
Corinth. 

At daybreak on the 3d the march was resumed, the precaution hav- 
ing been taken to cut the railroad between Corinth and Jackson, which 
was done by a squadron of Armstrong's cavalry. Lovell’s division in 
front kept the road on the south side of the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad. Price, after marching on the same road about 5 miles, turned 
to the left, crossing the and formed line of battle in front of 

the outer line of intrenchments and about 3 miles from Corinth. Lovell 
formed line of battle, after some heavy skirmishing — having to con- 
struct a passage across the dry bed of Indian Creek for his artillery 
under fire — on thb right and in front of the sameline of intrenchments. 

The following was the first order of battle: The three brigades of 
Lovell’-' (Tn i,'-i«>n—yillepigue’s, Bowen’s, and Rust’s — in line, with re- 
serves in rear of each ; Jackson’s cavai^^y o-o/q p right en Echelon, 
the left fiank of the division on the « m: i-i.-" Price’s corps 

on the left, with the right flank resting on the same road ; Maury’s 
division on the right, with Moore’s and Phifer’s brigades in line, Cabell’s 
in reserve; Hubert’s division on the left, with Gates’ and Martin’s bri- 
gades in line, Colbert’s in reserve ; Armstrong’s cavalry brigmlo on the 
extreme left, somewhat detached and out of view. Tlclu-n'- left was 
masked behind a timbered ridge, with orders not to bring it into action 
until the last moment. This was done in hopes of inducing the enemy 
to weaken his right by re-enforcing his center andlclL — where the at- 
ta<ik was first to be made — ^that his right might be forced. 

At 10 o’clock all skirmishers were driven into the intrenchments and 
the two armies were in line of battle, confronting each other in force. 
A belt of fallen timber, or abatis, about 400 yaids in width extended 
along the whole line of intrenchments. This was to be crossed. 
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The attack was commenced on the right by Lovelies division and ex- 
tended gradually to the left, and by 1.30 o’clock the whole line of outer 
works was carried, several pieces of artillery being taken. The enemy 
made several ineffectual efforts to hold their ground, forming line of 
battle at advantageous points and resisting obstinately our advance to 
the second line of detached works. 

1 had been in hopes that one day’s operations would end the contest 
and decide who should be the victors on this bloody field, but a 10 miles’ 
march over a parched country, on dusty roads, without water, getting 
into line of battle in forests with undergrowth, and the more than equal 
activity and determined courage displayed by the enemy, commanded 
by one of the ablest generals of the United States Army, who threw all 
possible obstacles in our way that an active mind could suggest, pro- 
longed the battle until I saw,, with regret, the sun sink behind the hori- 
zon as the last shot of our sharpshooters followed the retreating foe into 
their innermost lines. One hour more of daylight and victory would 
have soothed our grief for the loss of the gallant dead who sleep on that 
lost but not dishonored field. The army slept on their arms within 600 
yards of Corinth, victorious so far. 

During the night three batteries were ordered to take position on the 
ridge overlooking the town from the west, just where the hills dip into 
the flat extending into the railroad depot, with instructions to open on 
the town at 4 a. m. H4bert, on the left, was ordered to mask part of 
his division on his left; to put Cabell’s brigade en Melon on the left 
also, Cabell’s brigade being detached from Maury’s division for this 
purpose ; to move Armstrong’s cavalry brigade across the Mobile and 
Ohio Eailroad, and if possible to get some of Ms artillery in position 
across the road. In this order of battle he was directed to attack at 
daybreak with his whole force, swinging Ms left flank in toward Cor- 
inth and advance down the Purdy Eidge. Lovell — on the extreme 
right, with two of Ms brigades in line of battle and one in reserve, with 
Jackson’s cavalry on the extreme right on College Hill, his left flank 
resting on the MempMs and Charleston Eailroad — was ordered .to await 
in this order or to feel his way along slowly with his sharpshooters 
until Hubert was heavily engaged with the enemy on the left. He was 
then to move rapidly to the assault and force his right inward across 
the low grounds southwest of town, The center, under Maury, was to 
move at the same time quickly to the front and directly at Corinth. 
Jackson was directed to burn the railroad bridge over the Tuscumbia 
during the night. 

Daylight came and there was no attack on the left. A staff officer 
was sent to Hubert to inquire the cause. That officer could not be 
found. Another messenger was sent and a tMrdj and about 7 o’clock 
General Hubert came to my headquarters and reported sick. General 
Price then put Brigadier-General Green in command of the left wing, 
and it was 8 o’clock before the proper dispositions for the attack at 
this point were made. In the mean time the troops of Maury’s left 
became engaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters and the battle was 
brought on and extended along the whole center and left wing, and I 
regretted to observe that my whole plan of attack was by this unfor- 
tunate delay disarranged. - One brigade after another went gallantly 
into the action, and pushing forward through direct and cross fire over 
every obstacle, reached Corinth and planted their colors on the last 
stronghold of the enemy. A hand-to-hand contest was being enacted 
in the very yard of General Eosecrans’ headquarters and in the streets 
of the town. The heavy guns were silenced and all seemed about to 
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be ended wlieii n heavy fire from freali troops from liika, Burnsville, 
and .Itienzi, that had succeeded inreachiu^>’ Corinth in time, poured into 
our thinned ranks. Exhausted from loss of sleep, wearied from hard 
marching and fighting, companies and regiment^ without officers, our 
troops — let no one censure them — gave way. The day was lost. 

LovelPs division was at this time advancing pursuant to orders and 
was on the point of a.ssaiilting the works when he received my orders 
to throw one of his brigades (Villepigue^s) rapidly to the center to 
cover the broken ranks thrown back from Corinth and to ])reveiit a 
sortie. He then moved his whole division to the left and was soon 
afterward ordered to move slowly back and take position on Indian 
Creek and prevent the enemy from turning our flank. The center and 
left were withdrawn on the same road on which they aoprouchcd, and 
being somewhat in confuwsion on account of the loss of oPiicris, Ihtigue, 
thirst, want of sleep, thinned ranks, and the nature of the ground, Yil- 
Iciiignc’^ brigade was brought in opportunely and covered the rear to 
('licwali;!. Lovell came in rear of the whole army and all bivouacked 
again at Chewalla. ]No enemy disturbed the sleep of the weary troops. 

During the night I had a bridge constructed over the Tnscuinhia and 
sent Xrm-tr'H'i’s and Jackson’s cavalry with a battery ol’ artillery to 
seize Inild :-'ienzi until the army came up, intending to march to 
and hold that point; but after consultation with General Pri(te, who 
represented his troops to be somewhat disorganized, it was deemed ad- 
visable to return by the same route we came and fall back toward Kip- 
ley and Oxford. 

Anticipating that the Bolivar force would move out and dispute my 
passage across the Hatchie Bridge I pushed rapidly on to that point in 
hopes of reaching and seeurii'g the bridge before their arrival, but I 
soon learned by couriers from Col. Wirt Adams that I would be too late. 
I nevertheless pushed on with the intention of engaging the enemy until 
I could get my train and reserve artillery unparked and on the Bone 
Yard road to the crossing at Crum’s .Mill. This road branches ofi‘ south 
from the State Line road about 2^ miles west of Tuscumbia Bridge, run- 
ning south or up the Hatchie. Ho contest of long (Uivatioii could be 
made here, as it was evident that the army of Corinth would soon make 
its appearance on our right flank and rear. The trains and reserve ar- 
tillery were therefore immediately ordered on the Bone Y^ard I'oad, and 
orders.were sent to Armstrong and Jackson to change their direction 
and cover the front and flank of the trains until they crossed the Hatchie, 
and then to cover them in front until they were on tlie Eipley road. 
The enemy were then engaged beyond the Hatchie Bridge, by small 
fragments of Maury’s division as they could be hastened up, and were 
kept in check sufficiently long to get everything off. Gcuieral Ord com- 
manded the forces of the enemy and succeeded in getting into 
before any number of our travel-worn troops could get into line r.\ hw : [ I.-. 
It is not .surprising, therefore, that they were driven back across the 
bridge: but they maintained their i)osili()ns on the hills oviulooking it 
under iluu:* gallant leader, General Brice, until orders were sent to fall 
back and take up their line of march on the Bone Yard road in rear of 
the whole train. 

At one time, fearing that the enemy, superior in numbers to the whole 
force I had in advance of the train, would drive us back, I ordeied Gen- 
eral .Lovell to leave one brigade to guard the rear at the Tusembia 
Bridge and to push forward Avith the other two to the front. This order 
was quickly executed, and very soon the splendid brigades of Bust and 
Villepigue made their appearance close at hand. The army (*orj)s of 
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General Price was withdrawn and Yillepigue filed in and took position 
as rear guard to the army against Ord’s forces. East was ordered for- 
ward to report to General Price, who was directed to cross the Hatchie 
at Grum^s Mill and take position to cover the crossing of the trains and 
artillery. Bowen was left at Tuscumbia Bridge as rear guard against 
the advance of Eosecrans from Corinth, with orders to defend that 
bridge until the trains were unparked and on the road, then to cross 
the bridge and burn it and to join Yillepigue at the junction of the 
roads. In the execution of this order, and while in position near the 
bridge, the head of the Corinth army made its appearance and engaged 
him, but was repulsed with heavy loss and in a manner that refiected 
great credit on General Bowen and his brigade. The army was not 
again molested in its retreat to Eipley nor on its march to this place. 

The following was found to be our loss in the several conflicts with 
the enemy and on the march to and from Corinth, viz : Killed, 594 ; 
wounded, 2,162 ; prisoners and missing, 2,102. One piece of artillery 
was driven in the night by mistake into the enemy’s lines and cap- 
tured. Four pieces were taken at the Hatchie Bridge, the horses being 
shot. Nine wagons were upset and abandoned by teamsters on the 
night-march to Crum’s Mill. Some baggage was thrown out of the 
wagons, not amounting to any serious loss. Twm pieces of artillery 
were captured from the enemy at Corinth by General Lovell’s division, 
one of which was brought off. Five pieces were also taken by General 
Price’s corps, two of which were brought oft*, thus making a loss to us 
of only two pieces. 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded, by their own accounts, was 
over 3,000. We took over 300 prisoners. Most of the prisoners taken 
from us ’were the stragglers from the army on the retreat. 

The retreat from Corinth was not a rout, as it has been industriously 
represented to be by the enemy and by the cowardly deserters from the 
army. The division of General Lovell formed line of battle facing the 
rear on several occasions when it was reported the enemy was near, 
but not a gun was fired after the army retired from the Hatchie and 
Tuscumbia Bridges, nor did the enemy follow, except at a respectful 
distance. 

Although many ofiicers and soldiers who distinguished themselves in 
the battle of Corinth and in the affair at Hatchie Bridge came under 
my personal observation I will not mention them to the exclusion of 
others who may have been equally deserving but who did not fiill 
under my own eye. I have deemed it best to call on the different com- 
manders’ to furnish me a special report and a list of the names of the 
officer's and soldiers of their respective commands who deserve special 
mention. These lists and special reports I will take pleasure in for- 
warding, together with one of my own, when completed, and I respect- 
fully request that they may be appended as part of my report. 

I'cannot refrain, however, from mentioning here the conspicuous gal- 
lantry of a noble Texan, whose deeds at Corinth are the constant theme 
of both friends and foes. As long as courage, manliness, fortitude, 
patriotism, and honor exist the name of Eogers will be revered and 
honored among men. He fell in the front of battle, and died beneath 
the colors of his regiment, in the very center of the enemy’s stronghold. 
He sleeps, and glory is his sentinel. 

The attempt at Corinth has failed, and in consequence I am con- 
demned and have been superseded in my command. Tn my zeal for 
my country I may have ventured too far with inadequate means, and I 
bow to tbo opiniop of the people whom J sorve? Yet I that if the 
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spirits of tlie gallant dead wlio now lie beneath the batteries of Corinth 
see and judge the motives of men they do not rebuke me, for there is 
no sting in my conscience, nor does retrospection admonish me of error 
or of a reckless disregard of ilieir valued lives. 

Very respectfully, sir, I am, your obedient servant, 

EAEL VAIN DORN, 

Mqjor-Qeneral, 


No. 106. 

Eetum of Gasualtiea in the Confederate forces, Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn 
commanding, October 3-5. 

HfiBBET’S DIVISION. 


Command. 


I 

I 


PmST BBIGAHX (GATES’). 


Ist Mlssotiri Cavalry.-. 
2d Missotirl Infantry. - 
3d Missouri Infantry. , 
StlL Missouri Infantry . 
16th. Arkansas Infanixy. 
Wade’s battery 


Total . 


SECOKB BBXGADS.’' 


3d Louisiana Infantiy... 

3d Texas Cavalry 

lat Texas Legion 

14th Arkansas Kegiment . . 
17th Arkansas Begiment. . 
40 th Mssiss^pi Begiment . 


Total.. 


THTBD BBIGABE (GBEXN’S). 


■ .’.".V- 

;ii i 

7th Mississippi Battalion . . 
4Sd Mississippi Begiment . 

Landis’ battery 

Ouibor’s battery 


Total.. 


FOXTBTH BBIGABE. 


Staff.. 


36th Mississippi Begiment.. 
37th Mississippi Begiment.. 

37th Alabamaltegi^^t 

Battery 


Total.. 


BECAPITULATIOK. 


Birst Brigade — 
Second Brigade .. 
Third Bri^e.... 
Bourth Brigade .. 

Aggregate.. 


53 


11 


77 


54 

122 

66 

62 


332 


120 


87 

180 

62 

23 

56 

6 

6 


203 


120 

869 

208 


1,088 


15 

21 

23 

19 

13 

2 


02 


20 

13 

76 


16 


27 

63 

26 

36 

156 

4 


92 

182 

802 


*On detached duty 'with General Van Doth. 
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Betum of Casualties in the Confederate forces — Continued. 
MATTRY’S DIVISION. 



KiUed. 

VToanded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate killed. 

rS 

C3 

ro 

1 

1 

1 

<' 

Aggregate killed and 
wounded. 

Aggregate killed, 
wounded, and miss- 
ing. 

Command. 

1 

1 

i 

B 

1 

1 

g 

B 

'S 

-M 

n 

S 

o 

o 

S 

i 

1 

MOOEB'B BBIGADE. 



11 

4 
12 

5 

5 


6 

8 

4 

3 

6 

352 

108 

343 

65 

116 

1 


11 

23 

110 

61 

34 

1 

11 

28 

142 

57 

44 

1 

369 

144 

489 

125 

160 

2 

Lyles’ (Arkansas) regiment 

1 

* 4 

32 

5 

8 

19 

98 

46 

29 

1 

5 
32 

6 
10 

Boone’s (Arkan8a8)‘regiment 

1 

2 

Bledsoe’s battery - 







4 

49 

37 

193 

27 

985 

53 

230 

283 1 1, 295 


CABELL’S BRIGADE. 

1 

1 

11 

8 

2 

16 

10 

8 

6 

32 
105 

52 

33 
14 

3 

8 

74 

12 

9 

34 

120 

62 

41 

20 

3 

1' 

46 

129 

62 

68 

24 

6 

7 

79 

128 

129 

92 

126 

57 

6 

7 

90 

T9t‘b Ar1rfl.-nsfl.ft Be^'-meilt - 

A rlrfl.nftftft BA^TnAnt 


30 
58 

31 

Qlfit A 7‘lrflnflfl.fl ■Re/riment 

4 

23 

4 

8 

4 

82 

‘2’ 

27 

4 

3 

7 

36 

Bapley^’^b^talion sharpshooters. 


3 

4 




Jones’ (Arkansas) battalion. 

Total 

8 

35 

.... 

11 

43 

13 

85 

49 

274. 

10 

204 

98 

823 

421 

635 

PHEPBR’S BRIGADE. 

BatUe of Oorvnth. 

8 

8 

2 

2 

42 

16 

8 

6 

7 

12 

5 

10 

1 

52 

41 

67 

64 

2 

lI!* 

3 

23 

21 

32 

14 

5 

50 

19 

10 

8 

59 

53 

62 

74 

3 

! 109 

! 72 

t 72 

82 

3 

132 

93 

107 

96 

8 

9th Texas <'ifl.vJi'l'*7 

3d Arkansas Cavalry 

Stirman’s Sharpshooters ......... 

\ff»'Nrnn'\7'ft bjittArv 

Total 




15 

72 i 

35 

216 1 

3 

95 

87 

251 

338 

436 

Action atJSatehie^ or JDavis' Bridge. 

M-f-.Ti 'PavAft rin.valTrir. 


5 


4 

4 

8 

8 

3 

”6* 

7 

20 

12 

67 

5 

4 

4 

3 

8 

3 

0 

4 

4 

8 

4 

16 

24 

16 

71 

4 

9th Texas Caval-i^ 



3d A-Tkapsae Cavalry 

1 



1 




IHfcTSTally’s battery 


1 

...Jt. 

1 

Total 


1 

6 


22 

6 

96 

7 

22 

29 

131 

Total 

IQ 

78 

35 

~23r 


191 

94 


367 

667 

CAVALRY BRIGADE. 

A j>*l.VfllTO ... 



1 

1 





1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

diiTviATici’ /»<»."*rolrv 





9 


Total 








2 


.... 

5" 


2 

2 

11 

RESERVE BATTERIES. 

Qan <raf.(i.lr’a l^attATV - . _ 


1 




8 

5 

1 


1 

4 

9 

. 10 

TTn’C’+nn^ft iMt.ttA-TV _ . 



4 

“i’ 

4 

Total 






1 


4 

1 

13 

1 

4 

5 

19 

KECAPITULATION. 

hl-Oore’s brigade- - 

4 

18 

16 

49 

85 

78 

37 

49 

35 

2 

193 

274 

288 

27 

10 

9 

985 

204 

191 

9 

IS 

58 

98 

94 

230 

823 

273 

2 

4 

283 

421 

367 

2 

5 

1,295 

635 

667 

n 

19 

Cahcll’s brigade 

Phifer’s bri ^de 

r^oTpttl’PTT Virn ora^ A . ... 

Deserve batteries 


1 

4 

1 

1 

Grand total 

33 

213 

123 

709 

47 

1,402 

246 

832 

1,078 

2,627 


I believe many of the missing have straggled off 
Tory TOspeotftdly, 


and -will retain to their commandB. _ 
DABIJBY H. MAXJBT, 
Brigadier‘G0n«r(a, Oomnumdimg Bwition* 
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Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces — Continued. 
LOVELL’S DIVISION. 


Command. 


First Bngade, G-eneral Bust 

■’ T>" G-eneral ViUepigue.. 

’ . . General Bowen 

Cavalry Bnjaade, Colonel Jacljson . . , 
Battalion of Zouaves, Major Dupeire 

Total 


Killed. 

ns j 

1 .3 

P .3 

^ 1 a 

25 

117 1 8H 

21 

76 71 

28 

92 , 40 

1 

1 

2 

14 

77 

285 208 


2^0. 107. 

Report of Col. William JS. JaoJ^son^ Seventh Tennessee Cavalry^ <Jhiefof 
Cavalry., of operations October 3-7. 

Hdqks. Oayalhy, Army of West Tennessee, 
Waterford, Miss., November 18, 1802. 

Major : 1 have the honor to make report of thii operations of my 
brigade of cavalry (First Mississippi Cavalry, coninianclecl by Lieut. 
Col. F. A. Montgomery, and my own regiment, commanded by Lieut. Ool. 
J. G. Stocks) at the late battle of Corinth and retreat from that place : 

During the battle my^brigade was divided, squadrons attached to 
brigades of infantry and acting on the flanks. With eight comiianies 
made a reconnaissance south of Corinth; engaged the enemy ^s cav- 
alry and repulsed them in gallant KStyle. Iiotnrning I advanced the 
command to the fortifi.cations on College Hill, whore I i-iigagt*d the 
enemy in force after the main body of our troops had withdrawn. I 
then withdrew my command without serious loss and brought up the 
rear of the army. 

I was then ordered to Eieozi, under General Armstrong; received 
orders countermanding that move on our arrival at Kossnth. The firing 
h«nving commenced at Davis’ Bridge, near Pocahontas, we i)rca'e(‘ded 
w'wh hoxh commands to the Eipley and Pocahontas road; advanced up 
that road to within 1^ miles of Po(*ahontas, threatening the enemy’s 
rear, engaging them in a brilliant skirmish, which w'as a move very 
favorable toward saving the train of wagons. T held that position all 
night with my brigade ; fell back before the enemy next day. From 
that time the brigade was engaged in bringing up the rear of tlie army, 
all the time with the enemy to Eipley. 

< )\\ ing unavoidable circumstances the brigade was without rations 
for three days. 

The officers and men all behaved with coolness and gallantry, and 
suffered all the hardshii)s incident to the march with a spirit worthy of 
good soldiers. Where all behaved so well it would be difficult to men- 
tion by name. ,I would especially notice, however, Lieut. Henry W. 
Watkins, Company A, Jackson’s regiment of cavalry; also Corporal 
Brochus and Privates Britton and Barton, Company C, same regiment; 
also Oapt. Gadi Herren, Lieutenants Cravens and Foote, First Eegiimuit 
Mississippi Cavalry. The latter (Lieutenant Foote) engaged the eip 
emy’s advance and checked them in a most gallant manner. 
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The report from Armstrong’s brigade* does not mention any one 
especially by name. They all behaved with coolness and gallantry. 

I am, major, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. H. JACKSON, 

Colonel and Chief of Cavalry^ Army of West Tennessee, 
Maj. M. M. Kimmbl, 

Asst, Adjt, (}en,j Army of West Tenn.^ A'bheville^ Miss, 


No. 108. 

Report of Maj, Oen, Sterling Price, 0, 8, Army, commanding Army of the 
West, including engagement at Satchie Bridge and operations Septem* 
her 27* October 5, 

Headquarters Arky oe the West, 

ITolly Springs, Miss,, October 20, 1862. 
Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of this army connected with the several engagements at Corinth 
and Davis’ Bridge of the 3d, 4th, and 5th instant: 

Having arranged with Major-General Yan Dorn to unite my forces 
with his for active operations I joined him at Eipley on the 27th ultimo. 
My force at this time consisted of 10,498 ejffective infantry, 2,437 effective 
cavalry, 928 effective artillerymen, and44guns, including two24-pounder 
howitzers and four rilled pieces of .3| coMhex, The infantry was divided 
into two divisions, commanded by Bngadier-Generals Maury and Hubert. 
Maury’s division consisted of three brigades, commanded by Brigadier- 
General Moore and Acting Brigadier-Generals Cabell and Phifer. Hu- 
bert’s division consisted of four brigades, commanded by Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Green and Colonels Martin, Gates, and Colbert. The cavalry, except 
such companies as were on detached service, was under command of 
Acting Brigadier-General Armstrong. The artillery was apportioned as 
follows: With Maury’s division, Hoxton’s battery (Lieutenant Tobin 
commanding), Bledsoe’s battery, McNally’s battery (Lieutenant Moore 
commanding), Bryan’s battery, Lucas’ battery, and Sengstak’s battery. 
Hoxton’s and Sengstak’s batteries were held as reserves, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Burnet, acting chief of artillery of the division. 
With Hubert’s division were Wade’s, Landis’, Guiboris, Dawson’s, and 
King’s. The cavalry force under General Armstrong reported to the 
major-general commanding the combined forces and afterward acted 
under orders direct from him. 

On the morning of the 30th ultimo we took up the line of march in 
the direction of Pocahontas, which place we reached on the 1st instant, 
and from which we moved upon the enemy at Corinth, bivouacking on 
the night of the 2d instant at a point nearly opposite to Ohewalla, 
having left one regiment of infantry and a section of artillery with the 
wagon train as a guard. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of the 3d instant we resumed the march, 
my command moving on the main Pocahontas and Corinth road in rear 
of General Lovell’s. At a point about IJ miles from the enemy’s outer 
line of fortifications my command made a detour to the left, with in- 
structions to occupy the ground between the Memphis and Charleston 
and Mobile and Ohio Eailroads. This done, my line— Maury occupy- 
ing the right and H6bert the left, with Cabell’s and Colbert’s brigades 
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Not found. 
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ia reserve — ^fronted the enemy’s works in a southeasterly direction, the 
right resting upon the Memphis and Charleston Eailroad. While tiiese 
dispositions were making General Lovell engaged the enemy upon our 
right. 

All being now ready for the attack my line was ordered forward at 
about 10 a. m. Almost simultaneously with the movement the opposed 
armies became engaged in desperate conflict along the whole extent of 
my line. My command had scarcely cleared the position of its first 
formation when, entering an abatis of more than 300 yards, it became 
unmasked before a position naturally exceedingly formidable and ren- 
dered trebly so by the extent of felled timber through which it must 
be approached and the most approved and scientifically constructed 
intrenchments, bristling with artillery of large caliber and supported 
by heavy lines of inianrry. My troops charged the enemy’s position 
with the most determined courage, exposed to a murderous fire of mus- 
ketry and artillery. Without faltering they pressed forward over every 
obstacle, and with shouts and cheers carried in less than twenty min- 
utes the entire line of works, the enemy having fled, leaving in our 
hands many prisoners and two pieces of artillery, one a 4-inch Parrott 
gun, the other a 24-pounder howitzer. 

Our loss in this attack was comparatively small. This is attributa- 
ble to the impetuosity with which the charge was made and the works 
carried. 

It becomes my painful duty in this connection to revert to the distin- 
guLshed serviros of two gnllnnt officer^ who for in orgngomon^ — 

Col. John J>. j iirig.nleof 'I I.'i i,';. 

Samuel Parrir.gti'"!. .1 ■ 'A batb i \ . >1. irll 

mortally woiiiuh'd while leading the charge against an angle in the 
enemy’s works exposed to the fire of onlilad’iig batteries. The gallant 
bearing of this oflicer upon more than one bloody field had won for him 
a place in the heart of every !Vri'?.«:T<'?ippian and the admiration and con- 
fidence of his superior officerN. I.lo'r.cno.ru was struck aud 

instantly killed by a shot from a rifled gun \ ii.ir o righig one of the 
guns of his battery into position. This gallant soldier and courteous 
and chivalric gentleman, forgetful of personal interest and mindful of 
the necessities of the service only, resigned a lieutenant colonelcy in 
the service of his State for a lieutenancy in the Confederate service, 
and gave up his life a glorious sacrifice upon the altar of his country’s 
honor in the seventh of the battles in which he has been conspicuous 
for cool, determined, and effective bravery. Though young, his country 
mourns no more valiant defender, his command no abler commander, 
his friends no worthier recipient of their affection. 

The outer works being in our possession my troops moved forward 
in pursuit of the retreating enemy until within about 1 mile of Cor- 
inth, where the enemy was encountered in position and in force. The 
necessary disposition being made, my whole line again moved forward 
to the attack at about 3 p. m. Here the fighting was of unparalleled 
fierceness along the whole extent of my line. The position of the 
enemy along the entire length of his lines was covert by fencing, 
heavy timber, or thick underbrush, while portions of my troops ad- 
vanced through open fields, exposed to a deadly fire of batteries oper- 
ating over the enemy’s line of infantry. Here, as in the assault upon 
the outer works, we had little artillery in action, it being impossible to* 
procure such positions for my batteries as would enable them to co- 
operate effectively with the infantry. After continuous and most des- 
perate fighting along the whole extent of my line of nearly two hours’ 
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duration, tbeenem^", notwithstanding his lines had been trebled bj re- 
enforcements, was driven from his positions and forced to take refuge in 
his innermost works in and around the town. The troops of my com- 
mand, having nearly exhausted their ammunition in the heavy fighting 
through the day, were withheld from immediate pursuit, and the delay 
in procuring the necessary supplies of ammunition forced us to close 
the fight for the day. My troops were withdrawn for cover and laid on 
their arms during the night in the position from which the enemy had 
been driven. 

About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th three batteries of my com- 
mand were placed in position and opened fire upon the town, under the 
immediate orders of the major-general commanding. About daylight 
orders were received to advance my whole line. In the execution of this 
order a delay was occasioned by the illness of Brigadier-General Hdbert, 
commanding a division. He was necessarily relieved from duty. The 
command devolved upon Brigadier-General Gre^n, who moved forward 
as soon as he could make the necessary disposition of his troops. 

It was after 9 o’clock when my line became generally and furiously 
engaged with the enemy in his innermost and most tbrmidable works, 
from which his infantry and artillary could jointly operate against my 
troops. Here, as in the previous actions, my artillery could not be 
effectively brought into action and but few of the guns were engaged. 
The fighting by my command was almost entirely confined to the in- 
fantry. My men pressed forward upon the enemy, and with heavy loss 
succeeded in getting into his works, having driven him from them, capt- 
uring more than forty pieces of artillery and forcing him to take refuge 
in the houses of the town and in every place that would afford protection 
from our galling fire. He was followed and driven from house to house 
with great slaughter. In the town were batteries in mask, supported 
by heavy reserves, behind which the retreating enemy took shelter, and 
which opened upon our troops a most destructive fire at short range. 
My men held their positions most gallantly, returning the fire of the 
enemy with great spirit until portions of them exhausted their ammu- 
nition and were compelled to retire. This necessitated the withdrawal 
of the whole line, which was done under a withering fire. The attack 
was not resumed and we fell back to our supply train, the men being 
almost exhausted from exertion and want of food and water. Gener^ 
YiDepigue’s brigade moved over to our assistance but did not become 
engaged, as the enemy was too badly cut up to follow us. WefeU back, in 
order to obtain water, some 6 miles from Carinth, where we bivouacked 
for the night, bringing off all of onr artillery and arms save one rifled 
piece, which had been inadvertently driven into the enemy’s line while 
going into battery before daylight in the morning and had been left. 
We brought off also the two guns captured at the outer line of fortifl- 
cations on the 3d. 

It is impossible for me to do justice to the courage of my troops in 
these engagements, nor can I discriminate between of&cers or com- 
mands where all behaved so nobly. This is the less necessary, as the 
operations d my command were under the immediate observation of 
the major-general commanding. 

For minute details of the actioni^ and particularly of the artillery, of 
the 3d and 4th instant, as well as lor instances of personal and distin- 
guished gaHantry, I beg leave to refer the major-general commanding 
to the reports of the commanding officers, herewith inclosed. 

On the morning of the 5th instant we resumed the march in the 
direction of Pocahontas, my command moving by divisions, Maury’s in 
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front, each in reav of its ordnance and supply train, except Moore’s bri- 
gade, which constituted the advance guard. After c .Vf 2 " the Tus- 
cumbia Moore’s brigade was hurried forward to prot^ r 1 Bridge 
across the Hatchie, which was threatened by an advance of the enemy. 
It being found that the enemy was in force, the remainder of Maury’s 
division was ordered forward,' and finally I was ordered to move up the 
whole of my command. Moore’s brigade, with a section of the Saint 
Louis Battery and Sengstak’s battery, were thrown across the flatchie, 
but the enemy having possession of the heights commanding the cross- 
ing, as well as the position in which these troops were placed, and it 
being found that he was in very heavy force, it was deemed advisable 
to cross the Hatchie by another road, and these troops were withdrawn 
after serious loss to the east side of the Hatchie, where, being joined 
by Cabell’s and Phifer’s brigades, and, assisted by the batteries of Me- 
ls ally, Hogg, Landis, and Tobin, they effectually checked the advance 
of the enemy. Green’s division, which had been delayed by passing 
the wagon train that had been parked near the Tuscumbia, arriving on 
the ground, was formed in line of battle, but the enemy making no 
further effort to advance the whole of my command were moved off by 
another route, General Lovell’s command being in our rear. This was 
our last engagement with the enemy. 

In this engagement we lost four guns, occasioned by the killing of 
horses. Our whole wagon train came off without molestation or loss, 
except a few wagons that were broken down and had to be abandoned. 

The history of this war contains no bloodier page perhaps than that 
which will record this fiercely contested battle. The strongest expres- 
sions fall short of my admiration of the gallant conduct of the officers 
and men under my command. Words cannot add luster to the fame 
they have acquired through deeds of noble daring which, living through 
future time, will shed about every man, officer, and soldier who stood to 
his arms through this struggle a halo of glory as imperishable as it is 
brilliant. They have won to their sisters and daughters the distin- 
guished honor, set before them by a general of their love and admira- 
tion upon the event of an ’mpordinor battle upon the same fieid, of the 
proud exclamation, “My b.-oi in r, f'.; ;irr, was at the great battle of Cor- 
inth.” 

The bloodiest record of this battle is to come. The long hst of the 
gallant dead upon this field will carry sorrow to the hearth-stone of 
many a noble champion of our cause, as it does to the hearts of those 
who are to avenge them. A nation mourns their loss while it cherishes 
the story of their glorious death, pointing out to their associate officers 
in this mighty straggle for liixM iy the pailiway to victory and honor. 
They will live ever in the hearts of the admiring people of the Govern- 
ment for the establishment of which they have given their lives. 

Of the field officers killed were Colonels Eogers, Second Texas In- 
fantry, who fell in the heart of the town of eleven wounds; Johnson, 
Twentieth Arkansas, and Daly, of the Eightcontli Arkani^iisS; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonels Maupin, First Missouri Ca\iihy (dismouiuixl;, and Leigh, 
Forty-third Mississippi; Majors Vaughn, "Sixth Missouri Infantry; 
Dowdell, Twenty-first Arkansas, and McDonald, Fortieth Mississippi. 

Many of my ablest and most gaUant field officers are wounded, sev- 
eral mortally. Of this number are Colonels Erwin, Sixth Missouri In- 
fant:^ ; MacFarlane, Fourth Missouri Infantry ; Pritchard, Third Mis- 
souri Infantry; Moore, Forty-third Mississippi, and McLain, Thirty- 
seventh Mississippi ; Lieutenant-Colonels Pixlee, Sixteenth Arkansas; 
Hedgpeth, Sixth Missouri Infantry ; Terral, Seventh Mississippi Bat- 
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talion; Lanier, Forty-second Alabama; Hobson, Third Arkansas 
Cavalry; Matlieny, Twenty-first Arkansas ; Campbell, Fortieth Missis- 
sippi, and Boone, Fifteenth Arkansas Infantry; Majors Senteny, Second 
Missouri Infantry; Keirn, Thirty-eighth Mississippi; Slaton, Thirty- 
seventh Alabama; Timmins, Second Texas; Jones, Twenty-first Ar- 
kansas ; Eussell, Third Louisiana ; Yates, [Thirty-sixth Mississippi], and 
McQuiddy, Third Missouri Cavalry. 

For other casualties in officers and men I beg leave to refer to lists* 
inclosed. 

I cannot close this report without recognizing the eminent services 
and valuable assistance of Brigadier-Generals Maury, Hubert (whose 
services I regret to have lost on the morning of the 4th by reason of 
his illness), and Green, commanding divisions. I bear willing testi- 
mony to the admirable coolness, undaunted courage, and milita]^ skill 
of these officers in disposing their respective commands and in exe- 
cuting their orders. Through them I transmit to Brigadier-Generri 
Moore and acting Brigadier-Generals Cabell, Phifer, Gates, and Col- 
bert my high appreciation of their efficient services on the field. Their 
skill in maneuvering their troops and promptness and gallantry in lead- 
ing them through the most desperate conflicts elicit my highest admi- 
ration ; and of my troops as a body I can say no juster or more compli- 
mentary words than that they have sustained and deepened and widened 
their reputation for exalted patriotism and determined valor. 

To my personal staff I return my thanks for their promptness in the 
delivery of my orders and their gallant bearing on the field. 

All of which is resi)ectfnlly submitted. 

STERLING PRICE, 

Major-GeneraL 

Maj. M. M. KimiEL, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneralf Army of West Tennessee. 


No. 109. 

Report of Brig. Gm. Martin B. Green, 0. 8. Army, commanding Third 

Brigade and First Division, inAludirig engagmnent at Hatchie Bridge. 

October 19, 1862. 

Sm : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by that portion of the army under my command in the recent en- 
gagement at Corinth : 

On the morning of the 3d instant, being in command of the Third Bri- 
gade, of the First Division, commanded by Brigadier-General Hubert, I 
was ordered to take position on the left of the Fourth Brigade, forming 
a line in front of and 300 or 400 yards from the enemy^s outer breast- 
works. Scarcely was the line formed when the enemy opened upon us 
with great fierceness a fire of shell and grape, doing us, however, but 
little harm, wounding a few men. 

About 12 o’clock we were ordered to advance. Our skirmishers, be- 
ing in front of our lines, soon drove the enemy’s skirmishers inside of 
the fortifications, where they endeavored to make a stand and opened 
upon us with musketry. We continued to advance rapidly. The enemy 
fled and we took possession of the fortifications. The order being still 


♦ Not found. 
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to forward, we moved in line until we came to an open field, where the 
enemy opened upon us a murderous fire from two batteries placed upon 
a hill beyond. I halted the brigade and ordered Captains Landis and 
Guibor, with their batteries, to take position and fire upon the enemy. 
We here had a brisk artillery fight, which lasted about three-quarters 
of an hour. Our batteries having driven those of the enemy from their 
position I then advanced my brigade until I came to another field, 
where I found the enemy in line under the cover of a fence on the far 
side of the field, waiting our approach. Here we saw danger ahead, with 
a battery and line of infantry firing upon us from the left and a heavy 
fire in front. We moved forward at double-quick across the open field 
to meet the enemy. Here was fire of musketry for about one 

and a half hours, and as we \ the lines of the enemy they 

would bring fresh troops. I sent to Colonel Gates, whose brigade was 
not engaged, to try and relieve us of the cross-fire on the left, which he 
did by sending to my support the Second Missouri Infantry, Colonel 
Cockrell commanding. We then soon succeeded in driving the enemy 
from the field, but not until we had lost many brave and gallant officers 
and soldiers. 

During this ongngomont T was enabled to see the whole length of 
my brigade, coii>is!!i.g of Tijira Missouri and Second Mississippi Eegi- 
ments,* and I am proud to say there was no faltering, but aU seemed 
eager for the combat, and nobly did they sustain it. Ho troops could 
have done better; nor could I -V-'r" between the regiments which 
behaved the most gallantly. I'., r-s . gorouslv the work assigned it. 

In this charge we lost largely in officers. Colonels Erwin and Mac- 
Earlane and Lieutenant-Colonels Terra! and Hedgpeth were wounded. 
Colonel Terral fell while urging his men forward. He was at least 20 
yards in advance of his command. I fear he will never again be able 
to take the field. In him we lose a gallant officer. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leigh, of Forty-third Mississippi, fell while gallantly leading his wing 
of the regiment. Major McQuiddy was severely wounded. Major 
Yaughn, of the Sixth Missouri, was killed while leading the charge. 
Several officers of the line were killed, among whom were the following: 
Captains Taylor, McKinney, and Graves. 

After the enemy fell back and the firing ceased we gathered up the 
wounded and advanced our line some 200 yards beyond where the 
enemy ha"l riT.;’ ^ us and slept upon our arms all night. 

About \lii\ ■ leaving our skirmishers out, we fell back about 100 
yards under cover of the hill in order to get some refreshments. Be- 
fore we were done eating the enemy opened their batteries upon us most 
fhriously. 

Just at this time I received a message from General Hubert, inform- 
ing me that he was unable to take the field and that the command of 
the division would devolve upon me. In a few minutes I received an 
order from General Price placing me in command. The command of 
the Third Brigade now devolved upon Colonel Moore, of the Forty-third 
Mississippi Eegiment. 

At the time of assuming command I found the brigades placed as 
follows: The Third Brigade on the left of General Phifer, its left resting 
near the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad; First Brigade (Colonel Gates) on 
its left, fronting the railroad; the Fourth Brigade (Colonel McLain) on 
its left, .:“ l -iie Second Brigade (Colonel Colbert) in reserve. I im- 
mediately sent fbr the Second Brigade and placed it in line where the 


‘So in original, but erroneous. See p. 374, for organization. 
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drove them back. The Fourth Brf;rnclo came upon a body of the en- 
emy^s skirmishers ; charged nytl them. We here lay still for 

about half an hour, the enc \ every minute expecting to move 

forward, but instead we to fall back, which we did 

without any interruption of the enemy, though they still continued 
throwing shells, as they had been doing all the time. Here I had 3 or 
4 men slightly wounded. I was then ordered to move my division out 
on the Bone Yard road. 

At the crossing of the Hatchie I received orders to proceed to the 
Eipley road and bivouac for the night, which I did in line along the 
road toward Pocahontas, throwing out pickets to give notice of the 
approach of the enemy. 

The next morning I resumed the march in good order toward 
Eipley. 

During the fight and on the retreat both officers and soldiers have 
shown themselves as brave as the most sanguine could desire. All did 
^eir duty well, and were I to particularize I would not know where to 
begin. I cannot, however, refrain from acknowledging my obligations 
to Oapt. William B. Pittman for his promptness in conveying i\i\ order 
through the field wheu the very atmoR])here seemed filled with shot, 
shell, grape, and canister; also to JMaj. Thco. Johnston, who acted as 
volunteer aide, and who conveyed orders with great dispatch through 
the hottest firing regaidless of danger. 

Very respeettuily, your obedient servant, 

MAETIN B. GEEEK, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding JDivmon. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Army of the West, 


No. 110. 

Beport of Lieut, Col. JEJ, B. SawMns, First Texas Legion^ Second Brigade^ 
including engagement at Hatchie Bridge, 

Headquarters First Texas Leg-ion, 

October 11, 1862. 

Colonel: Having been ordered to give a report of the engagement 
at Davis’ Bridge on the 5th I respectfully submit the following ; 

On the Ttiorning of October 5, at 7.30 o’clock, I received an order 
from ^lajor-Geuoral Yan Dorn to report with my command and a sec- 
tion of Captain Dawson’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant Olds, 
to Col. Wirt Adams, at Davis’ Bridge, on the Hatchie, and in a few 
minutes I moved and hastened to obey the order from General Yan 
Dom, when I met Colonel Adams at the point above mentioned at about 
8.30 o’clock with 360 effective men. Colonel Adams ordered me to post 
the Legion on the east hank of the Hatchie, which I did, and remained 
in line of battle some three-quarters of an hour. Colonel Adams then 
ordered me to cross the stream and take a position in line of battle on 
the west side of the stream, with the right wing of the Legion a few 
yards below the bridge and with the left wing, viz, Companies E, G, 
H, and M, moved by the left flank above the bridge about 100 yards, to 
move forward in line of battle. I then moved forward, leaving the 
Hatchie, 500 or 600 yards into an open field under a galling fire of grape- 
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shot and shell from a battery advantageously posted in our front and 
supported by an overwhelming force of infantry, their line extend- 
ing as far as I could see on my right. I had moved up to and was oc- 
cupying the position indicated by Colonel Adams, when the enemy got 
into position with a second battery farther to my left and opened a ter- 
rific fire of grape-shot. At this moment one of General Mauiy^s staff 
— I do not Itoow his name— came up and ordered that I should fall back 
to a position for the purpose of fianking the enemy’s artillery. I moved 
back in good order and halted opposite to and on the left of the section 
of Dawson’s battery commanded by Lieutenant Olds, which had been 
put in position by order of General Maury near the road about 150 
yards west from Davis’ house, and which was used with much skill — 
and with coolness and bravery seldom witnessed — by the lieutenant 
until he was compelled to leave the field in consequence of having ex- 
hausted his ammunition. I then fired upon the enemy’s infantry as 
they emerged from under cover of fences, ditches, and hedges in large 
forces both in front and on my right and left and held them in check in 
front, but only to see a regiment moving up rapidly on my right to pre- 
vent our reaching the bridge, and was therefore compelled to retire or 
fall into the hands of the enemy with the five companies above men- 
tioned. When I reached the bridge with these companies I found 
that the right wing — under command of Senior Capt. J. T. Whitfield, 
and composed of the following companies : I, D, El, M, 0, F, and L — 
was crossing to the east side of the Hatchie by order of Colonel Boss, 
of the Sixth Eegiment Texas Cavalry. General Moore then came up, 
and ordered that inasmuch as it was impossible to hold a position near 
the bridge to move back to a position which he would indicate. I then 
met with General Price, who ordered me to the Second Brigade, as it 
was then coming up. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. HAWBJljrS, 

Lieutenant- Gohnely Commanding First Texas Legion* 


Eo. 111. 

Be^ort of Brig, Gen. Lalney jBT. Maury ^ 0 , S. Army, commanding Division^ 
including engagement at Hatchie Bridge* 

Headquaetbes Mauey’s Division, 

* Gamp on Tippah^ Octoher 10, 1862. 

Captain ; I have the honor to report that this division of the Army 
of the West moved from Eipley toward Corinth on September 3^ 
numbering 3,896 infantry, five light batteries of four guns each, and 881 
cavalry. 

On the morning of October 3 we moved at daylight from our camp 
near Chewalla to attack the enemy in Corinth. The division was formed 
in line of battle near Walker’s house, north of the Memphis and Charles- 
ton Eailroad, Moore’s brigade with its right resting near the railroad; 
Phifer’s brigade was formed on Moore’s left, extending to Hdbert^s 
division, and Cabell’s brigade was held in reserve. The line faced Cor- 
inth and the enemy’s advanced line of intrenchments. The sharp- 
shooters of Moore’s and Phifer’s brigades, under Colonels Eogers, Stir- 
man, and Bridges, soon became briskly engaged with those of riie enemy 
and forced them back into their intrenchments. 
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At 10 a. m. onr whole line moved forward and the strong outworks 
of the enemy were carried without a check. Moore and Phifer at 
once pushed on toward Corinth in pursuit of the retreating enemy. 
When within little more than a mile of the town they were halted. 
Moore was moved toward his right to unite with the line of General 
Lovell, which was advancing along the south side of the Memphis and 
Charleston Eailroad, and soon encountered a heavy force of the enemy, 
whom, after a fierce combat, he drove before him. Soon afterward he 
was re enforced by two regiments of CabelPs brigade, under Colonels 
Johnson and Dockery, The advance was then resumed and Moore 
became hotly engaged with the enemy, occupying a field work or in- 
trenched camp. This he carried by assault, the camp and 

its stores. Phifer, advancing, was met near tl:c and Ohio Eail- 

road by a strong force of the enemy, whom, after an obstinate combat, 
attended with heavy loss on both sides, he drove back into Corinth, 
and was then halted, with his left resting within 400 yards of the 
Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, his right being a little thrown back. Cabell 
was sent to support Ph'^or’? r’ght. n^w .separated by a wide space from 
Moore, and was soon -im* to support Hdbert, who was 

threatened by a flank movement of the enemy toward his extreme left. 

About dark Moore was drawn in toward his left until his line united 
with Phifer’s, and the troops lay on their arms in these positions during 
the night. 

Just before daylight Major Burnet placed the batteries of Tobin, 
Sengstak, and McEally upon an advanced ridge about 600 yards from 
Coriiiili and opened fire upon the town. One of these pieces, while 
taking position, being thrown by Captain Tobin rather too far beyond 
his supports, was surprised and capnirod by the enemy’s sharpshooters. 
Captain Tobin was made prisoner at the same time. At daylight all 
of these guns were withdrawn and the fire of the division was main- 
tained by the sharpshooters only, who boldly and incessantly, under 
Eogers, Stirman, and Bridges, harassed the enemy. 

1 had been ordered to await the attack of Hubert’s division on my 
left before advancing to storm the town. Soon after 10 o’clock the fir- 
ing upon my left became sharp, and Moore and Phifer were at once 
advanced. Cabell’s brigade was moved closer up and held in reserve. 
In a few minutes the fusilade became general along the whole line of 
the Army of the West, and Cabell’s brigade was ordered in to support 
of Gates’ brigade, the next on Phifer’s left. The brigades of Generals 
Moore, Phifer, and Cabell were ".i-lnntly Ird by their commanders to 
the assault of the enemy’s works -’i : I'.l- ii of Corinth. They carried 
them, planted their colors within them, drove the enemy from them, 
and held them until forced back by the overwhelming reserves of the 
enemy. The division was then reformed and marched back to encamp 
near Chewalla. 

liText morning it moved toward Pocahontas. When within 5 miles of 
Davis’ Bridge couriers from Col. Wirt Adams, who had been guarding 
that point, apprised us that the enemy was advancing in force to seize 
it before we could cross. Moore’s briga<lo — now reduced to about 300 
men — was pushed forward, and with uk" Saini Louis Battery and two 
guns taken from the enemy at Corinth, all under Major Burnet’s orders, 
marched across the bridge and formed with the view of storming the 
heights of Metamora, but they were too few and too late. The enemy’s 
artillery and infantry, already in position, swept them away, and were 
close upon the bridge before I'hiler* s brigad^ commanded by Colonel 
Boss, could cross and form to meet them. We lost four of our guns 
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here. Kothing remained for us but to dispute the enemy’s passage 
over the bridge and to hold him in check as long as possible. This was 
gallantly done for more than an hour by the remnants of Moore’s, 
Phifer’s, and Cabell’s brigades, and by the batteries of Hogg, Seng- 
stak, Dawson, Lieutenants Moore and Miles, superintended by Major 
Burnet. They were all then ordered to retire and take up a new posi- 
tion within the timber. This was done in good order, and, the enemy 
not advancing, the whole division was withdrawn and put upon the 
inarch by another route, our rear being covered by General Yillepigue’s 
brig^e. Last night the division bivouacked at this point. 

I inclose herewith the reports of the several brigade commanders, 
and refer you to them for more detailed accounts of these actions than 
I can give. 

I can bear honest testimony to the fidelity and valor of the officers 
and troops under my command. The instances of gallant conduct 
would include too many for me to mention here ; but there are two 
men of humble rank whose conspicuous courage and energy at Davis’ 
Bridge attracted general attention and admiration. One is Earnest 
Goolah, chief bugler of Boss’ regiment. The other is Benjamin J. Chand- 
ler, a private of Company C, demons’ cavalry. I recommend them to 
the most favorable consideration of the general commanding as worthy 
of the honors due to conspicuous courage upon the battle-field. 

My staffi officers were always prompt, intelligent, and gallant. 

1 inclose the reports of our losses.* You will observe that they have 
been very heavy ; but, sir, we remember that our noble dead fell in 
the streets and in the innermost fortifications of Corinth, and that our 
torn colors have floated in triumph over the very stronghold of the foe. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

DABHBY H. MAUBY, 
Brigadier-Generaly Commanding Division. 

Capt. J. M. LoxJGHBOEOtraH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 


112 . 

Bejgort of Ca^t. Edward H. Cummins^ 0. S. Army^ Acting Inspectar-Gen- 
eralj including engagement at Eatchie Bridge. 

Keae Holly Springs, Miss., 

October 11, 1862. 

Deae Gbneeal : Knowing that your patriotism embraces the whole 
country and that your heart is with all our armies alike, I make no 
apology for sending you what I intend to be a brief account of our 
recent expedition and disaster: 

On the morning of October 3, with about 15,000 or 16,000 effective 
men, we attacked Corinth on the northwest side, Lovell, with three 
brigades, forming our right, and Price, with seven, our left. The at- 
tack commenced about 8.30. By 11 o’clock we had felt our way up to 
the rifle-pits which we constructed last spring about 3 miles from the 
town, and about 12 o’clock we stormed them. They were not obsti- 
nately defended and our loss was small. Lovell then took the south 
side of the Memphis and Charleston Bailroad and we the north and 


*See Return of Casualties in the Army of West Tennessee, p. 3S3. 
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moved on. Our division (Maury’s), right of Price and center of army, 
v^as soon hotly engaged and swept several brigades before us, until we 
reached the inner line of works which the Yankees had put up in 
Corinth a few hundred yards from the intersection of the railroads, 
Moore’s (our First) brigade did the heavy business, carrying three 
camps and turning a strong redoubt in Lovell’s front, saving him the 
trouble of carrying it, and we rested that night within 400 or 500 yards 
of the works I mentioned. 

All night a great rattling of wagons and shouting of teamsters and 
suppressed murmur of hurrying hosts denoted great activity, from 
which some of us surmised that the enemy were evacuating. 

Before dawn fourteen pieces of our artillery commenced r-hiy'r'g on 
the town and batteries from the front of our lines, 400 or .‘/■•o \ .‘.-■i'-, as 
I said, and were replied to by an immensely superior and oor ■'*cntrn'"i'ng 
fire, which, as soon as daylight revealed us perfectly exposi (!. ‘pt *1 
us to withdraw. One piece, however, was captured by a sortie of the 
enemy’s skirmishers. We then advanced and entered Corinth. Our di- 
vision obtained the ground from the Tishomingo Hotel, back of Bragg’s 
old headquarters, and nearly to the house where Major Smith had his 
quarters. Hebert was on our left and occupied the works on the ridge 
northwest from your house. But we scarcely got in when we met and 
were overwhelmed by the enemy’s massive reserves. Our lines melted 
under their fire like snow in thaw. The fragments who escaped formed 
again before we got beyond the fire of the batteries, and Lovell came 
over and became the rear guard, and we fell back 9 miles that night. 
Our division did not number 800 men. 

Next morning we fell back, intending to retreat by the same route 
by which we had approo<hr-d. but found the passage of the Hatchie 
Eiver disputed by lir.iliim'N corps, 12,000 strong, which had marched 
across from Bolivar and reached Pocahontas before us. The bridge 
was about 2 miles from Pocahontas. Moore’s and Phifer’s remnants 
of brigades crossed and were again gobbled up and we lost one battery. 
The rest of the division got up and, though greatly exhausted, managed 
to hold the enemy in check for two hours, the other fragments of bri- 
gades and regiments composing Hubert’s division coming up feebly 
and supporting u.s. We gave up the attempt to cross, and fell back 
again and marched by another route to the south. The enemy had 
burned the bridge by which we now hoped to get out, but Frank [0.] Arm- 
strong, who proved our salvation, had, with great foresight and energy, 
rebuilt it. The enemy did not pursue with any great vigor, and we 
saved nearly everything but our wounded, and some of them. Bowen 
lost part of his train. We 'brought off two captured guns, and lost five 
and brought along 300 prisoners. 

I do not know the loss of The. army. Price is reduced from 10,000 to 
between 5,000 and 6,000. Lovell has not suffered a great deal. The 
enemy’s force I do not know. When we got into Corinth he swallowed 
up seven brigades of as good fighting men as I ever saw in about twenty 
minutes. He had abundance of artillery of heavy caliber. I saw 10- 
inch shot in the field. 

No casualties in staff except Major Balfour killed, an elegant and 
gallant gentleman, and young Sullivane taken and since paroled, both 
of Yan Dorn’s staff. 

More than half the line officers of our (Price’s) army are killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

After all that has happened I am happy to say that the morale of 
the army, or what is left of it, is astonishingly good. 
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General Maury has looked over this and says it is clear and correct. 
Here is a list of our division casualties : 


Officers — 
Men 

Total 


I 

34 

■ 1 211 
245 


321 . 46 201 

805 1,381 1 2,397 


1,427 2,598 


We took in less than 3j900. God bless you, my dear general, and 
send us better days. 

Your devoted friend and servant, 

B. H. CUMMINS. 

General G. T. Beaueegakd, 0. S* Army. 


No. 113. 

Report of Brig, Gen. John 0. Moore^ G. 8. Army^ commanding Brigade^ 
including engaganent at Hatchie Bridge. 

Heaeqxjaetees Mooee’s Beigade, 

Matte Y^s Division, Aemy of the West, 

Gampj LumpkMs Milly near Holly Springs^ Mis*., Oct. 13, 1862. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this brigade in the actions of the 3d, 4th, and 5th instant: 

This brigade was composed of the following regiments, to wit, Second 
Texas, Col. W. P. Bogers ; Lyles’ Arkansas regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pennington 5 Boone’s regiment Arkansas Yolunteers^ieutenant-Colonel 
Boone; Thirty-^h Mississippi Yolunteers, CoL William S. Barry; 
Borty-second Alabama Yolunteers, Col. John W. Portis, and Bledsoes 
battery, Capt. H, M. Bledsoe, making five regiments and one battery. 
Total effective strength about 1,892. 

On the morning of the 3d we formed in line of battle near the road 
leading from Pocahontas to Corinth and distant about half a mile from 
the enemy’s outer works. Our brigade here occupied the right of the 
line formed by Maury’s division, our right resting on the Mobile and 
Ohio road, and Lovell’s, our right, beyond the road. Soon Lovell’s 
forces engaged the enemy, and our brigade was ordered forward across 
a corn field to their support, with instructions to halt on reaching the 
timber on the opposite side and await further orders. On reaching the 
point designated » part of the Second Texas and one company of the 
Thirty-fifth Mississippi were thrown forward as skirmishers and were at 
once engaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters, when they were driven 
back within their intrenchments. We here lost a few men and Maj. W. 
O. Timmins, of the Second Texas, commanding the skirmishers, was 
wounded. 

We were now ordered forward to assault the enemy’s works. We 
advanced in a well preserved line of battle, considering the difficulties 
of the ground, and on reaching the fallen timber in front of the enemy’s 
intrenchments we charged and carried the enemy’s works with but little 
opposition, except on our left, where the Forty-second Alabama was ex- 
posed to a heavy fire, though their loss in killed and wounded was but 



398 


WEST TENN. AND NORTHERN MISS. 


[Chap. XXIX, 


8 or 10, iric-'Inclir.c: 1 officer. This regiment advanced with remarkable 
steadine>>. ; .:N ' u-!; :heir first engagement. Advancing about a fourth 
of a mile, we were halted to form a junction vith Lovelies forces, now 
on our right, which we failed to do. Cur skivinishors again soon en- 
gaged the enemy and were driven back on our line, which led to a se- 
vere but short engageir.out, in which we soon routed the enemy and 
drove them from their position. Here an unfortunate mistake was com- 
mitted, the Forty-second Alabama firing on our skirmishers, mistaking 
them for the enemy, killing and wounding several officers and men. 

At this time a cannonading was kept up at some distance to our 
right from a strong work of the enemy about 200 yards south of the 
Memphis and Charleston Eailroad. Being now re-enforced by Colonels 
Johnson’s and Dockery’s (Arkansas) regiments, we changed direction 
to the right, throwing forward the left wing, and moved in the direction 
of the firing. We soon reached the railroad, having our line of battle 
nearly parallel to it, and on crossing the enemy opened on us a most 
terrific fire from the brow of a hill not more than 75 yards distant. The 
enemy opposed us with a heavy force, being formed in two lines, the 
front lying on the ground and the other firing over them. This awful 
fire staggered us but for a moment, and as soon as our line was steadied 
a little we charged, drove them from the position, and carried their 
works, capturing a few prisoners, and taking a large camp, with their 
supplies of commissary and quartermaster’s stores. On discovering our 
approach the enemy removed and saved their guns. This we found to 
be a strong work, in a fine position^ and well constructed. From the 
position we judged this to be the point from which a cannonading had 
been kept up during the day. 

Being now separated from our division and night npp^o.acb’ng (being 
between 3 and4 o’clock), we dispatched Lieutenant Me I'sirlaiid r*) report 
to General Maury our success and ask for orders. In the course of half 
an hour General Lovell and staff came up, and on consultation we 
agreed to form a line of battle perpendicular to the railroad, our left 
resting on the road and advance toward Corinth. In about an hour his 
forces came up and moved to our right. 

At about dark, while waiting for a notification from General Lovell 
to advance, which he said he would give when ready, we received orders 
from General Maury to rejoin the division and take position on Phifer’s 
right, which brought us on the hill in sight of Corinth about an hour 
and a half after dark, where we slept on our arms until morning. 

At early dawn on the morning of the 4th, batteries having been placed 
in front of our lines to open fire on Corinth, the brigade was moved by 
the left flank and placed in rear of Phifer, sheltered by timber in front* 
When the firing from the batteries ceased we moved forward and took 
position obliquely to the right and front of Phifer. Our skirmishers 
were again thrown forward, and kept up a sharp engagement with the 
enemy until about 10 o’clock. We had been previously notified by Gen- 
eral Maury that we would advance when Hubert’s division made the 
attack on our left, our brigade being supported by Cabell’s on our right 
and Phifer’s on the left. 

About 10 o’clock the firing on our left became heavy and we at once 
gave the command forward, sending Lieutenant McFarland to notify 
General Maury of our advance movement. We had not gone 100 yards 
before the enemy seemed to discover our designs and at once opened on 
us, and kept up the severest fire I ever imagined possible to concentrate 
on one point in front of a fortification, yet we suffered but little, being 
protected by timber until we reached the fallen timber and open space 
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-wliicli extended about 100 yards in front of their works. On reaching 
this point we charged and carried the enemy^s works the whole extent 
of our line and penetrated to the very heart of Corinth, driving the 
enemy from house to house and frequently firing in at the windows and 
driving them out. The enemy were driven from the breastworks in 
great confusion, leaving their guns, some with the teams still hitched, 
while others bad their horses cut loose and ran off. Our men brought 
off two or three horses which they found hitched in the streets near the 
Corinth House, their owners being absent. The Forty-second Alabama, 
from their position in line, were brought in front of a strong bastion, 
the walls of which they found too high to scale, but rushing to the em- 
brasures they fired three or four volleys, driving the enemy from their 
guns, and then entering the work mounted the parapet and planted 
their flag on the walls. After entering the works we found ourselves 
opposed by an overwhelming force, and being without support- and our 
lines broken and disordered in the assault, we had no alternative left 
but to fall back, which was done. 

' Our loss in this assault was very severe. Three of the flve regimental 
commanders were either killed or wounded. 

I can bear testimony to the coolness and gallantry with which our men 
and officers made this assault. I do not believe that any troops ever 
displayed greater courage in so desperate a charge. 

This was our last engagement in the vicinity of Corinth. Our division 
being reformed, we feU back on the road to Pocahontas and bivouacked 
for the night. 

At an early hour on the morning of the 5th instant our brigade was 
ordered to the front to act as an advance guard. When within 2 or 3 
miles of Davis’ Bridge, across the Hatchie, we received orders to push 
forward, cross the bridge, form line of battle on the right of the road, and 
then advance, take, and hold the heights at Metamora, which command 
the crossing at Davis’ Bridge. We pushed forward with all possible dis- 
patch, but, the men being greatly exhausted and weak for waut of food 
and the previous two days’ marching and hard service, when we reached 
the crossing and formed line w- e did not have more than 250 or 300 men 
in ranks. We formed on the right, opposite the battery established by 
Major Burnet on the left of the road. As we were filing off to the right 
the enemy’s batteries opened on us from the hill at Metamora. The 
Second Texas, being in the rear, was cut off by this fire and did not 
form in line with the other regiments. Our position was now in a nar- 
row strip of woods with open fields in front and rear, that in front ex- 
tending up to the enemy’s position. We had been ordered to advance 
with our left on the road, which would have carried us through the open 
field up to the very muzzles of the enemy’s guns. Being now satisfied 
that the hill was occupied in force and to advance with our small force 
would only prove its total annihilation, we dispatched Lieutenant Mc- 
Farland to the rear for re-enforcements and to report to the general 
commanding that we not only could not advance successfully, but we 
thought we could not hold our present position long without assistance. 
During this time the enemy continued to pour a heavy fire into the bat- 
tery and the woods occupied by our line, in which we lost several men 
killed and wounded. The batteries being soon withdrawn the enemy 
now gave us their whole attention, but we still held our position until 
they reached our left flank and poured into us a most destructive fire. 
This threw our line into some confusion, but rallying we moved to the 
left, faced the enemy, and opened on them. We had not fired more 
than two or three rounds before a perfect shower of balls was poured 
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into onr right flank from the direction of the corn field which was at 
first in onr front. I am satisfied that this fire came from a line which 
had been previously formed in the field and concealed by lying down in 
the grass and corn." We now saw that we must either fall back or be 
surrounded. The order was given, and the bridge being now swept by 
the enemy’s fire, the men crossed at such points of the stream as they 
found most convenient. In crossing many of them lost their guns. 
This means of crossing caused the men to become much scattered, but 
as they were collected they joined Phifer’s and Cabell’s brigades and 
continued the fight. 

Our loss at the bridge was considerable, making the entire loss of 
the brigade during the three days very heavy, as will be seen by the 
accompanying report.* It is impossible at present to make an accu- 
rate report of the killed, wounded, and missing in battle, as the Thirty- 
fifth Mississippi dispersed after the fight at Davis’ Bridge, there being 
now present but some 40 men and 1 line officer — Lieutenant Henry. 
Prom the best information we can obtain we are assured that many of 
the officers and men have gone to their homes. This conduct on their 
part is astonishing and unaccountable, for the regiment acted nobly and 
did good service during the three days’ fighing. It is to be regretted 
that its commander, Colonel Barry, was not present on the 5th, he hay- 
ing been sent to Corinth under a flag of truce to bury the dead. He is 
a gallant and efficient officer, of whom his State may well be proud. 

Without a single exception to our knowledge the officers, one and all, 
did their duty nobly during the several engagements. If I mention one 
in this connection I must mention all or do injustice. 

Corpl. J. A. Going, of the Porty-second Alabama, deserves particular 
notice. He was color-bearer, and though once shot down he gallantly 
bore the flag through the fight on the 4th. 

Private Morgan, of Company H, Boone’s regiment, is reported as hav- 
ing acted with great gallantry. 

The flag of Lyles’ regiment was torn into tatters by the enemy’s shots, 
and when last seen the color-bearer, Herbert Sloane, of Company D, 
was going over the breastworks waving a piece over his head and shout- 
ing for the Southern Confederacy. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. MOOEB, 

Brigodiey'-Generaly Commanding Brigade, 

Capt. D. W. Ploweeeee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ho. 114. 

Report of Brig, Gen, William L, Gahell^ 0, 8, Army^ commanding Brigade^ 
including engagement at Eatchie Bridge, 

Hdqbs. Cabell’s Bei&ade, Matjet’s Division, 

October 10, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by my brigade 
in the engagements before Corinth on the 3d and 4th and at the Hatchie 
Bridge on the 5th instant: 

My brigade consisted of the Eighteenth, nineteenth, Twentieth, and 
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Twenty -first Arkansas Regiments, Jones’ battalion of Arkansas Volun- 
teers, Eapley’s battalion of sharpshooters, and the Api)eal Battery, under 
command of Lieutenant Hogg. These regiments were small, making an 
aggregate of 1,367 effective men. 

On the 3d instant, in obedience to orders from Brigadier-General 
Maury, commanding division, my brigade, after crossing the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad, was held in reserve to support the brigades 
of Generals Moore and Phifer, that were ordered to advance and attack 
the enemy. I remained within supporting distance of these two bri- 
gades with my whole brigade until 3.30 o’clock, when I was ordered to 
send two regiments to support General Moore on the right. I sent at 
once the Nineteenth Arkansas Regiment, under Colonel Dockery, and 
the Twentieth Arkansas, under Col. H. P. Johnson, who became, after 
arriving on the field of battle, quickly engaged with the enemy, driving 
the enemy before them with great loss, our loss being small, not over 
5 killed and 10 wounded in each regiment. After these regiments had 
been sent off* I received an order from the division commander to move 
with the remainder of my brigade to the support of General Phifer. 
This order was obeyed promptly. After arriving on the field I found 
General Phifer’s brigade, although much exhausted with heat and dust, 
had driven the enemy within less than SOO yards of their breastworks 
around the city of Corinth. I immediately formed my line of battle, 
threw my skirmivsbers to the front, and engaged the enemy's skirmish- 
ers, which enabled General Phifer to withdraw his brigade. After his 
brigade was withdrawn I advanced with my skirmishers, fighting the 
enemy as far as I deemed it prudent with the small force I had, I there- 
fore contented myself withholding the position I had and watching the 
movements of the enemy, my skirmishers in the mean time keeping up 
a brisk musketry-fire with the enemy’s sharpshooters. I am confident 
they did terrible execution with the enemy’s skirmishers. I then cap- 
tured two fine ambulances and 9 prisoners. The enemy during this 
time kept up a constant fire of grape and canister, which, although 
furious, did but little barm, as my loss was only 2 privates killed and 
5 wounded. I was here struck myself on the foot with a spent Miiiie 
ball, which gave me a good deal of pain at the time, but did not dis- 
able me. . . ^ ^ 1 

About sundown, after the enemy had drawn all their infantry and 
artillery inside of the inner works, I received an order to report with 
mv brigade to General Hebert, on the extreme left, to guard the cross- 
ing of a road leading from the Purdy road across the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad. I reported, as directed, to Genenil Hubert, who gave me the 
necessary instructions and also ordered me (by the consent ot General 
Armstrong) to retain a section of King’s artillery and Colonel McCul- 
loch’s regiment of cavalry. 

After making such disposition of the forces under my commantl — 
placing out pickets to watch the movements of the enemy, so as to 
be able to protect our left from a fiank movement of the enemy— I re- 
mained there until 7 a. m. on the 4th, when I was ordered by General 
Hubert to move up and report to General Green, to whom he had (being 
sick) turned over the command of the division. I moved up as ordered 
and reported to General Green, who ordered me to remain in supporting 
distance of his brigade, at the same time informing me that I would be 
subject to orders from my own division commander, Brigadier-General 
Maury. A short time had elapsed before I received an order from Gen, 
eral Maury to move as near Phifer as 1 could, taking advantage of the 
ground to protect my men from a terrific fire of artillery wbicb X was 

2a R'R— TOL XYH 
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exposed to from a battery of the enemy on the soutli side ol the Mobile 
and Ohio Eailroad. 1 placed iny brigade on the side of a hill, protect- 
ing them as nmch as possible from this furious discharge of grape, can- 
ister, and shell that was kept up without a moment’s cessation, suffi- 
cient to demoralize any troops except such as the troops which composed 
my brigade. This was within less than 700 yards of the breastworks 
and the town of Corinth, where the First Missouri Brigade, under 
Colonel Gates, was hotly engaged. 

About 11 a. m. 1 received an order from General Maury, delivered by 
Captain Flowerree, adiid:;!-! gt-nerak to move rapidly to the support of 
Colonel Gates, who had entered the enemy’s breastwork and could not 
hold it for the want of ammunition. This order was received with a 
shout by the whole brigade, who had stood this terrible cannonading 
for more than an hour. I immediately after receiving the order moved 
by the left flank at double-quick until I crossed the Mobile and Ohio 
Eailroad. After crossing the railroad through a terrible fire of artillery 
I faced to the front and moved on the enemy’s works, the left in the 
open field and the right and center through a skirt of woods about 50 
yards wide, cxpecti'ig to find the Missouri Brigade. This brigade had, 
however, falK-r biu:'v, taking a road on my extreme right. Instead of 
meeting the Missouri Brigade, as I had been informed 1 would, I found 
the enemy in line of battle just outside of the timber and about 300 
yards in front of their breastworks. My left became engaged at once 
after facing to the front and the whole line in a few minutes afterward, 
when I gave the command charge. As soon as the command was given 
the whole line moved at doiik-li ijiiick almost as one man, shouting 
^‘Butler” and driving the encin\ iu ibre them until they reached the crest 
of the enemy’s breastworks, where a greater force than I had driven in 
sprang up, delivering a tremendous volley in the very faces of a greater 
part of my whole line, which was at that time subject to fire from the 
left front of the bastion near the college, as well as to the artillery fire 
from the battery on the south side of the railroad and on the left of the 
rhargork A part of the Twentieth Arkansas Eegiment, under 
(j)'« . r\ »'•■!! went over the works inside of Corinth, the numbers 
of the enemy being so great in front, at the same time being exposed to 
such a dreadful cross-fire of musketry and artillery on my flank and 
rear, that my men were compelled to fall back with a very heavy loss 
of killed and wounded officers and men. 

The courage and daring of my men, who shot the enemy dowm in their 
trenches, is beyond all praise. The ^ound in front of the breastworks 
was literally covered with the dead and wounded of both friend and 
foe, the killed and wounded of the enemy being nearly if not fully two 
to our one. Those left presented the appearance of men nearly whipped, 
and convinced me that it was nothing but their re-enforcements and 
superior numbers that kept them from a total rout. 

My loss, especially in officers, at this time, I regret to say, was very 
great. A great many, both officers and inv.iilL<. were wounded and 
taken prisoners. I lost here 3 brave and valuable field officers killed — 
Col. H. P. Johnson and Maj. Daniel W. Jones, Twentieth Arkansas 
Eegiment, and Major Dowdell, T .. Arkansas, and Colonel 

Daly, Eighteenth Arkansas, moriauy wounded (since dead)^ Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Matheny, Twenty-first Arkansas, wounded. Captain 
Lynch, Eighteenth Arkansas, and Captain Atkins, Eapley’s battalion, 
two gallant officers, were killed. A list of the killed and wounded has 
been furnished.* 


Embodied in No. 106, p. 383, 
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Colonel Cravens, Tvrenty-first Arkansas, acted nobly and had his 
horse shot under him. 

Colonel Dockery, Lieutenant-Colonels Dismukes and Fletcher, Majors 
Williams and Wilson, distinguished themselves by their daring and gal- 
lantry; also Captain Ashford, who comiiianded the battalion of sharp- 
shooters, Major Eapley being absent sick. 

After being repulsed by an overwhelming force I received an order 
to fall back with what was left of my brigade with the remainder of the 
army, which I did, taking all the knapsacks and blankets I could with 
me to the camp near Che walla, on the south side of the Memphis and 
Charleston Eailroad, where we remained until the morning of the 5th. 

I only numbered, all told, on the morning of the 5th, previous to 
marching to Davis’ Bridge, across the Hatchie Eiver, 550 men. Mine 
was the rear brigade in the division, and was, owing to the order of 
march of that day, some distance in rear of the advance brigade, which 
became engaged with a greatly superior force of the enemy immediately 
after crossing the Hatchie Eiver. When the cannonading in front was 
first heard I was then crossing the •Tuscumbia Eiver, a distance of 5 
miles. I received an order from General Maury while crossing the 
river to move rapidly to the front to the support of General JMoore. I 
moved forward then as rapidly as possible, at the double-quick most of 
the way, until I reached the field of battle, which was then on the east 
side of the river, and where General Phifer’s brigade, with my battery 
of artillery which I had sent in advance, was hotly engaged with the 
enemy. I immediately, after ascertaining the position of the enemy, 
formed line of battle and placed my line on the right of General 
Phifer’s brigade. The enemy opened fire on us at once. We replied 
instantly and continued to keep up a perfect musketry duel for about 
an hour, when I found my cartridges giving out. I immediately issued 
about 10 rounds of cartridges to the man and renewed the fire, which 
was continued until the enemy had ceased firing, except their skirmish- 
ers, and my cartridges had given out. I sent word to General Maury 
that my ammunition had given out and that I could only hope to hold 
the ground with bayonet should the enemy’s cavalry attempt to charge 
us. General Maury ordered me to fall back to the timber and get am- 
munition. After receiving this order I withdrew my men in good order 
with a loss of not more than 2 killed and 8 wounded, a thing unprece- 
dented, considering the obstinacy of the fight that had been going on 
for nearly an hour and a half. While withdrawing my men my horse, 
which had become very frantic, fell on me and injured my thigh and 
hip very seriously, completely paralyzing my left leg. I, however, 
formed my line and gave the command of the few that were left to Col- 
onel Dockery, as I was unable to walk. 

In this action, as well as in the engagements of Friday and Saturday, 
I cannot particularize. Every officer and man seemed willing and 
anxious to meet the enemy, and the gallant and daring charge made on 
the enemy’s breastworks and the obstinacy with which they stood in 
an open field and fought an enemy partly concealed in the woods for an 
hour and a half at HatcMe Eiver will bear testimony to the fact, and 
gives them a just claim to the admiration and gratitude of the State 
and country, and will cause them to mingle their tears with the sur- 
vivors for the heroes who have fallen. 

My personal staff— Maj. John King, adjutant-general; Captain Bal- 
four, inspector-general ; Lieut. Marshall Hairston, aide-de-camp — were 
all distinguished for their daring and bravery. I am under many obli- 
gations for the promptness with which they assisted me in every en- 
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; also to my volunteer aides, Lieut. Lemuel Sbepperd and Mr. 
Templeman, who were conspicuous for daring and gallantry in every 
engagement under every fire. 

^lajor Hooper, brigade (piartermaster, and Major Smith, brigade com- 
missary, as well as the surgeons of the whole brigade, deserve my es- 
pecial thanks for the zeal and energy displayed in the field and every- 
where during the whole expedition. 

Captain Burnet, chief of artillery ; Lieutenant Hogg, commanding 
Appeal Battery, with his officers and men, deserve especial notice for 
the skill and eificiency with which they handled the batter^' and poured 
the shell and grape into the enemy’s ranks. 

Before I '..■r-t return my sincere thanks to the officers and 

men wffio ’■ ' 'v. u for the promptness, daring, and cheerfulness 

with which they have executed every order, and ask them never to for- 
get the daring and heroism of the noble dead. Arkansas, although for 
a while cast in gloom for her lost sons, can look with iiride to the daring 
and gallantry of her sons, and console herself with the happy thought 
that her soldiers are equal to any and second to none among those who 
are z Southern independence. 

'■ ' ' , your obedient servant, 

W. L. CABELL, 

Brigadier-GeneraJj Commanding Brigade, 

Captain Floweeeee, 

Asmtant Adjutant-General^ ^laury'^s Division, 


No. 115. 

Report of Maj, Gen, Mansfeld Lort'll, G, 8, Army^ commanding First 

Division^ District of the Mississippi^ inchiding engagement at Satchie 

Bridge. 

Hdqrs. First Div., Army op the Hist, of Miss., 

Holly Springs, Miss., October 13, 1862. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my division in the recent operations around Corinth : 

On the 2d instant the division repaired and crossed the Tuscumbia 
Bridge 15 miles from Corinth, aud moved forw^ard, the cavalry, under 
Armstrong and Jackson, in advance. We moved to Chew^alla, skir- 
mishing lightly with the -enemy for several hours, and occupied the 
camp just abandoned, capturing some tents, quartermaster’s aud com- 
missary stores. 

On the 3d we moved forward, yillo]*:gn* V brigade in advance, skir- 
mishing more heavily with a force of the enemy, composed of two reg- 
iments of infantry, a section of artillery, and some cavalry, until we 
drove them across Indian Creek. At this point their artillery fire be- 
came more frequent. Here w^e took an abandoned 12-pounder howitzer. 
The bridge was rejiaired under fire, and 1 crossed the whole division, 
conflicting of Bust’s brigade on the right, Bowen’s in the center, and 
A'illcpigm 's on the left. The enemy occupied with his artillery a high 
hill at the crossing of the State Line road with the Memphis and Charles- 
ton Railroad, with rifle-pits extending north and south, i.lToidiiig, with 
the hill, a strong position for about 3,300 men. The skirmishers were 
then re-enforced and the whole line ordered to the assault, w’itli reserves 
Vebimi eaeb brigade. TUe ewfliet tos abort aod Woodj . Our troopa, 
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emerging from the dense undergrowth, rushed upon the hill and rifle- 
pits with tlie most determined gallantry, routed and drove off the 
enemy, causing them in their hasty retreat to abandon a 20-pounder 
Parrott gim and caisson, with the limber of another gun. 

In this assault the following regiments are named as particularly 
distinguishing themselves, viz : The Ninth Arkansas, Colonel Dunlop, 
and Third Kentucky, Colonel Thomi)son. of Eusfs brigade; the Twenty- 
second Mississippi, Captain Lester commanding; Caruthers’ Mississippi 
Battalion, and the First Missouri Eegiment, Colonel Eiley, of Bowen’s 
brigade, and the Thirty-third Mississippi, Colonel Hurst, of Villepigue’s 
brigade. The hill was carried mainly by the Ninth Arkansas and 
Twenty-second Mississippi, each vying with the other in the dashing 
gallantry of their charge- The enemy’s camps half a mile beyond the 
position were taken and held by the First Missouri Eegiment. 

Bust and Yillei)igue were thrown in advance in line of battle and 
Bowen was posted on the hill until we should hear from Price’s com- 
mand 00 our left. On our right front was a strong redoubt, well 
flanked with infantry and with an abatis of felled timber half a mile in 
width extending around it in one direction but with no obstructions 
to the north, in the direction of Price’s right. This fact I communi- 
cated to the major-general commanding, and shortly afterward the 
work was attacked and gallantly carried from its right rear by Moore’s 
brigade, while Bowen was ordered to turn its left with his brigade from 
our side. Having replenished our ammunition, the whole division was 
moved forward and formed in line on the ridge south of the railroad’, 
Yillepigue and Bowen in front and East in reserve. I received orders 
from the general commanding to move forward, cautiously feeling our 
way along the ridge to develop the positions of the enemy. Before 
advancing far night put an end to the operations of an arduous and 
fatiguing but glorious day. 

In the night I was notified by the commanding general that early in 
the morning Price would open with a large battery of artillery and 
then attack in force with his left, and that while thus engaged my 
division should press forward and attack with vigor on our right. 

Accordingly at daylight the dhision was moved forward in line 
along the ridge for a mile and a half, with some very heavy firing of 
infantry’ on Yillepigue’s left and artillery on Bowen's right. Eust, 
hitherto in reserve, moved up and occupied the center, the line advanc- 
ing until wflthin a few hundred yards of two strong works of nine guns 
each protected by heavy infantry forces. While reconnoitering these 
positions with a view to the assault I received an order from the com- 
manding general to detach my strongest brigade to the support of 
Price’s center, which was being overpowered by large re-enforcements 
of the enemy. This order was obeyed, and I was about to move the 
remaining brigades to the left to close the gap made by detaching Yil- 
lepigue, when the further order was received to retire, covering the 
retreat of the army. The division was withdrawn from under the very 
guns of the works without the slightest confusion and in the most 
excellent order. Yillepigue crossed the railroad, and with his artillery, 
under Major Watts, put an effectual check upon the pursuit of the 
enemy’s cavalry. Bust’s brigade was put in position on the hill carried 
the day before until everything had been withdrawn across Indian 
Creek/when he followed, bringing up the rear to Chewalla, ^here the 
division was reunited. 

The march was resumed on the i5th, this command acting as rear 
guard to the army. Before reaching Tuscumbia Bridge an order was 
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received from the general commanding to press forward with two bri- 
gades to the support of Price, 'siko was checked by large re-enforce- 
ments of iresh troops at Hatchie Bridge. Leaving Bowen’s brigade 
as a rear guard on the Corinth road Yillepigue and Bust were pushed 
forward rapidly. The former arriving first was put in line of battle 
on the road to Hatchie Bridge to hold the enemy in check in that direc- 
tion, while Bust was directed to proceed with General Price in advance 
to the crossing at Crum’s Mill, where it was decided to pass the army 
over. Yillepigue held the enemy back with skirmishers. Bowen, how- 
ever, was attacked in force on the other road, but repelled the attack 
with great slaughter to the enemy and but little loss to his own com- 
mand. They were driven clear from the field, when he crossed the 
Tuscurabia and burned the bridge, all the w.-ou- hiiv'ng been passed 
over in safety. The Fifteenth Mississippi (ii'-i lugii'Niu d itself particu- 
larly on this occasion. 

From the Hatchie to Hickory Flat, 40 miles, this division continued 
as the rear guard to the army, frequently forming line of battle when 
the enemy was reported to be coming too near, cheerfully toiling along 
through heat and dust and undergoing long marches, loss of sleep, 
and want of food with a fortitude worthy of the most unqualified admi- 
ration. Good order, oud subordination suffered no relaxa- 

tion under this severe mTmI’ . i-g .>* <i<*al. 

To the commander^' -»i' Generals Bust, Y*'!. . and 

Bowen — my thanks are especially aue. Displaying their well-known 
and approved gallantry on the field they evinced sound judgment, dis- 
cretion, and ability in handling their troops both in action and on the 
march, achieving signal successes with small loss. The admirable con- 
dition in which the division returned to this point is the best proof of 
their merits. 

Surgeon Hawes, chief medical officer of the division, performed his 
systematically, and with the utmost efficiency. Our 
■ ■ v ■ 'Ir , very few exceptions, were brought into this depot. 

My thinks are dne to the officers of my staff— Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ivy, Captains Toutant and Quitman — ^for their assistance on the field 
and in the conduct of the retreat. Being few in number, additional 
labor devolved upon them. Their duties were performed cheerfully, 
coolly, and with a deliberate gallantry which caused me to repose the 
greatest confidence in them. 

^ The following-named commanders of regiments are mentioned par- 
ticularly by their brigade commanders for their courage and efficiency: 
Colonel Thompson, Third Kentucky^ Captain Ashford, Thirty-fifth 
Alabama; Colonel Dunloj), Hinth Arkansas ; Captain Lester, Twenty- 
-* . Colonel Eiley, First Missouri; Colonel Hurst, 
'I ■ Colonel Shelby, Thirty-ninth Mississippi. 

For the names of other officers who pnrtir-nhn ly di-J ip-jinNhi.q them- 
selves you are respectfully referred to the reports oi“ liu- l»riga.Ir com- 
manders, herewith transmitted. \ 

Colonel Jackson, commanding cavalry brigade, acted under my 
orders during a portion of the time, always displaying the coolness, 
courage, and efficiency for which he has heretofore been remarkable. 

The loss in my command during the operations was 77 killed, 285 
wounded^ and about 200 missing. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

M. LOYELL, 

Major-General, Commanding, 


TiTr.-; TV/r AT TT’T'TiT^irc'T 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Albert Ru8% 0. S. Ar7nyj eo 7 nmanding First B 7 ngac}e. 

Hdqrs. First Brio., First Bit., Dist. of 3Iiss., 
Fear Holly Bxmngs. Miss.^ October 13, 1802. 

Colonel : In response to Major-General Lovell’s circular of this date 
I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
my brigade near Corinth on the 2d, 3d, and 4th instant : 

Moving from the Hatchie on Thursday, the 2d, my brigade in ad- 
vance, when within 8 miles of Corinth our cavalry came up with the 
enemy and reported his presence. In obedience "to orders I immedi- 
ately formed my brigade in line of battle and threw forward two com- 
panies of the !Nmth Arkansas Itegiment as skirmishers. Advancing 
rapidly, encountering no opposition, except a few straggling shots, 
which were not responded to, we came directly upon an abandoned 
camp of the enemy, in front of which were a redoubt or two and some 
rifle-pits. These were all abandoned, and after passing them without 
halting an instant some half mile or more we were ordered to bivouac 
in line of battle. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of the 3d the division moved (General 
Villepigue in front) toward Corinth. When within 3 miles of the town 
General Villepigue’s skirmishers encountered those of the enemy. 
This was on the extreme right of the line adopted by the general com- 
manding the division. This being my position, I immediately formed 
my men in front of the supposed line of the enemy, I’elieving General 
villepigue. Major Gibson was ordered to deploy his Fourth Alabama 
Battalion as skirmishers, which order was promptly executed. The 
Ninth Arkansas (Colonel Dunlop) was upon my left and Third Ken- 
tucky (Colonel Thompson) on my right. The Seventh Kentucky, under 
Colonel Orossland, was held in reserve. These dispositions being made 
an advance was ordered. Colonel Thompson, on the extreme right, 
with a considerable interval between his regiment and the balance of 
the brigade, was purposely put in motion a short time before the other 
regiments were ordered forward. In a very short time the skirmishers 
of the opposing forces engaged each other. The engagement soon be- 
came general. On the right the firing between Colonel Thompson’s 
Third Kentucky and what w’as supposed to be two regiments of the en- 
emy posted on the south side of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad 
was extremely animated. While following up the Ninth Arkansas and 
Thirty-first and Thirty-fifth Alabama Regiments in the direction whence 
came terrific volleys "of shell, grape, and canister I sent a stall oflicer 
to Colonel Thompson to know" if he could continue to advance against 
the apparent odds opposed to him. He was pressing steadily forward, 
but was apprehensive his right might be turned. I instantly ordered 
the reserve regiment (Seventh Kentucky) to his support. Officers and 
men seemed impatient for the order and rushed impetuously forward, 
but only reached the scene of conflict to witness the flight of the enemy 
from it. 

Meanwhile the left wing advanced through a heavy fire of artillery 
and musketry toward the enemy’s battery and the infantry that behind 
trenches supported it. The dense forest through which we passed while 
it lasted was a partial protection. As we emerged from it, with an un- 
broken line, in full view of the enemy in his strong, position beyond a 
deep cut in the railroad not more than 60 yards distant in a straight 
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line, the officers and men were subjected to a test that it is rarely the 
lot of soldiers to undergo. They were equal to the occasion. For a mo- 
ment it appeared that the entire line would be swept away. The gaps 
that the enemy^s artillery plowed through the ranks were closed up with 
coolness and steadiness of veterans of a hundred fields. On my left 
Capt. D. H. Korwood and Lieutenants Kennebrew and Moore fell killed 
and Lieutenants Kerr and Bailey, of the Ninth Arkansas Ilegiment, 
wounded, while on my right Captain Felton was killed and Captain 
Mitchell and Lieutenants Hunter, Lawler, and Collier, of the Thirty-fifth 
Alabama Ilegiment, were severely wounded, bravel\ leading and by 
their examxde ’ :* their men with their own iiiupiaiiiiig courage. 
In a few seconds i here lost over 100 men and offic3ers. 

To have halted or hesitated would have brought certain destruction 
upon my command. I ordered bayonets fixed and a charge made 
upon the battery. The order was obeyed with cheers and yells, and 
by making a detour to the left, to avoid the deep cut in the railroad, 
the Ninth Arkansas was soon in possession of the enemy^s strong posi- 
tion we had assaulted and one fine gun, which the enemy was unable 
to get off, closely followed by the Thirty-fiftb Alabama, under Colonel 
Crump. After advancing some 300 yards down the railroad I halted 
and reformed my men and marched again to the south side of the rail- 
road, and remained in position until a fort and large camp in front of us 
was evacuated in consequence of a most determined attack by a por- 
tion of General Price’s command on tbeir rear. 

Late in the evening I was ordered forward and bivouacked in line of 
battle in the midst of the forts and camps of the enemy and inside of 
an abatis which extended entirely around their exterior line of defense. 

On the moxming of Saturday, the 4th, the whole division advanced in 
line of battle toward the fortifications of the enemy on College Uill^ 
General Yillepigue on the left, General Bowen on the right in fronts 
and my own brigade following close in the rear as a reserve to support 
either or both, as occasion might require. When within 200 or 300' 
yards of several forts, behind which long lines of infantry behind for- 
iiiI(hibje-l<*oking breastworks with abatis again in front, were plainly 
visible, the enemy opened a most rapid fire from their artillery, wliich 
my entire command sustained with the mO"; giM.iLing steadiness, not 
an officer or man leaving his position or. rxiiibiiiug. m) far as I could 
perceive, the least discomposure. 

About 0.30 o’clock I moved my brigade to the front and left of the 
advanced line occupied by General Bowen, who was ordered far to the 
right, and General Yillepigue was withdrawn to re-enforce a portion of 
General Price’s line, which, after the most stubborn and heroic resist- 
ance to vastly superior numbers of what was afterward known to be 
fresh troops, was wavering. 

In a very short time it was announced by the major-geneiral com- 
manding that our friends on the left had been (jonqiellcd to give way 
and abandon the field, and I was ordered to fall back to the position 
first taken from the enemy near where the road from Ohewalla to Cor- 
inth crosses the railroad, and there form line of battle in the most ad- 
vantageous i>osition to cover the retreat of our army. In perfect order, 
but as quickly as I selected a line of great strength, with skir- 

mishers (h^Mox I <1 «»ii i\ liih- a mile in extent and three-quarters of a mile 
in advance of my main line, from which I could repel an advance of the 
enemy upon the two roads and the railroad leading to Ohewalla, and 
awaited the withdrawal of our forces. Eemaining exactly forty minutes 
after Colonel Eiley passed, I moved my brigade in the direction taken 
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by our retiring columns until I came to the field hospital, where I found 
8 wounded soldiers, only 3 of whom were willing to be moved. Two of 
them I had carried beyond the reach of the enemy on litters ; the third 
was able to ride on a caisson. I then continued my march without 
again confronting the enemy during the entire, retreat. 

The good conduct of officers and men in jjerforming the responsible 
duty of rear guard to a retreating army cannot be too highly com- 
mended. There was not the semblance of panic or disorder or even 
unusual excitement during the entire retreat, upon which my brigade 
marched in better order and with more deliberation than it had done 
at all before or has done since. The signal good conduct which they 
displayed on the field of battle in the face of dangers and death, and 
the fortitude and constancy with which they sustained themselves after- 
'^ard under privations and hardships and sufferings more trying to the 
soldier than the most appalling dangers, are, 1 trust, only an earnest to 
the country of what she may expect from them in the future. 

In conclusion it is only necessary to say of the Third Kentucky that 
Colonel Thompson and the men and officers under him fully sustained 
the reputation they had won on other fields. The only regret of Colonel 
Crossland and his men, of the Seventh Kentucky, w'hen ordered to the 
support of the Third, was that this regiment stood so little in need of 
it. The conduct of the Thirty -fifth Alabama, commanded by Captain 
Ashford, though deprived by illness of their accomplished colonel 
(Kobertson), could not have been improved by the j)resence of any offi- 
cer. The Fourth Alabama Battalion, under Major Gibson, deployed as 
skirmishers, performed well the part allotted to them. The Mnth Ar- 
kansas, under Colonel Dunlop, who was conspicuous for the activity 
and gallantry displayed in keeping his men in line and moving steadily 
forward in the face of the deadly fire of the enemy’s artillery, won the 
applause and admiration of all who witnessed its conduct. Its colors 
were borne by their intrepid bearer, Sergt. John M. Pearce, upward 
and onward without faltering during the hottest of the fire, while his 
comrades were falling thick and fast around him. 

When all behaved so well the commanding general will not hazard 
injustice to others by menttoning those who particularly attracted his 
notice. 

I regret that a sense of duty to the service and of justice to the bal- 
ance of the brigade will not allow me to bestow the same unmixed 
praise upon the Thirty-first Alabama Eegiment. A portion of this regi- 
ment, in spite of the "gallantry of their colonel and his efforts to make 
them do their duty, following the example of some of its commanding 
officers, behaved disgracefully. At a most critical moment it broke in 
disorder and all efforts to restore it were unavailing. 1 called the at- 
tention of their colonel to the misconduct of several officers whose ex- 
ample was evidently demoralizing to the men, and ordered them to sur- 
render their swords and leave the field. Upon their earnest entreaties 
to be tried again I permitted them to retain their swords and remain, 
with the hope and belief that hereafter their conduct may he in har- 
mony with the brave members of the same regiment, whose conduct 
would not suffer by comparison with other commanders in the brigade. 
I withhold their names. 

Though there can be no controversy as to the regiments that were 
first in the strong position abandoned by the enemy and in i^ossession 
of the ^'Lady E-ichardson,” which in their flight they left behind them, 
it is due to the right wing of General Bowen’s admirable brigade, the 
Twenty-second Mississippi, under Senior Captain Lester, to acknow- 
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ledge that their advance upon our left and the right of the enemy’s bat- 
tery attracted a portion of its fire, was in concert with our advance, 
greatly facilitated its capture, and entitled them to a full share of the 
honor. 

I would here express to Captain Fall and Lieutenants 

Anderson, Ayers, and I r -.y staff, for the prompt and intelli- 

gent manner'in which they executed my orders. 

Lieutenant Sweaney, in command of the Hudson Battery, attached to 
my brigade, had no opportunity to participate in the action, but exe- 
cuted quickly and cheerfully every order addressed to him. 

Casualties on the field and upon the retreat : 


Killed 25 

Wounded 117 

MisHing 83 

Total 225 


The dense forest of heavy timber and thick undergrowth under cover 
of which the brigade advanced until to within a few rods of the enemy’s 
battery accounts for the comparatively small number of killed and 
wounded. 

A. BUST, 

jBrig. Gen.., Gomdg. 1st Brig.., 1st Biv., Army oftlielHst. of Miss. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ivy, 

Assistant Adjutant- Ge7ieral, do. 


Ko. 117. 

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Yill^igue, G. 8. Army, commanding Second 

Brigade. 

Headqxtabteks Second Brig-aije, Fiest Division, 

Aehy op the District op Mississippi,* 

October 14, 1862. 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the ffillowing report of the 
operations of the Second Brigade in the actions before Corinth on the 
8d and 4th instant : 

In approaching Corinth on the 3d instant the Second Brigade was 
in advance. An outpost of the enemy was met about 5 miles from the 
fortress and driven into the outer intrenchments without much opposi- 
tion. On reaching a creek about 3 miles from the fortress and quite 
near the outer intrenchments the march of the column was delayed for 
some time by the enemy’s artillery and from the bridge over the creek 
having been destroyed. The passage, however, was effected in good 
time, and the brigade was engaged in heavy skirmishing with the enemy 
until the other brigades of the division had crossed and taken up their 
positions. The whole division then advanced, the Second Brigade be- 
ing on the extreme left- The enemy were driven steadily before us until 
we came in view of the outer intrenchments, or rifle-pits. Our onward 
course was here checked for a short time in consequence of the deadly 
fire of the enemy and the nature of the obstructions in front of us. After 
a sliglit pause the Thirty-third Mississippi, Col. D. W. Hurst command- 
ing, charged the intrenchments and drove the enemy from them in gal- 
lant stvle. In consequence of the dense thickness of the undergrowth 
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I had lost sight of all of my regiments except the Thirty- third Missis- 
sippi, so that after capturing the intrenchments considerable time elapsed 
before my scattered regiments could be collected and the line reformed. 
During the rest of the day the brigade was engaged in executing orders 
from the major-general commanding the division, but was not actively 
engaged with the enemy. 

Early the following morning the brigade advanced as directed until 
under the fire of the enemy^s artillery, which, together with the fire from 
the enemy^s sharpshooters, was very heavy, causing many casualties. 
Under these circumstances the conduct of the troops was excellent and 
could not be surpassed. Later in the morning it became necessary to 
fall back from this advanced position to defeat an attempt of the enemy 
to turn my left flank, which was accomplished in good order and the 
enemy repulsed in gallant style and with considerable loss. This last 
action having caused the whole left wing of the army to attack the 
enemy’s right, the enemy did not again appear in my immediate front, 
and the brigade remained idle until ordered across the railroad to cover 
the movements of the left wing of the army, which had been withdrawn. 
While performing this service the enemy’s cavalry once appeared in 
sight and it became necessary to disperse them, which was done by Maj. 
G. O. Watts by a few rounds from one of his batteries. 

I wish to mention for conspicuous gallantry Col. D. W. Hurst, Thirty- 
third Mississippi Eegiment, who drove the enemy from their intrench- 
ments at the head of his regiment with empty guns ; Col. W. B. Shelby, 
Thirty-ninth Mississippi Eegiment, who rallied his men at great per- 
sonal risk from a partial disorder into which they had been thrown by 
a flank fire of the enemy. 

The following officers of my staff were with me on the field and ren- 
dered me important service in conveying orders, &c.: Oapt. Kinloch 
Falconer, assistant adjutant-generalj Maj. J. P. Carr, acting commissary 
of subsistence, and Oapt. Belton Mickle, assistant quartermaster. 

I transmit the reports* of the different regimental commanders, giving 
the detailed operations of the respective commands. I also inclose a 
list of the killed, wounded, and missing.t 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. VILLBPIGUE, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. Edward Ivy, 

Adjt Gen.^ First Bin., Army of the Bist of Miss. 


Ho. 118. 

Report of Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen^ C. 8. Army^ commanding Third 
Brigade j including engagement at Satchie Bridge. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Lovell’s Division, 
Roily Springs, Miss., October 12, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith reports* from my several 
commands in regard to the part taken by them in the actions of the 3d, 
4th, and 5th instant at and near Corinth : 

It will be seen that— passing over the deployments between Ohewalla 


Not found. 


t Embodied in No. 106, p. 384. 
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and the creek west of Corinth, where the enemy’s outposts were driven 
in with little or no resistance— this brigade first formed line of battle 
to the east of Cypress Creek, with Eust’s brigade on its right and Yille- 
pigue’s on the a heavy line of skirmishers, composed of the First 
Missouri Eegiment and the Mississippi battalion of sharpshooters, pro- 
ceeding in advance, supported by the Twenty-second and Fifteenth Mis- 
sissippi Eegiments in line, and the Sixth Mississippi Eegiment (Colonel 
Lowry) and Watson Battery (Captain Bursley) in reserve. The line 
advanced steadily, forcing back the enemy’s sharpshooters into their 
intrenchments, and iiushing on charged their works, capturing their 
battery at the salient near the railroad and driving their entire infantry 
force trom the trenches. Eust and Villepigao carrying the trenches in 
front of them about the same time rendered the work comparatively 
easy for my brigade. 

The Twenty-.-* coi-d l' “c.*' .C aptain Lester commanding, 

deserves special mention for their gallant charge on this occasion. The 
Mississippi battalion of sharpshooters, Captain Caruthers commanding, 
were conspicuous for their coolness and courage ; also for joining the 
Twenty-second Mississijipi Eegiment in the charge in which they cap- 
tured the battery. The First Missouri Eegiment, g.uln-i ing in, charged 
while de])loyed as skirmishers and drove the eneni\ ilu- trenches 

before 1 could reach the position with the Fifteenth Mississippi Eegi- 
ment, which was advancing towarfl the same point. The First Mis- 
souri Eegiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Eiley commanding, x)roceeding on- 
ward, drove the enemy from one of their encampments nearly a mile 
inside of their works, holding the same under fire until the second line 
of battle was formed toward sunset for the attack on the right. The 
enemy having abandoned the works on our right, tjie second line above 
alluded to advanced and occupied their encampments, capturing a few 
stragglers in the evening. 

On the morning of the 4th the brigade Tvas formed, in accordance with 
instructions received the night before, immediately in advance of the 
encampment occupied, and advanced steadily, with Yillepigue on its 
left and Eust in reserve, the w^hole moving together. Arriving within 
600 yards of a strong redoubt, supported on the right and loft by 
a similar work, with a formidable line of infantry intrenched con- 
necting them, it was halted, and after a protracted skirmish, whudi 
failed to develop the enemy’s strength on the position, I determined, in 
absence of the major-general commanding, to feel them more efiectu- 
ally and force them to show their strength. The Watson Battery (four 
guns) was ordered to 0 ])en upon the work immediately in our front, and 
during the second round was answered by a terrific cannonade from the 
right, left, and front, coavinciug me that the iuCormatioii given that 
there, were only three guns at this point was erroneous, as I had thus 
developed at least twenty. The battery was ordered to the rear, and 
after the firing abated slightly I moved the brigade a short distance to 
the rear near East’s line, in order to take advantage of the ground and 
save it from a repetition of the galling fire which had been opened upon 
them. 

The brigade loss during this shelling was about 50 men killed and 
wounded, and the wliole command deserves special commendation for 
their coolness under fire. 

After remaining some two hours in the new position, our skirmishers 
keeping up a continuous fire on our front and right, and after Yillepigue 
had repelled the attack made on his line and moved to the left, my bri- 
gade was ordered to the rear, while Rust formed line of battle beyond, 
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‘at the salient near tlie railroad crossing. The First Missouri Regiment, 
deployed as skirmishers, covered the rear of both brigades. The 
command, after a successful evacuation, encamped at Ghewalla about 
sunset. 

Detailed on the morning of the 5th as the rear guard of the army, the 
brigade left its encampment in rear of the train at about 10 a. in., march- 
ing slowly, very much annoyed and delayed by the wagons. 

At 12 m. the enemy’s advance overtook'us, and I formed line of battle, 
with the Mississippi battalion and one section of artillery, under Lieu- 
tenant Barlow, in advance, our line then fronting the enemy. The at- 
tack was made by their cavalry and vigorously repulsed by two com- 
panies of Jackson’s cavalry and the Mississippi battalion, and their 
rout completed by the rapid and elective fire of Lieutenant Barlow’s 
section. Resuming the retreat, we were not again molested until com- 
pelled to halt for several hours at the Tuscumbia River Bridge, allowing 
the wagons to cross. The enemy arrived at our position near the bridge 
about sunset. Deploying, they endeavored to turn my left in order to 
cut me off from the bridge, at the same time advancing strongly on my 
front and center. After heavy skirmishing, well maintained on both 
sides, and some artillery firing by the enemy, they advanced boldly in 
front of my center, opposite the Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment. Tak- 
ing command of this regiment in person,*! advanced it about fifteen 
paces and then poured in a deliberate, well-aimed, and simultaneous 
volley. This fire — which was handsomely seconded by several rounds 
of canister from Bursley’s (first) section, under Lieutenant Toledano, on 
our immediate right, which enfiladed their line, followed up by a rapid, 
well-aimed, and continuous file-fire from the Fifteenth Mississippi Regi- 
ment — must have proved destructive, as the advance was not only thus 
checked, but their whole force fled from the field. I then crossed the 
Tuscumbia at my leisure, tore up and burned the bridge, obstructed the 
ford near by, and joined the division about 3 miles beyond. 

My loss in the action of the Tuscumbia was 2 or 3 killed and 8 or 10 
wounded. This brigade was subsequently detailed as the rear guard of 
the army, but bad no other engagement with the enemy. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a full list of the killed, wounded, 
and missing in the three days’ actions alluded to."^ 

The officers of my staff* were present and untiring in the discharge of 
their respective duties. In addition to the assistance given by my 
adjutant-general. Captain Hutchinson j my inspector-general, Captain 
Percy, and .Lieutenant Carter, aide-de-camp, I am indebted to Caldwell, 
of the Watson Battery, for bearing orders on the field. All of these 
gentlemen were conspicuous for coolness and courage during the action 
and on the retreat. 

In closing I would call the attention of the division commander to 
the unexampled courage and endurance displayed by the troops, who, 
under.hardships and privations which can only be appreciated by those 
who experienced them, never faltered in the discharge of their arduous 
duties. The exceptions mentioned in the reportt of Colonel Farrell, 
Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment, were conspicuous in a brigade which 
acted so well that they deserve to be immediately punished. I know of 
no better way of rewarding the 2,000 brave men than by casting out 
the two or three cowards who happened to be among them. I therefore 
recommend that Second Lieut. T. J. Clark, Company A, Fifteenth Mis- 
sissippi Regiment, be dismissed in disgrace, and that Corporal Bennett 
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and Privates Applegate and Spivey, Compau}" B, be drummed out of* 
the service and their names published, with the sentence attached. 

Very respectfully, 

JKO. S. BOWEF, 
Brigadier- Q enera^lj Commanding, 

Lieut. Ool. Edwabb Ivy, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


'No. 119. 

Record of Court of Inquiry, 

PBOCEEDINGS OF A COUBT OF IJfQUIBY CONVENED AT ABBEVILLE, * 
MISS., BY VIBTUE OF THE FOLLOWING OBDEB: 

Special Obdebs, ) Hdqbs. Dept, of Miss, and East La., 

No. 24. ] Jackson^ Miss., November 7, 1862. 

At the request of Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, Provisional Army Con- 
federate States, a court of inquiry will convene at Holly Springs, or 
wherever the army of operations may be, on Monday, November 10, 
1863, at 8 a. m., or as soon th^ereafter as may be practicable, for the in- 
vestigation of certain ..’b . :!:■*: ^ made by Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen 
against Maj. Gen. Earl V an Dorn, relative to the advance of his forces 
on Corinth on or about October 3, 4, and 5, 1862, and of all points con- 
nected with the movement upon and the retirement before Corinth, 
The court will sit without reference to hours. 

Detail for the court : Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Provisional Army Con- 
federate States; Brig. Gens. Lloyd Tilghman and Dabney H. Maury, 
Provisional Army Confederate States. 

Oapt. L. B. Harris, Thirty-eighth Mississippi Kegiment, is appointed 
recorder of the court. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 

E. W. MEMMINGER, 

Assistant .1 djutaui-Gencral, 

Special Obdebs, ) Hdqbs. Dept, of Miss, and East La., 

No. 25. ) Jaclison, Miss., November 11, 1862. 

# ^ # * 

YII. Captain Harris, detailed as recorder of court of inquiry by 
virtue of Special Orders, No. pr.rn graph XIY, current series, is 
hereby relieved from duty as ■ .»■•« -u r !»i‘ court^ and Oapt. E. H. 
Cummins, assistant adjutant-general, is substituted m liis stead. 

« « # * m ^ m 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

E. W. MEMMINGEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headqdabtebs Abmy of the West, 
Abhcmlle, Miss., Saturday, November 15, 1862 — 10 a. m. 
Court met pursuant to tlio above order. 

Pi’O^oiit — Mnj. Gen. Sterling Price, commanding Army of the West; 
Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, commanding Eirst Division, LovelPs corps j 
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Bri”'. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, commanding First) Division, Army of tbe 
West; Capt. E. H. Cummins, assistant inspector-general, recorder. 

Maj. Gen.. Earl Van Dorn was also present. 

The recorder read the order convening the court. 

The court was then duly sworn by the recorder and the recorder was 
duly sworn by the presiding officer of the court. 

General Yan Dorn then addressed the court as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Court : Before you proceed to the investigation 
of the charges preferred againstme by Brigadier-General Bowen I desire 
to call your attention to these facts : That I have been a soldier for 
nearly a quarter of a century ; that this is the first time I have been 
called upon to defend myself against allegations of any kind, though 
my career has been an eventful one; that 1 have accumulated nothing 
of the world^s wealth, having devoted my whole time and energies to 
the service of my country, and that therefore my reputation is all that 
belongs to me, without which life to me were as valueless as the crisp 
and faded leaf of autumn. 

As a personal favor to me, I ask that the inyestigation on which you 
are about to enter shall be thorough and complete. I invoke the ftill- 
est scrutiny on your part into my conduct as the only adequate means 
of securing my exoneration from charges which nearly touch a soldier’s 
reputation. 

I am not guilty of one of them. I ask no sympathy, but I do ask 
at your hands a patient, full, and searching investigation. 

EAEL YAK DOEK, 

Major-General. 

Major Wright was then introduced by General Yan Dorn as his ad- 
* viser. 

The [following] charges were read aloud by the recorder of the court: 

Charges and s^edficaiions preferred against Maj, Gen. Earl Van Conf edentate States 

Provisional Army. 

Charge First— Neglect of duty. 

Spedfication 1. — this, that Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dom, commanding the troops 
of the Confederate States Provisional Army in the District of Mississippi and East 
Louisiana, including the force known as the Army of the West, did concentrate the 
greater portion of said force and undertake an important expedition against the enemy 
at Corinth, Miss., whore they (the enemy) were strongly fortified and in formidable 
numbers, lully prepared for a stubborn resistance, without due consideration or fore- 
thought; and did utterly fail and neglect to discharge his duties as a general com- 
manding an army in the following particulars, viz : 

1st. By failing to provide himself with a proper map of the approaches and plan of 
the work to be attacked. 

2d. By eschewing entirely the services of an engineer officer and failing to recon- 
noiter the position before the attack. 

3d. By marching his troops to the attack with an insufficient supply of commissary 
stores to maintain them, dej)ending entirely upon captures from the enemy to V?nable 
the occupation of the place if taken. 

4th. By marching the troops in a hastily and disorderly manner, hurling them upon 
the enemy with an apparent attempt to take a command by surprise whoso outposts 
had been'engaged with his (General Van Dorn^s) advance for thirty-six hours before 
attack. All this at or near the towns of Ripley and Corinth, Miss., on or about the 
1st to the 3d of October, A. D. 1862. 

Specification 2. — ^In this, that Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dorn, after the troops of his com- 
mand had driven the enemy from their exterior line of intrenchments at Corinth. Miss., 
October 3, 1862, did fail and neglect to perfbnn his duty as a general commanding an 
army by delaying the attack upon their inner works until the next morning, thereby 
afiording them ample time to receive re-enforcements, of which advantage they fully 
availed themselves. 

Speoijication 3. — In this, that Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dom did fail and neglect, as a 
general commawdiug, by suffering the e^egiy to receive large re-enforcements on the 
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niglits of October 3 and 4, at Corinth, Miss., without his knowledge, when he, the 

aforesaid General Van Dorn, -'’-Bide of their works with a victorious army 

and m hearing of the noise . ■ wagons and artillery and did 

farther neglect to ascertain ' ■ ’ ' ■* of the enemy ntreiich- 

inents, which he ordered to ■„ ao morning. 

Charge Second. —Cruel and improper treatment of officers and soldiers under his 
command. 

s. . , i.—in this, that Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, M'o aforesaid 

. . . , . , xpedition against Corinth and on his retreat did cause 

long, tedious, and circuitous marches to be made, and either through I'jim-im'-.-. of 
tlie^routc or 1 •■■.'wh and countermarch over the same : o.i.l, jmki ilid 

have a large ■ . i. • t* fro witho !.■ ; .. .isou while the men 

were foot-sor< . ■ « ! ■« g. This on : ■ s, i ■ Corinth and Holly 

Springs, Miss., on or about October 6, 7, and 8, 186*2. 

fipcc\jication^—ln this, that Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, ■ ■ ..i aforesaid, 

did allow one or more trains of cars, freighted with wound* - ' ■ • the battle- 

held at and near Corinth, Miss., to be detained wi th out any necessity at Water Valley, 
Miss., during one or more entire uiuhi'*. «aid wounded soldiers having been herded in 
said cars at Holly .^pringft wltlioiu I'l.u-ki-i or nourishment and many with undressed 
wounds, no surgeon, officer, nurse, or attendant with them, thus causing an incredi- 
hl. r ■ \ j and creating disaffection among the troops. 

JNO. S. BOWEN, 

Brigadiei*‘Generalj Confedeft'atc States Provisional Army. 

Witnesses : Maj. Gen. Sterling Price; Brig. Gens. John B. Villepiguo, Rust, John S. 
Bow'en, D. H. Maury, and M. E. Green; Colonels Robertson, Tyiiix-riPib Vbi!i.i:na, 
and Lowu'y, Sixth Mississippi ; Lieut. Col. H. Clay Taylor, Prid*'' -;,im : C 1.. H. 
Kenncrly, First Missouri; Lieut. L. B. Hutchinson, First Missiu in, ;:iid of 

Water ^^alley, jiames unknown. 

General Bowen was requested to indicate the special points upon 
which he desired to examine each witness, and declined for the Ibllow- 
ing reasons: 

T siourt will excuse me from being proKsent or assisting in coii- 

■ . i. . •.* . ' ‘ as I deem it clearly the duty of therccor.'b r (»r iiidge-.Mlvo- 

cate to have entire charge of the prosecution. If I can aid him in din .i 1 1 • 'ig \ !..■ uro- 
ceedings by stating what the several witnesses an- '-iippcM-il jn be able to testify to 
and the court desire it, I can either impart the in mi n'jr. ’('n in u under examination 
or in conlereuce with the recorder; but to act as an assistant to Irin dnrina the ])ro- 
ceediugs would be exceedingly unpleasant, and I trust they will (‘(ni-id* j- i: unneces- 
sary. 

JNO. S. BOWEN. 

Brig. Gen. Albert Exist was duly sworn. 

ByEECORDER: 

Question, State all that you know bearing on the first specification of 
the first charge. 

Answer. I do not know wbothor General Van Dom w'as or was not provided with 
a map or chart. None was exhibited to me. I do not know that General Van Dorn 
marched without availing himself of the services of . » * ■ ■* *'’ . t maldiig 

proper reconnaissance. General Van Dorn told me ■ ■ -o that he 

had sent a person inside of the works of the enemy, : ■ i ■ received 

from that source was insufficient or unsatisfac .1 ■■■.-> li!.d moi pei ro-im d 

his duty satisfactorily and had* iioi given 1 he .i- *' » n**. iiifDnna: ■<'!! .My 

impression, received from the coiivcTsatiou w’ !■ i • ■ • ■ i \ .s I >■ i , was that he found 
this information to bo incorrect aftc ’ ’ . attack. I started with a sufficient 
supply of commissary stores in case ■ been successful — all that prudence 

required. I Ind pT.*»\ Nh'ii- wheni returned to Holly n ii'.niiiiig of those sup- 

l)liod for the ' -.[ml' 1 turned over 4,000 rations ol bi\ .nb *. uii' b\ order of Gen- 

eral Lovt‘11 to General Price at the Hatchio on the way to Corinth. On account of 
of f.~' k"'g three days^ rations, as ordered — in consequence of being 
- 1 . • ' o troops in advance of mo, which 1 was ordered to folio V7— 

niy troops would have suffered on the night of the 2d had I not been .'.b'' ■ to - '.r-ii’v 
myevU* Ob the spot from fiimmliringin tho ueigWjorhood* *•' ■'''■.■'V-fd 
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of Corinth. I do not know how other troops inarched. Mine marched in perfect 
order and in no haste j more haste would have been more agreeable and less fatiguing 
to the troops. I do not know whether General Van Dorn expected to surprise them 
or not. I did not, from the fact of the skirmishing which had taken place the day 
before. 

Question. Are you aware of any want of consideration and fore- 
tliought and failure and neglect to perform his duty as commanding 
general in any of the particulars specified in specification firsts 

Answer. The attack having been determined upon, I do not, except I thought I 
ought to have had rations on the occasions previously referred to, as my troops would 
have had nothing had I not been able to purchase provisions, which was an accident. 

Question. Do you think there was a want of foresight or due consid- 
eration in making the attack 

Answer. I learned on the 2d at the Tuscumbia Bridge, while halting for the repair 
of the bridge, from General Lovell for the first time that it was designed to make the 
attack. I expressed myself strongly against it. I declared it was impossible to suc- 
ceed in the attack. General Lovell said if we could not succeed we had better lay 
down our arms and go home. I adhered to my opinion. I did not communicate my 
opinion, except to Colonel Hobson, of General Pricers command, to whom I charac- 
terized the attempt as madness. No person of my command knew or suspected my 
opinion. I hea^d General Van Dorn at Davis’ Mill speak of maneuvering the enemy 
out of Corinth, and that I supposed to be his purpose. 

Question. State what you know of the facts bearing on the second 
specification. 

Answer. If there were no insurmountable impediments I think without doubt it 
would have been better to have continued the attack the same evening, considering 
the facilities the enemy had of receiving re-enforcements and their proximity to them. 
There was some difficulty in my own command in regard to ammunition, but consid- 
erably before night our cartridge-boxes were replenished and we could have advanced. 
I do not know whether the enemy availed themselves of the opportunity of re-enforc- 
ing or not ; I presume they did. 

Question. State what you know of the facts bearing on the third speci- 
fication. 

Answer. I do not know what General Van Dorn knew in regard to the enemy’s re- 
ceiving re-enforcements, never having heard him say. He may or may not have been 
in hearing of the noise of their wagons and artillery carnages. I was not, though 
within the intrenchments. I was famished with no plan or chart of the defenses the 
enemy had constructed and was not informed orally of their position and character. 

Question. State what you know of the facts bearing on the first speci- 
fication, second charge. • 

Answer. I do not recollect a single occasion on which the command was counter- 
marched or passed to and fro over the same road on the return from Corinth to Holly 
Springs. The enemy ha’sdng thrown himself across the direct route at the Hatchie, 
and having successfully disputed our passage at that point, a portion of the command 
necessarily countermarched a short distance to the Bone Yard road, by way of which 
the whole command crossed the Hatchie at a point some 6 or 8 miles above that 
occupied by the enemy. Having failed to drive the enemy from his position on the 
direct route, the one taken to Hoily Springs was necessarily cirouitous.. It may have 
been made more so after getting toRi^ey^ from the fact that the enemy wei'e expected 
and believed to be threatening our rear and both flanks. A large portion of the army 
was supposed not to be in a couditioni to make a fight. 

Question. State what yon know in relation to the men being foot-sore, 
wearied, and starving. 

Answer. I suspect they were all very tired and some of them foot-sore ; I do not 
think any of them were starving. My troops were put to some inconvenience, as be- 
fore statkl, by the miscarriage of the wagons and the absence of cooking utensils. 
Having nothing to cook in, we bought potatoes and roasted them. I did not consider 
it a hard retreat. I heard no extraordinary complaint. I sufiered much more with 
jny command in Virginia when there was less excuse for it. 

R E— VOL XVII 
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Question. State all you know relative to the second specification. 

Answer. I readied Holly Springs on the night of the 10th. I was noticed I could 
get subsistt'iico fiom the post commissary. A large portion <»f the ^ < 

siis with \\ hich the command was provided being left yet behind, I • - T io 

have the rations cooked by the citizens, and ordered details from (m( h roginicnl togoto 
the houses of citizens whi) had agreed to cook for them, and ord'-rcil my brigade com- 
missary. Major Marshall, to hurry the issuing of the rations. It was a wet and cold 
evemnt»-. He (Marslmll) in a little while reported to me that the men were not suf- 
feiing uiuch, and preferred not to draw the rations that evening, and accordingly it 
was not done. They have not been without rations from that time to this, so far as I 
know, and I try to keep myself advised of their condition in that respect. 

Question. State what you know relative to the third specification, 
second charge. 

Answer. I know nothing a,t all about that. 

Cross-examination by Defendant : 

Question. In the the day before the attack in Corinth 

was our infantry engaged with the enemy’s pickets ? 

Answer. When near Chewalla and, as I afterward ascertained, to a small encamp- 
ment of the enemy and some trivial defenses to the left of the road, his presence was 
annoanc(‘d, and I was ordered to form my 1" -- U being in front. — in line of battle 

and to throw out skirmishers, which I did as speeduy as possible. While putting my 
skirmishers in position a few shots were fired from the front, to which my men were 
not permitted to respond. Ibub.. my men I advanced rapidly, passing 

through and over their camp .i"«l without » ’ » 'Ceing any of 

them. The cavalry was iu front, and I am not awart . i. : • ; saw our in- 

fantry. There was a ridge between w^here I formed my men and the encampment of 
the enemy, making one invisible to tho other. 

Question. Where did your command encamp that night ? Did you 
advance beyond Chewalla ? 

Answer. I encamped on the road to the right and a little in advance of Chewalla, 
my left resting on the road and extending at right angles to it in lino of battle through 
the woods. 

Question. At what time did our infantry engage the enemy ? Id est^ 
what day and how far from Corinth 

Answer. My brigade engaged it iu the foi n" the 3d, about 11 oVdock, about 2 
miles from Corinth. I do nob think theri- :M<i b •• n any engagement of tho infantry 
until then. 

Question. Did you have an independent command or were you act- 
ing under the orders of Slajor-Geiieral Lovell? 

Answer. I was acting under orders of Major-General Lovell. 

Question. Do you know whether Major- General Lovell received from 
Major-General Van Dorn at Chewalla on our advance a maj) of Corinth, 
its defenses and approaches ? 

Answer. I do not. I think I saw a map hi his hand j I am pretty sure I did. I do 
not know where he got it. 

Question. Do you know whether General Van Dora, before he left 
JHpley, after the junction with General Price, had in his i>ossessioii a 
Pederal map of Corinth and its approaches taken from the enemy at 
luka '? 

Answer. No ; I do not know it. 

Question. Do you know whether in advancing upon Corinth and re- 
treating from that place General Van Dorn had competent guides with 
him ? 
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Answer. I do not know. 
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Question. When did the engagement with the enemy cease on the 
first day of the attack at Corinth ? 

Answer. The firing continued until late in the evening — nearly night. The firing 
continued on the left long after it ceased on the right. 

Question. Do you know what was the condition of the men at that 
time from thirst and fatigue and the march of the day ? 

Answer. I cannot tell. I saw none of General Pricers command. On the right the 
men were in first-rate fighting condition. From time to time mounted men were sent 
with their canteens for water, and they had not been engaged on the right as they 
had been on the left. Our engagement had been brief, comparatively. • 

Question. Do you think it would have been advisable to commence 
an attack on the town of Corinth and inner intrenchments after dark f 

Answer. The moon w^ very bright, and if the men on the left were as anxious to 
attack as those on the right I would have attacked that night before the enemy could 
have received re-enforcements. I think the enemy were whipped that night, all who 
were there, and I would have attacked with more hope of success before the enemy 
had received re-enforcements than after they were there, 

Question. At Tuscumbia Bridge you thought the attack on Corinth 
must necessarily be unsuccessful. Did you not change your opinion at 
the end of the first day’s fight ? ' 

Answer. I still had misgivings, doubts, and fears. My opinion was changed. We 
had come much nearer achieving success than I had hoped for. My opinion was 
changed because I had stated to General Lovell that I believed it impossible to take 
it. i had in my conversation with Colonel Hobson characterized the attempt as mad- 
ness. I believed at the end of the first day’s^ght that the place was nearly taken. 

Question. Do you know of any obstacle between the position you oc- 
cupied on the night of the 3d and the town and the innermost mtrench- 
ments of Corinth ? 

Answer. On the morning of the 4th, after marching a mile or so, we came to two 
forts and parapets, which I supposed were the last between ns and the town. In 
front of this were abatis about 200 yards wide. It was thin aud not much obstruc- 
tion ; not more formidable than that we had passed over the day before. 

Question. Do you think it would have been practicable from the 
position our army was in on the night of the 3d to have prevented 
large re-enforcements from coming into Corinth from the east or south- 
east? 

Answer. Only by driving the enemy then in Corinth out of the place and occupy- 
ing it ourselves. 

Question. What has been your experience or reading in regard to 
attacks made at night with troops not veteran soldiers ? 

Answer. Extremely hazardous, and only advisable under extraordinary circum- 
stances, which I think existed on this occasion, as I stated before. 

Question. Will you state in brief why at Tuscumbia you thought the 
attack on Corinth must necessarily fail? 

Answer. In the first place I believed the enemy had or could have more men there 
than we could assault with, such were their facilities for concentrating, and I knew 
that the defenses constructed by Geoeral Beauregard were somewhali formidable, and 
had intelligence, which I credited, that they were very much strengthened by the 
enemy. 

Question. Were you cognizant of the strength of the enemy ; did you 
know before you went to Corinth whether the enemy had 20,000 or 
40,000 men ; if so, in what way did you get the information ? 

Answer. General Lovell told me they only had 12,000. Attaching no importance 
to this, and giving the enemy character for ordinary prudence and sagacity, I could 
not beheve that tfiey would attempt to hold Corinth, Bofiyar, Jack^on^ aud ilien 2 ii^ 
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and perliaps other places, with forces ^^hich aggregated would not he twice or thrice 
as large as our own, particularly as they sc<iined to give us credit for having a great 
many more men than wo really had, and ^ ■ .._h' i practicable to mass a majority 
of these troops at any oue of these points ■ 1 s hours. I had no positive 

information of the facts. These were only opinions and reasons w^hich influenced my 
mind in coming to these conclusions. 

Question. You say you were ignorant at the Tuscumbia that our 
army was marching on Corinth. Had the enemy better means of in- 
formation as to the design of General Van Dorn as to the point he 
would attack, whether it would be Bolivar or Corinth 

Answer. I have no means of knowing what the sources of the eneniy^s information 
are with regard to General Van Dom^s movement or the movements of his army. 

Question. Did you suppose we were marching to attack the enemy at 
any point 5 if so, what^ 

Answer. I did not. I recollected the remark that General Van Dorn made about 
maneuvering the enemy out of his fortifications, and supposed that this might be his 
object. I contented myself with executing orders as well as I could. 

QuOftlion. Had you any idea what that maneuvering must be to have 
the effect of getting the enemy out of Corinth ? 

Answer. No. My own idea was that the enemy might be maneuvered out by get- 
ting in his rear, by cutting off his supplies or threatening to do so, or occupying his 
own base. 

Question. When did you arrive at the camp on the Hatchie 

Answer. My command arrived there very late at night. The place at which I was 
ordered to encamp was a mile or two to the right of Bowen, in the bottom or swamp. 
The forest and foliage was so very dense that the darkness made it impossible to get 
the train hiraighteuod out and in place 

Question. When did you get orders to cook three days’ rations ? 

Answer. I suppose about 4 or 5 o^olook in the afternoon. 

Question. When did you turn over rations to General Price’s com- 
mand? 

Answer. I left them in the swamp and woods at this place which I described, hav- 
ing been ordered to leave them where I • • ■ • 1 and notified General Maury that I 

had left them and where he would find • * . 

Question. Would it have been possible to cook any rations during 
the night ? 

Answer, It was possible. I did cook one day^s rations for my command. It was 
impos»>iblc on account of the inadequate supply of cooking utensils in the command 
to cook tli<^ three days’ rations by the time wo were ordered to marcli in the morning. 
The''‘f'*i •'.M* I Ntu ' ■■ reginwint.'* di-chnvd ix v.M’-. utterly*' r- T agreed 

with ! • III. ’I;.:. I'.i men were miieh .‘htigued. On t] , ,■-. . .being 

encamped north of Kiploy 4 iiiih-.&, I w^l'^ <>rtlero<l to have my comin.iMd ax. the road 
from Ripley to Ruckersville at 8 o’clock and to fall in the rear of General Hubert’s 
<- 0 !iiiiiaii-l. I did so, but was detained there until' nearly 5 o’clock by the troops in 
front of me. I received an order that night if I had not passed General Hubert to 
encamp with him or at the same place. On reaching bis headquarters he informed 
me that there was not nearly enough w'ater there for his own command. I procured 
ii . wl M b-ok mo through the fields and woods li miles or 2 miles to a branch, 
w ■■ < '\ ■ ■: * IT with water. It was very late before my men could rest or sleep. 

For the same reasons the same thing h.ipju**H*d *i1h* next day, and hence it was that 
my men were tired when they got to ilu ’l Ijiicnit . 

Questiou. Do you know whether or not the miscarriage of the wagons 
on our return to Holly Springs was a fault of General Van Dorn, or if 
they were not immediately ordered on the right road as soon as the fact 
was reported to him? 

Answer. I presame they were. I do not know that it wafl his fault. The fault 
may have been with those under hhn. I do not know whoso fault it was. 
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By the Court : 

Question. If there had been neglect of the wounded would you not 
have known it? 

Answer. In my command, yes. 

Question. Since the result at Corinth have you a clearlj^ defined idea 
of the enemy’s force during the fight ? 

Answer. I have ideas and opinions, hut no knowledge. 

Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen, being duly sworn, says: 

By Eeoorher : 

Question. State all the circumstances in your knowledge bearing oni 
the first specification of the first charge. 

Answer. I was present with the Army of the West and the troops of the District of 
the Mississippi, in command of a brigade of Lovell’s division, when they formed a juncf 
tionat or near Ripley, Miss., from which point the combined army marched on Corinth- 
I km-v.- 'lOlh ing of the intended attack npon Corinth until our arrival at Davis’ Bridge, 
on tiic H.'.ri lUver. I was ofdcially notified of it there by Major-General Lovell, 
and went a short time afterward with him to Mr. Davis’ house, where we met Genera, 
Van Dorn. General Van Dorn was employed at this time making a sketch himself ol 
the country lying between Davis’ Bridge and Corinth. He was consulting with a 
citizen guide in regard to the roads. General Lovell ordered me, in General Van 
Dorn’s presence, to repair the bridge at the crossing of the Tuscumbia River, and I was 
shown the map that General Van Dorn was working npon in order to explain to me 
the roads leading to the Tuscumbia. The map was a crude sketch on a sheet of letter 
paper, drawn to no particular scale, and such as I deemed utterly unsuitable for the 
ordinary movements of an army, and so expressed myself to General Lovell on leav- 
ing the office, asking if there was any other information than this map on this sub- 
ject of our advance. The party sent to the Tuscumbia Bridge to repair it met a picket 
of the enemy at that point, 5 miles from our camp, where we had been lying for 
eight hours and on a road where we had no picket or scout. A slight skirmish, in which 
3 of the enemy were reported wounded, preceded the rebuilding of the bridge. When 
I was officially notified that the enemy were driven back and the bridge commenced 
I repaired inin'odiatoly to General Lovell’g headquarters and from thence to General 
Van Dorn’s, uikbig wiili me the written reports of Colonel Riley, who was command- 
ing at Tuscumhia" Bridge. In conversation with Generals Van Dorn and Lovell on 
the subject of those bridges General Lovell !rr.rra"'t'''rd brulge over the 

Ilatchio would be rebuilt by the morning, and I < \p'> » n'm' < (»f <■< '•< u that Colo- 

nel Riley’s work would be finished by the same time. General Van Dorn then inquu*ed 
of one of his staff officers concerning another bridge over the Hatchie, which was 
under charge of some engineer officer for construction. His staff officer said there 
was difficulty about procuring tools, and General Van Dom expressed himself very 
hastily in regard to the worthlessness of engineer officers and slating that he should 
rely upon them for nothing more. He also expressed satisfaction that the bridges 
were finished and we could cross both rivers without their assistance. The march on 
Corinth was taken up early next morning, General Lovell’s division having first turned 
over by order of General Van Dorn 12,000 of their rations to General Price’s army, 
leaving an insufficient supply in General Lovell’s division to subsist them for five 
days. I do not know the amount of subsistence which was on hand in General Price’s 
army. I asked General Lovell to remonstrate against the march until rations could 
come up. The troops continued their march from Davis’ Bridge through Chewalla 
to Corinth. Lovell’s division was constantly driving before them pickets and out- 
posts of the enemy. The march, though not long, was nevertheless tedious to the 
troops, from the fact that they were continually being deployed in line of battle. 
There was scarcely time allowed them in camp to prepare rations, and in Lovell’s 
division the attack was made on the morning of the 3d, when the men had not more 
than one-half day’s rations in their haversacks and their supply train too far in the 
rear to reach them in time to prepare more. 

Question. State all that you know relative to the second specificatiom 
of the first charge. 

Answer. The outworks were carried atDoJ^ffith by assault in front of Lovell’s divis- 
ion between 12 and 2 o’clock. The division was then formed in line awaiting orders, 
•yke dead of my brigade were collected and I^uried} the wounded were carried beyond 
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Cypress Creek ; the captured muskets and other arms taken across Cypress Creek ; 
the piece of artillery taken possession of fitted up for action. One regiment of my 
hrigade ;i camp about three-quarters of a mile inside of the enemy^s intrench- 

ments. J ;! i »',:■! ■(] to G eneral Lovell to move on to their support TV'ith my brigade. He 
ordered me to recall the regiment back to the brigade. About an hour afterward we 
made a circuitous detour to the right (this vp-as about 4 o’clock) and waited in line of 
batf . V about one hour I finally communicated with General Lovell, 

and .1 - ! , ■ ■ was convinced that three redoubts and a line of encampments 

in their rear had been abandoned by the enemy several hours hefore. We moved on 
to the encampmouls, arrived there about an hour and a half before sundown, and re- 
ceived orders to bivouac for the night. The order to me was given about sunset. 
During the night I could hear from a point a little in advance of my bivouac rum- 
blings of w .j u on:- or artillery carriages or both. It was surmised by most of us at that 
part of thr lni<‘ i ii.-ir the enemy were evacuating the town. In the morning we found 
a large and formidabh^ force in our front, showing that, whether they had an acces- 
sion of troops in the town or not, their loft wing at least had been materially strength- 
ened, No orders were given to me notifying mo or the troops of Lovell’s division of 
these ro-enibroements. No }>reparation seemed to have been made to ascertain their 
character or extent. 

Question. State all that you know relative to the thiird specification 
of the first charge. 

Answer. On the night of the 3d, between 11 and 1!^ o’clock, General Lovell sum- 
moned Generals Villopigue, Rust, and myself to his headquarters for orders. He 
showed us a crude sketch of the works ■ ' ^ -n iront of us ; also in front of 

General Price’s wing. He could not tel . enemy were being re-enforced 

or not. Maj. M. M. Kiminel, of General Van Dorn’s stall, who was also present, ex- 
pressed his ignorance of the same fact to me. The tvorks that were indicated for us 
to take in the morning were alleged to he one or two redoubts with three guns each. 
The probabilities were expressed as '*• ^hvor of there being but one of these 

works. My hrigade was detailed as : ■ ''.u party, hut I was to await orders on 

arriving iu sight of the works before r to take it by storm. In the morning 

we arrived in line of battle, I on the right, ViUepigue on the left, and Rust in reserve. 
Arrivingin sight of n i\ lonbi. -with a g.irrison tl.'u n.\ iiig. I halted my command, 
Yillepigue doing the .-ani. . Atn r- • » • * J.» I’.uioral i.om P. -lali-ig (air posi- 
tion a- <1 ,i* .i’h, his presence, I ■ " • • •I..M • by tU riin lie arnxc <i some- 

* ‘ I 1 regard to the work in front of us. vSatisAed that the information of 

■ .3fore was not correct, I ordered up the Watson Battery, of my brigade, 

■ ■ ■ with spherical-case on the fort. It was responded to by eiglit or ten 
heavy guns from the front and as many from cither liank from two other forts, w'hich 
I had not before seen. I should think there wore about twenty-four piieces of heavy 
artillery instead of three. After losing about 55 men killed and wounded in the bri- 
gade from the shells I withdrew 100 yards in the rear to got cover for the men, still 
waiting for General Lovell. The enemy became emboldened by our apparent apathy 
and sallied out in front of Villepigue’s brigade, who repulsed them. Wo waited at 
this point until about lii o’clock, when a retreat was ordered, and I deployed one of 
my regiments as skirmishers to cover Rust and myself, Villopigm i- -- ^ de- 
tached and sent to the left. General Lovell arrived on our line of ... . 10 

and 11 o’clock, having bee" jn the rear up to that time. Ho gave me no 

order to advance, hut one ■ ' * - . piircd of : -i. ,i of taking the 

vmrk by storm. I expressed luy opinion that the , , ■■■ ; lost, but con- 

sidered it a questionable enterprise under any circumstances. He tben asked me. 

Suppose General Lovell orders you to take it ?” I replied, My brigade will march 
up and he killed.” 

Question. State what want of consideration and was in 

your opinion displayed in the attack upon Corinth beyond the particu- 
lars in the specification of the first charge. 

Answer. I will state that I was in command of Breckinridge’s division, at Jackson 
when the first movement north was spoken of by General Van Dorn. I was called in 
by him (General Van Dorn) to ’.'''ifx i i»'' .i , .• ■'...'ed movement and to got the 

division in readiness. Di iviu • ■ ■ « G- ■ ^ Lovell being present also — 

I endeavored to elicit iVopi il.f'.i what was the point to bo attacked. General Van 
Dorn replied in substance that he intended to maneuver the enemy out of Memphis, 
Jackson, Bolivar, and Corinth. The ^ . d on my mind by him was 

that we were to force the enemy to lea’ i um*-, i "m p.i ■ . - and fight them in the 
maen field. Again, after we had moved up- in the vicinity of Davis’ Mill, near La 
Grang^ on the Central Railroad — ^the enemy having moved down upon us and were 
puxBTied back toward Bolivar by General LoveU’s division^ under ooixunand of General 
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Van Dorn in person, the enemy eluding us and escaping into Bolivar— I asked General 
Van Dorn if lie int€{nded to attack Bolivar. He replied to me that he would not sac- 
rifice his men against the fortifications. These two remarks led me to the conclusion 
that up to the time of the junction with General Price no attack was contemplated 
against Corinth. 

At 4.30 p. m, the court adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. on the IGth 
instant. 


Sunday, November 16, 1862 — 10 a. m. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Brig. Gen. D. H. Maury, and Capt. 
E. H. Cummins, recorder. 

It being Sunday, the court adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. on Monday, 
the 17th instant. 


Monday, November 17, 1862 — ^10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Brig. Gens. Lloyd Tilghman and 
B. H. Maury, Capt. B. H, Cummins, recorder, and Maj. Gen. Earl Yan 
Dorn. 

Beading the proceedings of yesterday was waived by the court. 

General Bowen resumed his testimony. 

By Becordeu : 

Question. State all the facts in your knowledge pertinent to the first 
specification of the second charge. 

Answer. The retirement from Corinth took place about 2 o’clock on the 4th, Gen- 
eral Price being in the advance, General Rust covering the rear. The march was 
directed to Chewalla, the enemy not pursuing us that afternoon. The men on tho 
morning of the 5th were in excellent condition, my brigade especially seeming to feel 
complimented that they were detailed as the rear guard. There was no demoraliza- 
tion or breakdown ; they were entirely recuperated. The march of the 5th was necessa- 
rily tedious— -a tedious one on account of the length of the train and the battle which 
was fonght at Hatchie impeding our entire movement. The enemy’s advance over- 
took the rear guard and were repulsed in two skirmishes. The second skirmish, about 
sundown, seemed to check their advance and stop pursuit for the night. The march 
of the 6th was without any special incident, except that we had orders on arriving 
in camp that we would remain there several days. This camp was about 7 miles 
north of Ripley, the object being to afford the troops rest and time to recuperate. 
The morning of the 7th, at 3 o’clock, I was ordered out with my brigade, and marched, 
together with Rust and Villepigue, under General Lovell’s command, about 3 miles 
north of our camp. At this point General Lovell told me that it was a stampede and 
turned the command back. 

By tbe Court : 

Question. What was the impression made upon your mind by the 
remark of General LovelH 

Answer. That the alarm was a false one; that the enemy were not advancing on 
our position; that the movement to repel or check them was therefore useless. 

By Eecorder : 

Question. Continue your statement with reference to the first speci- 
fication of the second charge. 

Answer. After countermarching we moved to within about 4 miles of Ripley, where 
Lovell’s division was drawn up in line of battle, General Rust on the right, myself 
in the center, General Villepigue on the left. General Lovell left ns at this point 
and went in the direction of Ripley to report to General Vau Dorn. On his return to 
the command, about three hours afterward, the brigade commanders were together 
in the center discussing their position. I had asked General Rust to assume com- 
mand and was seconded by General Villepigue, the officers having first discovered 
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that the position was untenable, capable of being turned oil the rioht and left. A 
few seconds after General Lovell’s return, report reached us from (Julonel Jackson, 
eonimandiiig cavalrv l)etween us and the eneniyi that th(\v were advancing on all 
three ot the roads. *We weu^ drawn up in line of battle across the center road ; our left 
and right did not touch either of the others; country \sas open and Comparatively 
level. '’General Lovell then ordered ns to resume our inarch in the direction of jRipley 
in continuation of our retreat. As the brigades filed out on the road we were ordered 
to push the men up. as the enemy were * . ^’’om Eieiizi to Elpley aud would 

cut us off. Passiug'4 miles beyond Riph .. ^ ■■ wore bivouacked, liavlug made 

a march of about 18 miles in nineteen hours, the men being wdthont rations, consid- 
erably worn out, and sin" ■■■j -v'.' of demoralization. The wagons with provisions 
came into camp about 9 !■ \ i id-^ht. iMviug been marched and countermarched 

16 miles, aud finding themselves ulu-e i'-ix were first ordered to ii: '■’ ' ■ ' 

About 11 o’clock my brigade was turned out under arms. I detailed one 
a small battalion, to go tow^ard Ripley, where it was deployed as skirmishers, cover- 
ing the bivouac of the command. The whole command moved at once next morning, 
my brigade in roar, leaving camp about 2 o'clock. Wo marched thence to Hickory 
Elat, about 18 or 20 miles by the road we took. The march was about ten houivs m 
duration and no material delays. My brig.ade remained under arms at Hickory Flat 
until 10 o’clock that night, having been forty-three hours on duty, with two hours’ 
intermission and without rations. I had applied to General Lovell three times dur- 
ing the afternoon to bo relieved. He admitted the justness of my claim, and fmolly 
gave me permission to apply directly to General Van Dorn, who immediattdy rplievetl 
me and gave the order about 7 o’clock, and I reached camp about It) o’clock, as above 
stated. General Price’s command was immediately in front of ns during the after- 
noon of the 8th. I saw them march over the same road three times — first moving 
west, thence they took a road to the south, and returning took tlu^ same road to the* 
west. General Lovell ordered my wagon tram, when in hivonac 4 miles south of’ 
Ripley, to proceed across the Tallahatchie at New Albany and go from thciicc toi 
Hickory Elat. There was no such route in existence. The train traveled npwardl 
of 60 miles and reached me three days afterward at Holly Springs, having twice* 
crossed the Tallahatchie, my men being compelled to subsist on parched corn anill 
potatoes during its absence, with the exception of a few barrels of Hour borrowedi ^ 
from General Rust and a half day’s beef rations, which was purchased and issued by 
my acting commissary. 

Question. State all the facts in your knowledge bearing on the second 
specification of the second charge. 

Answer. Lovell’s division arrived at Holly Springs on the 10th. I pioceeded in ad- 
vance to procure rations and select an encampment. ; was notified by General Lovell 
on my arrival that the post commissary liad orders to issue to my men. Having no 
wagons I could draw nothiug that night. The train came up, however, before tbe 
morning of the 11th, having with it one or two days’ rations loft from a former issue. 
From the morning of the 11th to the ISth my commissary repeatedly a])plied for ra- 
tions, repon ing hi> failure to get them to me. I renewed my ap]>Vu’j> I i»Mi to General 
Lovell, and endeavored to borrow rations from Generals Rust and Villepigne. Find- 
ing they had none, General Rust and myself went m person through the neighbor- 
hood and succeeded in buying a hundred or two bushels of potatoes. My brigade 
received no bread rations until tho morning of the 16th. We then got sufliciont corn 
meal to issue six or eight ounces to tho man. 1 know nothing as to when Rust and 
Villepigne got theirs, but I know they had none on the morning of tho 14th. 

Question. State all the facts in your knowledge bearing on the third 
specification of the second charge. 

Answer. I know nothing relative to this specification. 

Cross-examined by Defendant : 

Question. You say the sketch made by General Van Dorn at Davis^ 
house was shown to yon to explain tbe roads leading to Tuscninbia. 
Did you find any difficulty in u.irhin^ the Tiiscumbia, nllhongli the 
sketch was on letter paper and drawn to no particular scale ? 

Answer. No, not the ' ‘ - it tho distance between the Hatchie and tlio Tur- 

cumbia that point is ■ - . There were two roads, b.- ^ k . Colonel 

Riley, whom I sent out bridge, found the road ' »■ . . « : g T ■ map. 

Question. What force was sent to the Tnscurabiato secure the builds 
ing of the bridge ? ^ 
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Answer. About 280 men. They were picked men and good ones. I’be detail was 
for 200. I sent the First Missouri Regiment entire. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that General Armstrong with 
his cavalry, w^as ordered by General Yan'Dorn to Ghe walla the same 
night that you encamped at Davis’ Bridge 

Answer. Ko ; I heai’d that he was somewhere in that direction, but do not remem- 
ber the location. 

Question. Was not our cavalry in front of Lovell’s division (our in- 
fantry advance) until within a short distance of the exterior works of 
Corinth ? 

Answer. Yes ; J ackson’s cavalry was continually in front skirmishing with the en- 
emy, especially between Chewalla and Corinth. 

Question. Do you know whether or not any provision was made by 
detehdant for bringing forward. supplies from Holly Springs to supply 
the necessities of the army f 

Answer. Orders were issued at Davis^ Mill to send back wagons for rations to Holly 
Springs. The order was not complied with at aUin my y think not in 

the other two of LovelPs division, our transportation heir j , ■ ■ to spare any 

wagons. These facts were reported and nothing further said about rations. 

Question. When did your brigade reach Davis’ Bridge 

Answer. On September 30, as well as I can remember, about 10 or 11 a. m. 

Question. When did you get orders to cook three days’ rations f 

Answer. I got the orders to cook three days’ rations an hour or two after my arrival. 
We only cooked two days’ rations, having hut one day’s salt meat. 

Question. How long were you going to Corinth ? 

Answer. We encamped one night at Chewalla and made the attack nest morning. 

Question. How far from Tuscumbia to Corinth ? 

Answer. From Tuscumbia to Corinth is from 12 to 15 miles. 

Question, Explain why the attack .was made on Corinth with a half- 
day’s rations. 

Answer. We had two days’ rations when we left Davis’ Mill. We were a day and 
a half in marching from Davis’ Mill to Corinth. 

Question. Did you get orders from any one to send empty wagons 
iback from Eipley to Holly Springs ? 

Answer. I got orders to send back empty wagons from General Lovell, but had none 
*to send. 

Question. Did you turn over rations to General Price’s command ; 
uf so, out of whose wagons were they taken and how much ? 

Answer. I turned over 4,000 pounds of flour and a sack of salt to General Price’s 
command, taken out of the different regimental wagons of my brigade. 

By the Court : 

Question. What became of the wagons emptied by the issue of ra- 
tions to the troops on the march from Davis’ Mill to Davis’ Bridge, 
and also of those emptied by issue to General Price’s command ? 

Answer. There were no wagons emptied by the issue. I had not transportation 
enotfgh for a commissary train, and had to divide the fifteen days’ rations issued im- 
mediately among regiments. They were transported mixed in with the lighter bag- 
gage oftiie command, and in some of the regiments two days’ rations were cooked and 
packed by the men when we started from Davis’ Mill, near La Grange. About two 
or three wagons were broken down on the march and all of them overloaded when 
we started. My command had been reduced prior to the march to the minimum 
allowance under General Bragg’s order, and had been increased subseq^uently by the 
mignmmt of 725 oonscriplis to three of the regiments* 
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By Defendant : 

Question. Do you inee-n to be understood as saying that there was no 
firing in the division to which you brlongod on Friday^ the first day of 
the attack on Corinth, after 2 p. m. 

Answer. There was firing by the First Missouri Regiment, of my I ' ' " ■■■ . ■■’uch 
was engaged with the enemy over half a mile in front of us. There w. ■ ■ ‘ ■ by 

the remaining troops of my brigade or those of Rust or Villepiguo in my sight. I 
could see nearly all their regiments. The Tt \ D- 1 : ■ ■ Mn General Moore’s 

brigade, in Price’s army, was engaged at • [\\*u ■ ! . !i. First Missouri, im- 

mediately in our front. 

Question. In your official report of the action of your brigade at 
Corinth does not this passage occur: 

The First ‘ Ri T u .Tit-Colonel Riley commanding, proceeded on- 

ward, drove , w ■ m.( i \ iio-u or e of lii- -r encampments nearly a mile inside tlieir 
works, holding the same under fixe until the second line of battle was formed, toward 
sunset. 

Is that correct? 

Answer. It is. 

Question, You say that about 5 o^clock General Lovell made a cir- 
cuitous detour to the right. Was not that detour made by him for the 
purpose of attacking a work advantageously which was on your front, 
and was not that work carried by Moore^s brigade? 

Answer. The detour was made for the purpose of taking the work, but not the same 
one that was attacked b,v« General Moore’s brigade, Moore’s brigade and the work 
attacked being considerably to the left of Lovell’s division after the detour spoken of. 

Question. You say that a little before sundown on Friday the division 
of General Lovell advanced and occupied the line of encampments of 
the enemy behind three redoubts which had been abandoned by the 
enemy. Do you know what had transpired in General Price’s corps, 
on your left, between the hours of 2 p. m. and dark of that day? 

Answer. I know nothing of what transpired in General Price’s corps, except in the 
Second Texas Regiment, of Moore’s biigade. 

Question. You state that on the morning of the 4th you found a large 
force in your front 5 afterward that you marched to the front in line of 
battle until you came in sight of the work. When did the force leave 
your front? 

Answer. If so recorde-"* '.v— it was a mistake. The force was at the 

fortifications alluded to •' testimony. 

Question. Were your pickets on the night of the 3d in advance of 
your lines far from the enemy’s pickets? How would you propose to 
find the strength and position of the enemy on that night? 

Answer. I should think so, from the fact that they were not disturbed during the 
night. Had I been in command I would have pushed a line of skirmishers up to the 
works of the enemy, supporting them with a reserve. It was a moonlight night. 

Question. How could the enemy have been prevented on Friday night 
from re-enforcing Corinth jfrom the east and south ? 

Answer. By attacking and driving them out of Corinth on Friday afternoon. 

Question. Do you mean to say that you would have made a night 
attack on Friday? 

Answer. Not necessarily, I believe that the place could have been carried during 
the afternoon and by 8 p. m. 

Question. lu’w^hatway? 
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Answer. The enemy^s center was broken near the railroad. I saw it retiring in 
confusion, pursued simply by a lino of skirmishers. If the whole of LovelPs division 
had moved directly forward we could have entered pell-mell wdth them into town. 

Question. When the enemy broke as you say and fled, why was the 
attack on the right not made t Is it usual for troops to wait for orders 
under such circumstances I 

Answer. I should think not ; but the different brigades were halted by General 
Lovell. Two of my regiments had to be called back (rather one regiment and a bat- 
talion), the officers having considered that they had full authority to pureue and that 
they were being supported. 

Question. That opportunity lost, could preparations be made to take 
the place by assault before dark! 

Answer. If the line had formed within an hour and the advance made directly upon 
the center I think the place would have fallen. 

Question. Was there continuous fire on the center and left of our 
forces until nearly dark? 

Answer. Yes; continuous random firing. The enemy, having rallied, reformed at 
that point, as I believed at the time, to cover the retreat. 

Question. Do you know anything of the condition of things on our 
left or the opposition made by the enemy in that quarter? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. You say that you saw the center of the enemy break. 
What was the amount of the force of the enemy’s center? 

Answer. About five regiments which I saw. They were running in confusion and 
passing helter-skelter through a train of wagons, one or two of which were broken 
down, and the quartermaster of the train was shot by one of the skirmishers of our 
command, who failed to hear the order calling them in. I captured a team of mules 
from this train and used it to bring off the Lady Richardson ” Parrott gun captured. 

Question. How far off were you ffom the inner intrenchments at this 
time? 

Answer. There was a line of redoubts with an abatis immediately to our right and 
a little to the front. I think there were no guns in position in any of these redoubts 
at this time. The inner line to the right, where my brigade was dravra up on the 
second morning, was to the right and jBront about miles. The works immediately 
in front I never saw. 

Question. Whose were the troops that broke the center ? 

Answer. General LovelPs, with the right of General Price's. I think it was Moore's 
brigade. 

Question. Did you hear any heavy firing on the left, some distance 
off, after this? 

Answer. I think I heard some artillery firing about that time to the left. 

Question. Do you know what force of the enemy was at this time in 
your front or on your right and front? 

Answer. I do not know, except the five or six regiments which were fleeing from 
us. I cannot tell whether they were supported or not, the recalled regiments not 
having pushed the pursuit far enough to ascertain. 

Question. If you had advanced in pursuit of the enemy at this point 
and been checked and a column had deployed on your right what would 
have been the consequence ? Do you know that there was no force of 
the enemy on your right? 

Answer. I was fuUy satisfied at the time that the entire left of the enemy was fall* 
Ing back, thcix whole movement indicatiiig it. 
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Question. What do you consider was the force of the enemy in Cor- 
inth at the time the attack was made 1 

Answer. I should think there were jibont 15,000 men. It is only a eonjecture on my 
part. 

Question. How far to the left of Corinth did the enemy’s line of bat- 
tle extend ? 

Answer. I had no means of ascertaining and do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether or not the force yon saw the next 
raorning in the intrenchments was there at this time ^ 

Answer. I am not positive ; it is only surmise that they were not. 

Question. Did you suppose that with a force of 15,000 men the ene- 
my’s center would consist of only five regiments ^ 

Answer. I did not see the whole of the enemy’s center. In speaking of five regi- 
uientH I alluded to those immediately in fiont of my own brigade. 

Question. Do you know whether the sketch in possession of General 
Lovell was intended to repre.^ent anything more than the locality of the 
works and not the number of guns? ^^'he■rc is that sketch? 

Answer. The sketch in possession of General Lovell was a very rough one and very 
much defaced, and only intended to show the supposed location of the works. I do 
nob know where it is. It remained in his possession. 

Question. The firs' of the first charge states that the 

enemy was strongly ■ . : i formidable numbers, fully prepared 

ibr a stubborn resistance, and that the attack was made without due 
consideration or foioIlK/iight. As you state, Corinth might have been 
taken in the evening of the 3d. Did you at this time change your 
opinion ? 

Answer. I have not changed my opinion. It appeared to mo that provision should 
have been made, and a distinct understanding, in case our impetuous attack on the 
advance works was successful, in what manner it was to be followed xip. 

Question. Do you know that no such orders were given by General 
Van Dorn? 

Answer. I do not, but am satisfied that the mode in which the attack was followed 
np was not the result of proper reflection. 

Question. Do you mean here to say the mode of the attack was fol- 
lowed up in the division or brigade to which you belonged or to the 
whole army ? 

Answer. In the division to which I belonged. General Lovell appeared to me to 
be very nndecided, and seemed to be waiting orders. 

(Court cleared by request of General Maury, and determined to confine 
the questions and testimony more closely to the subject.) 

Question. Was your brigade put on duty as rear guard by order of 
General Lovell or Van Dorn, and who kept them there forty-three 
hours? 

Answer. They were first put on duty with Lovell’s whole division and subsequently 
detached by General Lovell. He refused three times to relieve mo, and I suhsecpiently 
appealed to General Van Dom, who then relieved me. 

Question. Did General Van Dorn go from Eipley to Hickory Flat on 
the road taken by your division or on that taken by General Price ? 

Answer. On the road taken by General Price. 

Question. Did yqu hear anything of orders having been given by me 
for your division to encamp between Orizaba and Hickory Flat? 
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Question. Do you know that they could ? Do you know whether or 
not any effort was made to get meal from the neighboring mills ? 

Answer. Yes ; Lumpkin^s Mill could have furnislied it, and others, if they had 
been set to work prior to our arrival. An effort was made by the whole commissary 
department on our arrival, but the supply was not adequate and two or three days 
coming in. 

Question. Did you get any rations for your command from the cpm- 
missary department on the road from Corinth to Holly Springs'? If so, 
how much ? 

Answer. I borrowed 6 beeves and 11 barrels of flour from General Rust. I got none 
from the commissary, but be offered to issue me beef at Hickory Flat. 

Question. Do you remember anything of a train of provisions having 
arrived atEipley from Holly Springs ? 

Answer. No ; but they may have arrived and my commissary received some pro- 
visions. 

Question. Did you see General Van Dorn often on the march from 
Davis’ Mill to Corinth and from Corinth to Holly Springs ? If so, did 
you see him at any time intoxicated or otherwise not in a condition to 
discharge the duties of a commanding general *? 

Answer. I saw General Van Dom on the march to Corinth and two or 

three times on the retreat. He was i. ‘Ober, and was, so far as I could judge, 

active and energetic in discharging i ' ... * - .is commanding officer. 

Cross-examination finished. 

By the Court : 

Question. How far from the forks of the Eocky Ford road and Tippah 
Crossing road, on the Eocky Ford rpad, did General Price’s command 
proceed ? 

Answer. I do not know that they proceeded over 2 miles. 

Question. Did the troops on any two consecutive days from theSfch 
to the 9th inclusive make what could be called a long march *? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. State the length of the marches on the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 
8th, and 9th days. 

Answer. On the 4th to Chowalla, 8 miles j on the 5th, 18 or 20 miles j on the 6th, 
Smiles; on the 7th, Lovelfs division marched about 2‘i miles; on the 8 th, 20 miles, 
and on the 9th, about 10 or 12 miies, not over. 

Question. At the camp south of Eipley, when you left at 1 o’clock in 
the morning, had your men supped the night before ? 

Answer. They had. 

. By Defendant: 

Question. Had they breakfasted the same morning *? 

Answer. They had not. 

The court adjourned at 4 p. m. to meet again Tuesday. hTovember 18, 
at 9 o’clock. ’ 

Tuesday, Nommher 18, 1862. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Maj. Gens. S. Price aud D. H. Manry, Provisional Army 
Confederate States ; Brig. Gen. L. Tilghman, Provisional Army Con- 
federate States, au(3 Oapt. B. II. Cummins, l^rovisioaal Army Confeder- 
ate States, 
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Brig. Gen. M. E. Green sworn. 

By Eeoorder : 

Question. Were your supplies of commissary stores insufficient when 
you marched to the attack of Corinth 

Answer. We were never ont of supplies. Sometimes we were not as well supplied 
as we desired to be. There was some comi3lalnt among the men that they did not 
get enough. 

Question. Were your troops marched in a hasty and disorderly man- 
ner? 

Answer. They were marched fast ; I think generally in pretty good order. 

Question. Was it obvious to your mind that the attack should have 
been continued Friday evening or that success was prevented by wait- 
ing until next morning ? 

Answer. My opinion at the time was that so far as my brigade was concerned I 
could have gone into the town. There was nothing in the way. This was half an 
hour before sunset. 

Question. Could General Yan Born have prevented the enemy from 
re-enforcing himself during the succeeding night? 

Answer. I do not see how he could have prevented it unless by the cavaliy. 

Question. Could you tell by the noise of the wagons and artillery 
carriages whether the enemy was re-enforcing or evacuating ? 

Answer. I could not. I did not think they were evacuating. What made me doubt 
they were evacuating was the chopping of timber. There was a difference of opinion 
among the officers wdth whom I discussed the matter. I also doubted they were 
evacuating because I heard the cars coming in twice and a shout on their arrival. 

Question. Are you aware of any circuitous or unnecessary marching 
on the return from Corinth ? Were any of your troops starving ? 

Answer. The route, I believe, was circuitous. There w';' "o r. — 

once that I remember. I do not of course refer to the -r ■ , ■ , 

Bridge, which I consider to have been necessary. None of my troops were starviag. 
They were hard run for bread, and had it not been for potatoes we would have been 
badly off. 

Question. Bid your troops after reaching Lumpkin^s Mill suffer by 
reason of the non-issue of breadstuff's ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any suffering. I think there was some scarcity, 
but with the potatoes there was no suffering. 

Cross-examined by Befendant: 

Question, Bid you see the defenses immediately around the town of 
Corinth in the evening of the 3d ? If so, were they manned and did 
they mount guns ? 

Answer. On my right I did not see them ; immediately in my front I saw no obsta- 
cle. On the left I saw fortifications and guns mounted and they were manned. But 
on going in in the morning there were fortifications immediately before me. Whether 
they were there in the evening or built in the night I do not know. 

Question. Bo you remember having received rations at Eipley on the 
return from Corinth ? 

Answer. Yes, I received some there. 

Question. State the character of the fortifications assailed by your 
command on the morning of the 4th. 

Answer. On the 3d I commanded only my brigade. On the 4th I commanded a 
division. The fortifications in front of my brigade were not very heavy nor very 
' Strongly manned* Those hi front of the First and Fourth Brigades were very strong 
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and heavily manned. There seemed to be two or three ranhs of infantry hehind ; the 
artillery very thick. I did not count them. There were about (some said) seventy- 
iive pieces. These fortilicatious had been mnch unproved during the night. 

QiK'-li;'-:. Did you see Geueral Van Dorn often on the march to 
Corinth and on the return to Holly Springs ? If so, did you at any 
time see him intoxicated or in any way incapacitated for the discharge 
of his duties as commanding general « 

Answer. I did not see him very often, but when I did see him I never saw him in- 
capacitated in any way. Durilig the time referred to 1 saw Giiiieral Van Dorn at 
least twice — once going into battle and the second tune when the retreat was ordered. 
On both these occasions he appeared as he always does. I never have seen General 
Van Dorn at all out of the way at any time. 

Dr. T. D. Wooten, being duly sworn, deposes as follows : 

By Eecorder: 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the facts alleged in the third 
specifiatiou, second charge? If so, state the facts. 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any of the facts alleged in the spocilications. 

Maj. Gen, Sterling Price, being duly sworn, deposes as follows : 

By Eecorder : 

Question. Did General Van Dorn have in his ijossession or make use 
of maps of the roads and localities about Corinth? 

Answer. He had in his possession one of the best maps I have over seen made by 
officer. I gave it to him myself at Ripley before w^e went to Corinth, 

! MMp \ras taken from a Federal engineer officer captured at luka. 

Question. Did General Van Dorn avail himself of your Engineer 
Corps ? 

Answer. I tbmk he did. I think they wore called upon and mhil the 

construction of tho bridge near Pocahontas. My impression is thi \ weu- tmb icd to 
report to General Van Dorn. 

Question. Were your engineers acquainted with the localities about 
Corinth ? 

Answer. Somewhat; I think so. One of them was in tho service of General Beau- 
regard at Corinth in constructing roads, and must necessarily have been acquainted 
with the country. 

Question. Was your supply of commissary stores insufficient Avhen 
you marched to the attack? 

Answer. Yes, and I so informed General Van Dorn. General Van Dorn replied to 
me that he would spare me some rations on the way to Corinth, which he did. He 
also informed me that he would send to Holly Springs for au additional sup]dy of 
rations, which In- would reach Corinth nearly as soon as thc^ army. Ho at 

the same time « upe-: me for all the wagons I could spare from my command, 
with a suitable officer to take charge of tho train on that S(irvic(i. I thildc I turned 
over about 50 wagons from my command and tho officer, as directed. I further hoard 
General Van Dorn give instructions to ono of his officers t.o hire for the same purpose 
all the wagons that could be piocini-d iij Iho country. Wo met ono train of those 
wagons, as I was informed, near iln- lln.* 1 k»* Bridge on the day after the last day’s 
fight at C v'‘ y - > When we reached Riplc\ on the retreat Geuoral Van 

Dorn infc ■ • *.. » w were 40 wagons loadtul \\ it h provisions at. that place, 

and that ho had given instructions to turn over half tho provisions to my connriand 
and the other half to General Lovell. I inniK'diately sent my commissary to receive 
the rations turned over to my command, vlucli he received. My army corps was 
about two-thirds of the whole army. 

Question. Were your trooi)s marched in a hasty or disorderly manner 
when going to Corinth? 

Answer. I thought not too much so. 1 am sure they were not marched m a di^-' 
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orderly manner, atd 1 am stlre not too rapidly under tlie circumstances. I think 
there was no suffering among my troops on that account, notwithstanding they had 
march(*.d rapidly to and from luka. I did not think even under these circumstances 
that the march was too hasty. 

Question. Was it obvious to your mind that the attack should have 
been continued Friday afternoon or that success was prevented by 
waiting until next morning ? 

Answer. It was not obvious to my mind that the attack should have heeu con- 
tinued on Friday afternoon. In attacking the outer fortifications, after a brisk march 
of 8 miles that morning, my corsmiar.d had to charge through felled timber near a 
quarter of a mile in distance in extremely warm weather, and after carrying those 
iortitications they pursued the enemy some half mile rapidly, and in following closely 
after my army I came to many soldiers who had fallen with sunstroke and exhaustion. 

I halted my command and had those exhausted soldiers cared for and rested the army 
perhaps an hour. ’When General Van Dorn himself came up we then continued the 
pursuit and soon engaged the enemy. The battle continued until near sundown, the 
greater portion of which time the tiring was terrific. My impression is that Greueral 
Van Dorn consulted me after the firing had ceased, for wo were together a great 
dea I and consulted frequently during the battle. I know 1 hat it wa.s my opinion that 
it would have been better to have continued the pursuit into the town on that night 
if General Lovell was ready to snijport me; hut as that fact was not, known it was 
prudent to delay the attack on the town until the succeeding morning. My army 
was then onlered to bivouac in their then position. 

Question. Could General Van Dorn have prevented the enemy re- 
enforcing that night! 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Could you tell by the noise of the wagons and artillery 
carriages whether the enemy was re-enforcing or evacuating Corinth! 

An.swer. I had a conversation with General Yan Dorn on the subject that night or 
early next morning, who was nearer the enemy that night than I was myself, and I 
think I learned from him that he had heard the noise of wheels of wagons, &o., 
during the night, and that it was his impression that they were evacuating Corinth. 
I do not think I heard this noise of the wagons myself. 

Question. Are you aware of any circuitous or unnecessary marching 
on the retreat from Corinth ! 

Answer. Ido not know that there was any unnecessary, circuitous, or any counter- 
marching of consequence in my command. 

Question. Were any of your men starving at this time! 

Answer. I think not. Their rations had become perhaps scarcer than they would 
have been on account of the return of some of the provision wagons that had reached 
the neighborhood of Hatchie Bridge and had heard that the enemy were between 
them and our army. In a word, I would say that I believe every necessary provis- 
ion bad been made to supply the men with rations, and I believe I know as much 
about it as anybody except General Van Dorn. I had heard his orders given and 
thought them sufficient. 

Question. Did your troops after reaching Lumpkin’s Mill suffer by 
reason of the non-issue of breadstuff’s! 

Answer. I am not aware that they did. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the facts alleged in the third 
specification of, the second charge ! 

Answer. I know nothing about it ; nor did I hear of it until I saw it in that speci- 
fication. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Did the troops in your command charge the enemy and 
l)ush forward at every o])])ort unity as gallantly as our troops have ever 
28 E E— VOL XVII 
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(lono witliiii your observutioii oi- was any opportunity lost for gaining 
ground, up to the halt and cessation of firing at sundown? 

A.iiH\vor Tlie oiillaiitry displayM by my trooi^s on that, occasion has never been 
Burpassed in mf olisoi-vatioii if it has been equaled, and .1 ■ ' •! forward with 

great eat’-enicvss and enconnt(‘red the enemy wherever he ’■ . * -m 1 Ni* opportunity 
waslost^for gaining ground I think nnfil sundown, when the order was given to 
halt and l>ivo7iac foi the night. 

Question. J)o you know whether or not the cessation of firing was 
by General Yaii Dorn’s order or by the circumstances of the battle, the 
enemy having retired within his inner intrenchments 

Ans\\(‘r. II was not by General Van Born’s ordt^r to me, hut by the retiring of the 
enpni.\ and th(‘ late horn* of the day. 

Question. If it had been determined upon to attack the intrench- 
ments of Corinth that evening would the necessary preparations to do 
so ha^^c taken until after dark '!? 

Auswei. I should think so. It would have been necessary to li.ivo brought General 

Lovell up * ' ' ■ flistanco and some of my brigades which wiTe f ^ •■g 

the railroi eft. It would have been necessnry to have re .. i . -.i- 

iieforc charging the inner works, which I think would have (xuMipied more time than 
we would have had daylight.. 

Question. After taking the exterior works of the enemy and vesting 
your troops, as stated by you, do you I'eniember at what hour, when 
your dispositions for ]*encwing the attack were made, your whole line 
became engaged ? State also the character and length of that conflict. 

Answer. I do not 3‘t‘collect the hour of the day. I paid but little attention to that, 
hut I should think it was between 2 and ‘.5 o’clock ]irohably, and that the engagomeut 
must have lasted hetwinm two and three hours, sonietiines with terrilic firing along 
nearly the whol(‘ length of my line. 

Question, If two hours more of daylight had been given us wliat do 
you think would liave been the result of tlie contest 

Answ'er. That 1 cannot tell. My iin])ressi(m is that, with a cordial support from 
Gfuieral Lovell’s eominaiul we would have, c.amod their works and held them. 

Question. If you saw General Yan Dorn on the battle-field of Corinth 
on October 3 and 4 and on the 5th a.t the Hatchie, state what was his 
condition as to sobriety or fitness to dischargo liis duties as command- 
ing general ; states also his condition as to sobriety and capacity in 
moviiig on (Jorinth and returning from it. 

Answer. I was willi General Van Born a. great <l<‘al boib in lh< .id\ .na (‘ in on .iiwl re- 
Inrnmg from Corinth ’ ' liobattlo, aiidl hav(‘ncv( 5 r m*. n hiim ;i lin ; lim .n* at 

any other time wlnm 1 was at ail in1oxica.t(‘d ; and will state further, that 

In* conducted himself during the entire <‘ngagoin(‘nt with coohn^ss and determination; 
and I recollect no difference ol‘ o}>nuon b<‘t.w'ei*n us in the management of the light. 
The only difterenco of opinion was jn I he movement upon Corinth he foi'e receiving 
tin* r<‘-ciiforcements from Jackson. 

Question. When did you first become acquainted with G-eneral Yan 
Dornf How long have you served with him*? Do you know him to be 
an intemperate man within the time ? 

Answer. 1 first became .n-Mmnnb d \^ ith General Van Born a few days before the 
battle of Klkhorn, about Mai rh I , Is'.'i, and, as I stated before, I do not think 1 have 
ever seen him at all intoxicated, i have served with him the greater portion of the 
time since I made his acquaintance. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. Marry, commanding First Division, Army of the 
West, duly sworn. 

By Eboobdbr: 

nn«aT..->i v.jTi 'Hnni bavf* a man or mans in his pos- 



Chap. XXSX.] CORINTH. 435 

session on the march to Corinth'? Was it a proper map for military 
puriDOses ? 

Answer. I saw at Ripley, in General Van Dorn^s possession, two maps, I think, of 
the region of country embracing Corinth and the roads and approaches and water- 
courses, which had reference to our military operations proposed and present. One 
of these maps was the most minute and detailed map I have ever seen. It was pre- 
pared by Federal officers, and I understand it was taken from the enemy at luka. 
The other map vras a carefully and neatly prepared manuscript map, which I under- 
stand was prepared by the engineer officers of General Price’s command and had ref- 
erence to the same region of country. These are all the maps of which I have any 
knowledge, and I saw them at Ripley previous to our advance on Corinth in his pos- 
session. 

QuestioB. Where did you encamp when you came with the Army of 
the West to Corinth last spring ? Did General Van Dorn then have 
an opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with the ground on 
which the attack was made ■? 

Answer. General Van Dorn’s headquarters were first established between the 
Charleston and Memphis Railroad and the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, north of the 
Charleston and Memphis Railroad and west of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and 
within 200 paces of where he made his headquarters late in the evening of Friday, 
October 3. His headquarters were there, I think, about a week, and during that 
time General Van Dom was much occupied in making himself acquainted with the 
locality and with the approaches and defenses of Corinth. The road by which I went 
to Corinth on the morning of the 4th with a portion of my troops was laid out and cut 
out in April last under the personal superintendence of General Van Dorn. 

Question. Were your troops marched in a hasty or disorderly manner 
on the advance to Corinth ? 

Answer. No ; I think we marched about 10 or 12 miles a day, and there was no more 
haste and perhaps better order than was usual in my division in marches. 

Question. Was it obvious to your mind that the attack should have 
been continued Friday afternoon or that success was prevented by wait- 
ing until next morning ^ 

Answer. I did not think the attack should have been continued any longer than it 
was Friday afternoon, nor did I think that success was prevented by waiting until 
next morning. 

Question. Could General Van Dorn have prevented the enemy re-eii- 
forcing himself the night of the 3d ? 

Answer. So far as I understood his resources for so doing I do not think he could. 

Question. Could you tell by the noise of the wagons and artillery car- 
riages whether the enemy was re-enforcing or evacuating*? 

Answer. No, I could not. I heard a confused rumbling of wheels in Corinth dur- 
ing the large portion of the night. 

Question, Do you know that the enemy re-enforced at all? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Are you aware of any circuitous or unnecessary marching 
on the return from Corinth? 

Answer. No ; except after we left Ripley and bivouacked on a creek 4 miles from 
there I was ordered to move my division back toward Ripley to support General 
Lovell’s corps, as I understood, which was reported to be threatened by an attack of 
the enemy. The head of the division had advanced about 2 miles, I think (not more 
certainly), when I received orders to return to the place where we had been bivouack- 
ing. I had no means of determining whether the move was necessary or unnecessary. 
I received orders and obeyed them. And again the night we crossed the Tippah the 
division (and, I believe, General Price’s corps) made a much longer march than usual, 
in consequence, as I understood at the time, of a bridge having_ been burned on out 
direct route the night before. That march was about 16 or 18 miles, I think, and we 
made it on the evening of October 9. 
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Question. Were your men starving at any time during the retreat? 

Answer. No; there was more irregularity in the issue of supplies than at ordinary- 
times. If the subordioate officers had attended to their duty rosjx'cting issues of sup- 
plies and cooking there was no reason why the men should be sulfering for supplies, 
for we had access to our- I rain on the 6thj the day before wo passed through 

Ripley in retreat, andl ?M‘(:or'-r>od in camp that evening that sufficient supplies were 
drawn by the troops. I refer in all this to my own division. 

Question. Did your troops after reaching Lumpkin^s Mill, sufter by 
reason of the non-issue of breadstuffs ? 

“Answer. I do not think they suffered when they first arrived there. I rememher 
reports being made to me that breadstuffs Avere not at band, but I think that a suffi- 
cient quantity of sweet potatoes was secured by the commissary to their imme- 
diate wants, and in the course of the day the breadstuff’s were issued as usual. 

Question, Have you any knowledge of the alleged facts in the third 
specification of. the second charge? 

Answer. None; I do not recollect to have bo.ird nt)\ ihiiiu of the kind until I beard 
that charges and specifications had been on i* a-.i-n.-i General Van Dorn on 
account of it. I know nothing of the charge or specitication. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Tour division was immediately in front of the town of 
Corinth. How far during the night of the 3d were your pickets from 
the enemy’s line of sharpshooters ? 

Answer. Within gunshot,! understood; probably not 100 paces apart. 

Question. In what way could a reconnaissance of the interior de- 
fenses of Corinth have been made on the night of the 3d ? 

Answer. It was not possible to make one. 

* Question. Can you explain the marching and countermarching of 
General Price’s corps near Hickory Plat about where the Rocky Ford 
road leaves the Holly Springs road? 

Answer. General Pricers army corps moved off to the left on the Rocky Ford road from 
the Holly Springs road in order to encamp upon good water about three-fourths of a 
mile— perhaps a mile ; moved back next day to get on the Holly Springs road. Oji the 
day we marched off the road my division did not march more than 5 miles altogether. 

Question. State what was the condition of General Van Dorn on the 
battle-fields of the 3d, 4th, and 5th. as to sobriety. State your oppor- 
tunities of judging, and also how long you have known General Van 
Dorn, and what were his habits as to sobriety since you have known 
him. 

Answer. General Van Dorn was entirely free from any perce])tibh‘, infinence of liquor 
during the whole of the 3d, 4th, and 5th. I saw him repeatedly during all of those 
days, I was constantly with him, that is near him and in communication with him, 
from daylight on the morning of the 3d until daylight on the morning of the 4th and 
saw him several times and was with him a good deal on the 5th. I think I first made" 
his . 1 , j .• ‘n Monterey in September, 1S46. Early in February last I joined 

his i *■ '.i:i . as chief of his staff and continued in constant association with him 

iu that c.iii..* i.'i'til June, wlieu he left this army in Pineville to go to Vicksburg, 
anu I fe< i . I'... he is not unduly addicted to the use of liquor. 

The court adjourned at 4 p. m. to meet at 9 o’clock on the 19th. 

Wecnbsday, November 19, 1862—10 o’clock. 

The court met pursuant to adjoui?nment. 

Present : Maj. ( .eii.'.. Si crling Price and D. H. Maury, Brig. Gen. Lloyd 
Tilgliman, and Capt. E. H. Cummins, recorder, and Maj. Gen. Earl Van 
Dorn. 

n«i«T,oi Bnhprtson. commanding Thirty-fifth Alabama llegiment, hav- 
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ing been summoned as a witness for the defense, was reported absent 
on furlough of thirty days by the adjutant of his regiment. 

Lieut. L. B. Hutchinson^ First Missouri Eegiment, was duly sworn. 

By Eecorder : 

Question. Do you know that any wounded soldiers were detained one 
or more nights at Water Valley ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Can you state when this occurred'? 

Answer. The Saturday night after we arrived at Holly Springs. 

Question. Where is Water Valley'? 

Answer. Somewhere between Oxford and Coffeeville. 

Question. Were these soldiers from the battle-field at or near Corinth? 

Answer. Those I conversed with said they were. 

Question. How many trains were there? 

Answer. One that I saw. 

Question. Were their wounds undressed? 

Answer. I am not certain, hut think they were. 

Question. Were they crowded in the cars, that is, were they uncom- 
fortably crowded? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Were they without blankets? 

Amswer. Most of them were. 

Question. And without nourishment ? 

Answer. They complained that they had nothing to eat. 

Question. Did they state how long since they had food or nourish- 
ment? 

Answer. They said they had nothing since they left the hospitaL I do not know 
when that was. 

Question. Were they not in charge of an ofl3.cer ? 

Answer. Captain Kennerly and myself looked for an officer and could find none. 

Question. Of whom did you inquire for an ofBlcer ? 

Answer. We inquired of the wounded men themselves and one or two railroad men, 
who replied that they knew of no one being in charge. 

Question. Was there any nurse or any other attendant with them or 
a surgeon? 

Answer. None that we could find. 

Question. Did you ascertain who ordered them in the cars ? Did you 
inquire ? 

Answer. I did not ascertain. Something was said about their having been put 
aboard at Holly Springs. 

Cross-examination by Defendant : 

Question. How came you to be at Water Valley? 

Answer. I was on my way to Coffeeville with my brother, who was sick, taking 
him to Coffeeville under orders from General Bowen. 
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Question. Do you know by whose orders the wounded were sent to 
the cars ? 

Answer. No, I do not. 

Question. Where was General V^au Dorn when the wounded left 
Holly Springs ^ 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do you know that no one was in charge of tlie wounded 
soldiers referred to ? 

Answer. Only from wliat I heard from them and other men. 

Question. By whose orders did they continue oii the route next day*? 

Answer. I do not know. I only know the train x)assod Coifeeville tbe next morn- 
ing. 

Question, How many cars were there f 

Answer. I do not know how many cars were in the tram. 

Question. Did you go through all of them to And an ofticer"? 

Answer. No, I did not go through all. I went throiigl) about iive. 

‘ What time of night was it that you hunted or iiKpiiivd for 

an officer 'i 

Answer. Some time betw'cen 10 and 11 o’clock. 

Question. Were persons asleep in the cars at that time 

Answer. I saw no one asleep. 

Question. Did you inquire of the conductor of the train whether there 
was an officer in charge of the wounded ! 

Answer. I could not lind the conductor. 

Question. At what hour did the train start from Holly Springs '? 

Answer. I do nob know; it was ahead of us, and vve started at B o’cdock in the 
evening. 

By the Ooubt : 

Question. Did you examine the wounds to see if they were dressed 
or not*? 

Answer. I examined one man’s wounds (he was wounded in both legs) that had uot 
been dressed. 

General Ettst was recalled for the iiroseciition. 

By Eeoorder: 

Question. State any additionaT particulars bearing on or corrobora» 
tive of your evidence. 

Answer. I wish my testimony i ‘.I ; • ',he wduuded to refer to their condition 

up tolfche time of their leaving 1 ‘ • ■. having hoard and kimu >il. i.eiliing of 

their treatmen t after leaving Holly Sxmngs. Wi th regard to i ! i « - . j b - - . « ■ • i ( • wit h 
which I was supplied on the retreat, at Mr. Coox)er’H, the second cami>ing pluc(^ this 
side of Bipley, I was ap]}lied to by the commissary of General Villepiguo lirKt for ra- 
tions or subsistence. I replied I would divide so long as I could do so without dis- 
fuT"'-b‘’ T my own troops; whereupon the commissary loaned General Yi” 0 

lii ... ■ ■ I* cattle*, 10 sacks of meal, 3 barrels of flour, and 31 iwinds of sal* . ' : ! «■ 

same place loaned to General Bowen 11 barrels of flour, 100 pounds of salt, and call- 
ing upon my commissary fbr information upon these points he exhibited the receipts, 
for those articles. 
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Col. liOBEBT L0WEY3 Sixth Missisaipih, aSwoiti. 

By Eecorder : 

Question. Were your supplies of coinmiASsary ^stores insufficient when 
you marched to Corinth or on the retreat? 

^ Answer. Yes, tliey were insufficient. On our arrival at Corintti at tlie close of the 
lirst day^s fight our commissary stores were exhausted, and on the retreat we had a 
very limited sup]jly, and a portion of the time we were without any, I remember 
that at one time beef was given to me without any bread or salt, and I did not kill it. 
After consultation with my men I drove It on. 

Question. On your march to Corinth were your troops marched in a 
hasty or disorderly manner? 

Answer. No ; they w ere marched as troops would generally he. There was no dis- 
order in our <li vision. 

Question. Are you aware of any circuitoiivS or unnecessary marching 
oil the return from Corinth ? 

Answer. I think there was some unnecessary marching. We went considerably 
out of the way on this side of Eipley. My brother, who was with um and w'ho was 
acquainted with the country, called my attention to the fact that several miles might 
liave been saved. I do not remember any other instance. 

Question. Ai*ter encamping near Holly Springs did your troops suf- 
fer by reason of the non-issue of breadstiiffi^? 

Answer. After irett^ng encamped at Coldwater, a few miles from Holly Springs, we 
were without •*. 1 ;oi*^, 1 think, for tw^o days. We then had for one day, I think, bread, 
and the nest meat. I do not reinemher which we got first, but we did not have both 
together. During this time I sent out my wagons and purchased some 40 or 50 
bushels oC potatoes, which the officers purchased themselves. I think afterward this 
was done again, and the men were thus subsisted. I made several appeals to the 
general commanding my brigade. I may be incorrect as to the time. There may be 
some slight inaccuracy,' hut very little. 

Question. Do you know that any wounded soldiers were detained one 
or more nights at Water Yalley ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Cross-examined by Defeijdant: 

Question. You say at the close of the first day’s figlit at Corinth >'oiir 
commissary stores gave out. Where were the commissary stores at 
that time? 

Answer. I am not able to say. 

Question. Were you ordered at Davis’ Bridge to cook rations for three 
daj^s? 

Answer. That is my recollection. 

Question. How many days’ rations did your regiment have when you 
started from Ripley? 

Answer. 1 do not recollect. 

Question. Why did your troops have no provisions wten the attack 
was made on Corinth ? 

Answer. We had rations until the close of the first day’s fight. I am not prepared 
to say. 

Question. You say on the retreat that some miles might have been 
saved. Do you know why the brigade or division to which you belong 
was marched on the road you did take? 

Answer. I do not know the reason we were ordered on that road. 
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Capt. L. H. Kennebly, First Missouri Eegiment, was duly sworn. 

By Eeookdee : 

Questiou. Do you know that any wounded soldiers “were detained one 
or more nights at Water Valley? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. When and how long were they detained.? 

Answer. A day or two after T.he aiTival of the army at Holly Springs They were 
detained from about 10 o’clock at ui^lit until about 8 o’clock next indrning, at Avliioli 
time we jiassed Coffeeville. 

Question. Were their wounds undressed? 

Answer. I cannot say. 

Question. Were they without blankets? 

Auswt‘r. Many of them were. 

Question. Were they crowded on the cars? 

Answer. They were crowded, but not uncomfortably crowded. 

Question. Were they without food or nourishment? 

Answer. Several of them informed me that they wore without provisions. 

Question. Where were they going ? 

Answer. They did not know. I endeavored to ascertain that fact, but no one could 
tell me. 

Question. Was there no surgeon, officer, nurse, or attendant with 
them? 

Answer, They so stated to me j the wounded men so stated. 

Question. Do you know by whose order they were placed ui)on the 
train ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know why they were detained or by whose order? 

Answer, I was informed by the w'ounded men that the conductor refused to go any 
farther that night. 

Question. Did you inquire of the conductor why he did not go on? 

Answer. I did not. I went to look for him but could not find him. 

The testimony for the prosecution closed. 

TESTIMONY FOB THE DEFENSE. 

Maj. Gen. SxEBLiNa Price called. 

By Defendant : 

Question. If Corinth had been carried do you think the iiresent base 
of operations of the enemy would be theirs or ours? ♦ 

Answer. I do not entertain a doubt but that it would have been ours. 

Question. Would the fall of Corinth have tended to the result of 
freeing West Tennessee from the occupation of the enemy? 

Answer. I think it would for the time being. 

Question. that General Bragg, with a force inferior to the 

enemy in his irout, should be compelled to fall back into Tennessee, 
the west part of wliich being then in the occupation of the enemy, 
'nrrifn n o-Avrisnu at N'ashvillc ( Small), lu Middlc Tennessee, if Corinth 



Ohap. XXIX.] 


COEINTH. 


441 


liad been carried do you think the situation of affairs would have 
enabled the armies of General Bragg and this to have united or co- 
operated in such a way as to have held the State of Tennessee at least 
lor several months 

Answer. I think it more than likely that it would have enabled ns to have held 
Tennessee. 

Question. Pointing to the present base of operations of the enemy, 
with the Mississippi Eiver to Memphis, the Tennessee Eiver to Flor- 
ence, the railroad to Corinth, the railroad to Grand Junction, and the 
railroad from Memphis to Corinth and Florence, and the advantage of 
such a base to them, do you think the advantages that would have been 
given to our cause by the taking of Corinth warranted more than the 
usual hazard of battle ^ 

Answer. Yes ; I think it warranted more than the usual hazard of battle, yet I was 
of the opinion that the hazard would have been much less to have delayed the attack 
a few days and to have received the re-enforcements which I supposed to be then on 
their way from Jackson. 

Question. Was there when we formed our junction at Eipley any 
certainty as to when the returned prisoners would be ready to take the 
held ^ I allude to those then being fitted out at Jackson. 

Answer. I do not know that there was any certainty as to the precise time they 
would reach us, hut I understood from General Van Dorn that he ordered that the 
troops should bo forwarded as rapidly as they could be organized into regiments, and 
I know that arms had been furnished them, hence I could not see any good reason for 
much delay. 

Question. What number of returned prisoners did this army receive 
and when were they received and when were they ready for the field ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly ; I think between 7,000 and 8,000. I know that I 
had furnished over H,000 arms for them myself, or that my ordnance officer so reported 
to mo. I think it was the impression of General Van Dorn at the time that with 
’WaiiV'i Lcgioii; together with the returned prisoners, he would receive between 12,000 
and 15,000. 1 do not know, but I think the army found them at Holly Springs on our 
reuirn from Corinth. I do not know when they were organized, but in an emergency 
I should have considered them ready for the field when they got guns in their hands. 
I presume they were organized into regiments before they got to Holly Springs. I 
do not know what were their means of transportation. 

Question. In favoring the policy of delay for a time before making 
the attack on Corinth did you .suppose the enemy would be less re eu- 
forced or strengthened in the interval than we 1 

Answer. I was of that opinion. 

Question. Bid you hear from any source that the enemy were 
strengthening their works or that they were getting accessions to their 
ranks 

Answer. I learned from scouts that they had been a short time previous strengthen- 
ing their works, and that they had been sending off their old and drilled ti-oops and 
receiving new levies in their stead. The receiving of new troops and sending off the 
old ones I did not believe after my march upon luka, but that the scouts bad been 
deceived by the frequent movements of their troops from point to point in the vicinity 
of Corinth. 

Question. When you heard of the doubtful position of Bragg in 
Kentucky, or rather the uncertainty of his being able to hold Ken- 
tucky on account of the great numbers of the enemy in his front, were 
you impressed with the importance of this army doing something imme- 
diately- to aid him? 

Answer. I thought it important that wo should, as soon as we could with safety to 
our army, move forward thi'ough West Tenuessec and re-enforce General Bragg and 
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that we should be watchful that the enemy were not re-enforced by the command of 
Rosecrans. 

Question. Was the attack on Corinth a subject of coiTcspondence 
between yourself and General Van Dorn before you met at Ripley ? If 
so, how long before 

Answer. It was a subject of correspondence between us some several u eolcs bolbre 
our junction at Ripley. I do not recollect the precise length of time. 

Question. Was the army, as far as you saw them^ in fine spirits ou 
the evening of October 3 at Corinth 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. If Corinth had been carried and in consequence West Ten- 
nessee freed would not the efforts of the enemy to dislodge oiu* aruiy 
have prolonged the contest until late in the season, when military 
movements are difficult 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. Do you know of any indisposition among the officers of 
your corps to attack Corinth ? 

Answer. None had expressed themselves opposed to it to me. 

Question. Do you know of any neglect on the part of General Van 
Dorii to perform the duties devolving upon him as commander of the 
army in the expedition to Corinth and on the retreat ? 

Answer. I do not. I think he displayed groat energy and activiliy. 

Question. Do you know whether or not General Bragg had be(Mi de- 
ceived as to the strength of the enemy in West Tennessee or that lie 
had calculated upon this army joining him in Kentucky or of (*-o-ope, rat- 
ing with him from West Tennessee*? 

Answer, Judging from his telegraphic dispatches and lette*.rs which I have received 
from him he uii!''i been greatly deceived as regards the strength of the (‘noiuy 
in North Ari^si«.sipjii and West Tennessee, and that he expected a movement of inV 
troops earlier Ilian iny movement on luka. One nf h’- ' b «''-])atchcH stated 

that Rosecrans had arrived at Nashville with a lai--* i •«. ••• •». - i I'ces and was in 
a council of war only a few evenings prior to his no !:« o " aii<l that dis- 
patch I received at Juka about the time I was lighuiiig i{os(‘crans and tiie whole of 
his army, I think not less than 28,000 strong. 

Question. Did the troops under your command carry tiie interior 
works of Corinth on the morning of the 4th and enter the town of 
Corinth ^ 

Answer. They lUd. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, for the defense. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Were yon chief of staff of General Van Dorn during tlie 
whole time that the Army of the West, under his command, was at 
Corinth, before its evacuation by General Bc.in’'rgnnl ? If so, will you 
state your opinion as to General Van Dorn'" Kimw l.-.ig,, of the country 
around Corinth hinogi,i!,M*,My\ ? 

Answer. I was chief of his staff during the whole of that time, and General Van Dorn 
was ■■■ -h d f'" the time he first came to Corinth in April until ho loft it about 
June I . .. :r .i •'» . in making hi mselfm ■ 1r*l. by personal reconnaissance and by 
maps and by interrogating guides and -i : . !m people who lived in the vicinity, 

with all of the surroundings of Corinth bearing upon its military defense or attack 
and . My beliet is and was that he was as well informed about the topog- 

raphy of Corintn and its vicinity as any other one officer who was there. I fretiueutly 
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sa w him making maps and accompanied him in reconnaissances. He made many re- 
connaissances upon which my other duties did not permit me to accompany him. 

Question. Did the troops of your command carry the interior works 
of Oorintli and enter the town of Corinth on October 4 last? 

Answer. General Moore took his brigade right into the main part of the town of 
Corinth, capturing a battery of light artillery near where he crossed the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad, taking possession of the Tishomingo Hotel and the buildings about the 
railroad depot, and a part of his brigade, including the Second Texas Regiment, led 
by Colonel Rogers, entered the innermost works of Corinth, in which Colonel Rogers 
and many other olheers of the division were left killed or wounded. Phifer’s and 
Cabell’s brigades entered the town farther to the left than Moore’s did and passed into 
the innermost works of Corinth, capturing them and driving the enemy from their 
^ guns. Many of the officers were left dead and wounded in these works. Colonels 
Johnson and Daly, of Arkansas, were among them. 

Question. You have known General Yan Dorn, you have said, since 
the army was in the city of Monterey, in Mexico, in 1846. Do yon know 
or have you ever heard of anything in the character of General Yan 
Dorn to warrant the supposition or belief that he would be cruel or in- 
human in his treatment to the soldiers under his command? 

Answer. On the contrary, I do not believe from all I have heard of General Van 
Dorn or know of him that he could he capable of cruelty or inhumanity or intentional 
injustice to any one. 

Maj. Edward Dillon, chief commissary of the Army of West Ten- 
nessee, commanded by General Yan Dorn, was duly sworn. 

By Defendant : 

Question. What supplies were carried by the troops from Davis’ Mill, 
near Grand Junction, when they marched to Bipley m route to Corinth? 

Answer. Fifteen days’ supplies were taken ffiom Davis’ Mill. 

Question. What dispositions were made atEipley to supply the army 
with rations after the fifteen days’ rations should be exhausted? 

Answer. Ou September 28, 1 think the day before we left Ripley, General Van Dom 
directed me to order 400,000 rations of breadstuffe and salt and 92,000 rations of salt 
meat to be forwarded from Holly Springs immediately, there being already a sufficient 
quantity, say 1,000 head of beef cattle, within reach of the army. On the morning 
that wo left Ripley a number of wagons (I think 74 or 75) were sent to Holly Springs 
to transport these rations, provided the commissary at Holly Springs did not send them 
f by hired wagons, which he was directed to do when he received the order to forward 

these rations, and those other wagons were sent in order to prevent the possibility of 
failure. 

Question. Can you state when the rations of the two corps of the 
army should have been exhausted ? 

Answer. The rations of General Lovell’s army corps should have been exhausted on 
t October 9 ; those of General Price’s army corps on October 3 or 4-— the 4th I think— ex- 

clusive of the rations that had been sent for. 

I Question. When the time arrived was the army resupplied with ra- 

. tions ; and, if so, to what period? 

Answer. When the army arrived at Tnscumbia Bridge on its retreat &om Corinth 
, some of the brigades of General Price’s army corps drew from a train which we met 

there for two days’ rations. On October 7 and 8 three days’ rations of breadstuffe 
and of salt and beef were issued to the whole army except General Bowen’s command, 
which was already rationed to include the 9th. He did not call for any. The rations 
were there. He could have had them if he needed them. This was at Ripley. 

I Question. If Corinth had been carried how long would it have taken 

to bring np rations from the depot on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad? 

j “ Answer. About three days. 
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Question. AVould the rations from Holly Springs have arrived in time 
to supply the iirmy at Corinth until the rations from the depot could be 
brought up 

An^er Yes, I think they ^vonld. I think that the trains we met at Ripley on the 
8th would have been in Corinth on October 5 or 6 had they not been turned back, 
through fear of the enemy, then advancing toward Davis’ Bridge. 

Question. Will you state what orders were given to supply the army 
with subsistence upon its arrival at Holly Springs after the repulse at 
Corinth 1 

Answer. While at Ripley, on our return from Corinth, the commissary at Jackson 
was directed to send 100,000 rations lo Oxford and 100,000 to Holly Springs. A por- 
tion of the latter w'ere at Holly Springs when tho army arrived there and 50,000 
rations were at Oxford several days before tho army arrived at Holly Springs, but did 
not reach Holly Springs for several days in consequence of want of railroad trans- 
portation. 

Question. Do you know why these arrangements in regard to bread- 
stuhs failed for a few days ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any failure ; that is, I think the army was sup- 
plied with rations after arriving at Holly Springs, and from September 24 to October 
15 nearly 100,000 rations more were issued by mo than they were entitled to for this 
time 5 I mean transferred in. bulk to brigade commissaries. 

Question, Can you exhibit returns to show this ? 

Answer. I can exhibit returns and receipts of brigade commissaries. 

Question. Upon your arrival at Holly Springs what arrangt'iuents 
were made in the neighborhood for supplying the army wiili brt^ad- 
stuii’s and were those arrangements made by my orders? 

Answer. I was directed by General Van Dorn to employ^ every mill in the neighbor- 
hood and make every exertion to jirocui'e lifteen days’ rations for the army .i-) tpiickly 

1 ibb . For a few days I was only able to got enough to supply the d.iii.\ < on- 
.s iMipiioii in’ the army and in the course of a week or ten days to got thr(‘e or four 
days in advance, but the milling capacity in that neighborhood \vaH insuUicient to 
do more than this. 

Question. Did General Yan Dorn, upon his return to Holly Springs, 
use all his authority in attempting to get up from the depots below 
rations for the troops of his command ! 

Answer. He did, and did supply the daily consumption of tho army, but arrange- 
ments to accumulate a stock wore broken into by General Pemberton, who took com- 
mand in the mean while and made his own arrangement s, which wen^ sutlicient. 

Question. Did you attemiit to make a reconnaissance of the euemy^s 
l)osition at Corinth on the night of October 3 last by my orders? If 
so, how far did you go iiiiii* \ou met with the enemy’s iine of sharp- 
shooters ? 

Answer. I did. I went within 40 or 50 yards of the enemy’s .-liuri*'‘liooh r.'.. near 
enough to sec three of them distinctly. These men were about I0(i \sinN in iront of 
General Moore’s pickets and near enough to Corinth for me to hear distinctly com- 
mands given by the enemy in the town and to hear the rattling of wagons, the sound 
of axes, and the hum of voices about the town. 

Question. Do you know whether or not General Van Dorn was ac- 
quainted with the country in the vicinity of Ooiinth ? 

Answer. Yes ; 1 believe he was verjr familiar with it. The spot on which he slept 
on Friday night, October 3, was within 50 yards of where he had his headquarters 
when he went to Corinth last spring with the Army of the 'West, and I have ridden 
with him on several occasions to reconnoitor that country. 

The court adjourned at 4.30 p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. on the 20th 
instant. 
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Thttesbay, ISfo'Vemler 20, 1862. 

Tlie court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Preset: Maj. Gens. Sterling Price and D. H. Maury, Provisional 
Army Confederate States; Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, Provisional 
Array Confederate States; Capt. E. H. Cummins, recorder, and Maj. 
Gen. Earl Van Dorn. , ? j 

The reading of the proceedings was waived by the court. 

Lieut. Thomas P. Tobin, of Hoxton’s battery, was duly sworn. 

By Debendakt : 

Question. Were you engaged in the battle of Corinth ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. If so, in what capacity and in what division and corps ? 

Answer. I was commanding a battery in the artillery reserve of General Maury’s 
division, commanded by Major Burnet, in General Price’s corps. 

Question. Were you taken prisoner by the enemy? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. If so, state on what day and hour. 

Answer. On Saturday, October 4, about 4 o’clock in tbe morning. 

Question. Where were you taken? 

Answer. On the road that leads between Forts Williams and Robinett. 

Question. Where were you ordered to report ? 

Answer. I was ordered by General Stanley to report at some landing on tbe Ten- 
nessee River ; I think it was Hamburg Landing. 

Question. By whom ? 

Answer. General Stanley. 

Question. To whom? 

Answer. To General Rosecrans, at sunset that evening. 

Question. How far from Corinth was the point at which you were 
taken prisoner ? 

Answer. Not over three-fourths of a mile from the depot. 

Question. Under what circumstances were you taken? 

Answer. I was ordered by Major Burnet to follow him on the straight road, which 
I did. As I came across our line of iufantry to the crest of the hill I halted my bat- 
tery and with my bugler advanced about 30 yards, when I was taken by a company, 
I suppose, of sharpshooters, which were in advance of the enemy’s line, as well as I 
could judge. 

Question. After you were taken prisoner, state, if you know, if any 
portion of our army carried the interior works around Corinth. 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. What troops, if you knew them ? 

Answer. General Maury’s division (nearly all of it, I think) and the First Brigade 
of General Green’s division, commanded by Colonel Gates, carried everything before 
them. 

Question. State whether they entered the town. 

Answer. They came into Corinth, driving the enemy across the high bridge over 
the Memphis aud Charleston Railroad and beyond General Polk’s old headquarters, 
which was outside of the town. The artillery of the enemy went out as far as Gen- 
eral Price’s old headquarters. 
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Questiou. State how far into it they penetrated. 

Answer. Onr troopij penetrated to the Corinth House and the Tishomingo House 
and to the square in front ol General Bragg’s oJ<l Jicadtpiarters and into the yard of 
General Rosecrans’ headquarters. 

Question. State, if you know and give the source of your knowl- 
edge, when the enemy were first apprised of the iiict that our army was 
moving on Corinth. 

Answer. I know nothing of my own knowledge; only from hearsay. 

Question. State any fact in your knowledge tending to show that the 
enemy anticipated a defeat on the morning of the 4th. 

Answer. I judge that they expected a defeat from their having sent, all ilioii wagons 
to the rear, some of which did not get hack until Wednesday. They had no Ordnance 
whatever except what they had in the limhers and caissons of tlunr pieces, so 1 was 
told, and from this fact I was ordered to leport at the Tcniusssee River. 

Question. What was the force of the enemy, as near as you could 
judge, at Corinth on the morning of the 4th, while you wcm’c ii ])risoner 
there ? 

Answer. As near as I could judge, not over 20,000 ukmi. 

Question. Do you know whether the enemy had been working on or 
putting up any new fortifications just previous to the attack on Corintlil 

Answer. Yes, they had, for Forts Williams and Robinctt were not compleiii^ 

By Reooedee : 

Question. Was it witlim or beyond the abatis you were taken? 

Answer. On the edge of the abatis. 

Dr. Montrose A. Fallen, medical director of the Army of West 
Tennessee, commanded by Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, duly sworn. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Were you medical director of the Army of West Tennessee 
at the battle of Corinth ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Were you near the pei\son of General Van Dorn during 
the operations against Corinth 

Answer. I was near. 

Question. If so, state if General Van Dorn showed by his directions 
and orders in regard to the wounded any disregard of their comforts 
and negligence of their safety and welfare. 

Answer. General Van Dorn always manifested the greatest desire i,o promote the 
safety and welfare of our wounded, and gave mo all the necessary orch^rs to promote 
their welfare and all facilities to give them all the comfori.s ])ractical>le. His orders 
were that the wounded and sick be cared for, and instructc'd me to all the appli- 
ances within my power. 

Question. Were you left at or near Hatchie Bridge by order of Gen- 
eral Van Dorn when the army retreated from Corinth to look after the 
comfort and welfare of our wounded left there? 

Answer. I was, with instructions to use every endeavor in my ])ower t.o have these 
men well cared for, and other surgeons had been (lotailed to remain and assist, who 
did so, and the wounded men received every pro})er and ])ossihlo attention. 

Question. What orders had you in rpcrpird to ^ending wounded from 
Holly Springs to hospitals below on the vjib^idd^? 

Answer. The OT’ders were to move tho wound od and rio> jiq rn.nidlv j^nd oonifnrtn- 
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bly as possible to Holly Springs; thence to the various hospitals in the rear on the 
railroad, and to obtain from Colonel Orr, commanding at Holly Springs, such facili- 
ties as the town afforded, consisting of bedding, mattresses, subsistence, stimulants, 
and to obtain medical attendance and nurses, to be sent to such hospitals as I might 
select. 


. Maj. M. M. Kikmel, assistant adjutant-general Army of West Ten- 
nessee, commanded by Major-General Yan Dorn, duly sworn. 

By Defendant: 

Question. Are you chief of staff at General Yan Dorn’s headquarters! 
If so, do you know whether or not the attack on Corinth was a subject 
that had engaged the consideration of General Yan Dorn before he left 
Jackson, Miss.! 

Answer. I am the senior assistant adjutant-general on General Van Dorn’s staff. I 
know that the attack on Corinth was a subject thought about and spoken of by Gen- 
eral Van Dorn frequently as long ago as August last, particularly after receiving coui- 
munications from Generals Bragg and Price upon this subject. The letter from Gen- 
eral Bragg which first intimated that he (General Van Dom) was to go into the field 
was received in August. 

Question. Do you know whether or not General Yan Dorii had fur- 
nished himself with maps of the approaches to Corinth before the attack 
was made ! 

Answer. Yes ; I knew that he had maps and that the maps were frequently examined 
by him in my presence. 

Question. Do you know whether or not General Yan Dorn knew any- 
thing of the defenses of Corinth before the attack ? . 

Answer. Besides the knowledge acquired last spring by General Van Dom of the 
works on the northwest side of the town, I know that reports were made by individ- 
uals of the works on the south side of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad and in 
front of our right when we attacked. 

Question. Do you know whether or not General Yan Dorn had made 
himself acquainted with the roads from Tuscumbia Bridge or Ghewalla 
to Holly Springs via Eipley and Hickory Flat; also by Bone Yard and 
Rienzi! 

Answer. I think so, most thoroughly, as well as they could be known without 
going over the ground himself. 

Question. If so, were orders given by him to General Lovell to move 
his division from Eipley to Hickory Flat via Orizaba ! 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Was the corps of General Price directed by him to take 
the direct road to the same point ! 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Were there other roads on which Adams’ cavalry were 
ordered to move ! 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Were you continuously near the person of General Yan 
Dorn from the time the army left Eipley until it returned to Holly 
Springs ! 

Answer. I was continually near the person of General Van Dorn during the whole 
time. 

Question. Do you know wliether or not any order was given by Gen- 
eral Van Dorn to any portion of the army to countermarch, which order 
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was the result of the ignorance of the roads and neglect of giving timely 
orders ? 

Answer. No sueli order was given. 

Question. Were you absent from General Van Dorn any length of 
time from the time the army left Davis^ Mill until it reached Oorinth 
and from Corinth to Holly Springs; if not, do you know whether or 
not General Van Dorn was at any time intoxicated ? 

Answer. I was not absent from General Van Dorn any length of time exce])t once, 
and that was about three hours, and I did not know of his talcing a drink ol Ihiuor 
but once during the whole time, and that he was in no manner under the inuu(’>nco 
of liquor. 

Col. J. T. Wabd, voliiuteer aide to General Van Dorn’s staff, duly 
sworn. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Please state to the court how long you have known Gen- 
eral Van Dorn and under what circumstances and at what i)laces you 
have been with him. 

Answer. I have known General Van Dorn since January, 1857. He was command- 
ing officer of the military posts in Texas and in Indian Territory ; 1 was sutler. 1 
was also with him in an expedition north of Red River. He had a light nt the 
Wichita Village with the Indians. I saw General Van L)oni daily (Vom 1857 to IHOl ; 
since then, from April, 1861, to July, 1861 ; from August, 1862, until the ]>n‘, sent time. 

Question. Will you please state whether or tiot General Van Doru 
was addicted to "drinking, or if he was or was ever considered a 
drunkard during that time ! 

Answer. No, he never was. From July, 1857, to December, 1860, 1 never saw (ieii- 
oral Van Dom take a drink, not even a drink of wine. Since that time 1 havi^ s<Hm 
him take one or two drinks, hut never saw him drunk or never knew of his being 
drunk. 

Question. Did you move with the army on Oorintli ? 

Answer. I moved with the army on Corinth. 

Question. Were you frequently in the presence of General Van Doru 
on that expedition 

Answer. I was with General Van Dorn all the time of his move on Corinth. 

Question. Did you see him on the battle-field of Corinth ? 

Answer. I was with him on the battle-field, except when absent carrying orders. 

Question. If so, state whether he was intoxicated or in any <le.gr(^o 
under the influence of liquor. 

Answer. I laiow that he was not drunk nor under the inflnonce ofliiinor, either on 
the move to Corinth or on the hattle-fiold or on the retreat from Corinth. 

James P. Major, lieutenant-colonel of artillery, acting (iliu^.f of 
artillery on General Van Dorifs stafi*, sworn. 

By Defendant : 

Question. State how long you have known General Van Doru and 
under what circumstances and at what places you have bc(m with him. 

Answer. 1 have known him since the i’lg ef I -."iT. I have known him intimaielv 

and served with him in tlie old U. S. Ai-ny in 'e '-ame regiment, and on 
duty was immediately connected with him for over a year as his adjutiuit. At. the 
breaking out of this war I was again assigned to his command iuTiixas anil was witli 
liim about thi'ee months, during which time i ■■ the Federal Ibroes in 'r(‘.xus 
and on the coast of Texas. After the battle I [ again caiiic under his com- 
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mand and have “beea doiiiieeffe^d with him eversiriefe. Have^ known iiini intimatelv 
from 1«57 to 1661. I knew Him on the frontier of Texas and in the Indian conntiw ^ 
since that time in various liOHions of the Confederacy,* principally in the valley of 
the Mississippi and Western Texas. " / ^ 


Question. Was General Yan Dorn addicted to drinking % Was be ot 
was he considered a drunkard during this time % 


Answer. He was not addicted to drinking. On the contrary he was one of the 
most temperate men I ever saw. In my whole intercourse with him in Texas I never 
saw him take a drink at all, and I have been with him in such places, at such times* 
and under such circumstances that if ever a man would take f. drink that would 
about the time. 

Question. Did you move with the army on Corinth ? Were ‘vou fre- 
fquently in the presence of General Yan Dorn on that expedition^ 

Answer. I did move with the army and was frequently in his presence. 

battle-field of Corinth f 

Answer. I did. 

‘Questioib W.as he*‘f2rt?^^^t^d or in any degree under the infiuence 
Gifi[ liquor I 

itoswer. H-e was 

Bdg. Gen. Lloyd Tilg-hman, commanding First Divisi&iyqf Gen- 
eral Lovell’s army corps, was duly sworn. 

By Defendant : 

Question. Can you state with any accuracy the period at which the 
returned prisoners were exchanged, their number, and when received in 
our army, also your means of knowledge % 



Answer. As the officer placed in command hy the Secretary of War of exchanged 
prisoners, and intrusted with the of all such as were to arrive at Vicks- 
burg, more especially those • ..p- I o:: - Henry, Donelsou, Madrid Bend, and 

Island No. 10, I proceeded to organize the^same at Jackson on their arrival there early 
in September. There were reported to have arrived at Vicksburg by Commissioner 
Watts over 15,000, about 3,000 of whom were immediately sent to General Bragg and 
the Army of Western Virginia. A number were discharged on surgeons^ certificates, 
and about 8,000, aggregate, o’-zni-'f-d "'“to regiments, battalions, and companies, in 
accordance with special ■■I'l »—!..i(»'**‘ ••si General Bragg. About September 22 I was 
authorized to announce as finally 2,000. On October 7 I was au- 
thorized to announce the exchange « ‘ » up to that date at Vicksburg or 

registered for exchange at Vicksburg as final and complete. A part of the 2,000 ex- 
ichanged on September 22 were sent to near Ponchatoula by order of General Van 

Dorn. About one regiment, about , was also sent to Port Hudson. Though I 

'was urged frequently by Generals Van Dorn and Price to send forward the troops al- 
Jlotted to their several commands on the plea of the urgency of the case, I was forbid- 
<den to do so by my orders until the exchange was ratified. ' So soon as the announce- 
rment was made of the ratification of the exchange no time was lost night or day in 
♦equipping and sending forward as fast as railroad transportation could be obtained 
•every available man of the exchanged prisoners, together with two field batteries 
ifrom Vicksburg, assigned to this command. The last of the troops referred to did 
mot neach Holly Springs until about October 14. The whole number of troops sent 
to Tr^^'lly Spri-'g^ was about 7,800 aggregate, well equipped in every resiject, save 
'io’i, vbich they were entirely without. 


^Question. Waiting for the wagons and teams intended for this com- 
mand on the way up from Jackson, and to purchase in the vicinity 
enough transportation for this command, when could it have been put 
in the field ? 


Answer. With every effort of Major Mims and other quartermasters, including my 
own division quartermaster — by sending agents far and wide to procure wagons, 
mules, and horses, leaving nothing undone that active and intelligent agents could 
perform— I have not now hall* the amount of transportation deemed necessary, with 
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the list of all x>r-v r baggage and equipage, Ui Mipply tbr -^ aiits ot* tlint 

portion oi the :■ .. .• under my command {"w hie li rnil'-..« « " about liv<i- 

seventnfi of all sent to Holly Springs), in any movement independent of the aid of 
railroad transportation. 

The court adjourned to meet Friday, Ijrovember 21 . 


Friday, November 21, 18G2. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Maj. Gens. Sterling Price and D. H. Maury, Provisioiuil 
Army Confederave States 5 Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilgiimni;. Provisional 
Army Confederate States; Capt. E. H. Cummins, Provisional Army 
Confederate States, recorder, and Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, Provis- 
ional Army Confederate States. 


Brig. Gen. M. E. Green appeared before the court o’nered ilic 
following explanation, which was accepted : - 
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heen'in ti. the 4th advance over the ground which had 

d.ivisi<«r?^*i?^ '*• ■Hio 3d. General Phifer’s brigade of Maury’s 

e:^nded to the lett over my position of Friday evening and I had 
the leftand nearertothe railroad. ThepositionI occupied on 
ihursday morning was not m sight when I rode forward on Friday evening. 


Dr, J. W, 0. Smith, surgeon, Provisional Army Confederate States, 
was duly sworn. ’ 

By Defendant : 

, Question. Were you surgeon of the post at Holly Springs when the 
armj leturned to that place from Corinth on October 9 and 10 last "I li' 
so, do you know anything in regard to the conveyance of the wounded 
on tile cars to hospitals below? 

Answer. I was. I did superintend shipping most, if not all of them. 

Question, ^^you state whether or not the wounded were nroix'i lv 
provided ; whether an officer and attendant were sent with them ? 

matfresses.^ On every oc^;" , ^ 

sent with the men and I sent also a sufScient number . "'th,»u 

that left Holly I "1 s ,1 . i ‘.....V..' ' the first lour or hvo trains 

l'.-•':l'^,;I-below.I. I i’,' . ‘ '"‘“v These men wore delivered to 

i!u r..u->. ■ baefcto me that they had discharged 

• Question. Do yon know whether or not the cars with the wounded 
stopped all night at Water VaHey ; and, if so, ^tley sSpped ? 

tJie men, as they did S relish eoft x ^ preparmg warm rations i’or 

is now at Canton. I Stok^rothlr trim wis ^® 

at night by any medical officer Mr ^5. stopped there 

mothlat thLeg^ulTfreSht trSnlett 

on board the train woullleo directlv V I-' 'J.'" ^bero were wounded 

inquiries. I would not have Slowed ^am^ihat*lL,db^f•f ^ 

maiued at Water Vifiley aU night if F h^ too^*i^^ ^ ^ ® ^ ^■®- 
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Question. Do you know if all proper arrangements were made to have 
the wounded sent to hospitals as comfortable as possible? 

Answei. I did everything and I believe that everything was done that could have 
been done. General Van Dorn told me to call ux)on him for everything I needed and 
afforded me every assistance inhis power, in addition to which he telegrai)hed to Gen- 
eral Ruggles to make preparation for them in his district, in case they could not be 
taken care of nearer on this side of it. 

Question. Do you know of any neglect on the part of General Yan 
Dorn to have the wounded projierly attended to or of any report ever 
having been made to him that they had not been ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. If cars with wounded men improperly stopped at Water 
Yalley could it have been prevented by General Yan Dorn ? 

Answer. I think not, because the superintendent of the railroad claims to be gov- 
erned by General Lee’s orders prohibiting military interference with the management 
of the railroads in regard to running the road, and so expressed himself to me on sev- 
eral occasions — once when I endeavored to get him to bring a load of sick over as far 
as Oxford off schedule time. 

Question. What has been General Yan Dorn’s usual attention to the 
sick and wounded in this department ? 

Answer. His attention has been prompt and kind, so far as I know ; more so than 
any other military officer under whom I have ever served. 

By Eeoorder : 

Question. Were any of the wounded men sent off to the hospitals be- 
low with their wounds undressed ? 

• • 

Answer. I suppose there were. We had not a sufficient number of medical officers 
to attend to the whole of them. We attended to most of them and as fast as we could. 

Question. Were they improperly crowded or herded in the cars ? 

Answer. Not that I knoVv of. We had to put them pretty close, but not so as to be 
injurious in any way that I know of. I think it not unlikely that at every station 
below the stragglers crowded in, and by the time they got some distance below they 
may have been pretty well crowded. There are a great many stragglers besieging 
every railroad depot. 

The following order was received by the court : 

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. Miss, and East Louisiana, 

NTo. 32. ) JacJcson, Miss.^ November 18, 1862. 

mm m m m m m 

lY. The court of inquiry now sitting at Abbeville, Miss., in the case 
of Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dorn, Provisional Army Confederate States, will, 
in addition to their present duties, express an opinion upon the facts 
a.s elicited, and will further investigate any charge of drunkenness- 
against that officer. 

# # m m m m m 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

J. 1?. WADDY, 
Amstant Adjutant- OeneraL 

Major-General Price. 

(Through Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dom.) 

The court adjourned at 2 p. m. to meet again on Saturday morning', 
ITovember 22. 
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Saturday, November 22, 18G2 — 9 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to ji 1J( iu ii. .■ ..i. 

Present: Maj. Geiis. Sterling Price and B. H. Maury; Brig. Gen. 
Lloyd Tilghinan; Capt. E. H. Cummins, recorder, and Maj. Gen. Earl 
Yan Born. 

Major-General Yan Dorn submitted tlie address herewith forwarded: 

Gentlemen of the Court : Skipped of all technicalities the accu- 
sations against me are : 

First. That I ought not to have attacked Corinth at all. 

Second. That I made the attack without consideration or forethought, 
on a plan crude and n!hlig«*'*U*<l. 

Third. That military blunders were committed by me in the manage- 
ment of the fight on the first day (Friday), and that I failed to make 
proper disposition during the night of Friday, by which the battle was 
lost. 

Fourth. That I moved my army on Corinth with deficient subsistence 
su])plies, relying on capturing what was needed from the enemy. 

Fifth. That I was cruel and inhuman to the officers and men of my 
command by ordering senseless circuitous marches and countermarches 
and by - .r them to starvation. 

Sixth. That 1 was negligent of my wounded, and by my neglect sub- 
jected them to incredible and unnecessary sufitering. 

If these accusations are well founded they must deeply touch my 
character as a soldier and a man. If they be true I am neither -fit for 
society nor command. If they are established b^^ the evidence before 
you I ought to be stripped of every badge of military authority or 
honor my country ever conferred upon me — which I have worn with the 
thrill of gratitude love of country inspired — and banished out of the 
circle of a civilized and Christian community. Upon issues so big with 
importance to all that I hold dear I trust the court will not regard some 
comment on my part either untimely or improper. 

First. Was it wrong to attack Corinth at all % This question cannot 
be determined without a careful consideration of the situation, the ac- 
cepted word to signify the relative position and forces of the enemy 
and of our own. At the time I determined to move on Corinth the 
enemy held the city of Memphis, fortified by works and w ithin the pro- 
tection of gunboats ; Bolivnr. ^strongly fortified on both banks of the 
Hatchie Eiver; Jackson, loriiliiNl, i\iu\ Corinth, strengthened by more 
elaborate works and defenses than existed at either of tlie positions 
mentioned. The forces of the enemy distributed at these points ap- 
proximately amounted in the aggregate to 42,000, as follows: At Mem- 
phis, 6,000; at Bolivar, 8,000; at Jackson, 3,000 ; at Corinth, 15,000; 
at the outposts (Burnsville, Rienzi, Jacinto, luka, and Bethel), 8,000 ; 
at important bridges and on garrison duty, 2,000 or 3,000. Western 
Tennessee was occupied by the enemy, with railroad connections to 
Columbus, Ky., and the Mississippi Kiver from Helena to Cairo, and 
they held Nashville, garrisoned by a small force, in Middle Tennessee. 

At Helena (also fortified) the Federal force amounted to thousand, 

with the facility of river transportation. The new levies, und(u the 
call for 600,000 additional troops, had long been made and were rapidly 
being organized, while many thousands of them had already taken the 
field. 

The main body of our army, which evacuated Corinth, was in Ken- 
tucky under General Bragg before greatly superior forces of the enemy, 
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with at least no certainty of maintaining its position. Eastern Tennes- 
see was free from Federal dominion. General Price, with a force of 

thousand, occupied the lines of the Ohio and Mobile Eailroad 

at Baldwyn, while my command at Vicksburg and Port Hudson and 
at Abbeville was guarding the Mississipin Eiver and the lines of the 
Mississippi Central Eailroad, leading to the capital of the State. The 
successful defense of Vicksburg against a naval force, however formid- 
able, has shown that a combined land and naval attack was necessary 
to the reduction of the place, and the enemy was exerting extraordinary 
energy to be prepared for such result. To prevent it the expulsion of 
the enemy from Western Tennessee became a military necessity. More 
than this, in view of the immense iireparations being made by the Fed- 
eral Government to overwhelm us in the spring or during the autumn, 
should the stage of the waters and the season be propitious, it was an 
obvious defensive policy to push the enemy across the Ohio Eiver, 
occupy Columbus, resume the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Eiver by 
the occupation of Columbus, and, instructed by the light of past events, 
fortify permanently the Cumberland and Tennessee Eivers. This policy 
carried our army under General Bragg to Kentucky. If General Bragg 
should succeed and maintain himself it was clear that the columns of my 
command, united with that of General Price, should drive the enemy out 
of Tennessee to accomplish the general design. If, on the contrary, he 
should be compelled to fall back, it was equally manifest that an effoi't 
should be made to aid him by crippling the Federal forces in Tennessee 
and placing ourselves in a position to secure a junction or co-operation 
with' his retreating army. 

I ask how could these objects be accomplished while the enemy occu- 
pied Corinth ? In the judgment of military men, it is the key to the 
whole position. Its strategic importance has been recognized by the 
enemy as well as by ourselves. 1 could have taken Memphis, but I 
could not have held it against the naval force of the enemy in front 
and his land forces in my rear and on both flanks. NTo imi)ortant 
military result would have attended the caiiture, and its total destruc- 
tion by the enemy would have probably followed the attempt. The 
line of fortifications around Bolivar is intersected by the Hatchie Eiver, 
rendering it impossible to take the i>la.ce by quick assault, and re-en- 
forcements could be thrown in from Jackson by railroad ; besides, situ- 
ated as it is in the re-entrant angle of three fortified places, an advance 
upon it w’ould expose both my flanks and rear to an attack from the 
forces at Corinth and Memphis. While Corinth was the strongest it 
was the most salient point, and its capture was a condition precedent 
to the accomplishment of anything of importance in West Tennessee. 
The able and acute general who commanded at Corinth well under- 
stood the consequences wdiich would have resulted from its fall. In 
his official order he says that the stake for which he fought at Corinth 
was the fate of West Tennessee, and more remotely the fate of Fed- 
eral arms in the valley of the Mississippi.” See this published order 
and report of General Eosecrans. A general no less distinguished gave 
me the concurrence of his judgment in support of my Own upon the 
vital necessity of reducing Corinth. Major-General Price, before the 
junction of our forces at Eipley in September, wrote me that he was 
ready to co-operate with me in an attack upon Corinth ; and here as a 
witness, in clear and emphatic words and in many forms of expression, 
he has confirmed the })ropriety of the step he was willing to take. He 
testifies that so great was the importance of Corinth to us that it “ war- 
j?ante(l more than the mml hazard of belittle” to win it, He testifies 
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that “had we taken Corinth the present base of opera- 

tions of the enemy — Memphis, Jackson, i*;>li\ar^ La Grange, Grand 
Junction, and Corinth— would now be ours, not theirs.” He adds, “ I 
do not entertain a doubt of it.” He testifies that he has “not a doubt 
that if we had taken Corinth, and as a consequence thereof freed West- 
ern Tennessee, that the efforts of the enemy to dislodge oar army would 
have i)i*() 1 oii<>ed the contest so late in the season as to render military 
movements difficult.” He testifies that “in the event of General Bragg^s 
army being compelled to fall back into Tennessee the taking of Corinth 
by us would in all likelihood have enabled Bragg^s army and this to 
have united or co-operated in such a way as to hold the State of Ten- 
nessee for several months.” He volunteered to say in his evidence that 
“in the movements upon Corinth, and in the management of the fight 
at Corinth, amid all the consultations and conferences with me, which 
were frequent and many, there arose but one difference of opinion be- 
tween us, and that was upon the question whether the attack should be 
delayed a few days until we should be re-enforced by the returned pris- 
oners expected irom Jackson.” 

I introduced the testimony of General Price on the subject of the pro- 
priety of my advance on Corinth because he was an officer of experience 
and distinction 5 second, because from his position as commander of a 
separate army, left in the rear by General Bragg to guard important 
interests of this State and to co-operate, as far as his limited resources 
would allow, in the geneiv.l design which Bragg’s movement was in- 
tended to accomplish, his niiiul must. have often been puintiilly ■! 

in considering what action on his part might best contribut' m* ■. -i • 
success of our arms ; and last, because I knew the proi)riety of attacking 
Corinth was no new subject with him, but one that for a" long time re- 
ceived his anxious consideration. 

Corinth, so hurtful to us while in the possession of the enemy, so ad- 
vantageous to us if in our own, ought to liave been attacked by me 
unless my repulse was an inevitable event. This could be only because 
either the place was impregnable to assault or because it was defended 
by an overwhelming force. My accuser (General Bowen) was not bold 
enough to affirm either proposition. He does not aver that the place 
was inipregnnblo to assault. He does not charge that it was defended 
by cj'w licliijiiig numbers. He chargesonly that the place was strongly 
fortified and that it was defended by a formidable force. That it was 
not impregnable he swears in his testimony, for he says on oath that in 
si)ite of the stj'cngtli of the fortification and the formidable forces of the 
enemj" the place could have been easily taken on Friday afternoon with 
proper disposition on my part during the battle. That it was not im- 
pregnable is shown by the abundant x>i‘oof in the case that the exterior 
works were carried by my entire line, embracing both corx)s, and Price’s 
corps carried the interior defenses and xienetrated into the heart of the 
town up to the square surrounding the headejuarters of the coiniivniding 
general of the enemy. General Bust, who, at Tuscunibia Bridge, within 
14 miles of Corin,’:. |..» 'it.'.. 1 , that success was impossible, and after- 
ward in stronger! .. < li the attempt madness, with the candor 
ot the soldier and the gentleman, testified before 3 ^ ou that he was forced 
to change his ojfinion, and said, on Friday afternoon, “I thought we had 
a first-rate chance to take ll-i s-k.i •■." That the fortifications were not 
impregnable to assault is simn. ^ , uii! the nature of the works them- 
selves, being penetrable by artillery and requiring no ^ 

to mount them. 
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on the preliminary question, whether I should have waited for the arri- 
val of the returned prisoners expected from Jackson before moving on 
Corinth. 

General Price favored the policy of waiting for their arrival, and I at 
one time before our junction acquiesced in that idea and wrote to him 
to that effect. Increase of force was mutually and greatly desired by 
us both. In reply he writes to me from Baldwyn ; 

Whether we wait for the returned prisoners or not it is better that the junction of 
our forces should at once take place. 

Subsequent reflection and additional information received by me be- 
fore our junction at Eipley on September 28 satisfied me that the blow 
on Corinth could not be struck too soon. From scouts in the service of 
the army, from my own cavalry pickets, as well as from Federal papers, 
I learned that Eosecrans would be seiit to the command of Corinth in 
place of Grant, who had gone h^orth, and that the enemy were re-en- 
forcing Jackson and Bolivar from Columbus ; and from my knowledge 
of the capacity and character of Eosecrans I was convinced that Cor- 
inth would be strengthened by the change of its commander. Besides, 
the uncertainty of Bragg’s position became every day more manifest 
and his retirement from Kentucky into Tennessee more probable. It 
became very obvious, also, that General Bragg was deceived in regard 
to the force of the enemy in Western Tennessee and Korth Mississippi. 
Ill addition, my constant and unremitting efforts to have the returned 
prisoners forwarded to Holly Springs feven were unavailing, and from 
information received from General Tilghman, charged with tlxeir equid- 
ment and organization, the difficulty of procuring full transportation 
for them, and the delays attendant upon the exchanges, I became sat- 
isfied that if I waited for their reception all opportunity of striking Cor- 
inth with a reasonable prospect of success would be lost. Tlie junction 
of our armies at Eipley increased the force of these convictions. The 
fact of junction could not be long concealed from the enemy, and the 
knowledge of that fact would have stimulated the enemy to strengthen 
his defenses and augment his forces. His resources to re-enforce were 
greatly superior to our own, and I am aware of no reason to suppose 
that he would not have used them. The testimony of General Tilgh- 
man establishes the correctness of my conclusion. The expectation en- 
tertained by us in September that the returned prisonei's \vould be re- 
ceived by this army in a few days was a military illusion. The few 
days became an indefinite period. In greatly diminished numbers, it 
was not until October 14 that they came, and up to the present time, 
November 20, after the most active and energetic exertions, they are 
not yet furnished with transportation for the field. 

Second. Was the attack on Corinth made without consideration or 
forethought, on a plan crude and undigested*? 

It was supposed by my accuser that the attack on Corinth was a 
sudden thought of mine ; that it was not only a new idea but one 
antagonistic to purposes long entertained by me 5 that I was resolved 
not to sacrifice soldiers by moving them against fortifications, and that 
in some unexplained way I had determined to maneuver the enemy 
out of the fortified places held by them in Mississippi and Tennessee. 
So strong was his conviction of my hostility to marching against forti- 
fications, and the suddenness of determination to make Corinth an 
exception, first communicated to him at Davis’ Bridge, on the Hatchie 
Eiver, that he sees in everything the want of preparation, crude- 
ness, and confusion, which are apt concomitants of newly-born pur- 
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TLns be supposes that I have failed to think of and provide^ 
subsistences iind calls upon his division commander to remonstrate*- 
aj^^aiiist rln^ inarch until the supposed deficiency shall be supplied. He*- 
eoncludes that in the hurry of action I have neglected to provide my- 
s<di* with correct maps drawn to a scale of the approaches to Corinth, 
and that I vas seeking to supply the deficiency by crude sketches of^ 
my own, unfit for the ordinary use of the army. He imagi nes that I was • 
ignorant of Corinth and its suiTOundings and its defenses and desti** 
tine of iui} maps showing the same. He finds that the army is marched 
on Coriiitii in a hasty and disorderly manner. To his vision there is 
no concerted or systematic plan of attack, but troops were seemingly 
linrled against the defenses as if to surprise a foe with whom I had 
been engaged, as he declares, for thirty-six hours. He concludes also 
that in keeping with this huiTy-scurry mode of warfare^ I had ignored 
all aid from r'lgineors. It is some consolation to learn from my accuser 
that this irregular, sp'is""odir, and unscientific method of fighting found 
iiK^ on the night of October 3 in command of a victorious army, inside 
of the works of a place strongly fortified, supported by an enemy 
formidable in numbers and fully prepared for a stubborn defense. (See 
til St specification of first charge and the third specification of the first 
charge.) 

In spite of the utter hopelessness of surprising an enemy with whose 
outposts 1 had been engaged for thirty-six hours we learn from my 
accuser that the enemy had failed to avail himself of this long notice 
and had not called in his re-enforcements, and required the farther time 
of the night of October 3 and 4 to bring them in, which he says I allowed 
him declining to make a night attack, of which advantage he says 
in his charge, but not in his testimony, the enemy fully availed him- 
self. (See second specification of first charge.) 

The first charge and its specifications amount to a suicide in logic 
and evince a total \*t of my plan of attacking Corinth. It is not 

strange that General Jioweu should be ignorant of my purpose and of 
the means by which I hoped to have executed it, for 1 had not deemed 
it necejssary to inform him on either point- As a brigade commander I 
thought his duty was to obey orders and I did not call him to counsel 
with me. 

Xow this court, in the light of the evidence before it, knows that 
the attack on Corinth had been the subject of anxious deliberation on 
my part and on the part of General Price ; that I had made ample pro- 
visions for the subsistence of my army ; that I had taken great pains 
wJiile in Corinth in April and May to make myself acquainted with 
C* rinth, its surronudiiigs, its approaches, its defenses, and topography ; 
that I was pohsessed of accurate maps, drawn by competent migim*cr^. 
Peilerai and Confederate, siio wing the same 5 that General IbiM- liml 
sent me a scout, who, by iiiMliivcrions, had entered Corinthashort time 
pr.evious to my attack of the place, to inform me of its defenses and 
forces ; that our march was “ not disorderly,” but in perfect order,” and 
not too hasty ; that the fine of battle was formed and the attack made in 
accordance with the rule of military science and at iioiiits with which 
I was made entirely familiar by previous service at Corinth while the 
place was in our possession. 

It is charged by my accuser that I failed to avail myself on Friday 
afternoon of an o])portunity to send General LovelPs division pell-mell 
into Corinth, following what he says was the broken and retreating 
ciMiter of the enemy’s lines. Without any knowledge of the condiiion 
pl* aflilirs on iny center and left, and with a coniectural idea of the 
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condition of the enemy’s left, and with a confessed ignorance of the 
force and position of the enemy’s right, seeing, as he says, five regi- 
ments of the enemy retire toward their inner fortifications in confo- 
sion, he suggests that Corinth might have been taken by throwing my 
right wing in pursuit of them. The proof shows that at that time 
and for two or three hours afterward the center and left of my line, 
embracing General Price’s corps, which constituted two-thirds of my 
army, was engaged in a terrific contest with the enemy, who disputed 
every inch of ground till sunset, when they ended the contest by re- 
tiring into their interior defenses. I do not doubt the gallantry of my 
accuser, but his criticisms as a brigade commander, confined in his 
knowledge to what appears before him, ignorant of the operations 
going on in two-thirds of the line of battle, and unapprised of the plan 
of operations of the general in command, reminds me of Oowper’s fly 
on the dome of St. Paul’s, who, with a vision that extended only a few 
inches around him, was found discoursing on the architecture of the 
entire building. 

It is said that I ought to have pursued the advantage gained by me 
in the afternoon of Friday by a night attack. I did not fail to consider 
that matter. I was anxious to deny the enemy the possibility of re-en- 
forcements. I knew my antagonist — ^knew that he would avail himself 
of every resource in his power, but I could not prudently hazard a 
night attack. My troops were not veterans, though gallant as any com- 
mander ever led to battle. They were greatly exhausted by heat, by 
thirst, and by the fatigue which excess of valor created. The line of 
attack was a long one, and as it approached the interior defenses of the 
enemy that line must necessarily become contracted. There would 
have been imminent danger of mistaking friend for foe unless the ut- 
most care was exercised in the advance. Besides it was impossible for 
me to ascertain the precise position of the enemy, and that fact was 
strong against a night attack. 

It is charged that I did not, on the night of October 3, reconnoiter 
the position of the enemy. The fact is admitted by me, and the answer 
is, as the evidence shows, including that of my accuser, that it was im- 
possible. The experiment was tried. • One of my staff officers. Major 
Dillon, was sent by me on that service, and he met the sharpshooters 
of the enemy in less than 100 yards of my line. If the noise of the 
wagons and cannon had clearly indicated re-enforcements rather than 
evacuation there was no method by which I could have avoided the 
result. 

The plan of the movement on Corinth was to take the place, not by 
;siege or investment, but by coup de main. From all the sources of in- 
formation accessible to a commander I was satisfied that the force at 
Corinth and its outposts did not much exceed 20,000 men. Some of 
their outposts were at a distance from Corinth of 15 or 20 miles. The 
forces in Corinth did not exceed 12,000 or 15,000. By a sudden and 
rapid attack on the place I expected to throw upon it a force superior, 
to that of the enemy, and I hoped to carry the place before the re-en-’ 
forcements of the outposts could be drawn in. To this end I masked 
my attack on Corinth by threatening Bolivar. My advance upon Bol- 
ivar had drawn the dirision of Boss from Corinth to that point. I 
marched suddenly from Bipley to Pocahontas, equidistant between 
Bolivar and Corinth. My cavalry was thrown forward toward both 
points. I turned quickly toward Corinth, masking my infantry with 
my cavalry up to Indian Creek, within a short distauce of the exterior 
^orks of Corinth^ pgiaking it uncei:*tain which plcipe the object of 
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my attack. I cut the railroad between Bolivar and Corinth, and no 
re-enforcements came from Bolivar to the aid of Corinth. Further to 
cover my I worked all ni^ht on a bridge at Pocahontas and 

left it •ii'iin'Mhcd. By the imoof in the case it is manifest that I fell 
upon Corinth defended by less than 15,000 men. The failure to carry 
the place the first day, and the re-enforcemen ^ ‘-i ’ ■ the toil 

and industry and working capacity of an able i.- •! ■ ■■ ' < adver- 

sary, whom I had surprised, together 'with a failure to carry out my 
plan of attack on the morning of Saturday by one of those contretemps 
against which no piovidcncM' can guard, lost the battle of Corinth. 
iVIy official report explains the causes of its derangements, but as the 
charges and specifications do not touch the matter I forbear to lay them 
before the court. 

It would be inexcusable in me before this tribunal to notice the 
remaining accusations made against me. The proof unmistakably and 
beyond cavil stamps them as untrue. My supplies were more than 
ample; there were no unnecessary marches or countermarches, and the 
care of my wounded is affirmatively established beyond the power of 
refutatioiu 

Outside of the specific charges made by my accuser I have been 
enabled by this investigation to stamp with infamy the defamatory at- 
tack made upon my character as a soldier and a gentlen -.*' 
the length and breadth of this land, by clandestine and ■■■■■ . 
hoods, sent on electric currents to the President at Eichmond and by 
wholesale and loud-mouthed calumny scattered over my native State. 
I have been proclaimed an habitual drunkard, addicted to intemper- 
ance, intoxicated on the battle-field of Corinth. You, Generals Price 
and Maury, members of this court, know and have testified to the in- 
tense falsehood of that accusation. Other charges, incapable in their 
nature of iii\estigation by this court, nearly iching my character as 
a man, originating nmoT^ir the people of my native State, have had the 
same widespread i Born of malice and falsehood, they can 

escape refutation only by r-^cnirng investigation. 

Gentlemen of the court, 1 am a Mississippiau by birth. The ashes of 
my parents repose in her soil. It has been my pride to serve her. 
(Jailed to an administrative department on her territory against iny will, 
because not fitted by previous experience to discharge "the duties of such 
position, I hav(‘ taxed every energy of my nature to guard and protect 
her interests. I remember with what fondness, after long absence, I 
gazed upon tlie sky which canopied the spot where I had first seen the 
light of day. My hopes and my aspirations have been blended with 
her prosperity and her glory. To aid in advancing both has been my 
study since 1 was clothed with authority on her soil. I have spent 
many an anxious night and travail of mind to discover how hot 1 might 
beat back the invader from her limits. I struck for her as I would strike 
for wife or child. My blood has always been ready for her, yet in the 
•midst of my straggles for her my name has been l)ligliti:d by her peo- 
ple. My trust is -that the investigation of this court will vindicate it 
from dishonor. 

(jcntlemen of the court, these extended remarks are not meant alone 
for your ears. In this tribunal 1 know my character is safe; but the 
accusations against me will take an enduring form by becoming part 
of the archives of the nation, and the jealousy with which a soldier 
guards his reputation prompts me to place by their side an antidote to 
the poison they contain. 


EAEL YAl^ DOEK 
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The court then closed for deliberation, and, having maturely consid- 
ered the evidence adduced, expressed the following opinion: 

After a careful investigation of the matters contained in the charges 
and specifications against Major-General Van Dorn by Brig. Gen. John 
S. Bowen the court are unanimously of the opinion that the evidence 
before it fully disproves every allegation contained in said charges and 
specifications. 

At the request of General Van Dom, sanctioned the order of 
General Pemberton, herewith forwarded, the court investigated the 
imputations of drunkenness which have been made against General 
Van Dorn, and report that the testimony before them does, in their 
opinion, fully disprove said imputation. The court recommended that 
no further proceedings be had in the case. 

LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier- General^ Provisional Army G. 8- 
DABNEY H. MAUEY, 
Major-General^ 0. 8, Army. 
STEELING PEIOE, 

Major- General j Provisional Army G. 8. 

E. H. Cummins, Gajptaln^ Provisional Army G. N., Recorder. 

There being no further business before them the court adjourned 
sine die. 

STEELING PllICE, 

Major- Geyieralj G. 8. Army^ President Gourt of Inquiry. 

E. H. OuiviMiNS, Gaptain, Provisional Army G. N., Recorder. 


Hdqrs. Dept. Mississippi and East Louisiana, 
AbhevUle, Miss.., November 28, 1862. 

I. The proceedings of the .court of inquiry in the case of Maj. Gen. 
Earl Van Dorn, Provisional Army Confederate States, are approved, 
and I fully concur in the opinion expressed by the court that every 
allegation made against him is fully disproved and that no further pro- 
cee£ngs are necessary. 

II. The court of inquiry, of which Maj. Gen. Sterling Price is president, 
is hereby dissolved. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieii,tenant- General^ Gommanding. 


OCTOBER 9, 1862. — ^Affair near Humboldt, Tenn. 

Report of Capt. J. Morris Young, Fifth Iowa Gavalry. 

•Humboldt, October 9, 1862. 

One of my Tennessee cavalry captains and 11 men out scouting were 
captured at daybreak this morning at the house of old David Nunns, 18 
miles west of here, by a party of rebel soldiers. 

Reports also agree as to there being a considerable force of rebels at 
Brownsville — about 900 — and that they are arranging to attack this 
place; also to concentrate some force at McClellan’s to-night at 11 
o’clock and destroy the railroad connection. Who am I to report to now ? 

■ J. MORRIS YOUNG, 

Captain^ Gommanding Post. 

Major-General Grant, Jackson. 
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OCTOBEE 17, 1862* — Skirmisii at Island IJo. 10, Tenn. 

REJPORXS. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army. 

No. 2.— Maj. Quincy McNeil, Second Illinois Cavalry. 


Ko. 1. 


Beport of Brig, Gen, Grenville M, Bodge, V, 8. Armg, 


OoLTJMBUS, Octol&r 18, 1862. 

Sib : Oolonel Faulkner, [Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry], and 300 rebel 
cavalry attacked Island 10 yesterdaj^ at daylight. 

Our forces whipped the enemy, taking Colonel Faulkner, Capt. E. M. 
Meriwether, Capt. H. B. Blakemore, Adjt. L. H. Johnson, and 12 
enlisted men prisoners. The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded is 
severe 5 our loss 3 killed. 

Major McKeil with re-enforcements from New Madrid has crossed 
Eeelfoot Lake, below* the Obion, and thinks he will cut off their re- 
treat. 


Maj. John A. Eawtlins, 

Aseietant Adjutant- General, 


G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 


No. 2. 

Beport of Maj, Quincy McJSfeilj Second Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquabtees U. S. Foeces, 
Island No. 10, October 7, 1862. 

Sib : This camp was attacked at 4 o’clock this morning. At daylight 
I sent Captain Moore, Company L, Second Illinois Cavalry, in pursuit. 
He overtook a body of cavalry about 20 miles from here, gave battle, 
taking Colonel Faulkner, Captain Meriwether, Captain Blakemore, 
Lieutenant Johnson, and 11 prix.iie^. irom whom he found the enemy 
to consist of 3U0 men. After tiglifing an hour Captain Moore finding 
himself outnumbered (he having but 40 men) fell back to camp, the 
rebels declining to follow. 

The loss on our side is 3 men supposed to be killed 5 that of the rebels 
is unknown so far as the battle, but 7 were wounded and many supposed 
to be killed. From the prisoners we learn that they came from Missis- 
sippi, traveling three days and nights to take this post, and then move 
on Hickman, take that place, and leave immediately for the south. 

To an overruling Pro\idence do we owe our safety. With citizens 
for guides and traveling from the Obion between moonrise and 4 o’clock 
in the morning they evaded all the scouting parties and approached to 
within a hundred yards of the camp. They were about forming into 
line of battle when the sentinel fired upon the advancing column 5 the 
rear of the rebel band fired into the front, when the front (thinking they 
were attacked from the rear) defended themselves from that quarter. 
The fight between the rebel front and rear lasted about three iqinutes, 
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wounding several of tlieir number and impression that they 

were ambushed by the forces from this camp. This caused a panic and 
they fled to their horses, stationed a distant. They immediately 

mounted and gave up the capture of either this place or Hickman. 
Had they come as they intended they have given us much trouble, 

as they had a perfect plan of this camp . their men selected, three 
to each officer, whom they intended to capture in bed ; but finding the 
guards drawn in toward the camp led tr-lieiQ to think that we had been 
apprised of their approach and that wc 'were prepared for them. They 
could not have taken the camp, but xnigLt have killed and wounded 
many before they could have been repulsed. 

I have been re-enforced by Company Second Illinois Cavalry, and 
one section of De G-plyefs Michigan battery, and with this force I intend 
to cut ofl the retreat of the rebels by taking the fords of the lake near 
the Obion Eiver. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant. 


^ ^ QUnrCY MolSTEIL, 

Major SecoTia Cavalry, Commanding, 

Lieut. H. H. Tovtoee, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Qenerctl^ Columbus, Ky, 


OCTOBEB. 21, 1862. — Skinuisk Woodville, Teim. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Ulysses 8. Grant, 77. s. Army, commanding Depart- 

ment of the ^^v/nessee. 


JAOjKson, Tenkt, Oetoler 23, 1862. 

A dispatch just in says our cavalry under Major Mudd ran into Hay- 
wood’s Partisan Bangers 7 miles west of Brownsville. Killed 1 cap- 
tain, captured about 40 prisoners, 60 horses and mules, and a wagon 
load of arms, completely breaking up the party. I will send these men 
to Alton. 


General H. W. Hal-leok. 


F. S. GEAKT, 

Mayor-General. 


OCTOBER 21—24, 1862. — Scout to CoDiersviUcj Shelby Depot, Hickory, and 
Galloway Switch, Tenn., HTrirmiaTiBg 

Report of Col. Benjamm S. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Gaxalry. 

Headquaetees Illinois Oayaxet, 

Mepipj^fg^ TewTC., October 25, 1862. 

Geneeax : In pursuance of Special Order dated October 21 I pro- 
ceeded with 400 men on scout therein indicated. We came upon the 
enemy near Colliersville and drove them toward Wolf Biver. They re- 
formed in the timber to receive us, but after a brisk skirmish they fled 
in every direction. The rebels were commanded by Captain O’Keil, 
and were a portion of Outlaw’s Alabama regiment. We, after threat- 
ening Byhalia and Mount Pleasant, turned to the left and crossed Wolf 
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Jliver ; dispersed a party of bush whackers, supposed to be some of 
Dailey’s men, 4 miles beyond and north of Wolf Eiver. W^e encamped 
the night of the 22il at ^Shelby Depot, in company with the Fifty -fifth 
Illinois, Colonel Stuart commanding:. On the 23d, on ai'.proachir.g 
the bridge over the Loosahatchie north of Shelby with my command 
(Colonel Stuart’s command ' at the depot) we discovered it 

on tire, and were fired upon by Hnrrow^s guerrillas, who were secreted 
m the opposite side of the river. I dismounted one battalion of my 
command to fight on foot, who promptly sought the protection of the 
bridge and timber on this side of the river and who succeeded in soon 
driving the rebels from their covert. I then crossed over with a por- 
tion of my men on foot, at the same time sending word to Colonel Stu- 
art for buckets and axes to put out the fii'e and repair the bridge for 
the crossing of the whole force. 

After a short skirmish with the rebels they mounted their horses and 
scattered in the woods, the largest portion passing to the right up the 
bottom. As soon as the bridge was repaired we crossed over and took 
the same direction. We came upon the enemy again and scattered 
them in every direction ;:gl! C'c timber, killing, wounding, and 
taking some pri^oror«. 

Hearing <»■ 'o.vc in the neighborhood of Hickory we proceeded 
through the bottom and came upon a party of them near the bridge 
north of that place, drove them hastily to that point, capturing Bur- 
roughs’ quarterm;i«iter and scatCtering the detachment in every direc- 
tion. We tlien recrossed to the north side of the Loosahatchie again 
and moved toward Galloway Switch, and when within 2 miles of that 
place, at the bridge across the Beaver Creek, we came upon the enemy, 
supposed to be about 300 strong. They fled at our approach and we 
pursued them beyond Galloway Switch, constantly firing upon their 
rear, killing, wounding, and capturing some of them, and they leaving 
marked evidence of their hasty retreat, the gr'>i:n,'l bo\ig sfrewn with 
shot-guns, saddle-bags, blankets, hats, and an 1 hoj’se without 

a rider. 

By this time, it being about 6 o’clock p. m., and by my instructions 
having to be at Eandolph the next morning, I returned through Gallo- 
way Switch and then turned north at a point 1 mile th’^ gcii'.g near 
Concordia, then turning to the northeast, and after 'irr.MT 

(Jreek about 9 o’clock p. m. we came upon a detachment of Green’s 
men, of Benson’s battalion, who had stopped for the night. We sur- 
prised and captured 4 of them. 

Proceeding on the Somerville and Eandolph road we encamped 2 
miles east of Portersville ,• dashed into that place at daylf gli t next morn- 
ing, but found that Scales’ company had disbanded a day or two before, 
the captain going to Holly Srn’i". gv. - i that Faulkner’s command had 
moved on the Hatchie, near . After sc >n. hig the country 

in the vicinity of Portersville we moved on to Eandolph, a :T‘i \ m d . i . 
at about 11 o’clock a. m., and found a detachment of th» 'a i\ • i. J !* 
Ohio awaiting our arrival. With the aid of a passing boa . ! <■ iiivi '■ < .1 
my command on it and the boats already provided and arrived at Mem- 
phis at about 10 o’clock p. m. the 24tli. 

The country in the neighborhood of Eandolph is almost entirely de- 
serted. The face of the country is hilly and broken and heavily tim- 
bered. The bottom land in the vicinity of Loosahatchie Eiver and Beaver 
Creek is very densely wooded and the banks of the streams are generally 
steep and miry. The bridges are poorly constructed. We killed in the 
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dilSereiit skirmishes 7, wounded between 20 and 30, took 17 of them 
]>risonei*s, capturing 22 head of horses and mules (which have been 
turned over to provost-marshal, as per general order), and between 30 
and 40 shot-guns, the most of which I had broken atd destroyed, not 
having any convenient way of bringing them with us, which I am happy 
to inform you was accomplished without the loss or injury of a man. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I B. H. GEIBES017, 

"*** Colonel Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Commanding TJ. S. Forces^ Memphis. 


OCTOBER 22-25, 1862. — Expedition from Fort Bonelson to Waverly, Tenn., 

with skirmishes. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, U. S. Army, commanding District of Colnmbns. 
No. 2.— Lieut. John B. Colton, Quartermaster Eighty-third Illinois Infantry. 


Fo. 1. 


Report of Brig. Qen. Thomas A. Davies^ U. 8. Army, commanding Bis- 

triot of Columbm. 


CoLDMBtrs, Ky., October 29, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to report an engagement near Waverly with 
JSTapier’s guerrillas by a detachment of the Eighty-third Illinois Volun- 
teers and one piece of artillery and 30 cavalry, under Maj. B. C. Brott, 
from Fort Donelson, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick, Fifth Iowa 
Cavalry, and infantry from Fort Heiman. 

Our forces amounted to about 500; the enemy 800. We killed 12, 
wounded several, took 15 prisoners, and destroyed 12 barges and row- 
boats of the enemy, who would make no further fight. 

THOS. A. DAVIES, 

Brigadier- General. 


John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No, 2. 

B^ort of Lieut. John B. Colton, Quartermaster Bighty-third Illinois In- 
fantry. 

Columbus, Ky., October 29, 1862. 

Dear Sir : I am directed by Brigadier-General Davies to hand you a 
report of the late battle near Waverly between a detachment of the 
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Ei.c;‘'ity-tlrrti R< Illinois Volunteers, under the command of Maj. 

M. < l>:\ / 1 1 , and a part of the rebel forces commanded by Colonel ISTapier. 

The official report of the same not having yet been received, having 
been with the expedition, I give the facts as correctly as the circum- 
stances will admit. 

The Federal fortie left Fort Donelson on Tuesday, October 22, at 1 
o'clock p. m.. C /aci^tbv of 140 infantry, 30 cavaljiT, and 1 ritied gun 
of Captain ■‘/r* my, and proceeded towari Waverly, which is 

situated 40 miles north [south] west from Fort Donelson and 9 miles 
from the Tennessee Fiver. 

On Wednesday afternoon when within C miles of Waverly our ad- 
vance guard of cavalry were fired upon by 25 mounted guerrillas, but. 
without effect. At sunset of v^ame day our advance came upon a band, 
of 75 mounted guerrillas stationed in a thicket, ^one half mile from the* 
town of Waverly. They tired upon us, 1 private and slightly 

wou^fkr.g 2 others. Our force returned -i!,, killing 4 (as near ass 

!•!■ ascertained) and wounding several others. We took 1 pris- 
oner. The enemy immediately took to flight. Major Brott them 
ordered his command to fall back 1 mile, where we encamped for the\ 
night, troops lying on their arms. From the prisoner taken we 
ascertained that the rebel force amounted to 700 or 800 well-mounted 
men, armed with muskets and double-barreled shot-guns, with two 
rifled Parrott guns taken from the steamer Terry. 

The next morning at 5 o^clock Major Brott ordered his command to' 
fall back to White Oak Springs, about 14 miles, not ' * ’ * ’ ‘s force* 

sufficiently strong to proceed farther. Wlien about t ■ campy, 

at the crossing of a ci'eek, a baud of about 300 mounted guerrillas^ at- 
tacked us on our rear. At the time of the attack our forces were scat- 
tered, owing to a misunderstanding of the place of camping for brealkffist.. 
The order was to camp about 4 miles farther on. The enemy dashed* 
in upon the troops, causing considerable confusion for a time, but they 
rallied and fired upon the enemy, the fire lasting about eight minutes, 
wheu the enemy retired with 8 men killed and several wounded, as was 
reported to us by their two ^,-:vooi!v w*iom we took prisoners. We 
had 1 man severely wounded a:i.i 2 !\ . On the battle grounds and 

on the march we took 15 prisoners. Our forces were then ordered to - 
march hack to Fort Donelson, where they arrived on Friday evening, ^ 
October 25. 

I suppose the reason of the whole of llapier’s force not attacking us: 
was from the fact that a Federal force of about 250 infantry and cavalry:;,, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick, of Fifth Iowa Cavalry, com- 
ing up on the opposite side of the river from the enemy’s cainp, and 
they (the enemy) fearing an attack did not send out a large force. We 
did not know that Colonel Patrick was on the opposite side of the river. 
He was ordered to go out on the road from Fort Heiman to Paris to re- 
connoiter, and on his return to camp went over to the river opposite 
the enemy’s camp. He succeeded in do<l roy i ng twelve barges and row- 
boats belonging to the enemy. He also fired several shots at them. 

The foregoing are all the facts of importance that would be ol* service. 
Kespectlully, &c., 

JFTO. B, COLTOH, 

Quartermaster Eighty-third IlliTiois Volunteers. 

J. Lovell, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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OCTOBEE 31, 1862-JANTJAEY 10, 1863. — Operations on the Mississippi 
Central Eailroad from Bolivar, Tenn., to Coffeeville, Miss.* 

STj]yL]yL-^K.Y o:^ 'X’Se: eveiistts. 

Oct. 31~Nov. 1, 1862. — Union forces adyancefrom Bolivar and Corinth upon Grand 
Junction, Tenn. 

Nov. 4, 1862. — La Grange and Grand Junction, Tenn., occupied by Union forces. 

5, 1862. — Skirmish at Jumperto'V7n,Miss. 

Eeconnaissance from La Grange toward Somerville, Tenn. 

6, 1862. — Eeconnaissance from La Grange, Tenn., toward Lamar, Miss., and 

skirmish at Worsham^s Creek. 

Skirmish at Old Lamar, Miss. 

8- 9, 1862. — Eeconnaissance from La Grange, Tenn., and skirmishes at Old La- 
mar and Hudson ville, Miss. 

13, 1862.— Skirmish at Holly Springs, Miss. 

19- 20, 1862. — Expedition from Grand Junction, Tenn., to Eipley, Miss. 

28- 29, 1862. — Skirmishes at Holly Springs, Miss. 

29, 1862.— Skirmish at Lumpkin^s Mill, Miss. 

29- 30, 1862. — Skirmishes at Waterford, Miss. 

30, 1862. — Skirmish at Chulahoma, Miss. 

Dec. 1, 1862. — Skirmish at HudsonviUe. Miss. 

1- 3, 1862. — Skirmishes about Oxford, Miss. 

3, 1862. — Skirmishes on the Yooknapatalfa, at Prophet, Spring Dale, and 

Free, Bridges, Mss. 

4, 1862. — Skirmish at Water Yalley, .Miss. 

Affair near Oxford, Miss. 

5, 1862. — ^Engagement at Coffeeville, Miss. 

14-19, 1862. — Expedition against the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, Miss. 

18, 1862. — Skirmish near Water Valley, Miss. 

20, 1862. — Capture of Holly Springs, Miss. 

Skirmish at Cold Water, Miss. 

20- 28, 1862. — Operations against the Van Dorn raid. 

21, 1862. — Skirmish at Davis’ Mill, Miss. 

24, 1862.— Skirmishes at Bolivar and Middleburg, Tenn. 

25, 1862. — Skirmish at Eipley, Mss. 

Jan. 9-10, 1863. — Holly Springs, Miss., evacuated by the Union forces. 

RE13?OFiTS, H3a:c. 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the Tennes- 
see, of operations November 1, 1862-January 6, 1863, with instructions 
from the General-in-Chief. 

No. 2. — ^Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman, U. S. Army, of operations November S-Decem- 
ber 31, including action near Jackson, Tenn., December 19, and skirmish 
at Middleburg, December 24. 

No. 3. — Col. Mortimer D. Leggett, Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, of reconnaissance 
from La Grange toward Somerville, Tenn., November 5. 

No. 4. — Col. Isaac C. Pugh, Forty-first Illinois Infantry, of reconnaissance from La 
Grange, Tenn., towai'd Lamar, Miss., and skirmish at Worsham’s Creek, 
November 6. 


* See also expedition (November 27-T>ecember 6, 1862) from Helena, Arfe,, to Groft* 
|ida, Miss., post 
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N'o. 5. — Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, of reconnaissance from La 
Grange, November 8-9, 1862, and of the evacuation of Holly Springs, 
Miss., January 9-10, 1863. 

No. 6. — Col. Albert L. Lee, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, of skirmish at Holly Springs, 
November 13, and expedition from Grand Junction to Eipley, November 
19-20. 

No. 7. — Brig. Gen. Charles S. Hamilton, U. S Army, of skirmish at Lumpkin^s Mill, 
Miss., November 29. 

No. 8. — Col. Theophilus Lyle Dickey, Fourth Illinois Cavalry, of skirmishes about 
Ostbrd, December 1-5; skirmish at Spring Dale Bridge, December 3; skir- 
mish at Water Valley, December 4 ; engagement at Coja:eeville, December 
5, and expedition against the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, December 14-19. 

No. 9. — Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, of skirmishes at Spring Dale and 
Prophet Bridges, December 3; skirmish at Water Valley, December 4; 
engagement at Coffee ville, December 5, and operations against the Van 
Dorn raid, December 20-25. 

No. 10. — Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, C. S. Army, of engagement at Coffeeville, Decem- 
ber 5, and capture of Holly Springs, December 20. 

No. 11. — ^Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. S. Army, of engagement at Coffeeville, De- 
cember 6. 

No. 12. — Col. John M. Loomis, Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry, of affair near Oxford, 
December 4. 

No. 13. — Col. Robert C. Murphy, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, of the capture of Holly 
Springs, December 20. 

No. 14. — Surg. Horace E. Wirtz, TJ. S. Army, of the capture of Holly Springs, De- 
cember 20. 

No. 15. — Col. James M. True, Sixty-second Illinois Infantry, of the capture of Holly 
Springs, December 20. 

No, 16.— Maj. John J, Mudd, Second Illinois Cavalry, of the capture of Holly Springs, 
December 20, and operations, December 24-27, including skirmish at Eip- 
ley, December 25. 

No, 17. — Orders in relation to the capture of Holly Springs and dismissing Colonel 
Murphy from the service of the United States. 

No. IS.— Col. Benjamin H. Grierson, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, of operations, December 
5-28, including skirmishes at Bolivar, Middlehnrg, and Eipley, December 
24-25. 

No. 10. — Col. Jonathan Richmond, One hundred and twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry, 
of skirmish at Davis’ hlill, December 21. 

No. 20, — Col. William H. Moi'gan, Twenty-fifth Indiana Infantry, of skirmish at 
Davis’ Mill, December 21. 

No. 21. — CoL William H. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infiwitry, of skirmish at Middle- 
burg, December 24. 

No. 22.— Congratulatory orders upon the defense of Coldwater, Davis’ Mill, and Mid- 
dleburg, December 20, 21, and 24. 


No. 1. 

Re 2 )ortii of Maj, Gen, XT, S. Grants U. 8. Army^ covamanding Department 
of the Tennessee^ of operations November 1, X^Q2-^anuary 6, 1863, with 
instructions from the Generalrin-Chief 

Jackson, Tenn., November 2, 1862—11 a. m. 

I Lave commenced a movement on Grand Junction with tliiee divis- 
ions from Corinth and two from Bolivar. W^ill leave here to-morrow 
evening' and take command in person. If found practicable, I will go 
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on to Holly Springs, and maybe Grenada, completing railroad and tel- 
egraph as I go. Bolivar has been threatened for some days, bat it may 
be a feint to cover a retreat. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major- Qeiieraly Gommariding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in- Chief. 


War Department, 
Washington^ November 3, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, Jackson^ Tenn. : 

I approve of your plan of advancing upon the enemy as soon as you 
are strong enough for that purpose. The Minnesota and Wisconsin 
regiments should join you very soon, and the Governor of Illinois has 
promised ten regiments this week. I have directed General Curtis to 
re-enforce Helena, and if they cannot operate on Little Eock they can 
cross the river and threaten Grenada. I hope for an active campaign 
on the Mississippi this fall. A large force will ascend the river from 
Few Orleans. General Stanley will be sent to General Eosecrans as 
chief of cavalry. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General-in- Chief. 


La Grang-e, Tenn., November 4, 1862— -8 p. m. 

Troops from Corinth and Bolivar reached here to-day. Occupy the 
line of Scott Creek and Wolf Eiver from 2^ miles south of Grand Junc- 
tion to a short distance west of La Grange j General McPherson com- 
manding right wing. General Hamilton the left. Will remain here for 
a few days to get up stores by railroad and to reconnoiter the front 
jperfectly. Bnemy^s pickets occupied this place on our arrival, and 
two captured bridges over Wolf Eiver at this place are safe. General 
Sherman moves out from Memphis to attract attention in that direction. 
My moving force will be about 31,000. 

U. S. GEAKT. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in-Chief. 


War Department, 
Washington^ November 5, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Grange^ Tenn. : 

Had not troops sent to re-enforce you better go to Memphis hereafter? 
I hope to give you 20,000 additional men in a few days. 

H. w. hallboe:, 

General-in- Chief 


" General Grant’s Headquarters, 

Grand Junction^ Tenn.., November 6, 1862 — 7 a. m. 
Send sixteen regiments of infantry and all cavalry and artillery to 
Memphis. This will give two full divisions to move from there and 
leave a suf&oiept garrison. I want seven regiments here to fill present 
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organization. Stanley is the only general in his division, and I have 
no one to take his place that can be spared. Will relieve him as soon 
as possible. 

XJ. S. GEAIS^T, 

Major- General 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haeeeoe:, General-in- GUef\ 


La Grange, Tbnn., Novemher 7, 1862. 

I will make a reconnaissance in force to-morrow toward Holly Springs. 
Will not attack or advance, however, unless it is ascertained that the 
enemy are evacuating, until re-enforcements are up. Will have the rail- 
road complete to Davis^ Mill on Monday. I have not the slightest ap- 
prehension of a reverse from present appearances. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok:, General-in-GUef. 


La Grange, Tenn., November 9, 1862. 

Two divisions and 1,200 cavalry are now out on reconnaissance toward 
Holly Springs. The cavalry, under Colonel Lee (Seventh Kansas), had 
two skirmishes yesterday, in which they took 102 prisoners and killed 
17 that they know of. Our reported loss 2 wounded. Eebels com- 
menced evacuating Holly Springs last Thursday, but Pemberton came 
up and turned them back. This army should be supplied with 15,000 
muskets and accoutermeuts, complete, of uniform pattern, delivered at 
Jackson, to supply recruits and replace ‘arms requiring repairs. This 
number would enable us, by making some changes, to have more uni- 
formity of caliber in the different regiments. May I expect forces from 
27ew Orleans and Helena to co-operate"? 

IJ. S. GEAHT, 

Major-General 

General H. W. Halleok, WaeMn0on^ D. G. 


La Grange, Tenn., November 9, 1862—7.50 p. m. 
Ee-enforcements are arriving very slowly. If they do not come on 
more rapidly I will attack as 1 am. But one regiment has yet reached 
Memphis. 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Major-General 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in- Chief, 


War Department, 
Washington,^ Nov^ber 10, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Grange,^ Tenn, : 

Five regiments and one battery left Illinois for Memphis last week. 
Six or seven more will leave this week. Others will be sent from Ohio 
and Kentucky. Memphis will be made the depot of a joiut military 
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and naval expedition on Vicksburg. Tour requisitions for arms must 
be made through the Ordnance Department. If not attended to, report 
that fact. There is a scarcity of first-class arms, and each army must 
take its proportion of lower classes. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General4n- Chief. 

HEADQTJAjBTEES, 

La Grange^ Tenn.^ November 10, 1862 — 7.45 p. m. 

Am I to understand that I lie still here while an expedition is fitted 
out from Memphis, or do you want me to push as far south as possible ? 
Am I to have Sherman move subject to my order, or is he and his forces 
reserved for some special service ? Will not more forces be sent here ? 

XT. S. GRANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief. 


Wae Departmeistt, 
Washington^ November 11, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Grange^ Tenn. : 

You have command of all troops sent to your department, and have 
permission to fight the enemy where you please. 

H. W. 


HALLEOK 


La Geanoe, Tenn., 
November 11, 1862 — 10.30 p. m. 

One hundred and thirty-four prisoners were taken by Colonel Lee, 
Seventh Kansas Cavalry, and 16 rebels killed. Our loss 2 wounded. 
Colonel Lee is one of our best cavalry officers. I earnestly recommend 
him for promotion. 

XJ. S. GRANT, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Q^n. H. W. H allege, General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters Department of the Tennessee, 

La Grange^ November 12, 1862. 

General*: If it is the intention to permit this column to push south 
by the Mississippi Central road and supply it from Memphis, by way of 
the Mississippi and Tennessee road after reaching Grenada, it wili be 
necessary to have six additional locomotives as early as possible. Three 
of them should be sent to Memphis, as all material for repairs would 
have to be taken from that end. 

If there is no expectation of using this route three additional engines 
would still be required. I would respectfully request that they be or- 
dered. Our present force of engines is twenty-two, of which eighteen 
are in working order, three of them being in the shops for repairs about- 
one-half the time. 

At present we draw all our forage for this place from the country and 
about one-half of it for the balance of the department, except the Dis- 
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trict of ^Mejnphi';. This supply ’will probable continue until the 1st of 
January, wlieu it may become'necessary to bring a great part of it over 
the road. . 

1 am, ceueral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ U. S. GEANT, 

Major- General, 


Maj. Geu. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief] Washington, 


La Gbaistg-b, Tenn., 
Isoremher 13, 1852— <2.15 p. m. 

Colonel Lee, with cavalry, entered Holly Springs this morning, driv- 
ing the enemy’s pickets from there and far beyond. He has taken 
about 100 prisoners and killed and wounded many. Lee still in pur- 
suit. The enemy are now south of the Tallahatchie. I do not deem it 
advisable to move from pi'esent position until prepared to follow up any 
success. Twelve additional locomotives are required to supply the army \ 
three at Memphis. Will you direct them ordered? Gan I not have an 
ordnance officer from Saint Louis ordered to Memphis ? 

Tj. s. gea:nt, 

Major-General, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in- Chief, 


Wab Departmekt, 
Washington^ November 15, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Grange^ Tenn, : 

Twelve additional locomotives cannot be sent to you. They cannot 
be procured without seriously other lines. It is not advis- 

able to put railroads ill operation south of Memphis. Operations in 
Northern Mississippi must be limited to rapid marches upon any col- 
lected forces of the enemy, feeding as far as possible upon the country. 
The enemy must be turned by a movement down the river from Mem- 
phis as soon as sufficient force can be collected. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General4n- Chief, 


La Gbange, November 15, 1862. 

Citizens south of us are h-.n iug their homes, and negroes coming in 
by wagon loads. What ^\ iii 1 do with them? I am now having all the 
cotton stiU standing out picked by them. 

H. S. GEANT, 
Major-General, 

General H. W. Haxleoe:, Washington^ D. G, 


Wab Depabtment, 
Washington^ November 16, 1862. 
Major-General Gbant, La Grange^ Tenn, : 

The Secretary of War directs that you employ the refugee negroes 
as teamsters, laborers, &c., so far as yon have use for them, in the quar- 
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termaster^s department on forts, railroads, &c.; also in picking and 
removing cotton, on account of tbe Government. So far as possible, 
subsist them and your army on the rebel inhabitants of Mississippi. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

0eneral4n- Chief, 

Wae Department, 
Washington, November 23, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Orange, Term, : 

Eeport the approximate number of men in your command and the 
number that can be sent down the river to Vicksburg, reserving merely 
enough to hold Corinth and West Tennessee. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Oeneral-iJi- Chief 


La Grange, Tenn., November 24, 1862—9 a. m. 
Memphis has 18,252 men for duty. Being well fortified, 16,000 can 
be spared. From other portions of department troops cannot be spared, 
except to move south on their present lines. I have contemplated an 
attack upon Pemberton, and given my orders accordingly. Sherman 
will move on Wednesday and form junction with my forces south of 
Holly Springs on Sunday next. Steele has been written to to threaten 
Grenada, and Commodore Porter has sent some gunboats to operate 
about the mouth of Yazoo. Must I countermand the orders for this 
movement? It is too late to reach Sherman or Steele before they will 
have moved. Within the department I have 72,000 men. 

U. S. GEAKT, 

Major- General, Commanding, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, Oeneral-in-Chief 


War Department, Washington, November 25, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, La Orange, Tenn, : 

Proposed movements approved. Do not go too far. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in- Chief, 


Holly Springs, Miss., November 29, 1862. 
Troops occupy line 6 miles south of this. Cavalry 4 miles from Tal- 
lahatchie. Considerable skirmishing to-day. Loss slight. 

IJ. S. GEAKT, 

Major-Oeneral, 

General H. W. Halleok, Oeneral-in- Chief, 


Waterford, Miss., December 1, 1862 — 7.30 a, m. 
Our cavalry are now crossing Tallahatchie. Infantry will follow im- 
mediately. The rebels are evidently retreating. If so, I will follow to 
Oxford. Our troops will be in Abbeville to-morrow, or a battle will be 
fought. Sherman is up and will cross the Tallahatchie at Wyatt. 

XT. S. GEAKT, 

Major- OeneraL 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, Oeneral-m-CMef 
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Headquabtees in the FiELI), 

Near AhbcTilIe, December 3, 1862. 

The enemy deserted their fortifications yesterday, destroying all the 
stores they could not carry with them. The weather bad and stream 
somewhat swollen, making it difficult to cross. Some of the cavalry 
swam the river, however, and occupied this place last night. To-day 
pursuit was made to Oxford, coming on rear guard of enemy. Skirmish- 
ing lasted about two hours, resulting in the capture of some 60 rebels. 
The pursuit will contmue to-morrow, but the roads are too impassable 
to get up supplies for a longer continuance of it. General Sherman 
crossing at Wyatt. 

TT. S. GEANT, 

Major-QeneraL 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halebck, General-in- Chief, 


Abbevtllb, Miss., December 3, 1862. 

(Eeceived December 4, 7.15 p. m.) 

A volunteer sent south by General Eosecrans has just returned. Ee- 
ports that Arkansas forces are to cross the river. They will either make 
a stand at Vicksburg and Jackson or combine with forces against Eose- 
crans and abandon Mississippi. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haixeok, General-in-Chief 


JSTeab Abbevixee, Miss., December 4, 1862—12.20 p. m. 

(Eeceived 4.18 p. m.) 

How far south would you like me to go % We are now at Yocony, 
and can go as far as supplies can be taken. I will cut the Mobile road 
south of Tupelo. Would it not be well to hold the enemy south of Yal- 
abusha and move a force from Memphis and Helena on Vicksburg? 
With my present force it would not be safe to go beyond Grenada and 
attempt to hold present lines of communication. I have heard nothing 
from Steele’s expedition, but from the precipitate flight of the enemy I 
think it must have been successful. 

U. S. GEAOT. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAliLEOK, General-in-Chief. 


Oxford, Miss., December 5, 1862 — 1 p. m. 

Eoads have become too impassable to leave railroad any great dis- 
tance. Streams are high. The railroad is now complete to Holly 
Springs and will be to Talhdir.lchie by Monday. From Tallahatchie to 
the Yocony Eiver the enemy were followed so closely that they could 
not destroy the railroad or telegraph. The cavalry under Colonel 
Dickey are still out. If practicable, will tap the Mobile Eailroad before 
returning. If the Helena troops were at my command I think it prac- 
ticable to send Sherman to take them and Memphis troops south of 
mouth of Black [Yazoo] Eiver and thus secure Vicksburg and State of 
Mississippi. 

U. 8. GEANT. 

Maj, Gen. H. W. Haedeok, General-m- Chief. 
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OxPOED, Miss., Decemler 5, 1862 — 1 p. m. 
Cavalry are still in pursuit of retreating enemy. Have captured and 
killed many and forced them to destroy much property, including cars. 
Cavalry will be near Coffeeville to-night. 

TJ. S. GEAHT, 

Major- General j CommaTiding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haelegk, 6eneral4n- Chief. 


Oxford, Miss., December 5^ 1862. 

In my dispatch of this morning, mouth of Yazoo, instead of Black 
Eiver, should have been said. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 

Major- GeTieral. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. TTal l eck, General-in-Chief. 


War Department, 
Washington^ Decernber 5, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, Abbeville^ Miss. : 

Destroy the Mobile road, as you propose. It would also be well to 
disable the others, if possible, to Grenada ; but I think you should not 
attempt to hold the country south of the Tallahatchie. The troops for 
Vicksburg should be back to Memphis by the 20th. If possible, collect 
at that place, for that purpose, as many as 25,000. More will be added 
from Helena, &c. Your main object will be to hold the^ine from Mem- 
phis to Corinth with as small a force as possible, while the largest num- 
ber possible is thrown upon Vicksburg with the gunboats. Keep me 
as fully advised as you can about Bragg^s movements. He may cross 
at Decatur and attack Corinth. 

H. W. HALLBOK, 

General-in- Chief 

War Department, 
Washington^ December 7, 1862. 
Major-General Grant, Abbeville^ Miss.: 

The capture of Grenada may change our plans in regard to Vicks- 
burg. You will move your troops as you may deem best to accomplish 
the great object* in view. You will retain till further orders all troops 
of General Curtis now in your department. Telegraph to General Allen, 
at Saint Louis, for all the steamers you may require. Ask Admiral Por- 
ter to co-operate. Telegraph what are your present plans. 

H. W. HALLBOK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Oxford, Miss., December 8, 1862 — 9 a. m. 

The cavalry under Colonel Dickey have now drawn off, having fol- 
lowed the enemy to Coffeeville. Our loss 9 killed, 66 wounded, and 56 
missing. We have captured about 700 of the enemy, but can make no 
estimate of their killed and wounded. The enemy were forced to burn 
their stores, some oars, and their camp equipage. I will send two 
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divisions to Mempliis in a few days, as soon as I can learn the design of 
the enemy. Do you want me to command the expedition on Yichsbnrg 
or shall 1 send Sherman ? 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Qeneral-in- Chief. 


OxpoBD, Miss., December 8, 1862 — ^10 a. m. 

Up to yesterday no infantry had crossed the Tennessee going south 
from Decatur. Eebel cavalry are busy collecting forage and provisions. 
On line of railroad from Cherokee to Sc’lrillo tin ‘re are about 2,000 cav- 
alry. Great numbers of cars have come up from Mobile toward Jack- 
son, Enterprise, Columbus, and Saltillo. At Mobile and Columbus 
rebels are working night and day on fortitications. The enemy have 
gone south of Yalabusha Eiver. I will try and learn soon if they in- 
tend to stand there. Deserters come in daily from rebel army. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Major-General Halleck:, General-in-CMef. 


OxFOBB, Miss., Decmnber 8, 1862 — 10 p. m. 

Genebal: General Sherman will command the expedition down the 
Mississippi. He will have a force of about 40,000 men. Will land above 
Vicksburg, up the Yazoo, if practicable, and cut the Mississippi Cen- 
tral Eailroad and the railroad running east from Vicksburg where they 
cross Black Eiver. I will cc-oyerate from here, my movements depend- 
ing on those of the enemy. Wkli the large cavalry force now at my 
command I will be able to have them show themselves at different 
points on the Talahatchie and Yalabusha, and whe"' 
occurs make a real attack. After cutting the two .. v.* 

Sherman^s movements to secure the ends desired will necessarily be 
left to his judgment. I will occupy this railroad to Coffeeville. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Majo7'-Ge7ieralj Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief 


Wab D '.r.\y:TVi ^ r, 
Washingto7i. If-i' at'n/' L862. 

Major-General Gbant, Oaford^ Miss. : 

As it is possible that Bragg may cross at Decatur and fall upon Cor- 
inth the security of that place should be carefully attended to. Do not 
make the Mississippi expedition so large as to endanger West Tennes- 
see. Ithirk 2.“),0no men, in addition to the forces to be added from 
Helena, will be sufficient j but send more if you can spare them. The 
President may insist upon designating a separate commander ,• it* not, 
assign such officers as you deem best. Sherman would be my choice as 
the chief under you. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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OxFOED, Miss., Becemier 9, 1862—5 p. m. 

The number of prisoners taken on the advance here proves over 
1,200. Besides these, many deserters come in daily to take the oath 
of allegiance and return home to the border States. I have permitted 
a great many from Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri, of those taken 
in arms, to take the oath and go home. A letter from General McOler- 
nand, just received, states that he expects to go forward in a few days. 
Sherman has already gone. The enterprise would be much safer in 
charge of the latter. 

U. S. GEAl^T, 

Major-GeneraL 

Major-General Haeleok:. 


OXPOED, Miss., December 10, 1862—12 noon. 
Following dispatch just received from Corinth, Miss., December 10, 
1862: 


Maj. Gen. U. S. Gbaot: 

The news from Bragg is that Kirhy Smith is at Mnrfreesborongh, Breckinridge at 
Shelbyville, Bragg a short distance from Tnllahoma. The railroad is finished from 
Athens to Tennessee River, thence to Huntsville. This may account for the acceler- 
ating accumulation of forage on railroad which runs from Florence to that railroad. 
I have seen several men from Bragg’s army with twenty days’ furlough. They say 
Bragg intends to stay where he is. Provisions getting very scarce in Tennessee Val- 
ley and north of it. 

G. M. BODGE, 
JBrigadier^General, 

U. S. GEAFTT, 
Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haleeok, General-in-Chief, 


OxFOEB, Miss., December 10, 1862—3 p. m. 
One of our soldiers, who escaped from rebels and returned, reports 
Price 15 miles south of Grenada, on the Yazoo. From other sources I 
learn that their army is retreating to Jackson. 

U. S. GEAJSTT, ‘ 
Major-General, 

Major-General Haeeeok. 


Oxford, Miss., December 13, 1862. 
Urge the confirmation of McPherson. He commands a wing of 
this army, and it is of vast importance t& the service that he should 
receive it. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in-Chief, 


Oxford, Miss., December 14, 1862. 
The following dispatch from General Dodge just received: 

Corinth, December 14, 1862. 

Major-General Grant: 

A^ the time I sent the force to Tusoumbia I sent a small cavalry force to cut the 
roadv ru nnin g from Tuscumbia, Decatur, Warrenton, and Chattanooga to ColumbuB 
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and Meridian. They have just returned. They ;>‘*iietratcd Alabama 100 miles, and 
ascertained that none of s army had ^one to either Columbus or Meridian by 

way of the east road. The force that was ■ have gone to Meridian were 

conscripts from Alabama aud Georgia, and ' . > quite a lorce of them. Their 

force at Decatur only an outpost of Bragg’s army to watch us and gather provisions ; 
it is small. Several small hands of cavalry are on all the roads mentioned, ’’.g 

forage and provisions. The scout was a very daring and successful one, s •' -i i '- •« 
the dying reports from that quarter. 

‘ ® G. M. DODGE, 

Brigadier- General. 

tr. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General4n- Chief. - 


Oxford, Miss., December 16, 1862 — 6 p. m. 

The following dispatch from General Dodge just received: 

Corinth, Miss., December 16, 1862. 

Major-General Grant: 

I have men in direct from Shelby ville, Tenn. ; left the 8th and crossed the Tennes- 
see at Eastport. All the army at Shelbyville and south had been ordered to Torguo 
[Lavergno], Temi. ; also most of cavalry. The bulk of the stores were kept at Chat- 
tanooga. they having eight days’ on hand. Johnston has entire command and they 
intend to make a stand at Torgne. The bridge at Bridgeport is finished. A large 
number of deserters are coming to our lines from Bragg’s army — West Tennessee and 
Arkansas troops. They corroborate the above generally. When these men left, most 
of Forrest’s cavalry was up on Cumberland River, west of Nashville. Buckners com- 
mand o( ■ ■’b;. . ■’'b s id marched to Torgne December 6. Colonel Warren was 

killed i:s .'g'!' T,.-,*.!'' li .i 

G. M. DODGE, 

Brigadier- General. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hadleck, General-in-Chief. 


Oxford, Miss., December 16, 1862. 

(Eeceived 5.40 p. m.) 

Bragg is said to be going toward the Tennessee Eiver through 
Waynesborough. Eosecrans ought to push them and if possible gun- 
boats ought to be sent up the Tennessee. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in-Chief 


Washington, December 18, 1862—10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant : 

The troops in your dei;!irtiiionl , i iicluding those from Curtis^ command, 
which join down-river expedition, will be dmded into four army corps. 
It is the wish of the President that General McGlernand’s corps shall 
constitute a part of the river expedition and that he shall have the im- 
mediate command under your direction. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General in- Chief. 
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OxPOEB, Miss,, December 21, 1862 — 8 p. m, 
(Eeceived December 26, 8.45 p. m.) 
The rebel cavalry commanded by Yan Dorn made a dash into Holly 
Springs yesterday at daylight, capturing the troops, stores, <&c. Their 
movement from the Yalabusha was very rapid. I heard of their cross- 
ing and ordered force to Pontotoc to intercept them, but they traveled 
as fast as the scouts who brought the news. Next their departure from 
Pontotoc, going north, was reported. All my available cavalry was 
ordered in pursuit and are still out. As the rebels outnumber them 
three to one I do not expect much. When communication was broken 
with the north I had troops concentrate to resist an attack on Jackson. 
Do not know the result. If enemy are falling back north of the Talla- 
hatchie I may find it necessary to send forces to Corinth. I would like 
to send two divisions more to Memphis and join the river expedition 
with them. This would make it necessary to fall back to Bolivar. The 
enemy are falling back from Grenada. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Major-General Commanding, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. H allege, General-in-Chief. 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Tennessee, 
Solly Springs^ Miss.y December 25, 1862. 

Col. J. C. Kelton, Washington^ D. G. : 

I am just sending a large wagon train to Memphis ^fter supplies, and 
avail myself of the opportunity (the first now for over a week) to com- 
municate with the authorities at Washington. I had timely notice of 
the advance of Forrest on the road, in the neighborhood of Jackson, 
and took every means to meet it. General Sullivan was re-enforced 
from the army with me, and forces from Corinth, Forts Heiman, Henry, 
and Donelson sent to co-operate. As the enemy’s force was all cavalry 
and General Sullivan’s nearly all infantry it is possible that they have 
succeeded in evading our troops, so as to do some damage to the rail- 
road, but the extent I have not yet learned. Before any decisive move 
had been made by General Sullivan against the enemy, or by the enemy 
on our railroads, communication was cut between us and a formidable 
move of cavalry fi?om Grenada reported going north. 

This force assembled first at Pontotoc, and as Colonel Dickey was out 
to the east on the Mobile road, with about half of my available cavalry, 
I concluded that the object was to cut him off. I immediately ordered 
all the cavalry that could be spared to Pontotoc, and two brigades of 
infantry with them, with directions to operate from there for the relief 
of Colonel Dickey. Before these troops got in motion, however, I learned 
of the rebel cavalry passing north from Pontotoc and of Colonel Dickey 
passing safely by their rear. I immediately notified all commanders 
north of me to Bolivar of this move of the enemy, and to be prepared to 
meet them, and to hold their respective posts at all hazards. Except at 
this place all have done well, the enemy being repulsed at Ooldwater, 
Davis’ Mill, Bolivar, and Middleburg. This place was taken while the 
troops were quietly in their beds. The commanding officer of the post 
(Col. E. C. Murphy, of the Eighth Wisconsin Yolunteers) took no steps 
to protect the place, not having notified a single officer of his command 
of the approaching danger, although he himself had received warning, 
m tiereinh^foy^ st3^te4, The t^roops oappo^ be W iQV 
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they found themselves surrounded — the first intimation they had of an 
approaching enemy. ITotvrithstanding this surprise many of the troops 
behaved nobly, refusing to be paroled, and, after making their escape 
from the enemy, attacking him without regard to their relative strength. 
Conspicuous among this latter was the Second Illinois Cavalry, which 
was stationed here at the time. Our loss here will probably amount to 
8400,000 of property and 1,500 men taken. 

As soon as I learned that the rebel cavalry had moved north from 
Pontotoc and that Colonel Dickey was safe I ordered all the cavalry 
that could be spared for the purpose (about 1,500 men) to pursue the 
enemy, and not leave them until they were captured or completely 
broken up. They found them near Bolivar, and were close upon their 
heels all day yesterday, compelling the enemy to change his course 
southward, killing and capturing quite a number. Last night the Ped- 
erals and rebels encamped near Saulsbury, and I presume the pursuit is 
still going on. Genera' Hamilton sent a brigade of infantry, with one 
battery, to Salem, to operate against the enemy if he should return by 
that route. Have also sent the remainder of the cavalry force that re- 
turned from the expedition to the Mobile road, to intercept the enemy 
wherever he may attempt to cross the banks of the Tallahatchie. I yet 
hope the enemy will find this a dearly-bought success. 

1 am now occupying the line of the Tallahatchie, with the road strongly 
guarded to the rear. wr.’ii’U' for communication to be oi)ened, to know 
what move next to , It is perfectly impracticable to go farther 
south by this route, dr^pondiug ou the road for supplies, and the country 
does not afford them. ^ );r- 'j*.* •cns- train has so far been fed entirely 
off of the couutiy, and as far the troops have been also. 

For 15 miles east and west of ■ . -Dm Ooffeeville to La Grange, 

nearly everything for the subsistence of man or beast has been appro- 
priated for the use of our army, and on leaving our advanced position 
I had the principal mills I’c.st cd. 

The expedition under (JoIoloI Dickey was quite successful. While 
out he captured about 200 rebels with a fair proportion of horses, arms, 
and equipments: found large quantities of corn collected on the Mobile 
road, which he di-stroyod; also a few cars. The road was completely 
broken up from Saltillo to south of Tupelo. Deports as they are handed 
in to me will be duly forwarded. 

U. S. GEAISTT, 
Major-General, 

War Department, 
Washington^ December 27, 1862. 

Major-General Grant, Mississijgpi : 

I think no more troops should at present be sent against Vick^ibiirg. 
I fear you have already too much weakened your own force. Concen- 
trate and hold only the more important points. 

H. W. 


HALLEOK 


Hdqrs. Thirteenth Army Corps, Dept. Tenn., 

Holly Springs^ Miss,, Jemnary 2, 1863. 
Sir: Herewith I inclose you reports of General Dodge and Colonel 
Mersy, of the Ifinth Illinois Infantry, of our expedition from Corinth, 
on the Mobile and Ohio road.* 


See raid on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, etc., December 13-19, post. 
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I at the same time sent Colonel Dickey, of the Fourth Illinois Cav- 
alrj", with about 1,000 men, jfrom Spring Dale, Miss., to co-operate, 
official report* is yet received from Colonel Dickey, but his expedition 
was evidently successful. He struck the railroad about Tupelo and 
traveled south about 35 miles, destroying all the bridges and culverts 
for the whole of that distance and a large amount of grain that had 
been collected along the line of the road for the use of the rebel army. 
He also destroyed some cars, captured about 120 prisoners and some 
teams and garrison equipage. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 

Col. J. C. Kelton, Washington^ JD. G. 


Holly SPEmas, Miss., January 2, 1863 — 8 a. m. 

Sherman had not succeeded in landing at Vicksburg on Tuesday. 
Kirby Smith has gone there with 30,000 re-enforcements. There is but 
about 8,000 infantry and artillery at Grenada. I will make a dash at 
enemy’s lines of communication that if successful will leave West 
Tennessee easily held, so as to be able to send large re-enforcements to 
Vicksburg if necessary. Sullivan has succeeded in getting a fight out 
of Forrest and whipped him badly ^ captured six pieces of artillery and 
a great many horses and prisoners. Van Dorn was repulsed at every 
point except this, and with heavy loss. Davies should be relieved from 
duty. General McOlernand left Memphis for Vicksburg on December 
30. General Banks is said to be in Kew Orleans. 

XT. S. GEAKT, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAlleck, General-in-Chief. 


Holly Springs, Miss., January 2, 1863. 

Orders limiting this department specially attach Forts Henry and 
Donelson to it. I am also in telegraphic communication with these 
points over Government wires. General Eosecrans now calls my atten- 
tion to interferences with these posts by my generals and wants me to 
correct. If they are parts of General Eosecrans’ command I have no 
desire to interfere. Answer. 

H. S. GEAKT, 

Major-General. 

Major General Halleok, GeneraHn-Ghief. 


War Department, 
Washington^ Jcmmry 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, Solly Springs^ Miss.; 

Forts Henry and Donelson are in your department. I will consult 
General Curtis about the heavy artillery. General Banks will ascend 
the Mississippi as rapidly as possible and assist at Vicksburg. Do not 


But see p. 491. 
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scatter year forces too much. Columbus, Mempliis, Grand Junction, 
and Corinth are the most important points to hold until Vicksburg* is 
taken. If Bragg has been defeated he may fall back upon your line. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Holly Speinos, Miss., January 4, 1863 — 1 p. m. 

Dispatches from Sherman and naval commander were received at 
Helena on 31st. Gunboats were engaging the enemy’s batteries. Sher- 
man was inland 3 miles from Vicksburg hotly * nc.igiMl. From rebel 
sources I learn that Grenada Appeal of 31st says the xankees have got 
possession of If this statement is confirmed I will fall back 

to line of n.pliN :i:ai Oorinth. Since the late raids this department, 
except troops on the river, have subsisted oft* the countiy. There will 
be but little in l^orth Mississippi to support guerrillas in a few weeks 
more. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, Gmeral-in- Chief. 


Holly Springs, Miss., January 5, 1863 — 4 p. m. 

Dispatch just received from Vicksburg to 29th. Sherman has had a 
terrific fight; loss probably 3,000 killed and wounded. Sherman cap- 
tured a fort and nine guns at the point of the bayonet; also enemy’s 
rifle-pits and main ib:*', bur was obliged to fall back, owing to failure 
of troops to come to his support. Fleet was seen coming up the river 
when the boat left Vicksburg; no doubt it was General Banks. This 
is from General Gorman, who did not hear from Sherman direct. I am 
firm in the belief that news from the south that Vicksburg has fallen is 
correct. 

CJ. S. GRANT, 

Major- Gen era Z, Command mg. 

Maj. G-en. H. W. Halleok, General-in-Chief. 


War Department, 
Washington^ January 6, 1863. 
Major-General Grant, Solly Springs^ Miss. : 

I suggest the propriety of immediately concentrating your forces, as 
proposed in a former telegram, so as to be able to re-enforce Sherman 
should it be necessary, or, if not, to co-operate with Rosecrans against 
Bragg’s army. In connection with this, should not all artillery be re- 
moved from points on the east side of the river, between Memphis and 
Columbus, so as to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy % 
New Madrid and Helena must be held on the west side. Without 
heavy artillery the enemy can make no lodgments on the river from 
which they cannot he driven by the gunboats. Gannot Oorinth now be 
supplied from Memphis, or during the winter from Pittsburg, more 
securely than from Columbus, and thus avoid the necessitj' of guarding 
tb© Mobile and Ohio Railroad ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Ceneral4n-Chief 
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Grant’s Headquarters, January 6, 1863. 

To obtain supplies of forage I am gradually falling back to lines of 
Memphis and Corinth. Will leave Holly Springs about 10th. One 
division goes to Corinth. Supplies coming over Memphis and Charles- 
ton Eailroad 5 but so many cars being shut up at Columbus forage and 
fresh meat must be obtained from country. Supplies will last thirty 
days, yet I seize all mills in country and issue corn-meal to great extent. 
Contraband question becoming a serious one. What wiB I do with 
surplus negroes ? I authorized an Ohio philanthropist a few ^ays ago 
to take all that were at Columbus to his State at Government expense. 
Would like to dispose of more same way. 

IJ. 8 . GEAHT, 

Ma^or-Oeneral. 

Maj. G^n. H. W. Hauleok, Generalrin-Ohief. 


Ho. 2 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman^ TT. 8. Army^ of operations Novem- 
her 3-JDecemher 31, including action near Jackson^ Tenn.^ December 19, 
and skirmish at Middlehurg^ December 24. 

Headquarters Post op Bolivar, 

Bolivar^ Tenn., December 31, 1862. 

Sir: For the oflacial information of Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, com- 
manding District of Jackson, I respectftilly report as follows : 

On November 3 the undersigned wasiby order of Major-General 
McPherson placed in command of this post, including the line of rail- 
road between Toone’s Station, 7 miles north, and Grand Junction, 19 
miles south of this point, as well as the country adjacent. On the same 
day the Thirteenth Army Corps moved south, leaving at this post the 
Seventeenth, Forty-third, and Sixty-first Eegiments Illinois and the 
Twelfth Michigan Infantry, then comprising the Third Brigade of the 
Third Division ; also the Fifteenth Ohio Battery, the Fifth Ohio Cav- 
alry, the First West Tennessee Cavalry, and fragmentary detachments 
of commands ordered forward. 

The exigencies of the service have produced frequent changes in the 
forces at this post, leaving them at the present time much reduced in 
effective strength. 

On assuming command I found at this post Col. Fielding Hurst’s 
First Eegiment West Tennessee Cavalry, having upward of 600 men, 
but not armed or equipped nor yet mustered into service. The first 
battalion and two companies of the second have since been mustered, 
and at this time a sufficient number of men await opportunity for mus- 
ter to complete the second and I presume half of the third. 

I regret to report that after constant and persistent efforts I have 
not been able to obtain arms and equipments for but a portion of these 
men, although an abundant supply has during a greater portion of the 
time been on hand, but beyond the reach of all efforts to obtain them. 

The fortifications at this post are strong and well arranged for de- 
fense; a small force is competent to the defense of the post. The 
bridge across the Hatchie (a most important work) remains uninjured, 
though a favorite object of attack. The railroad and buildings within 
my command remain intact. I am gratified in reporting no injury, ex- 
31 R R — ^VOL XVII 
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cept an attempt by Yaii Dorn’s forces on December 24 to destroy the 
trestle work and break the tele^aphic communications near Middle- 
biir^j,*, wliich was frustrated and the injury speedily repaired. 

The ])eopIe at this post and in the vicinity have mostly taken the oath 
of aik\^iance, a great portion observing its obligations in good faith 5 a 
few require wholesome surveillancCj and have it. As the elements of 
mischief are removed and the people have room for a free choice a 
growing and sincere loyalty is app^arcnt. 

It is a source of regret that bainls oi' robbers and guerrillas still infest 
the neigliborhood. At this time several hundred are near this i 3 ost, com- 
mitting outrages on persons and property. With a battalion of good 
cavalry they could be expelled; but as this arm of the- service is want- 
ing their presence is of necessity tolerated. 

It is a mortifying fact, and of which I have heretofore complained, 
that while I cannot procure means to arm and equip the incipient regi- 
ment so long on my hands, these partisan rangers have been permitted 
to market in the streets of Memphis the cotton stolen from citizens, 
and with the avails to purchase and bring out in return all kinds of 
army supplies, including sabers, carbines, and pistols in abundance, 
and ill one instance at least a wagon load of powder; all this in so 
open a manner as to be the subject of notoriety and proof. 

On December 18 instant I received your order by telegraph to bring 
to Jackson all my available force, ‘‘picking up all guards at stations 
on the road except slight guards at On the same day I re- 

jiorted to you by railroad with the V »r \ .. \\i Eegiment Illinois In- 
fiintry, Col. A. Engelmann, 275 men; Sixty-first Eegiment Illinois 
Infantry, Maj. S. P. Ohr, 242 men ; First "West Tennessee Cavalry 
(dismounted), Maj. D. M. Emerson, 83 men ; four guns, Springfield Artil- 
lery, Capt. T. F. Yaughn, 70 men, being in all 670 men, exclusive of 
officers. 

On the evening of the same day the Forty -third and Sixty-first Illf- 
nois Infantry were detailed to march out in front of the enemy, then 
menacing Jackson from the east. Col. A. Engelmann, of the Forty- 
tliird, was charged with the command, with general directions to avail 
himself of the seridces of our cavaliy then in front of him and ascertain 
and position of the enemy, who was reported in large force, 

‘ ; o-v I! cavalry, infantry, and artillery. 

Colonel Meek, of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry ; Major Hayes, of the 
Fifth Ohio Cavalry, and Sergeant Doss, of the Second West Tennessee 
Cavalry, reported to Colonel Engelmann with detachments from their 
commands, numbering some 300 men. This was about 3-J- miles from 
Jackson. Some miles in front the enemy’s camp fires were lighted. 
Colonel Engelmann was dissuaded from a night attack by want of a 
knowledge (T the ground, and his men, -'r — c'-r-r-.] with bfankets and 
V irliout lircs, bivouacked for the night in order of battle. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 19th the enemy advanced in heavy 
force, our cavalry slowly retiring, occasionally checking the enemy by 
well-directed volleys. The enemy’s batteries were brought to bear upon 
them as they paused, but without marked effect. Colonel Engelmann 
skillfully or'i>.e Forty-third a:ul Sixty-first Illinois, under Lieu- 

teuant-<’->U»r •! Dt-ng’or and Major Ohr, respectively", near Salem Cem- 
etery, and in concealed positions cither side of the road, the uatui*e of 
the ground affording at once a view of the enemy’s line of advance and 
])roU'vtio:i from his guns. The enemy fell into the snare thus set for 
tiic:::. Pursuing with oTorwbrbr.-’ng numbers our little band of cav- 
ahy, who warily retired ln. ibri* ihoin, they came within close range of 
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the infantry. They were saluted with a most destructive fire, which 
killed and wounded a large number of men and horses, stopped their 
progress, threw them into panic and confusion, and before they could 
extricate themselves the Forty-third and Sixty -first gave them repeated 
volleys and drove them from the field. 

The cavalry did their work well in bringing the enemy on, fighting 
as they came, and the conduct of the two regiments was as steady and 
gallant as their management was admirable. 

The official reports of Colonel Engelmann, Lieutenant- Colonel Deng- 
ler, and Major Ohr, herewith furnished, are referred to for further de- 
tails of this gallant affair. 

The enemy were soon found making movements to fiank, and pos- 
sibly surround, our littie force, when Colonel Engelmann withdrew 
toward Jackson. While doing so the enemy annoyed him severely by 
discharges of shell from his artillery, posted at Brooks’ house, a place 
notorious as the resort of spies and disloyal citizens. Under this fire, 
from which some loss was suffered, our forces returned to a secure posi- 
tion within a mile of Jackson. 

On the same afternoon, in compliance with General Sullivan’s orders, 
I assumed command of the Forty- third. Fifty-fourth, Sixty-first, Sixty- 
second, and One hundred and twenty-second Begiments Illinois Volun- 
teers, together with the cavalry before mentioned, and having formed 
in line of battle upon the open plantation of Harvey Brown advanced 
upon the enemy. Sharp skirmishing took jdace on each flank as we 
steadily advanced^; and in front covered by timber, and having advan- 
tage of a deep and wide ravine, the ehemy seemed ready to dispute 
our progress, our cavalry being disposed in front and on either flank, 
and our line of skirmishers kept the way clear. The enemy, however, 
gave way and we reached (still in line of battle and without serious in- 
terruptioti) the elevated ridge at Brooks’ farm, from which the enemy’s 
artillery had shelled our small force in the morning.. Here we were 
joined hy Vaughn’s artillery, and darkness coming on we paused for the 
night. Pickets and scouts were thrown out, camp fires were built, and 
the men sought repose upon the ground, with their arms ready for 
instant use. We were not, how^ever, disturbed, the enemy having, as 
since shown, abandoned their position as soon as we advanced in force, 
moving in the direction of Humboldt and Trenton. 

On the following morning the Sixty-second Illinois Volunteers hav- 
ing been detached from my command, and Colonel Lawler, command- 
ing tiie Second Brigade, having under General Sullivan’s order passed 
to the front, the march was at an early hour resumed in the direction 
of Lexington. At noon cannonading was heard to the north, indicating 
an attack on Humboldt or Trenton. The Second Brigade took the road 
to Spring Creek 5 mine continued on the road to Lexington, halting 
for the night within 10 miles of that place. Major Hayes, however, 
with his command, pressed forward to Lexington, finding no enemy. 

On the morning of the 21st (Sunday) the whole command returned to 
Jackson, and on the 22d I returned, with Captain Vaughn’s artillery, 
to this post, the rest of my command remaining for other duty. 

The reports herewith furnished detail the further operations of the 
Forty-third and Sixty-first Illinois after being severed temporarily from 
my command.* 

The cavalry has doubtless reported to district headquarters. The 


* See reports of Engelmann, Dengler, and Fry, in Forrest’s operations, December 15, 
1862-nJamiary 3, 1863, in West Tennessee. Ohr’s report not found. 
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detachment of the First West Tennessee Cavalry was assigned to duty 
(dismounted) under Captain Tliompson, in connection with an expedi- 
tion to Trenton, and participated in the battles by which that post and 
Humboldt were retaken. It has since returned to this post. 

On returnir.^r to this post I found the Forty-third Ohio, Colonel 
Swaynt*; Sixty -third Ohio, Colonel ^ . • . and the Fiftieth Indiana, 

Colonel Dunham, which had arrive = ■ defense of the post, then 

threatened hourly by a large force. Several thousand cavalry and 
mounted infantry", under Yan Dorn (the same that had captured Holly 
Springs), had been for two days in the neighborhood, seeking the favor- 
able moment for the capture of Bolivar, evidently advised of its condi- 
tion by parties resident here. Every preparation was made for defense 
and the utmost vigilance enforced. 

On the 23d sharp encounters took place between advanced parties, 
the cautious advance of the enemy’s entire force. At 11 
p. ra. the Sixth Illinois, Seventh Kansas, and the Third Michigan Cavalry 
arrived, under Colonel Grierson, 1,500 strong, sent by General Grant 
in px:r.«5uit. 

-Vt 3 o'clock on the morning of the 24th all was ready j the enemy 
drove in our mounted pickets a little after daylight ; at 7 o’clock they 
appeared in force and drove in onr infantry, pickets. Having gotten 
possession of one of our outer in trenchments, which, owing to the small- 
ness of our force we could not occupy, they fired upon a squad of men 
belonging to the Fiftieth Indiana, who stood their ground until 

the main body of the enemy apx)roached in line of bii: .N*. ('olonel 
Grierson prematurely brought his cavalry into full view of the enemy, 
by advancing to the ridge which they were approaching, and which 
would have soon brought them within the range of our guns. The enemy 
then retired, apparently to attack at another point. Preparations were 
made to meet them. 

All attempts at a surprise being found vain, and our force too strong 
for direct attack, the enemy relinquished the design upon Bolivar and 
sought alleviation of his disappointment by rushing upon the feeble 
defenses at l^Jiddleburg. Colonel Graves, with a small portion of 
the Twelfth Michigan, about 140 in number, occupied the position, 
strengthened by a small stockade and a few available buildings, and 
favored by the nature of the ground. The remainder of his regiment 
was scattered along the railroad and on duty here, having been (l(‘.tml(‘d 
to supply the vacancy created by the transfer of all other available 
forces to Jackson. 

So soon as the desigi. of the enemy upon ?»rid<lk:l)urg became apparent 
I directed Colonel Grierson to follow and precipitate his force upon the 
enemy’s rear, being satisfied that Colonel Graves was fully prepared, 
and would with his little band make a gallant resistance, and hold out 
until aid could arrive. Though the distance is but 7 miles, Colonel 
Graves had, after a most gallant contest of two and one-half hours, 
beaten the enemy’s vastly superior force and compelled him to retreat 
before the cavalry r.ppc-ared. 

The official copy of Colonel Graves’ report is here furnished, from 
which the inci‘lents of the battle and its results may be learned.’^ 

I cannot withhold the expression of admiration and grutiliKh^ whicli 
the heroic conduct of Colonel Graves and his men 
assailed by a force twenty times their number, doubtless exasperated 
by failure at this point and tiushed with confidence of an easy* victory, 
they defended themselves with a skill, determination, and success that 


See No. 21. 
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does tliem great honor. With such commanding officers and such 
soldiers as the Eorty-third and Sixty-hrst Illinois and the Twelfth 
Michigan furnish results like those at Salem Cemetery and Middleburg 
may well be anticipated. 

During the contest the enemy set fire to the superstructure of the 
railroad and cut the telegraph wire in several places, but did not stay 
to complete their work, and the injury was in a few hours repaired, 

I am gratified to report that this is the only injury done to public 
property within the limits of this post during" the period of my com- 
mand. 

The enemy fied south from Middleburg, pursued but not overtaken 
by our cavalry. Keither have since returned to this vicinity. 

Bands of guerrillas still infest the neighborhood under Street, Eich- 
ardson, and others, carrying away citizens, stealing horses, and sub- 
sisting by plunder. At present they harbor in the bends of the river, 
a few miles above here, in the neighborhood of Somerville. They watch 
our forage trains and assail such of our men as stray beyond our lines, 
making occasional captures. With a small efficient cavalry force I can 
readily drive them from their haunts 5 but having none I can only 
guard against trespasses upon the immediate lines at this post and give 
escort to forage trains. 

The bridge at this point, to destroy which several attempts have been 
made, is strongly guarded day and night. The defenses are effectually, 
though not numerously, manned and safe. 

The officers and men are as faithful and vigilant in camp as they are 
brave and patient in the field. What little has been done has been well 
done, and I am gratified in believing that the service has received no 
detriment here. Oapt. John Pertz, Forty-third Illinois ; Oapt. W. L. 
Bamum, Eleventh Missouri; Maj. D, M. Emerson, First West Tennes- 
see Cavalry, and Lieut. 0. B, Smith, Sixty-first Illinois, detailed for 
staff duty ,* Dr. H. M. Starkloff, Forty-third Illinois, post surgeon ; Oapt. 
W. B. Lebo, assistant commissary, and Lieut. W. W. McFarland, Fifth 
Ohio Cavalry, acting post quartermaster, have discharged their duties 
with fidelity and efficiency. 

The reports and tables herewith furnished,* together with the returns 
usual at the close of the month and year, will advise the general com- 
manding with regard to the casualties attending recent operations and 
of the present condition of the post. 

With thanks to the general commanding for many evidences of con- 
fidence and regard, I remain, your obedient servant, 

M. BEAYMAJSr, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

Lieut. A. J. Buchanan, A. A. A. G.j District of Jaclcson. 


No. 3. 

Report of Col. Mortimer D. Leggett^ Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry^ of re- 
connaissance from La Grange toward Somerville^ Tenn., November 5. 

Headquarters Sbventy-eiuhth Ohio Infantry, 

La Grange^ November 5, 1862. 

Sir : In obedience' to the verbal orders of General Logan I started at 
8 o’clock this morning, in command of the Thirtieth Illinois and Seventy- 
eighrh Ohio Infantry, one section Second Illinois Artillery, four com- 


XT-J. J*- - 
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panics Second and tliree companies Seventh Illinois Cavalry, to recon- 
noiter in the direction of Somerville. 

The infantry and artillery went about 7 miles and the cavalry about 
13. ATe found no enemy in force; small squads of rebel cavalry kept 
at a safe distance in advance of our cavalry ; Major Mudd, in command 
of our cavalry, captured 3, one of them reputed to be a lieutenant. 

The citizens report a camp of 500 rebel cavalry 6 miles west of Som- 
erville and a larger force near La Fayette. 

The men of all the dijBterent detachments behaved uTirxror-tion.nMy. 
I believe there was not a single straggler and no u'‘ ;my 

kind committed. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

M. D. LEGCETT. 

Lieut. B. Bradley, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


m. 4. 

Report of Got, Isaac 0. PugJi^ Forty-first Illinois Infantry^ of reconnais- 
sance from La Grange^ Tenn.^ toward Lamar^ Miss., and sJcirmisJi at 
Worsliaw?s Creek, November 6. 

Sir : In obedience to orders from General J. G. Lauman I assumed 
the command of the force cor.iposed of the Third Iowa, For!\ fi- -t Illi- 
nois, Fifty -third Illinois, One hundred and third Illinois Begiments, 
two companies of Second and two of Seventh Illinois Cavalry, with one 
section of artillery, under command of Captain Spear. 

I proceeded with the command at 1 o’clock the 6th of hTovember down 
the Holly Springs road to Worsham’s Creek, 5 miles from camp, when 
we met the enemy. I ordered up the artillery and fire-"' 
rounds, when I had the artillery advanced 400 yards, ■ : i::'-* 

Spear shelled the woods in advance. I then ordered the cavalry force 
forward and moved the whole column at the same time. The cavalry 
engaged the enemy, who were mounted, and retired slowly about 4 miles, 
exchanging shots all that distance. 

The enemy lost 1 man killed, 2 prisoners, and a number of them are 
supposed to be wounded. 

The men and ofScers under my command acted with great coolness. 
The cavalry officers and men acted with great gallantry. 

We proceeded to within 2 miles of Lamar, at which point I turned the 
command back, and arrived in camp about 10 o’clock p. m. No cas- 
ualties on our side. 

1. 0. PUGH, 

Col. ALst III. Yols., Gomdg. Ist Brig.y Ath Liv., W. Tenn. 

H. Adjutamt-General. 


No. 6. 

Reports ofMaj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. 8. Army, of reconnaissance 
from La Grange, November 8-9, 1862, and of the evamation of Holly 
Springs, January 9-10, 1863. 

Lamar, November 8, 1862 — 8.16 p. m. 
General : We have had quite a skirmish IJ miles in advance of this 
point and captured 72 prisoners, among whom are 8 commissioned offl- 
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ccrs, priiicipcilly due to. the cavalry under Colonel Lee. We have 2 
wounded aud the enemy 15. The inclosed sketch* vtdll give you an 
idea of our position and the manner in* which the rebel cavalry were 
captured. 

Colonel Lee kept on the straight road past A some distance and made 
a detour around to B, coming in on the flank of the rebel column as it 
was l)eing driven back from A by the infantry of Colonel Johnson’s 
brigade. General Quinby has not yet come up, though I am expecting 
liiin every moment. 

The reports as to whether the rebels have left Holly Springs and Cold- 
water are very conflicting. Some say the infantry has all gone ; others 
that they are there in strong force. The prisoners generally say that 
we will be whipped to-morrow, and that if we expect to get to Cold- 
water without a heavy fight we are very much mistaken. A man told 
Colonel Johnson this evening that the order was given to evacuate 
Holly Springs, but that some general came up and put a stop to it, say- 
ing the 3 " would fight there ; they could not better their position by fall- 
ing back. Colonel Lee is in advance and may report something more 
definite; if so, I will let you know immediately. 

Very respectfully, 


Major-General Grantt. 


JAS. B. MoPHEESOi^, 

Major- General, 


Lajmlar, JSfovemler 8 — 10.30 p, m. 

We have captured 40 more of the enemy and killed 16 that we know of. 

Colonel Lee’s pickets are in Hudsonville. The enemy know we are 
out with a force, which they estimate at 15,000. It is still uncertain 
whether the enemy are in strong force at Coldwater. Colonel Lee is 
instructed to push forward cautiously in the morning, and if possible 
ascertain what is there, t 

JAS. B. MoPHEESOJS^ 

Major-General 

Major-General Grant. 


Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, 

La Grange j Tenn.j January 13, 1863. 

General: Having just seen in one of the late Memphis papers 
rumors to the elfect that Holly Springs was burned by our troops and 
that a large rebel* force followed us, entering the town shortl}^ after we 
left, I will simply state the facts in the case to show that these reports 
are all untrue. 

On Frida^^ evening after you left I telegraphed to the train master at 
Grand Junction to ascertain how many trains he could send down the 
next day, and -he replied that he would have three in Holly Springs be- 
fore noon. These I thought sufficient to carry off all the property, and 
accordingly iskied orders for the ammunition train and quartermaster’s 
trains to start for La Grange at 7 a. m. Saturday morning, escorted by 
two regiments of infantry- and Major Bush’s battalion Second Illinois 
Cavalry. 

Learning that numerous threats had been made to burn the town I 
sent word to Colonel Loomis to double the guards and exercise in- 


Not found. 


tSee also Grant’s report of Novemher 9, 1862, p. 468. 
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(ireased vigilance, and turned out a part of mj escort and the company 
of regular cavalry there as mounted patrols to drive all soldiers not 
belonging to the guard back to their camps, ordered strong camp guards 
to keep them in, and sent all stray negroes to the contraband camp. 

I was riding about the town a great part of the night with Colonel 
Loomis and succeeded in putting out several fii- < idiug an\ 

important houses from being burned, exceptthe ■hilujiigli 

there were a number of small unoccupied frame structures on the north 
aud east side of the town destroyed. 

Saturday at 7 a. m. the wagon trains started as directed. The patrols 
were kept up during the day and no one allowed in town except on busi- 
ness, and citizens ordered to stay at home. 

At 12 m. General Lauman was directed to strike his camp and have 
his command ready to march at a moment’s notice. Cotton and prop- 
erty of various kinds had during tlm forenoon accumulated to such an 
extent at the depot that two more trains, making five in all, would be 
necessary to remove everything. These I telegraphed for and the 
answer came back that they would be down before dark. 

At 3 p. m. General Lauman was directed to send all his train to the 
north side of Ooldwater, escorted by two regiments of infantry, and 
park there. When the last train arrived the pickets were called in and 
the column put in motion for Coldwater just as the train was loaded 
and ready to rexurn with everything on board except two boxes of cav- 
alry c-v ij which were accidently left. 

i •■■■I :il after 9 o’clock, when all the troops had left except 

400 of Colonel Grierson’s cavalry, which had orders to scour the town 
and remain until next morning, when they could fall back to their camp 
at Coldwater. There were no houses on fire when I left, and Colonel 
Grierson reports that none were burned during the night. The com- 
mand camped at Coldwater, and the next morning was put in motion 
for La Grange and Moscow, whickpoints were reached that same even- 
ing without accident or molestation. The troops along the line of the 
railroad were instructed to fall back and join their respective commands 
as soon as all property was removed from Hudsonville and Lamar. 

Sunday morning after onr cavalry left about 40 of Mitchell’s guerrillas 
came in town but remained only a short time, 

Monday Colonel Grierson went in with two regiments of cavalry, re- 
mained from 9 a. m. until nearly 1 p. m., scouted the country in every 
direction and could see or hear nothing of any enemy. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JAS B. McPHEESOK, 

Major-General, 

Maj. Gen. T7. S. Grant, Mem;plm Tenn, 


6 . 

Eeports of Col, Albert L, Lee^ Seventh Kansas Cavalry^ of sJcirmish at 
Solly Springs^ November 13, and of eoapedition from Grand Junction to 
Ripley, November 19-20. 

Holly Sprinds, Miss., November 13, 1862-— daylight. 
Geijeral: I have just entered this city and my picVt^: r.r- p«*l!iili.,g 
the ‘^sacred soil” some 2 miles below it. I found a 
of ea^^alry, but they skedaddled. We charged their pickets 2 miles 
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north of town, capturing 4 and killing 1 man. ISTo loss on our side. 
Eebel infantry is below Tallahatchie; cavalry at Lumpkin’s Mill and 
vicinity. I shall send there this morning. Lumpkin’s^ Mill is 7 miles 
south. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry Division. 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 


Holly Springs, Miss., Ifovemler 13, 1862--^ a. m. 

General : We have pursued the enemy 4 miles below this city, kill- 
ing and capturing. I have taken prisoner a captain and commissary of 
subsistence on Van Dorn’s staff. He says Yan Dorn is not in arrest. I 
find a hospital miles from town with a number of convalescents. In 
all I have about 100 prisoners, and the work is going on. 

Yery respectfully, 

A. L. LEE, 

Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Division. 

Maj. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, 

Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 


Holly Springs, Miss., November 13, 1862 — 3.30 p. m. 

General : I have been skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry all day. 
They have had up five regiments. We have just ended an affair in 
some force, and they are now advancing on us openly with artillery. 
General Sullivan is here, but thinks he may have exceeded orders, and 
feels delicate about engaging in any fight now to hold this place. If 
you will allow me to express my opinion, we should be immediately 
re-enforced or not expected to hold the place. I believe their infantry 
is mainly, if not quite, the other side of Tallahatchie ; some may be this 
side. I have been nearly to Lumpkin’s Mill, and their strong" force of 
cavalry followed me back. Have captured a lieutenant and several 
men. Please send instructions to me immediately and to the infantry 
behind me. General Sullivan decides to fall back to Ooldwater, fear- 
ing an engagement. I continue to occupy the place, and shall do so 
until further orders. 

A. L. LEE,^ 

Oolonelj Commanding Cavalry Division. 

General IJ. S. Grant, OommomMng. 


Headquarters Cayalry Division, 

Solly Springs, Miss., November 13, 1862 — ^9 p. m. 

General : An officer I sent this afternoon to examine the railroad 
bridges over Ooldwater has already reported to General Quinby that 
the two bridges were sound and the rails in order. He rode over the 
two bridges on a hand-car and went within 2 miles of Lamar. From 
what my men have seen and the statement of the laborers on the road 
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I fully believe tbe road to be in perfect order from Holly Springs to 
Lamar. I learn tiie force of cavalry which attached us this afternoon 
to consist of five regiuieiits. commanded by Jachson in person. In 
repulsing them we killed one oMcer and several of their men and horses. 
1 tliiiih T'.i(-y have fallen back to Lumpkin^s Mill. Our pickets are 2 
miles south of the town. Their line of pickets is about one-half or 
three-fourths of a mile in front of us. In the attack of to-day they used 
three pieces of artillery. I have no good reason to believe, however, 
that their infantry (in force, at least) is this side of the Tallahatchie. I 
learn that General Sullivan has fallen backnear Lamar. I shall endeavor 
to hold this position until you desire it vacated. I think I can do it. I 
sent to headquarters by General Sullivan seven commissioned officers, 
captured to-day. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Golonely Commanding Cavalry Division. 

General IT. S. Guaj^t, Commanding. 


HeADQTJAJBTEUS CAYAXiBY DIVISION, 

Ifear Grand Junction^ Tenn.j November 22, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that leaving camp at noon of 
the 19th with detachments from the Seventh Kansas, Second Iowa, and 
the Third Michigan Eegiments of Cavalry, in all 1,024 men, I encamped 
at night 10 miles northwest of Eipley. At mnliilght I resumed the 
march and before daybreak had completely surrounded the city of Eip- 
ley without disturbing its inhabitants. In the town I found sleeping 
Lieutenant-ColoT»el Hovis, of the Second Mississippi, Colonel Palkner^s 
regiment 5 also Major Eogers, of the Second Mississippi Infantry. Sev- 
eral private soldiers were also found. I here learned that Colonel 
Ealkner and his men were to meet - at a point 13 miles 

south of Eipley for the purpose of , ■ scattered companies 

of bis regiment and march to join the rebel army at Abbeville. I sent 
large detachments on every road radiating from Eipley in search of the 
enemy, and myself with 400 men left for the meeting of Ealkner. Ar- 
riving within 2 miles of the place of meeting his pickets fired on us and 
galloped to the main body. From prisoners afterward taken we learned 
that Colonel Ealkner immediately ordered his force to mount and gal- 
loped away. AYe dashed on, overtaking his rear guard, firing many 
shots, when they scattered in the woods in all directions. 

We took here several prisoners, including officers. Ealkner with 
about 100 men escaped by dint of the hardest running, going in direc- 
tion of Holly Springs. AYe had parties on all roads leading to this 
place of meeting and crips nred frequently small squads of men, fre- 
quently led by an officer. \\\‘ a!>o relieved the county of such stock as 
our present necessities required. 

On the present expedition Tippah County has been completely run 
over, our scouting extending 15 miles south of Eipley through the Hick- 
ory Plats. On my return I sent a regiment through the country below 
Salem and through that town. This column made se^ • •r’' i r.. ^ 

I consider Colonel Falkner’s regiment now broken !•«;. .■■n! \ 

of reorganization, and a great source of petty annoyance to our lorces 
entirely removed. 

I report prisoners sent this morning and enumerated in inclosed list.* 


Not found. 
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Commissioned officers, 7 ; enlisted men, 46 ; paroled on account of ill- 
ness or wounds, by myself, 7 ; total, GO. Taken oath of allegiance and 
released : T. J. Adkins, second lieutenant, Third Tennessee Infantry. 

Stock captured : Horses, 81 ; mules, 67 ; total, 148. This stock is in 
the hands of the division quartermaster, and being issued to regiments 
of this division as they need. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry Divi&ion, 

Capt. E. M. Sawyer, 

Asst, Adjt. Qm.j JSdqrs, Left Wing^ Army of the Tenn. 


E'o. 7. 

Bejgort of Brig, Gen, Charles 8, Hamilton^ V. 8. Army^ of shirmish at 
LumpJcin^s Mill, Miss,^ November 29, 1862. 

Lumpkin’S Mill, November 29, 1862—3.15 p. m. 
General : Lee had quite a skirmish here and lost 1 man killed and 
3 wounded. The rebel cavalry made a stand in force. He has pushed 
the enemy some 3 miles beyond this point. 

Plenty of water here, but country very broken and hilly. Divisions 
are going into camp. Eorage is scarce* it having been pretty well 
cleaned out. Lee has used a section of Parrott guns for the last two 
hours. 

I will report the result of Lee’s operations on hjs return. Quite a 
number of rebels have been killed here. 

There is good camping ground here for McPherson’s whole force. 
We have captured two limbers from enemy. 

C. S. HAMILTON, 

Brigadier- General, 

General Grant. 


No. 8. 

Reports of Col. Tlieophilus Lyle Lickey, Fourth Illinois Cavalry j of skir- 
mishes about Oxford^ December 1-3 ; skirmish at Spring Dale Bridge^ 
December 3; skirmish at Water Talley. December 4c ; engagement at 
Cojfeeville^ December 5, and expedition against the Mobile and • Ohio 
Railroad^ December 14-19. 

Hdqrs. U. S. Forces, Cay. Diy., 13th Army Corps, 
Gamp near the Yocknapatalfa River, Miss., December 7, 1862. 
Colonel : In obedience to the order of the major-general command- 
ing I have the honor to report that at 10 p. m., December 1, while at 
the headquarters of Major-General McPherson, near Old Waterford, and 
5 miles north of the Tallahatchie Eiver, a communication was received 
from Major-General Grant advising me that the enemy had left his 
works at the river; that part of our cavalry had crossed and others 
were crossing, and ordering me to push on at daylight, take command 
of all the cavalry, and follow the enemy (if retreating) as long as any 
results were likely to follow. 

At daylight, on Tuesday, December 2, attended by Lieut. J. H. Wil- 
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son, Topo^*:rapbical Enginec:! '-. acting as my assistant adjutant-general, 
and by Lieuu G. T. Davis, of tlie Eleventh Illinois Infantry, iny acting 
division quartermaster, and an escort of 10 troopers, Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry, under the command of Sergeant Baylor, I pushed rapidly to 
the fro. y command on the march. 

On \vhen the pursuit began, the Second Cavalry 

Jhigaca.c. ; ..td Colonel Hatch, eoii>i>tiiig of eight companies 
of the Second Iowa Cavalry, Major Coon 5 the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Prince, and a battalion of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, 
Major Bicker, was near Old Wateiibrd. The First Cavalry Brigade*, 
commanded by Col. A. L. Lee, comprisii^g the Fourth Illinois Cav- 
alry, Lieutenant-Colonel McCullough; the Seventh Kansas, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Herrick, and one battalion of the Second Iowa, Major Love, 
with the Third Michigan Cavalry, commanded by Major Moyers, being 
part of the Third '* . ! tr- ' porarily attached to Colonel Lee’s 

command, were at *'. * h' . near Abbeville, and the Sixth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, Colonel Grierson, was on the north side of the Talla- 
hatchie, near Wyatt’s Ferry, about 8 miles from Abbeville, with orders 
from Major-General Sherman to join me at Oxford, some 13 miles south 
of the Tallahatchie. Finding the road obstructed by the march of Gen- 
eral Logan’s division, Colonel Hatch was ordered to take his brigade to 
the crossing of the Tallahatchie by a lateral route to the right and march 
to the front as rapidly as possible. 

I pushed rapidly forward and overtook Colonel Lee at Abbeville. He 
had sent the Third Michigan Cavalry, Major Moyers, on a route toward 
Oxford, west of the railr ‘ud, and his own brigade proper, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel -dcCall'.isuli, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, on the main 
Oxford road east of the railroad, Colonel Lee himself being at the time 
somewhat unwell and riclir.giu an ambulance. I o%"ertook Mv rs.’h?; 
command 4 miles beyond Abbeville, and sent Captain Wardlaw, Fourth 
Illiuois Cavalry, with his company across to the railroad (three-fourths 
of a mile distant), where a party of rebels were destroying some trestle- 
work. In forty minutes he returned, having captured the entire party, 
tlS prisoners with h orses and arm s, . u; . d i » ■ g on e of the en emy . Mo vin g 
on to the head of the column I found Colonel Lee had arrived and was 
skirmishing sharply near Oxford, where the enemy were resisting with 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery. After considerable fighting the enemy 
(at 4.30 p. m.) was driven from the town, and Colonel Lee’s column 
occupied the place for the night. 

At a mile from Oxford, while Lee was fighting, sharp firing was 
heard on the hills to the right, which afterward proved to be the Third 
Michigan Cavalry engaging the enemy on that route. An effort was 
made to communicate with them by a detachment sent to the right, 
but this failed by the lateness of the hour and the impassable character 
of the country. 

At 6 p, m. Colonel Hatch reported his command in camp 5 miles to 
the rear on the main road. A courier having crossed by way of Colonel 
Hatch’s camp at 10 p. m. brought information that the Third Michigan 
had encamped about opposite Hatch and west of the railroad, after 
having fought the enemy till near dark and fallen back. A detach- 
ment sent from Oxford that night found the road to the camp of the 
Third ^r* -Mgcui T.-ee from the enemy. 

On , :iii; morning Colonel Hatch’s brigade was ordered for- 
ward ill pursuit on the main Coffeeville roml ; Colonel Lee’s brigade 
advanced on a route east of the main road. Colonel Mizuer, of the 
Third Michigan, having reported for duty, was ordered to take com- 
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maud of his brigade, consisting of the Third Michigan Cavalry and the 
Sixth Illinois Cavalry, under Colonel Grierson, which had reported that 
morning from Major-General Sherman’s wing of the army. Colonel 
Mi 2 ;ner was ordered to send the Sixth Illinois Cavalry to scour the 
country to the west as far as the Tallahatchie, reporting by courier 
directly to Major-General Grant, and to hold the Third Michigan in 
Oxford, ready to support, at a moment’s notice, either Colonel Lee or 
Colonel Hatch. Having made this disposition of my command I re- 
mained in Oxford in communication with both columns. Very soon 
after Lee’s brigade left the town Colonel Hatch reported that he had 
overtaken the enemy 3 miles from Oxford and was skirmishing with 
the rear guard, advancing steadily. At once a courier was dispatched 
to Colonel Lee, advising him of the fact and directing him to move 
cautiously and guard well his right flank. This courier lost his way 
and was taken prisoner. About the same time your note enjoining 
caution and ordering me to push the enemy as far as possible was 
received. 

At 9 o’clock p. m. on December 3 couriers brought advices that Lee 
had crossed the Yockna, or Yocknapatalfa, on the Paris road, about 
8 miles due south from Oxford, having driven the enemy from a burn- 
ing bridge and repaired it. About the same time a dispatch from 
Hatch reported that the enemy had burned the bridge on the main 
Coffeeville road and had thus far successfully resisted his attempt to 
cross ; that he had been skirmishing most of the day and was at the 
Yockna, and the enemy in considerable force on the opposite bank. At 
once orders were sent to Lee to move cautiously, bearing to his right, 
down the river, and to co-operate with Hatch in eflecting a crossing, 
and not to advance till the south side of the river was cleared of the 
enemy and Hatch communicated with ; and to Hatch, that if he failed 
to effect a crossing in the morning he should turn up the river to some 
point where he could cross, and*that he should approach or join Lee’s 
column after crossing, and both, when in communication, should move 
on toward Coffeeville. 

Before daylight on the 4th couriers reported Hatch had crossed the 
Yockna at Prophet Bridge, some 18 miles from Oxford and 7 miles 
from Water Valley, and about the same distance down the river fi[*om 
the burned bridge. Again couriers were dispatched, ordering Lee and 
Hatch to approach each other, communicate before advancing, and then 
pursue the enemy hotly. 

At 8 a. m. on December 4 Colonel Mizner was sent with the Third 
Michigan Cavalry and one piece of artillery, under Lieutenant S. T. 
Durkee, of Battery G, Second Illinois Artillery, to join and co-operate 
with Hatch, while I proceeded on Colonel Lee’s route with another 
piece of artillery, commanded by a sergeant of the same company, 
escorted by a detachment of cavalry. Major-General McPherson, at 
my request, had sent me the two pieces or artillery. I overtook Lee 
near Water Valley, which he was reconnoitering before entering. Here 
Colonel Hatch came up with his command, and the two brigades en- 
tered the town about the same time. The enemy had crossed the 
Otiickalofa and burned the wagon bridge, about a mile from the town. 
It had turned out that Lee and Hatch had failed to communicate with 
each other; that Hatch, on the morning of the 4tb, pushed directly for 
Water Valley, entered the town before noon, skirmishing sharply Vith 
the rear of that part of the enemy that had crossed the Yockna at and 
below the railroad crossing and the burnt bridge, drove them through 
the town and across the Otuckalofa. About this time he discovered a 
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strong rebel force from tbe northeast, upon bis left and 

rear, and witlidreTv ■ back through the village to a strong 

position, facing the road upon which the approaching force was ad- 
vancing. The enemy attacked with determined vigor with a force of 
cavalry, estimated at eight riginn ris: but after a fierce fight was 
worsted and driven back with considerable loss. Another detachment 
of the enemy at this moment threatened the rear of Colonel Hatches 
command. Leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Prince with the Seventh Illinois 
to hold the ground Colonel Hatch went with the rest of his command 
to the rear, on the route he had advanced over. At this juncture 
Colonel Lee’s comm and made its appearance from the northeast. Colonel 
Prirc, . it io be another detachment of the enemy, thought 

it p \\ sl'cr.ii^ to the northwest, on the road upon which 

he had advanced. The former approaching, learned from prisoners 
that Colonel Hatch had been in Water Yalley, had had a fight, and 
afterward fell back. Inferring that Colonel Hatch had been beaten 
he advanced with great caution, waiting to communicate with Hatch. 
The country being hilly and densely wooded it took some time to estab- 
lish communications. By this chapter of accidents the enemy found 
time to escape across the Otuckalofa and burn the bridge near the 
railroad; but we arrived in time to save the railroad bridge. We 
bivouacked on the north bank of the river. While here it was reliably 
ascertained that Federal forces from Helena had been at or near Gren- 
ada and on the railroad to the northwest — infantry at Charleston, cav- 
alry at Oakland — and that some cavalry fighting had taken place at the 
latter point on Tuesday and Wednesday. The desire to communicate 
with these forces, relying somewhat upon the moral effect of theij^ pres- 
ence at this point, determined me to press the enemy one day longer. 

Colonel Mizner’s command, with one piece of artillery, was ordered 
to take the advance on F *■'!. . : *■ followed by Lee’s brigade, and 

that by Colonel Hatch’s. * • ■ delay occurred in getting across 

the river, and Colonel Lee, having found a bridge near liis camp, reached 
the main road on the south side of the Otuck (us it is familiarly called), 
before the advance of Colonel Mizner’s command. To avoid "delay he 
was ordered to take the advance, and did so, followed by Colonel Miz- 
ner’s command, and his by that of Colonel Hatch’s. Thus the entire 
command was concentrated, and, from the absence of parallel roads, 
compelled to move on the same road. 

At about 2 o’clock the head of the column came up with the rear of 
the enemy and pressed him sharifiy. Having discovered a small party 
of rebel cavalry on our right carefully watching our movements, a de- 
tachment was sent to dislodge it, and an order was sent to Colonel Lee, 
at the head of the column, to move cautiously, throw out strong flankers, 
aud show a wide front. Colonels Hatch and Mizner were also directed 
to throw out flankers at the head of each of their commands. 

Eiding rapidly to the front I found one piece of our artillery moving 
cautiously forward and now and then g shell beyond our skir- 

mishers as they steadily advanced. A .il i. I mile from Coflee ville a 
few shells were thrown to the front, when suddenly the enemy opened 
at short range upon our position with shell, using, I think, four pieces 
of artilleiy, perhaps six. At the same time his infantry in line opened 
upon our advanced dismounted skirmishers with rapid volleys, while 
heavy skirmishing was in progress on both flanks of the head of our 
column and { cu-.liiig to the rear of the head of the column. From all 
this it was (juite evident we had encountered a heavier force than we 
w^ere able to combat, under the jaded condition ^of our men and horses. 
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Colonel Lee was ordered to fall back steadily in tbe center and strong 
parties were at once sent to the support of our skirmishers on the right 
and left flanks. The column was faced to the rear and Colonels Mizner 
and Hatch were ordered to form successive supporting lines of detach- 
ments on each side of the road to cover the retreat of our skirmishers 
and check the advance of the enemy on the main road. The enemy 
pressing hard upon our retiring forces, the moving back of the led 
horses of dismounted men and the reversal of wagons and ambulances 
occasioned considerable confusion, though no indications whatever of 
a panic were at any time perceptible. Our flanks were repeatedly at- 
tacked by the enemy’s infantry, but our flankers as often succeeded in 
repulsing them. The column was steadily withdrawn about miles to 
the rear to an open field, when the fighting ceased. Night having come 
on in the mean time ‘the column was halted at this point, a strong rear 
guard sent back to watch the enemy and check his iiursuit if attempted, 
while suitable parties were detached to watch the approaches on the 
right and left flanks of the rear. Having waited about an hour to en- 
able our dismounted men to find and mount their horses the division 
was marched back to the camjis which it had occupied the night before, 
arriving there at about 11 p. m. Here I at first thought of resting the 
next day and sending scouting parties toward Oofleeville, but upon the 
advice of Colonel Lee the command was moved early on the morning of 
the 6th to Yockna River, crossing at Prophet Bridge, about 6 miles 
distant from Water Yalley. The command was encamped so as to watch 
the approaches and gather forage. 

In the action near Cofteeville, as well as during the entire pursuit, the 
men and officers behaved in the most gallant manner, cheerfully bear- 
ing every hardship in order to inflict injury upon the enemy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel McCullough, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, fell 
while covering the retreat of our column with the mounted companies 
of his regiment. He was at first reported wounded and a prisoner, but 
it is now ascertained that he was instantly killed. A better or braver 
man never fought or fell. He died with his face to the foe, at the head 
of his command, thus nobly sacrificing his life for the safety of his fel- 
low^'s. His loss is a severe one to the country and the service. 

Lieutenant Woodburn, of the Seventh Kansas, fell mortally wounded 
at the first volley of the enemy. Captain Townsend, Fourth Illinois 
Cavalry j Lieutenant Colbert, of the Seventh Kansas ; Captain Eystra 
and Lieutenants Reed, Budd, and Harrington, of the Second Iowa, and 
Captain Caldwell, of the Third Michigan Cavalry, received honorable 
wounds in this action. Sergeant Baylor, of my escort, was wounded by 
my side near the 'close of the action. The horse of Colonel Lee was 
wounded ; that of Colonel Hatch killed. 

The conduct of Colonels Mizner, Lee, and Hatch in the handling of 
their troops ‘was worthy of praise. Major Ricker, of the Fifth Ohio 
Cavalry, conducted the rear guard in the retreat with cool bravery and 
good judgment. 

.Lieutenants Wilson and Davis of my staff deserve special commenda- 
tion for their efficiency in transmitting my orders and effecting their ex- 
ecution and for valuable suggestions in the midst of the action. 

Other officers were self-possessed and inspired the men with confi- 
dence. I mention only those whose conduct came under my own per- 
sonal observation. 

As to the troops, they fought well, without exception. The Seventh 
Illinois and the battalion of the Fifth Ohio, which had until very lately 
been illy armed, haveiprov^'cn themselves, with good arms in their hands, 
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as effective iu the face of an enemy as their most noted companions in 
the field. 

This action was fought under peculiar difficulties. The road was nar- 
row and extremely muddy, lined nearly all the way on both sides by a 
dense and almost impenetrable growth of oak trees and underbrush, 
running over a broken and impracticable country or through river bot- 
toms of a miry character. It was impossible to see the enemy’s position 
or note his strength till we were upon him. It was equally difficult to 
show a strong front or properly dispose of the wagons and ambulances 
and the horses of the dismounted men. 

In this pursuit, over muddy roads and through almost incessant rains, 
in a country destitute of forage for horses and without rations for men, 
the enemy was followed four successive days, skirmishing daily and 
almost honrly, and chased as far as OoffeeviUe, a distance of about 50 
miles, and after fighting him at that point several hours, ongn^ring his 
artillery and infantry, I withdrew my command steadily and fell back 
to a place of security where I could give the troops the rest they so 
much needed. 

In the expedition we captured 750 prisoners and near 200 horses and 
mules ; also 5 railroad cars, 4 wagons loaded with supplies, $7,000 of 
Confederate money in the hands of a rebel qiuv.tcj ’.'ia.^tor 5 compelled 
the enemy to burn several hundred tents and to abandon and destroy 
several hundred stand of small-arms ; saved from destruction all of the 
railroad bridges on the route and most of the trestle work, and obtained 
a correct map of the country through the assistance of the assistant to- 
pographical engineer who accompanied me. 

We lost 10 killed, 03 wounded, and 41 captured. Of the enemy at 
least 70 were killed, 250 wounded, and 750 taken pi’isoners. His loss 
in stragglers and deserters on the retreat is probably COO or 700 more. 

I transmit herewith a list of the casualties, which is respectfully sub- 
mitted.* 

I am, sir, very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

T. LYLE DICKEY, 

Colonel and Chief of Cavalry^ Commanding Cavalry JDioision, 

Liuet. Col. John A. Kawlixs, 

Asmtant Adjutant- GeneraL 


Hdqes. Cavalry Division, Thirteejith Army Copps, 
Near Oaford^ Miss,, December 20, 1802. 

Colonel: J beg leave to report to Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, command- 
ing the department, that his order rue to take a part of 

my division of cavalry and strike th .1 Ohio Railroad as far 

south as practicable and destroy it as much as possible was received 
about 11 o’clock on the night of the 13th instant a few miles east of 
Water Valley. 

Colonel Hatch, commanding the Second Brigade, was ordered to’re- 
port to me at half past 8 a. m. of the 14th with 800 picked men from his 
command, properly officered, well mounted, well armed, and with 50 
rounds of ammunition, with rations of hard bread and salt, and ready 
for six days’ scout, with no more wagons than necessary to haul the 
rations. Major Ricker, with a battalion of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, was 
sent to the south from Paris to make a demonstration toward Grenada, 


Nominal list omitted. 
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and the residue of the Second Brigade was sent with the train to the 
rear, to camp upon the Yockna Eiver. Colonel Mizner was ordered to 
take command of the First and Third Brigades, to guard the crossing 
of the Otuckalofa Eiver, and to make a strong cavalry reconnaissance 
toward Grenada on the Coffeeville route, reporting directly to Maj. Gen. 
TJ. S. Grant. At 9 a, m. on Sunday the 14th, with a small escort from 
Company F, Fourth Illinods Cavalry, under Lieutenant Oartter,and 
Colonel Hatches detachment of 800 men from the Second Iowa Cavalry 
and the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, I took the road for Okolona, arid 
reached Pontotoc, 45 miles march, at 9,30 on Monday morning. On the 
way we fell in with sn>all scouting parties of the enemy and captured 
several prisoners, by some of whom we were informed that a body of 
rebel infantry from Bragg^s army were, encamped 5 miles east of Pon- 
totoc, on the road to Tupelo, and another near Tupelo, and by others 
just returned from Columbus that there was a strong rebel force at Oko- 
lona. A small party dashed off on the Tupelo road 5 or 6 miles, but 
found no enemy. At Pontotoc the gentle rain through which we had 
marched changed to a violent storm, and the roads were heavy, j^l 
our ambulances and prisoners were sent back from Pontotoc, with two 
wagon loa-ds'of leather and the Government surveys and township maps 
of the State of Mississippi (found at Pontotoc), under an escort of 100 men. 

Major Coon, of the Second Iowa Cavalry, with about 100 men, was 
sent rapidly forward to strike the railroad at Coonewar Station, north 
of Colona, with orders to destroy the telegraph Kne and railroad, and 
especially the railroad bridge north of Okolona. 

At 1 p. m. on Monday, with the rest of my command, I took the road 
for Tupelo, through a terrific rain storm, and moving steadily forward 
night came upon us about 6 miles from Tupelo. The approach was on a 
zig-zag road, with vexing intersecting roads, through low muddy ground, 
much of it heavily timbered and intersected by small sluggish streams, 
passable only on small fcail bridges in bad condition. A little after 
dark the light of a considerable fire was observed some miles distant to 
the south, and a less bright but broader light could be seen some miles 
to the north. An officer sent to a dwelling not far from our road was 
told by the occupant that these fires were rebel camp-fires. * 

Pushing cautiously forward, at within 2 miles of Tupelo we learned 
from the occupant of a house near by (who mistook us for rebel cavalry) 
that Federal troops from Corinth had that day been at Saltillo, 8 miles 
north of Tupelo, and that the rebels had fled south, abandoning Tupelo. 

Fearing that Major Coon might encounter too strong a foe, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, with about 100 men, was 
sent promptly into Tupelo, and the rest of the force was moved back 7 
miles to a point where the Aberdeen road broke off to the southeast, 
and on which it was ascertained that Major Coon had advanced, with 
a view of affording him support if need€«i. It was found that Major 
Coon had dashed into Coonewar in the afternoon, stampeded a small 
party of rebel cavalry, took a few prisoners, and made a strenuous but 
unsuccessful effort to capture a railroad train passing that station south. 
The train was fired upon by his advance on the fell gallop, and one 
trooper, leaping from his horse, pistol in hand, mounted the side of the 
tender under way, but was compelled as promptly to jump off to avoid 
a leaning post standing close to the track and just ahead of him. The 
depot, containing commissary stores and corn, was burned, and small 
bridges and trestle-work on the road near Coonewar were destroyed. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Prince returned about 3 o^clock a. m. Tuesday to our 
camp, having found no enemy in Tupelo, and having destroyed some 
32 B B — ^voL xvn 
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trestle work north of the town. The supposed rebel camp-fires seen the 
night before proved to be the light of the depot v ,— t Ooonewar 
and the camp-fires of Union troops from Corinth, i who left 

next morning before we reached their camp. 

Tuesday and Wednesday were spent in hard labor, by which all the 
trestle work and bridges from Saltillo to Okolona, a distance of 34 
miles, and a large bridge south of Okolona, across a branch of the 
Tombigbeo Eiver, were thoroughly destroyed, as well as large quanti- 
ties of timber lying along the railroad side for repairing purposes. The 
enemy were seen in Yerona and Okolona, but fled, returning, however, 
in some force to Okolona as our troopers were leaving that place on 
Wednesday afternoon. Lieutenant-Colonel Prince, with a party, at 
Yerona, on Tuesday captured eighteen large boxes of infantry equip- 
ments complete, some of them marked Col. P. D. Eoddey 5 several boxes 
of canteens, a quantity of Confederate army clothing, over 100 new 
wall-tents, with flies, &c., complete; some commissary stores (embracing 
several barrels of sugar), small-arms, and ammunition. Eight wagons, 
pressed for ’'i :• were loaded and brought away and the rest of 

the spoils the spot. On our march returning a bridge 

gave way in the" night and the loads were burned and the wagons 
abandoned. Wednesday night, December 17, our whole party camped 
at Harrisburg, a deserted town about 2 miles northwest of Tupelo. 
Thursday morning, the 18th, before day, we took up the line of march 
on our return, and halted the forenoon to feed about 9 miles east of 
Pontotoc. 

At about noon, at a point about 6 miles east of Pontotoc, riding in 
advance with my escort, I learned that a large rebel cavalry force, said 
to be 6,000 or 7,000, were in Pontotoc. Thinking that this force was 
sent to cut off my small command I looked for them to advance on the 
road eastward toward Tupelo. Closing up my column it was quickly 
thrown off‘ the road to the north, and moved by roads to 

the northwest, with a view of passing some 4 mil. - \ -i i Iioi Pontotoc. 
XppT'OfioMrg the road from Pontotoc to Tuscumbia (which leads east 
.‘loai Pontotoc) we fell in with rebel flankers or stragglers 
about 3 miles from Pontotoc, captured 3 and wounded 1, while others 
escaped. 

It was here ascertained that the rebel column was moving out from 
Pontotoc on the Eipley road, directly to the north, and passing across 
ourffront about 1 mile distant; that the head of their column was feed- 
ing on that road, about miles distant to the northwest, the smoke of 
their camp-fires being plainly in sight, and that about 400 of their force 
were stiU in Pontotoc. My horses were so worn down from hard and 
long marching that it was deemed imprudent to encounter an enemy 
so superior in numbers and mounted on fresh horses. My object was 
to avoid him if possible; if not, to fight at his rear. Throwing out a 
small guard at a strong p«i^'t1i‘n to guard our right flank, the column 
was promptly moved Po.ihuor, on the Tuscumbia road, captur- 

ing several stragglers from the rebel force by the wayside. 

Passing down this road the rebel column was for the space of a mile 
in Ml view, moving north on the Eipley road, and about three-fourths 
of a mile to the west of us. Arriving at Pontotoc it was found that 
the rear of the enemy had left town, but could still be seen in the <Ms- 
tance moving north. Couriers were here detailed and a dispatch put 
into their hands to advise the general commanding that this force was 
moving north, and an escort ordered to conduct the couriers 8 miles on 
the Oifbrd road. My command left Pontotoc at once, about sundown^ 
on the Eocky Ford road, bearing a little west of north, and running 
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near the Ripley road, making a demonstration of attack on the enemy’s 
left flank. Following this road about 3 miles, when daylight was dis- 
appearing we turned southwest and passed on by-ways through the 
country across to the road from Pontotoc to Oxford, and following this 
a few miles we turned again south and crossed the Yockna on a bridge, 
where we camped for the night. I here found, to my surprise, that the 
escoil} and couriers by a fatal misapprehension of my orders had not 
left the column. Other couriers were at once sent forward for Oxford, 
but lost their way in the Yockna Bottom, and traveling all night found 
themselves farther from Oxford than when they left camp, and did not 
arrive until this morning. 

Early yesterday morning, the 19th, we took up the line of march, and 
Colonel Hatch was sent with the command to the cavalry camp on the 
Yockna River, and with my escort, after a long day’s march, I reached 
Oxford at 5.30 p. m. last evening and reported to you the fact that on 
the evening of the 18th a large rebel cavalry force passed ftom Pon- 
totoc north on the Ripley road, and notice was at once telegraphed to 
every point on the railroad north of this. 

The expedition to Okolona has been most laborious, and the men and 
horses are completely worn down and wholly unfit for service for a few 
days. Men and horses were subsisted upon the country through which 
we passed. The day’s march usually began before day and closed after 
night, halting to feed but once a day, usually from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m. 
The men lived chiefly on fresh meat, sweet potatoes, and corn-bread 
roasted in corn-husks, and often mthout salt. Men and oflBlcers, how- 
ever, were cheerful and prompt in every duty. In six days we marched 
about 200 miles, worked two days at the railroad, captured about 150 
prisoners, destroyed 34 miles of important railroad, and a large amount 
of public stores of the enemy, and returned passing around an enemy 
of nine to our one, and reached camp without having a man killed, 
wounded, or captured. 

Colonel Hatch, of the Second Iowa, commanding the Second Bri- 
gade 5 Lieutenant Orego, acting assistant adjutant-general of my divis- 
ion, and Lieutenant Davis, my division quartermaster, deserve special 
notice for their untiring and effective aid in accomplishing the results 
attained. Mr. Tafflng, topographical engineer, accompanied the expe- 
dition and collected matter for a very correct map of the roads over 
which we passed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. LYLE DICKEY, 

Colonel and Chief of Cavalry^ Commanding Division* 

Lieut. Col. John A. Rawlins, Assistant AdjutamP General, 


Ho. 9. 


\orts of Col. Edward Hatchj Second Iowa Cavalry^ of sMrmishes at 
pring Dale and Prophet Bridges^ December 3 ; sMrmish at Water 
valley^ December 4; engagement at OofeevillCy December 5, smd opera- 
tions against the Van Dorn raid, December 20-25. 



Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Oavaxby Division, 

In the Field, at Brownino^s Plantation, 

La Payette Coxmty, Miss,, December 8, 1862. 
Major : In compliance with orders from Col. T. Lyle Dickey, chief 
of cavalry, I left Oxford with my command at 7 n’elnfk on -hho 
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of the 3d. Two miles from town I found the enemy’s pickets, and, by 
a spirited dash, made by two companies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 
captured the entire picket, consisting of one company of cavalry, num- 
bering 43 men and officers. Continued skirmishing to within 2 miles 
of the Yocknapatalfa. 

Learning that the enemy was in strong force at the bridge near 
Spring Dale and had cavalry forces at three bridges on the road, cross- 
ing the river toward Water Valley, and learning from prisoners that 
the intention was to destroy them on our approach, made a strong dem- 
onstration on the Spring Dale Bridge at 4 p. m., sending two companies 
to the Free Biidge under Major Ricker, of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, and 
two companies to Prophet Bridge to dash at it when the enemy’s at- 
tention was drawn to the other. 

At the Spring Dale Bridge we found infantry and cavalry and fought 
them until dark. Captain Ashmead (Company I, Seventh Illinois Cav- 
alry) crossed the stream on logs, drove the enemy in flank until he 
found him in force, when he retired, taking 3 prisoners with him. The 
fight continued until after dark, when I deemed it expedient to with- 
draw, the enemy having destroyed the bridge before we reached it. 
Prophet Bridge was taken by a dash and held by Captain Blackburn 
of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry. We captured this day 92 prisoners. 

At daylight on the morning of the 4th crossed the bridge, when 
skirmishing began immediately, the enemy havirig a regi- 
ment of cavaliy to bum the bridge. Pushed on ; • .. ;\l i “ Valley, 

driving the enemy steadily 6 miles to Water Valley, where I made a 
charge, driving them in confusion through the town, losing 1 man 
killed at this point, pushing the enemy 4 miles south of Water Valley, 
capturing a number of prisoners, saving 6 cars of a train which the 
enemy abandoned and fired ; also 4 wagon loaded with commissary 
stores and 100 tents and poles, which ! odicl’cmI burned, when we fell 
back. 

At 12 m. an overwhelming force of the enemy’s cavalry attacked me 
in the rear (report^'-'^ by prisoners and a small regi- 
ment of infantry), , ■ ■■■•. * ■ Valley from Rocky Ford, drove 

in the scouts I had thrown out northeast, when I fell back oh a ridge 
north of the town and awaited theirattack. Ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Prince to dismount eight companies of Seventh Illinois Cavalry, and 
Major Coon, Second Iowa Cavalry, to dismount four rifle companies. 
Our line was not formed when the enemy (dismounting two regiment*? of 
cavalry with Ms inffintry) advanced up the hill, charging buih oC our 
flanks with mounted men. Fortunately we had checked their charge 
of mounted men before their line of foot had received our fire. Major 
Coon and Colonel Prince, holding their fire until the enemy was nearly 
upon them, they opened so severely that the enemy feU back, and re-en- 
forcing Ms dismounted men again advanced. Our men being well cov- 
ered held the enemy in check, when 1 ordered Major Ricker with his 
battalion of Fifth OMo Cavalry to charge the enemy’s left flank, at the 
same time Col. B. Prince gradually extending his left flank until his 
re^ment had outflanked the enemy’s right. I advanced the entire line, 
driving the enemy down the MU. Major Ricker charged with great 
-L)irir, throwing the enemy’s left into confusion. The enemy in our 
front was thorougMy routed, but owing to a detachment of the .enemy’s 
cavalry faUing upon our rear, and Colonel Lee’s column also having 
been reported as the enemy, I left Colonel Prince to hold the ground 
and fell back with the Second Iowa and Fifth Ohio Cavalry to fight, 
losing by this report the benefit of the victory. Colonel Lee’s column, 
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approaching from Spring Dale, was reported for the enemy, owing to 
the portion passing the scout being a battalion of the Second Iowa 
Cavalry, dressed in grey overcoats. 

We captured on the 4th 183 prisoners. 

On the morning of the 5th my brigade, in compliance with orders 
from Col. T. Lyle Dickey, chief of cavalry, marched at 8 o’clock in the 
rear of the cavalry division, my command having been reduced by de- 
tails to two companies of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, under Major Eicker j 
six companies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, under Lieut. Col. Ed- 
ward Prince, and six companies of the Second Iowa Cavalry, under 
Maj. D. E. Coonj in all fourteen companies. At 2 p. m. detached, by 
order of Col. T, Lyle Dickey, two companies of the Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry to the left flank. At 3 p. m., by order of Col. T. Lyle Dickey, 
detached two companies of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry to right and left 
flank. At 3.30 p. m. was ordered by Col. T. Lyle Dickey to send four 
companies of dismounted men to the front and dispatched four com- 
panies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

At 4 p. m. forces engaged in front of us passed to the rear. I brought 
my line of dismounted rifle companies, concealed under the ridge, sup- 
ported by two saber companies, being all of my brigade not detached. 
In a few minutes the enemy were advancing in great force, two regi- 
ments by head of column, with skirmishers on their flank. Ordering 
Major Coon to have his men lie down until the enemy were close, his 
men, armed with the revolving rifle, reserved their fire, and when the 
enemy were within 20 yards, pouring in our volleys, firing nearly three 
rounds to each man, when the enemy, outflanking us, feU back to the 
next ridge, when we again opened fire, held our ground until again out- 
flanked, fighting back slowly, standing at every practicable point, the 
final stand being made at the junction of the road to Water Valley and 
Panola. Then, placing my men behind the fence on the right and the 
ridge and house on the left, the fighting became very sharp. Kight set- 
ting in our men returned the enemy’s fire, aiming at the flash. At this 
time my horse fell, having received three balls in his body. I imme- 
diately prepared to make a charge in the rear, having been informed 
that the enemy were between myself and the main body. Immediately 
running forward I found the enemy had thrown a company into the road 
and had ordered one of our companies to surrender. I ordered all the 
stragglers near me into line. I opened fire with revolvers, ordering 
Company E, of the Second Iowa Cavalry, forward to the charge. Our 
fire, however, opened the communication. I then moved my command 
into the field on the left, and, covering the left flank with a company of 
dismounted rifles, moved forward to the main column. 

The officers of my command fought bravely against an almost over- 
whelming force, attacking them in front and on our flanks. In the four 
rifle companies 5 officers out of 7 were wounded. Lieut. D. McGregor, 
acting assistant adjutant-general, was wounded in the thigh. The Fifth 
Ohio Cavalry, on the right flank, suffered considerably. Major Eicker 
held his men well in hand and fell slowly back, disputing the ground 
slowly. Colonel Prince, on the left, with the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 
was only driven in by an overwhelming force, disputing every inch of 
the ground. Companies E and I, of the Seventh Dlinois Cavalry, were 
surrounded by the enemy after dark and were ordered to surrender, but 
gallantly cut their way out. 

Of the officers and soldiers of my command I cannot speak too highly, 
especially of the officers and soldiers of the Second Iowa Cavalry, who, 
when the enemy were advancing upon them from the front and either 
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flank, conducted themselves like veterans, pouring volley after volley 
into their advancing colums. The mounted companies of my command 
held themselves in readiness to charge the enemy^s cavalry, and retired 
feom the field in I'.erfeot order. 

Lieut. Col. E. Prince, of rhe Seventh Illinois Cavalry 5 Major Eicker, 
of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, and Major Coon andMaj. F. A. Kendrick, of 
the Second Iowa Cavalry, commanded their detachments with coolness, 
efficiency, and courage seldom excelled. 

To my staff officers, Lieut. D. McGregor, my assistant ad;ntnnt-gf-:!- 
eral, and Lieut. W. Scott Belden^ my aide-de-camp, I am iind-.-r obliga- 
tions for coolness and efficiency in delivering my orders on the field of 
battle. 

EDWAED HATCH, 

Colonel, Second Iowa Camlry, Commanding Brigade, 


Hdqes. Second BEiaADE, Cavadet Division, 

Gam;p near the Tallahatchie, Becemler 29, 1S62. 

Sra : I have the honor to report that, complying with orders from 
Major-General McPherson, I marched with eight companies of the Sec- 
ond Iowa and eight companies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry at 1 a. m. 
on the morning of December 23, to intercept at Eocky Ford the retreat 
of Van Dom, supposed to be moving south. Beached Eocky Ford at 
10 a. m., 22 miles from Oxford ; scouted .the vicinity, finding no enemy, 
and, learning from captured prisoners who had left Van Dorn at Holly 
Springs that Van Dorn had gone north to Grand Junction and La 
Grange, supposed he would cross the railroad and return by the west 
side. This idea strengthened by reports of the enemy ^s cavalry being 
west of Abbeville, I immediately returned to Oxford, arriving there the. 
same evening. 

At 1.30 a. m. December 241 received an order from General McPher- 
son to move to the east and northeast to intercept Van Dorn’s retreat 
from Saulsbury going south, as soon as I could call in a portion of my 
command encamped some miles south of Oxford. Started at daylight, 
my pickets to the south and west skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry. 
The enemy was therefore aware of our movement. My command was 
reduced by forced marches for some ten days to 800 men. Moving east, 
up the south side of the Tallahatchie, scouting tliC of this 

river at Eocky Ford and Big Muddy, my march : v : ; : • • i . i h\ : i * » destruc- 
tion of bridges at various crossings, 1 was detained five hours on the 
Big Muddy, the bridge being destroyed. The night being dark and 
stormy it was difficult to find a place to ford or swim the stream. 

On reaching the roads leading south to Pontotoc, about 10 miles north 
of Pontotoc, on the morning of the 25th, finding no of Van Dorn’s 
forces’, decided I would take the most direct route i’; oni N(^\v Albany to 
Grenada, which crosses the Tallahatchie at ETng’s Bridge, 6 miles south 
of Albany. I moved up that road to occupy the bridge and crossing 
at King’s Ford, capturing a few prisoners who left Van Dorn at Eipley 
the evening before. Learning he had made a stand there against our 
cavalry I deemed it my duty to move immediately to Eipley. On near- 
ing Albany learned that the enemy had passed to the east of me. En- 
camped 2 miles from Albany, my command having marched 62 miles in 
thirty-two hours, including time lost in repairing and fniding crossings 
over the streams in my route and scouting the country to the east and 
north. 
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On the 26th, marched 16 miles. 

On the 27th, marched to camp on the Tallahatchie, swimming my com- 
mand at the crossing of Tippah Creek. 

Annexed I send a list of paroled prisoners taken on the march. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED HATCH, 

Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry^ Comdg. Second Brigade, 


No. 10. 

Reports of Maj. Qten, Bari Van Born^ 0. S, Army^ of engagement at Gof- 
fe&oille^ Becemher 5, and capture of Solly Springs, Becemier 20. 

CoPFEEVTLLE, Becemher 5, 1862. 

Gbneeal: Enemy came up to within 2 miles of town this evening. 
Infantry attacked them and drove them back 2 miles. Eiring just 
ceased. Night put a stop to pursuit. He will be careful ho^v* he comes 
up again. 

EABL VAN BOEN, 

Major-General, 

Lieutenant-General Pembeeton, Jackson, 


Holly Speinos, Miss., Becemier 20, 1862. 

I surprised the enemy at this place at daylight this morning j burned 
up all the quartermaster’s stores, cotton, &c. — an immense amount; 
burned up many trains ; took a great many arms and about 1,500 pris- 
oners. I presume the value of stores woild amount to $1,500,000. I 
move on to Bavis’ Mill at once. Morgan attacked Jackson day be- 
fore yesterday. Yankees say he was repulsed. They are sending re- 
enforcements there, I will communicate with him. 

. EAEL VAN BOEN, 

Major-General, 

Lieutenant-General Pembeetox. 


No. 11. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Lloyd Tilghman, 0, S. Army, of engagement at Oof* 

feeville, Becemier 5. 

HDQEa. PlEST BlV., PlEST OOEPS, AeMY OP WEST TENN., 

Becemier 6, 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report of the action 
of the 5th instant between the Federal advance guard, near Coffeevflle, 
and the troops placed under my command by Maj. Gen. [M.] Lovdl, 
commanding First Corps : 

At about 2.30 o’clock on Friday afternoon, 6th instant, while engaged 
in the town of Ooffeeville with the various duties of my command, I 
learned that the enemy, emboldened by their successes heretofore, had 
pushed their advance within 1 mile of the town, and that, having com- 
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H. B. Lyon, opened fire in return. Very soon the fire extended toward 
our right, along the Twenty-third Mississippi, under Lieut. Col. Moses 
McOarley, and the Twenty-sixth Mississippi, under Maj. T. F. Parker. 
The order to press the enemy was fully carried out. They were not 
allowed time to breathe, and though making two gallant stands in the 
first mile they were driven from their positions^ without our men falter- 
ing for a moment. The tactics of the enemy did them great credit. 
Their whole force consisted of mounted infant^ armed with Coifs, 
Smith’s, and Sharps most approved weapons, with two pieces of artil- 
lery. The country over which they had to pass was an ^temate wood 
and field. On being driven to the edge of a field they mounted and 
retreated across it, dismounting and sending their horses to the rear. 
They had all the advantage of position, being covered by the woodland 
while our men advanced across the open field. At these points the fire 
of the enemy was terrific, but nothing could stop the onward movement, 
and our men moved forward without slackening their pace in ^e least. 

Having driven the enemy for more than a mile it occurred to me that 
should the troops of General [Albert] Bust’s command not have moved to 
their left far enough to guard my right flank, I might run some risk of 
being outflanked. To guard against this I detached Lieut. [J. G.] 
Barbour, commanding my body guard, with a portion of his men, with 
orders to move at full speed to my extreme right and take position with 
his men well extended and watch my right flank. liTo sooner had he 
reached the point and commenced moving up with our main line than 
he was fired upon by the enemy. Lieutenant Barbour immediately sent 
a courier informing me of the fact, when I ordered the Fourteenth Mis- 
sissippi, under Maj. [W. L.] Doss, to move at double-quick by the right 
flank until he reached the point occupied by Lieutenant Barbour, then 
to assume his original front and press them again. 

During all this time the enemy were uninterruptedly driven from 
every position and forced back to a point 3 miles from Coffeeville, when 
on reaching a commanding position they opened fire from their artillery, 
again supported by the severest fire of musketry we had yet encountered. 
The heaviest fire was encountered by the Mnth Arkansas and tiie 
Eighth Kentucky Begiments. Their efforts were, however, useless j 
nothing could check the advance of our men, and the position was car- 
ried without a moment’s delay just at dark. 

It occurred to me a few moments before this that a dash of our cav- 
alry might have secured the piece of artillery in its last position, but it 
would have involved a heavy loss of life, not warranted under the cir- 
ciftnstances, and I did not give the order. 

Having already driven the enemy much farther than was ordered by 
a message from General [M.] Lovell, I gave the order to halt and cease 
firing, very much to the chagrin of both officers and men, who, notwith- 
standing tlie severe duties and deprivations of the last week, seemed to 
forget everything but the desire showed by all to repay the injuries 
sufered by them during their long and barbarous imprisonment at the 
Korth. 

The Fourteenth MSssissippi, Major Doss commanding, toward the 
close became too far separated from the main command, but was abun- 
dantly able to take care of itself, and drove back the enemy in their 
front, killing and wounding a number, among them Lieutenant-Colonel 
[William] McCullough, who was shot dead within twenty pace^ of our 
line. This regiment also captured 17 prisoners, with all ^heir horses, 
arms, and accouterments. 

The loss on our part, as stated in my note to Major-General Lovdl of 
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the GtL inst., is known to be accurately as follows: Killed, 7 ; wounded, 
43. That of the enemy 34 killed, among them Lieutenant-Colonel Mc- 
Cullough and a second lieutenant, who gave his name as [Thomas J.] 
Woodburn, of the Third Missouri [Seventh Kansas], just before expir- 
ing. The wounded of the enemy could not be accurately ascertained, 
inasmuch as all who were not too badly wounded were removed on 
horseback as fast as they fell. Estimating their wounded by the number 
killed in the same ratio as that known to exist on our part, the wounded 
may be given at 234, which jfrom the number seen in the act of being 
removed is under rather than over the actual loss. Sixteen of their 
severely wounded fell into our hands. Thirty-five prisoners, with 17 
horses, and all their arms and accouterments were captured. Among 
the prisoners were one captain and several non-commissioned officers. 
Bhe wounded on both sides were removed at once to Coffeeville and 
every care taken of them. The dead were buried next morning. The 
body of the Eederal lieutenant was decently buried; marked on the 
he^-stone, so that it could be recognized. The body of Lieutenant- 
Colonel McCullough was not secured. The command returned to its 
first position near Coffeeville and bivouacked in line of battle. 

The whole affair was acomplete success and taught the enemy a lesson 
I am sure they will not soon forget. The troops behaved in the most 
gallant manner. Officers and men emulated each other. All did their 
duty nobly. 

I take especial pleasure inmcnfioiiing the namesof Brig. Gen. W. E. 
Baldwin, of my own division, and Col. A.P. Thompson, commanding a 
brigade in General Bust’s division. These officers, in command on my 
right and left, displayed the greatest good judgment and gallantry. 

Ther brunt 'of the battle was borne by the Ninth Arkansas, Col. I. L. 
Dunlop ; Eighth Kentucky, Col. H. B. Lyon ; the Twenty-third Mis- 
sissino\ T.’eut^na^t Colonel McGarley, and the Twenty-sixth Mississippi, 
V \\ T. r.srker. I have seldom seen greater good judgment 
and impetuous gallantry shown by any officers or men. 

The cavalry, under Co!. [W. H.] Jackson, maintained the most perfect 
order and were always in position to answer any summons. 

The batteries engaged rendered the most efficient service up to the 
time of my ordering the advance. The first shot fired from the Parrott 
guns of Captain IJeddcn’s battery, under the direction of Oapt.. [Jacob] 
Culbertson, chief of artillery of my division, wounded Colonel Mizner 
and killed his orderly and 3 men. These facts were related by a non- 
commissioned officer among the prisoners. 

My thanks are especially due to those members of my personal stSff 
who were present. Maj, [W. O.J Watts, inspector-general; Major [E. W.] 
Halliday, chief commissary ; Lieuts. George Moorman and [Lloyd] Tilgh- 
man, [jr.], aides-de-camp, rendered most efficient and valuable service. 

I notice with great pleasure also Lieut. [J. G.l Barbour, commanding 
my body guard,^ together with Lieutenant [E. O.J Lundy of that com- 
pany. These officers and their men rendered me great aid. The timely 
service of Lieutenant Barbour on my right wing may have saved us 
possibly fifom serious injury. 

The whole force engaged on our side may be stated as not exceeding 
1,300 men, while the enemy is known to have had not less than five regi- 
ments, numbering not less than 3,500 men. 

Inclosed I have the honor to submit a correct list of the killed and 
wounded on our side. 


Company D, Eighteenth Tennessee Battalion. 
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I regret the absence of Capt. Powhatan Ellis, [jr.], chief of staff dur- 
ing the action. He was engaged at my headquarters on important 
business, and I was thus deprived of his always valuable services. 

The same may be said of others of my staff who were absent on duty 
at various points. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

LLOYD TILGHMAF, 

Gomdg, First Division^ First OorpSj Army of West Tennessee^ 
Lieut. Col. E. Ivy, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Indosnre.] 


Commazid. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

FIB8T BEIOADE, FIRST DIVISION, FIRST CORPS. 





3 

3 

1 

fitih ... .... ............ 

1 

Q 

4 

23/1 “NTiafllnulppi ne^mAnt 

2 

iL 

4 

14th. Mississippi Regiment. 

3 


SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, FIRST CORPS. 




9th Regiment Arkansas Volunteers 

1 

17 

1 

Total 

7 

43 

10 




Fo. 12. 

Report of Col. John M. Loomis^ Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry y of affair 
near Oxford^ Miss.y December 4, 1862. 

Headquarters Commandant op the Post, 

Oxfordy Miss.^ December 17, 1862. 

Major: I have the honor to report the facts narrated in the paper 
over the signature of John W. Eisoe are mainly true. On the 4th day 
of December, 1862, a party of 7 men belonging- to the hospital of the 
Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry were at the house of Mr. M. H. Thomp- 
son, whither they had gone to purchase supplies for the hospital. This 
Thompson’s house was 2 miles, and in plain sight, from the camp of the 
Twenty-sixth Illinois. 

At about 10 a. m. on the 4th day of December, 1862, a negro belong- 
ing to Mr. Thompson reported at camp thatMitchell’s band were camped 
within IJ miles of Thompson’s house. At about 2 o’clock p. m. the 
same day the men of the Twenty-sixth Illinois were at the negro quar- 
ters on Thompson’s place purchasing chickens and milk, when Mitchell’s 
band came upon them, from the direction of Thompson’s house, and im- 
mediately fired upon them, killing 1 and wounding 3. The balance 
were taken prisoners and marched to Mitchell’s camp. The man killed 
here was Martin Hanley, shot and wounded by Lieutenant Powell, of 
Mitchell’s band, and said Powell, afterward beat Hanley’s brains out with 
his pistol (Hanley’s). While Powell was so engaged Thompson ran out 
of his house exclaiming, ^^That is rights kill the God d — d Yankee son 
of a bitch,” Mitchell then moved off with his band and prisoners, ac- 
companied by Thompson and his overseers. On this march some mem- 
ber of Mitchell’s [band] shot and left in the woods another man, named 
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Miller. Search was subsequently made for Miller’s body, but it was 
never found. On the afternoon of December 4, 1862, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gillmore went with a party of his men to Thompson’s house ; found it 
open and soldiers of other regiments there. Lieutenant-Colonel Gill- 
more drove them away and took from the nogror*^ some wearing apparel, 
mainly ladies’ dresses. These were Dlaci-d in ilic hands of a citizen of 
Holly Springs to return to Mrs. Thompson. He also took four bales of 
cotton, which he turned over to a quartermaster at Holly Springs, taking 
his receipt. Lieutenant-Colonel Gillmore locked the house and gave 
the key to the chief negro servant. Thompson’s house was subsequently 
burned ; I am unable to ascertain by whom. On the morning of the 5th 
of December, 1862, Thompson, at the camp of Mitchell’s band, was sworn 
in as a member, and when Miller was shot be said, “Good; there goes 
another Yankee son of a bitch.” The negroes (Tlionip^on^) state that 
Thoirp^o’^had arrangod withMitchell to be there, and did notify Mitchell 
iPr !a<-i; vr. Thompson’s chief servant stated that she 

knew that Thompson had arranged with and notified Mitchell of their 
presence. 

The father of Lieutenant Powell has a permit to purchase cotton, and 
Lieutenant Powell was driven from his home by our men on the night 
of December 4. 

Thompson did .not take care of the wounded men. I believe that num- 
bers of citizens in the vicinity of Thompson’s knew all about the affair 
and are in part guilty of the murder. , 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

JOHIT MASOH LOOMIS, 

Colonel, Twenty-sixth Illinois, Commanding Tost, Oxford, 
Maj. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Thirteenth Army Corjgs. 


m. 13. 

Bqgort of Col, Robert C. Murphy, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, of the cap^ 
ture pf Holly Springs^ December 20. 

Hox.LT Speing-s, Miss., 
December 20, 1862 — 7 o’clock p. m. 
Colonel ; Although you telegraphed me last night nt 11 o’clock that 
it was unnecessary to send out my cavalry to look cifi( r Jackson, who 
was advancing north with a large force, until this morning, yet from 
information from a contraband at 5 o’clock this morning that General 
Van Dom was advancing on me with twenty-two regiments, or 12,000 
men, and would be here at daylight, induced me to act at once and make 
every disposition for a faithful defense. Accordingly I ordered the 
whole cavalry force under Colonel McKeil to report to me at once at the 
railroad depot, and preceded them to issue orders for trains to bring 
re-enforcements, in accordance with a telegram which I send you.* 
Just as the trains were ready to move and all my orders were issued a 
force of the enemy, some 6,000, came dashing into the railroad depot 
and on my infantry camp (my left), which did not contain over 200 
effective men. My last message expressed the fact that about 5,000 or 

* See Correspondence, etc.,” December 19 and 20, post 
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6,000 men of the enemy were in sight. Before this I had called on Mr. 
Nilson, train superintendent of railroad, to furnish me with all the aid 
he had to barricade with cotton bales around the depot and public 
stores. At the same time I had ordered the commanding oflScers of the 
detachment of the Sixty-second and Twentieth Illinois to concentrate 
all their available forces at the railroad depot immediately. The two 
trains nearly ready to move, the one to the south as far as tlie tank, the 
other to the north as far as Coldwater, were to carry orders to all com- 
manders of stations to hasten to this point with nothing but their avail- 
able men and all their ammunition. As all these ^spositions were 
made the enemy made their appearance in the force mentioned (6,000) 
and charged by two roads, the right led by General Van Dorn, on my 
small infantry camp; the left and center on the road which led direct 
to the depot. In attempting to escape by the rear of the depot build- 
ing in order to join my infantry forces I was captured by a company of 
cavalry. I was taken to the rear, and found the force of the enemy to 
be twenty-two regiments of cavalry, or about 10,000 men. My own 
force was less than 500 men, and they scattered to form posts on picket 
and in general guard duty over the city. It was impossible for me to 
concentrate at one given point in the fime allowed more than 150 men. 
The cavalry never reported to me at all, as I had ordered, but I hear 
firom Lieutenant Edinger, ordnance of&cerj they behaved badly in town 
when they encountered the enemy, and instead of cutting their way 
'through the force sent into the town to capture me personally (thinking 
I was not yet up) they received two volleys from the enemy and then 
cleared out, taking, I am told, the Pigeon Boost road. I have no fault 
to find with the fighting of the infantry; they did all they could; they 
were taken in detail, as the posts were of necessity so, and there was 
no time for concentration. What orders I did give were founded on 
information from a contraband, which I telegraphed you this morning 
at 5.30. 

My pickets, both cavalry and infantry, were out and faithful, but the 
force was so large that they were overwhelmed and in every instance 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners before daylight. 

General Van Dorn burned up all the stores, depot buildings, armory, 
and ordnance buildings ; in fact a large portion of the business part of 
the town is in ruins. There are no supplies here for the paroled pris- 
oners and the sick, and what shall be done for them? My fate is most 
mortifying. I have wished a hundred times to-day that I had been 
killed. I have done all in my power — ^in truth, my force was inade- 
quate. I have foreseen this and have so advised. Ko works here, and 
no force to put in them if they were here, and yet I know General Grant 
is not to blame ; he has done ^ for the best, and so did I. I have obeyed 
orders, and have been unfortunate in so doing. The misfortune of war 
is mine. This railroad line cannot be maintained without an immense 
force. They make a feint on Jackson and the real attack on Holly 
Springs. The first depletes the latter and makes the move almost cer- 
tain. Colonel, I send this by an oflScer who was here and knows the 
facts; he can tell you many things I cannot write. 

I have the honor to be, very respectftilly, your most obedient servant, 

B. 0. MUBPHY. 

P. S. — ^I am not able now to give my loss in killed, wounded, and 
taken prisoners, but will do so as soon as possible. 

Colonel Eawlins, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Thirteenth Army Coy^s^ Oxford. 



510 


WEST TENK. AJTD NOETHEEIT MISS. 


[Chap. XXIX 


Ko. 14. 

B^ort of 8i(rg. Horace B, Wirtz^ IT. S. Army^ of the capture of Holly 

Springs^ December 20. 

Medical Birectoe’s Opeioe, 

Holly Springs^ Miss.^ Decanber 23, 1862. 

Snt : I have the honor to report that I remained behind the advance 
of the army for the pnrpose of establishing a large general hospital at 
Holly Springs. I took a building that had been built for an armory by 
the Confederates, consisting of six large rooms, each 250 feet long, and 
numerous outhouses, and after two weeks of incessant labor, in which 
I was greatly assisted by Surgeon Powers, of the Seventh Missouri 
Infantry, I had everything prepared for 2,000 patients. The acting 
medical purveyor of the southern portion of the department had been 
ordered to bring all his supplies to this hospital, which he did, and on 
the morning of December 20 one of the most completely furnished and 
extensive hospitals in the army was just ready to receive its sick. 

On that morning the town of Holly Springs was taken by the Con- 
federate forces under General Yan Dorn. As soon as I discovered the 
enemy were in possession of the place I repaired to the headquarters 
of the rebel general, near town, and made a formal request that the 
armory hospital should not be burned, entering an earnest protest on 
the subject, as the Confederates had already set fire to the railroad 
depot and commissary storehouse and had declared their intention to 
destroy all houses occupied by our troops. I received the assurance of 
General Yan Dorn’s adjutant that the armory hospital should not be 
burned, but that it would be protected by a guard. Satisfied with this 
I returned to my quarters, but had not been there an hour when I was 
informed the building was on fire, and thus this fine structure, with 
two thousand bunks, an immense lot of drugs and surgical apparatus, 
thousands of blankets, sheets, and bed-sacks was soon in ashes. 

This proceeding, in violation of an express promise, and of all the 
rules of civilized warfare, is an evidence of the barbarity and want of 
principle of Confederate officers. 'But this is not all 5 an attempt was 
also made to destroy the general hospital, located on the main square, 
and which at the time contained over 500 sick. 

A quantity of ordnance stores had been deposited in a building on 
the next block to the hospital, and by order of General Yan Dorn, as 
stated by the Confederate officer who had charge of the matter, the 
barrels of powder and boxes, containing shells and cartridges, were 
taken out and piled up nearly in front of the hospital and set fire to. 
Two medical officers protested against this wanton act, but their re- 
quests were treated with contempt, and before there was time to remove 
the sick the walls and windows of the hospital were riddled with fiying 
balls and shells, and finally a terrific explosion took place which shook 
the entire building, destroying almost every window and door in the 
establishment, wounding about 20 men and creating a scene of the 
wildest confusion. A large number of buildings on the public square 
took fire from the explosion, and it was only by the utmost efforts that 
the hospital was preserved as a shelter for the men ffom the night air, 
together with the medical officers, who assisted me in caring for the 
sick and wounded on that trying day. 

I thought that the rebels had now done us all the harm in their power j 
but to injury insult was yet to be added in a manner I hope never to 
witness again. 
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A rebel cavalry officer named Brewster, 'who stated be bad been 
detailed by General Van Dorn to march off every sick man who had 
not been paroled,” collected together, pistol in* band, about 150 sick 
soldiers, forced them to rise from their beds and faU in line, threatened 
to shoot the medical officers who expostulated with him, and actually 
made the poor fellows, suffering from typhoid fever, pneumonia, and 
diarrhea, start with him on the road. The men fell down in the street 
and had to rise again for fear of being shot, when they were so weak 
that the slightest motion was agony. On being importuned if there 
was anything in the name of humanity to induce him to cease his brutal 
prodeedings he finally consented to let them alone on receiving a paper^ 
signed by all the surgeons present, stating that the men were too sick 
to walk and their removal was an impossibility. 

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of Dr. E. M. Powers, of the 
Seventh Missouri Infantry, after the capture of Holly Springs. The 
efforts of this able and accomplished officer for the care of the sick 
were untiring, and from morning till night he was actively engaged 
in doing anything that lay in his power to preserve hospital property 
and make helpless beings who were driven from their beds and shelter 
as comfortable as circumstances would allow. 

Dr. Eeilley, assistant surgeon of the Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, also 
rendered great assistance by his well directed and efficient endeavors. 

HOEACE E. WIETZ, 

Surgeon^ TJ. 8. Medical Directory Thirteenth Army Corjgs, 

Lieut. Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- Qeneraly General Qrant^s headquarters. 


[Indorsements.] 

SUEaEON-GENEEAL^S OFFICE, 

January 12, 1863. 

The within copy of a letter from Surgeon Wirtz, medical director at 
Holly Springs, is respectfully submitted for the information of the War 
Department. I am of the opinion that the conduct within narrated 
should be made the subject of such representation to the rebel chiefs at 
Eichmond as would insure the punishment of the actors and prevent a 
repetition. The principles which govern a peaceful intercourse of bel- 
ligerents should be firmly established and be strictly adhered to. 

WILLIAM A. HAMMOKD, 

Surgeon- General. 


Beferred to the general-in-chief. 


Janttaet 16, 1863. 
EDWIH M. STAHTOH. 


ISTo. 15. 

Beport of Ool. James M. True^ 8ixty-second Illinois Infantry^ of ike cap* 
# ture of Roily SpringSy December 20. 

Hdqes. Sixty-second Eeoiment Illinois Infantey, 

Jacksony Tenn.y January 20, 1863. 

SiE : Pursuant to orders requirmg reports by commanders of regi- 
ments to be made direct to the War Department of skirmishes in which 
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their commands or any part thereof have been engaged, I proceed to 
submit the following statement : 

On December 18, 1862, being then at Holly Springs, Miss,, with my 
command, I received orders to report at Jackson, Tenn., with all my 
effective men with arms, and provisions for two days. In pursuance 
whereof I immediately proceeded to Jackson by rail as ordered, leaving 
at Holly Springs about 200 men, 70 of whom, including Maj. Stephen 
M, Meeker and 1 lieutenant, were on duty and not relieved, and the 
remainder, including 2 lieutenants, sick and convalescent, I also left 
all my baggage and camp equipage, horses, mules, wagons, regimental 
and company books and papers and all the records of the re^ment since 
its organization. 

^ It appears that on the morning of December 20 a strong cavalry force 
of the enemy surprised and captured the post-and entered the camp of 
my regiment, killing 2 men and wounding 6, one of whom has since 
died, and taking and paroling about 170 prisoners, including Major 
Meeker and 3 lieutenants, all belonging to my command. My camp 
was pillaged and burned, movable articles of value being carried away 
and the remainder destroyed. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

JAS. M. TRUE, 

Colonel Sicoty-second Illinois Infantry^ Commanding, 
Lobenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant- General JJ, 8. Army, 


Ho. 16. 

Reports of Maj, John J. 31udd, Second Illinois Cavalry^ of the capture of 
Holly Springs, December 20, and operations December 24-27, including 
sJcirmieh at Ripley, December 25, 

HeadqtjabtEbs Second Illinois Oavalet, 

Holly Springs, Miss., December 27, 1862. 
Sib : I have the honor to report the following brief summary of the 
part performed' by the Second Illinois Cavalry in the unfortunate affair 
of the 20th instant ; 

We (six companies) were encamped on the fair-ground, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McHeil. I was under orders to proceed that day to 
Oxford by rail, and was not apprised of any attack being apprehended 
until about the time the infantry camp near the depot was captured. 
Colonel McHeil was at the time rallying the men on the east side of 
camp and advanced boldly to meet their first attack 5 but bein r: j' c 5. - r d 
by overwhelming numbers he was compelled to fall back, v. in'r 
doing so was unfortunately surrounded and taken prisoner. Hot hav- 
ing time to form our men regularly the defense was a series of conflicts 
covering each side of our camp. Without being aware of the loss of 
Colonel McHeil Major Bush rallied a force on the south side, Captain 
Marsh on the north, and myself on the west, each with such aid as could 
be assembled, and pressed the enemy, whose lines now entirely encir- 
cled our camp. The fight was now terrible, the enemy gradually giving 
ground where pressed the hardest, but our detachments in following 
them up became separated from ^ach other. About this time the 
enemy in immense force broke into our camp from the east, capturing 
our stragglers and convalescents and pressing near the rear of each 
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point of defense. Onr only hope of safety now lay in a saber charge, 
which appeared to be simultaneously executed on the different parts of 
our line. Captain Marsh handsomely broke through on the north and 
passed westwardly, leaving Captain Jones, whose horse was shot under 
him, and Lieutenant Garrett, wounded, and both were taken prisoners. 

With the small force around me 1 broke the rebel line on the west, and 
with the loss of several of my best men made my way out, chasing a 
large number of rebels, and in turn being followed by a heavy detach- 
ment of the enemy. 

On the west side of town I was joined by Captain Marsh, now carry- 
ing three wounds, notwithstanding which he continued with me on duty 
nearly all day. His wounds are severe but not dangerous. 

Captains Jones and Higgins ably seconded Lieutenant-Colonel Mc- 
^ Heil on the northeast, and passed out with Captain Marsh on the west. 

The former, as before stated, was taken prisoner: and the latter, passing 
around to the south to the aid of Major Bush, wno forced the rebel lines 
on the southeast, and with the aid of many of our officers and men, passed 
through town and back, fighting at every comer and recapturing our 
camp and releasing many of our men who were prisoners ; thence to 
Cold water, where I subsequently joined him and aided Colonel O’Meara 
in preparations for defending his position, then threatened. 

Major Bush’s report (inclosed)* will do justice to other officers who 
were not under my personal observation. I would be doing violence 
to justice were I to omit to mention Lieutenant Stickel, commanding 
Company F, as peculiarly worthy of commendation ; as well also Lieu- 
tenants Weakley and Venard. Lieutenants Hall, Haylor, Moore, and 
Holt, and Captain Whitaker, I am told, acquitted themselves with honor. 

On Sunday morning, under orders of Colonel O’Meara, I came here 
under flag of truc^ and finding the place deserted, and being joined by 
y Lieutenant Stickel with a few men, I took possession of the place and 

held it until the arrival of Colonel Marsh, at 10 o’clock. 

I have to report the loss of 8 men killed (including 1 since dead) and 
39 wounded. A few are yet missing, some of whom may be wounded. 
Somewhere about 70 of my men went to Memphis and are yet there. 

The paroled prisoners reported to Major FuUerton, who left with them 
in my absence, and I am without a list, and cannot report the number, 

^ but it is about 100. This loss is heavy, but the odds were great, and 

any but the most resolute men would have surrendered without attempt- 
ing to fight or escape. 

Our regimental books were saved, but the papery as well as most of 
the company books and papers, were destroyed. Our camp and gar- 
rison equipage, together with baggage and clothing, were aU destroyed, 
except a few tents, and our men are suffering for want of tents, blank- 
ets, clothing, and rubber blankets. 

I cannot close this report without e:^ressing the opinion that this 
y disaster is another added to the long list occasioned by the drunken- 

ness or inefficiency of* commanding officers. I cannot doubt but that 
the place could have been successfiiUy defended by even half the force 
here had suitable precautions been taken and the infantry been con- 
centrated, their officers in camp with them and prepared to fight. This 
was not done; but on the contra^ they were scattered in four or five 
different sections of the place, their officers quietly sleeping at the houses * 

of rebel citizens, who were no doubt apprised of the advance of the enemy 
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au<l would o(‘<*ourse unusually a^froeablo and ])oliti* aTul lavish with 
tluMi* wiiie> and hraiidivs. 

Our list ot' prisoners ])ar()led was increased and our elliciency ue- 
c*i*eased by having a5 men up town on detached duty, as orderlies, mes- 
sengers, provost patrols, iSrc. 

We took lli prisoners, oik* ot* whom was a major. W(* also cai)tnred 
12 otlK*rs, whom we were compelled io release, not being* able to take 
care ot* them. 

All <4* whi<*Ii is respectfullv submitted by your obedicmt servant, 

JOH^^ J. MCTDl), 

Major ^ Oomm a nding, 

Lieut. Ool. John A. Eawlins, 

Isia n t A ilj u fan t- Genera 1. 


llEADQriRTERS SECOND ILLINOIS CAVALRY, 

JloUg Springs, December 2S, 1802. 

Captain: I have the honor to report tluit in obedience, to the verbal 
order of General IMcArtluir I h*ft camp at 10 o’clock p. m. of 24th in- 
vstaiit and reported to (Jolonel Doitzler, commanding at Salem, at 3 
o'clock a, m. of 2oth instant, with 130 men, being parts of Com])aniesC, 
Captain Whitaker; F, Lieutenant Stickel ; G, Lieutenant W'eakley; 
11, Lieutenant IN^aylor, and K, Sergeant IVIitchell. Major Bush accom- 
P'U'.yir.g me nt an early hour, under order of Colonel Deitzler, I moved 
-ow;,i.f ii*!p:v*\ while the infantry moved to the northeast to intersect 
the Saulsbnry and Ripley road, 12 miles northwest of Eipley. 

I arrived at llpdey early in the afternoon, having encountered only 
one scpiad of 5 rebels, wboin we <*r.ptr.Lvl, and from whom I gained in- 
formation of the movements of General Van Dorn. 

From a negro I learned that the rear guard of the rebel army bad 
passed through Eipley at 1 o’clock, and that a large force had encam]K‘d 
1 mile south. 

I approached the town and after a personal reconnaissance dashed 
into the jdace with my men, driving their stragglingrear before us into 
their camp, firing on them as they ran and being fired on by them in 
return. 1 held possession but a short time (knowing my force was en- 
tirely Inadequate to operate on the defensive), hut determined to move 
north to meet Colonel Mizner’s forces, which I learned were advancing 
on the rebel rear. 

Fortunately they were near, and I reported to Colonel Miziier at 3 
o’clock p. m. and was ordered to join in pursuit. 

Kext day at noon I was ordered by Colonel Mizner to move iii direc- 
tion of Oxford, to communicate with Colonel Hatch, said to be advanc- 
ing to support. At 3 o’clock I reported having struck Colonel Hatch’s 
trail leading northeast, and at 4 o’clock Colonel Mizuer’s command over- 
took me. I was then allowed to move according’ to my own judgment 
to this place, and arrived with all men at 8 o’clock last evening 
without casualty of any kind, having sent in C prisoners of war and 
paroled.8 others, who had been conscripted and served against their 
will. 

I took a little provision with me, but left it with Colonel Deitzler, ex- 
pecting to join him on return, but did not; consequently had to forage 
for supplies. !Most of the citizens of Tippah County are unwilling sup- 
porters of the rebellion, and should be as far as possible protected from 
the lawless raids of straggling thieves always following an army. 
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]Srear Hickory Flaks, liO miles from this place, live several Avealthy ami 
uiiseriipuloiis rebels. One of them, by name of .Martin, is said to be em- 
ployed much of the time in ])nrolini deserters ifom the One liundred 
and ninth Kegiment Illinois Volunteers 5 another, by name of Marmon, 
is said to be engaged in same business 5 one by name of Johnson, a 
York man, has a large stock of cattle and 200 slieep, and a Mr. l^otts 
has a very large property. 1 mention their last names to apprise you 
of the Avhereabouts of stock to forage on in case of necessity. 

I desire to report that owing to inability to find the ordnance officer 
I Avas compelled to make this expedition with a very scanty supply of 
ammunition. 

After a long search and delay of an hour I found the ammunition 
train, but the persons present would not issue without a bundle of red 
tape attached, and none of them could tell where the officer Avas quar- 
tered, only that he Avas down-town. Thus the liA^es and safety of my 
men Avere imperiled for the care and convenience of officers Avho prefer 
quartering in houses to remaining in the field. 

All of which is respectfully suffinitted bA^ your obedient serAunt, 

JOnhT J. MUI)D, 

Major^ Gomynanding Second Illinois Cavalry. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ko. 17. 

Orders in relation to the capture of Holly Springs ayid disniisshig Colonel 
Mxirpliy from the service of the United States. 

Special Field Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Thirteenth A. C., 

> Dept, of the Tennessee, 

mo. 33. ' ) Holly Springs^ Miss.^ Deceniber 23, 18G2. 

It is with pain and mortification that the general commanding refiects 
upon the disgraceful surrender of this place, Avith all tlie valuable stores 
it contained, on the 20th instant, and that Avithout any resistance ex- 
cept by a few men, Avho form an honorable exception, and this too after 
warning had been given of the advance of the enemy iiorthAvard the 
evening previous. With all the cotton, public stores, and substantial 
buildings about the depot it would have been perfectly i>racticable to 
have made in a few hours defenses sufficient to resist with a small gar- 
rison all the cavalry force brought against them until the re-enforce- 
ments which the commanding officer was notified were marching to his 
relief could have reached him. The conduct of officers and men in ac- 
cepting paroles under the circumstances is highly reprehensible and, 
to say the least, thoughtless. 

By the terms of the Dix-Hill cartel each party is bound to take care 
of their prisoners and send them to Yicksburg, Miss., or a point on 
James Eiver, Virginia, for exchange-parole, unless some other point is 
mutually agreed upon by the general commanding the opposing armies. , 
By a refusal to be paroled the enemy, from his inability to take care of 
the prisoners, would haA^e been compelled either to have released them 
unconditionally or to have abandoned all further aggressive moA^ements 
for the time Iv ing, which Avould have made their recapture and the dis- 
comfiture of tiu* enemy almost certain. 

It is gratifying to notice in contrast Avith this the conduct of a por- 
tion .of the command 5 conspicuous among whom was the Second Illinois 
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Caviilry, who gallantly and successfully resisted being taken prisoners. 
Tlnnr loss was heavy," but the enemy’s was much greater. Such con- 
duct as theirs will always insure success. 

Had the commandant of the post exercised the usual and ordinary 
precautions for defense the garrison was sufSciently strong to have re- 
])ulsed the enemy, saved our stores from destruction and themselves 
from capture. 

The general is satisfiod that a majority of the troops who 

accepted a parole so t’.: ought] essly and from want of knowledge of 
the cartel referiv*! to, that in fiturc they will not be caught in the 
same way. 

By order of Maj. Gen. TJ. S. Grant: 

jm. A. EAWLII^S, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

General Guders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Tennessee, 

No. 4. ) Holly 8;prings^ Miss., January 8, 18G3. 

# # # # * 

II. Col. B. 0. Murphy, of the Eighth Bogimont Wisconsin Infantry 
Volunteers, having, while in command of the post of Holly Springs, 
^liss., neglected and failed to exercise the usual and ordinary precau- 
tions to guard and protect the same ; having, after repeated and timely 
warning of the approach of the enemy, failed to make any preparations 
for resistance or defense or show any disposition to do so ; and having, 
\citli a force amply sufficient to have repulsed the enemy and protect 
I he public stores, di<gi:L'ofi^lly permitted him to capture the post and 
(h^stroy the stores — and the movement of troops in the face of an enemy 
3*(uidoriiig it impracticable to convene a court-martial for his trial — ^is 
therefore dismissed the service of the United States, to take effect from 
the 20th day of December, 1802, the date of his cowardly and disgrace- 
ful conduct." 

By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant: 

JNO. A. EAWLINS, 
Assista7it Adj7itant- General. 

General Orders, ) War Departiment, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 11. f Washington, January 10, 1803. 

By direction of the President, Col. E. 0. Murphy, Eighth Wisconsin 
Volunteers, is hereby dismissed the service of the United States, for 
allowing his command to be surprised at Holly Springs, Miss., without 
having taken proper steps to protect his post or repulse the enemy, and 
his troops having been found in bed at the time of attack. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gmeral. 


No. 18. 

Reports of Col. JDcnJrnnhi H. Grierson, Sivfh Illinois Cavalry, of opera- 
tions Hecemler r>-2S, including sJcmnislies atBolimr, MUldhlmrg, and 
Ripley, December 24-25. 

Near Colleg-e Hill, December 8, 1802. 
General : Agiw-dily to your letter of instructions of December 4 
I left camp at 5 o’clock p. rn. of the 5th instant, taking 500 men, includ- 
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ing Smithes bdittery, and proceeded toward Panola. W e camped at 
Bernier^s the first night, 12 miles from College Hill, on the Oxford and 
Panola road. 

We moved on the morning of the 6th and arrived at Panola at 1 
o’clock p. m. We then found that a few Confederates had been burn- 
ing cotton early in the morning and large quantities were still burning 
at Batesville, 1 mile southeast of Panola, at the railroad station. 

Upon making inquiries and examining thoroughly we found that the 
steamboat had not been at Panola since early in the spring, and that she 
was now lying at Grenada. 

Hearing that the Federals were camped at Yocknapatalfa, and that 
a small squad had entered Panola on the Tuesday previous, I selected 
some 50 men and endeavored to communicate with them, instructing the 
balance of my command to remain at Panola until dark and then move 
out on the Oxford and Panola road some 3 miles and camp for the night. 
After proceeding some 2 miles toward the river, I learned that a large 
number, some 2,000 Federals, had been on that road but had gone back 
the same day. I pushed steadily on until I arrived Yocknapatalfa and 
there found that a general from General Steele’s command, with a force 
estimated in that vicinity at about 5,000 men — cavalry, artillery, and in- 
fantry — ^had fallen back to the mouth of Coldwater. This information 
was given me by nearly all the citizens, as well as negroes, and I think 
it is correct. I also learned that the general commanding had sent a 
force of cavalry to Oakland and Charleston and some hundred men to 
Coflfeeville to cut the wires and destroy a bridge, which was not fully 
accomplished, the rebels repairing the bridge in three hours. 

It however caused a delay to the Confederates of some twenty-four 
hours, thereby allowing General Grant to come up to their rear at Ox- 
ford. General Steele captured every picket on the road from Helena to 
the mouth of Coldwater, and there he shelled Starke’s company, who were 
on picket, wounding several, capturing some, and scattering the balance 
in every direction, who reported an army of 40,000 men, causing a per- 
fect panic tluoughout that country. A portion of the company arrived 
at Panola, where Starke’s command was camped, when they immediately 
broke up their camp and left in perfect disorder. The people upon the 
line of route which we took appeared to think it was impossible for an 
army to invade Mississippi south of the Tallahatchie, and Steele’s sud- 
den appearance, together with General Grant’s advance, struck them 
with a perfect terror, and they not knowing from what point we came 
still added to their consternation. The bridges on the railroad are re- 
ported to have been destroyed. 

The roads from College Hill to the Yocknapatalfa are good ; the most 
of the way is a good bridge road through heavy timber. There is plenty 
of water on the route and a fair supply of forage could be procured on 
the road and from the adjoining plantations, 3 miles south of Panola. 
There are about 80 head of cattle near Starke’s old camp and one very 
large field of corn this side of Brown’s plantation, which you will notice 
on the map. It is reported that the negi*oes have the small-pox among 
them. I have already handed you a paper published at Panola, which 
gives you a fair illusiiation of the feelings of the people in that country. 

We discovered a large quantity of cotton, some 2,000 bales, on the 
road to Panola, and in that town and vicinity there are many hundred 
bales still concealed. A portion of the cotton on the road lying near 
the residence of Mr. Taylor has been brought from north of the Talla- 
hatchie with the intention of sending it to Jackson, Miss. 

Several hundred bales of cotton belonging to Confederate States of 
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America ’were burned iKJcidentaliy, together with the cars that contained 
them, at Batesville Station a few days previous to our arrival. I will 
inclose a uiax> which will give you distances, names of creeks, of planters, 
&c., which may be of use to you. The few Confederate soldiers I have 
taken 1 have already turned over to yoiu* hea<lquarters. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GEIEESOlsr, 
Colonel Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Commanding United States Forces at College Hill. 


Holly Springs, Miss., December 20, 1SG2. 

Colonel : In obedience to S])ecial Field Orders, li^’o. 4, from head- 
quarters of Colonel Mizner, which I received at 1 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 20th, I marched with ray command from our camp, 5 miles west 
of Spring Dale, at 2 o’clock a. m., arriving at Spring Dale at 4 o’clock 
a. m., where we halted two and a half hours to await the arrival of 
Colonel Mizuer with the rest of his force. About 6.30 o’clock a. m. on the 
same morning we crossed the Yocknapatalfa at the ford near Spring 
Dale and proceeded to Oxford, where we arrived at 1 o’clock p. m., De- 
cember 20 ; halted about three hours and again proceeded on the march 
toward Holly Springs; camped atS o’clock at night 1 mile south ol‘tho 
Tallahat<‘hie; left at 1 o’clock a. m. December 21; arrived at Waterford 
at 7 a. in., where we halted to feed. At this place the command of the 
expedition was assigned to me, and I ordered the First Brigade, under 
Colonel Lee, to march by the main road to Holly Springs, while I pro- 
ceeded in person with the Third Brigade by an untraveled road run- 
ning x)arallel to and east of the main road. At 11 a. m. the two bri- 
gades arrived at Holly Springs simultaneously with an infantry force 
from Waterford, commanded by Colonel Marsh, about an hour previ- 
ous. Here we were detained, by order of Colonel Marsh, until late on 
the afternoon of the 22d, when, by his order, I put the command on the 
march toward Oxford. 

The Sixth Illinois Cavalry had proceeded 1 mile from Holly Springs 
when a dispatch was received from . :oneral Grant ordering me to 

follow Jackson until he was caught or West Tennessee so completely 
exhausted as to render it impossible to support an array. The Third 
^Tiekigan had in the mean time been sent to Grand Junction by order 
of i ;f. .i'l*! Marsh. Upon receipt of the general’s dispatch I immedi- 
ately countermarched the Sixth Illinois Cavalry and proceeded with it 
and the First Brigade at 10 o’clock p. m. to Grand Junction, arriving 
at 7 o’clock a. m, December 23, having passed the Third Michigan in 
the night; halted to feed men and liorses, and collected information 
which led me to believe that the whole force of the enemy under Van 
Dorn had gone in the direction of Bolivar. 

After three hours’ rest, the Third Michigan h*i\'ing again joined us, 1 
started the column northward, arri\ing at Bolivar at 11 o’clock p. ni. 
On the road I distiiicllN saw the camp-fires .of the enemy about 6 miles 
to the southeast of Bolivai*. Having sent out scouts to reconnoiter and 
ascertain their position I moved my command into the town and biv- 
ouacked for the night. About daylight the following morning, Decem- 
ber 24, the enemy having made a circuit of about 11 miles, attacked 
the town on the west, ca,)li!i-ing some iiickets of the First Tennessee 
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Cavalry and 5 stragglers of the Third Michigan, driving in others and 
coming within easy range of the fortifications. I immediately put my 
command in position and sent out Lieutenant Ball with 20 meii to ascer- 
tain their position and strength. The party was fired upon and returned 
the fire, killing 2 of the enemy, but fell back to our lines, reporting 
them in large force. I immediately moved out upon them on the 
Brownsville road, skirmishing and driving them for 2 miles. They not 
heretofore knowing of our x^resence at Bolivar became somewhat con- 
fused. At this point they struck oft* to the southeast, when not know- 
ing their purposes I sent two companies ux)on their trail and tell back to 
the town with my main force. The companies sent out pursued them 
closely, crossing the Summerville road and proceeding on the Middle- 
burg road. Having ascertained their intentions I immediately started 
with my whole force in pursuit. 

At Middleburg the enemy attacked the small force stationed there 
under Colonel Graves, of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry, but were re- 
pulsed with loss. We then came upon their rear and they immediately 
left, taking a southerly direction, on the Van Buren road. 1 (piickly 
threw out skirmishers from the advanced battalion, commanded by 
Major Wallace, of the Fourth Illinois, and gave them one round from 
Lieutenant Curtis’ battery, attached to the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, kill- 
ing 1 and wounding 2 of the enemy and unfortunately wounding 1 of 
our owTi skirmishers. I here dispatched to you our progress. They 
still retreated and we again took up the pursuit,' following them to Van 
Buren and thence to Saiilsbury, dispatching you from both pla-es. 
Finding that they had encamped, and it now being dark, and Colonel 
Lee with his brigade being 5 miles in the rear, to whom 1 had sent re- 
peated orders to close up on the front and to which he i>aid no attention, 
I then sent him a written order, which still found him 5 miles in the 
rear, with skirmishers dismounted on the flanks and front on ground 
over which I had passed with all due caution two hours previously. 1 
turned to the right on the Grand Junction road and awaited his an'ival, 
sending out scouts to watch the movements of the enemy, and there 
encamped for the night. I here received your dispatch acknowledging 
the receipt of my dispatches from Middleburg and Van Buren, copies 
of which you had sent Coloiael Hatch and the commander of the forces 
at Salem. 

The scouts returned at 2 o’clock a. m. December 25 and reported the 
enemy to have left after feeding. At 4 o’clock a. m. I again started in 
I)ursuit. Colonel Mizner rejoined the column about 8 miles south of 
Saulsbury and again assumed command. When within 8 miles of liip- 
ley the Third Michigan being in advance, and their horses appearing 
fiitigiiod, T a.sked permission of Colonel Miziier to move the Sixth Illi- 
nois Cnvalry to the front, which with some hesitation was granted. 
We then moved rapidly on to Eipley, meeting a detachment of the Sec- 
ond Illinois Cavalry, under Major Mudd, who had just arrived from 
Holly Springs. By order of Colonel Mizner I moved with my brigade 
through town to select a camp miles to the south, when I encoun- 
tered the enemy whhin a mile ot' the town and pursued them 7 miles, 
not finding any camp. Three times they formed upon us, but were as 
often repulsed with considerable loss, we succeeding in cax)turing a lieu- 
tenant and 10 men and scattering their rear in every direction. Here I 
ordered Major Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, to charge the enemy -with 
one battalion, to which he promx>tly responded, but had no opportunity, 
as the enemy fled x>recix>itately. In this engagement Van Dorn coin- 
maudl^d in person. It now being after dark fell back miles an4 
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fed, after which I was joined Colonel Mizner with the balance of the 
command- I here i)roposed to Colonel Mizner to follow them and make 
a night attack, which, how^ever, was not ai>proved of. 

We again took up the line of march on the morning of the 2Gth, 
Colonel Lee’s brigade taking the advance. We proceeded to Kew Al- 
bany, on the Tallahatchie, where w^e halted for two hours and again 
moved on to a point 6 miles farther south, toward Pontotoc, where the 
pursuit was given up, and the command turned to the right to recross 
the Tallahatchie at King’s Bridge, but by some mistake the wrong road 
wns taken and we did not arrive at King’s Bridge until after dark. 
Here we encamped, the Pirst Brigade south and my brigade north of 
the river. We here received dispatches from Colonel Hatch at Kew 
Albany. The following day we moved toward Holly Springs, at 3 
o'clock j). Hi. on the 2Stli [sic.]. 

Daring the trip we captured betw’een CO and 70 rebels, 20 of whom 
w’ere turned over to the Second Illinois Cavalry at Eipley, and the rest 
to the p;- v at this post, among whom 1 major and 3 

lieutenants. The arms which we caip^ured were h -i- loss 

is 1 killed (who accidentally shot himself), 2 slightly wounded, and 2 
missing. The horses and mules captured by my regiment will be turned 
over to the post quartermaster. 

I regret not having the hearty co-operation of Colonel Lee, and that 
consequently I was unable to do more for the further success of the 
expeditioji. 

Captains Fisk, Fourth Hlinois, and Lynch, of Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 
distinpra-k 'd themselves by their perseverance in following the trail of 
T :ie e’lemy : - Brownsville road to the M! klh bu'-g road. Lieutenants 

and (Miarlesworth, of Sixth Illinois Cavalry, deserve notice for 
the bravery and success with which they conducted the scout to the 
enemy’s camp on the night of the 24th ; also Lieutenant Curtis, for the 
promptness with which he placed his battery in position in the several 
attacks which we made upon the enemy. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GEIEESOK, 

Colonel Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 

Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Aflj^i^ntt-Geheraly Holly Springs j Miss. 


Ko. 19. 

Report of Col. Jonathan Richmond^ One hundred and twenty-sixth Illi- 
nois Infantry^ of skirmish at Davis^ Mill^ Rec&niber 21. 

La Geanoe, December 26, 1862. 

Snt : I have the honor to report that on the 21st instant Van Dorn’s 
force of cavalry attacked Colonel Morgan, of tho Twrutv f.fth Indiana 
Infantry, at Davis’ MUl. The engagement was briskly from 

12 o’clock m. till 2 o’clock p. m., when our forces drove them back, leav- 
ing in our possession 16 killed, 20 wounded, and 13 taken prisoners, our 
losi^ but 3 slightly wounded. Colonel Morgan’s force consisted of about 
250 effective men. He called on me for re-enforcements ; I sent him one 
piece of artillery of Dresser’s battery; also Captain Curtis’ company, of 
the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, but before they had arrived the enemy had 
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been forced to retire. From what we can learn the enemy carried away 
with them alarge number of dead and wounded. We have some 20 prison- 
ers. Shall we parole them 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. EIOHMOND, 
Colonel^ Commanding Post, 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant. 


ISo. 20 . 

Report of Col. William S, Morgan^ Ticenty-jifth Indiana Infantry j of 
sldrmisli at Pavis^ Mill, December 21. 

Hdqrs. TwentyzPipth Eeoiment Indiana Yols., 

Davis^ Mill, December 26, 1862. 

Captain : The following brief report of the engagement between the 
forces of my command stationed at this place (composed of i>arts of 
Companies A, F, T>, I, C, and H, of the Twenty-fifth Regiment Indiana 
Yolunteer Infantry, with Companies B and M, of the Fifth Ohio Yol- 
iinteer Cavalry, and the rebels under Major-General Van Dorn, on Sun- 
day, the 21st instant, is respectfully submitted : 

information that a large rebel force was moving northward with the 
evident intention of capturing or otherwise disposing of the troops left 
as a guard along the line of the Mississippi Central Railway, as well as 
of destroying the Government stores and the road at various points, 
had been previously received. I at once set to work to erect such de- 
fenses as in my opinion. would best protect my small force from injury 
or capture, prevent the trestle work at this point from being destroyed, 
and at the same time inflict the greatest amount of damage upon the 
enemy. I accordingly took possession of an old saw-mill, which I con- 
verted into a block-house by means of railroad ties and cotton bales. 
This is so situated as to command the entire trestle work and the wagon 
road leading to the mill from the south, crossing Wolf River by abridge, 
distant only about 70 yards^ In this block-house I placed Company H 
of the Twenty-fifth Indiana with a suf&cient amount of ammunition and 
bread to last them a siege of at least forty-eight hours. 

Our work here was completed about dark on Saturday evening, when 
with one-half of my command I erected an earthwork around the base 
of a mound (distant from the bridge over Wolf River about 350 yards), 
and in such a direction as to cover the approach to and with the aid of 
the block-house afford us a cross-fire on the bridge. 

Our circle was completed, and sufficiently strong for an ordinary en- 
gagement by 11 p. m. the same night, and was then, with a sufficient 
amount of ammunition, taken possession of by those of my men who had 
been up to that hour resting in camp. 

At 4 o’clock the following morning (Sunday, the 21st) all were in 
position, prepared for an attack ; but the enemy failing to make his 
appearance we continued our labor on the earthwork, and were in this 
manner occupied until about noon. A few minutes after 12 noon my 
pickets were driven in, and information was received to the effect that 
the enemy (variously estimated at from 5,000 to 10,000) was approach- 
ing from the south. The infantry were at once ordered into and took 
the positions previously assigned them ; that of Companies A, F, D, I, 
and C, of the Twenty-fifth Indiana, being in the fort or earthwork; and 
the cavalry (dismounted) were divided, and a part under the command 
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of Oa]>taiii Henry, of Company ]\I, sent to tlie earthwork ; another divis- 
ion to tlie block-house, as a re-enforcement, and a third party, under 
Lieutenant Slade, to ^iiai-d the approach to the river, about oiie-fiuarter 
of a mile from and to the west of our })ositioii. This dis])osition of my 
force had scarcely been completed when the rebels (as intantr\ and in 
large force) made their appcjirauce, hmmed their line for a charge, and 
came rapidly forward, with a loud cheer, evidently exi)ecliiig to force 
us into a surrender, with little if any resistance on our part. Their im- 
petuosity was checked, however, by the uneven ground, the river, and 
the steady and destructive tire from our defenses. For a time their 
aider appeared to have diminished; but their numbers being largely in- 
(ueased an effort was made to force a passage over the bridge, and for 
this i>urpose their forces were inasse<l and a desperate attempt made 
to secure a footing on our side; but after a most obstinate attempt on 
their i)art and an equally determined resistance on ours of some minutes’ 
duration Ihi-;. v c:vv*o;npc’led to fall back with considerable loss. During 
this time their forces had been gradually and rapidly ri-*. id'- aud 
their line extended from and even beyond the railroad ic. !:• i d't, to 
a distance of 300 or 400 yards to the right, from which they poured upon 
us an almost continuous shower of leaden hail. Effbiffs were also made 
at several points to effect a crossing over the river, but th(‘se were un- 
successful. 

In a short time indications of a second attempt to cross the Imdge 
were apparent, and deep masses, with banners flying, aud iu*ged on by 
their oftliaus, advanced, only to be again driven back in confusion and 
dismay. The tiring by this time was very lieavy along their whole line 
and concentrated upon our little earthwork and block-house; but noth- 
ing daunted, aud now firm in the belief that we could hold them at bay 
iny gallant little baud poured in upon them volley after volley in rapid 
succession. 

kSoon a third and similar attempt to cross was made, but met with a 
like defeat. A few of their men, however, succeeded in crossing, but 
these hastily took refuge under the bridge. After a most incessant 
firing of three and a half hours’ duration the enemy withdrew, leaving 
a part of their dead and such of the wounded as they were unable to 
carry off' the field in our hands. Those who had shielded themselves 
under the bridge, not being able to make their escape with the main 
force, exhibited the usual token of surrender aud wore ordered to and 
took shelter within our works. 

Several attempts were made to fire the trestle work by means of cot- 
ton balls saturated with turpentine. The fire from the block-house was 
poured in upon them with sucli excellent precision and rapidity that 
they were compelled to abandon the enterprise. Some few shielded 
themselves here from the fire by means of the trestle work, and when 
the retreat was ordered were unable to get out of their position without 
great danger, and very wisely hoisted the white flag and presented them- 
selves as prisoners. 

Shortly after the retreat the bearer of a flag of truce ajipt^ared with a 
verbal message from the general commanding desiring to know if a sur- 
render on our ]au*t was in contemplation or had been decided upon, A 
respectful but decided negative was returned in reply. 1 am firmly im- 
pressed with the belief that such a thought had not even been enter- 
tained for a single moment by any officer or private of my command, 
although tlie enemy far outnumbered us. 

From the best information 1 am of the opinion that the rebel fonic 
was not much less than 0,000, while my force numbered only 200 in- 
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fcintry and 50 cavalry. AYith such discrepancies it cannot but be said 
that all are entitled to great credit for their gallant defense on that day, 
Avhich will be ever bright in the memory of the Twenty-tiftli Indiana. 

The enemy left in our hands 22 dead, 30 wounded, and 20 prisoners, 
together with 100 stand of arms. Thirty wounded were (k])Osited by 
them in a house, near a church, about three-quarters of a mile to the 
rear. These were left in care of a surgeon, and from him I learn that 
between 200 and 300 wounded were taken off in ambulances and on 
horseback. Our loss was but 3 slightly wounded and none killed. 

The other four companies of the Twenty-fifth Indiana were at Lamar 
and along the line of the railroad, under the command of Capt. E. O. 
Hastings of Company 0. His line extended from Coldwacer to within 
3 miles south of this point, and was there joined by pickets from here. 
Of these last, 16 men were captured and paroled, but not without a very 
creditable resistance. 

To Major Walker, Adjutant Walker, and Captain Larkin, of the 
Twenty -fifth Indiana; Captain Henry, Company M, Fifth Ohio Tolun- 
teer Cavalry, and the other officers and men of both arms, I am much 
indebted for their skill and the assistance rendered me in preparing our 
defenses; but to single out particular officers and men as being more 
worthy of an honorable mention than others who were present and took 
part in the engagement of December 21 would certainly be doing an 
injustice. 

Our senior assistant surgeon, Dr. 0. L. Thomas, for the skill displayed 
and the kind and humane treatment rendered the euemy^s woiinded is 
deserving of mention. Each and every one did his duty, and if our de- 
fense and conduct during those trying hours meets with the approval 
of our general we shall feel that we have received our reward. We re- 
spectfully ask, however, that along with the names of Donelsoii, Shiloh, 
and Metamora, Davis’ Mill may be inscribed upon our banner. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. MOEGAIs^ 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Indiana Yolunteera. 

Capt. A. J. Buchanan, 

Assistant Adjutant- Geiieral^ District of JaeJeson. 

[Indorse nieiit-.l 

Heabquahtebs Left Wing, January 2, ISG3. 

A copy of Colonel Morgan’s modest report having come into my pos- 
session it is respectfully forwarded to the general commanding. I de- 
sire to call special attention to it as being an affaii* of such gallantry as 
to deserve, in my opinion, special commendation. 

C. S. HAMILTON, 
Brigadier- Genera Z, Comman din g. 


No. 21. 

Report of Col. William H, Graves., Twelfth Miclngm Infantry., of skir- 
mish at Middlehurgj December 24. 

Hdqes. Twelfth Regiment Michigan Infantry, 

Middlehurg^ Tenn.. December 27, 1862. 
Captain : I have the honor to make the following report oi the 
engagement with the enemy at this point: 

4bout 10.3(| a. m, on the 24tl:i instant Lieutenant-Oolonel May of my 
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coTximand started for Bolivar on liorseback. He soon returned with 
the information that the enemy was I took a held-glass 

and went to a prominent point of land near, when I saw them ap- 
.ji-oaclilng in large force— three brigades of cavalry or mounted in- 
•uM'ry. 1 immediately collected my little band (115 muskets, all told) 
and ordered out a few skirmishers. 

A few minutes before 11 o’clock a flag of truce appeared. T met the 
bearer a short distance in front of my block-house, i^e der.ianded an 
unconditional and immediate surrender, in the name of Colonel Griffith, 
c'::cmr"d:r.g Texas brigade. I did not like the manner of the bearer 
v“ r... apix':.jed pompous and overbearing, thinking, I suppose, 

they had a sure" thing on us), and I sent my compliments to Coior.vl 
Griffith, with the answer that I would surrender when whipped, and 
that while he was getting a meal we would try and get a mouthful. 
He wheeled and put spurs to his horse, and I doubled-'^; uickod it to the 
block-house. Had scarcely entered it ere the Haw about me. 

The lasted about two and one-quarter hours, when the 

enemy retirWl, leaving a part of their dead and wounded on the field 
About half an houi* after the enemy had disappeared part of a company 
of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry rode into town. 

Casualties in my command : Wounded, 6, 1 since dead, and prison- 
ers, 13. Eleven guns and "-r ulpmonts were taken with our pickets, &c. 

Company H (in Bolivar rlic time of the action) had been quartered 
some 2^ miles above here, and a few (3) disabled men were left to guard 
them pioperty. The rebels took nine days’ rations, which they had on 
hand ; also 27 knapsacks, G haversacks, 20 canteens, 30 blankets, 10 
overcoats, 40 shirts, 4 pairs of shoes, 18 pairs of pants, 7 dress-coats, 
and 50 prJrr of > oeks, besides their c r : : p r r,r ipage, &c. They also took 
a vaLuahh- , bel nigbig to the .s :»>?• • ib.*:*; also my overcoat, dress- 
coat, &o. But so far as I am concerned they are welcome to all they 
can get the start of me. 

Casualties among the enemy : Nine of their dead and 11 wounded 
were left on the field, and i am reliably informed that they buried 4 of 
theii* dead and carried off quite a number of their wounded. One of 
my men, who was taken prisoner and paroled, says one of the rebel cav- 
alry told him they buried 15 and took off a large number of wounded. 
Tic 'the prisoner) saw 4 of their wounded, who were taken away. We 
15 p-ri^mers, 2 of whom were lieutenants. Fourteen were sent 
i'» Ijvi.YiVj 1 was retained to assist in taken care of his wounded 
comrades. One of their lieutenants was wounded and died in our hos- 
pital. These 15 prisoners are not included with tbe wounded. A rebel 
surgeon came into our lines after the enemy withdrew, and is render- 
ing valuable assistance to our surgeons. 

1 am satisfied in my own miud that the rebel loss, in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, exceeds 100 men, all of whom were Texans. Their loss 
would have been much greater had it not been for some half a dozen 
houses that afforded them shelter. 

We found 45 stand of arms, of all kinds and calibers, scattered about 
the field. 

The detachment at the trestle, 2 miles below, was not disturbed. 

I do not belie myself when I say I am proud of my officers and men. 
They came up to the work nobly. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM H. GEAVES, 

^ Colonel^ Commandiag, 

Capt. John Peutz, 

Actbuj Amniant Adjiitmt-Qencral, 
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Gongratailafory orders npon the defense of Goldwater^ Davls^ MiU^ and 
Middlehnrg, December 20, 21 , and 24. 

General Orders, ) IIdqrs. Department op the Tennessee, 

Ko. 4. i Holly ^prlngs^ Miss.^ January 8, 1863. 

I. The major-general commanding the dexiartment talies just pride 
and satisfaction in congratulating the small garrisons of the posts of 
Coldwater, Davis’ Mill, and IMiddleburg for the heroic defense of their 
positions on the 20tli, 21st, and 24th ultimo, and their successful re- 
pulse of an enemy many times their number. 

The ^Ninetieth Illinois, at Coldwater (its first engagement) ; the de- 
tachment of the veteran Twenty-fifth Indiana, and two companies of 
the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, at Davis’ Mill, and the detachment of the gal- 
lant Twelfth Michigan, at Middleburg, are deserving of the thanks of 
the army, which was in a measure dependent upon the road they sc 
nobly defended for supplies, and they will receive the meed of praise 
ever awarded by a grateful public to those who bravely and success- 
fully do their duty. 

These regiments are entitled to inscribe upon their banners respect- 
ively Coldwater, Davis’ Mill, and Middleburg, with the names of other 
battle-fields made victorious by their valor and discipline. 

It is gratifying to know that at every point where our troops made a 
stand during the late raid of the enemy’s cavalry success followed and 
the enemy was made to suffer a loss in killed and wounded greater than 
the entire garrisons of the places attacked. Especially was this the case 
at Davis’ hiill and Middleburg. The only success gained by Van Dorn 
was at Holly Springs, where the whole garrison was left by their com- 
mander in ignorance of the approach of danger. 

«:##***• 

By order of Maj. Gen. TJ, S. Grant: 

JHO. A. EAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjtctant- General, 



NOVEMBEE 25, 1862. — Capture of Henderson’s Station, Mobile and Ohio 

Railroad, Tenn. 

RH5P>OR.'I’S. 

No. 1. — Lieut. Col. PMueas Pease, Forty-ninth Hlinois Infantry. 

No. 2. — Special Orders from Headquarters Department of the Tennessee. 

Ho. 1. 

B^ort of Lieut. Col. Phineas Pease^ Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Forty-ninth Reot. Illinois Infantry, 

Bethel^ Tenn.^ November 29, 1862. 

Sir : In accordance with General Orders, Ho. 169, dated October 27, 
1862, 1 herewith report the capture of Company B, Forty -ninth Regi- 
ment, which was on detached service at Henderson’s Station, McHaixy 
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County, Tennessee, and numbered in the ag^regat(' (iO men, including 
the otiicerh. The tacts, as near as I can learn, are as follows : 

It has been reported to itk‘ by citizens and contrabands that between 
300 and 400 guerrillas mad(* a raid on the above-named .Ntatiou at about 
5 o’clock on the morning of the 2oth instant and captured Capt. W. P. 
Moore, 3’irst Lieut. John L. Stanley, and Second Lieut. A. J. Mc- 
Gregor, 3 s'*:‘ge:ints, 0 corporals, and 24 privates, and killed Private 
Robert Jhirker. The balance of the company, guarding bridges at dif- 
ferent points, escaped. The men guarding bridges learning that the 
guerrillas had j'ossessioii of the town did not approacli near enough to 
iefirn the fa(*ts oi* the capture, and cannot therefore give full particulars 
until the return or hearing from the officers. 

1 have tlie honor to remain, yours, &c., 

P. PEASE, 

LU'uiemnt’GoloneJ^ Gommandiny Forty-ninth Uegment, 
Louenzo Tiiom^vs, Adjutant-General. 


Eo. 2. 

l^peciaJ Ordvi'H from Headquarters Bejyartment of the Tennessee. 

Special Ordeus, ( Hdqrs. 13Tn A. 0., Dept, oe the Tenn., 

3>1. I La Grange^ Tenn.^ November 27, 1862, 

It having come to the knowledge of the general commanding that 
certain ladies living in the vicinity of rienderson’s Station, Tenn., did, 
afrer a raid by guerrillas upon that station, turn out with buckets and 
extinguish 'a fin* whieh had been kindled by these lawless persons, 
threatening a railroad bridge im])ortant to the Government, and by 
tludr (‘xertious save it, desires that this patriotic conduct shall not go 
unnoticed or unrewarded. It is therefore directed that the command- 
ing <»fiicer of the District of Jackson shall have the names of these ladies 
enrolled and <lire(d. that they be iirotected in their property and the 
<|uiet of their homes, and also that rations be issued to them from time 
to time fre(* ol‘ (*liarge if necessity requires it, and that every facility be 
given them to purchase every article of necessity for the use of them- 
selves and families. ' 

Bv order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant: ^ 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBEE 26, 1862, — Skirmish near Somerville, Tenn. 

Rei)ort of Lieut. Got. Fdward Prince^ Seventh Illinois Gavalry. 

Hdqrs. Seventh Regiment Illinois Cavalry, 
Moseow^ Tenn.^ FTovemher 27, 1862. 
SiE: I report that in pursuance of the orders of the general com- 
.aaiid.ug I proceeded (with the ai'med portion of this regiment which 
spared from camp, consisting of parts of Companies A, B, D, 
E, F, G, H, I, and K, 300 men) on the evening of the 25th to Macon^ 
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tlience on tlie nioriiiiig' of tlie 2r>t]i to ]\ronta.£»’iio\s Bridge, ’leaving Co!n- 
l>aiiies D ami I at ^laeou; that Ironi Moiit.iguc\ Bridge ^ve proceede<l 
to Canuou’s Mill, 23 miles from camp, at which point we struck a fresh 
trail of rebels, being the fourth battalion, gnerrilia Bichardson^s regi- 
ment, 100 strong, Lieutenant-Ooloiiel Dawson commanding. Company 
E and a portion of Company I having been left at the bridge I piclceted 
the crossing with Company G and pursued with Companies A, B, F, 
H, and K. We drove in the rebel i>ickets at charging step about 21 
miles from the crossing, when I found it necessaiy to (i<dach Company 
A to protect the rear, by sending them on a road' leading to our right 
rear; Company B, under command of Lieutenant .McOausland, was in 
the advance, and formed well and rapidly under hre; Company H, under 
comnmud of Captain Webster, was thrown far to the right, and after- 
ward turned the enemy’s left flank; Companies F and K formed rapidly, 
under a heavy fire from dismounted rebels. Observing that there was 
an ax)parently dry slough in our advance, and knowing the rebels would 
not dismount, except under good cover, I dismounted Companies K, F, 
and B, and they charged handsomely on foot, which together with the 
advance of Company H, on the extreme right, routed the enemy, in- 
trenched in a very deep and steep-banked slough. The enemy flkl in 
confusion, throwing away arms, blankets, and everything. Those most 
lucky in mounting horses and fleet of foot escaped; the rest we caught. 
We could not have had more than 80 men engaged. Majors Nelson and 
Koehler were in the fight, who, together with the line officers, deserve 
honorable mention. 

The only fault to .be found with the command was a too great eager- 
ness to get at Ihe enemy. The officers and men betrayed no symptoms 
of fear nor sought any protection from trees. The firing of the rebels 
was very spirited, but wild. Casualties, 4 wounded. The rebel casu- 
alties, as far as names are known, are Captain Moore, contusion of 
cranium, induced by head colliding with a white-oak tree in too pre- 
cipitate a flight; wound dangerous; prisoner paroled. Private George 
lieynolds, thigh shattered ; prisoner paroled. Some wounded escaped; 
others, more or less severe, names not known. Number of prisoners 
taken on expedition 37, including 2 captains (one of whom is the noted 
guerrilla Marshall) and 1 lieutenant. 

Among the many names of those deserving praise for meritorious 
conduct on the field are those of Corporal [Jacob F.] Shull, of Com- 
pany H, and Privates [Charles E.] Martin and [John] Moulding, of 
Comx)an.y B. 

We captured two very handsome colors, one of them the colors of the 
rebel battalion engaged. . " • 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

EDWABD PRINCE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Regiment. 

Captain Eoohester, 

Assistant Adjutant-Qen&ral^ Qumhgh Livision. 
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NOVEMBEE 27-DECE3EBER 6, 1882.— Esp edition from Helejia, Ark., to 
the vicmty of Grenada, Idiss. 


OIF* TBCE DPRI3SrCI3P-^r. 

Nov. 28, 1862. — SMrmishattlio jnnctioiiof the Coldwater and the Tallahatchie, Miss. 
30, 1862. — Skirmish on the Tallahatchie, Miss. 

Destruction of the steamer New Moon, Tallahatchie River, Miss. 
Dec. 1, 1862.— Skirmish on the Yocknapatalfa, near Mitchell’s Cross-Roads, Miss. 

3, 1862. — Skirmish at Oiddand, Miss. 

RR3I»ORTS. 

No. 1.— M^. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Missouri. 

No. 2. — ^Brig. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding District of Eastern 
Arkansas. 

No. 3.— Brig. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition. 

No. 4. — ^Brig. Gen. Cadwalader C. Washburn, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry 
Division. 

No. 5. — Lieut. Col. John S. GrijBBlth, Sixth Texas Cavalry, of skirmish at Oakland. 


No. 1. 

3 

Reports of Maf Gen. Samuel R. Ourtis, U. 8. Army^ commanding Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. 

Saint Louis, Mo., Decemler 8, 1862. 

General Steele telegraphs the expedition into Mississippi successful. 
General Hovey bridged Tallahatchie and Yocknapatalfa Eivers and 
(;apt:.ro;T some armed pickets. Washburn advanced to within 5 miles 
of Grenada, where he found the enemy strong. Destroyed the bridges 
on both railroads and took up the track. Beat the enemy out of Panola, 
3,000 strong, and one field piece. He retreated toward Ooffeeville. 
Washburn has gone to destroy the road at that place. 

SAML. R. OUETIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. BLalleck, Washington^ D. 0. 


Headquarters Department op the Missouri, 

Saint LouiSy Mo.^ December 16, 1862. 

I had the honor, pursuant to your suggestions, to prepare an expe- 
dition to co-operate against Grenada, in conjunction witti movements 
of General Grant, commanding in the Department of the Tennessee. 
Brigadier-General Washburn was ordered to Helena to convey my in- 
structions to Brig. Gen. A. P. Hovey, then commanding at that place, 
where the preparations were immodiately made and reported to you on 
November 8 by with the inquiry as to whether your arrange- 
ments were I should start the column. 
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Matters remained thus till about the 26tli ultimo, \^lieii Brigadier- 
General Steele, having assumed command, found General Grant mov- 
ing toward Grenada, and through General Sherman urging immediate 
action, allowed General Hovey to move without further orders from 
you, immediately reporting the facts to me, and for which I immedi- 
ately asked your approval. 

The movement conformed to my instructions, destroying the railroad 
in rear of the rebel army, and inducing him to retreat" eastward, aban- 
doning his railroad facilities. I consider the movement a decided suc- 
cess, and transmit the details of reports, specially approving the energy 
and spirit manifested bj'- Brigadier-Generals Hovey and Washburn. 

I have the honor, general, to be, your obedient servant, 

SAML. E. CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Commander -in- Ghief. 


2 . 

Eeport of Brig, Gen. Frederick- Steele^ U. 8. Army^ commanding Dktrict 

of Fastern Arkansas. 

, Headquarters District op Eastern Arkansas, * 

Helena^ Ark.^ November 27, 1802. 

General: An expedition, composed of 2,000 cavalry and eight small 
guns, under General Washburn, and a supporting column of 5,000 in- 
fantry and fourteen field pieces, under General Hovey, left’ here this 
morning for the purpose of making a dash upon the railroad near Gren- 
ada and creating a diversion in favor of Grant’s movement. 

The whole command will debark at Delta and take the Eidge road, 
striking the Tallahatchie at Charleston. 

Washburn will push ahead as rapidly as possible with bateaux and 
plank to^eftect a crossing of the river, and attempt to damage both 
branches "of the railroad above Grenada, when he is to fall back upon 
the supporting forces at Charleston. 

General Sherman, after having had an interview with General Grant, 
addressed a letter to the commander of this station requesting that 
some such movement might be made, and General Hovey showed me a 
I communication firom you on the same subject. 

I directed General Hovey to be governed in the details of the move- 
! ment by the instructions contained in your communication to him. 

! I learned from a late captain just from Price’s array, a ^ew Yorker, 

that the entire force under Pembefton’s command will scarcely amount 
to 50,000^that they are disheartened and demoralized and will make 
but a feeble resistance. I have no doubt but that Grant will meet with 
complete success, , 

Montgomery has just returned from Post of Arkansas; he was inside 
of the fort. I will send you a sketch. There is plenty of water in 
I White Eiver and the Arkansas is still higher. 

! I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' PEED’K STEELE, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

; Maj. Gen. Samuel E. Curtis, 8aint LouiSj Mo. 

^ 34 R R— VOL xvn 
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NTo. 3. 

Reports, of Brig, Qm. Alvm P. Hovey^ TI, 8, Army,, eommajidmg Pxyedi- 

tion. 

Headquarters Expedition to Mississippi, 

December 3, 1862. 

Genebajl : I have the honor to report that we left Delta on Friday 
moTvzr^. 2Sth ultimo, the cavalry in advance, under Brij^-adier-General 
His forces arrived at the mouth of Ooldwater, a distance 
of 45 miles, the same day, and drove back the enemy^s pickets with his 
small guns, taking several prisoners and several stand of smaU-arms, 
On the next day at 3 o’clock p. m. the infantry arrived, and by 5 o’clock 
our pioneers had a good bridge across the Tallahatchie. 

The cavalry was marched across the river and were all in motion on 
the east bank by 7 o’clock. General Washburn prrrv'rfVd within 5 
miles of Grenada, where he was satisfied that he u,,. ' .ake a suc- 
cessful attack, as that place was strongly defended by superior numbers. 
He succeeded in destroying one o:» the Central Eailroad and two 

on the Mississippi and Tennessee Eailroad, besides tearing up a part of 
the track. I think he has seriously damaged the last-named road, but 
I am not satisfied with the injury done to the other. To-day he goes to 
Oakland with the intention of making an efiort to destroy the road at 
Goffeeville. 

Last night he was at Panola, where 3,000 rebels were stationed when 
we arrived at this place. When two regiments of our infantry forces, 
the Eleventh and Twenty-fourth Indiana, were thrown ibrward to sup- 
port General Washburn and keep the rebels from crossing a ferry 12 
miles ftom this place in his rear, they encountered the skirmishers of 
the rebels on the north bank of the Tocknapatalfa Eiver. The skir- 
mish continued for several hours, when Washburn returned and with 
his little howitzers drove them back. We have now bridged the Tock- 
napatalfa and have four regiments guarding the roads and rear of 
Washburn’s advance. 

We have heard rothing from you nor from Grant’s forces. I do not 
know that we can do ?nu(di more here unless we are re-enforced. If 
you could send me 5,000 infantry I can guard our rear and bridges and 
take Grenada. The roads are becoming very bad and what is done 
here must be done quickly. Give me your commands by the bearer to- 
night- Do not regard this report as my ofiioial report. It is written 
in great haste and without full details from General Washburn. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

ALVIIsr P. HO VET, 

Brigadier ’General^ Commanding Expedition, 

Brig. Gen. Feed. Steele, 

Commanding Eastern JOistriot of Aricansas, 

P. S. — ^The enemy at Panola heard our small guns and fled in the 
direction of Ooffee^e. 


Headquarters Expedition into Mississippi, 

Mouth of Cold/water^ Miss.^ JDeeemh&r 6 , 1862. 

General : I have the honor to report that in conformity with your 
orders, and orders heretofore received by me from Major-General Curtis, 
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I embarked 5,000 infantry of the Second and Fourth Divisions and 
2,000 cavalry, together with two sections from each battery belonging 
to said divisions, on board sixteen steamers at Helena, and disembarked 
the same at Delta on the 27th ultimo. 

The cavalry on the following day, under command of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Washburn, was pushed forward to the mouth of the Ooldwater, a 
distance of 45 miles, and after a spirited skirmish drove the enemy’s 
pickets from the east bank of the Tallahatchie. 

The pioneer company, under command of First Lieutenant Meyers, 
immediately commenced building a bridge across the Tallahatchie, 
which waa 5anished by 4 p, m. on the next day, by which time the head 
of the infantry column had reached the west bank of the river. Before 
dark the cavalry, with six small guns ; the Eleventh Indiana Volun- 
teers, under Lieut. Ool. Daniel Macauiey ; Twenty-fourth Indiana Vol- 
unteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Barter, both commanded by Col. Will- 
iam T. Spicely, Twenty fourth Indiana, had crossed the bridge. On the 
same night, NTovember 20, General Washburn dashed forward to within 
7 miles of Grenada. 

On the next morning, November 30, to support his column and pro- 
tect his rear, Colonel Spicely was ordered to advance the Eleventh and 
Twenty-fourth Indiana to Mitchell’s Cross-Roads, a point about 12 miles 
northeast of our camp, on the Tallahatchie. 

On the succeeding day, December 1, the pickets of the Eleventh and 
Twenty-fourth, under command of Major Darnall, Eleventh Indiana, 
commenced a lively skirmish with the enemy across a small river known 
on tlie maps as the Yocknapatalfa, which continued without much injury 
for several hours and until our cavalry returned, when General Wash- 
burn caused his small guns to be brought to bear upon the enemy and 
they precipitately fled. A bridge was soon constructed over this stream , 
and the cavalry encamped that night with the infantry on the held of 
the late skirmish. 

Brigadier-General Washburn fully and accurately describes his move- 
ments and several dashes in detail in his report, a copy of which is here- 
with transmitted. 

It gives me great pleasure to say that Brigadier-General Washburn’s 
conduct during our expedition was dashing, bold, fearless, andeflective, 
and could not have been excelled. 

To the enemy our cavalry seemed ubiquitous — at Charleston, near 
Gr^ada, at Panola, Oakland, all within so short a time that the enemy 
supposed several columns were advancing on the rear of General Pem- 
berton’s army, and gave rise to the wildest conjectures as to the magni- 
tude of our forces and designs. Major-General Grant in the mean time 
had been pressing the enemy near Abbeville, and as soon as the rebels 
were apprised of our presence in their rear an order was promulgated 
in their camp ordering three days’ rations and preparations for retreat. 
Intercepted letters, prisoners, and citizens confirm this fact beyond 
doubt. 

Our demonstration and diversion was complete, and before your order 
expressing satisfaction with our labors and ordering our return was -re- 
ceived the whole body of the rebel forces under Pemberton had broken 
camp on the Tallahatchie and retreated to the south and east of our 
camp. 

On the 30th I ordered Captain Owen, First Indiana Cavalry, to pro- 
ceed down the Tallahatchie and capture or burn the steamer New Moon. 
This he fully accomplished by burning her and returned the same even- 
ing. In our several skirmishes we had many horses killed and 1 man 
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killed aud 14 wounded. 1 kave every reason to believe the enemy 
suhered far more severely. 

Besides burning’ bridges on both railroads, cutting telegraph wires, 
and tearing up the track our troops destroyed 1 locomotive and about 
30 freight cars and took 40 inisoners. 

As for bravery, energy, endurance, forbearance, and cheerfulness the 
conduct of officers and men was admirable. for ten days to 

storms and cold they seemed as fresh and ■,*«. service on their 

return as they were on the day of their embarkation. Their health 
under the circumstances is remarkable, and I cannot refrain from saying 
that it may to a great extent be attributed to the watchfulness and care 
of S: . Jessup and Casselberry and the medical corps under their 
charge. To the members of my staff, Capt. John E. Phillips, assistant 
"errd; Caphf.ii Owen and Lieutenant McQuiddy, I am under 
many obligations for .1 untiring energy, bravery, and endurance. 
They fully performed their res]>ective duties. 

I cannot refrain from stating to you the effects of the great evil grow- 
ing out of our commercial intercourse with the rebels. Ur/j[>nncii)]cd 
sharpers and Je'iws arc snppB lug the enemy with all they want. Ourforces 
penetrated 90 miles into the very heart of Mississippi and every wliere 
we were met with boots, shoes, clothing, and goods an-chrs. by open 
and avowed rebels at Delta and FriaPs Point. Th.^ f; arc del- 

uging the country with contraband goods, and letters intercepted from 
the army show from whence they are receiving their sni)])lu‘s. War 
and commerce with the same people ! What a Utopian dream ! Fvery 
secret of our camps is carried, by the same men that formerly sold their 
God for thirty pieces of silver, to our worst enemies for a few pounds of 
cotton. I have made three expeditious into the euemy^s country beyond 
Helena, and every where I ffnd the Llighthig effects of their cupidity. 
No expedition has ever been dreamed of at Helemi that these blood- 
hounds of commerce have not scented out and carried to our enemies 
days in advance. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your mt)st obedient servant, 

ALVIN P. HOVEY, 
Bi'l(j(idiey-Geiieral^ ■.// * Expedition, 

Brig. Gen. Fred. Steele, 

Commanding Eastern JDistrict of ArMnsas. 


HeadquartekvS Expedition, &o., 

jSteamer Emma^ Eecember (>, 18Gi3. 

General : I have just arrived. The head of our column will be ivil hiu 
7 miles of Delta to-night, and we will liave to have boats to take the 
troops to Helena. The road to Helena isiuipaHsableon the Mississippi 
side, and I think time would be saved if the wlioles ibree could disem- 
bark at Helena. The men are much fatigued and worn down by travel- 
ing through the mud. 

F(dlowlng in the rear of the commands are at least 500 contrabands 
of all si 2 ' k.-des, and conditions. What shall be done with 

them ? S ■ li . b i hem to Helena or leave them on the bank ? 

I :-i\v ':'v to be, your obedient servant, 

ALVIN P. HOVEY, 

Erigadicr-Ocneralj CoinmviaHmj Exjpedition. 

Brig. Gen. Fred. Steele. 
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Hbqrs. U. S. Forces, Expedition to Mississippi, 

Deceynher 6, 1862. 

The general commapdiug the expedition to Mississippi desires to ex- 
press to the officers and soldiers under his command his gratification lor 
tlie cheerfulness and bravery displayed by them during The expedition. 
Though exposed without tents to cold rains and compelled to march 
over heavy roads they have accomplished one of the most remarkable 
marches made during the war, penetrating to the very heart of the eu- 
emy^s country, cutting their roads and safely returning, though hedged 
ill on both sides by greatly superior numbers. Tins has beeii done with 
the alacrity and cheerfulness of true soldiers, and the general command- 
ing takes pride in announcing to yon that the object^of the expedition 
has been fully accomplished. Brigadier-General Washburn’s energy 
and skill deserve particular mention. 

By order of Alvin P. Hovey, brigadier-general commanding’ : 

JOHF E. PHILLIPS, " 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Fo. 4. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Cadtoalader C. Washhiirn, U. 8, Army ^ commanding 

Cavalry Division. 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Mouth of Goldnmter Biver^ Mlss,^ December 4, 1862, 

Captain : I have the honor to report in regard to the operations of 
the forces placed under my command in connection with the expedition 
into Mississippi that the force was embarked and sailed from Helena 
at about 2 p. ni. on Thursday, liTovember 27. The embarkation was 
delayed several hours iii consequence of insufficient transportation and 
negligence on the ])art of the quartermaster in not having the boats, 
which had been long in port, properly coaled and in readiness. In con- 
sequence I was not able to make mj^ landing at Delta and disembark 
the cavalry forces which composed my command until after dark. The 
force I had with me was 1,925 strong and consisted of detachments 
from the following regiments, viz : First Indiana Cavalry, 300, com- 
manded by Captain Walker; Kinth Illinois Cavalry, 150, commanded 
by Major Burgh; Third Iowa Cavaliy, iSS, commanded by Major {Scott; 
Fourth low^a Cavalry, 20i, commanded by Cajitain Perkins; Fifth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, 212, commanded by Major Sjeley. Total, 1,050. 

The above I formed into one brigade under the command of Col. Hall 
Wilson, of the Fifth Illinois Cavalry. 

Sixth Missouri Cavalry, 150, commanded by Major Hawkins ; Fifth 
Kansas Cavalry, 208, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins; 
Tenth Illinois Cavalry, 02, commanded by Captain Anderson ; Third 
Illinois Cavalry, 200, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Buggies; Sec- 
ond Wisconsin Cavalry, 225, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Sterl- 
ing. Total, 875. 

The last named were placed under command of Col. Thomas Stephens, 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry. 

As soon as possible after landing I took up my line of march for the 
interior and bivouacked for the night about 8 miles from the Mississippi 
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River. T took no lontfi or baggage of any kind, and abont, tbre<'. davn’ 
rations. 1 broke camp at i ' '^■■Iday and mar<‘bcd :i5 miles on 

tliat day to tbe west bank r ■* " V'-: - River, just below its junction 
with the Ooldwater, 

During this day^s march we captured several rebel pickets and cou- 
riers. We found that reports of our landing had preceded us, and the 
impression prevailed that we were approach.ir.g in great force. From 
negroes that we met we learned that there was a force of rebel cavalry 
encamped at the mouth of Ooldwater, and that a largo party of negroes 
had been collected near there to blockade the road and throw up forti- 
fications. Wishing to surprise them, if possible, 1 delayed the column 
slightly, so as not to arrive at the river until after As we 

approrc^cd the ferry where they were supposed to be encamped I 
OL“(..oroa C< iptain Walker, who commanded the detachment of First Indi- 
ana Cavalry, to dismount a party of his men and throw them forward 
as quietly as possible to the bank of the river, and at the same time to 
detach his horses from his small guns and have his men run them 
quietly forward by hand. He soon came in sight of their cnmp-riri-s on 
the east bank of the river, and could distinctly see largo numbers of 
soldiers r.wvi^g r.-^ouEd them. They were ki-.-.ghkig. talking, singing, 
and c-rjc\ ;:ig i iN‘n\M‘.v quite merrily. Captain Walker immediately 
broughi Jii'. P; bear at a distance of about 300 yards and opemsl 
out with all four at once, while the dismounted men ])oured a \ olky ini o 
them from the river baiik. The enemy fled with the utmost precipita- 
tion, leaving many horses and arms upon the ground. The next day 
5 of them, very severely wounded, were found in houses by the road- 
side, and the negroes reported that they had 3 killed in the cngagomcnt 

I encamped for the night on the banks of the ?'a:la]n;t(i'de Itivoi*. 
The river at this point is deep and sluggish, and is about 120 yards 
across. We here found a ferry with one ferry-boat, 40 or 50 feet in length. 
It was my intention to bridge the river during the night, and for that 
purpose I took along with me 5,000 feet of inch pine lumber and five 
small boats, sent from Memphis ^ but an examination of the boats ])roved 
them to be leaky and worthless, and wc had to delay operntioris until 
morning. Being convinced that the means furnished fe.* were 

wholly inadequate, I dispatched parties up the Cold water and down 
tlie Tallahatchie to hunt for boats. They found two largo flats up tlie 
Ooldwater, but they found the river full of snags, and it was not until 
nearly 4 p. m. that they succeeded in getting them down. By 4.30 
]). m. I had the bridge coTr.]>leted, and by C p. m. I had my entire force of 
(javalry on the eastern bank of the river. My orders were to march my 
force as rapidly as to the rear of the rebel army and destroy 

hi'i tclograph*? and ■ .'.'I'.' communications. To do the latter the most 
.■‘b i 'ii’ ei\ : I '.ought it best to march directly on Grenada, l-'ncwing 
that there were there two important railroad bridges across the Vaia- 
biisha River— -the one on the Mississippi Central Railroad and the otlier 
on the Mississippi and Tennessee Railroad. The distance to make to 
reach Grenada was 50 miles, but by pushing hard I deemed it possible 
to reach there by dayl.'gid r.cx^' :'!07*.ii::g. After ling :'..-aily cast, 
along the Tocknapatalfa River (commonly called t (.ck ia), about 11 
miles, the roads fork, one road going toFanola,the other to Charleston 
and Grenada. A few yards from the forks of the road, on the Panola 
road, is a ferry across the Yockna, and the head of my column turned 
down the Panola road to the ferry to water their horses. They were at 
once fir^ upon by a heavy rebel picket. Major Hawkins, of the Sixth 
Missouri, immediately broughthis small howitzers to bear, and we soon 
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silenced tLo eneiny and drove him away. We afterward learned that 
they were the pickets of a cavalry force of 3,000, who were encam])ed 6 
miles up the Panola road, who on -rrr.r 2 ' ' ar guns supposed we were 
bound for Panola, and they retreat . , . , . point. After leaving this 
point we were several times fired upon by the pickets of the enemy, 
which compelled us to feel our way during the night. 

At dr.yjiglit I found myself at Preston, a little town 16 miles from 
Grenada. When I arrived here I found it would be impossible for me 
to reach Hardy Station, the first station above Grenada, on the Missis- 
sippi and Tennessee Eailroad, in time to intercept the up train, wliich 
I ascertained usually left at 8 a. m. I detached Capt. A. M. Sherman, 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry, \vith 200 men of the Second Wisconsin and 
Fifth Illinois, to cross over to the Mississippi and Tennessee Eailroad, 
at Garner Station, which was only 4 miles distant, and destroy the tele- 
graph and such bridges as he could find, and if possible to capture the 
train. He burned one bridge over 100 feet long and cut the telegraph. 
He was also instructed on leaving Garner Station to cross through the 
woods to the Mississippi Central, a distance of 9 miles, in an air line, 
and hunt for and destroy bridges and cut the ■f'flogrr.ph. This last, 
from the character of the country to be passed over, he i'ovak. would be 
impracticable. The train from Grenada did not come up. With the 
remainder of the column I passed on down toward Grenada. About 9 
a. m.. my horses being !1 ‘ ./i ly jaded, I found it necessary to stop 
and iWl and rest them, Ii for about two hours. I then passed 

on to Hardy Station. About half a mile below the station I found a 
bridge about 100 feet in length, which I burned, and also destroyed 
several hundred yards of telegraph wire, and one :c-\\ one box, 

and ten platform cars. We here learned that our coming had preceded 
us by several hours, and that the evening previous 1,100 infantry had 
come down the road from Panola to Grenada. 

At Hardy Station the road we traveled crossed the railroad and 
])asscd down between the Mississippi and Tennessee and Mississippi 
Central. Passing down the road toward Grenada for about 2 miles, 
and hearing from the negroes that trains of cars wor-, ell night 

down the Central Eailroad toward Grenada, loaded ill: being 

in a iierfect trap between the two railroads, in a low and densely wooded 
bottom, with no knowledge in regard to roads, and knowi^'g that they 
had had time to send ample force from Abbeville, I deemed it too haz- 
ardous to proceed farther in that direction. I here detached Major 
Burgh, of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, with 100 men, armed with (iarbiiies, 
crow-bars, and axes, and directed them to cross the country, through the 
woods and caiiebrakes, until they should strike the Central Mississippi 
Eailroad, and then destroy the telegraph and all the bridges they could 
find. They successfully performed the service, destroy hig the ieh‘g:M|>h, 
tearing up the railroad track, and burning one small bridge, being the 
only one they could find, they having an rnintr--’ rl view of the track 
for a long distance each way. While tii.;- i • n lv;. . a train of cars 
loaded with soldiers came slowly up the track from toward Grenada, 
\ r, -. ling their way to find out where we were. They fell back 
I'i I. Major Burgh and party. Major Burgh, having done all 

the damage to the railroad he could, fell back to the main column. 

By this time it was nearly I'lirrhl: my horses and men were too thor- 
oughly tired out and my ■ of the country was too limited to 

justify me in periling my Ixdi- i‘ .irc h\ ' ■. id uri*-g farther, and I accord- 
ingly fell back about 16 miles and d jor the night. Before 
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doing SO I hesitated as to the route I should take on my return. T was 
at the point where the main road from Abbeville and Coifee\ulle inter- 
sected the road I passed down upon, about 5 miles from Grenada. I 
felt the importance of striking Ooifeeville and destroying some bridges 
that I heard of there, and from there fall back via Oakland, on the Mis- 
sissippi and Tennessee road. Coffeeville was 13 miles ofr and Oakland 
30 ; but on reflection I determined not to do so. Had I taken the other 
road the result might have ''vr-.'! disastrous. 

Sunday night a force of ■' • rbel cavalry came into Oakland in pur- 
suit of me with two field pieces. After feeding and resting for a short 
time they proceeded on to Grenada via Coffeeville. Had I taken the 
other road via Coffeeville, and the only other one by which we could 
return, we should have encountered this force. As we should have 
been compelled to go into camp from sheer exhaustion soon after leav- 
ing Coffeeville they would no doubt have come upon us in camp, and 
with more than- double our numbers and a perfect knowledge of the 
country they would have had us at great disadvantage. 

On Monday Tnorr.iri;: I broke camp, 4 miles beyond Charleston, and 
marched to Miicin-ll's Cross-Eoads, 12 miles from the mouth of Cold- 
water, where we found that General Hovey had sent forward to that 
point about 1,200 infantry and four field pieces. I had scarcely arrived 
at MitchelPs Cross-Eoads when word came into camp that two com- 
panies of infantry, sent out by Colonel Spicely on the Panola road as a 
picket, were fighting and in danger of being cut oft'. Without waiting 
an instant I threw my force forward, Captain Walker, of the .First In- 
diana, with his little howitzers in front, and Major Burgh, of the I^inth 
Illinois Cavalry^ immediately following. As soon as wo came in sight 
of the enemy Captain Walker and Major Burgh brought their guns into 
position, and a few well-directed shots sent the enemy flying. The 
enemy was posted on the north side of theTockna, a deep stream about 
125 feet wide, crossed by a ferry. I immediately threw a iri-'li »ii !d‘ 
Captain Walker’s command across the stream, who : U.-n liv; l\ 

for a few miles, until farther pursuit was useless. was i)art 

of Starke’s cavalry. 

Being now entirely out of rations I sent into the mouth of Cold- 
water, where the supply train was, for two days’ rations to bo sent out 
during the night, in lending to inarch early next morning and endeavor 
to reach Coffeeville. My men had their horses saddled un j r.d ;r. i iMdl- 
ness at daylight, but no rations came. Owing to the b:'e;;king dovii 
of wagons they did not come up so that the rations could be di->u il)uted 
before 2 p. m. 

This day, Tuesday, December 2, it rained incessantly all day, Not 
being able to march on Coff'eeville, owing to the want of rations, and 
lviim\Iiig thsit the enemy were in considerable force at Panola, on the 
'fii I el: 'r, 14 miles from my camp, where they had fortified to defend 
the crossing, and also at Belmont, 7 miles farther up the river, I con- 
cluded that I would go up there and reconnoiter and if possible drive 
these forces away, so as to have no force in my rear when I should move 
toward Coffeeville the following day. 

I left camp about 2 p. m. and rode rapidly to Panola. About miles 
before reaching the town we came upon their camp (apparently a very 
large one), but we found nobody to receive us, they having fled the 
night before. I sent M^or Burgh with the Ninth Hlinois Cavalry for- 
ward, who took possession of the town and captured a few prisoners. 
We also ascertained from negroes who had been at work on the fortifi- 



cations at Belmont that they abandoned their works there and fled in 
great precipitation when they heard of our approach. After occupying 
Panola we returned same night to our camp near MitchelPs Cross-Eoads. 
I did not disturb the railroad at Panola or burn any bridge, having 
already rendered it useless to the rebels and knowing we should want 
to use it very shortly. 

The next morning early I took up my line of march for Coffeeville 
via Oakland. I ordered Colonel Spicely, who was in command of the 
advance infantry and artillery force, to throw forward for my support 
as far as Oakland 600 infantry and two field pieces, which ho did, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Torrence, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry. 
The roads were very heavy and the inarch was tedious. As we ap- 
proached Oakland our information was that there was no enemy thero 
and had been none since Sunday night; but about 1 mile before reach- 
ing town the advance guard from the First Indiana came in sight of 2 
or 3 rebel pickets. Each party fired, and the pickets fled, hotly pur- 
sued. The road here was narrow and the ground on both sides lined 
with a dense growth of small sajfiings, with a fence on each side. The 
advance immediately formed in line so far as the nature of the ^ound 
would admit. They found the rebels dismounted aud drawn up in line 
in large force in a most a^l'".: , osition. The advance stood 

their ground manfully and 'i, -"i » .*; i ■ i.i fire with great coolness and 
lirecision. After delivering their lire the enemy charged upon them in 
great force, and the ground being such as to reuder.it impossible for 
them to reform, they were compelled to fall back about 200 yards to an 
opening, where I was able to deploy to the right and left of the road. 
Supposing that the force was thr- !ar:rr cavalry force that 0 (‘cupied Oak- 
land on Sunday night I felt ..•.••,.,■11 -d to move with much caution and 
beat up the woods as I proceeded. This occupied some little time, we 
in the mean time having got our howitzers in position and shelled the 
woods in all directions where an enemy seemed jirobable. Advancing 
with our lines extended we entered the town just in time to get sight 
of the enemy. Colonel Stephens, commanding the Second Brigades 
having deployed on the left, was first to enter the town, aud as soon as 
he camo in sight of the enemy charged upon them and drove them witii 
great rnpuliiy the town and down the road to Oofieeville. We 

captured r- v. .piibe-* ^uisoners, horses, arms, and 5,000 rounds of Minie- 
rifle enr^-ridges. and we found at different houses in town about a dozen 
so badly. wounded that they could not be taken away, among them Cap- 
tain Griffin, of the First Texas Legion, whose arm was shattered by a 
pistol ball ; also a chaplain, surgeon, and 2 lieutenants of a Texas regi- 
ment. Some of their wounded were fatally so. 

I have to report no loss of men during the engagement, but about 10 
men wounded, only 1 of them seriously. The First Indiana lost 8 or 
10 horses, which were killed during the engagement, and my body 
guard had 6 horses killed, and Lieutenant ]\fe,yers, commanding the 
body guard, had his horse shot under him and a bullet shot through 
his coat. I regret to have to report that during the confusion that 
ensued when the enemy charged on the head of our column, and before 
the First Indiana could get their guns in position, one of them, which 
had been too far advanced to the front, was captured and borne off by 
the enemy. This is the only event of the expedition that I have cause 
to regret ; and yet knowing as I do from personal observation the deter- 
mined character of the first onset of the enemy 1 do not regard the 
event as surprising, or one for which the company to which the gun 
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bolon.£?o(l is censurable. The conduct of Captain Walker throughout 
is woii3hy of nil 

When at : ' was 15 miles from Oofifeeville. From prisoners 

captured and from citizens I learned that the rebel army had lied from 
Abbeville and were falling back rapidly via Water Valley and Ooffee- 
ville. I also learned that the cavalry force which we encountered at 
Oakland were Texas troops and about 1,500 strong, and were part of a ^ 
force which left Coffeeville that morning in pursuit of me; that it was 
divided into three different parties, each of about that number, and left 
on as many different routes. Cor r^hidiuT that they would all fall back 
on Ooffeeville, and being satisfied that more or less force from Pricers 
army was at Ooffeeville, I deemed it highly imprudei ■ i I ■ ; ■ ' ■ : ■ I f. . ■ I ■ ■ , ■. 

as my whole force of infantry and cavalry did not 1 

bivouacked for the night on the public square at Oakland. Though 
near the enemy in large force, with the precautions I had taken I felt 
perfectly secure. I knew that the enemy was retreating on the road 
not 10 miles in an air line from me, but I felt confident that ho was in 
too great a hurry to turn aside to fight me, particularly as they had 
received such exaggerated reports of the forces under General Ilovey^s 
command. I determined to remain here and send back for a portion 
of the remaining infantry to be sent up to my v t that I might 
proceed on to their line of retreat and harass the;.* a - ■ ■ v passed ; but 
about 12 o’clock at night I received a dispatch from General Hovey 
transmitting a dispatch from General Steele elating II. at the object of 
iin‘ had been fully accomplished iiia! (nifiMing the entire force 

to return to Helena immediately. I allowed my men to rest quietly at 
Oakland until morning, when I quietly and deliberately, but reluctantly, 
returned. 

The day I returned from Oakland it rained hard all day, and with 
the previous rains was calculated to excite just apprehensions that we 
could not get back with our artillery to the Mississippi across the low 
alluvial bottom which wo had passed over in going out. 'No i)erson that 
has not passed over this road can have a just estimate of it in a wet 
time. For 50 miles from the Mississippi or 10 miles beyond the Talla- 
hatchie the land is an alluvial formation filled with ponds, sloiigiis, and 
bayous, and subject to annual overflow, and the roads are ini])jissablc as 
soon as the fall rains begin. 

In conclusion I beg to say that the result of the expedition has on 
the whole been eminently successful. Had I possessed in advgnco the 
knowledge I now have I could have done some things I left undone; but 
my main object, which was to stampede the rebel army, could not have 
been more effectually accomplished. At no time, except at Oakland, 
had I over 1,025 nioii, and then I had 600 infantry and two field pieces, 
which came up just at night. The impression i)revailod wherever we 
went that we were the advance of a force of 30,000 tliaf was to cut off 
Price. The inlantry s5nt forward to my support at Mitchell’s Gross- 
Eoads consisted of the Eleventh Indiana, Colonel Macauley, 400; Twen- 
ty-fourth Indiana, Lieutenant-Oolonel Barter, 370 ; Twenty-eighth ^nd 
Thirtieth Iowa, Lieutenant-Colonel Torrenc^ 600, and an Iowa battery, 
Captain GrifSths, all under the command of Colonel Spicely, of Indiana, 
an able and efficient officer. 

Of the temper of both officers and men under my command I cannot 
speak in too high terms of praise. From the time of my landing at Delta 
to this time my command has marched over 200 miles. The weather 
for two days out of six has been most inclement, raining incessantly. 
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Without touts of any kind and not a too plentiful supply of rations, I 
have never heard a word of complaint or dissatisfaction. The health of 
the command has continned excellent. 

To my personal staff, who accomijanied me on the expedition, Oapt. 
W. H. ^lorffan, assistant adj(it.iut-jvencral; Oapts. John Whytock and 
G. W. Iting, i am under many obligations for efilcient services. 
Eespectfully, yours, 


Oapt. John E. Phillips, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


O. 0. WASHBUEF, 

Brigadier- General. 


No. 6. 

Report of Lieut. Col. JoTm 8. Griffith, Sixth Texas Cavalry, commanding 
Cmalry Brigade, of shirmish at OaMand, Miss., Becemher 3. 

Headquarters First Texas Cavalry Brigade, 

Yalobusha County, Miss., Lecember 6, 18C2. 

General : In obedience to your order I left Tobytnbbyville on the 
29th ultimo with the First Texas Legion, numbering 458 men, under 
command of Lieut. Ool. [E. E.] Hawkins ; the Third Texas Eegimont 
(437 men), commanded by Lieut. Ool. [J. B.] Boggess ; the Sixth Texas 
T'l (3(19 men), commanded by Oapt. Jack Wharton, and Oapt. 

i raiK-i'. a battery of four guns, under command of Lieut. 

David VV. iiudgeus. 

On the 30th J arrived, after a forced march, at Oakland, and hearing 
that a body of 2,00(1 of the enemy’s cavalry had crossed the Memphis 
and Grenada Eailroad 5 or 6 miles south of this point en route for Oof- 
fee^ille, and to destroy the Central Eailroad between this place and 
Grenada, I gave pursuit. The enemy hearing of my approach fled back 
to Charleston and Mitchell’s Oross-Eoads, near to Bird’s Ferry, on the 
Yocknapatalfa. 

On the Ist instant I went down on the west side of the Central Eail- 
road to- Grenada, restored confidence there, causing several trains to bo 
sent up to the army then retreating. Called on (J-eneral Winter, who 
was then in command at this point, and by whom I was informed 
that the enemy were in Preston in strong force. I determined to go to 
Preston at once, attack and harass them, and, if po^isible. keep them off 
our train then coming down the Central road to CrciuKli!, knowing 
that if they proved too heavy for me I could show them that Texans 
could retreat when necessary as well as fight. The rain pouring down 
in torrents making the roads heavy, I left my battery with a small de- 
tachment of men whose horses had already given out by the continued 
forced marches I had made from piUar to post in order to both find 
the enemy and create an impression upon them that there was a large ' 
force in this section. 

On the 2d instant I dashed into Preston and found the enemy had 
fallen back to Mitchell’s Cross-Eoads for re-enforcements upon hearing 
I had arrived at Grenada. 

On the morning of the 3d I moved up toward Oakland. Arriving 
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there I learned that a body of the enemy under General [0. 0.] Wash- 
hum, of 7,000 or 8,000 strong, consisting- of infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry, were moving upon Oakland from Mitch elPs Cross-Eoads. I de- 
termined to fight him at the junction of the road upon which he was 
the Charleston road and half a mile beyond Oakland. I 
o.-f, s ; Boggess to make a demonstration on the enemy’s left 
flank and rear, Captain Wharton on the left on the Charleston road, and 
Colonel Hawkins and Maj. [John H.] Broocks, who was in command of 
the advance guard, ('omoosed of three companies, to the center. Major 
Broocks, being in advance, engaged the enemy. Colonel Hawkins, dis- 
mounting his Legion under cover of a small hill, moved up to his Uissist- 
aiice. General Washburn moved up through a long lane, and when he ar- 
rived within 200 yards of us opened his batteries upon us, pouring in grape 
and canister at a fearful rate and with a rapidity that excelled anything 
I ever saw before. I ordered the charge, and with a wild, defiant shout 
the two commands double-quicked it, took the battery, drove back its 
support, and still pressed on. While this battery was being taken the 
enemy planted another on their right and commenced f.ring upon 
me. I immediately ordered Captain Wharton to dismount his reginuMit 
and take that battery. He dismounted his men with the usual eager- 
ness he evinces to discharge his duties in times of danger. At this 
particular juncture I was informed that the enemy was flanking me on 
my left. Having fought them a spirited battle of some fifty minutes, I 
ordered my command To horse.” The safety of the command demanded 
an Immediate withdrawal, which was done in good order to Oakland, 
where I again formed. 

My loss was only 8 wounded (all brought off the field), 2 of whom 
(severely) were taken to a private house and left in charge of one of my 
surgeons and a nurse. The enemy lost several killed and, I have learned 
since, 18 wounded. Some of the horses belonging to the battery having 
been killed, I could bring away but one of the pieces of artillery and 4 
prisoners. Six-shooters, coats, blankets, hats, &c., dropped in such rich 
profusion by General Washburn’s body guard, were picked up and borne 
away in triumph by my boys. 

I remained at this place some half an hour. Finding the enemy had 
concentrated his strength I fell back 2 miles and selected a place to 
give him battle. He however showed no disposition to follow me, and 
toward night I fell back 8 miles to a place of safety that my men might 
rest, as they had had but little sleep or fest for five days and nights in 
succession. 

On the following morning I moved up to fight him again and found 
he had gone back to the cross-roads. I occupied the place until night 
and fell back 4 miles and went into camp. 

To Colonel Boggess and Captain Wharton I am (ddiged for llic 
promptness with which they obeyed my orders during liic ' iigngc.-.H-n 
of the 3d. It was their misfortune and not their fault that they wore 
not under fire. 

To Colonel Hawkins, for his skill as well as gallantry, and to Major 
Broocks, who displayed in an eminent degree those two traits of char- 
acter so absolutely necessary in a military commander — ^prudence com- 
bined with desperate courage — I am especially indebted for the success 
atlc:idMi;r my efforts. 

1 would not forget my other officers and men, but to mention the 
names of some where all did so well would be an injustice, when each, 
in the face of terrible volleys of musketry, canister, and grape-shot from 
the artillery, charged to the cannon’s mouth and sent back in dismay 



u^x 


JC XfcUJyi OUXtilN XXlj 

the invaders of our soil, beaten and fleeing as chaff before the wind 5 
nor would I forget Providence, to whom all the praise is due. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHIjr S. GEIFFITH, 

Lieut. Ool. [Sixth Texas 0 u 7 j.], Gomdg. First Texas Car. Brig.^ 
Maur^fs Bivision^ Army of West Tenyiessee. 
Maj. Gen. Earl Van Born. 

P. S. — General Van Born will ]>JU‘(l(;n luc for sending a report with so 
many interlineations, &c. It is ail the paper I have, and cannot there- 
fore copy it. 


DECEMBEE. 9-14, 1862. — ^Reconnaissance from Corinth, Miss., toward Tus- 
cnmhia, Ala., including skirmishes (12th) at Cherokee Station and Little 
Bear Creek. 

RE5I>OK.TS. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Bodge, U. S. Army, commanding District of Corinth. 
No. 2. — Col. Thomas W. Sweeny, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, commanding Expe- 
dition. 

No. 3.— Col. C. R. Barteau, Second Tennessee Cavalry, of skirmishes December 12. 


No. 1. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. GrmvilleM. Dody. F. S. Armyy't/i.nKidd’mg Bid- 

triet of ' »'/•/. . 

Corinth, Leeemier 13, 1863. 

I have just received a dispatch from Colonel Sweeny, in command 
of the forces sent out. He struck the outpost of the enemy at Chero- 
kee, 300 strong, under Colonel Warren, pursued them 5 miles, fighting 
all the way, when they met Colonel Eoddey with 1,400, who, after a 
sharp engagement, fell back to Little Bear Creek, 4 miles this side of 
Tuscumbia, from which they were driven, after burning their stores, 
camp equipage, and bridges. Eoddey had here four cannon and some 
infantry from Bragg’s army. We captured 32 prisoners, a number of 
horses, arms, &c. The reconnaissance was a success. The artillery 
and infantry had just arrived there from Becatur, and si: oiigthe;n‘d 
the reports of his crossing a force at that point. On the arrival of 
Colonel Sweeny I shall know about how strong. A report comes to- 
night that 16,000 infantry have gone to Pemberton by way of Meridian. 
It went down the Chattanooga and Meridian road. This is given by 
r(*nigiie>i from Alabama, who arrived here to-day from Walker County. 
It does not agree with what I have heretofore heard, except that was 
one of the roads on which forage and provisions were being collected. 

G. M. BOBGB. 

Major-General Grant. 


Corinth, Mxs^.yBecemier 14,1862. 

The Tuscumbia force has arrived. It seems that the artillery came 
to Eoddey about a week ago, and ho had started the morning we at- 
tacked him to attack our forces at Glondalo. He had four days’ rations 
cooked. Ho fell back toward Becatur and across the river to Florence, 
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He lias at Morence two flat-boats, good ones, and two small steamers 
that have been fitted np in the last two months. They now run. He 
is repairing boats at that place all the time, and his men say that he 
intends to make a raid down the river as soon as water will permit. 
His force is over a, 000. He has telegraphic, but not raOroad, commu- 
nication with Bragg. Colonel Sweeny used him up badly and brought 
in a large amount of his troops. Eoddey burned his camps, stores, and 
also the fine covered bridge across Little Bear Creek. The force is 
only an outpost of Bragg’s, but the steamers should bo destroyed. 
Had he reached Glendale he would have hurt us, though I am fortified 
at that place. Great praise is due Colonel Sweeny for the manner in 
which he carried out &e orders and the valuable information he ob- 
tained. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Grant. 


Ho. 2. 

Report of Col. Thomas W. Sweeny, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, com- 
manding FxpeMtion. 

Glendale, Miss., Becember 13, 1862 — 6 p. m. 

GsHEitAL : I have just arrived here. The expedition has been en- 
tirely successful. I surprised the outpost of the enemy, covsisHng of 
300 men, under Colonel Warren, at Cherokee, and pursued II i.-:!) ini'i-., 
fighting all the time, when they were re-enforced by the main body, 
1,400 strong, under Colonel Eoddey, who,' after a sharp engagement, 
took to flight and fell back on Little Bear Creek, a very strong position, 
4 miles from Tuscumbia, from which they were driven, after burning 
the bridge and all their stores and camp co.ilpiigiy. We cai)tured 32 
prisoners, a great number of horses, and small-arms. Eoddey had four 
pieces of artillery, three rifled cannon and one smooth-bore. 1 will 
make a full report when I return to Corinth. 

T. W. SWEENY, 
Colonel, Commanding Expedition. 

Brig. Gen. GBENnLLE M. Dod&e. 


No. 3. 

B^ort of Col. C. B. Barteau, Second Tennessee Ca/oahry, of shirmishes 

Becember 12. 

Colembes, Miss., December 14, 1862. 
Captain: The foEowing dispatch has just been received: 

Okolona, Miss., Deoeniber 14 , 1868 . 

Federal force atta>oked and routed Boddey’s cavalry day before yesterday at Tus- 
cambia. Reported to-day Federal fbree near S^tillo. 

0. B. BARTEAU, 

Colonel Cavalry. 

JOHN ADAMS, 

Colonel, C. S. Army, Commanding lost. 
Capt. Eot Mason Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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DECEMBER 12, 1862. — ^Expedition up the Yazoo River, Miss. 


Beport of Col, Charles B, Bllet^ comuKf suit ay U. 8. Bam Fleet 


United States Eam Monarch, 

Of Cairo, 111, December 20, 1862. 

General: I have the honor to report to you that on the 12th instant 
Capt. E. W. Sutherland, ro’rTrinT»r'in;>* steam-ram Queen of the West, 
was sent, at his own request, by Captain Walke, U. S. IjJ’avy, on an ex- 
pedition up Yazoo River, in company with four giuibcal s, the Marmora, 
Signal, Cairo, and 

The object of the i n ..■vo . , i -i was to remove some torpedoes which had 
been placed in the channel by the enemy. Captain Walke impressed 
upon Captain Sutherland the necessity of observing the utmost caution 
on this dangerous enterprise, iTT^^nieting him particularly not to get too 
near to the other boats, and to avoid i is-- middle of the channel. 

h* iliv design of Captain Walke, the Marmora and Signal, 
b€ boats, were to hug the shores and take up the tor- 

pesi-'i " ;* IsiK « ' a Queen, Cairo, and Pittsburg were to protect them 
with their guns. While the fleet, however, was on its way up the Yazoo, 
Captain Selfridge, who commanded the expedition, and who brought up 
its rear in the gunboat Cairo, frequently and peremptorily ordered Cap- 
tain Sutherland to move faster — a command which periled the safety of 
the boats ahead of the Queen, for in that narrow and tortuous stream 
if the leading boats had been compelled by some unexpected danger, 
such as a battery or a torpedo, suddenly to stop or back, one of them 
would have been inevitably sunk by the ram. 

The fleet arrived in sight of the enemy^s fort and opened an irregular 
fire. Captain Selfridge came alongside of the Marmora with the Cairo 
and inquired why they did not go ahead. The answer was that they 
were right at the torpedoes 5 the buoys, in fact, were plainly visible just 
before them. Captain Solfiidgo then advanced himself with the Cairo, 
moving up the middle of the stream. 

The unfortunate though natural consequence was that a torpedo 
immediately exploded under the Cairo, blowing her almost out of the 
water. She went down in about ten minutes, sinking nearly over her 
chimneys. Immediately after the explosion Captain S;*iri!<1ge called 
for assistance. For some unexplained reason mone of the gunboats 
volunteered to comply with his request. Disregarding the command of 
several of their oflOLcers to keep away, Captain Su; !••.“ i -'ii ' passed with 
the Queen to the side of the sinking I and removed her crew and 
the chief portion of their effects. 

He and his officers and men deserve credit for their conduct on this 
occasion. 

Very respectfully, 

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET, 
Colonel, Commanding Bam Fleet 

Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Bllbt, ^ 

Commanding Mississipjfi Marine Brigade. 
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BEGEHBEE 13-19, 1862. — Raid on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad from 

Corinth to Tupelo, Miss. 

No. 1. — Brig. Geu. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding District of Corinth. 
No. 2. — Col. August Mersy, Ninth Illinois Infantry, commanding Second Brigade. 


NTo. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge^ U. S. Army^ commanding Dis- 
trict of Corinth. 

Headquarters District of Corinth, 

Corinth^ Miss.^ December 2G, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the report of the recon- 

naissance, under CoL August Mersy, to Tupelo, Miss., in connection 
with the one sent from Cofreeville : 

In accordance with instructions herewith submitted. Colonel Mersy 
moved on Saturday, December 13, with the Ninth Illinois Infantry, Col. 
J. J. igj Eig]*.-y-^i!>t Ohio, Maj. Frank Evans com- 

'‘N'.i'.ii-'pg: t-iu* section of the First Missouri Light Artillery, Captain 
Taiinrath commanding, and 111 of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry and Fifty- 
thii'd Illinois Independent Cavalry, under C ! ; Ford, which were 
subsequently joined at or near Guutown by S:<-v -ir battalion of cav- 
alry, Captain O’Harnett commanding. The march south was through 
Eienzi, Blackland, Saltillo, and Tupelo, returning to Corinth Friday, 
December 19, by way of Marietta, Natchez Trace, and Jacinto. 

The reconnaissance was successful, driving the enemy from Saltillo 
and Tupelo, at the latter place communicating with Colonel Dickey, in 
command of forces from Coffeeville ; destroying the road aud capturing 
the rear guard of the enemy at Tupelo, and bringing in some 71 pris- 
oners of war; also in cai)turing two large rebfl iiniils, which contained 
dispatches of some \::roortcrv^Q. 

The ofiheers and num :ire ontlllert to due credit for the manner in which 
the expedition was conducted and carried out. 

I herewith submit the report of Col. August Mersy, Ninth Illinois In- 
fantry, cojumauding Second Brigade, with journal of rnarch^ 

Yery I'especliull.)', your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE. 

Lieut. Col. John A. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 

B^ort of Ool. August Mersy^ Ninth Illinois Infantry^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Dodge’s Division, 

Corinth^ Miss.^ December 10, 1862. 

Sir: It is witli’inr-h grr.h’nr.Vici; that I report the successful results 
of the ex]>e(lition i-ir. io s-jy ;*ommaud. 

It was a res[)ousib!e task to march with infantry 60 miles into the 

*Soo Aiao Grant^s report of January 2, 1863, and Dickey’s report of Dooomber 20^ 
1862, pp. 478, 496. 
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enemy’s country with but 1,029 men, not knowing the strejigth of the 
enemy in front, with partisan rangers and guerrillas on each side and 
rear, which required the greatest caution and unremitting dispatch. 
The men had been li^'ing in camp for a long time and were somewhat 
enervated, yet they ayeriiged over 17 miles a day with many delays, 
such as skirmishing with rebel cavalry, passing bad fords with b.-id-^es 
destroyed, repairing bridges, getting around fallen timber wliicili ob- 
structed the passage of transportation, and a ijart of the time march- 
ing in a heavy rain. We started with five days’ rations (one company 
of cavalry having but one day’s rations), which were nearly exhausted 
in four and we were compelled to march nearly three days with almost 
nothing to eat. 

The untiring zeal with which both officers and men discharged their 
duties under these circumstances is worthy of special note. 

We reached Tupelo before the cavalry from S])ring Dale had reached 
the railroad. We took 68 prisonex's and two heavy mails. 

TIio followir-g I believe to be reliable : Nearly ali the rolling stock of 
the aud Ohio, Mississippi Central, and Memphis and Charleston 

Eailroads is now at Meridian, switched off in fields, with the switches 
removed, so that it would take some time to move it from there. 

The main facts you will find in the following synopsis, with iiccom- 
panying field notes : 

In accordance with instructions received from Headquarters District 
of Corinth I left Corinth on Saturday morning, the 13th instant, at 8 
o’clock, with two regiments of infantry, viz : The IS'inth Illinois, Lieut. 
Col. J. J. 'Phi’li; 350 officers, non-commissioned officers, 

and ])rivates, and the Eighty-first Ohio, Maj. Frank Evans command- 
ing, 54:0 officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 5 one section 
of artillery, Captain Tannrath coninmnding, and 111 cavalry under Cap- 
tain Ford. I marched through Danville and Eienzi to Dick Smith’s, 
22 miles, at which place I arrived at sundown and went into bivouac for 
the night. 

The next morning at 8 o’clock I took the line of march again to Black- 
land ; detailed one company of cavalry with the order to take the road 
toward Booneville and rejoin the column at Eodgers’ farm. This com- 
pany met with Captain Harris’ company and sent a mes- 
sage to mo repo; ting the fact. I sent ■ i'a 1 ■' .* ■•■■■of my cavalry, 

but the X •'.< iii\ ii.id lied. Lost two hours’ time at this place. Took 17 
]>nsoners, 9 of whom took the oath of allegiance and were released. 
Camped 3 miles west of Baldw \ :i. after marching 16 miles. 

Mondciy morning, the 15th, started on the march again at 8 o’clock. 
Picked up several prisoners. At Guntown captured the ])Ostmaster and 
mail. At this ixlace Major O’Harnett, of Stewart’s cavalry, joined me 
with 150 men. Lost two hours’ time at this place for want of a guide ; 
then pushed on toward Saltillo. During the afternoon of this day it 
rained very hard, making the roads muddy and the marching quite diffi- 
cult for the men. 

I reached Saltillo at 1.30 p. m. and found that the rebel cavalry, about 
350 strong, under command of Colonel Barteau, had evacuated the town 
in the morning, going to Tupelo. Here I found it necessary to press a 
guide, and then moved on toward Tupelo as fast as the driving rain and 
bad condition of the roads would permit. After going about 3 miles I 
found the bad roads and broken bridges would not permit the train to 

S ass without much delay, I then put the infantry into camp and pushed 
tewarfs battalion of cavalry, under Major O’ Harnett, on to Tupelo, 
35 B B— Yon xvn 



546 WEST TENN. AND NORTHERN MISS. fUHAr. XXIX 

capturing the small garrison left by the retreating rebels, consisting of 
15 men and 2 lieutenants — one the provost-marshal of Saltillo and the 
other the ^')erator. They also captured a large mail, and re- 

turned to I i- . . camp at 10 o’clock Monday night. 

Tuesday, the 16th, learning by a ' ' : * ■ of the arrival of General 
Dickey at Tupelo at 9 o’clock Monday evening, I sent Captain Ford, 
with his company of cavalry, to communicate with him, but he had left. 
Captain Ford then, by my order, destroyed the railroad bridge and 
depot with all other public property, and returned with four prisoners 
at 1 p. m. 

Having executed my orders thus far as best 1 could I commenced my 
return march j crosseid the railroad at Saltillo and took the JSTatchez 
Trace. After marching a distance of 12 miles went into camp 3 miles 
south of where the trace crosses Twenty Mile Creek. 

Wednesday, the 17th, started again at sunrise. When arriving at the 
ford found the bridges burned and lost two hours in crossing. Passed 
through Marietta, and sent a detail of 26 cavalry on the road leading 
east from that place. Lost another hour in iv\ju\ ri :ig a bridge. Marched 
17 miles and bivouacked on Ginger Creek, *."> i.iiK*^ south of Jacinto. 

Thursday, the 18th, took up the line of march at sunrise. At noon 
lost two hours in removing obstructions in the road. Passed through 
Jacinto and went into camp 2 miles north of town on the Corinth road. 
Here the cavalry which left us at Mari(‘tta u-joimMl us with 9 more ])ris- 
oners. Eeceived a dispatch at 11 o’clock from district headq iiarters with 
orders to send the cavalry forward and hurry up the infantry. 

Friday, the 19th, marched the remaiuiug 14 miles to Corinth, where 
1 arrived at 12 m. and reported to headquarters. 

General, I wish to recommend to your notice all the commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers and men belonging to this command ; also 
the officers belonging to my staff. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUG. MEJtSY, 
Colonel^ Commmiding. 

Capt. Georg-e E. Spencer, 

Assistant Adjiituni-Gi tttral. 


DECEMBER 15, 1862-JAinrARY 3, 1863. — ^Forrest’s Expedition into West 

Tennessee. 

SUMMARY OF THES T>RIN-CIT>^E EVrEOSTTS. 

Deo. 15, 1862. — ^Forrest^s command crosses the Tennessee at Clifton. 

18, 1862. — Skirmish at Lexington. 

19, 1862. — ^Engagement near Jackson. 

Affairs at Carroll Station and Siniiig Cre()k. 

20. 1862. -— Capture of Humboldt, 

Capture of Trenton. 

Skirmish at Railroad Crossing, Forked Deer River, 

21. 1862. — Affair at Rutherford's Station. 

Capture of Union City. 

27. 1862. — Skirmish near Huntingdon, 

29. 1862. — Skirmish at Huntingdon. 
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Dec. 30, 18(53. — Skinuitjh a.t Huntingdon. 

Skirmisli at Clarksburg, 

31, 1863. — Engagement at Rod Mound, or Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

Jan. 1, 1863. — Skiriuisli near Clifton. 

3, 1863. — Forrest’s command recrossos the Tennessee at Clifton. ’ 

3, 1863. — Skirmish near Clifton. 

RE1IPOK.TS, ETC.* 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, U. S. Army, commanding District of Colum- 
bus, of operations December 18, 1862-January 3, 1863. 

No. 3. — Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, ooininjinding District of Corinth, 
of operations December 18-34, 1863, and skirliiish near Clifton, January 
1, 1863. 

No. 3. — Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. S. Army, commmandiug District of Jack- 
son, of skirmish at Lexington and engagements near Jackson and at Parker’s 
Cross-Roads, with congratulations from Major-General Grant. 

No. 4. — Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, of skirmish at Lexington. 

No. 5. — Col. Adolpli Engelmanu, Forty-third Illinois Infantry, of ongagomont near 
Jackson. * 

No. 6. — Lieut. Col. Adolph Dougler, Forty-third Illinois Infamry, of oi>oratious Do- 
cemher 18-37, 1863, including eugagement near Jackson. 

No. 7.— Col. Jacol) Fry, Sixty-first Illinois Infantry, of capture of Humboldt and 
Trenton. 

No. 8.— Col. George P. llirie, U. S. Army, of capture of Trenton and skirmish at 
Railroatl Crossing, Forked Deer River. 

No. y.— Capt. Samuel B. Logan, Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry, of capture of Union 
City. 

No. 10.— Col. John W. Fuller, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, of operations Dccem- 
])er 18, 1863-January 9, 1863, including engagement at Parker’s Cross- 
Roads, 

No. 11. — Lieut. Col. Zejdianiah S. Spaulding, Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, of 
operations December 19, 1863-Jauuary 3, 1863, including eugagement at 
Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No. 13. — Col. Edward F. Noyes, Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry, of operations Decomher 
18, iB()3-Jaiiuary 9, 1863, including engagement at Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No. 13.— Col. John W. Sprague, Sixty-third Ohio Infantry, of operations December 
18, 1863-January 9, 1863, including engagement at Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No, 14.— Col. Cyrus L. Dniiham, Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, of skirmish at Hunting- 
don, December 30, and engagement at Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No. 15. — Col. John I. Rinaker, One hundred and twenty-second Illinois lufautry, 
of skirmish at Clarksburg aud engagement at Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No. 1().— Col. H. J. B. Cummings, Thirty-ninth Iowa Infantry, of engagement at 
Parker’s Cross-Roads. 

No. 17. — Lieut. Col. William K, M. Breckenridge, Sixth Tonueaseo Cavalry (Union), of 
skirmish near Clifton, January 1, 1863. 

No. 18.— Col. Michael K. Lawler, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, of skirmish near 
Clifton, January 3, 1863. 

No. 19.— General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Tennessee, of 
Forrest’s and Morgan’s Expedition. 

No. 30.— Brig. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, commanding Expedition, of opera- 
tions December 11, 1863-January 3, 1863. 

No. 31.— Col. George G. Dibrell, Eighth Tennessee Cavalry, of operations Deoember- 
15, 1863- January 3, 1863. 

gjso Grant’s and Brayman’s reports, pp. 477, 481. 
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Ko. 1. 

Bejport of Brig, Gen, Thomas A, Davies^ TT, S. Army^ District 

of Columbus, of ojgerations December 18, ISO'^-Jauaary o, 1803. 

Headquartebs DlSTUrOT 01^ OOLUaiBUS, 

January 9, 1863. 

Sir: I Lave the honor to make V q report of transactions 

in this district since December 18, : 

I received telegram from General Sullivan, at Jackson, stating that 
the enemy had crossed the Tennessee Eiver at Clifton in force and were 
menacing Jackson, and asking for troops. I had none to spare him, and 
so answered. I understood he withdrew most of the troops from Union 
City into Jackson. !News came that Humboldt, Trenton, and Dyer had 
fallen into the hands of the enemy. I immediately ordered the with- 
drawal of the force at Kenton (two companies) if Rutherford should also 
fall. It feU, and I ordered the two companies to fall back on Columbus 
and also the one company at Union City. I subsequently, on hearing 
that the enemy were falling back, sent the comiJUTiy bade to Union City, 
and they had no more than arrived and train left when a flag of truce 
was sent in with paroled prisoners, and while the officer in command . 
was arrangiTig for the flag of truce to be sent in they were surrounded 
by a large force and surrendered without firing a gun. 

Upon the cutting off of communication with General Grant I tele- 
graphed to General Halleck the state of things, and he immediately 
ordered General Curtis to send General Fisk^s brigade to re-enforce me, 
giving me orders in three separate ((-logruins ‘‘to hold Columbus at all 
hazards and make no movement of troops that would endanger it.” 
Having no reliable information but such as I could gather from scouts 
and country men I was compelled to do all to the maximum for the de- 
fense of Columbus and the public property at the place. I had what I 
supposed was reliable information that Forrest had a force of 7,000 and 
ten pieces of artillery and was backed by a heavy infantry force. Un-' 
der these circumstances I ordered the loading of all the commissary 
and quartermaster’s stores on the boats that brought troops and for- 
warded the stores to ^Memphis, in accordance with orders from the 
commissary This helped my defenses very much and 

placed Columbus at once beyond all danger, even though the forces 
came here that were reported. I got some navy howitzers from Cairo 
and the mosquito gunboat Fair Play to aid along the river. A portion 
of Forrest’s force having been reported a==i movin.g toward Hickman, 
which had been evacuated to re-enforce Co Luml ms (ijci-.* having but 63 
infantry and 73 cavalry for duty), and the additional fact that Yan Dorn 
was also moving in the same direction, and from information I received 
concluded their design was to gain some point on the Mississippi to 
.interfere with the navigation. This conclusion proved true. The same 
evening 1 gained the information I dispatched the gunboat Fair Play 
to Hickman, to be there at dayligjit. The steamer Duke coming up 
was being brought to when the gunboat hove in sight. She sheered 
off and came on up and the rebels disappeared. 

They endeavored to mount during the day two 64-pounder condemned 
guns on the bank, left by the ISTavy. Hearing of it I dispatched a 
regiment to voU the guns into the river and burn the carriages, which 
was done. 

Island FTo. 10, with all its armanent in position and with plenty of 
ammunition, was the greatest danger^ I had 71 men there for duty, and,, 
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uuder the threaiteiiing aspect I ordered the guns dismantled and spiked 
with soft iron and the secesh pow<!er there thrown into the river. The 
•'•■nr.iring i^mmuuition I had brougiit to Columbus. 

jvo'w of the movements of Jeff. Thompson and Jeffers on 

the Missouri shore against New Madrid I consulted Generals Tuttle and 
Fisk, who were here, as to the pvopv'eiyof evacuating New Madrid 
and re-enforcing Fort Pillow and placing the armament there in such a 
position as to be useless in case of capture. We all agreed to the sug- 
gestion, and it was accordingly done. Tn thj> then position of our army 
below, without coal or supplies, I considered that no possible chance 
should be run of the enemy getting possesv<i.: cf eith('r f)!* tlicsc two 
points with the armanent and ii:r.!!!n:;irion. ii.ey are of no value to 
us, and only a bait for attack and threatening danger if allowed to re- 
main intact. 

Forrest did not destroy the railroad this side of Union City, from which 
I concluded he wished me to send out force in detail to that point. I 
did send 1,500 i^roops there, but immediately withdrew them under what 
I considered the spirit of General Halleck’s instructions. I kept Forrest, 
however, for several days under the impression that I was going to give 
him battle outside, by the movement of trains and circulating reports. 
He has been richly paid for his temerity and boldness. 

There has been no damage done in this district nor railroad running- 
gear injured. A heavy construction train was set at work as early as 
possible, aud the roa4 will be in running order probably by January 15. 

I am, very respectfully, 

THOS. A. DAVIES, 

Brigadier-General^ Oommmding District of Oolurribus. 
Ool. John A. Eawxins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, Tf. 8. Artmj, commanding Dis- 
trict of Corinth, of operations December 18-24, 1802, and sTcirmish near 
Clifton, January I, 1868. 

HEADQXJARa?ERS DISTRICT OE OORINTH, 

Cormth, Miss., December 29, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the report of the expedition that left 
this place in pursuit of rebel forces under Forrest : 

My troops consisted of First Brigade, Col. T. W. Sweeny, composed 
of the Second and Seventh Iowa and Fifty-second Illinois j and Third 
Brigade, Ool. M. M. Bane, Fiftieth Illinois, composed of Seventh, Fif- 
tieth, and Fifty-seventh Illinois Infantry; two batteries of the First 
Missouri Light Artillery, under command of Maj. George H. Stone; 
the Fifth Ohio, and Stewart’s and Hurst’s cavalry, about 260 strong, 
left Corinth Thursday at midnight, reaching Purdy at noon next day, 
where wo were joined by one section of First Missouri Light Artillery 
under command of Lieutenant Green, and Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry 
under command of Colonel Sanford. Coiffcinuing the march we encamped 
at Sweet Lip Creek. 

During the day heard the firing near Jackson, and receiving various 
conflicting reports of the position and strength of the enemy, and also 
that the enemy in some force was marching from Clifton to the aid of 
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Forrest, I decided to pusli on to Lcxir.^lu i‘c^>ardl(‘.ss of rumors, and 
stop the re-enforcemeuts from the Tennessee lliver or strike Forrest in 
the rear, as the case might require. At ^ ^ I marched and pushed 
through to within 5 miles north of Sodus Creek, on the Lexington road, 
and encamped. 

During the night I received dispatches from Brigadier-General Sulli- 
van, whose camp was near Juno, on Jacksoh and Lexington road, that 
the enemy, 8,000 strong, were again menacing Jackson, and that he 
should return to Jackson. 

I immediately dispatched Stewart^s cavalry to the Tennessee River 
opposite Clifton, with orders to go to Clifton, ascertain facts in relation 
to the enemy, divide at that place, one part moving toward Lexington to 
join me there and one part moving up the Tennessee River to Pittsburg 
Landing, destroying all boats and rafts, and thence to Corinth. 

This order was executed by Stewart’s battalion of cavalry and Cap- 
tain Ford’s company (Fifty-third Illinois Independent Cavalry) with 
proinplueiis and efSlciency and swept away a clo'ud of false rumors. 
They traveled 90 miles in twenty-four hours, captured a messenger 
from General Maney to Forrest, telling him to keep our communication 
with General Grant broken and to hold JaOkson 5 and they also cap- 
tured a messenger from Colonel Roddey, commanding at Tiiscumbia, 
informing Forrest that he was waiting for orders. I immediately took 
the messenger’s horse and equipments, mounted one of my own scouts, 
and answered the dispatch, ordering Colonel Roddey to hold Tuscumbia 
and watch the movements of a force said to be approaching him from 
Corinth. This, with other rumors that he got, so frightened Roddey 
that he broke camp and made south to Bay Spring?i and Micii west. 

At daylight (20th) I moved forward to arriving at noon ; 

ascertained to my own satisfaction that Forrest’s force did not exceed 
6,000 men (if so many), with one battery, and that he had scattered his 
forces along the railroad north of Jackson. I captured and paroled 7 
of French’s cavalry at this place and iminediately pushed toward Pinch 
‘ with my infantry and artillery, sending my cavalry to Huntingdon to 
feel the enemy in that direction. 

During the day I rebuilt the bridge across Beech River destroyed by 
Colonel Ingersoll, and encamped for the night at Juno or Pinch. 

My cavalry reported during the night, and I found that the enemy 
were then north and east of Trenton 5 that no force was threatening 
Jackson; that no force was east of me toward Tennessee, and also 
heard that a force had taken Holly Springs. 

I determined to return to. Corinth, and therefore marched to Hender- 
son by way of Crucifer aud MifiSim, building .1 ^o;i I i:sg bridge across the 
Forked Deer, and taking the cars at Henderson Station, sending my 
■train by land with instructions to take all cattle, hogs, and shoep on 
the road for subsistence at Corinth. The command, reached Corinlli 
December 24, marching 130 miles in four days and one night. 

Great credit is due the officers and men of the command for the 
soldierly manner in which they bore up under so fatiguing a march, and 
also for the orderly manner in which they conducted thems(*.lvesou the 
march, being entirely free from pillaging or unauthorized depredations 
of any kind. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding District of Corinth. 

Lieut. Col. John A. Eawdests, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the Temsssee. 
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Corinth, Jamcanf 3, 1863, 

General : Forrest escaped across the river at Clifton at 7 a. m. 
January 1, having traveled all the time since his fight, and immediately 
attacked my cavalry. Thej" kept him from the river until night, when 
they found they were surrounded by a very heavy force and two pieces 
of artillery. They cut their way out down river and got into his rear 
next mornir.g. Forrest commenced crossing that night, his men on 
I’afts, Jiis lnorsc< swam. The cavalry attacked again the 2d, and this 
morning he had everything across by 10 o’clock. I could not reach him 
with my forces, but sent forward all the mounted men 1 could raise, 
with one section of artillery. They will get to Clifton to-day. PTo gun- 
boats in the river. Heard nothing from Sullivan’s forces. Our cavalry 
have lost considerable in killed and wounded, but not many prisoners. 
They took several of Forrest’s men. I have just returned. 

O. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- OeneraL 

Major-General Grant. 


FTo. 3. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Jeremiah G, Siillimn^ U, 8, Army,, commanding 
District of Jaclcson^ of skirmish at Lexington and engagements near 
Jackson and a,t Farkerh Cross-Roads^ ^oith congratulations from Major- 
General Grant, 

Jackson, December 18, 1862 — 7.10 p. m. 
My cavalry was whipped at L(‘\ingi on to-day. Colonel Ingersoll taken 
prisoner and section of artillery captured. Th(j enemy are reported to 
be from 10,000 to 20,000 and still crossing the river. They are now with- 
in 6 miles of my outposts. I will try and find their number by daylight. 

JBE. 'C. SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier- General, 

Maj. Gen. IT. S. Grant. 


Jackson, December 19, 1862. 

General: This morning, as I was preparing to advance, information 
was brought me that the enemy were advancing in force. At the same 
time I received news that the station on Columbus [road], 8 miles from 
here, was attacked at daylight, the guard of 87 men captured, the sta- 
tion-house burned, and road at switch destroyed. 

A few moments later, news from Corinth road was received, giving 
news that the bridges 12 miles south were burned and that a large force 
had crossed, going toward railroad leading to Bolivar. Almost at same 
time the enemy opened their artillery on my advance force and drove 
them into within 3 miles of J ackson. My men skirmished up to 3 o’clock^ 
at which time the brigade of Colonel Fuller’s command arriving, two 
regiments rcimrting, I immediately advanced six regiments, under Gen- 
eral Brayman, who drove them back, and at present arebivouackingru 
front, 6 miles out. I move at daylight with my force, leaving 2,000 men 
to hold this place. 

Prisoners taken to-day confirm reports of their having crossed the 
Tennessee Eiver in flats and pontoon bridges, a ftdl cavalry regiment 
crossing with horses and wagons in half a day. Forrest has six or 
seven colonels, but can get no estimate of force. Cheatham’s brigade is 
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on this side and Napier’s also. I need no more rf^-enforceinents, and can 
surely save all your rear coinniuiiications this way. I luive oi'dered a 
cavalry dash at miduialit on their position. 

JEE. 0. SULLIVAN, 

E/'/V/'/.?-;- r-General, 

Major-General Grant. 


January 1, 1863. 

Generals G. M. DonCrR and 0. S. Hamilton : 

Following dispatch just received: 

Parker’s Cross-Roads, between Lexington and Huntingdon, 

Deamiher ;U, — (5 o’clock p. m. 

Major-Genoral Grant: 

Wo liave achieved a glorious victory. Wo met Forrest, 7,000 strong. After a con- 
test of fonrjiiours, completely routed him with great "ImI s. Wo have ea))tnred 
six guns, over 300 prisDners. over 350 horses, .i I-. : <• ' wagons and teams, 

and large quantity of '•in.i.n-firnis. Colonel N.ie-ri \ "« ‘ j Colonel Cox and Major 
strange, Forrest’- jdio'.inl. .ind one aide-de-camp, and a number of other ofTioers cap- 
tured. Colonel Kio:ik< Iv wounded. I will telogra])h p:M licnlars <d* onr loss. 

JJ3R. C. SULLIVAN, 

• lirigadicr-Qmeral. 

‘ U. S. GEANT, 

Major- (hnnal. 


Jackson, January 2, 1863. 

Flag of truce came into Jackson last night. This morning it was 
started out on Trenton, with orders to proceed via Trenton to Tennes- 
see Eiver. This evening the same flag of truce is found on Lexington 
road following our trcop«s. I had it brought back and now a^vait your 
orders as to whether il slniii be sent via Cairo to Vicksburg or south 
through Corinth. The rebel loss, as estimated by Forrest, is 1,500 men 
killed, wounded, and missing. Their dead, 1 have good reason to be- 
lieve, is 200 ] their prisoners over 400. My loss will not exceed 100 
killed and wounded : prisoners. 6»3. 

JEE. 0, SULLIVAN, 

Brujadicr- OnieraL 

Mpjor-Gcneral Grani'. 


Jackson, Tenn., January 2, 1803 — 3 p. m. 

Just arrived here from Lexington. Left Colonel Lawler with 3,000 
men (old troops) and eight pieces of artillery to follow the retreating 
enemy to the river. Forrest’s army is completely broken up. They are 
scattered over the country without ammunition. We need a good cav- 
alry regiment to go through the country and pick them up. I left a 
regiment at the battle ground and two at Huntingdon. Captured six 
pieces of artillery (the enemy burst over nine caissons), over 400 prison- 
ers, 500 horses, a portion of his train, all his ammunition but one wagon, 
three wagon loads of small-arms, and a large quantity of our captured 
clothing. Will report further when T receive reports from brigade com- 
manders. 

JBE. C. SULLIVAN, 

B Hija (her- G o n <ral. 


Mnjtir-General Grant. 



Chap, xxjjl.j 


FOKKKST 8 EXPEDITION INTO W. TENN. 


000 


Holly Spbinos, Miss., Jamianj 2, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. 0. Stjlliyan, Jackson^ Teyin,: 

Yon have done a fine job — retrieved all lost at Trenton and north of 
yon. I sent a fine regiment of cavalry to you. They left here on the 
31st. Clear out West Tennessee of all roving cavalry. If it is neces- 
sary, mount as much infantry as you think necessary. What do you 
estimate the loss on each side ? 

Hodge is now out after Forrest’s hand. 

U. S. GRANT, ' 
Major-OmeraL 


Eeturn of Casualiies in the Union forces engaged at ParJcer’s Cross-Eoads. Tenn,. December 

:n, 1862 . 

[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, etc.] 



No. 4. 

Report of Col. Robert 0. Ingermll, Eleventh Illinois Omialry, of sMrmish 

ul Lexington. 

Jaoksoit, Tbnn., December 27, 1862. 

I have the honor to report that in accordance with orders received 
from you I proceeded toward the Tennessee River on the evening of 
the 16th instant with one section of Captain Kidd’s Fourteenth Indiana 
Battery, under Lieutenant McGuire, and 200 of the Eleventh Illinois 
Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Meek. 

We arrived at Lexington, 28 miles east of this place, on the morning 
of the 17th, where I was joined by Colonel Hawkins, of the Second West 
Tennessee, with 272 men. At noon we marched to Beech Creek, about 
6 miles east of Lexington. Three days before, Captain O’Hara had been 
sent to Tennessee River with 68 men. 

.Halting at Beech Creek I sent Captain Burbridge forward with one 


No loss reported. 
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company to gather information, and, if possible, find Captain O’Hara. 
After proceeding about 5 miles Captain Burbridge joined Captain 
O’Hara, who reported the enemy at least 1,000 strong a few miles in 
front. In a short time the enemy’s pickets came in sight. 

On,receiving this information I ordered Captain Burbridge to fall 
slowly back, using every endeavor to find out the strength of the enemy. 
The enemy a])pcaring in large force, Captain ilUirbivlge fell back and 
crossed Beech Creek. It was now dark. Ordering Lieutenant Fox, of 
the Second West Tennessee, to destroy the bridge and picket the road 
from the bridge, I fell back to within half a mile of Lexington. Here I 
was joined by 200 of the Fifth Ohio, under command of Adjutant Har- 
rison, They were raw recruits, never having been under fire and never 
drilled. 

At this place are two roads, the rigid -I uituI road called the old Stage 
road and the left the Lower road. Upon the old Stage road the bridge 
had been destroyed. Lieutenant Fox, as I afterward learned, failed to 
destroy the lower bridge. 

About daylight of the 18th Major Funke, of the Eleventh Illinois, 
with the first battalion, advanced on the old Stage road, as I expected 
the enemy on this road. Colonel Hawkins, with two companies of his 
regiment, was sent on the Lower road to defend that crossing. Major 
Funke had advanced about 4 miles when he came on the advanced 
pickets of the enemy and immediately commenced skirmishing. He 
drove in their pickets, when he came upon a full regiment. Ho then 
fell slowly back, fighting all the way, his men in fine order, and holding 
at bay a much superipr force for several hours. 

In the mean time my two guns were placed in position commanding 
the crossing of the creek. Major Funke retreated across the creek, 
closely pursued by the enemy. As soon as the enemy’s advance ap- 
peared Lieutenant McGuire opened with his guns, when they retreated 
hastily and in confusion. They attempted to place a gun in 
but it had no sooner made its appearance than it was ili'- Moiiniod U\ a 
well-directed shot from our guns. .r. niii* that the enemy wore'in 
great force on the Lower road, although there had been little firing in 
that direction, I ordered the guns to fall back with all possible dispatch, 
leaving Major Kerr and Captain Woods, of the Eleventh, and Lieuten- 
ant Overturf, of the Fifth Ohio, to protect the crossing. 

When 1 gained my new position on the Lower road I found that the 
enemy were pouring in on all directions. I then ordered the force at 
the (•ros<i Mg ( o j V'l -.r - xmB, first, however, sending Captain Hays, 

of the {Second - ■ , to hold the point. I understand he did 

not fire a single gun. The force on the Lower road (the Second West 
Tennessee) came babk in confusion and on the full run, pursued by the 
enemy. It was impossible to stop them. 

Captain Burbridge, of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, who was in the 
rear of the guns, was ordered to advance, and, as soon as our men wore 
out of the way, charge the enemy. This order was obeyed in splendid 
style. Captain Burbridge driving the enemy back 5 they made another 
attack on the guns, which was again handsomely repulsed. Before I 
ordered the guns to be brought back I was informed that one regiment 
had been sent to my right and another to my left with intent to get 
between me and Jackson. I endeavored to bring a company of the 
Second West Tennessee to the right of the guns, but found it impos- 
sible. They were not very well (Quipped and had never before been 
under fire. They were rallied three times, but did not succeed in mak- 
ing a stand. Had tlio^^ held the right for only a minute or two the guns 
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could have been brought ofP. All conuected with the artillery fought 
splendidly 5 men could not have acted better. Lieutenant McGuire 
proved himself a brave and gallant officer. Twice the enemy were re- 
pulsed, but coming in overpowering numbers the third attempt proved 
successful ; the guns were taken, with every man but one, and he did 
not leave his post until the gun was taken. From aU information I 
have received I believe the enemy were at least 5,000 strong, with eight 
pieces of artillery (12-pounders), under command of Brigadier-General 
Forrest, Confederate Army. 

A moment after the guns were taken I was taken prisoner, and the 
command devolved upon Colonel Meek, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, 
Colonel Hawkins being missing. The enemy took 124 prisoners. As 
far as I can learn, the Eleventh Illinois lost in killed First Lieutenant 
Slater, Second Lieutenant Wagner, and 7 men 5 in wounded, 9, and in 
pri-ourT'. 51. Some of the prisoners were taken in the retreat. The 
Fifth Ohio lost in prisoners. Adjutant Harrison and 51 men, and the 
Second West Tennessee about 15 taken prisoners. 

The Fourteenth Indiana Battery had 2 men killed and 2 wounded 
and 20 prisoners, with Lieutenant McGuire. Major Kerr. C^ptnin 
Sheppard, and Lieutenant Cornell, of the Eleventh, were iMimn.: s ir 
prisoners. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET G. INGEESOLL, 
Colonel JEJleventli Illinois Oa'^salry. 

Brig. Gen. Jer. C. Sullivan, 

Commemding District of Jacicson, 


IIo. 5. 

Report of Col. Adolph Fngehnann^ Forty-third Illinois Infmtry^ of en- 
gagement near Jacicson. 

HbQBS. Forty-third EsaiMEi^T Illinois Volunteers, 

Bolivar^ Tenn.^ December 29, 1862. 

Sir : I beg leave to report that on December 18, at 9 p. m., under 
orders of General Sullivan, I proceeded with the Forty-third and Sixty- 
first Eegiments Illinois Volunteers from Jackson out on the Lexington 
road, with instructions to join and take command of all the United States 
Cavahy that I might find, and to feel the enemy. Only miles out I 
came upon our cavalry, consisting of parts of the Eleventh Illinois, 
Fifth Ohio, and one company of the Second West Tennessee Eegiment. 
One and a half miles farther out the camp-fires of the enemy could be 
seen burning cheerfully, while I deemed it prudent to prohibit the kin- 
dling of any fire by my command. The night was extremely cold, and 
I felt mortified at my men having to suffer from its inclemencies, while 
the enemy were rest i n. g by 1 arge and comfortable fires. I consulted with 
Lieutenant-Colonel DejiglcM- on the advisability of attacking the enemy 
by his camp-fires. But that officer suggested that night attacks, al- 
ways hazardous, could only be attempted where the attacking parties 
are perfectly acquainted with the country. These suggestions being 
only too true, and myself and all of my officers and men being ignorant 
of the country, I had to abandon the project. On mature deliberation 
with Lieutonant-Colonel Meek, pf the Eleventh Illinois ; Major Ohr, of 
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tlie Sixty-first, aud Lieutenant-Colonel Dciigler, of tlie Forty-third, it 
was considered most advisable to take position with the infantry hall 
a mile back toward Jackson, in the outskirts of the timber, at Salem 
Oemete]^. The Sixty-first war- ; to the left and the Forty-third 

to the right of the road . The ! ' ■ i ‘ ‘ ■ Cavalry was posted on the ex- 
treme left, with instructions to send patrols to ‘ ^yrir- Creek road. 
One battalion of the Eleventh Illinois and the ; st Tennessee 

Cavalry were assigned to the right flank, with orders to send patrols to 
the old Lexington road, while the balance of the Eleventh was to show 
itself in the front and center, and, without exposing its men to any loss, 
should attempt to provoke the enemy to an attaclc, by means of which 
it might be got under the fire of the infantry. 

At daybreak the enemy advanced, with heavy columns of cavalry 
on either flank, in advance of the main body in the road. Our cavalry 
retired slowly before the enemy, and took position at the point marked 
A on the accompanying plat, it being on the western bluff of the 
branch passing through the Brooks farm. It was the intention of Maiior 
Funke, rornmnud-ng this portion of the Eleventh Illinois, to await the 
enemy i;: ;li ^ give it an effective volley from the carbines of 

his men, and then fail back to the place marked B, where he could again 
rally his men, under the cover of the ridge, near the center of the open 
fields, between the Brooks farm and Salem Cemetery, where he pro- 
posed giving them a second fire. The enemy, however, very leisurely 
reconuoitered the position of our cavalry, rarely exposing itself to a long- 
range shot from our carbines, and only firing occasional rifle-shots at 
us, with the evident intention of provoking our fire, the better to be able 
to ascertain our position. Having succeeded to his satisfaction, the 
enemy brought batteries inb- from one-fourth to one-third of 

a mile, to both sides of the *»! ; |i< high ground opposite our cav- 
alry, and opened a well-directed cross-fire upon it. The position at A 
became iini enable and Major Funke fell back to B. It was, liowever, 
not long before the enemy^s artillery also got range of this position, and 
his cavalry showing itself at the same time at A, our own again fell 
back, partly to the left of our lines and partly to our center, where it 
exhibited itself to the enemy, while the infantry was well concealed. 
The enemy^s artillery now changed position, some ■■■ -aiv Il.c. road in 
front of Brooks^ house ; another piece was planter! . lih ground 
to the north and on this side of the branch, while one piece still occu- 
pied the rise beyond and to the south. The latter piece continued its 
fire with but little intermission, while the other pieces, as soon as they 
attained their new position, opened a well-directed fire toward onr cen- 
ter and flanks, where portions of onr cavalrj^ were in view. At this 
time information was received that a large body of the enemy^s cavalry 
was passing at the distance of a mile to the south around my right 
flank. A messeng^ was dispatched to General Sullivan, requesting 
that some troops might be sent to oppose the enemy on my right flank 
and that others be -sent to my rear as a reserve. At this time the cav- 
alry, both on my right and left flanks, weary from the hardships to 
which they had been exposed during the two i vi i .-.ling days, and now 
under fire from the enemy^s batteries, fell l..irk , 1 . 1 mile toward 

Jackson without having first obtained any orders from me to that 
effect. Soon a heavy column of the enemy advanced' slowly down the 
road, over the high point at B, first at a trot walk, then at a trot, and 
then at full speed. With loud cheers they charged upon my center. 
As they approached they were icceived by a well-directed fire, some of 
the foremost horses falling and obstructing the road, those immediately 
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beliincl came to a lialt, while half a dozen riderless horses rushed madly 
through our lines. The enemy^s cavalry farther to the rear still rode 
forward and got jamnaed up with those in front. This solid body of 
the enemy afforded a splendid oppo’ tnnii y to the infantry. It was, 
however, but a moment, when the fence to the right and left was broken 
through, and empty horses and reehng riders could be seen rushing in 
headlong flight across the fields. 

The enemy having now ascertained the position of the infantry im- 
mediately ’ . . h*s ai‘tillery to bear, while demonstrations were made 
by his cavalry on both flanks, however keeping out of range of the rifles 
of the infantry. 1 now received repeated messages from Lieutenant- 
Colonel jMeek that the enemy were passing my flanks and about to sur- 
round me and urging me to fall back. 'I, however, considered the in- 
fantry quite able to maintain itself against the enemy’s cavalry in its 
choice position at Salem Cemetery, hoping that the latter would again 
attempt our overthrow, and thus give us again an opportunity of pun- 
ishing them for their daring. 1, however, sent skirmishers out on the 
flanks and ordered two of the right wing of the Forty-third 

to take position several iMiiiil:-,-!! yards to the rear, where they could 
overlook and command the bottom and bluffs of the small creek running 
between the cemetery and Jackson. After waiting in this manner for 
aboufc half an hour, and the enemy making no attempt to come within 
range of our rifles, while its artillery commenced to tell among my men, 
I determined to fall back out of range of its shells. The Sixty-first 
was first called in and sent to the rear with instructions to take position 
in the timber, where General Broyman subsequently found them ; the 
Forty -third following slowly, j\-iiring in close column, doubled on the 
center, while falling back over the open fields so as to be able to meet, 
by forming columns agiini.-.! cavalry, any sudden attack the (‘ucmynilglii 
be tempted to make. That ii gimont then also placed in the iK)si- 
tion where the general assumed command. 

I am greatly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonels Meek and Dengler and 
to Major Ohr for the valuable assistance given me, while I cannot speak 
too highly of the coolness and bravery of the officers and men of the 
Forty-third and Sixty -first Regiments. 

The loss in the Sixty-first was 1 man killed and 3 wounded ; in the 
F<»rl.' ndivl but 1 man was wounded so as to disqualify him for duty, 
.111(1 Ml i!'*.- Eleventh Illinois 1 man and 2 horses were killed as they 
were falling back in the road toward Jackson beyond the creek, west of 
the cemetery, by shells that were fired from the cannon in the road at 
Brooks’, and passed high over the heads of the infantry. 

The loss of the enemy must have been severe. According to the 
best information I can receive his loss was 60 killed and wounded and 


3 taken prisoners, including 1 lieutenant. The latter were immediately 
sent to General Sullivan’s headquarters. 

For the better elucidation of the foregoing I beg leave to submit the 
annexed plat,* kindly furnished me by Lieutenant-Colonel Dengler. 1 
also beg leave to submit herewith the report made to me by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dengler. 


I have the honor to be, with high regard, your most obedient servant, 

ADOLPH EITGELMAira-j 
Colonel Forty-third IlUnois, 

Captain Baenum, 

Aide-de-Camp and Acting AssistaM Adgutmt-Gm&ral. 


♦Not found. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Adolph Bengler^ Forty-third Illinois Ivftutry, of 

operations December 18-27, 1862, mcluding engdgement near Jackson. 

Hdqrs. Forty-third Eeg^iment Illinois Volunteers, 

Bolivar^ Tenn.^ December 28, 1862. 

Colonel : I liave the honor to lay before yon a report of the opera- 
tions of the Forty-third Illinois Volunteers while under my 

command, from Decembe*' I to ihe 27th : 

On the morning of December 18 I received orders from Brigadier- 
General Brayman to move the f immediately to the depot sup- 

I)lied with one day’s rations. Vve left Bolivar at 11 a. in., arriving at 
Jackson at 3 p. m. 

The same evening I received orders from you to advance on the Lex- 
ington road for about 5 miles, or to such a distance as sliould bring me 
in close communication with the Eleventh Illinois and Fifth Ohio Cav- 
alry. I met them about 3^- miles from Jackson and stationed along the 
road a strong picket line about three-quarters of a mile in advance. ^ 

That part of the Lexington road near which the engagement of 
December 19 took place runs through a plateau, bounded on either side 
by a ravine running pnrnllol to each other. The road runs through the 
ravine, nearest to »hi( i»<oii, in a northeasterly direction till it reaches a 
grave-yard called Salem Cemetery, from whence it takes a due easterly 
course. You ordered me to occupy a position near this bend of the 
road. I placed my second battalion on a gentle slope, the left wing of 
this battalion almost touching the road, facing east, while the iirst 
battalion occupied a more forward position on the right of the second, 
leaving about 100 yards between them. Skirmishers were detached 
from the first battalion and stationed to the right, in front of the same, 
along the edge of the wood, covered somewhat by a fence. Just in 
front of the line of skirmishers were a cotton-press and several small 
outhouses, beyond which the rebel line of skirmishers extended. The 
right wing of the Sixty-first Illinois held Salem Cemetery, somewhat in 
the rear of our second battalion, but from which iiositipn the road is 
completely controlled. 

Early on the morning of December 19 you advanced with the cavalry, 
who were soon engaged in a lively skirmish with the enemy, lasting 
about half an hour. The enemy had in the mean time brought their 
cannon in position and commenced on our cavalry, who immediately re- 
treated within our lines. FTow commenced a brisk firing between our 
skirmishers and those of the enemy, while the main body of the rebel 
cavalry was being massed just beyond the l.iglio^t ridgt* over which the 
road runs. Slowly at last they came in view. ,id\ ni^nng cautiously for 
the first 100 yards, then putting their horses in a brisk trot till within 
150 yards of us, when amid deafening cheers they charged headlong 
down the road upon us. My men, however, had been cautioned to re- 
serve their fire. I let the enemy advance till within 30 yards of ns, 
when at my command the men poured in a deadly volley, causing great 
havoc among them. The enemy, terrified at such a destructive fire from 
an unknown quarter (for they had not suspected our presence, as we 
were well concealed), came to a momentary halt, which proved to be 
the cause of their destruction, for at this critical moment a well-directed 
fire from the Sixty-first and first and second battalions completed 
their confusion. In wild disorder they turned from the road to the 





JC X O XSjuXJTXUJl^XXIVXXN XXNXV^ VV. LJCjIMN. 


KjtJU 


right and left in the open fields, hurrying their shattered and broken 
ranks without the range of our guns. After a lapse of some fifteen 
minutes they commenced shelling the wood where we were stationed. 
The range of theii‘ guns was very exact, shells bursting all around us. 

I was then ordered by you to fall back 50 yards, in which position we 
Avere not better protected than in the former one. You had in the mean 
time received intelligence that large re-enforcements were being sent 
from Jackson and ordered me to fall back 1 mile and there await them. 
Your orders were executed in the promptest mannei* and best order, 
and after the re-enforcements arrived I again advanced with my regi- 
ment and that night encamped on the ground where the fight of the 
morniou had taken place. 

I may justly be proud of the valor of my men which* they have dis- 
I)layed on this occasion. All officers and soldiers have behaved well 
and deserve my heartiest thanks for their gallant conduct. 

The loss from this regiment is very trilling. We luiA^e only 2 men 
slightly wounded, while the enemy^s loss must have been very consid- 
erable. We learned from the inhabitants I’.-- «oad that the 

rebels lost between 60 and 80 in killed and 3 prisoners 

which we took in the morning. 

The regiment sustained in this fight its old reputation for bravery so 
gallantly and nobly won on the bloody battle-fields ia' Sliilitli and Pitts- 
burg Landing. 

On the morning of December 20 we again advanced till within 10 miles 
of Lexington. Here we encamped for the night, this regiment occupy- 
ing the advance. Not having come up with an enemy, the expedition 
retiumed on the 21st to Jackson, where the regiment was encamped on 
the fair ground. 

Colonel Lawler, ('ornnanding post, ordered me on December 23 to re- 
port my regiment at 5 p. m. on the Bolivar road, the men to be sui)i)lied 
Avith three days^ rations. Marched the same night to Medon Station, 
from where, on the 25th, we reached Denmark at noon. From here we 
marched, by way of Glover Creek, to Toone’s Station, arriAung there at 

II a. m. on December 26. 

The regiment had now been on the move from December 18 to the 
2Gth. Many of the men had not provided themselves with blankets, and 
in consequence suffered a great deal from exposure during the nights, 
as no shelter of any kind Avas iuovi*,h‘.^ for them. T^ey had few cook- 
ing utensils, and none could la- olT.nnr;l at the quartermasters de- 
l)artment at Jackson; and even for those we had we could not procure 
any tr.!n<];ort.it1on. The weather up to the morning of December 26 had 
been w../ The men had borne the excessive fatigue of long 

inarches very cheerfully, but on Friday morning a drencliing rain com- 
menced pouring down, making the roads almost impassable and using 
the men completely up. Under these circumstances I thought it adAusa- 
ble to dispatch Adjutant Wngcnfuohr to you to inform you of the con- 
dition of the regiment and to 'iolicit your endeavors to have the regi- 
ment returned to Bolivar. You were kind enough to i)rocui*e from Gen- 
eral Brayman an order for the regiment’s return, on the receipt of which 
1 immediately started for Bolivar, arriving there at 6.30 p. m. 

This brings my report to a close. Although meager, it will still con- 
vey to you a general Anew of the operations of this regiment for the last 
nine days. 

Before concluding, I Avish to iissuro you of, and thank the men for, the 
patient endurance and fortitude with Avhicli the officers and men have 
borne the hai'dships during this time. 
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In eonclosion, colonel, allow me to assure you of the high regard and 
confidence myself, officers, and men of this r- ginK'ui feel toward you, 
and which have only been >( rongtliOiK-d by the skill and valor you dis- 
ifiayed in the engagement of ! 19. 

I am, colonel, with much respect, 

ADOLPH DEhiaLEll. 


Ool. Adolph Engelmann, 

Forty-third Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 


Ho. 7. 

Report of Ool. Jacob Frg, Huty-first Illinois Infantry, of capture of 
Humboldt and Trenton. 

Benton Barracks, Mo., Jamuary 17, 186:i. 

I herewith transmit a report of the raid of General Forrest, of the 
r4bel army, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and the attack on Trenton 
and Humboldt, on December 20 : 

Some eight days previous to the attack I received a telegraphic dis- 
patch from Major-General Grant giving information from Major-Gen- 
eral Rosecrans that Forrest was moving with his force toward the Ten- 
nessee River, and ordering me to-be on the lookout. I immediately dis- 
patched a detachment of the Second West Tennessee Cavalry to look 
after the enemy and watch his movements. I also prepared this place 
for defense by throwing up earthworks and digging rifle-pits on an ele- 
vation completely commanding the depot and other public property. 
These were completed on the 17th in a most secure manner, of sufficient 
capacity to hold 1,600 men, and I was confident that with my force I 
could hold it againgt Forrest’s entire command. 

On the 15th news was received that Forrest was crossing the Ten- 
nessee River at Clifton, immediately east of Jackson. Colonel Inger- 
soll, chief of cavalry on General Sullivan’s staff, ordered Colonel Haw- 
kins, of the Second West Tennessee Cavalry, with all his effective men 
to join his force, the Eleventh Illinois and 300 of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, 
at Lexington. This order was promptly obeyed by Colonel Hawkins. 

On the 17th [18th] Colonel Ingersoll met the enemy near Lexington, 
and after a very sharp engagement was repulsed, with a loss of some 
men and two pieces of artillery. The same day General Sullivan tele- 
graphed to know what my available force was at GPrenton. I replied 
that I had about 500 available men, with three pieces of artillery, not 
more than sufficient to hold the place if attacked. 

The next morning I received an order from General Sullivan for the 
whole of my force to move to Jackson (with two days’ rations), reserv- 
ing only the convalescents for ^ard duty, and to notify the citizens 
that they would be held responsible for any damage to the railroad or 
other public property, which order was promptly obejyed. 

The last of the troops left Trenton on Friday morning, the 19th, at 3 
o’clock (a portion having had to wait for the train from Union City with 
troops also ordered from that place to Jackson). As the troops had 
been ordered from Trenton I was compelled to abandon my rifle-pits 
and to concentrate what force I had at the depot. 

On Thursday evening and Friday morning I had the depot platform 
(some 160 by 40 feet) barricaded with cotton-bales and other stores 
and armed all the convalescents that were able for duty. 

On Friday morning I learned that a wood train passing OarroU Sta- 
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tiou was fired into by the euemj’^ and considerably injured. During the 
day a train arrived from Columbus and remained overui^iit, having on 
board some 60 or 70 soldiers returning from hospitals. These I also 
armed. 

On Saturday morning the train was ordered to Jackson, leaving about 
20 of these men, r< ■ - i; i'l _■ T .'‘'een different regiments. 

On Friday even ,5 ^ ■, Colonel Hawkins returned from the 

Lexington fight and reported that he did not see more than 800 of the 
enemy, and that he saw no artillery except the two pieces taken from 
our forces. This news gave us renewed hopes. Our stockade was 
secure against any force of cavalry or infantry unless accompanied by 
artillery. 

Forrest’s demonstration toward Jackson with a portion of his force 
was merely a feint, his main object being Trenton and ilunibcddr. and 
the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, with a view to cut off General Grant’s 
supplies. 

Learning from my scouts on Friday morning (the 19th) that the main 
force of the enemy was moving toward Trenton I telegraphed to General 
Davies, at Columbus, to send me re-enforcements, with one battery of 
artillery, if possible, as I expected an attack hourly. To this dispatch I 
received no answer. On the arrival Of the train at noon 1 learned from 
Ex Governor Wood, of Illinois, that when he left Columbus that morn- 
ing a regiment of infantry was disembnriTing. T again telegraphed to 
General Davies for re-enforcemeiij-, iii* }• hsiiiorv of artillery, stating 
that my force had been ordered to Jackson and that I had nothing left 
but convalescents. To this he replied that he had no men or artillery 
to spare. 

On Saturday morliing 1 learned from scouts that Forrest had en- 
camped at Spring Creek with his entire force. I telegraphed this fact 
to General Sullivan. General Haynic, then in command at Jackson, 
answered that General Sullivan was in the field and asked the distance 
and direction to Spring Creek. I answered 20 miles, and that the en- 
emy would a])proach from the east. The wires were cut soon after, and 
I had no further communication with Jackson. 

Under these circumstances I was determined to make the best pos- 
sible defense, and collected the convalescents, stragglers, fugitives, and 
other soldiers until I got together a force of about 250 men. This was 
the condition of things up to noon on Saturday, and I felt confident 
of holding the place against every force except artillery. Twenty-five 
sharpshooters, under coiiimand of Lieutenant Allender, of the Second 
West Tennessee Cavalry, were placed on a brick building across the 
street, the top of which was well protected by a parapet wall about 3 
feet high. A squad of 0 men were placed in a building that commanded 
another street, to fire from the windows. All officers in the breastworks 
were placed in positions where they could be most serviceable. Scouts, 
who were watching the movements and approach of the enemy reported 
them within a few miles and that they would be upon us soon. 

At about 3 o’clock they made their appearance and charged our posi- 
tion in two columns. When within 100 yards of the ^hrirp -hooters n 
deadly fire was opened on them from the advance posts, ilie men in (In’! 
stockade following the example. In a very short time both columns 
were repulsed with considerable loss in killed, and wounded. They 
then moved rapidly out of range of our guns to the right and left, com- 
pletely surrounding our position, wo supposed for a charge on all sides 
at once, a maneuver for which we were fully prepared. Instead of this 
they planted a battery of six guns on an elevated position southeast of 
36 B B— VOT. vyrr 
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the stockade. Two of these guns were inside of our own earthworks, 
one howitzer on the southwest and one on the north, and commenced 
shelling our position. Sixteen shells were fired, one passing through 
the depot, near a large quantity of ammunition, but did not explode. 
At this time they could have leveled the stockade, depot, and all in 
thirty minutes, and probablj- killed and wounded a large portion of our 
men, while we could have done them no damage, being armed only with 
old guns, without bayonets, and therefore unable to make a charge. 

Seeing that we were completely in their power, and had done all the 
damage to them we could, I called a council of officers. They were 
unanimous for surrender. Had there been the least chance, or had the 
cavalry continued the fight, we should have held out 5 but as we could 
do nothing it was deemed prudent to surrender and save the lives of 
the men. The question of surrender w^as one of time only. They 
would have had the place, without the loss of another man, in thirty 
minutes. The terms of the surrender were unconditional,^^ but Gen- 
eral Porr^st admitted us to our paroles the next morning, sending the 
Tennessee troops immediately home and others to Columbus under a 
flag of truce. 

I would bear testimony to the efficiency and bearing of the following 
officers in preparing and conducting the defense : Colonel Hawkins, of 
the Second West Tennessee Cavalry ; Major Chapman (although very 
much out of health) and Captain Cowen, of the One hundred and 
twenty-second Illinois Infantry; Captain Hawkins, Captain Belew, 
Lieutenant Allender, Lieutenant Hawkins, and Lieutenant Robinson, 
of the Second West Tennessee Cavalry, and Lieutenant Goodspeed, my 
adjutant, and especially Lieutenant Hanford, post quartermaster, of the 
Fourth Illinois Cavalry, as also the bravery of the men. And I can 
assure them that our humiliation was not produced from a want of 
vigilance or the necessary precaution on our part, but from causes 
entirely out of our control. 

Of the taking of Humboldt, also under my command, I know but 
little. All the effective men were withdrawn to Jackson. The sick 
and convalescents blew’’ up and burned the magazine and then surren- 
dered. I am informed that at ihe time of the surrender the highest 
officer present was a corporal of the Eighty-first Illinois Infantry. 

The loss of the enemy, from the best information we could obtain 
from themselves, was 17 killed and 50 wounded. Our loss was 1 killed 
(a private of the One hundred and twenty-second Illinois Infantry), but 
none wounded. 

The enemy burned the depots at Trenton and Humboldt and all the 
stores on hand that they could not carry away. 

Very respectfully, your obedient "servant, 

JACOB FRY, 

. OoloTiely Commanding. 

Captain Harris, Amstmt AdgutemP General. 


Ho. 8. 

of Ool. George P. Ihrie^ XT. 8. Army, of c^tu/re of Trenton and 
skirmish at Bail/road Crossing ^ Forked JJe&r River. 

Saint Louis, Mo., December 31, 1862. 
Colonel : I herewith submit an official report of the saving of two 
Government trains, with heavy mails and very large amount of private 
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money on board, and the recapture of the town of Humboldt, Tenn., by 
United States troops, over whom I had assumed command, together 
with subsequent official proceedings directly connected. 

About 1 p. m. of the 20th instant I learned the progress of the regu- 
lar passor.ger train from Jackson, Tenn., to Columbus, Ky., with a guard 
of infantry, on which 1 was a passenger (under orders from the general 
commanding the de^*art?nciit) was impeded by from 400 to COO Confed- 
erate cavalry strongly '.-.'-t \ a section of artillery, on the north 

side of the main branc’* ■. ■ Deer Eiver and commanding every 

approach to the river from the south side, and that brisk firing was then 
going on between this force and the bridge guard of Companies H and 
I, Captains Harts and Shockey, One hunted and sixth Illinois In- 
fantry, inside a block-house under the railroad bridge. 

The train being immediately backed, with the view of returning to 
Jackson, 1 sent word to the officer commanding its guard, suggesting 
he ‘^should dismount his command from the cars and go to the support 
of the bridge guard,” which lie did not do. After running back about 
5 miles, a negro on horseback came iit> +rack and in- 
formed the conductor that a large force ■ . ■ ii:r rear burn- 
ing and tearing up the track. A quar.r;- ■ i i.nl we sawthe 

track on fire and several men in butternut clothes otherwise destroying 
it, and on a hill close by some cavalry, partly concealed by trees and 
underbrush. 

It was now evident to every one we were caught in a well-laid trap, 
and the train and paKsseiigers in imminent danger of being captured. 
During this time several officers and citizens (pp^s'^e-ngers) remarked to 
me the want of a head” and suggested I ''I'ould “‘hike command,” 
which I declined to do on the ground of being a staff officer. 

The train was now run forward to a stockn^io soihe trestle 

work, and garrisoned by Company K, One. iir-'dic-: iiml sixth Illinois 
Infantry, where we found a construction train, with guard of infantry, 
commanded by Col. John Eogers, Seventh Tennessee Infantry, which 
had x>receded us from Jackson and which had just returned from the 
bridge, having been fired at six times by the Confederate artillery. As 
the firing was still going on at the bridge I was surprised to find that 
this train guard had not gone to their relief after having been in sight 
of them. At the stockade all was confusion and ihe want of a head” 
apparent. The senior line officer present (Colonel Eogers) was utterly 
at loss what to do, and admitted Ms inexperience and incompetency to 
some of the passengers, who now again came to me and asked me to 

1 alee eonunand,” whicli I again refused, but said I would advise with the 
senior line officer present, and going to him so informed him. At this 
juncture several came to me and whispered he (Colonel Eogers) and his 
regiment were Tennesseeans without experience — had just run away 
from the bridge, and were not reliable. I noticed the enemy were fol- 
lowing us up pretty close to our rear, and at once decided to assume 
command. I so informed him, in wMch he cheerfully acquiesced, obey- 
ing all my orders to the best of Ms ability until we were out of danger. 

I now ordered some officers on leave of absence to duty 5 dismounted 
the train guard; ordered the one company at the stockade to remain 
with the trains, which were to follow ns, as a guard; threw out one 
company in advance as skirmishers, and proceeded with the balance up 
the track to relieve the garrison in the block-house by dislodging the 
enemy. ' 

About miles fx‘om the railroad bridge 1 found a wagon road 
crossing the track, and on inquiry learned it crossed the, jiver about 2 
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miles east of the railroad bridge where the enemy were posted. I here 
ordered two companies to support the skirmishers, all to proceed cau- 
tiously up the track, taking advantage of the ditches and timber, and 
to engage the enemy. With the rest I struck off to the east on the 
wagon road to turn their left flank, and reached th'e river just in time 
to save the wagon-road bridge, which had been fired 5 crossed over 5 
pressed a citizen residing there into service as guide; threw out another 
company as skirmishers, and made all haste down the right (north) 
bank of the river, to find the enemy had fled, dropping some clothing 
and cartridge-boxes filled with cartridges in their hasty retreat, and 
the garrison relieved with both trains up to the bridge. 

On being informed they had taken the road to Humboldt, Tenn., 3 
miles distant, and up the track, I re-enforced the two block-house com- 
panies with the one stockade company, and, ordering the trains to keep 
well closed up and near us as possible, started up the track in pursuit, 
finding two short trestle bridges slightly burned and cut. , 

It was now getting dark, and on nearing the town we saw several 
houses on lire, and could easily distinguish the hostile cavalry riding 
about by the light of the flames. Cautioning the men to extreme silence 
and stealthfulness I divided my conunand in three columns, holding one 
company in reserve on the track, two columns to strike off* to the right 
of the track to encircle the town and to open fii'e on reaching the 
vicinity of the houses, one column to the left, to open fire if the enemy 
attempted to escape in that direction. In quarter of an hoar the right 
column opened in a lively manner, causing the enemy to scamper in the 
direction of Trenton, Tenu., and to forget some of their plunder. 

The town of Humboldt was recaptured, and three stentorian cheers 
from the reunited command rung out upon the night air and pealed 
upon the unwilling cars of the dLsuppoinv.-d ciitl baffled Confederates. 

The n;ilr(»ji(l non*! and south wji'- inunccii ircly picketed, and one of 
my staff ordered to obtain information from the citizens about the wagon 
roads and the country, with a view to making a map. Colonel Rogers 
was ordered to take his regiment and occupy the fort which commands 
the whole place and vicinity, and instructions generally given that ^Mn 
case of an attack, all to rally in the fort.^^ The two trains soon came up, 
the damage to the trestle bridges having been easily and speedily re- 
paired, and all were saved and safe. 

These ^od results were the more gratifying as they were accom- 
plished with but 1 wounded on our side. The Confederate loss was 2 
killed and 4 wounded. About an hour later I was astonished to learn 
that Colonel Rogers had not only willfully disobeyed my order by aban- 
doning the fort and camping his regiment in the safest part of the town, 
but had failed to inform me of the same, tliereby endangering our lives 
and risking the capture of my comimind. In consequence of this in- 
subordination (bordering closely upon cowardice), and apprehensive of 
his infiuenceupon his regiment, reported to me at the stockade as unre- 
liable ; cut off as we were from aU communications, without supi)lies, 
^without artillery, and hemmed in by a cunning, bold, and watchful en- 
^y, with six or eight pieces of light artillery, w'ho, if he attacked us 
atwl would attack us next morning at daylight, I deemed it prudent 
to t^e no notice of his unprecedented conduct at the time, but directed 
Lieut.\CoL E. M. Beardsley, One hundred and twenty-sixth Illinois In- 
fantry,\vith his battaUon of five companies, to occupy and hold the fort, 
and orde^^d up the three companies left at the bridge to re-enforce 
him. \ 

TJio next itiay and night (December 21) 1 endeavored to get couriers 
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through to Jackson for a section of artillery and one company of cav- 
alry as scouts, but all failed. 

On the morning of the 22c\ learr.ir.g the Confederate cavalry were 
still in Trenton, and my havkig been re-enforced by a battal- 

ion of infantry, I ordered what supplies we had obtained by foraging 
to be cooked, intending to make a circuitous night march upon Trenton 
and to attack it at the next morning. 

About 5 p. m. I placed ( Colonel Eogers in arrest by order of Major- 
General Grant ; directed him to report in person to the commanding 
oflScer at Jackson for trial by court-martial, sending the commanding 
officer at Jackson a copy of the charges, &c., to be forwarded to your 
headquarters. I informed you by telegraph of what I had done, and 
why I did it, the same evening. About 0.46 p. m. Brig. Gen. I. K 
Haynie, U, S. Volunteers, arrived and relieved me at 9 p. m. from com- 
mand. Half hour after the arrival of General Haynie I received from 
Brig. Gen. J. 0. Sullivan, TJ. S. Volunteers, commanding the District of 
Jackson, Department of the Tennessee, the following telegram : 

Jackson, IDeoeniberl 22, [1862]. 

Colonel Ihrie: 

General Haynie has at least 1,000 men. I have ordered np artillery. I can spare 
no more men, as Bolivar may havfsto l>e re-enforced. I think the rebels are leaving. 

JER. C. SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-General, 

To which I made the following reply : 

Humbolut, JDeceniber 22, 1862 — ^7.15 p. m. 

General Sullivan, Jackson : 

Don’t want more men. Never asked for more men except some cavalry. Nothing 
hut starvation would have got me ouft this strong fort. Haynie arrived half hour 

GEORGE P. IHRIE, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

At 7.30 p. m. of the 23d December was surprised to receive a telegram 
from you informing me General Sullivan had preferred charges against 
mo for assumption of authority. At 8 ]). m. I was astonished and con- 
founded by being arrested by General Haynie, in accordance with the 
following telegram : 

Jackson, IDeoemtcrJ 23, [1862]. 

Brigadier-General Hatnxe : 

By order of General Grant you will immediately place Col. George P. Ihrie under 
arrest and order him to report at Holly Springs. 

JER. C. SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

I immediately telegraphed you twice t6 know whether or not General 
Grant had authorized General Sullivan to have me arrested, to which 
1 have received no categorical answer. I am yet at loss to understand 
this strange proceeding. Colonel Eogers reported himself the morning 
of the 23d December to Brigadier-General Sullivan, the officer com- 
manding at Jackson, as directed, and was by him released from arrest j 
and returned to duty with his regiment. Considering the man’s inex-/ 
perience and incompetency and utter unfitness for the command of an^ 
thing military, to say nothing of his insubordination, and, I’m afraiA 
cowardice, I could not see that the exigency of the service required 
release; and believing such oflG^nses (aggravated in this case by/u©- 
ciroumstauces of our position) to be destructive of all order and <7onal 
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pliuCj and it' allowed to go i:iri.u.iisliod eertabi to reodei* inefficient and 
uncontrollable any army in the world, 1 deemed it my duty t-,. , 
charges against Brigadier-General Sullivan, a copy of which \\; n iUiW 
forwarded to you. The few official jmjjcrs rendered necessary by my 
assumption of command on the 20t]i i)(\'*ember I inclosed to General 
Sullivan to be forwarded to your headquarters. 

I herewith inclose you my order,* issued on being relieved from com- 
mand by Brigadier-General Haynie, TJ. S. Volunteers. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE P. IHEIE, 
Colonel and Aide-de-camp, Z7. 8. Army, 


P. S. — add my telegram to the general commanding the department 
announcing the result: 

Humboldt, Decemla^ 22, [18()2]. 

Maj. G-en. XJ. S. Grant, Oxford, Mm. : 

The troops under my command, after some brisk skirraislung, . ■* / . i : t < : vf tl i 1. ' n place 
day before yesterday little after dark, driving out the Confeder-ji* » .i .ilr\ .r ■ caus- 
ing them to drop some of their plunder. Wo also saved two of our trains. Tlio road 
is cut up to Union City in numerous places and ''r'' oonimunicatious with 

Columbus is destroyed. If I had had a single piect ■ i \ 1 should have fought 

my way to Union City, 

GEORGE P, IHRIE, 
Colonel, Commanding, 


Lieut. Ool. John A. Eawdins, 

A. A. C., Edqrs, Dept, of the Tenn., Holly Sprinys, Mm. 


* 

Saint Louis, Mo., Deamher 01, 1862. 

Sir: T herewith report to you that the officer commanding United 
States troops at Trenton, Teuu., at the time it was attacked by Por- 
rost’s Confederate cavalry, selected tlie worst possible i>lace for defense^., 
the railroad depot, entirely and easily commanded from two diherent 
lioints, only about 200 yards distant, and situated on the western edge 
of the town and on low, flat ground. It seems to liave been his studions 
care to save the town at the expense of the surrender of his command. 
Trenton is built like most of the Southern towns you have visited — a 
brick court-house in the center of a square surrounded by houses. 
Had he taken up his position in this court-house and barricaded tlie 
streets leading to it, tlirougli the faces of iho sq:ii:re, with cotton bales 
the Confederate artillery never could have n^aeln^d liim, except through 
t|ie houses of their friends. Hero he could have held out one, two, or 
tte^e dayi^ when he would have been relieved by the arrival of our 
tro^s, as I had made armTigeincnts to make a night march upon Tren- 
ton the day I was relieved by General Haynie. I will only add when 
his position for defense was made known to me I could hardly believe 
it, and felt mortified in the extreme. 

I come now to even a more painful subject. On reaching Columbus, 
Ky., on the night of the 29th instant, via Hickman, Ky., I found the 
commanding officer there even woifse stampeded than was the com- 
manding officer at Jackson. It would be ridiculous but for the serious 
results 5 as it is, it is akin to being disgraceful. In the conscientious 
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dischargre of ipy duty I recommend lie bo removed from liis command, 
as unlit for tlio important position, in consequence of being too easily 
scared. 

T am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

QEORGE P. IHEIE, 

Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp, Acting Inspector- General^ D, T. 

Lieot. Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dept, of tile Tennessee, 


Fo. 9. 

Report of Gapt. Ha^nuel B. Loffo/n^ Blftg fourth Illinois Infantry,^ of cap- 

ture of Union City, 

Columbus, Ky., Deemler 27, 1862. 

In obedience to the orders of General Davies I left this place by rail 
the 23d instant [*?] for Union City, Tenn., and arrived at that place 
about 3 o^clock that evening. Before the cars were unloaded I pro- 
ceeded to detail C men to canvass (two going together) *the country in 
the near vicinity of the town, with the view of examining all the ap- 
proaches. Pickets were posted at the usual stands. My men were 
preparing dinner, having had no regular meal the day before. 

While this was being done I sent men to press horses, that I might 
send horsemen on the Troy road and Wallace Mill Bridge road to act 
as scouts and advance pickets. 

At about 4 o’clock p. m. a flag of truce came to the picket stationed 
on the Hickman road, borne by Lieutenant-Colonel Collins of the Con- 
federate Army, i)rotecting Federal prisoners from Trenton and below 
to within our lines. 

While I was trying to tclogrnph you the above facts, and before the 
horses had been pj'ixsncd Tor ilie advance pickets — twenty minutes 
having not yet elapsed since the reception of the flag of truce covering 
the prisoners — ^the Confederate Army, under General Forrest, I judge 
to the number of 1,500, surrounded my command in every direction, 
but one, to within easy musket range. Their cannon were shotted and 
sighted upon us, three of which were in full view. Prom the time their 
forces first appeared in view tljiree minutes did not transpire before we 
were thus surrounded. 

General Forrest sent a flag of truce forward. My men needing my 
attention for a moment I sent Sutler E. W. Jones to meet the flag. A 
demand was made for an unconditional surrender of the post and forces. 
When I arrived at the flag of truce of General Forrest, Jones was 
stoutly claiming to the bearer of the flag that it was utterly contrary 
to honorable warfare to demand that I should surrender my forces 
under the surroundings. The flag of truce which protected Ihe Fed- 
eral prisoners, then in full view, was pointed to and a definite explana- 
tion was given of how and when it made my lines, by whom borne, and 
now flying within my quarters. 

While this colloquy was being held General Forrest rode up, and 
Lieutenant Hanford, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, a prisoner feom 
Trenton, demurred to the general that he should demand the surrender 
of the post under the then circumstances, fully explaining them as be- 
fore. The general a^aiu demanded an immediate 'and unconditional 
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surrender. Deeming it to be extreme folly to fight so unequal a force I 
surrendered my command of 94 men to the above terms. 

I would also state that a few moments only before Forrest’s force 
made their appearance Lieut. A. B. Balch and Orderly B. 0. Percell 
accompanied Lieutenant-Oolonel Collins from my headquarters to the 
prisoners, who yet waited at the picket station, for the purpose of bring- 
ing them in, and while directly with that flag of truce were both forced 
to surrender. 

Five citizens who accompanied me were compelled to give parole not 
to return within Confederate lines during the war. I would do Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Collins and General Forrest whatever justice there may 
be in their most emphatic denial of collusion in the two flags of truce. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

S. B. LOGAN, 

Captain^ Gomwmding Post^ Union City. 

The Adjutant-Gkitoral. 


No. 10. 

Report of Col, John W. Fuller^ Tr'nuu-^/.rnifh Ohio Infantry^ of opera- 
tions PeeemJber 18, 1S6‘2- January 9, LiUJ, induMng engagement at Par- 

Jeer^s Gross-Roads. 

Hdqes. 1st. Brig., 8th Drv., 16 th Army Corps, 

Department of the GDennessbe, 

Gorinthj Miss., January 20, 1863. 

Captain: In accordance with orders' from division l.( T 

have the honor to submit the Oinowina s:-portof the pari b> Wuw 

portion of my command recenJy dej-schs-.I from the division while un- 
der General Sullivan’s orders : 

After 9 o’clock on the evening of December 18, when encamped near 
Oxford, Miss., I received orders to pT'oceed immediately with the in- 
fantry of my command by rail to Ja(*kM)ii, Tenn., there to report to 
Brigadier-General Sullivan. About the Thirty-ninth Ohio, 

Colonel Noyes, left Oxford, and at 3 o’clock the following morning the 
Twenty-seventh Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding, followed. Jjeav- 
ing instructions for Colonel Sprague to follow as soon as cars could bo 
obtained for the transportation of his own regiment and the Forty- thir<l 
Ohio, I started for Jackson on the train conveying the TwiMin -M‘v<‘inh 
Eegiment. 

I did not reach Jackson until nearly 4 p. m. of the 19th. Immedi- 
ately on our arrival Colonel Spnnlding was ordered by General Sulli- 
van to report with his regiment w Colonel Lawler to the Jronfc, and I 
learned from General Sullivan that Colonel Noyes had been sent with 
his regiment in another direction to report to General Brayman. I 
afterward learned that the Si\( \ -thh d iind .iM)riy iliii-d Regiments, upon 
reaching Bolivar, had been orde!\*d Ger.e«.\i Craiu to remain there 
for the defense of that place. 

The following morning a General Order from General Sullivan an- 
nounced that my command would consist of the Twenty-seventh and 
Thirty-ninth Eegiments of Ohio Infantry, and w'ould form the rear of 
the cohimn. As soon as I could find the regiments I marched in the 
direction of Lexington, overtaking the main column about 10 miles east 
of Jackson. While halting here cannonading was heard in the direo- 
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tion of Humboldt. After an hour’s halt we continued the march unti 
about 19 miles distant from Jackson, where we bivouacked for the 
night. 

The next morning at 6 o’clock we returned over the same road, raj 
command, which was in advance, reaching Jackson between 1 and i 

p. m. 

On the 27th we went by cars to Trenton, where the Sixty-third Ohie 
rejoined UwS. I reported, in accordance with General Sullivan’s order 
to General Haynie, but General Sullivan arrived the same evening anc 
assumed command. 

About 5 a. m., December 28, we marched toward HiintinirdoTi an^' 
bivouacked near Shady Grove. The next morning, : iinoii.l 

McLemores\’ille, we reached Huntingdon about 4 p. m. 

On the 31st I marched at 5 a. m. on the road toward loav 

ing behind seven companies on guard duty, which 
said would march when he was ready to start, and would form a reai 
guard. Between 10 and 11 a. m., while ihy column was halting neai 
Clarksburg, Generals Sullivan and Haynie, with their respective staffs 
and a small escort of cavalry, .overtook us. General SulUvan orderec 
me to halt for an hour or an hour and a half till the rear guard couk 
rejoin me, and then passed on toward Clarksburg. Within ten min 
utes afterward an orderly rode back at a gallop, ^nyiricr that the ene 
my’s cavalry had got between my command and (ic-m'-rids Sullivan an( 
Haynie, and that these officers with their escort had ridden on througl 
(''lnrk'«:bnrg followed by the enemy. 

I mo\;‘.J forward, on a double-quick, instantly, and upon reachini 
Clnrksburg learned from an officer of the Thirty-ninth Iowa (who hac 
been accidentally left on picket duty where Colonel Dunham’s columi 
had bivouacked the previous night) that the enemy’s force consisted o 
about 50 cavalry. This officer’s post was to the east of Clnrksburg 
The enemy had approached from the west and took the road leadiiq 
south, passing before this officer had an opportunity to fire on them. . 
learned also that Generals Sullivan and Haj nie k-Pi i no road directly 
after passing Clarksburg, taking an <-asn-rly din-ciioii. The enem; 
upon reaching the same point probably saw my advance, as they filet 
out of the road rapidly through the wood to the west. 

After a halt of about ten minutes, learning nothing more, we con 
tinned our march. Soon the sound of artillery in our front advised ui 
that Colonel Dunham’s brigade was engaging the enemy, and we begai 
to march in earnest. The firing was first heard to the right of th( 
point where the road from MoLemoresville crosses that leading fron 
Huntingdon to Lexington : in half an hour it was directly in our front 
half an hour later it was all to the left of the crossing, thereby render 
ing it certain that the enemy, who ai)proached from McLemoresvillo 
was rapidly driving Colonel Dunham’s brigade before him. Very sooi 
thereafter the rattle of musketry was distinct, and thinking the hour i 
critical one for the small force, who were evidently fighting agains 
odds, 1 urged my men to their utmost speed. When within about ! 
miles of Parker’s house an orderly galloped to the head of the column 
saying, General Sullivan, who is coming up with the rear guard abou 
3 miles behind, orders you to halt until he comes up.” I directed Cap 
tain Dustan, assistant adjutant-general of this brigade, tonde back t 
the general as fast as possible, to explain the situation, and to ask tha 
the order to halt be countermanded. Immediately after Captain Dus 
tan started upon this errand one of my orderlies, who had been sen 
to the front to communicate with Colonel Dunham, returned. He wa 
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unable to get through, as the enemy^s position was between ns and that 
of Colonel Duuham^s brigade- From near Parker^s house, where they 
were in force, the enemy had fired on him. When I learned this I felt 
assured that General Sullivan would, if present and in possession of 
the facts, countermand his order to halt, and I therefore directed that 
the men instead of halting should move forward as rapidly as possible. 

When the head of our column was within about 200 yards of (he hill 
which commanded a view of the enemy^s position, and where our column 
was deployed. General Sullivan overtook me. The Twenty-seventh and 
Sixty-third Eegiments were at once formed on the left and the Thirty- 
ninth Eegiment on the right of the road, when we advanced upon the 
rear of the enemy^s artillery, which was feebly supported and aban- 
doned (with but little fighting on his part) when we approached. Our 
artillery took a position on the left (east) of the pad, and directly after 
opening fire two pieces followed the infantry until they occupied ground 
side by side with the rebel guns, while the other piece was moved to 
the west side of the road, where it was effectively used upon the rebels 
who were escaping by breaking to the front and right of our lines. 

Some hundreds of the enemy, who had dismounted and had been 
fighting as infantry, had left their horses in the orchard and yard near 
Parker^s house. These horses were the first trophies which fell into 
our hands, and more than 300 of their riders thus rendered unable 
to get away surrendered themselves as prisoners. A small train of 
wagons which the enemy had gninofi po«i«os8ion of was captured in 
the road a short distance south of house, and one, at least, 

of the guns belonging to Colonel Dunham’s command was retaken 
from the enemy in this road. 

The dead bodies of our artillerists lying close to this urr/'-led the 
fidelity and bravery with which the men of the Seventh W iNcoiisiu Bat* 
tery stood at their posts until their last round of ammunition was ex- 
pended. 

Among the prisoners who surrendered were several officers of promi- 
nence. Lieutenant-Colonel Cox, of Cox’s battalion, and Ma^jor Strange 
(Forrest’s : ‘"."Tr’'. who, together with the captain command- 

ing Forres- 3 re unhorsed by a volley from the Twenty- 
seventh Ohio r- ■'- -V- V the field with their general, and Colonel 
Black, who -.i’- '■ citizens’ clothes, with several others 

whose names I have forgotten. 

Before refening to our subsequent march I deem it a duty I owe to 
the officers and men of my command (who had marched 7 miles within 
an hour and a half to reach the field, and who after this exertion rushed 
forward with such enthusiasm as to produce a panic in the enemy’s 
ranks) to claim for them the honor of ■'■npturiTyjr what was taken from 
the enemy at Parker’s Cross-Roads, an<! recapluring prisoners, 

artillery, baggage wngons. and animals which before their arrival on 
the field had fallen inio i In* hands of the enemy. When wo reached the 
field the enemy who, from the best evidence I could obtain, were about 
double the number of Colonel Dunham’s force, were in front and* on both 
flanks of that brigade. A flag of truce, which had not retxxrned to Gen- 
eral Forrest when our guns opened, had, as Colonel Dunham informed 
me, demanded an unconditional surrender. Firing had ceased for some 
fifteen minutes prior to our arrival, nor did the command of Colonel 
Dunham fire a shot at the enemy as ho moved past their flanks to their 
rear. 

•* About two hours after the enemy had precipitately fled General Sul- 
livan informed me that he was returning and was advancing upon our 
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left and front. By the geiieraPs direction 1 formed two regiments ob- 
liquely across the road leading east from Parker’s house and sent two 
companies (deployed as skirmishers) about 400 yards to the front of 
tliis line, where they remained until daylight of the following morning. 

January 1 we marched through Lexington, bivouacking about 1 mile 
east of that place. 

The ne'Tt r^.iTina’ r-o''’rTals Sullivan and Haynie, with the brigade of 
Colonel \ 'ais-lM toward Jackson while my command, together 

with a brigade which came up from Jackson under Colonel Lawler, 
marched toward the Tennessee Eiver, I having received orders to re- 
port with my command to that officer. When 5 or 6 miles east of Lex- 
ington we met several men who had escaped from the enemy after 
reaching the river. Prom them we learnt definitely that Forrest’s 
command (prisoners and stragglers excepted) had already crossed the 
river. Taking these men to Colonel Lawler I rr-’'. rt^:-:l'!y requested 
that the infantry, worn-out and half starved as it ■ ■ v'ithout shel- 

ter, be spared so long and trying a march, and suggested that the re- 
connaissance be made by the cavalry ; but Colonel Lawler informed me 
that he had no discretion in the matter. He had no doubt of the cor- 
rectness of these statements, he said, but the entire force must march. 
That day we proceeded to within 8 or 9 miles of Clifton. 

On the 3d my brigade was ordered to move toward Clifton, I was 
instructed to use my own judgment as to the movement, to ascertain 
for myself whether the enemy had all crossed the river, and, if I found 
such to be the fact, to return. Upon ronrhmg a point where the road 
to the furnace leaves that leading to < liii-sn l ordered two regiments 
and my artillery to halt. After examining the river near the furnace, 
which was done by a squad of cavalry, and lonming that the last of 
the enemy had crossed on the night of the 1st, 1 sent the cavalry in ad- 
vance on the Clifton road, and directed Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding, 
with the Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, to follow. Directly after, how- 
ever, Colonel Lawler came up and ordered my entire command to ad- 
vance. Upon reaching the river and ti^at the road to Clifton 

ran along the stream for 2 miles, and \ i ' n » • : the enemy would use 
his artillery from the opposite bank, : -i -i 1 but the cavalry and 
one regiment to halt here. But Colonel Lawler, who I was not then 
aware had marched with the column, upon coming up countermanded 
the order. We found a small picket on the road (of perhaps 15 men), 
who, after exobnuging shots with our cavalry, rapidly retired, crossed 
the river in «i nhuiII (h:i-l)()ni, swimming their horses. As soon as our 
cavalry appeared opposite the town the enemy began to shell them 
from batteries on the bluff. Fo damage wag done, however. Soon after, 
the enemy placed some rifled guns on the bank farther up the stream 
and opened fire on the light field battery which was attached to my 
command. Ifo harm resulted, however. The battery, which I thought 
too light to reply effectively, and the regiments which were marohSag 
with it were rapidly moved back from the river out of range. A wagon 
loaded with ammunition was twice struck and so disabled that we 
were compelled to abandon it. The animals and ammunition, however, 
we brought away. 

A flag of truce, accompanied by two rebel officers, crossed the river 
foi‘ tlic purpose, as Colonel Woodward said, of making arrangements 
for an exchange of prisoners. They were not permitted to pass our out- 
posts and probably did not gain much information. 

An irregular fire of musketry was kept up for an hour or two with 
the enemy during the afternoon, by order of Colonel Lawler, but I did 
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not learn of anything resulting, excepting a wound received by Colonel 
Lawler’s assistant adjutant-general, who was hit in the leg. 

The march of this day was more severe on the men of my command 
than any I have witnessed. The road was horrible, and the rain, which 
fell steadily, made it still more so. 

On the 5th we marched toward Bethel, reaching that place on the 7th. 
The next day we marched for Corinth, arriving on the afternoon of the 
9th. Here, for the first time in twenty-two days, we found shelter, full 
rations for the men, and shoes for at least 160, who had marched bare- 
footed for 60 miles. 

The accompanying reports of commanding officers give a detailed 
account of the movements of their respective regiments. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JOHH W. PULLEB, 

Gohnel Twenty-seventli Ohio Infantry^ OmmunifViuj. 

Capt. Geobgb E. Spencer, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oenerat 


Fo. 11. 

Report of Lieut, Ool, Zcphaniah S. Spavldr/iy, Tirntty Ohio In- 

fantry, of operations December 19, X^^yVl-^htsuary i;, 1;:;C*J, Including en- 
gagement at ParJcer^s Cross-Roads. 

Heaequarters Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, 

Corinth, Miss,, January 20, 1863. 

Captain: In compliance with circular-orders from brigade headquar- 
ters, in relation to the part taken by this command in the late campaign 
in West Tennessee, I have the honor to report that 1 left Oxford, Miss., 
on the morning of the 19th ultimo, by railroad, with an agregate of 668 
officers Jind iimn, having left behind 2 commissioned officers and 92 men 
to guard the camp and care for the sick, and proceeded to Jackson, 
Tenn., where we arrived about 6 p. m. I was ordered to bivouac for 
the night near the townj but upon rr-iv.rtin'-* t Colonel Lawler, com- 
manding the trenches, I was ordered lO i .-i .! -n about 3 miles, with a 
battery of artillery, where I found General Brayman, and from him re- 
ceived instructions to rest at that point. The next morning, finding 1 
had been sent out there without instructions. General Brayman gave me 
my choice between joining Thiis column or awaiting further orders there. 
I accepted the latter, and about 10 o’clock received instructions from 
General Sullivan in person to take up my line of march on the Lex- 
ington road, as support to two batteries which had just arrived from 
Jackson. During the day Colonel Fuller overtook us and assumed com- 
mands Marched about 16 miles and bivouacked for the night, when 
one of my companies, which had been detailed at Jackson, joined us, 
and my acting quartermaster arrived with rations for the men. 

On the 21st we returned to Jackson. Here we remained for six days, 
during which time my men suffered a great deal for want of proper 
shelter, rations, and cooking utensils, which were impossible to procure. 
Although we wore called upon to perform more than ordinary duty I 
do not think that the state of affairs at Jackson warranted the treat- 
ment my command received. 
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On the 27tli we moved by rail to Trenton, and on the morning of 
the 28th started on the march toward Huntingdon, arriving there on 
the afternoon of the 29th. We bivouacked near the town, and spent the 
time until the morning of the 31st in gnthoring provisions and prepar- 
ing them for use. In this we weri* bnu-Iiiotl and aided by the 

inhabitants of the country, who iln ii io^<i:ry and good feeling 

in a most substantial manner, bringing in to us in considerable quanti- 
ties corn-meal, pork, &c. 

At dii\li^li^ on the 31st we were on the road to Lexington. When 
about !() inii(vs from Huntingdon we halted and General Sullivan came 
up. He gave orders to remain there an hour or an hour and a half, 
and then push on ; but receiving notice a short time afterward that 
a y:ri'fy r.f the enemy’s had suddenly app^arefl at the little 

to^^ll j !' about a mile ahead, and '.i.i*! made the 

general a prisoner as he was passing through, C*- .i'-, I ‘uiln' ordered an 
immediate advance, and I sent Company A, under First Lieut. Theo- 
dore Sawyer, on ahead as skirmishers. Arriving at Clarksville we 
found no enemy, but heard from citizens that a pompany of rebel 
cavalry, numbering about 50 men, had dashed through the place, and 
that General Sullivan and staff left the road and took to the woods in 
great haste to escape them. 

Distant cannonading now being heard from the direction of Lexing- 
ton, i ^ probable that Colonel Dunham’s brigade, which had 
left ' jjM.ir;! I. '! the previous night, was engaged with the enemy, 
Colonel Fuller ordered the brigade to move forward with all possible 
haste. From this time cannonading was heard continually, and after 
an hour or two musketry was readily <1istingni'-ln-(1. A citizen from the 
fj*ont gave information that our forces were fighting Forrest’s cavalry 
and needed aid. About noon we came in sight of the battle-field. Fir- 
ing had ceased on both sides, and flags of truce were passing between 
the parties ;1. The enemy had surrounded Dunham’s brigade on 

three sides, so that we now came upon them in their rear. By order of 
Colonel Fuller I formed my line on the left of the road, fixed bayonets, 
and charged down the hill and across the open fields which lay beWeen 
us ii i:(l I lie < iiemy. In an orchard we found a large number of rebel cav- 
alry horses, with equipments, &c., complete, being held by a detail made 
for that purpose, all of whicfi we capTuied. Pushing forward we cap- 
tured three pieces of artillery and one extra caisson, filled with ammu- 
nition, which was taken by the rebels at Trenton. The enemy, being 
taken wholly by surprise, made but feeble resistance. Those who were 
mounted, or whose horses were near at hand, escaped with little loss, 
though a few saddles were emptied by some of the skirmishers in Com- 
pany A. 

One man, Adam B. Elderkin, a private in Company B, was stnuck by 
a musket ball just below the right kneej and Isaac Jenkins, a private 
in the same company, received a flesh wound in the calf of the right leg, 
probably from the same ball. 

These casualties, received during a change of front forward on left 
company, by order of General Sullivan, were the only injuries sus- 
tained by my command. It being so easy for the enemy to get out of 
our range, and they not being disposed to give us combat, the engage- 
ment was not one of great bloodshed nor long duration. 

Eetiring from an advanced position on the left to the cross-road, I 
detailed a force to drag off* the field the captured artillery and collect 
the small-arms, &c., wTiich the enemy had thrown away or abandoned 
in their hasty retreat. 
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Companies K and B, wliicli had been on duty the night previous at 
Huntingdon and were not relieved on time, now joined us. That night 
we bivouacked on the battle-held. 

On the 1st instant marched to Lexington, where General Sullivan 
left us, and returned with Dunham’s brigade to Jackson, their place 
being supplied by n briiracle under Colonel Lawler. A supply train 
met us here, but, ihnmgh ili!- fault of the offic« fil!' -g '' «.i:i .it Jack- 
son, it contained flour (which we could only use instead 

of bread, and not coffee enough to last the men a single day. Bor the 
want of this latter article my men suffered extremely, being obliged to 
use corn or wheat instead, and that without sugar. A good supply of 
such articles of the rations as could be easily mpnnged upon such 
occasions, and which I believe could have been p.*"* ni ; «: us, would 

have saved much suffering by men who are ever ready to do their duty. 

On the 2d instant, in company with the two other regiments of this 
brigade and the brigade of Colonel Lawler, we moved toward Clifton, 
where it was supposed the enemy would try to cross the Tennessee Eiver. 
Marched 23 miles before we were allowed to halt for the night, in con- 
sequence of which many of the men were rendered unfit for duty on the 
succeeding day. Our position for the night was one of little comfort, 
the ground being thickly covered with rocks and stones, added to which 
the rain fell in torrents, drenching the command to the skin. 

About midnight firing and the long roll in front of us caused me to 
form my line, but the alarm proved to be the picket guard of an Illinois 
regiment (the Eighteenth, I believe) flring upon one another in the dark, 
by which several were killed and wounded. 

"The next morning Colonel Fuller being ordered to make a recon- 
naissance to the river, i- formation had been received that the 

enemy had completed moved out and took the advance, 

preceded only by a handful of cavalry. The road, naturally one of the 
worst ever traveled, had been rendered almost impassable by the rain, 
which kept up all day. The rocks under foot cut up the shoes of the 
men, and the sticky clay actually pulled them oft* their feet until I had 
50 men barefooted. 

Arriving at the river in time to see the enemy’s pickets cross we 
found ourselves as helpless as though we had come without arms. The 
enemy’s artillery opened upon us, but without damage. Our own artil- 
lery did not Are, but immediately went to the rear. Colonel Lawler 
ordered me to remain opposite the town until 4 p. m., to give the other 
rogimonts time to get started back, and then return myself, which 1 
did,* but owing to this delay, by which nothing was accomplished, 
night came on before we reached our camping ground, and darkness 
made the march tenfold harder upon the men. Not being able to pick 
their way they stumbled over rocks, sunk to the waist in mud-holes, 
bruised their limbs, and ruined clothing which they could not afford to 
lose. 

Arriving at the point where we were to rest for the night we found 
our knapsacks had been thrown out of the wagons and plundered by the 
Illinois troops of the other brigade. Thus many of my men were left 
without a blanket or change of stockings, at a time when the full 
allowance of clothing and tents hardly suffices to render the soldier 
comfortable. Foraging upon the country through which we passed had 
now been for several days our only means of support, and continued to 
be so until our arrival at this place, on the 9th instant. 

To Second Lieut. William E. Ells, of Company A, who acted as quar- 
termaster, and through whose efficient services we obtained provisions 
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sufiicieut to sustiiin life, tlie regiment is greatly indebted. I am proud 
to acknowledge ]iis worth. But the system adopted, by which the men 
had to steal or starve, or in other words, forcing men to make extrava- 
gant marches without a proper and sufficient supply of rations, and 
allowing, as was done, the promiscuous seizing, without proper vouch- 
ers, &c., of everything that came within reach, I most heartily condemn. 
It tended to destroy my discipline, demoralize my command, and render 
a of good and brave soldiers a lawless mob. Of the marches 

thence to Bethel I have little to say; but I am assured that I express 
the feelings of my entire command when I say it was with pleasm*e that 
our connections were broken. 

Arriving at this place on the 9th instant, with my rogiment in a con- 
dition it has never known in the eighteen months^ hard service, the 
telling effect of its becoming more and more apparent, with 

79 men unable, from lack of shoes or from sickness or debility, to make 
the march from Bethel here, we were received by General Dodge with 
^n interest that showed his appreciation of our condition, and a will- 
ingness to supply our many wants which will cause us to ever hold him 
in high regard. 

Of the actions of ray officers during the battle and on the march I can 
only speak in terms of praise. 

I am, captain, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

Z. S. SPAULDING, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Oomdg. Tweyity-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

Gapt. G. W. Dustan, 

Asmtant .1 First Brigade. 


No. 12. 

Be})ort of Col. Edward F. Noyes, Thirty-ninth Ohio Injantry, of opera- 
tions JDecember 18, lS^2-January 9, 1803, Un ludhtg eugagemenl at Par- 
her^s Cross-Roads. 

Hkadqxjautebs Thibty-ninth Ohio BEaiMENT, 

Camp at Corinth, Miss., January 19, 1863. 
Captain : In compliance with orders I have the honor to report the 
part taken by the regiment under my command in the recent campaign 
in West Tennessee : 

At 10.30 o’clock on the evening of December 18 an order was received 
from brigade liendquarters for the regiment to be ready to move by rail 
to Jackson, Tenn. (that place being threatened by the enemy), with 
three days’ rations and 100 rounds of ammunition. At 11 o’clock I 
reported my regiment ready to move, and was ordered to take the train 
then in waiting at the railroad depot. 

Arriving in Jackson December 19, reported to Brigadier-General 
Sullivan, and was temporarily placed under command of Brigadier- 
General Haynie, Colonel Puller, commanding the Ohio briga&, not 
ha\dng arrived. Was sent about 1 mile northeast of the town to relieve 
another regiment, and bivouacked there for the night. 

December 20 marched in pursuit of Forrest’s cavalry 19 miles, to- 
ward Lexington : but finding that Forrest, with the greater part of his 
force, hiul m(Aed by another road and crossed toward the river in our 
rear, we were ordered to countermarch, and anived in Jackson on 
December 21. 
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Moved by rail to Trenton December 27, and the next day marched in 
the dire-- ^ which place we reached on the 29th. 

Left I i : ‘ ! ■ ■ ■ ■ . 31 and marched in the direction of the 

Tennes!-' ■ :■ w ■ : ^ ■ ■ 'd cannonading in our frontj and when 

about 10 miles out the sound of muske<iry reached us. At Parker’s 
Oross-Eoads, 16 miles from Huntingdon, found Dunham’s brigade, 
which had been since morning, surrounded on three sides by 

the enemy under Forrest. Firing had ceased, flags of truce 

were passing, and, as we afterward learned, General Forrest had de- 
manded an unconditional surrender. A part, if not all, of Dunham’s 
artillery, together with several hundred prisoners, had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. The moment was a critical one and the day 
seemed inevitably lost. Colonel Fuller, however, notwithstanding his 
command was wearied by a very rapid march, disposed his three regi- 
ments in line of battle and ordered them to advance at once. We 
deployed upon the double quick and advanced as ordered. The enemy, 
taken utterly by surprise by this sudden attack in the rear, was thrown 
into con^ion and compelled to make a precipitate and irregular re- 
treat. My regiment was formed with its center resting on the road 
leading from Parker’s Oross-Eoads to the front. 

A large number of prisoners, probably 200 or more, came down this 
road, their retreat being cut off, and were sent by me to the rear. I 
also detailed two companies of my command to guard these and other 
, prisoners. 

Company B, of the Thirty-ninth Ohio, drew off one piece of artillery 
belonging to the enemy, and were about to draw off* two other pieces, 
said to have been captured from Dunham’s brigade by Forrest’s com- 
mand, when the regiment was ordered by General Sullivan to fall back 
to Parker’s Cross-Eoads. The enemy did not again make his appear- 
ance, but his defeat and rout were complete. 

The Ohio brigade recnpiurod most of the prisoners which General 
Forrest had taken, together with the artillery and small-arms, and cap- 
tured about 300 prisoners, 300 horses, and 6 pieces of the enemy’s 
artillery. 

It is difficult to report precisely what part any one regiment took in 
Che engagement of that day 5 but the three regiments composing the 
Ohio brigade came upon the enemy together, just in time to prevent 
disaster and to secure a brilliant victory. 

On January 1 pressed on in pursuit of the enemy in company with 
the Twenty-seventh and Sixty-third Ohio Ei ghm ii; n. Kear Lexington 
formed a junction with Colonel Lawler’s liri'jnde. nnd on the evening 
of January 2 reached a point 9 miles from riiiKm ••!! the river. 

On the 3d the three Ohio regiments made a reconnaissance to the 
river, it having been reported, however, that the enemy had already 
crossed his entire force. That day and the following ovoning for a 
large portion of the time the rain fell in torrents. The ron<l wm^ cov- 
ered with jagged rocks, whose crevices were filled with mud. The men 
in stepping from rock to rock frequently slipped and fell, bruising lliem- 
selves severely. Eeturning nf night in the darkness the men could not 
keep their footing, but fell ev(‘ry few rods. Although my regiment 
had but recently been supplied with new shoes and clothing through- 
out, at the end of that day’s march 66 were without any shoes at all 
and a large portion of their clothing was in rags. Twenty of my men 
were also reported missing and have not since been heard from. It 
was the most terrible marcfi I have ever experienced and a costly one 
in the numbers and health of my command. If the march was a neces- 
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sary one it is out of all propriety to complain of it ; if unnecessary, as 
I think, I feel it to be due to the men under my command to enter my 
solemn protest against its repetition in the future under similar circum- 
stances. 

From January 5 to the 9th inclusive marched to Corinth. Arrived 
there on the 9th, having in two weeks made a forced march of about 200 
miles without transportation, without Government rations, and with no 
supplies but such as could be seized in a poor country along the way 
(generally only pork and corn-meal, without cooking utensils and with- 
out medical i i >pli>' >' • subject to all the demoralization consequent upon 
their being .1 in provide themselves with food or suffer from hun- 
ger. The command reached Corinth ragged, shoeless, dispirited, and 
worn-out. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDW. F. NOTES, 
Colonel, ComrmnMng. 

Capt. C. W. Dustxn, 

Assistemt Adjutant-General. 


No. 13. 

Beiport of Col. John W. Sprague, Sixty-third Ohio Infantry, of operations 

December 18, 1SQ2-January 9, 1863, including engagement at ParJcer^s 

Cross-Roads. ^ 

HBADQUABTBES SiXTT-THlED OHIO INBANTET, 

Corinth, Miss., January 19, 1863. 

Colonel : In pnr-uaiioc of your order received this day requiring a 
report of the pan i i Ivcu b^ my command in the recent campaign in Ten- 
nessee, I have the honor to state that the Sivty tlyrd and the Forty-third 
Ohio Regiments left Oxford, Miss., by cars on December 19, 1862, for 
Jackson, Tenn. On arrival the same evening at Bolivar, Tenn., I re- 
ceived an order by telegraph from Major-General Grant to disembark 
the two regiments at that place and make the best di-sposition in my 
power to defend therailro^ and public stores at mul ncii:- iSolivar. 
General Brayman, the commander of the post, being absent, and find- 
ing myself the senior officer, I assumed command and at once made 
such ai.sj)osilioii a8 I thought necessary to hold the place, which was 
then threatened by cavalry and mounted infantry under Van Dorn and 
Jackson. For this purpose I used the cotton found deposited there. 
The enemy, however, made no further demonstrations than slight 
skirmishing with our pickets and vedettes. 

On the evening of the 23d General Brayman returned with four pieces 
of artillery, and still later Colonel Lee arrived with a large force of 
cavalry, and the next day easily drove the enemy from that part of the 
country. 

On December 27 General Brayman ordered me to proceed with the 
Ohio Regiment to Jackson and report to Brigadier-General 
On arriving there by railroad I was ordered to proceed to 
Trenton, Tenn., where we arrived the same evening, and were again 
brigaded with the Twenty-seventh and Thirty-ninth Ohio Regiments 
under your command. 

December 28 marched to Shady Grove, 16 nffies, 

37 E E— VOL XVU 
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December 29 marched to Huntingdon (county seat of Carroll County), 
distance 16 miles. 

On December 31 marched in the direction of Lexington, Tenn. We 
started at daylight. About 10 o^clock a. m. cannonading was heard in 
front. Our march now became rapid, as it was supposed the Second 
Brigade had and engaged the enemy. About 12 m. mus- 
ketry was and our pace was still increased so thht the 

double-quick was taken at times. 

At 1.30 p. m. we arrived at Parker’s Cross-Eoads, 16 miles from our 
stai*ting point in the It was at this point that the Second 

Brigade, under Colonel Dunham (consisting of the Fiftieth Indiana, 
Thirty-ninth Iowa, One hundred and twenty-second Illinois, two com- 
panies of the Eighteenth Illinois, and three guns of the Seventh Wis- 
consin Battery), had engaged the enemy under General Forrest. Fir- 
ing had ceased for nearly half an hour before we reached the scene of 
the engagement. Emerging from the woods into large open fields the 
enemy were discovered by us. Under your orders I formed my regi- 
ment in line of battle at double-quick on the left, or easterly, side of the 
road and advanced at the same gait for about 200 yards, when I re- 
ceived an order to move by the right flank to the right, or west, side of 
the road. I again moved forward in line of battle at double-quick for a 
short distance and was then ordered back to the east side of the road 
and to advance in line of battle on the enemy, which was done as rap- 
idly as possible. The ground was soft and miry, but not'vilh-^in-lin,.' 
this and the long and rapid march made by my command i hr im* iv 
sponded with hearty cheers, and at a double-quick rushed forward to 
engage the enemy, wlio seemed to be panic-stricken. They fled in the 
utmost confusion and so rapidly that we could get but a few telling 
shots at them. In their rout they passed along tiie front and near the 
Second Brigade, but no fire was opened upon them by the Second Bri- 
gade. 1 have not learned the cause. If the enemy had been vigor- * 
ously attacked by them a much larger number of prisoners would, in my 
opinion, have been taken. As it was, a large number of the enemy 
d r unharmed to our left. I then changed front to the left and 
;hl\ 5i'n r\\ '*■■11). 500 or 600 yards, taking possession of a brass 8-pouuder 
gun from which the enemy had fled. From this point Company B, under 
Lieut. Charles J. McGinnis (Capt. Charles E. Brown acting as maijor), 
and Company A, under Capt. Frank T. Gilmore, were sent to the front 
as skirmishers. The»latter captured a second brass S-poundci', ai-d far- 
ther on a caisson and some horses which the enemy were eii<U^}!\<)riiig 
to take firom the field. After a slight skirmish they concluded to save 
themselves and leave the caisson. Captain Gilmore took jJOS'Se'i^ion of 
it, which with the guns mentioned was brought in and delivennl over 
to you. The enemy being mounted were soon entirely beyond our reach 
(except about 300 prisoners captured) and were safely on the road to 
cross the Tennessee Eiver. Next morning we were ordered to march in 
l)ursuit and reached a point about 2 miles south of Lexington, where we 
bivouacked. 

On January 2 we marched to a point near Bath Springs, and again 
bivouacked. That night a very heavy rain visited us, and all were 
thoroughly soaked. 

On the morning of January 3 we again commenced the pursuit of the 
flying horsemen, but scores of witnesses told us the enemy had safely 
crossed the river 5 but to see for ourselves we marched on, under orders, 
to a point on the river opposite Clifton, exchanged a few i^ota with the 
enemy across the river, and marched back again. 
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This day’s march (18 miles) was one of the hardest I have ever wit- 
nessed. The rains had made the roads deep with mud, in which were 
hidden bowlders, making the footing so uncertain that men could be 
seen every moment falling on their faces in the mud and water. We 
arrived at Bath Springs on our return the same evening. 

On the morning of the 5th our march for Bethel was commenced. W e 
made 16 miles and bivouacked. 

li^’ext morning (the 6th) resumed march, making 16 miles, and biv- 
ouacked near Eobinson’s Mill. 

On the 7th we again marched 17 miles and bivouacked at Bethel. 

On the 8th marched for Corinth, through pbout 16 

miles, and on the 9th arrived at Corinth, and ,■: * .in.p:-:: jji, 1 mile 

south of the town, where I presume it is proper to state our campaign 
in Tennessee ended. 

It is proper to state that from the time we left Oxford, on December 
19, until January 9, we were without a particle of camp equipage or 
baggage, and from the time we left Trenton, December 28, our only sub- 
sistence was such as could be gathered along the road, which was a 
very scanty supply of corn-meal and meat, and these had to be pre- 
pared without cooking utensils and a part of the time without salt. 

The lia:clshi]:)S, privations, rvr..- and fatigues of the campaign 
told fearfully on the officers i ' my command, but good order 
and 'line were preserved through the efficiency of company officers 

and the high soldierly qualities of the men. 

Lieut. J. S. Antrim was taken prisoner December 31 by the enemy, 
while acting as regimental quartermaster a ■ nl T- » : , s j ‘ i i g for the regiment. 

Private James Orr, Company C, was missing on the evening of Jan- 
uary 3, and has not since been heard from. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHJT W. SPEAGUE, 

Colonel. 

Col. J. W. Fuller, Commanding Brigade. 


ITo. 14. 

Report of Col. Cyrus L. Dunham^ Fiftieth Indiana Infamtry^ of sJcirmish 
at Huntingdon, Becember 30, and engagement at Parker^s Cross-Roads. 

Headquarters Third Brioade, 
ParJcer^s Cross-Roads, near Lexington, Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862. 

Sir ; In pursuance of your written Order of yesterday, the 30th in- 
stant, I on that day at about 2 p, m. left Huntingdon in pursuit of the 
enemy’s forces under .General Forrest, toward Lexington, with tlie bri- 
gade under my command, except the Seventh Tennessee, which was by 
your orders left to guard i lie bridge north of ITnntingdon. My com- 
mand consisted of parts of two companies (A and E) of the Eighteenth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, mounted, under Captain Davis, 65 men; the 
Fiftieth Indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel IVclls commanding, 
525 ; the One hundred and twenty-second Illinois, Colonel Einaker, 529 ; 
the Thirty-ninth Iowa, Colonel Cummings, 405, and three pieces of the 
Seventh Wisconsin Battery, 30 men, under Lieutenant Wheelock — in 
all, 1,554, rank and file. • ISTotwithstandingallwereweary andwornwith 
toilsome marches and arduous duties already performed our little force 
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pushed viporoiTaly forward and reached Clarksburg, 12 miles distant, 
shortly dor!;. 

As the advance guards (the mounted infantry under Captain Davis) 
approached th ■ : ;i: y ~:-tr -n-'t and resisted by a company of the 

enemy. They ' !. <‘!igagod and repulsed him, killing 

3, who were lett dead on me ground. 6ui- column immediately moved 
forward into and occupied the town without further resistance. Here 
we bivouacked for the night. 

I ascertained from scouts whom I sent out that General Forrest 
with a large force, said to be his whole command, were bivouacked at 
ITnion Church, 4 miles west of Clarksburg, on the road leading Irom 
McLemoresville into the Huntingdon and Irvington road at Parker’s 
Cross-Roads, 5 miles south of Chiik-'l-.n.-g. One of his foraging parties 
rei'-r'-'SCTitf d his forces at 8,000 strong, with twelve pieces of artillery. 
1 immediately (2 a. m.) sent a courier to you with a dispatch saying, in 
substance, that he was at the point above '■losigiir.tod in considerable 
force and that I should try to coax or force a light out of him in the 
morning. My information induced me to believe that he was endeavor- 
ing to escape by of T-.-ving'-.-ip. ai' l hence would enter the road to 
that place at the si*-" .*i.:*i- and I determined to there in- 

tercept him. 

Our little force had breakfasted and was in motion before day. The 
mounted infantry having been upon picket through the night were left 
as a rear guard, and Company A, Fiftieth Indiana, under Lieutenant 
Judy, was thrown forward as an advance guard. As the advance ap- 
proached Parker’s Cross-Roads it was attacked by the enemy’s pickets ; 
immediately deployed as skirmishers and pushed rapidly forward up 
tlie hill, the whole As I got with the advance to the 

top of the hill I sav .. •. • large company, or two small ones, 
of the enemy !■< i 1 1 ; I ' ; r along the road to the west, upon whom I opened 
a brisk fire, and the retreat became a flight to Dr. Williams’ house, 
upon a hill nearly half a mile distant, under the shelter of which and 
the outbuildings and timber about it they rallied. Desiring to ascer- 
tain whether the enemy was there in force two guns were ordered up 
and threw a few shells into the surrounding timber, when a farther re- 
treat into the woods to the northwest followed. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells, with the Fiftieth Indiana, was ordered forward to occupy the hill 
upon which the house stood and the woods to the right, and reconnoiter. 
He threw three (•oiiij)i!;>i(;';.(A, D, and F) forward as skirmishers, fol- 
lowing with the remainder of the regiment and soon took the position 
indicated. 

Ro enemy being foun'l C.'-mpr.ny F, Lieutenant Jones, was sent across 
a skirt of woods to the rori I: i*i reconnoiter and soon came np with and 
engaged a company of the < .n im.-inted men at a house a little 
west of north from that of 1 Jr. \\ .'li.rii'' and drove them back across a 
large field and up and over the crest of a ridgo. The “recall” was 
sounded and they returned to the house, .'so-.m ilie enemy was seen 
coming down the hill toward the house. Company F had in the mean 
time been joined by a part of the detachment of the Eighteenth Illinois 
(the mounted infantry before mentioned) and the two again deployed 
and drove the enemy back to the top of the ridge. At this juncture I 
saw the enemy deploying a line along but behind the brow of the ridge, 
and the “ recall” was sounded and the skirmishers again rallied at the 
house. They had barely done so when the enemy opened upon them 
with shell from a gun upon his extreme right, and soon from another con- 
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siderably farther to the east, and the skirmishing party was withdrawn 
to the regiment at Williams’ house. 

Determined to ascertain if possible the force and disposition of the 
enemy, (m* . ‘er- rtf artillery were ordered forward to the edge of the 
wood, •’ i \ four ooTnpnnie«^of the Fiftieth Indiana, under Major 

Attkisson. From these guns a lire was opened upon the enemy along 
the ridge. He replied with at least a full battery, and the fire for a 
little while was intense on both sides. Seeing that the enemy had put 
a heavy force in line along and just over the crest of the ridge," and hav- 
ing accomplished all I desired at that place and time, I ordered our fixe 
to cease and the forces there to be withdrawn to the^^maiu column at 
the cross-roads. Two or three of the horses of one gun having been 
disabled it was gallantly taken out by a detachment of the Fiftieth un- 
der a heavy firo nf grape and shell. 

The whole coismijnHl was then moved south, down the Lexington 
road half a mile, to the Eed Mound, and placed in line of battle along 
and behind the crest of the ridge, which ran back from the road at an 
angle of forty-five degrees about half the length of the line, where it 
turns still more eastward ; the left rested upon the road 5 the right upon 
a thick wood and ravine ; the artillery was placed at the turn in the 
ridge. This position covered a field to the west, a considerable part of 
the road running south from the cross-roads, and also, by our guns, a 
portion of the road from the west to the (xoss roads. The wagon train 
was placed in a hollow to the rear, with two companies (one of the 
Thirty-ninth and one of the One hundred and twerty -rconri Illinois be- 
yond) to protect it. These dispositions were scarcely made, indeed the 
artillery had not got fully into position, before the enemy in heavy col- 
umns was seen moving from the wood on to the road, near Williams’ 
house, and along it toward the cross-roads. Being out of range of our 
musketry the artillery was ordered to open fire upon the advancing 
column, which it did 5 but from some cause seemingly with but little 
effect. Lieutenant-Colonel Wells was also directed to send two com- 
panies of his rcgiTm*m (the Fiftieth Indiana) toward the cross-roads to 
watch and check his advance. Company G-, Captain Carothers, imme- 
diately moved up the road at • *• ’v . deployed in the lane, opened 

a galling fire, and held his pO' orced back hy overwhelming 

numbers. Company B, Lieutenant Davies, also moved forward at the 
same step and deployed along the edge of the woods, upon which I 
afterward changrd iny line, and did valuable service. 

The enemy moved past the cross-roads eastwardly, and ai)in‘in‘(Hl as 
if desirous of escaping in that direction. Our forces were imnii(Mliar(‘Iy 
and rapidly moved lo the north (toward the cross-roads), and a new 
line formed nearly perpendicular to a prolongation of the first, along 
the edge and under cover of the woods, parallel to the enemy’s advancing 
column, the left resting upon the road and the right upon an open field, 
with three companies thrown ])eri)(Midicular to the rear in the edge of 
the woods to cover the right flank, and a vigorous attack was com- 
menced. The disposition of the forces at this time was, Company G-, 
Fiftieth Indiana, in the lane, who when forced back as aforesaid took 
position on the extreme left ; second, the Thirty-ninth Iowa 5 third, the 
One hundred and twenty -second Illinois ; fourth, the detachment or the 
Eighteenth Illinois 5 fifth, the Fiftieth Indiana, holding the right; sixth, 
the companies, one (Company A) of the Thiri \-ninili and one of the 
One hundred and twenty-second at the hon-(- on (ho moupd, to cover 
our rear and protect our train yet in the hollow. All had moved into 
position with alacrity and with the steadiness of veterans. The artil- 



682 


WEST TENISr. AND NOETHEEN MISS. 


[Chap. XXIX. 


lery had been ordered forward, with a view to being placed between the 
Thirty-ninth and One hundred and twenty-second, where it was thought 
it could be made most effective upon the enemy’s batteries, and be sup- 
r -- '1 ^ ^ those ■ I i'.J- ; but it had not yet got into ii. 

- time the enemy had got into position and the tire from his 
batteries had become intense ,ih ug ,»ur whole line. Our skirmishers 
had been forced back out of ilu Ian.-, which the enemy now occupied, 
and from wliich, and a small hill behind which he was to some extent 
sheltered, he poured upon our left a galling musketry fire. I looked 
for our guns 5 two only had been brought forward, and they , instead of 
taking the position indicated, were being put | -'i in front of the 

extreme left. I rode along the line to them. i : ■ /me up they had 

opened fire upon the enemy in the lane and upon the hill last mentioned. 
T , , ; ■ d - ed them to move to the place designated. To my utter 
. - . . - . ■ I was informed by the lieutenant that his ammunition was 
about exhausted, and hence it was useless to change position. Direct- 
ing him to do the best he could with his pieces I turned away to do the 
best I could without them. 

Candor compels me to say that from some cause our artillery was 
tbronghont ‘^‘trikingly inefficient, although both the officers and men with 
it exhibited the greatest bravery. 

The enemy at this time had one battery on the ridge in front of and 
parallel to our line j one on aridge nearly ]h i (o but beyond 

our line to the right, so situated as to cnahh* >0 <-(riic. ntrate a fire 
upon several portions of our line and to enfilade a part of it, and his 
fire had become terrible in its intensity. I determined to take his bat- 
tery at all hazards— the one on our right. The requisite orders had 
been given, and I was riding along the line to see that they were 
properly understood, when we were suddenly and furiously attacked 
from the rear by a heavy dismounted force which had, under the cover 
of the hills and woods beyond, turned our right flank, and was moving 
to the rear of our main line in a direction nearly parallel to it and 
between it and that of the two companies left to x>rotect the train and 
rear 5 at the same time a regiment of cavalry charged up the Lexington 
road from the south toward the rear of our left. This was the crisis 
of the day, and nobly did our gnllnr.t men meet it. The main line was 
faced at once to the rear and <iro\r ihe enemy back, juflicling a lieavy 
loss in killed and wounded and taking a large nmiihor (d‘ x)risoners. 
The repulse was complete. The Fiftieth Eegiment here made a bayonet 
charge in a style never surpassed and seldom equaled, forcing their 
way entirely through the enemy’s line. The cavalry charging up the 
road was also completely and severely repulsed by the two companies 
inob efiir^^ our rear, who wore promptly put in position for that purpose 
il!(‘ direction of .‘■ojr’.ani .^m;p'-ors of my staff’j but it rallied 
and made a second charge upon them and was again repuhsed. When 
the enemy had been ro]>nlsod from the rear of our jiinin line as above 
described, the Fiftietli Indiana was placed to cover the route by which 
he had approached. It had barely got into position wheibits right was 
furiously charged by a heavy cavalry force from the south, before which 
it staggered and fell slightly back ; but two companies (H, Captain 
Scott, and 0 , Captain Marsh) holding the left quickly changed front 
and poured into the J^ank of the charging force a murderous fire, under 
which it broke and fled, and the right immediately rallied and resumed 
its place. This substantially closed the fighting for the day. The re- 
pulse of the attack upon our rear had brought our line back to Eed 
Mound, where our first had been formed, but at nearly right angles to 
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it, the left resting where the right of the first had rested. It was in 
excellent order. I was passing along 't ‘ t words of congratulation 

and encouragement to the men, wh( ■ i truce, borne by an aide 
of General Forrest, anpron^hod. 1 rode forward and demanded bis 
message. He answei^d: ■■ xnu general understands that you have sur- 
rendered.” I replied : “ The general is entirely mistaken ; we have never 
thought of sr.i'nMKlv'ring.” He said a white flag was hoisted. I an- 
swered: ^‘You are mistaken 5 or,ifnot,itwasdone without my authority 
or knowledge, and you will so report to your general.” He departed, 
but shortly returned with his flag of truce and said, ‘-The gc>M ral dr 
mands an unconditional surrender.” I replied: You will get away 
with llijii flag \ t ry quick, and bring me no more such messages. Give 
my coj-M-lhii. to the general, and tell him I never surrender. If 
he thinks he can take me, he can come and try.” He left. 

In the mean time Commissary S^orgo^'^nt Thompson, of the Fiftieth 
R(‘ginK*nt, had informed me that, Ai'l.i-ii i charge had been made upon 
the two companies- left to protect the train and our rear, the wn goners 
had become i)onIr->1;‘ir-keij. had driven the train northwestwardly into 
a hollow whcr:* ii Iind lu vn riipiiin d. and that with a single com])any 
he could retake it. I turned to the Thirty -ninth Iowa and asked, ‘‘Will 
any company volunteer to retake our wagons?” Company G, Cap- 
tain Cameron, instantly responded, and was placed under the command 
of Major Attkisson, of tlic rifiiet!i' Indiana, and roeaph rod the train, 
taking several prisoners, among whom was Major i*i*rnge. General For- 
rest’s adjutant- general ; Colonel McKee, his aide, and one or two other 
officers. This was scarcely accomplished when I learned that you had 
arrived from Huntingdon with Colonel Fuller’s brigade, and I soon saw 
his guns moving into position. * 

It is reported to me by Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, who held our right, 
that on thV ropnl^o of the enemy’s cavalry he appeared to commence 
M iilidr.ju ing, nndrr iln^ cover of the wood — ^his forces passed our right, 
M)iiih\\!irdl\ — and Thai when Fuller’s brigade opened fire his retreat in 
that direction became a perfect rout. 

We were not during the entire engagement driven from a single posi- 
tion 5 but, on the contrary, whenever an opportunity offered, the enemy 
was driven before us with resistless vigor. Only in a single instance 
did any part of our command get into the slightest confusion. When 
our line was ordered to face to the rear and repel the enemy’s flanking 
column a part of the Thin \ -iilntli Towa (some three or four companies 
of its right) obeyed Tm)>i liandsop.u*l\ 5 but the othe^r part, from not 
properly receiving or not fully understanding the orders, seemed to 
hesitate, became confused, and finally began to break. Seeing this I 
rode rapidly to them, hoping to remedy the difficulty. The enemy had 
seen it also and concentrated upon them a terrific fire from his mus- 
ketry in front and the battery on the right, under which they completely 
gave way and crossed the road to a skirt of wood a short distance to 
the west. Their officers, assisted by my aide, Caplain Silence, and 
Adjutant Simpson, soon rallied them, and they rcuiriierl in good order 
to and resumed their place in the line in its new position at Bed Mound, 
with their confidence in themselves and mine in fv." V rr -v-’T-d. It 

was one of these companies that, under Major Attkisson, retook our 
wagon train. When it is recollected that this is a new regiment, having 
had little or no opportunity-for drill; that this is not only its first en- 
gagement but its first march ; that for nearly two hours it undauntingly 
maintained its posit ioii under the severest fire, and when I call to mind 
the terrible ordeal of the moment, the wonder is not that they did no 
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better, but so well, and all regret for this single mishap is forgotten in 
admiration of the courage of these gallant men. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel Eedfield and Captain Cameron of this regiment 
were especially' conspicuous for their coolness and energy at this time. 
The for:r.“i". severely and dangerously wounded, seemed en- 
tirely ,1 ,ii l.i -3 own sufferings in his efforts to rally his men. 

Color-* . 1 ' ■ ■:i''trona: also attracted particular attention, for al- 

though his comp'iii'oii Ii.k! fallen at his side, pierced by several balls, 
yet he was ready at every command to put down his flag as a rally- 
ing point. 

With the exception of this single incident my entire command through- 
out the day manifested the greatest enthusiasm and the most perfect 
confidence in their success, and at no time more than the moment be- 
fore your arrival with the other brigade. The One hundred and twenty- 
second Illinois deserves especial notice. It is a comparatively new reg- 
iment and a part of it was at one time more exposed to the enemy’s fire 
than any other; at any rate it suffered more in killed and wounded. 
Its gallant colonel fell severely wounded, yet its courage never flagged 
and it met every duty and every danger with unwavering resolution. 
The detachment of the Eighteenth acted for the most part with it and 
deserves the same commendation. 

To the Eiftieth Indiana, because of its greater experience, being an 
older regiment, was assigned the most responsible position of the field, 
and it is only necessary to say that under its vigilant and brave com- 
mander it so did its duties as to show that the trust was worthily con- 
fided. 

I should also especially mention Captain Silence and Adjutant Simp- 
son. By their vigilance and energy in observing and reporting every 
movement, by their promptness in conveying orders and in seeing to 
and aiding in their execution, and in many other ways were they of'the 
greatest service to me. In the discharge of their duties they were 
often exposed to the enemy’s hottest fire. Captain Silence had two 
horses shot under him. 

My mounted orderly^ Ered. L. Prow, of the Eiftieth Indiana, also did 
good service in conveymg orders. I should also r.ehinfwl; my per- 
sonal obligation to him. When my own horse was shot under me he 
rode forward under a terrible fire, dismounted, and gave me his. 

I hope to be pardoned also for mentioning a gallant little feat of Pri- 
vate E. A. Toplift*, of the battery. As our line faced about and pressed 
back in their engagement of the enemy at our rear one of the guns of 
the battery was left behind in the edge of the wood. All the horses 
belonging to it had been killed but two. After everybody had passed 
and left it, he, fearing that the enemy iii vh« r.ipture it, alone, under a 
smart fire, disengaged the two horses, li.iriji'ii them to the piece, and 
took it out safely. 

The losses of my command are : Bailed, 23 ; wounded, 139 ; missing, 
58. Total, 220. Many of the wounds (probably one-half) are slight. 

Among those taken prisoners are Captain Hungate, Quartermaster 

Adams, of the Eiftieth Indiana, and Lieutenant , of the ., 

acting temporarily as my aide. Captain Hungate had been very un- 
well for two or three days, but had with great resolution kept with his 
company. The night previous he became and continued very sick, and 
was with ^e assistant surgeon of his regiment at the rear, where he 
had established his hospital. Lieutenant A<lams was assisting in ar- 
ranging the hospital and in making provision for the wounded already 
being brought in. They, and also Assistant Surgeon Hervey and the 
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hospital steward, were captured by the enemy^s cavalry in the charge 
upon our rear. Dr. Hervey and the hospital steward were detained for 
two hourSj our wounded in the mean time being left to suffer for want 
of their attention. Lieut. D. S. Scott, of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, 
was suddenly surrounded and taken while zealously discharging his 
duties. 

The enemy’s losses and the fcuits of the complete and overwhelming 
victory which your timely aid secured to us are more fully within your 
own knowledge, and it is therefore unnecessary for me to make any 
statement in regard to them. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

0. L. DUNHAM, 
Golonely Commanding Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. J. 0. Sullivan, Commanding Division. 


No. 15. 

Report of Col. John I. Einalcery One hundred and twenty-second Dlinois 

Infantry y of skirmish at Clarksburg and engagement at Farker^s Cross- 

Roads. 

Headquarters 122i> Illinois Infantry Eeg-imbnt, 

Saulshuryy Tenn.y August 25, 1863. 

Colonel: In compliance with the request contained in your circular- 
letter of August 20, 1863, from Memphis, Tenn., I submit as a response 
thereto, by way of certified statement, the following report of the part 
taken by the One hundred and twenty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
in the little battle of Parker’s CrossJBoads, east of Jackson, Tenn., and 
10 miles north of Lexington, Henderson County, Tenn., on the 31st day 
of December, 1862. I have perhaps indulged in more particularity of 
statement than is consistent with the plan you have adopted, even con- 
templated, or the -nbiect of the statement deserves, but have, though 
hurriedly done, rn<l(‘j\4.ri-d to do so with reasonable clearness: 

On the night of the 27th of December, 1862, at 11.30 o’clock, nine 
companies of the regiment under ray command (One hundred and twenty- 
second), nuiiibeving 527 men, including officers and men, with the Fif- 
tieth Indiana, Colonel Dunham^ Thirty-ninth Iowa, Colonel Cummings, 
and Seventh Tennessee Infantry, Rogers, and three pieces of 

artillery of Seventh Wisconsin Battery, with 50 men from Eighteenth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry (mounted; , jminbi i iiig in all 1,800 men, con- 
stituting what was called the Third ilrigcuK-, jjnd commanded by Col. 
Cyrus Dunham, Fiftieth Indiana, moved from Trenton. Next day the 
Ohio brigade, Colonel Fuller commanding, with the remainder of the 
Seventh Wisconsin Battery, followed us, it numbering near 2,000 men. 

We marched to Huntingdon, Carroll County, where we arrived on the 
evening of the 29th of December, 1862. We marched with the brigade 
from Huntingdon at noon on the 30th and reached Clarksburg on the 
night of the same day. Here the advance of our brigade had a slight 
skirmish with the flankers of Forrest’s forces, he (Forrest) having gone 
from a point north of Huntingdon via McLemoresville to the south and 
then the west, toward Parker’s, on the Huntingdon and Lexington road, 
during the night of the 29th and the day of the 30th, and was then with 
his main force 6 miles west of us. 

On the morning of the 31st day of December we moved forward about 
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sunrise at quick-trme south toward T.ovinjjtoTi. Henderson County, for 
about 6 miles, to Parker’s Oross-Eoads, where the advance of our bri- 
gade met the advance of the rebels an s'! -k \ i ‘ ; i : . immediately began , 
the rebels being driven back into the V'--; u . , theLexingtop* road, 
on the road leading from McLemoresville to Clarksville, on the Tennes- 
see Eiver— Clarksville, a small crossing merely. 

The mounted infantry of the Eighteentli Illinois were sent forward 
through the woods and drew the fire of the rebel artillery, they then 
using six pieces. At this time the Ohio brigade had not started from 
Huntingdon, about 12 miles distant. The three regin.ov^^: — the Seventh 
Tennessee, having about 300 men, remained at H. ■’ ! ■ ■ ■ ■• 

moved [\ rvard to Parker’s house, at the cross-roads, and thence west 
in front of the rebels. The enemy’s guns were masked and in position, 
commanding the road. One of our guns was put in position and fired 
at random, we then not being able to see the enemy. To that shot the 
rebels responded with several pieces, at once dismounting our gun. 
At this point it was determined to form our line a half mile to the south- 
east, in a wood facing the west and north, with an open field between us 
and the enemy. The movement was executed without casualty. The 
wagons were placed in our rear, and the two remaining guns with our 
brigade placed in position, my regiment occupying the center of the 
line and supporting the guns, which then had less than 20 rounds of 
ammunition ; ilie Ki!ii(*ih Indiana on the right, well advanced and de- 
ployed as skirmishers; Thirty-ninth Iowa on my left and in line. At 
this time the rebels, over 6,000 strong, advanced against our position 
in two columns; the smaller one, about 2,000 strong, advanced toward 
our front ; they being mounted were thrown into confusion by our shells, 
without suffering much punishment, and were then driven by our skir- 
mishers on to their main force, which w’^as advancing across the field on 
our right flank, and had so far advanced as to flank us, compelling us 
to change our front to the north, so that our next line was along the 
north side of the wood, pasture, or field in which we were, facing the 
north and the open field. By this time our artillery was out of ammu- 
nition and the guns were soon from loss of horses rendered useless and 
were run into a ravine and temporarily abandoned. 

The change of front was made ;iu(lo:‘ a severe fire of small-arms, from 
which 15 or 20 men of my regiment (One hundred and t ■■■ u! ■ 

Illinois) were wounded, among them the captain of Oompi: ‘s;! » . : ' i: - ! 
ing this move on our part the rebels had obtained a ridge iii the field in 
our new front, in shape of an arc of a great circle, behind the crest of 
which they had placed ten pieces of jirtillery at distances varying from 
300 to 600 yards, and as we came into line, facing the north and in front 
of the rebels’ guns, they opened ui)on us most furiously with grape, can- 
ister, shell, and solid shot. 

This artillery was supported by over 2,000 dismounted infantry, their 
whole force having been mounted. 

Our guns were of no service to us at this time, our ammunition being 
all gone. The One hundred and twenty-second Illinois was then ad- 
vanced close up to the north fence and commenced to return the rebels’ 
compliments. This lasted one hour and fifteen minutes, the rebels all 
the time firing their artillery with great rapidity and considerable ac- 
curacy ; also keeping up a heavy fire from their infantry supports. Bar- 
ing this time the One hundred and twenty -second Illinois — ^that is, the 
companies present — ^held their places and responded rapidly and with 
accuracy, considering the character of guns they had, and yet have — 
altered Harper’s Ferry muskets. 
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In the mean time about six companies of the Thirty-ninth Iowa had 
been moved away, leaving our left exposed and enabling the enemy to 
concentrate their fire on our front, and leaving it in the power of the 
rebels to flank us on the left and get into our rear in a hollow running 
nearly parallel to our line and covered from their own artillery, and 
within 3^0 yards of the rear of our line. At this moment I was struck 
just below the right knee, severing the artery, and soon so j oclrcing rne 
that I was unable to take any active part in the fray. The.» i dii 
my lieutenant-colonel to give attention to the enemy in our rear, as they 
had opened upon us from that direction, while he was tying a compress 
upon my leg to stop the loss of blood. He immediately about-faced 
lliv fixed bayonets, and charged the enemy, three times our 

Mill: l»; .‘ii-.i x)ut them to utter, hopeless flight. This move threw the 

whole rebel force into confusion on that side, and those who were north 
of us, in what had been our front, supposing themselves cut ofl:*, fled, 
leaving several pieces of their artillery, from which the horses had been 
shot during the hour and fifteen minutes’ fight j)rece(li!ig the charge. 
At the end of the bayonet charge, which was made under the direction 
and control of Lieutenant-Colonel Brish of my regiment, the One hun- 
dred and twenty-second Illinois found itself in i) 0 's''C^si;;n of several 
hundred prisoners, and at this time the Fiftieth hniiana, which had 
occupied a position somewhat retired in the last line and at an angle of 
twenty-five degrees to our line, making the extreme right coa'sidcrnhiy 
retired, now being faced about, also pressed the rebels, the Indianians’ 
line serving t(^ank the enemy (and I may say here the Indianians did 
well), and the^ortion of the Thirly-ninth Iowa, having just a moment 
previously occupied a position far to our rear and left, also closed up 
and pressed upon the opposite flank of the rebels, making the rout of 
Forrest’s men complete. 

Forrest was unable to rally his men again, and was in full retreat when 
the Second Brigade came in sight, the ai)peai'ance of wldcl* gri nlly 
added to the celerity of the rebels’ flight and afforded our gallnni Ohio 
friends no opportunity to participate in the rout of a force we could 
have destroyed had the Second Brigade arrived in time, which they 
would have done but for the genius for tardiness exhibited by General 
Sullivan, who moved and traveled with and controlled the movements 
of the Ohioans, and was in command of the expedition from Jackson, 
whence the movement was made. 

The rebels left a large number of killed and wounded on the field, a 
large quantity of small-arms, a great many horses. Colonel Bunham 
says 7 pieces of his artillery, and above 500 prisoners. 

My .regiment lost 1 commissioned of&cer killed. Lieutenant Bristow, of 
Company H ; 2 wounded, the colonel, and Oapt. William B. Bugger, 
Company A ; and 70 men killed and wounded, 16 of whom were killed 
dead on the field and 8 or 10 stragglers were taken prisoners. The 
officers present were the colonel, lieutenant-colonel, all the captains ex- 
cept of Company I and Company G, Captain Sawyer and Captain Co wen ; 
all of the lieutenants except those of Company I and Second Lieuten- 
ant Halderman, Company A, First Lieutenant McKnight, Company H, 
and First Lieutenant Holt, of Company B, who were absent by proper 
authority. 

Jfone of my officers present failed to do their whole duty. This was 
the first battle the regiment was ever in. The men behaved like old 
soldiers, and after the first fire their shots told and were very effective. 
The fight commenced about 9 a. m. and lasted, including the time occu- 
pied in maneuvering after the first firing, till about 3 p. m.,. when firing 
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entirely ceased. Colonel Dunham commanded the brigade and is a gal- 
lant soldier. His regiment was on our right while in line and was en- 
gaged some time before my regiment was, it having fought for a time 
as skirmishers. While my regiment was in line it fired between 20 and 
30 rounds. The regiment reached its rfir.rtrr- on the return after the 
battle at Trenton, Tenn., at midnight c-. . In- ■■■ !‘ of January, 1563. 

The reginirnt was at a skirmish at Town Creek in the last of April, 
1863, but suffered no loss. I was not present. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JOHN I. EINAKEE, 

Col. One hundred and ticenty-second Illinois Infty. JRegt, 


I certify on honor the foregoing written papers contain a true and 
correct statement of the facts as they transpired at the times and places 
therein mentioned, according to my best recollection and belief. 

JOHN I. EINAKEE, 

Col. One hundred and t.rd Illinois Infty. Begt. 


Ool. A. L. Ohetlain, 

President of Boards &g. 


No. 16. 

Beport of Ool. E. J. B. C .-.-.r' . Thirty-ninth lowa^nfantry^of en- 
gageme"* Oross-Boads. 

Headquarters Thirty-ninth Iowa Infantry, 

Battle Ground^ ParJeer^s Gross-Boadsy December 31, 1862. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my regiment in the battle of Parker’s Cross-Eoads this 
day: 

tJpon arriving at the cross-roads we were halted, and remained in 
that position some time, while the Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, deployed as 
skirmishers and supported by two pieces of artillery, engaged the rebels 
upon the hill to the right and west of the road. We were then ordered 
to file to the right, up the lan^ to take position in the woods upon the 
hills, and upon :ii i i \ .here I was ordered to countermarch and take 
position about a mum ii of the cross-roads, and there formed in front 
of a few log houses, upon the left of the One hundred and twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois Infantry. 

About 11 a. m. I changed front forward on first company and moved 
north about a quarter of a mile, and again formed on the left of the 
One hundred and twenty-second Illinois behind a fence. Here we 
were exposed to a murderous fire from two pieces of the enemy’s artillery 
in front and a battery of about six guns upon our right, which enfiladed 
my entire line ; we were also exposed to a heavy musketry fire from the 
enemy’s dismounted cavalry. My men were in a low skirt of timber, but 
returned for a long time, with much energy, the fire from their rifles. 
Notwithstanding the grape, canister, and shell of the enemy were fall- 
ing thick upon them, wounding many, they behaved admirably and 
fought with much coolness; and here allow me to remark that they were 
greatly encouraged by the presence of Colonel Dunham, commanding 
the brigade, who, amid the thickest of the iron hail, rode in front and 
rear of them, urging them to do or die for their country. 







After fighting for an hour or more in this position some officer came 
down to my right and gave an order, which several of my officers say 
to me was Eally to the rear.’^ Had the officer passed down as far as 
my colors he would have found me, and I am satisfied I could have bad 
my command heard my voice 5 have about-faced the regiment, and led 
them anywhere without confusion; but, being raw troops and imper- 
fectly drilled, they mistook the command for an order to retreat and com- 
menced breaking to the rear from near the right of the regiment, which, 
despite my efforts, became propagated along the whole line. I hastened 
toward the right of the retreating men and ordered a halt and the com- 
mand to form, and had done much toward reforming when we were 
opened upon by a heavy fire of dismounted men, who had advanced 
under cover of the thick underbrush to within 50 feet of my men. They 
then in more confusion fell back toward the fence, and received stand- 
ing the fire of the enemy’s artillery, and under it and the fire from the 
rear the confusion became worse. Companies F and D, and several 
from other companies, formed upon the now right of the One hundred 
and twenty-second Illinois, which had faced to the rear, and assisted 
them in driving the rebels back at the point of the bayonet, taking a 
number of prisoners. 

Under this fire, so unexpected from both front and rear (and the 
enemy’s cannon seemed to be entirely concentrated upon our left, to save 
their own force in our rear), about half of my regiment broke to the 
left of our line as formed behind the fence and crossed the road into the 
corn-field upon the opposite side. 

Assisted by Colonel Dunham, Lieutenant-Colonel Redfield, who was 
severely wounded ; Major Griffiths, who had been struck on the head by 
a spent grape-shot, and yourself, I attempted to halt and reform the 
scattered men. The enemy turned their cannon upon us and we were 
fired upon by their cavalry, and I was unable to form a line until we 
reached a skirt of timber al30ut a quarter of a mile from where wo laid 
in line. Here I formed and marched back upon the leff again of the 
One hundred and twenty-second Illinois. 

Let me say that in this confusion we found a number of the One hun- 
dred and twenty-second Illinois and of the Fiftieth Indiajia, but they 
fell in with us and marched back to the battle ground. Shortly after- 
ward, perhaps half an hour, and at about 1.30, re-enforcements arrived 
and the battle ended. 

I have omitted to state that at the cross-roads Company A was de- 
tached from the regiment and guarded our trains. When we fell back 
to the ground on which the battle was fought, they, or rather all but 15 
of llioni, witli Company G, of the One hundred and twenty-second Illi- 
nois, were stationed at the house in the rear of our line of battle. Here 
they three times repulsed a regiment of cavalry who attempted to force 
their way through the lane to reach our main body. The 16 spoken of 
were near the trains, and there succeeded in capturing over 40 of the 
rebels. 

There were many cases of individual bravery among those under my 
command ; but to pnrt’VuVirVc would make my report too lengthy. I 
must, 'however, sav :!i, .‘si'i ■ information received tjirough reliable 
men of my command who were taken prisoners and paroled, I am sat- 
isfied that the rebels had men dressed in our uniform so close in our 
rear that they could see our exact position — ^knew the numbers of our 
regiment and strength. 

Allow me to add that while I cannot take the room to name the many 
of my company officers who did their whole duty, I must bear witness 
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to the coolness and bravery of Lieatenant-OolonelEedfield (who ceased 
his labors only when his wound compelled him), Major Griffiths, Sur- 
geon Woods, and Adjutant Tichenor. They rendered me all the assist- 
ance possible. 

The following figures show the number of my officers and men that 
took part in the engagement : 


Field and staff 5 

Company officers 21 

Enlisted men - 379 

Total 405 

My report of casualties is as follows : 

KiUed - 3 

Wounded - - 33 

Missing -• 11 

Total loss 47 


Company 0, with the exception of 5 men, were left on picket at 
Huntingdon, and did not arrive in time to take part in the engagement. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. J. B. OUMMmGS, 

Colonel^ Gommanmng, 

Lieut. John E. Simpson, 

Acting Assistant A^utant-General^ Second Brigade. 


Fo. 17. 

Report of Lieut. Ool. William K. M. BrecTcenridge, Sixth Tennessee Oav^ 
airy {Union), of sMrmish near Olifton, January 1, 1863. 

, Saltillo, January 2, 1863. 

Sir : I have just received your dispatch of the 1st instant. I sent 
you a dispatch on the night of the 31st December, giving you the inci- 
dents of that day. On the morning of the 1st, a very short time after 
sunrise, our pickets wore driven in by Eorrest^s advance. We first made 
an effort to form on a hill, which is shown in diagram, but the timber 
was so thick that we could not get a line to do any execution. I then 
fell back to the foot of the hill, leaving some men to skirmish with them 
until others were formed. About this time I received information that it 
was Forrest^s whole force. I then changed position, forming company 
in the rear of company to get them all off w ilhoal exposing our rear. It 
would have been all right had it not been that one of the companies 
that was in the rear did not receive the order to fall back until they 
were exposed very much to the enemy^s fire. The first orderly failing 
to reach them, from some cause that I do not know of, I sent another 
order to fall back, which reached the commander of the company while 
the enemy were demanding a surrender of the whole command ; in the’ 
mean time the enemy were making an attempt to surround the company, 
which bei-'- i ; i ■ ‘smI they galloped off, losing about 6 men as i)rison- 
ers. We Ixi::,-: ■ . "d wounded some others of the enemy. We made 
our retreat on the Decaturville road, to the right of the enemy, getting 
in their rear to annoy him all we could. We found that his rear was mov- 
ing at a very rapid rate and followed them within a short distance of the 
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river, and found that they had been advised that their rear was followed. 
I did not deem it prudent to follow farther. T proT)o«ie to reconnoiter 
the country in the vicinity of Clifton again, iuid \vi‘ll r^-main till I hear 
from you. If you send the artillery we can use it to good advantage. 
The above hasty report is respectfully submitted. 

W. K. M, BREOKEI^EIDGE, 
Ideutmant- Colonel, GommcmdJing, 

Brigadier-General Dodg-e. 


. Fo. 18. 

Report of Ool, Michael K. La/wler, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry^ of shir- 
mish near Clifton, January 3, 1863. 

Headquabtebs OommAuNdeb op Post, 

Jackson, Tenn., January 9, 1863. 

Genebal : In obedience to orders received from General Sullivan on 
the 1st instant, I proceeded with my command to the Tennessee Eiver, 
opposite Clifton, in pur'-ii'! of the rebels under General Porrest. The 
first day marched 'Jd m ;!(?-, to Mr. Sparks^, 9 miles this side of Clifton, 
and on the 3d January marched with our brigade to the river. The 
rebels had aU crossed the river the evening previous at Clifton and 
other points below. One regiment was ordered to deploy in front of 
the town and shelter behind the timber and reply to the battery on the 
other side, which they did in handsome style, driving the artillerists 
from their guns. Their batteries played upon us for two hours pretty 
vigorously, and, with intermission, for one and one-half hours more. The 
river bank on the Clifton side being much higher than this side we could 
not use artillery to advantage, and did not use it. There was no force 
of the enemy in sight except those with the guns. 

JMy aclintant-gonoral, Jo'^i-pli B. Thorp, was wounded in the leg by a 
rifle-ball. This was the only casualty at the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Colonel, Oomifnanding, 

Captain Buohanan, Assistant AdjutanP General 


Ko. 19. 

B^ort of General Braxton Bragg, 0. 8- Army, rinnmtfu'nHU Army of Ten- 
nessee, of Forresfs and Morgan^s 

HeADQIJABTBBS AKMY op TkNNBSSEE, 

Winchester, Tenn,, January 8, 1863, 
Sib: I have the honor herewith to forward the reports made by 
Generals Eorrest and Morgan* of their recent operations, showing the 
entire success of their expeditions. In transmitting these reports it 
may not be amiss for me to reca]>itulate the plan on which the whole 
campaign has been conducted since this army crossed the Tennessee 
Eiver. As soon as my forces were sufficiently concentrated to enable 

'♦Morgan’s report will appear in Series I, VoL XX. 
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me to assume a decided stand at tlie main body of 

the army was thrown forward to point as a center. 

The cavalry, with the exception of the brigades of Forrest and Mor- 
gan, was posted well forward toward the enemy’s lines near Nashville, 
by which his sphere of operations on this side the Oamberland was 
much contracted and his attempts at foraging were rendered almost 
fruitless. My intention of catting his communications in rear, which 
would seriously embarrass him during the low stage of the Cumberland, 
was indicated to you in my report from Tullahoma previous to moving 
forward to Muifivv-bovou^Ji. In the execution '* •”! " ob- 
served as little delay as possible. As soon as ^ . the 

brilliant aflair at Hartsville Brig. Gen. ’John H. Morgan crossed the 
Cumberland with his command and moved by forced marches to North- 
ern Kor.tnchy, so to strike the enemy where distance and long repose 
had lulled him into a sense of security. For the brilliant and successful 
execution of his instructions General has again won the admi- 

ration and gratitude of his country .r ■! ■ iKornment. For the details 
of his movements and achievements I r(,'spe(*rfully refer you to his 
official report. 

In accordance with the same general plan, which included a diversion 
in favor of our army in Mississippi, then hea^ily pro>?od by General 
Grant, I ordered Brig. Gen. N. B. Forrest to piocvu d w'wh his brigade 
of cavalry to West Tennessee and operate upon the enemy’s communi- 
cations in that direction. His command was composed chiefly of 
new men, imperfectly armed and equipped, and in his route lay the 
Tennessee Elver which had to be crossed by such means as could be 
hastily improvised. His reports attest the excellent bearing of his 
troops and show the results of his expedition to have been most bril- 
liant and decisive. The enemy, in consequence of this vigorous assault 
in a quarter vital to their self-preservation, have‘^d:)een compelled to 
throw back a large force from Mississippi and virtually to abandon a 
campaign which so seriously threatened our safety. The loss of Foirest, 
though considerable, is small in comparisor. with the results achieved 
and that of the enemy. The details of his operations will be found in 
his inclosed reports. He has received my thanks and deserves the 
applause of his Government. 

Each of these commanders captured many prisoners, which they pa- 
roled. The number taken by General Forrest amounts to 1,500, while 
the killed and wounded number, perhaps, 1,000. General Morgan cap- 
tured near 2,000 and killed and wounded several hundred. Their de- 
struction of the enemy’s stores has been immense, and must materially 
impede his future operations. 

The number of prisoners above given, added to our other captures, 
makes a total of more than 10,000 taken by our forces since coming 
into Middle Tennessee. 

The remainder of my cavalry, under Wheeler, Wharton, Pegram, 
and Buford, has been actively and successfully engaged in their re- 
spective spheres of duty. They will be more fully noticed and com- 
mended in my report of the actions before Murfreesborough, which is 
deferred a few days by movements which delay the receipt of subor- 
dinate reports. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTON EEAGG, 
General^ Commanding, 

General 8. Cooper, 

Adjutmt and iTispector General, BieJmond, Va. 
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aborts of Brig. Gen. Wathan B. Forrest, 0. JS. Army, commanding Fxpe- 
Mtion, of operations Beeemier 11, 1862-JawMary 3, 1863. 

Beigade Headquaetbes, 

Fecvr Union City, Term., December 24, 1862. 

Gbnbeal : In accordance witli your order I moved with, my cdm- 
mand from Columbia on the 11th instant, reached the river an Clifton 
on Sunday, the 13th, and after much difficulty, wo’-’v’ti.c: night and day, • 
finished crossing on the 15th, encamping that ^ miles west of the 
river. 

On the ICth fl8th] we met the pickets of the enemy near Lexington 
and attacked their forces at Lexington, coii<.K(ing of one section of 
artillery and 800 cavalry. We routed them completely, enr^ur’ig the 
two guns and 148 prisoners, inelnd'ng Col. [E. G.] Iii-l- ■-■.II si- .1 Maj. 
[L. H.] Kerr, of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry. We.;'- • ■. .ibout 

70 horses, wliich were badly needed and immediately put in service 
in our batteries. The balance of the Federal cavalry fied in the direc- 
tion of Trenton and Jackson. We pushed on rapidly to Jackson, and 
on the evening of the 18th drove in their pickets on all the roads lead- 
ing out of Jackson. On the same night I sdnt Col. [G. G.] Dibrell on 
the right of Jackson to tear uj) the railroad.track and destroy the tele- 
graph wires. He captured at Webb’s Station 101 Federals, destroying 
their stockade, and tore up the road, switch, &c., at the turn-out. At 
the same time that Dibrell was sent on the right Col. [A. A.l^Eussell, 
fourth Alabama Cavalry], and Maj. [K. K.] Cox, [Second Battalion 
Tennessee Cavalry], with their commands were sent out on the left to 
destroy bridges and culverts on the railroads from Jackson to Corin'^ 
and Bolivar. 

The next morning [December 19] I advanced on Jackson with Colonel 
[T. G.] Woodward’s two companies and Col. [J. B.] Biffle’s battalion of 
about 400 men, with two pieces of artillery from Freeman’s battery. 
About 4 miles from Jackson skirmishing began with the skirmishers, 
and the enemy was reported advancing with two regiments of infantry 
and a battalion of cavalry. We opened on them with the guns, and 
after a running fight of about an hour drove them into their fortifications. 
The enemy had heavily re-enforced at Jackson from Corinth, Bolivar, 
and La Grange, and numbered, frbm the best information I could ob- 
tain, about 9,000 men. I withdrew my forces that evening and moved 
rapidly on Trenton and Humboldt. Colonel Dibrell’s command was 
sent to destroy the bridge over the Forked Deer Eiver between Hum- 
boldt and Jackson. Col. [ J. W.] Starnes was sent to attack Humboldt, 
Colonel Biffle was sent so as to get in the rear of Trenton, while witli 
Major Cox’s command and my body guard, commanded by Capt. [M.] 
Little, and [8. L.] Freeman’s T<niic>sco] Itancrv, I dashed into town 
and attacked the enemy at Trenton. They were fortified at the depot, 
but were without artillery. After a short engagement between their 
sharpshooters and our cavalry our battery opened on them, and on the 
third fire from the battery they surrendered. 

We lost 2 men killed and 7 wounded; the enemy 2 killed and over 
700 prisoners, with a large quantity of stores, arms, ammunition, and 
provisions, which for want of transportation we were compelled to de- 
stroy. We captured several hundred horses, but few of them were of 
any value; those that were of service we took, and the balance I 
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handed over to the citizens, from whom many of them had been pressed 
or stolen. Colonel Eussell, who was ,)!■()! (‘cl our rear at Spring Creek, 
found the enemy advancing and foilovv-r.g us with 3,000 infantry, two 
batteries, and several hundred cavalry. He skirmished with them dur- 
ing the evening and the next morning before daylight dismounted half 
of his command and succeeded in getting, within 00 yards of their en- 
campment. They discovered him and formed in line of battle. He de- 
livered a volley as soon as their line was formed and the balance of the 
regiment charged on horseback. The enemy became panic-stricken and 
retreated hastily across ‘ ^ eek, burning the bridge after them. 
We have heard ir.): Vii'ig i . since in that direction. 

Col. [James V, .j Sra'*:'(‘s took Humboldt, over 100 pris- 

oners. He destroyed the stockade, railroad l-nci. ! burned up a 
trestle bridge near that point. 

Colonel DibrelPs command failed to destroy the bridge over the 
Forked Deer Eiver, as the enemy were strongly fortified and protected 
by two creeks on one side of the railroad and a wide, swampy bottom 
on the other, which rendered the approach of cavalry impossible. He 
dismounted his men, and while ii|.pio4icb.'i!g their fort a train arrived 
from Jackson with a regiment ot infantry. Lieutenant [John W., jr.,] 
Morton with two guns opened on the train, when it reMred. the troop*:! 
on it gaining the stockade. Owing to the situation of i iii- ''nu-lv.uie is J. 
the density of the timber and the wet, miry condition of the bottom, the 
guns could not be brought to bear on it. Night coming on Colonel 
Dibrell withdrew and rejoined my command. 

We remained in Trenton during the night of the 20th, paroling all 
the prisoners and selecting from the stores at the depot such as were 
needed by the command. 

On the morning of the 21st T fired the depot, burning up the remain- 
ing supplies, with about 600 bales of cotton, 200 barrels of pork, and a 
large lot of tobacco in hogsheads, used by the enemy for breastworks. 
.After seeing everyHiing j‘oyo-,! T inoved on in the direction of Union 
Ciiy. at two companies of Federals and 

de>l roN iiig I la* railroad from Trenton to Kenton Station, at which place 
wr rnpt”"‘'-i Col. [Thomas J.] Kinney, of the One hundred and iwenty- 
^ ^ >:■> hundred and nineteenth] Illinois Eegiiin-'il . and 22 men left 
sick in the hosxntal. I took a rovTi'^-" '•f the command and pushed 
ahead to Union City, h''* ■ , ■!« ';r'- without firing a gun. I 

destroyed the railroad bn 'dgc the bayou* near Moscow and am com- 
pleting the destruction of the bridges over the North and South Fork 
of Obion Eiver, with neaidy 4 miles of trestliug in the bottom between 
them. We have made a clean sweep of the Federals and roads north 
of Jackson, and know of no Federals except at. Fort Heiman, Padmtah, 
and Columbus, north of Jackson and west of the Tennessee Eiver. Ee- 
ports that are reliable show that the Federals are rapidly sending up 
troops from Memphis. One hundred and twenty -five transports passed 
down a few days ago within ten hours, and daily they are iiassing up 
loaded with troops. General Grant must either’ be in a very critical 
condition or else affairs in Kentucky require the movement. 

In closing my report, general, allow me to say that great credit is due 
to the officers of my command. They have exhibited great zeal, energy, 
endurance, and gallantry. ^ 

Colonel EusseU and his command deserve especial notice for their gal- 
lantry in the fight at Lexington and Spring Creek. 

Capt. [F. B,] Gurley, [Fourth Alabama Cavalry], with 12 men charged 
a gnn at Lexington supported by over 100 Federal cavalry. He cap- 
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tured the gun, losing his orderly-sergeant by the fire of the gun when 
witbin 15 feet of its muzzle. My men have all behaved well in action, 
and .as soon as rested a little you will hear from me in another quarter. 

Our loss so far is 8 tilled, 12 wounded, and 2 missing. The enemy’s 
killed and wounded over 100 men 5 prisoners (/V,:r 1,200, including 4 
colonels, 4 majors, 10 captains, and 23 lieutenants. We have been so 
busy and kept so constantly moving that we have not had time to make 
out a report of our and ask to be excused until the next 

courier comes over. We send by courier a list of prisoners paroled. 

General, I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

N. B. FOREEST, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding in West Tennessee. 

General Braxton BRAdo, 

Commanding Army of Tennessee. 


BRiaADE Headquarters, 

. Clifton^ Tenn., January 3, 1863. 

General : 1 forwarded you from Middleburg, per Lieutenant Martin, 
a detailed report of my operations up to the 25th ultimo, which I hope 
reached you safely. 

I left Middleburg on the 25th, proceeding via the ITorthwestern Rail- 
road to McKenzie’s Station, destroying all the bridges and trestles on 
that road from Union City to McKenzie’s Station. From McKenzie’s 
Station we were compelled to move southward in the direction of Lex- 
ington, as the ei:(*riiy in force occupied Trenton, Humboldt, TTuntiujirlon. 
and Lexington. After my command left Trenton they commenced re- 
enforcing and moving to the points named with a view of cutting ofif my 
command and prevent us recrossing the Tennessee. Uii*h ’ '.nrl'iig a 
force was moving on me from Trenton in the direction of .1, I -imt 

Col. [J. B.JBifiSle, [Nineteenth Tennessee Cavalry], in that direction to 
protect our movements toward Lexington, intending if possible to avoid 
the enemy and go on and attack the enemy at Bethel Station, on the 
Mobile and Ohio road, south of Jackson. 

We left McKenzie’s Station on the morning of December 28, but in 
crossing the bottom had great difficulty in crossing our artillery and 
wagons ; the bridges proved to be much decayed and gave way, forcing 
us to drag our artillery and wagons through the bottom and the creeks. 
It was with great difficulty we got through by working the entire night, 
and our men and horses were so much fatigued that I was compelled 
to encamp at Flake’s Store, about 16 miles north of Lexington, when 
nihU:r ov.linar\ circumstances and good roads we ought tohavereached 
Lexington that night, which place had been evacuated by the enemy, 
b(‘lievM‘.g that I would either cross the Tennessee at Huntingdon or else 
that 1 would move northward. 

On the morning of the 31st we moved off in the direction of Lexing- 
ton, but had noi gone more than 4 miles before we met the skirmishers 
of the enemy. We engaged and fought six regiments for five hours, 
driving them back until 3 o’clock in the evening, [when] they took sbel- 
tqj? in a grove of timber of about 60 acres inclosed by a fence and sur- 
rwnded by open fields. I had sent four companies to Clarksburg to 
protect and advise me of any advance from Huntingdon, and finding 
that we were able to whip the enemy, dismounted a portion of my cav- 
alry to support ray artillery and attack in front while i could fiauk 
them on each side and get Col. [A. A.] Russell’s regiment, [Fourth Ala- 
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bama Cavalry], in tbeir rear. We drove them through the woods with 
great slaughter and several white flags were raised in various portions 
of the woods and the killed and wounded were strewn over the ground. 
Thirty minutes more would have given us the day, when to my surprise 
and astonishment a fire was opened on us in our rear and the enemy in 
heavy force under General [J. 0.] Sullivan advanced on us. Knowing 
that I had four companies at 7 miles from us on the Hunt- 

ingdon road, I could not believe that they were Federals until I rode 
up myself into their lines. The heavy fire of their infantry unexpected 
and unlooked for by all caused a stami)ede of horses belonging to my 
dismounted men, who were follcuviiig up and driving the enemy before 
them. They also killed and crippled many of the horses attached to 
our caissons and reserved guns. 

I had sent back 2 miles for more ammunition. My men had been 
fighting for five hours, and both artillery and small-arm ammunition 
were vi i'll-nigh exhausted. We eeniT^’erl the battle-field, were in posses- 
sion ol* ilu^ ( uemy’s dead and and their three pieces of artil- 

lery, and had demanded a surrender of the brigade, which would doubt- 
less have been forced or accepted in half an hour, the colonel com- 
manding proposing to leave the field entirely and withdraw his force 
provided we would allow him to bury his dead ; but believing I could 
force, and that in a short time, the demand, the fighting continued, the 
Federals scattering in every direction. The stampede of horses and 
horse-holders announced that help was at hand, and finding my com- 
mand now exposed to fixe from both front and rear I was compelled to 
withdraw, which I did m good order, leaving behind our dead and 
wounded. We were able to bring ofll* six pieces of artillery and two 
caissons, the balance, with the three guns we captured, we were com- 
pelled to leave, as most of the horses were killed or crippled and the 
drivers in the same condition, which rendered it impossible to get them 
out under the heavy fire of the enemy from both front and rear. Our 
loss in artillery is three guns and eight caissons and one piece which 
burst during the action. 

The enemy^s loss was very heavy in killed and wounded, and as we 
had the field and saw them piled up and around the fences had a good 
opportunity of judging their loss. We gave them grape and canister 
from our guns at 300 yards, and as they fell back through the tixuber 
their loss was terrible. The prisoners say that at least one- third of the 
command was killed or wounded. From all I could see and learn from 
my aides and officers they must have lost in killed and wounded from 
800 to 1,000 men. The fire of our artillery for accuracy and rapidity was 
scarcely, if ever, excelled, and their position in the fence corners proved 
to the enemy, instead of a pro^-^^tion. a source of great loss, as our shot 
and shell scattered them \*) i.sr mis, and many were killed by rails 
that were untouched by balls. 

Captain Freeman and Lieut. [J. W.J Morton of our batteries, with all 
of their men, deserve special mention, keeping up, as they did, a con- 
stant fire from their pieces, notwithstanding the enemy made every effort 
at silencing their pieces by shooting down the artillerists at the guns. 

" The whole command fought well. We had about 1,800 men in the en- 
gagement, and fought six regiments of infantry, with three pieces of 
artillery, which we charged and took, but were compelled to leave them, 
as the horses were all killed or crippled. We brought off 83 prisoners, 
and they report their respective regiments as badly cut uji^* They lost 
3 colonels and many company officers. 

We have on our side to deplore the death of Col. [T.] Alonzo Kapier, 
rTftuth Tennessee Cavalrvk who was killed while leadine his men in a 
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charge on foot. He was a gallant officer, and after he fell his command 
continued to drive the enemy from tTioir position the right hank, 
strewing their path with dead and wounded 

I cannot speak in too high terms of all my ocimimTiding officers; and 
themen, considering they were mostly raw recniiK. longlii wrll. Ihave 
not been able as yet to ascertain our exact loss, but am of the opinion 
that 60 killed and wounded and 100 captured or missing will cover it. 

I saved all my wagons except my ammunition wagons, which, by a 
mistake of orders, were driven right into the enemy’s line. This is se- 
riously to be regretted, as we had captured six wagon loads of it ; and 
when I ordered up one wagon of ammunition and two ambulances, the 
wagon-master and ordnance officer not knowing exactly what kind was 
wanted, or misunderstanding the order, brought up all the ammunition, 
and by the time he reached the point with them where the battle be- 
gun that portion of the ground was in no^s^c^^^ion of the enemy, and the 
guards, &c., were forced to abandon them. 

We have always been short of shot-gun caps, and as we captured 
nothing but musket-caps, all the men using shot-guns were out, or nearly 
so, of caps after the action was over. Considering our want of ammu- 
nition for small-arms and artillery and the worn-down condition of our 
men and horses I determined at once to recross the Tennessee River 
and fit up for a return. Had we been entirely successful in the battle 
of the 31st I should have attacked Bethel Station on the 2d instant ; 
had already sent a company to cut wires and bridges, and had forage 
prepared 12 miles south of Lexington for my entire command ; but after 
the fight, and knowing we were followed by Federals in heavy force 
from Trenton and Huntingdon, and that a force would also move on us 
from Jackson as soon as they learned I had pushed south of T rTingtou. 
I deemed it advisable to cross the Tennessee, wbichl u/c.unpli-hr-l ■.< > 
terday and last night in safety. 

Colonel Biffle, who I before mentioned as having been sent to Trenton, 
or in that direction, returned in time to take part in the battle at Par- 
ker’s Cross-Roads. He captured and paroled 150 Pederals within C 
miles of Trenton. 

The captains of the four companies sent to r].u‘k'«bnrg have not yet 
reached here with their commands. Had they doin' i hei i* fluty by advis- 
ing me of the approach of the enemy I could have terminated the fight by 
making it short and decisive, when without such advice I was whipping 
them badly with my artillery, and unless absolutely necessary was not 
pressing them with my cavalry. I had them entirely surrounded and 
was driving them before me, and was taking it leisurely and trying as 
much as possible to save my men. The four companies on the aj)- 
proach of the enemy left for Tennessee River and have not yet reported 
here. 

1 do not design this, general, as a regular report, but will make one 
as soon as I can do so. We crossed the river at tlirec points, ftnd the 
brigade is not yet together, or reports from the different commands have 
not come in. We have worked, rode, and fought hard, and I hope ac- 
complished to a considerable extent, if not entirely, the object of our 
campaign, as we drew from Corinth, Grand Junction, and La Grange 
about 20,000 Pederals. Will send you an additional list of paroles, &c. , 
by next courier. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

K. B. PORRBST, 

Brigadier-Ocncral, Commmding Brigade, 

Lieut. Col. George William Brlni’, 
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Beport of Col George G. Dihrell, Eighth Tennessee {Confederate) Cavalry, 
of operations from December 15, l^^^-January 6, 1863. 

* Mount Pdeasant, Tewn., January 6, 1863. 

In obedience to verbal instructions from General Forrest I herewith 
submit a report of the action of the Eighth Tennessee Cavalry in his 
recent expedition into West Tennessee: 

On December 18 [15], 1862, we crossed the Tennessee Eiver at Clifton 
in a large wood flat-boat. 

On the 19th [18th] we advanced on Lexington, Tenn., moving atearly 
dawn. Lexington was occupied by Col. [I. BJ Hawkins’ regiment of 
United States cavalry, with pickets at Beech Biver, 6 miles out. The 
enemy attempted to destroy the bridge at Beech Eiver, but were driven 
back by the Fourth Alabama, which was in advance and charged into 
Lexington. The Eighth Tennessee was ordered to the front and to 
press them into Jackson, which they did, arriving in the suburbs, a dis- 
tance of 40 miles, soon after dark. About 10 o’clock at night the Eighth 
Tennessee moved around to the north of Jackson for the purpose of 
capturing Carroll Station, destroying the railroad tracla^ and preventing 
re-enforcements coming into Jackson. We had much trouble in secur- 
ing guides, but reached the vicinity just in time to fire a volley into a 
passing train on the Mobile -lucl Ohio Eailroad, and then with a yell 
charged the stockade, which was promptly surrendered with 101 jiris- 
oners, a large amount of ammunition, stores, tents, &c. The Eighth 
was armed in part with 400 flint-lock muskets. We took all of the 
arms of the enemy, stacked such as we could not carry off in the stockade 
witi n number of our flint-locks, and burned the stockade and 
all I '/I . . : and after tearing up the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad track 

for a considerable distance marched back and joined the main com- 
mand near Spring Creek. 

On the 21st [20th] General Forrest ordered the Eighth Tennessee and 
one piece of artillery, under Cnptnin Morton, to destroy the stockade 
and bridge at Forked Deer ilwi v, hiii we were repulsed by a large in- 
fkntry force that moved out on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, losing 
several men killed and wounded. We p.ii in the divide of 

the large amount of supplies captured b;^ lii.- < i‘.i! at Trenton, and 
there finished equipping the regiment with gO"*i .'.-n!-. ■".‘.■hkig, &c. We 
also :il ,1 \'ery long trestle and sever.il the Mobile 

and i-i.^ . on the Obion Eiver, and, llHi^ mi.u I‘.i< U. was in front 

on the morning of December 31, when our scouts reported a large in- 
fantry force in our front near Parker’s Cross-Eoads. We immediately 
turned our wagon train to the right and moved on to meet the enemy’s 
advance. A lively skirmish ensued, when Freeman’s battery opened 
upon them with splended effect, and they retreated back to Parker’s 
Cross-Eoads, where Col. [C. L.] Dunham, U. S. Army, was with a bri- 
gade of infantry. We advanced rapidly to the cross-roads, and were 
ordered by General Forrest to take possession of a hill in a large cotton 
fleld, which we did at a doiiblo-qaiek, and Then began our first regular 
battle as cavalry. We had no protection but the top of the hill, while 
the enemy was sheltered by woods and a fence. They made three 
efforts to charge us, but the galling fixe from our guns and one 
12-pounder howitzer, manned by Sergt. Nat. Baxter, of Freeman’s bat- 
tery, drove them back. They had six pieces of artillery and we but one. 
The battle raged with great fury until we were joined .upon our left by 



Ohap. SXIX.] 


VICKSBUEG. 


599 


Captain Morton with one gun, surported by Cox^s battalion, and on the 
right by Colonel l^Tapier’s battalion and Colonel Starnes with his regi- 
ment, and General Forrest with EusselFs Fourth Alabama, Biffle^s 
Mnth [Mneteenth] Tennessee, and [T. G.] Woodward’s Kentucky bat- 
talion got in their rear, and then they tied in confusion, leaving all 
their dead and wounded and six pieces of artillery in our possession. 
The enemy retreated into the timber and halted to reform. We had 
about 300 prisoners, and while we were parlying about a surrender the 
enemy was re-enforced by General Sullivan with another brigade of 
infantry, which was firing upon our horse-holders before we Avere aware 
of his approach. General Forrest then ordered us to retreat, which we 
did in much confusion, as our horse-holders were demoralized and many 
men were captured in trying to get their horses. We retreated through 
the large cotton field between a fire from the re-enforcements and the 
brigade we had just driven back. 

In this battle the regiment lost 4 killed, 27 wounded, and 122 captured 5 
also lost 130 horses. 


Early in the morning of January 1, 1803, we were met by Col. [Will- 
iam K. M.] Breckenr- rrgiuv-rt United States cavalry, who was 
between us and the After skirmishing a few min- 

utes we ch^rgiji and routed them, killing and capturing 15 or 20 of 
them. We thet marched to the TcmuiC'^soc Eiver, found our wood-boats, 
left in charge of Oapt. [J. M.] Barnes, [Company H], and Lieutenant- 
Colonel [F. IT.'’ Ur.::; Iv-itv. r.f the Eighth [Tennessee], all safe, and we 
crossed the :■ ■■■ju -ni-,- !;i\rr, the forces under General [Jeremiah C.j 
Sullivan, ai)pc;)ring on the opposite bank on the 3d. 

Our total loss dilring the expedition was 8 killed, 35 wounded, and 
130 i 


J. P. STRANdE, 

Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


G. G. DIBEELL, 
Colonel Eighth Tennessee Cavalry. 


DECEMBER 20, 1862-JANlTARY 3, 1863. — Operations against Vicksburg, 

Miss. 

OR" TECK ERIISrOIEAXi EvrsnsTTS. 

Deo. 20, 1862.— Expedition under command of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

TJ. S. Army, embarks at Memphis, Tenn. 

25-26, 1862.— Expedition from Milliken^s Bend to Dallas Station and Delhi, La. 

27, 18(52.— Affair at Snyder^s Mill, Yazoo River, Miss. 

27-28, 1862. — Skirmishes at Chickasaw Bayou, Miss. 

29, 1862. — ^Assault on Chickasaw Bluffs, Miss, 

Jan. 2- 3, 1863. — ^Union forces re-embark and proceed to Milliken's Bend, La. 

Ro. 1. — Maj. Gen. William T. Sberman, XJ. S. Army, commanding Expedition, of 
operations December 12, 1862-January 4, 1863, with instructions from Ma- 
jor-Greneral Grant, etc. 

No. 2.— Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 3.— Capt. W, L. B. Jenney, aide-de-camp, U. S. Army, on Engineer duty. 
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3^0. 4.— Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, IT. S. Army, commanding First and Second 
Divisions. 

1^0. 5.--Capt. Peter P. Wood, Battery A, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

No. 6.— Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, 
First Division, of expedition from Milliken^s Bend to Dallas Station and 
Delhi, La. 

Ijo. 7.-0 ol. Friend S. Rutherford, Ninety-seventh Illinois Infantry, Third Brigade, 
of operations December 27, 1862- January 2, 1863. 

No. 8.— Col. Giles A. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, commanding First Brigade, 
Second Division, of assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

No. 9.— Brig. Gen. David Stuart, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Brigade and 
Second Division, of operations December 26, 1862-Jannary 3, 1863. 

No. lO.—Brig. Gen. George W. Morgan, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, of 
operations December 26-29, 1862. 

No. 11,— Capt. Charles H. Lanphere, Battery G, First Michigan Light Artillery, of 
operations December 26-30, 1862. 

No. 12.— Capt. Jacob T. Foster, First Wisconsin Battery, of operations December 26- 
29,1862. 

No. 13.— Col. Lionel A. Sheldon, Fifty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, of operations December 27-30, 1862. 

No. 14.— Capt. Louis Hoffmann, Fourth Ohio Battery, of operatioBte December 26-31, 
1862. 

No. 15.— Col. Daniel W. Lindsey, Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations December 26-30, 1862. 

No. 16.— Col. JohnF. De Courcy, Sixteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, 
of operations December 26-29, 1862. 

No. 17.— Brig. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Division, of 
operations December 26-29, 1862. 

No. 18.— Brig, Gen. Frank P. Blair, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
skirmishes at Chickasaw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

No. 19.— Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, IT. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade^ of 
assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

No. 20.— Col. James A. Williamson, Fourth Iowa Infantry, of skirmishes at Chicka- 
saw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

No. 21.— Col. Charles H. Abbott, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry, of skirmishes at Chicka- 
saw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

No. 22.— Acting Rear-Admiral David D. l^orter, IT. S. Navy, commanding Mississippi 
' Squadron, of operations of the Ram Fleet. 

No. 23.— Col. Charles R. EUet, IT. S. Army, of operations of the Ram Fleet. 

No. 24.— Capt. Edwin W. Sutherland, commanding the Queen of the West, of opera- 
tions December 23-27, 1862. 

No. 25. — ^Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army, commanding Department of 
Mississippi and East Louisiana, of opei'ations December 21, 1862-January 
2, 1863. 

No. 26.— Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces. 

No. 27.— Maj, Gen. Martin L. Smith, C. S. Army, commanding forces in front of 
Vicksburg, of operations December 25-30, 1862. 

No. 28.— Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson, C. S. Army, commanding forces in front of 
Vicksburg, of operations December 30, 1862-January 2, 1863. 

No. 29. — ^Brig Gen. Seth M. Barton, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of operations 
December 27-30, 1862. 

No. 30.— Brig. Gen. John C. Vaughn, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of operations 
December 26-29, 1862. 

No. 31.— Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. S, Army, commanding Division, of operations 
December 30, 1862-January 2, 1863. 
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No. 32.— Brig. Gen. Stephen B. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding Provisional Division, 
of operations December 25, 1862-Jamiary 2, 1863. 

No. 33.— Col. William T. Withers, First Mississippi Light Artillery, of operations 
December 26, 1862-Jannary 2, 1863. 

No. 34.— Col. Edvrard Higgins, Twenty-second Louisiana Infantry, of affair at Sny- 
der^s Mill. 

No. 35.— Col. Allen Thomas, Twenty-eighth. Louisiana Infantry, of skirmishes at 
Chickasaw Bayou. 

jq-Q. 36. — Col. C. H. Morrison, Thirty-first Louisiana Infantry, of operations December 
26-29, 1862. 


IsTo. 1. 

Ee^orts of Maj. Qen. William T. Sherman^ U. 8. Army, commanMng Expe- 
dition, of operations December 12, lS62--January 4:, 1863, with instruc- 
tions from Major-General Grant,* etc. 

Headquarters Thirteenth Army Corps, 

Department of the Tennessee, 

Oxford, Miss., December 8, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, Commanding Bight Wing: 

You will proceed with as little delay as possible to Memphis, Tenn., 
taking with you one division of your present command. On your arrival 
at Memphis you will assume command of all the troops there, and that 
portion of General Curtis^ forces at present east of the Mississippi River, 
and organize them into brigades and divisions in your own way. As 
soon as possible move with them down the river to the vicinity of Vicks- 
burg, and with the co-operation of the gunboat fleet under comipand 
of Flag-OfiS.cer Porter proceed to the reduction of that place, in such 
manner as circumstances as your own judgment may dictate- The 
amount of rations, forage, land transportation, &c., necessary to take 
will be left entirely with yourself. 

The quartermaster at Saint Louis will be instructed to send you trans- 
portation for 30,000 men. Should you still find yourself deficient, your 
quartermaster will be authorized to make up the deficiency from such 
transports as may come into the port of Memphis. 

On arriving in Memphis put yourself in communication with Admiral 
Foote and arrange with him for his co-operation. Inform me at the 
earliest practicable day of the time when you will embark and such 
plans as may then be matured. I will hold the forces here in readiness 
to co-operate with you in such manner as the movements of the enemy 
may make necessary. 

Leave the District of Memphis in the command of an efficient officer, 
and with a garrison of four regiments of infantry, the siege guns, and 
whatever cavalry may be there. 

XT. S. GRANT, 

Major-General. 


Memphis, December 12, 1862. 
(Received Oxford, December 14.) 

I arrived at 12 m. to-day, and find Generals A. J. Smith and 
Morgan here, each in command of a division, but their old divisions 

* See also Grant to Steele, December 8 j to McClornaiid, December 18, and to com- 
luaiidiiig olIiccT oxi)cdition, &c., December 23; and McClemand to Grant, December 
28, in “Corrcspondcmcc, etc.,” I»art II. 
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on arrival at MempMs were mere skeletons, and the new regiments 
were added thereto. A. J. Smith has twelve regiments, about 8,000 
men; Morgan has ten about 6,000 men. Morgan L. Smith 

will be in to-morrow morning with his division, ten regiments, about 
7,000 men ; making 21,000 men from Memphis. I understand General 
Gorman is now in command at Helena; Steele is with him, but Hovey 
has gone home. All the troops that were over to the Tallahatchie have 
returned to Helena. I have just sent an aide to Helena to ascertain 
if Colonel Grierson got ’‘vith your letter and to know if Gen- 

eral Halleck^s dispatch lui l li-is.J received and if I could depend on 
the 12,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry. Lieutenant-Colonel Grierson 
failed to reach Helena; recapitulated your orders as to the disposition. 
I will send Captain Fitch uj) to Columbus to telegraph to .’^ou and to 
keep me advised of the condition of things above and I>eh)\v for a few 
days. I want him to see to the steamboats, ammunition, &c., and dis- 
patch all business. I will be ready to embark on the 18th, if the boat 
comes, and I wiU instruct Ohptain Fitch to telegraph you as fast as boats 
pass Columbus. 

I am, &c., 

W. T. SHEBMAN, 

Major- General^ Oommandmg. 

MsQor-General Grant. 


BtDQEs. Eig-ht Wing-, Thirteenth Army Corps, 

MemjphiSj Tenn,, December 16, 1862. 

Sir : For the information of the general-in-chief I herewith submit an 
abstract of the troops with which I am ordered to embark on the 18th 
instant for Yicksburg and the Yazoo Eiver. This I do without sending 
it around by way of General Grant^s lieadcpia rl crs, Oxford, Miss., having 
written to him to the same effect in inoi*c dchiil : 


Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman and staff 7 

First Division, General A, J. Smith commanding : 

Field and staff 27 

Three brigades (twelve infantry regiments} 7, 327 

Second Division, General Morgan L. Smith commanding : 

Field and staff 12 

Two brigades (ten regiments infantry) 5, 570 

Third Division, General George W. Morgan commanding : 

Field and staff* 6 

Three brigades (ten regiments infantry) 6, 680 

Artillery (eight batteries, 40 gnus ; siege guns, 30-pounder rifles, 4 guns) 865 

Engineers and signal officers 29 


Total to embark at Memphis 20, 523 

Fourth Division, Brigadier-General Steele commanding : 

No drtailod report, but a; 2 grrgate 9,343 

Cavjilry (rbive fonipjiniu*') 209 


Grand aggregate . J 30, 075 


My Memphis forces are ready for embarkation as soon as the boats 
arrive from above. Having no telegraphic communication in any di- 
rection I am not able to report when the boats will be here, but all are 
expected from above by the 18th instant. General Steele also reports 
his force ready to embark. 
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I shall take tliirty days^ provisions and a full supply of ammunition 
for all arms. 

Admiral Porter is hourly expected from above. He writes me that 
all his fleet is belowj so that nothing now is b^it the transports, 

of which you will hear before this reaches 

A gentleman who has hitherto communicated valuable information is 
just in from the Yazoo, where he had business with a planter whose 
name he gives me 5 the latter was just in from Jackson, Miss,, whither 
he had gone to solicit pr to load a boat with cotton in the Yazoo 
above the mouth of ,.nd run it to Yazoo City. At Jackson 

he saw Governor Pettus, Generals Pemberton and Yan Horn, who after 
the abandonment of the Tallahatchie spoke of this general plan of ac- 
tion as to encourage Grant to advance ihr -li river . \pedition, 
of which there was much talk, to pass d le Then 

Bragg’s army was to amuse Eosecransiii-ar irl,un; d 

whilst the bulk was to be removed by rail around to the AbMi’ie a-n! Oiiio 
road, to their old ground at Tupelo and Baldwyn ; at the same time 
Holmes was to remove the bulk of his army to Hes Arc, Ark. As soon as 
Grant and the river expedition passed below these were to close in to the 
Mississippi above Memphis, near Pillow. 

Of course my orders are specific from General Grant, and I shall heed 
nothing else, but merely mention this rumor that the rw,"' \ 
may attach as much or as little importance to it as he ril -u - I r. 

1 think I observe- arnong the people of this neighborhood an improved 
public sentiment luv.iii-d ••jir cause. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHBEMAN, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Loeenzo Thomas, 

Adjutamt-Generaly WasMngtony JD. G. 


Hdqes. Eioht Wino, Thieteenth Aemy Coeps, 

MempMSy December 19, 1862, 

SiB: I estimate we have enough boats to carry our command. We 
are now embarking and will be all aboard to-morrow. I will go ahead 
to Helena to-morrow and conclude the arrangements for the garrison 
at Friar’s Point and cavalry force opf-rn'i ig to the Tallahatchie. 
Enough boats have gone forward to .-.in x S;, , command, so that I 
calculate to leave Helena December ri'-i. (:aiii« T.nnding and be 
at Yicksburg 24th. No final return from Helena, i*!!* 1 M'i/iI. J total 
32,000 men. Admiral Porter is here and goes to Helena to-morrow. 
He expects all to meet at Milliken’s Bend, 25 miles above Yicksburg, 
on the 24th. Shall at once break railroad west of Yicksburg and then 
enter the Yazoo. You may calculate on our being at Yi(*ksburg by 
Christmas. Eiver has risen some feet, and all is now good navigation. 
Gunboats are at mouth of Yazoo now, and there will be no difficulty in 
(‘ITccling ii landing up Yazoo within 12 miles of Yicksburg. 

Gorman proposes to move all his forces from Helena to Na- 
poleon, at mouth of Arkansas. I will see him to-morrow. He saysTxe 
could then, if calle^ bring all his men to Yicksburg or act up the Ar- 
kansas. Colonel Howe and four companies of regular cavalry have 
arrived, armed with pistols and sabers. I leave him with the garrison 
hitherto detailed for Memphis. I take Thielemann’s cavalry, 70 men ; 
at Helena will make up the necessary cavalry force. 
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At Vicksburg -we will act so as to accomplish the original purpose, 
,nd will calculate to send you rations up the Yazoo. Yazoo City is the 
lest point and can be reached after the reduction of the battery at 
laines’ Bluff. 

Yours, truly, 

W. T. SHEEMAIT, 
Major-Qmeral^ Commanding. 

Ool. John A. ’Ramx.vs^ Assistant Adjxitant-Qeneral. 


Hdqes. Eight Wing, Thteteenth Abut Ooeps, 

Helena, Arh., December 21, 1862. 

Sib: I arrived here last evening, and immediately saw Generals Gor- 
aan, Steele, and Blair. Their share of transports had previously been 
ent and were here loaded so as to receive their troops. 

Already, 9 a. m., two of my Memphis divisions (Morgan L. Smith and 
General Morgan) have passed down to the first rendezvous. Friar’s Point, 
nd I expect A. J. Smith every hour. Steele’s division will be afloat 
o-day and drop down to Friar’s' Point, so that by to-morrow morning 
ly whole command will be embarked and under way. I will reach 
laines’ Landing to-morrow, the 22d, and Milliken’s Bend 23d, and be 
t mouth of Yazoo Christmas. 

I sent a full and complete return of the first three divisions from Mem- 
(his, and now send you an abstract of the Fourth (Steele’s), of which I 
annot get a detailed report till we get away from Helena. 


^Fourth DivisioTij General Steele commanding (on the Continental), 
d Brigade, General Wyman ; 

4th Iowa, steamer Roe .* 

9th Iowa, steamer Roe 

25th Iowa, steamer Nebraska 

31st Iowa, steamer Key West 

let Iowa Battery 

d Brii:.*.’' n- : liral Thayer: 

ir steamer John Warner 


3,300 


st BTign^lo. Gon^rnl Hnvry: 

3<; '‘It .i: •< T Dacotah.. - 

12th Missouri, steamer T. E. Tutt . 


76th Ohio Infantry, steamer Meteor. 


bh Brigade, General Blair: 

*2!)t!i steamer S. M. Kennett.. 

30th Missouri, steamer Gladiator 

31st Missouri, steamer D.G. Taylor 

32d Missouri, steamer Southern State . 


Grand aggregate, ready for duty 12, 510 


825"! 

1 

825 

1 

800 

f 3,250 

800, 

1 

560 


600 


480 1 
70 

^ 2,960 

800 


450 J 


:;;;1 

:::;J 

1 

} 3,000 


12,510 


General Morgan L. Smith reported to me this a. m. in passing that 
ome men, 26 in number, had come into Memphis after I left, reporting 
aat Holly Springs had been captured by the enemy and that they were 
le sole survivors. I hardly know what faith to put in such a report, 
ut suppose whatever may be the case you will attend to it. I find 
hMieral Gorman has done nothing herein the matter of the detachment 
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to the other shore, and I will request him to order a regiment of infantry 
to Friar^s Point, with 2,000 cavalry to operate to the Tallahatchie and 
communicate with you. I expected this would be done before I arrived. 
Admiral Porter is here and most of his gunboats are below. 

I am, &c., 

W. T. SHBEMAJS^, 

Major-General. 

Ool. John A, Bawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqbs. Eigi-ht Wing-, Army of the Tennessee, 

Camjp^ MiMkenh Bend^ La.y January 3, 1863. 

Sir : I have heretofore reported my progress and the organization of 
the forces placed under my command up to the date of their embarka- 
tion at Memphis, on December 20, 1862. This was two days later than 
fixed by your instructions, but was as soon as transports could possibly 
reach us from Cairo and Saint Louis. 

On the 20th I proceeded to Helena and there met General Gorman, 
commanding officer, and arranged with him for the establishment at 
Friar’s Point of a regiment of infantry and a section of artillery, and 
a cavalry force of 2,000 men, under General Washburn, to operate from 
Friar’s Point over to the Tallahatchie, and if possible to communicate 
with General Grant. I also met General Frederick Steele, who was 
assigned to command the forces detailed to join me at that place. All 
of these were embarked on the 21st, and by my orders were rendez- 
voused at Friar’s Point. My whole force there being assembled we 
proceeded in order, led by Admiral Porter in his fl.ig boat Black Hawk, 
to Gaines’ Landing, and next day to Milliken’s 

From that point I di>|)iUcliod Burbridge’s brigade, of the First Di- 
vision (A. J. Smith’s), to destroy a large section of the Vicksburg and 
Shreveport. Eailroad, near the Tensas Eiver. This duty was admirably 
performed, the roadway destroyed for many miles, and several long 
pieces of bridge and trestle work burned. General Burbridge found a 
great deal of cotton, corn, and cloth, the property of the Confederate 
Government, which he burned* Cotton, ihe j[)ropei i5 of private indi- 
viduals, was left undisturbed.' For a more particular account of the 
expedition I refer you to General Burbridge’s report herewith inclosed. 

On December 25, without waiting for the return of Burbridge, I left 
General A. J. Smith, with the remainder of his division, to follow as 
soon as that detachment came in. With the other three divisions I 
proceeded opposite the mouth of the Yazoo, landing on the west bank 
of the Mississippi, whence I dispatched General Morgan L. Smith, with 
one of his brigades, to destroy another section of the same road at a 
point nearer Vicksburg. This work of destruction was also accom- 
plished fully, so that the Vicksburg and Shreveport Eailroad, by which 
vast amounts of supplies reach Vicksburg, is, and must remain for 
months, useless to our enemy. 

On December 25, according to my promise made to General Grant, 
I had my force at the mouth of the Yazoo. The whole naval squadron 
of the Mississippi, iron-clads and wooden boats, were also there, Ad- 
miral D. D. Porter in command. Conferring with him, and with all 
positive information gained from every available source, we determined 
that the best point of debarkation was at a point on the Yazoo, 12 miles 
up, on an island formed by the Yazoo and Mississippi Eivers and a sys- 
tem of bayous or old channels. 
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On the 26th all the fleet proceeded in order up the Yazoo, gunboats 
leading and distributed along the column of transports to cover them 
..cpshooters from this jungle and canebrake that cover the 
!iT : a . -s 'the Yazoo. In the fleet of Morgan’s division led, 

followed by Steele, he by Morgan L, Si:i!;!i, and A. J. Smith brought 
up the rear. This latter division was delayed part of one day by the 
distance traveled by Burbridge’s brigade from Milliken’s Bend, and it 
did not come up until about noon of the 27th. 

As soon as we reached the point of debarkation De Courcy’s, Stuart’s, 
and Blair’s brigades were sent forward in the directio:* ■ '' v; 
about 3 miles, and on the 27th the whole army was i .i'..' 

moved out in four columns : Steele’s above the mouth of Chickasaw 
Bayou ; Morgan’s, with Blair’s brigade of Steele’s division, below the 
same bayou,* B. Smith’s on the main road from Johnson’s 

to ' ■ . with orders to bear to his left, so as to strike 

! ^ : about a mile south of where Morgan was ordered to cross it, 

and A. J. Smith’s division keeping on the main road. 

All the heads of columns met the enemy’s pickets and drove them 
toward Vicksburg. During the night of the 27th the ground was re- 
connoitered as well as possible, and it was found to be as diflicult as it 
could possibly be from nature and art. Immediately in our front was 
a bayou passable only at two points — on a narrow levee and on a sand 
bar which was perfectly commanded by the enemy’s sharpshooters that 
line the levee or parapet on its opposite bank. Behind t his was an irreg- 
ular strip of bench or table land, on which was constructed a series of 
rifle-pits and batteries, and behind that a high, abrupt range of hills, 
whose scarred sides were marked £!^ll the way up with rifle-trenches, and 
the crowns of the principal hills presented heavy batteries. 

The county h'adii g from Vicksburg to Yazoo City was along the 
foot of these hills, and answered an admirable purpose to the enemy as a 
covered way along which he moved his artillery and infantry promptly to 
meet us at any iioini a i which we attempted to cross this difi&cult bayou. 
[Nevertheless, rli.u Imxom with its levee parapet, backed by the lines of 
rifle-pits, batteries, and frowning hill, had to be passed before we could 
reach terra firma and meet our enemy on anything like fair terms. 

Steele in his progress followed substantially an old levee back from 
the Yazoo to the foot of the hills north of Thompson’s Lake, but found 
that in order to reach the hard land he would have to cross a long cor- 
duroy causeway with a battery enfilading it, others < fii ^■!g m . \\ i:li 
a similar line of rifle-pits and trenches before doscribeH. i \k -'x ii nn-iiv d 
with the enemy on the morning of the 28th, while the other columns 
were similarly engaged j but on a close and critical examination of the 
swamp and causeway in his front, with the batteries and rifle-j)its well 
manned, he came to the conclusion that it was imposvsible for him to 
reach the county road without a fearful sacrifice. As soon as he re- 
ported this to me officially, and that he could not cross over from his 
position to the one occupied by our center, I ordered , him to retrace 
his steps and cross back in steamboats to the southwest side of Chicka- 
saw Bayou, and to support General Morgan’s division, which he accom- 
plished during the night of the 28th, arriving in time to support him 
and take part in the assault of the 29th. 

General Morgan’s division was evidently on the best of all existing 
roads from the Yazoo River to the firm land. He had attached to his 
train the pontoons with which to make a bridge in addition to the ford 
or crossing which T knew was in his front — the same by which the ene- 
my’s pickets had retreated. The pontoon bridge was i)laee(l iluring the 

■n'irr'h+ Q/ti*ACi6i q "ho'CTAn ann'nAoa^ fA Ko’+'Ka ‘Ko'irAn iMif ■nrhi/.'lx fii-r^nArl 
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out to be an inferior one, and it was therefore useless ; but the natural 
crossing remained, and 1 ordered him to cross over with his division 
and carry the line of works to the summit of the hill by a determined 
assault. 

During the early part of the day of the 28th a heavy fog enveloped 
the whole country, but General Morgan advanced De Oourcy^s brigade 
and engaged the enemy; heavy firing of artillery and infantry were 
sustained, and his column moved on until he encountered the real 
bayou ; this again checked his progress, and was not passed until the 
next day. 

At the point where Morgan L. Smithes division reached the bayou 
was a narrow with abatis thrown down by the enemy on our 

side, with the same deep, boggy bayou, with its levee parapet and sys- 
tem of cross-batteries and rifle-pits on the other side. To pass it in his 
front by the fiank would have been utter destruction, for the head of 
the column would have been swept away as fast as it presented itself 
above the steep bank. General Smith, while reconnoitering it early on 
the morning of the 28th, wa<. during the heavy fog, shot in the hip by 
a chance rifie-bullet, which iii.u, and lost to me one of my best 

and most daring leaders, and to the United States the service of a prac- 
tical soldier and enthusiastic patriot. I cannot exaggerate the loss to mo 
l)ersonally and oflOicially of General Morgan L. Smith at that critical 
moment. His wound in the hip disabled him and he was sent to the 
boat. General D. Stuart succeeded to his place and to the execution 
of his orders. General Stuart studied the nature r.f the crrmurl ’ti hi^: 
front and saw all its difficulties, but made the best -i-j o> I 'un 

to pass over his division (the Second) whenever he ia-.i! J ^ m-u; . a! Mm- 
gan engaged on his left. 

To his right General A. J. Smith had placed Eurbridge’s brigade of 
his division next to Stuart, with orders to make rafts and cross over a 
portion of his men; to dispose his artillery so as to fire at the enemy 
across the bayou and produce the effect of a diversion. His other bri- 
gade (Landram’s) occupied ;i k*. ; i.o^s; ’.ui on the main road, with pickets 
and supports pushed well Uu v ji'ii :!>,«■ the tangled abatis within three- 
fourths of a mile of the enemy’s forts and in plain view of the city of 
Vick.'^bni g. 

Onr bojjis still lay at our place of debarkation, covered by the gun- 
boats and by four regiments of infantry — one of each division. Such 
was the disposition of our r(j‘ce.N dur\..- the night of the 27th [28th]. 

The enemy’s right was a series \ or forts 7 miles above us 
on the Yazoo, at the first bluff, near Snyder’s house, called Drumgould’s 
Bluff; his left, the fortified city of Yicksburg, and his line connecting 
these was near 14 miles in extent, and was anatural fortification strength- 
ened by a year’s labor of thousands of negroes, directed by educated 
and skilled officers. . 

My plan was by a prompt and concentrated movement to break the 
center near Chickasaw Creek, at the head of a bayou of the same name, 
and once in position to turn to the right (Vicksburg) or left (Drum- 
gould’s Bluff). According to information then obtained I supposed 
their organized forces to amount to about 15,000, which could be re-en- 
forced at ilu* rate of about 4,000 a day, provided General Grant did not 
occupy all the attention of Pemberton’s forces at Grenada, or Eosecrans 
those of Bragg in Tennessee. 

ISTot one word could I hear from General Grant, who was supposed to 
be pushing south, or of General Banks, supposed to be ascending the 
Mississipi)i. Time being everything to us, I determined to assault the 
hills in front of Morgan on the morning of the 29th — ^Morgan’s division 
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to cairy t’ - i to the summit of the hill ; Steele’s division to sup- 

port him !.!’■! ■■■'.'I :iie county road. I had placed General A. J. Smith 
in command of his own division (First) and that of M. L. Smith (Second), 
with orders to cross on the sand-spit, undermine the steep bank of the 
bayou on the farther side, and carry at all events the levee parapet and 
firk line of rifle-pits, to prevent a concentration on Morgan. 

It was near 12 m. when Morgan was ready, by which time Blair’s and 
Thayer’s brigades, of Steele’s division, were up to him and took part 
in the assault ; and Hovey’s brigade was close at hand. All the troops 
were massed as close as possible, and all our supports were well in 
hand. 

The assault was made and a lodgment effected on the hard table-land 
near the county road, and the head of the a^iaulliug columns reached 
different points of the enemy’s works, but rlu-rt: nu'i so withering a fire 
from the tide i»ii> a’ld cross-fire of grape and canistorfrom the batteries 
that the i’.iIicm <1, and flnaUy fell back to the point of starting, 

leaving many dead, wounded, and prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 
For a more perfect understanding of this short and desperate struggle 
I refer to tihe reports of Generals Morgan, Blair, Steele, and others, 
inclosed. , 

General Morgan’s first report to me was that the troops were not dis- 
couraged at all, though the losses in Blair’s and De Oourcy’s brigades 
were heavy, and he would renew the assault in half an hour ; but the 
assault was not again attempted. 

I urged General A. J. Smith to push his attack, though it had to be 
made across a narrow sand bar and up a narrow path, in the nature of 
a breach, as a diversion in favor of Morgan, or real attack, according to 
its success. 

During Morgan’s progress he passed over the Sixth Missouri under 
circumstances that called for all the individual courage for which that 
admirable regiment is justly famous. Its crossing was covered by the 
Thirteenth U. S. Eegulars, deployed as skirmishers up to the near bank 
of the bayou, covered as well as possible by fallen trees, and firing at 
any of the enemy’s sharpshooters that showed a mark above the levee. 

Before this crossing all the ground opposite was completely swept by 
our artillery, under the immediate supervision of Major Taylor, chief of 
artillery. The Sixth Missouri crossed, over rapidly by companies, and 
lay under the bank of the bayou, with the enemy’s sharpshooters over 
their heads within a few feet — so near that these sharpshooters held 
out their muskets and fired down vertically upon our men. The orders 
were to undermine this bank and make a road up it, but it was impos- 
sible ; and after the repulse of Morgan’s assault 1 ordered General A. J. 
Smith to retire this regiment under cover of darkness, which was suc- 
cessfully done. Their loss was heavy, but I leave to the brigade and 
division commanders to give names and exact figures. 

While this was goin.o: on Bnrbridge was sku-mishing across the bayou 
at his front, and l.iiiidiiim'pushed his advance. tliTough the close abatis 
or entanglement of fallen timber, close up to \ ick-bm g. 

When the night of the 29th closed in we stood upon our original 
ground and had suffered a repulse. The effort was necessary to a suc- 
cessful accomplishment of my orders, and the combinations were the 
best possible under the circumstances. I assume all the responsibility 
and attach fault to no one, and am generally satisfied with the high 
spirit manifested by all. 

During this night it rained very hard, and our men were exposed to 
it in the miry, swampy ground, sheltered only by their blankets and 
rubber shawls : but durine the following day it cleared off warm. 
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During tbe night of the 29th I visited Admiral Porter on his flag- 
boat and advised him of the exact condition of affairs, and on the fol- 
lowing day, after a personal examination of the various positions, I was 
forced to the conclusion that we could not break the enemy’s center 
without being too crippled to act with any vigor afterward. 

New combinations therefore became necessary. I proposed to Ad- 
miral Porter if he would cover a landing at some high point close up 
to the Drumgould batteries I would hold the present gTound and send 
10,000 choice troops and assault the batteries there — thaA is, attack 
the enemy’s right — which, if successful, would give us the substantial 
possession of the Yazoo Eiver and place us in connection with General 
Grant. 

Admiral Porter promptly and heartily agreed ; and on a full confer- 
ence, after close questioning some negroes as to the nature of the ground 
about the mouth of the Skillet Goliah, we came to the conclusion that 
no road or firm ground could be found south of that bayou. It was 
therefore agreed that the 10,000 should be embarked immediately after 
dark during the night of December 31, and under cover of all the gun- 
boats proceed before day slowly and silently up to the batteries above 
and engage them, the gunboats to silence the batteries, the troops then 
to disembark, storm the batteries, and hold them. While this was going 
on I was to attack the enemy here and hold him in check, preventing 
re-enforcements going up to the bluff, and in case of success to move 
all my forces to that point. Steele’s division and the First Brigade of 
my Second Division were designated and embarked j the gunboats were 
all in position and up to midnight everything appeared favorable. 

I left the admiral about 12 o’clock at night and the assault was to take 
place about 4 a. m. I went to my cnmp and had all the officers at their 
pC'-l iTJidy io act on the first <oniHl ol cannonading in the direction of 
! Bluffj but about daylight I received a note from General 

Sirilr NMiing that the admiral had found the fog so dense on the river 
that the boats could not move, and that the expedition must be deferred 
to another night; but before the night of January 1, 1863, 1 received a 
note from Admiral Porter that ‘‘inasmuch as the moon does not set to- 
night until 6.25 the landing must be^a daylight affair, which, in my (his) 
opinion, is too hazardous to try.” 

Of course I was sadly disappointed, as it was the only remaining 
chance of our securing a lodgment on the ridge between the Yazoo and 
Black Bivers from which to operate against Vicksburg and the railroad 
east, as also to secure the navigation of the Yazoo River; but I am 
forced to admit the admiral’s judgment was well founded, and that even 
in case of success the assault on the batteries of Drumgould’s Bluff 
would have been attended with a fearful sacrifice of life. 

One-third of my command had already embarked for the expedition; 
the rest were bivouacked in low, swampy, timbered ground, which a 
single night’s rain would have made a quagmire, if not a lake. Marks 
of overflow stained the trees 10 and 12 feet above their roots, and as 
further attempts against the center were deemed by all the brigade 
and division commanders as impracticable, I saw no good reason for re- 
maining in so unenviable a place any longer. All the necessary orders 
were made and all the men and materials were re-embarked on the origi- 
nal transports by sunrise of January 2. 

During all this time the enemy displayed in our front, whenever we 
presented ourselves, large masses oi infant^ and cavalry; artillery 
crowned the summits of the hills, appeared in the batteries on their 
faces, and field-guns presented themselves everywhere along the county 
39 R R— VOL xvn 
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road. We could hear their cars coming and departing all the time, and 
large re- enforcements were doubtless arriving, and as the rumor of Gen- 
eral Grant having fallen behind the Tallahatchie became confirmed by 
my receiving no intelligence from him, I was forced to the conclusion 
that it was not only prudent but proper that I should move my com- 
mand to some other point. Two suggested themselves — the Louisiana 
shore opposite the mouth of the Yazoo, and Milliken’s Bend. The latter 
had many advantages, large extent of cleared land, some houses for 
r. better roads back, a better chance for corn and forage, with all 
for operating against the enemy inland on the 
river below Vicksburg or at any point above where he might attempt 
to interrupt the navigation of the Mississippi. My mind had settled 
down on this point when, all my troops being on board their transports 
ready to move, on the morning of January 2 I learned from Admiral 
Porter that General McOlernand had arrived at the mouth of the Yazoo. 
Fearing that any premature move on my part might compromi^sc his 
plans for the future I determined to remain where we niiiil 1 con- 
sulted him, which I did in person, and with his approval I then pro- 
ceeded to carry out my previous determination to land ray command at 
Milliken’s Bend and dispatch back to the North the fleet of transports 
which had carried them. This has been so far accomplished that my 
entire command is now at Milliken’s Bend. 

The naval squadron, Admiral Porter, now holds command of the Mis- 
sissippi to Vicksburg and the Yazoo up to Drumgould^s Bluff, both of 
which points must in time be reduced to our possession ; but it is for 
other minds than mine to devise the way. 

The officers and men composing my command are in good spirits, 
disappointed, of course, at our want of success, but by no means dis- 
couraged. 

We re-embarked our whole command in the sight of the enemy^s bat- 
teries and army unopposed, remaining in full view the whole day, and 
then deliberately moved to Milliken^s Bend. 

I attribute our failure to the strength of the enemy^s position, both 
natural and artificial, and not to his superior fighting ; but as we must 
all in the future have ample opportjinities to test this quality it is fool- 
ish to discuss it. 

I will transmit with this dr(<iib-d rT.-n-i'* '-f division and brigade com- 
manders, with a statement •>!:■ m d, and prisoners, andnames 

as far as can be obtained.* 

The only real fighting was during the assault by Morgan’s and Steele’s 
divisions and at tlic lirne of -^be Sixth Missouri, during the 

afternoon of December 29, by :i.i- Division. 

Picket skirmishing and rifle practice across Chickasaw Bayou was 
constant for four days. This cost us the lives of several valuable 
officers and men and many wounded. All our wounded were promptly 
removed to the steamers selected as hospital boats, where they have 
received the best possible care. 

I also inclose a map made by Lieutenants Pitzman and Frick, giving 
all our positions during the period embraced in this report. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


W. T. SHEEMAN, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant General to General Grants 

Oxford^ Miss.^ at last reliable aecovnts. 


See revised statement, p. 626. 
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3SroTB— A, B, 0,* D, B, B, aud 0- ar© points referred to in my mstmotions to diTision 
commanders nnder date of December 23, 1862. Map Is erroneous at the point D. 
There is no terra finna between the county toad and the Yazoo until above the Skillet 
Quliah. AU'tliis ground is swampy and out up by impassable bayous,--SiiEEMAN. 

*“ 0” Not found in original. — C oupzxjbe. 
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Hdqbs, Second Abmt Oobps, on boabd Fobest Queen, 

MilliTcenh Bendy La,y January 4, 1863. 

Sir : Since I had the honor to make my official report of the opera- 
tions of the forces against Yicksbnrg, under date of the 3d instant, a 
change of programme has been determined on, of which I think I should 
give you notice, lest the change should not reach you through other 
channels. 

On the 2d and 3d instant it rained in torrents, and the alluvion at 
Milliken^s Bend, as everywhere in this region, became like quagmire. 
It occurred to me, if we disembarked our command, we would be liter- 
ally mud-bound and could be of little or no service. 

The river above is surely interrupted somewhere, for boats (gunboats) 
due for several days are not yet come, and we know that the boat Blue 
Wing, towing two coal-barges for the navy, was captured by the enemy 
near the mouth of the Arkansas and carried up that river. The Blue 
Wing is known to have had on board a mail, which thus has fallen into 
hostile hands. 


As long as we are unable with present forces to remove the obstruc- 
tions at Vicksburg this force on shore could do little good at this time, 
whereas it might in a few days ascend the Arkansas, whose waters now 
admit of navigation, and reduce the Post of Arkansas, a fortified camp 
of the enemy, 50 miles up, from which he at all times threatens the 
river. I suggested the idea to General j\lcCleruand (who thought it 
within the scope of his power), and we proceeded in company to the 
mouth of the Yazoo and had a conference with Admiral Porter, who 
agreed to co-operate. We are now en route for Montgomery Point, the 
mouth of White Eiver, where there is a cut-off to the Arkansas. Our 
whole land force will be used, and some four iron-clads and several 
wooden gunboats. 

With this force we should make short work 5 at all events, if we can- 
not take by storm these field works, made to oppose the navigation of 
the rivers in the South, the sooner we know it the better. I hope in 
this case better success will attend our efforts than at Vicksburg. 

General McOlernand has this day assumed the general command of 
the forces, under the title of the Army of the Missis«:ippi. dividing 
the army into two army corps — the first of which to be ooinjnnndi-d 
General George W. Morgan and the other by myself. Of course I 
shall give him as cordial a support as possible, and shall not covet any 
honor or fame he may gather in this magnificent field of operations. 

I have not heard a word from you since I left Oxford, and cannot un- 
dertake to describe with what painful suspense I listened for the sound 
of your guns in the distance while we lay in the swamp of the Yazoo. 
Observing the heavy re-enforcements pouring into Vicksburg, and not 
hearing from you, I was forced at last to conclude that necessity had 
compelled you to fall back to Holly Springs. 

General McOlernand being now charged with fashioning and plan- 
ning events, I can subside quietly into the more agreeable office of a 
corps commander, and shall endeavor to make it a good one. I miss 
Morgan L. Smith very much, and need Grierson for cavalry. 

Yours, truly. 


W. T. SHEEMAN, 

M(0or- General 


Ooh John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General to General Grant, 
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Hdqes. Second Ooeps, Aemy oe the Mississippi, 

On hoard Forest Queen^ January 5, 1863. 

Sib : Oommimication with. General Grant seems cut off; at all events 
so difficult that much time will be consumed in my transmittiri'r through 
him an official account of our movements on the rivi v i hur I hiwr con- 
cluded to send you direct — 

First. A copy of my official report. 

Second. A map of the ground and water before Vicksburg. 

Third. My official instructions to commanders of divisions. 

Fourth. Copy of my orders for the assault and battle. 

I reached Vicksburg at the time appointed, landed, assaulted, and 
failed. Ee-embarked ray command unopposed and turned it over to 
my successor, General McOlernand. At first I proposed to remain near 
Vicksburg, to await the approach of General Grant or General Banks 
to co-operate, but as General McClemand had brought intolligonco. the 
first that had reached me, that General Grant had fallen back of the 
Tallahatchie, and as we could hear not a word of General Banks below, 
instead of remaining idle I proposed we should move our entire force 
in concert with the gunboats to the Arkansas, which is now in boating 
condition, and reduce the Post of Arkansas, where 7,000 of the enemy 
are intrenched and threaten this river. One boat, the Blue Wing, 
towing coal-barges for the navy and carrying dispatches, has been cap- 
tured by the enemy; and with that enemy on our rear and flank our 
communications would at all times be endangered. General McOler- 
nand agreed and Admiral Porter also cheerfully assented, and we are 
at this moment en route for the Post of Arkansas, 50 miles up the Ar- 
kansas Biver. 

Pardon me for a few general remarks on the topography of Vicks- 
burg, which now stops our progress down the main river. The high 
ridge of land lying between the Big Black and Yazoo is known as the 
Walnut Hills. Their summits are about 200 feet above average water 
of the river. The Mississippi impinges against these hiUs and makes 
a steep bluff at the city and for about 2 miles above and several below. 
The Yazoo, coming from the northeast, clings to this range of hills on 
its east, but aH ground to its west is Mississippi alluvion. The present 
Yazoo leaves the hfils at a point about 23 miles above its present 
mouth, at a place . known as Haines’ Bluff, the lower end of which is now 
properly Drumgould’s Bluff. The present mouth of Yazoo is 10 miles 
above Vicksburg, so that an irregular triangle of alluvion lies between 
the Yazoo and Walnut Hills. The distance by land from Vicksburg to 
Drumgould’s is 14 miles. The Yazoo in old times evidently clung to 
these hills, and has left old channels or bayous of deep, stagnant water 
and mud, and the whole triangle is cut up in every imaginable form 
by these bayous. The map I send will give you the best idea. The 
present river and the old bayous are all leveed against high waters, 
and the lands are as fertile as any on earth. These levees vary in 
heightfrom 4 to 18 feet; their shape the same as a military parapet. 
Interior slope, 45 degrees ; superior slope from 12 to 15 feet, for a road- 
way ; exterior slope about 1 to 4. These levees enter largely into the 
enemy’s system of defense. Where these levees are continuous, as 
along the Mississippi River and along the bayou from Vicksburg to 
Haines’ Bluff, a separate roadway is made behind the levee. It was 
along such a road that our enemy moved his masses of infantry and 
artillery perfectly under cover and yet ready to meet us whenever we 
succeeded in reaching it. The face of the hills between Vicksburg and 
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Haines’ Bluff is very abrupt and cut up by numerous valleys and 
ravines. On the ridge behind, out of sight, is another main road, vrith 
numerous smaller roads and paths cut down to the county road. Every 
hill-top has its telegraph station, and we could see their signal corps 
telegraph every movement of our boats and troops. Th-- .. Iv,-.'."- , > 
of the position are immense — certainly three to one. Ten.' ■ .i'..: : :> 

should defeat 30,000 assailants. 

At the Drumgould Battery there is a 100-pounder rifle, the same that 
cut up the Benton and killed poor Gwin. They have many of the same 
guns at Vicksburg, and we hear of two at the Post of Arkansas. I 
doubt if gunboats can do much against such ordnance if placed so as 
to have a plunging fire ; but as the rivers axe now uavigablo we should 
test our ability to cope with such batteries. 

I am perfectly willing to abide your judgment if I should have pushed 
my attack further after learning that I was alone, and that the enemy 
was at liberty to concentrate at Vicksburg a large part of Pemberton’s 
forces from Grenada. Had I delayed another day a terrible rain which 
fell would have swamped ns and prevented my bringing ofiEi as I did, 
all my guns, ammunition, and stores. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHEEMAF, 

Major-General, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbok, 

Oommander-in-Ohief, Washington, D. 0. 


[Inolosuxes.] 

Speoial Obdees, ) Heqes. RiaHT WmGtj 19th Aemy Corps, 

1^0. 31. j Steamer Forest Queen, Decemler 22, 1862. 

First Division, General A. J. Smith. 

lies Arc — ^Division headquarters. 

Metropolitan — Sixtieth Indiana Volunteers. 

J. H. Dickey — ^Twenty-lliird Wisconsin Volunteers. 

J. 0. Snow — Sixteenth Indiana Volunteers. 

Hiawatha — ^Niaety-sixth Ohio Volunteers. 

J. S. Pringle — Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteers. 

J. W. Oheeseman — ^Nineteenth Kentucky Volunteers. 

E, Campbell, jr. — Ninety-seventh Hlinois Volunteers. 

Duke of Argyle — Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteers. 

City of Alton — One hundred and eighth Dlinois and Forty-eighth 
Ohio Volunteers. 

City of Louisiana — Mercantile Battery. 

Iowa — One hundred and thirty-first Illinois Volunteers. 

Ohio Belle — Seventeenth Ohio Battery. 

Cirizen — Eiglity-third Ohio Volunteers. 

Champion — Commissary boat. 

General Anderson — Ordnance. 

Second Division, General M. L. Smith. 

Chancellor— Headquarters division and Thielemann’s cavalry. 
Planet — One hundred and sixteenth Illinois Volunteers and section 
of Parrott guns. 

City of Memphis— Batteries A and B, [First Illinois Light Artillery, 
and] Eighth Missouri Volunteers. 
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Omaha — Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteers. 

Sioux - 7!' ’ 'y- third Indiana Volunteers. 

Spread Fagle — One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteers. 
Edw. Walsh — One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Volunteers. 
Westmoreland — Fifty-fifth Illinois Volunteers and headquarters of 
Fourth Eiip;a(lc. 

Sunny South — ^Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteers. 

Universe — Sixth Missouri Volunteers. 

Eobert Allen — Commissary boat. 

Third Division, General G. W. Moboan. 

Empress — Division headquarters. 

Key West Ko. 2 — One hundred and eighteenth Dlinois Volunteers. 
Sam Gaty — Sixty-rrintb Tr>diana Volunteers. 

Northerner — < Uk m i: ; i‘;-« 1 and twentieth Ohio Volunteers. 

Belle Peoria — Headquarters Second Brigade and two companies of 
Forty-ninth Indiana and pontoon train. 

Di Vernon — Third Kentucky Volunteers. 

War Eagle — ^Forty-ninth Indiana, eight companies, and three guns ot 
Foster’s battery. 

Henry Von Phul — Headquarters Third Brigade and eight companies 
ot Sixteenth Ohio. 

Fanny Bullitt — One hundred and fourteenth Ohio, five guns of Lan- 
phere’s battery. 

Crescent City — ^Twenty-second Kentucky and Fifty-fourth Indiana 
Volunteers. 

Des Moines — ^Foit\ -second Ohio Volunteers. 

Pembina — One gr.v, l.anphoro’'^ battery. 

Lady Jackson — ( •■•i n 

Fourth Division, General Steele. 

Continental — ^Division headquarters, cavalry, and battery. 

John J. Eoe and Nebraska — ^Fourth, Ninth, and Thirty-first Iowa In- 
fantry. 

Key West — First Iowa Artillery. 

John Warner — Thirteenth Illinois Volunteers. 

Tecumseh — Twenty-sixth Iowa Volunteers. 

Decatur— Twenty-fifth Iowa Volunteers, 
latan — Thirty- fourlli Iowa Volunteers. 

Kennett — Twenty-ninth Missouri Volunteers. 

Gladiator — Thirtieth Missouri Volunteers. 

Isabella — Thirty -first Missouri Volunteers. 

D. G. Taylor — Quartermaster’s stores^ horses, &c. 

Sucker State — Thirty-second Missouri Volunieers. 

Dacotah — Third Missouri Volunteers. 

Tutt — Twelfth Missouri Volunteers. 

Emma — Seventeenth Missou^ Volunteers. 

Adriatic — First Missouri Artillery. 

Meteor — Seventy-sixth Ohio Volunteers. 

Polar Star — Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assiatemt Adjutomt-General. 
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Hdqbs. Eight Wing, Thirteenth Army OorpSj . 

Steamer Forest Queen^ December 23, 1862. 

With this I hand to each of you a copy of a map compiled from the 
best sources and which in the main is correct.* It is the same used by 
Admiral Porter and myself. 

Complete military success can only be accomplished by an united ac- 
tion on some general plan embracing usually a large district of country. 
In the present instance our object is to secure the navigation of the 
Mississippi Eiver and its main branches, and to hold them as military 
channels of communication and for commercial The river 

above Vicksburg has been gained by conquering the country to its rear, 
rendering its possession by our enemy useless and unsafe to him, and is 
of great value to us 5 but the enemy still holds the river from Vicksburg 
to Baton Eouge, navigating it with his boats, and the possession of it 
enables him to connect his communications and routes of supply east 
and west. 

To deprive him of this will be a severe blow, and if done effectually 
of great value to us and probably the most decisive act of this war. 
To accomplish this important result we are to act our part, an impor- 
tant one, of the great whole. 

General Banlte with a large force has re-enforced General Butler in 
Louisiana, and from that quarter an expedition by water and land is 
coming northward. General Grant, with the Thirteenth Army Corps, 
of which we compose the right wing, is moving southward. The naval 
squadron, Admiral Porter, is operating with his fleet by water, each in 
perfect harmony with the other. 

General Grantfs left and center were at last accounts ap])r()U(.‘liin.ir the 
Yalabusha (near Grenada), and the railroad to his rear, by which he 
drew his supplies, was reported to be seriously damaged. This may 
disconcert him somewhat, but only makes more important our line of 
operations. 

At the Yalabusha General Grant may encounter the army of General 
Pemberton, the same which refused him battle on the line of the Talla- 
hatchie, which was strongly fortified ; but as he will not have time to 
fortify the Talabusha he will hardly stand there, and in that eveht 
General Grant will immediately advance down the high ridge lying be- 
tween the Big Black and Yazoo, and will expect to meet us on the Yazoo 
and receive from us the supplies which he needs and which he know^s 
we carry along. Parts of this general plan are to co-operate with the 
naval squadron in the reduction of Vicksburg, to secure possession of 
the land lying between the Yazoo and the Black, and to act in concert 
with General Grant against Pemberton’s forces, supposed to have Jack- 
son, Miss., as a point of concentration. 

Vicksburg is doubtless very strongly fortified both against the river 
and land approaches. Already the gunboats have secured the Yazoo 
up for 23 miles to a fort on the Yazoo at Haines’ Bluff, giving us a 
choice for a landing place at some point up the Yazoo below this fort, 
or on the island which lies between Vicksburg and present mouth of 
the Yazoo. See map (B, 0, D). 

But before any actual collision with the enemy I purpose, after as- 
sembling our whole land force at Gaines’ Landing, Ark., to proceed in 
order to Milliken’s Bend (A) and there dispatch a brigade without wag- 
ons or any incumbrances whatever to the Vicksburg and Shrevei)ort 
Eailroad (at H and K) to destroy that effectually and cut off that fi uit- 


Not fouud, but see p. 611 . 
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ful avenue of supply 5 then to proceed to the mouth of the Yazoo, and 
after possessing ourselves of the latest and most authentic information 
from naval officers now there, to land our whole force on the Mississippi 
side and then reach the point where the Vicksburg and Jackson Eail- 
road crosses the Big Black (F), after which to attack Vicksburg by land 
while the gun bo; its assail it by water. 

It may I'.- (looking to Grrant^s approach' before attacking 

Vic'b.^'bnrg to reduce the battery at Haines' liliiir lirst, so as to enable 
soMir oC I Ilf lighter gunboats and transports to ascend the Yazoo and 
communicate with General Grant. 

The detailed manner of accomplishing these results will be commu- 
nicated in due season, and these general points are only made known 
at this time that commanders may study the maps, and also that, in the 
event of non-receipt of orders, all may act in perfect concert by follow- 
ing the general movement, unless specially detached. 

You all now have the same map, so that no mistakes or confusion 
need result from different names of localities. All possible prepara- 
tions as to wagons, provisions, axes, and intrenching tools should be 
made in advance, so that when we do land there will be no want of 
them. When we begin to act on the shore we must do the work quickly 
and effectually. 

The gunboats under Admiral Porter will do their full share, and I 
feel assured that the army will not fall short in its work. Division 
commanders may read this to regimental commanders and furnish bri- 
gade commanders a copy. They should also cause as many copies of 
the map to be made on the same scale as possible, being very careful 
in copying the names. 

The points marked E and G (Allen’s and Mount Alban’s) are evi- 
dently strategic points that will figure in our future operations, and 
these positions should be carefully studied. 

I am, with great respect, youi« obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAU, 
Major-Generaly Commanding, 

Generals Fred. Steele, George W. Morgan, 

A. J. Smith, and Morgan L. Smith, 

Commanders of Divisions, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eight Wing, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 6. f Memphis^ I’enn,, December 13, 1862. 

I. The following organization of troops is hereby adopted : 

The division now commanded by Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith is the First 
Division, and will habitually have the right, or advance. 

The division of Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith will remain, as now, the 
Second Division, and will compose, habitually, the center. 

The division of General George W. Morgan will be styled the Third 
Division, and will constitute the left. 

Other regiments may arrive, and will be assigned specially to 
strengthen these divisions, and the troops now at Helena to be as- 
signed to this wing will compose a fourth division or reserve. 

II. Division commanders will forthwith make special returns to this 
office of the strength Of their commands for active service, and will 
give close and assiduous attention to all the details necessary to make 
them efficient by laud or water. They will have all things ready to 
embark by water or take the field by or before the 18th. 
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III. In case of embarkation tbe First Division will use the levee 
within Fort Pickering; the Second Division the levee from the packet 
landing to the mouth of Wolf River ^ the Third Division from the 
packet landing to the fort. 

All commanders and quartermasters will forthwith familiarize them- 
selves with these localities and routes leading to them, being careful 
not to cross the route of any other division, and they may select and 
have the exclusive use of some one or more bailding^ and warehouses 
contiguous, in which to assemble their material of war not in the hands 
of the men. 

IV. Each soldier must carry his musket, 60 rounds of ammunition, 
knapsack, haversack, and canteen, and nothing else; ofBlcers, their 
side-arms and a small trunk or v^ise, carefully marked; companies, 
not to exceed four tents per company and one for the officers, with five 
days’ rations and cooking utensils, compact and handy ; regiments, one 
ambulance, four good six mule or horse wagons, and one wagon loaded 
with extra cartridges; bi*ig<idcN. a small special train to carry ammu- 
nition to complete a quantity of 200 cartridges per man, inclusive of 
those in cartridge-boxes and regimental wagons ; and divisions, a small 
train to repair losses, tools for all sorts of repairs, building bridges, re- 
pairing roads, and making redoubts, obstructions, and rifle-pits. 

Y. Boats on arrival will be to these divisions or the reserve 

by the chirf nunrtorria5:tor Eddy, and thedivision quartermasters will see 
they are •I-"; s and landed at the most convenient points. 

YI. Commanders of divisions will forthwith proceed to make all pos- 
sible preparations, and no excuses will be made or entertained. Time 
is the important element in this movement, and matters must not be 
delayed to the moment of embarkation. 

VII. The troops now in Port Pickering and the detachments not 
hitherto assigned to one or other of these divisions will continue as 
heretofore under the command oi Afnior Oonn Ml Hurlbut, who will 
control all matters pertaining to the c.il l^i-irict of Memphis. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant .1 iljn(*\nt-G(:iural. 


Geicbral Orders, ) BCdqrs. Eigi-ht Wing-, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 7. j Tenn.j December 18, 1862. 

I. No officer or man of the army will give any order to the captain or 
pilot, mate or hand of a transport, but the captain, pilot, or engineer 
must place the boat in such position or do whatever the commanding 
officer of the troops requires. 

II. Captains, pilots, and engineers of transports must hold their boats 
to their places in column, must not fall behind or push ahead, keeping 
on tbe quarter, following their brigade leader. Each brigade will keep 
Togctlier and each division in one group, whether on the river or lying 
to the shore. Boats will not land singly on any account, but will, if 
need be, get wood or coal of some consort. If necessary to get wood 
the division commander will give the necessary orders. In case of 
grounding. >tnkmg n Ming, or accident that disables a boat, she will 
make then Ini in-.'*ignn!. mid i ho nearest boats will go to the relief and the 
nearest bj igndo i-oininniidor give the necessary orders. Boats carrying 
a dmsion commander wiU carry the United States flag at the fore-jack 
staff and another at the stern. Brigade commanders will carry the 
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United States flag on the fore-jack staff and a regimental color near the 
pilot-house. All other boats will onrry their regimental colors 

near the pilot-house, without any oi \u v sigiwil. In making landings for 
rendezvous, or for the night, or to lay by, divisions will keep well apart, 
occupying opposite shores, but near enough to hear a gun or boat- 
whistle 5 if lying to, a signal gun from the head of column will be the 
signal to make steam and for a start. Each division will move in suc- 
cession, in this order, first, second, third, and fourth, unless one or other 
is detailed by special orders, of which notice will i>reviously be given. 
In case a boat is fired into from the shore by rifles or musketry the 
nearest boat will at once make a landing and clear out aU opposition. 
If fired on by cannon the nearest brigade will effect a landing and at- 
tack, sending prompt notice to the division commander and he to the 
general in command of the whole. In case of any attack the property 
or stores useful to the United States will be taken possession of anil the 
neighboring houses, barns, &c., burned. First rendezvous is Helena; 
the second, Gaines’ Landing; last, Milliken’s Bend. On arrival of each, 
full morning and other reports will be made of regiments, brigades, and 
divisions. At the last rendezvous division commanders, after dispos- 
ing of their commands at the shore, will report in nor=5on to the gen- 
eral-in-chief, on board the flag-boat Forest Queen. All oiiicers in com- 
mand are charged specially with the police and cleanliness of their 
boats, the good condition of arms, itartridgos, and accouterments. All 
must be so arranged as to act promptly in lr.^>.l:ncr. The best possible 
facilities must be adox'.red for cooking, a::- 1 iiit . ommanders must see 
in person that their men and officers have all the conveniences of their 
boats. All firing of guns, pistols, yelling or hallooing, or improper 
noises must be prevented. These are all false signals and mislead the 
commanders. A single gun from the flag-boat will be the signal for 
starting or closing up. If this column be lengthened out division com- 
mander will repeat the signal. Three guns fired in rapid succession 
will be the signal for danger ; the steamboats will use their accustomed 
signals, thus : 

STEAMBOAT SIGNALS. 

Whistles.— To hail a boat, five whistles; to land a boat, three whistles; 
a boat to starboard, one whistle ; a boat to port, two whistles. 

Bells . — ^For starboard lead, one tap; for port lead, two taps. In leav - 1 
ing shore — to get ready, signal for engineer, four taps, and one tap to 
let the lines go. In coming to shore, four taps of engine-room gong to 
let the engineer know that the boat is going to land. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant AdjutanPOeneral, 


General Orders, > Hbqrs. Eight Wing, 13th Arisiy Corps, 

No. 8. f Memphis^ Terni.^ December 18, 1862. 

I. The expedition now fitting out is purely of a military character, 
and the interests involved are too important to be mixed up with per- 
sonal and private business. No citizen, male or female, will be allowed 
to accompany it, unless employed as part of a crew, or as a servant to 
the transports ; female chambermaids to boats and nurses to sick alone 
will be allowed, unless the wives of captains or pilots actually belong- 
ing to boats. No laundress, officers’ or solders’ wives must pass below 
Helena. 
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II. ISo persons whatever, citizens, ofi&cers, or sutlers, will, on any con- 
sideration, buy or deal in cotton or other produce of the country. Should 
any cotton be brought on board of a transport, going or returning, the 
brigade quartermaster of which the boat forms a part will take pos- 
session of it and invoice it to Oapt. A. E. Eddy, chief quartermaster 
at Memphis, Tenn. 

III. Should any cotton or other produce be brought back to Memphis 
by any chartered boat the quartermaster. Captain Eddy, will take pos- 
session of the same and sell it for the benefit of the United States. If 
accompanied by its actual producer, the planter or factor, the quarter- 
master will furnish him a receipt for the same, to be settled for, on proof 
of his loyalty, at the end of the war. 

IT. Boats ascending the river may take cotton from the shore for 
bulkheads to protect their engineers or their crew •, but on arrival at 
Memphis it will be turned over to the quartermaster, with a statement 
of the time, place, and name of its owner. The trade in cotton must 
await a more peaceful state of affairs. 

T. Should any citizen accompany the expedition below Helena in 
violation of these orders any colonel of a regiment or captain of a bat- 
tery will conscript him into the service of the United States for the un- 
expired term of his command 5 if he shows a refractory spirit, unfitting 
him for a soldier, the commanding officer present will turn him over to 
the captain of the boat as a deck-hand and compel him to work in that 
capacity, without wages, till the boat returns to Memphis. 

VI. Any person whatever, whether in the service of the United States 
or transports, found making reports for publication which might reach 
the enemy, giving them information, aid, and comfort, will be arrested 
and treated as a spy. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T, Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant Adjuta/nt- General, 


Special Obpers ) Hdqbs. EiaHT Wino, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 34. 5 Forest Queen, December 26, 1862. 

The point of disembarkation is at the point marked 0 on the chart, 
up the Yazoo, on the east bank, about 13 miles. 

The fleet will start at 8 a. m. to-morrow under convoy of the gunboats, 
keeping well closed up and prepared for any event. Two companies on 
each boat will be fully equipped with loaded muskets ready to return 
the fire should our progress be opposed. 

The Third Division, General G. W. Morgan, will lead and make a 
landing at the upper end of Johnson’s farm and promptly move out one 
brigade toward Mrs. Lake’s plantation. 

The Fourth Division, General Frederick Steele, will follow and dis- 
embark at Johnson’s farm, sending one brigade out on the Vicksburg 
road about 2 miles. 

The Second Division, General M. L. Smith, will follow and land just 
below General Steele. If General M. L. Smith has not returned by the 
hour of starting. General Stuart will move his brigade and leave these 
orders for General Smith to follow. 

The First Division, General A. J. Smith, will then follow and disem- 
bark at a point above Bunch’s Saw-Mill. 

The channel is deep, and boats will keep to the left-hand bank, leav- 
ing the gunboats the right-hand bank. 



UHAP. X.XIX.J 


VXUJlSJ5Ultii. 




The ammunition boat and two of the commissary boats will remain 
near the gunboat, which will stay where the gunboat fleet now lies. 

After the boats are made secure, well apart, working parties will be 
set to work to unload the regimental wagons, the artillery and cavalry 
horses, and all things necessary for flve days^ operations. 

All surplus articles that cannot be transported in the regimental 
trains will remain on board until further orders. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Speoiax Okdebs, 
No. 36. 


Hdqrs. EiaHT WiNa, 13 th Army Corps, 

December 26, 1862. 


The movement to-morrow will be as follows : 

I. General Morgan^s (Third) division will move south and east around 

the bayou, as near Mrs. Lake’s ir-u as possible, taking with him 

the bridge and pontoon train and a good supply of axes, picks, and 
shovels. He will reach the county road from Vicksburg to Haines’ 
Bluff and effect a secure lodgment on the high ground east of the 
crossing place. 

II. General Steele’s division will feel to his left and cross the old 
bayou as near Morgan as possible, but on a separate causeway or bridge, 
and reach the same high ground.* 

III. General Morgan L. Smith’s division will oblique to his left and 
connect with General Steele, crossing the bayou at or near the same 
place by a separate causeway or bridge and reach the county road. 

IV. General A. J. Smith will move direct on Vicksburg by the Bunch’s 
Mill road, keeping up a connection with M. L. Smith. He will remove 
all obstacles on the main road and occupy the attention of the battery 
that stands on the first hill north of Yu \ -biM - . 

V. Each division will carry its tools SI m » rs- its advance by a strong 
line of skirmishers and an advance guard, the main column so disposed 
as not to be raked by heavy artillery, in which arm alone is our enemy 
supposed to be superior to us. If either column encounters such bat- 
teides, after a careful reconnaissance of the flanks, a prompt, quick as- 
sault will be most effective and least destructive. 

VI. The artillery (guns, caissons, and battery wagons), the ambu- 
lances, and ammunition wagons alone will accompany the columns. 
The men should have two days’ rations with them and be prepared to 
bivouac. 

VII. One regiment of each division will remain with the steamboats 
as a guard to the wagons and boats, acting in concert with the gunboats. 

VIII. As soon as the lodgment is made on the high ground at and 
beyond the county road, division commanders may send back for wagons 
and provisions, but we cannot be encumbered with a train for some 
days. 

IX. Each division will reconnoiter to its front and left, connecting 
with their nearest neighbor during the night and at daybreak, and will 
move at 7 a. m., reporting everything of interest during the night and 
early in the morning to the commanding general, on board the Forest 
Queen, until 8 a. m. ,• after that hour, to him near the division of M. L. 
Smith. 

X. In case any men reach or are sent to the river at any point where 
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they may encounter a gunboat they must be carefully instructed to 
show the TJnited States flag and two white handkerchiefs or cloths, one 
on each side of the flag. This is the signal agreed on by myself and 
the admiral by which our troops can be distinguished from the rebels, 
who sometimes display our flag and wear our clothes. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMONTD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wing, 13th Army Corps, 
liTo. 37. 5 December 28, 18G2. 

I. The center, or Second Division, will cross the bayou and form in 
two lines, facing east, the lines seeking cover and separated by about 
100 yards. The movements to be made in silence and iu gor.fl order. 

II. The left, or Third Division, in a like manner will rin** bayou, 
form in two lines in perfect silence and in good order, facing east, and 
covered by timber or shape of ground if possible. 

III. One brigade of the First Division will cross the bayou and form 
in two lines, facing east, to the rear of the space between the center and 
left divisions, supporting the left center. 

lY. The Foni til Divi.Nioii or reserve will cover the left and support the 
left of "MoTgan's clivlsirn, and at the same time make feints, as if moving 
north 10 Flaiiic> RliiiV. 

Y. One brigade of General A. J. Smith’s division will hold the po.'^i- 
tion where the main road from Johnson’s to Yicksburg iiiTorsects ilie 
road from Yicksburg to' Mrs. Lake’s, with advance skirmishers and 
infantry on the Yicksburg batteries at the point where the Johnson 
road comes into the main county road. The whole line will move as 
nearly east as po^Mblo as the ground will admit, sitniiltnneoiis^v at- 
tacking the cre^'i (•!* IiIlN in their front, Morgan’s division securing a 
lodgment on the top, M. L. Smith the face of the hill, and A. J. Smith 
the county road, looking toward Yicksburg, keeping up a connection 
with the point of intersection of the roads before named. Blair’s bri- 
gade will follow the movement Of and support the center. After Mor- 
gan has passed the county road, Steele’s reserve will hold the ground 
opposite his present position, looking toward Haines’ Bluff, on the 
county road, near the foot of the hill. When the assault commences 
the brigades and regiments must be cautioned to keep their exact places 
in line, moving as rapidly as the nature of the ground anil the amount 
of resistance will admit, and after securing the positions indicated each 
division will be so disposed as to face either north or south, and so di- 
rect their fire as to assist their neighboring divisions. If fixed batteries 
or rifle-pits are encountered the (piicker tliey are carried the better, and 
the attacking party will follow on their heels until they are clear of the 
field. Should the artillery be unable to follow the movements of the 
infantry it should be sent under secure escort to the reserve or to the 
rear, near the bayou. Each division commander will accomplish the 
object designated without calling for assistance, but will send prompt 
intelligence to the neighboring (fivisious and to the commander-iu-chief, 
who will be near the center. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant A^utant- General. 
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Special Ordebs, ) BDdqrs. EiaHT Wiisra, 13 dh Army Corps, 

No. 38. ) December 30, 1862. 

I. The three divisions will occupy the ground now held, keeping the 
front picket line close up to the bayou and toward Vicksburg. All 
but the pickets and supports will retire to near the effective range of 
canister and form line parallel to the county road from Vicksburg to 
Haines^ Bluff, stack arms, and rest. Men may make fires in hollows 
500 yards back of picket lines. 

II. General Morgan’s left is on the bayou, and the other divisions with 
their pickets will connect with him. General Steele’s division will be 
held in reserve along Chickasaw Bayou, with pickets on its east side. 
The enemy will doubtless shell our position, but our artillery must not 
reply, unless with a certainty of execution. The ammunition must not 
be wasted, as they will fire at our whole camp instead of a distinct ob- 
ject. Our artillery should be covered by earthworks, and commanders 
of infantry brigades will, on application of any artillery officer lying 
near him, furnish details for this work. 

III. The First and Second Divisions will furnish working parties of 
a regiment each, which will report to Captain Jenney of the engineers 
with all the axes to be had, to corduroy the road from the landing to 
camp. The regiments at the steamboat landing will furnish 100 men 
each, with due proportion of officers, to work the road along the levee. 
They must corduroy all the boggy ground. Eations can be had at 
Lake’s ; artillery ammunition at headquarters and on board the steamer 
General Anderson. Musket ammunition should be carefully husbanded 
and distributed in each division. All musket ammunition not now in 
the boxes of the men or in the rogimontnl wagons will forthwith be 
sent on board the General Anderson imhI lUlivered to Lieutenant If eely, 
ordnance officer, who will* receipt for the same and reissue to regimental 
commanders, so that each man has on his person 60 ruiimN. 'I’liis 
should be attended to at once. All absentees not wounded must be 
collected and reports made to respective headquarters of the killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOB-D, 
Assistant AdjutanPOeneral. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eic-ht Wino-, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 39. ) December 31, 1862. 

I. The infantry and artillery of the Fourth Division, General Steele, 
will make preparations daring the day for an important expedition j they 
will provide two days’ cooked rations and be careful of the condition of 
their arms, accouterments, and ammunition j they will be ready to march 
by dark. One brigade of the Second Division will in like manner pre- 
pare for the same expedition. All the officers and men will be instructed 
that silence is the chief element in the success of this proposed' attempt} 
that all signals of drums and bugles will not be allowed, and that abso- 
lute silence must be preserved. Steele’s division will be disposed so as 
to move down the road along Chickasaw Bayou, and the brigade of 
the Second Division back by the main road, so as not to be observed by 
the enemy’s lookouts on the hUl. 

II. General Morgan will continue to strengthen his position for of- 
fense and defense, constructing batteries and parapets to cover his guns 
and men, and make additional roads to his rear. 
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in. Cavalry from Steele’s division will cross Chickasaw Bayou and 
reconnoiter the ground to our left and front. 

IV. G-eneral Smith will continue to strengthen his ftont, especially 
at the point occupied by Colonel Landram’s brigade ; will improve the 
road to his rear, and reconnoiter the ground to the right, in rear of 
Long Lake and as far as False Eiver. All the troops must be prepared 
for instant action. 

Bv order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman: 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eight Wing, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 40. i December 31, 1862. 

General Steele’s division, with two batteries and without cavalry, 
and the infantry brigade of the Second Division will constitute the 
force designed to co-operate with the fleet of gunboats in the assault 
on the battery at Haines’ Muff. 

General Frederick Steele will command the whole and will receive 
special instructions. The utmost silence and secrecy must be pre- 
served. As soon as night sets in the regiments will march to the river, 
keeping bayonets unfixed, with muskets at a trail or right-shoulder, so 
as not to be observed by the enemy’s lookout; Steele’.s division to em- 
bark at the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou and the brigade of the Second 
Division at Johnson’s Landing, where General Steele will give all neces- 
sary orders. 

All should be aboard and asleep by 9 p. m. Eegimental quarter- 
masters will ride in advance to ascertain the names of the steamers on 
which they are to embark ; and Colonel Parsons, at the Upper Levee, 
on board the Forest Queen, and Captain Boffinger, at Johnson’s Land- 
ing, will assign boats to regiments promptly and without confusion. 
Eegimental officers must accept the steamers assigned without a mur- 
mur, and not tak;e exceptions to the crowd, as time is material. 

By order of W. T. Sherman, m^or-general : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eight Wing, 13th Army Corps, 

No. 1. ) MilUkerds Bend, January 3, 1863. 

The troops will prepare to disembark at Milliken’s Bend as soon as 
the rain moderates. General A. J. Smith’s division will take the levee 
from the stores, landing up the river say'half a mile. Above him Mor- 
gan’s division, leaving an interval, so that they can be distinguished. 

M. L. Smith’s division will leave a space at the stores of about 200 
yards, for the ordnance, quartermaster’s, and supply boats, anddand his 
division next below the stores; and Steele’s division next below him; 
all making good and permanent landing places for .their supplies, much 
of which must be distributed by water. 

The quartermaster will take absolute possession of every house and 
shed at Milliken’s Bend for storage. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. .T. Sherman : 

J. H. HAMMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No. 2. 

Setum of Casualties in the Union forces commanded by Maj. Qen. William 
T. Sh^man^ U. S. Army, in the sMrmishes at Ghiclcasaw Bayou, Decem- 
ber 27 and 28, and assault on Ohiclcasaw Bluffs, Miss., December 29, 1862. 

[Compiled from Bominal lists of cssnalties, retnxxis, etc.] 


Cexnmaud. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 

i 

1 

Officers. 

i 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

i 

§ 

i 

1 

s 

M 

f^ATiATAl officers ............ ........................ ...... 



1 





ad ‘nn-noin Cftyolry T 



1 

2 



2 

13th Illinois - 

8 

24 

8 

99 

2 

37 

178 

RRhTi 711171 oifl 

1 

1 

1 

8 


2 


116th HUnois 




5 



§ 



1 

2 

8 



A 

16th Indiana ............... 



i 



1 


1 

I 


82 


18 

56 



17 

IS 

102 

8 

132 

264 

67th Indiana ...... 


1 



69th, IndiftTifl. 




11 


2 

18 


1 

8 

2 

18 



19 


1 

6 

4 

t 101 



112 

9th Iowa 




6 


2 

8 

26^ Iowa 


1 


7* 


2 

10 

3ftth Tftwa ... 




4 



4 

81st Iswa 




2 



2 

7th Eentuohy 

1 

4 


6 


8 

14 

22d 'K’eTitnc'ky ..... ...... 

s 

e 

8 

67 


26 

167 

Miohisan Light Artillery, 7th Battery................... 



1 

10 


11 

6th hCissouri Cavalry. .............. .... ................ 


2 


2 


2 

6 

3d Missouri 




2 


2 

6th Missouri ........................................... 

i 

18 

1 

42 



57 

8th Missouri ................................ 




8 



8 

12th Missouri 


2 


4 



8 

17th Missnirei 


8 


6 



9 

29th Missouri 

2 

17 

4 

66 

•4 

57 

1^ 

Misflonri 


17 

10 

62 

2 

60 

161 

S2d ‘MifiSOUTi - .... 


2 


2 

Ohio Light Artillery, 4thBattery 




2 



2 

16th Ohio..... 


"is 

4 

97 

12 

182 

811 

42d Ohio 


6 


86 

42 

-'idtli Ohio ....... ......... 


4 

8 

10 


2 

19 

67th Ohio : 

1 


2 


2 

JC 

58th Ohio 

8 

88 

”’*7 • 

71 

2 

9 

125 

114th Ohio 

1 

5 

1 

29 



36 

120th Ohio 




16 



16 

Wisconsin Light A rein Ary ^ igt Battery 


1 


2 



3 

13th TD’. S. Imiantry, 1st i&ittaliou 


1 


12 



13 

Total 

19 

189 

S5 

940 

25 

588 

1,776 


Ofc^p Tel. Join Tl TTmtuui Goorp- V.iper and Elisha T. Beardsley, Thir- 

10 - I'lli ( ! i‘t. Casrx." 1 iM* l.liuoi-; (Vpt MoHewell Eeo!k, Eorty-nintn Bidi- 

j I* . ■ I Ti:' i‘..n E. T sid lT.d:aim I.i( in JRJlUs 0. Idlller, Fourtklowai Lieut. 

I-ovi Pi nTiincton. Seventh Iv« m . Capi- Dai .<‘1 (Jarr.inl jr and ’William B. Hegaa, and Lieut, 
dabiz XniiiT. IVonly-secoiMl K-p;ip1c’. • I.ioi i RpImti ^anoe, Sixth Missouri; Capt. Ed^rd 
\Viu\ and LiiMii Henry -\. i: '«')j'i 'ii 'IVi F-v-niiirh '^Ii'.'-nnri- Cant. Philip Eaulhaber, Eiffcy- 
sewmli OIho, Li cur. Col. Petii Disicr, Capt. Christopher JLinser, and Lieut, ^eter B. KaxrfSnaau, 
Ihlty-cighth Ohio; Lieut. JamC's P. Marfldd, Ono hundred and fourtoentii Ohio. 


Fo. 3. 

Beport of Oamt. William Le B. Jenney, Aide-de-Oampt U. 8. Army, on 

Engineer duty. 

Oisr Boakd Steamboat Foebst Qtjbbit, 

At Milliker^s Bend, La., January 3, 1863. 
Captain : I have the honor to report myself en duty Mith 'Migor- 

A£\ x> J9 yrnr wnr 
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General Sherman, the order for which I inclosed you previous to my 

departure from Mempliis. . .1 1 

I left Memphis on the steamer Forest Queen with the general and 
staff at 11.30 a, m., December 20, and amved at Helena 6^0 P-ni. On 
the following afternoon we took our departure for the Yazoo itriver, 
: Uitermediate rendezvous. 

i!<.. ■ . 1 .■ 20 , 10.30 a. m., landed without cjiit.jMli.’P- at Johnson’s 
plantation, Yazoo Eiver, some 74 miles from its mouth. On the 
ino- moruina- the army was put in motion and I was ordered to 


On the follow- 
accom- 


panv General Morgan, who commanded the left. 

O'lir line of march lay along Chickasaw Bayou, on the right hank go- 
ing up. We met with no opposition until near its junction wim other 
bayous, where the enemy opened fire from the opposite side, which soon 



h. Ui .i\ < u d as required by the different divisions. 

On the afternoon of the 29thy by the generaPs order, built a bridge 
35 feet span across one of the branches of Chickasaw Bayou and a 
crossing at a dry place of another immediately to the rear of our left, 
which branches were only crossed before on a narrow levee along 
Chickasaw Bayou, admitting but one wagon at a time. Heavy rain 
all night. . . , 

December 30, our main road and the branches leading to the diftcr- 
ent divisions being in very bad condition, General Sherman ordered 
two regiments to report to me, and that I should corduroy them, coiu- 
mencing at the worst places. This work I continued up to the evening 
of our departure. 

January 1 , in the afternoon, went to the extreme front ot Second 
Division with the chief of artillery to examine the ground preparatory 
to erecting a battery during the night for four 30-i)ounder Parrot! s and 
a line of rifle-pits to connect it with a small work thrown up the night 
before. It seeming now probable that we should remain in our present 
position or near it for some time, 1 had intended to apply in the morn- 
ing for a large detail to make a supply of gabions, excellent material 
being in abundance and at hand. 

At darkGener^ Sherman, who had. just returned from a consultation 
with the admiral, informed me of his intention to re-embark immedi- 
ately, and ordered me to take the artillery ammunition that was on the 
field — some 200 boxes— ;to the landing in my bridgc-nnili iiiO yr.gons, 
and if necessary to leave the plank and some of I'u; b()ni> bcliin.i, the 
boats being in a damaged condition, having been used once and being 
lightly constructed were much strained and leaky, two of them also 
being injured by enemy’s shot. I therefore abandoned a portion of the 
plank and four of the boats and by that means took in all the ammuni- 
tion, which was of far greater value under the circumstances 5 and it 
w^as 4 in the morning b^ore I had succeeded in loading all the ammu- 
nition in the ordnance boat. On the following afternoon we reaoh<}d 
Milliken’s Bend., 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. LB B. JENNET, 
Captain j Aide-de-Oamp^ on Ungineer vuty. 


Oapt. Frederick B. Prime. 
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Report of Brig, Oen, Andrew J. 8mith^ U, S, Army ^ commanding First 

and Second Divisions. 

Headquarters First and Second Divisions, 

Eioht Wino, Armv of the Tennessee, 
Before Vicksburg, Miss., January 1, L863. 

I have the houor to make * the " port of the action of the 
First Division, right wing. Army •»! i h - Tr-i ! r : 

On the evening of the 20th ultimo I embarked with a portion of the 
division at Memphis, Tenn., under orders for Vicksburg, but owing to 
want of sufficient transportation did not leave Memphis until 12 m. on 
the 21st, when we proceeded down the river and overtook the fleet 
about 10 miles below Helena. 

On the morning of the 22d ultimo we continued down the river and 
arrived at Millikvn\ Bend on the night of the 24th. 

At this point I received orders to detach one brigade of my division 
to cut the Vi< k-buig and Shreveport Kailroad. Brig. Gen. S. G. Bur- 
bridge, commanding the First Brigade of the First Division, was or- 
dered to accomplish this work, and with six regiments of infantry, two 
companies of cavalry, and one piece of artillery, on the morning of the 
25th proceeded to the railroad at or near Dallas, La., linv 'otl three 
bridges, about 500 yards of trestle-work, tearing up also the rails and 
ties, and effectually destroying 1 mile of the road 5 returned to the boats 
about 12 o^clock on the night of the 26th, bringing in a large number 
of mules that were put on board during the night. He also burned 
over 1,000 bales of cotton, marked 0. S. A., and a storehouse contain- 
ing about 2,000 bushels of corn belonging to the Confederate Govern- 
ment. The result of this expedition is very creditable.to the officer in 
charge, whose report has been heretofore forwarded to you. 

Owing to the long and fatiguing march many of the men did not reach 
the river until after da\ Jiglil. 1 left one steamer, having on board the 
One hundred and thirty-flrst Illinois Volunteers, under the jirotection 
of a gunboat, to receive parties later coming in, and proceeded with the 
remainder of my division to join the fleet in the Yazoo River, which was 
accomplished about 1 p. m. on the 27th ultimo. 

1 immediately commenced di'-cM.jbarking my division, which was ac- 
complished by sunset, and ordcri*d Brigade and one battery 

(Seventeenth Ohio Volunteer Artillery) forward to overtake the army, 
then in advance. The One hundred and Ihirl \ Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry arrived that night and was detailed to remain at the landing 
as a guard for our boats and stores. 

Proceeding with the remainder of the Second Biigndc (live regiments), 
Oooley^s Mercantile Battery, and one company of the J^uirh Indiann 
Cavalry, early on the morning of the 28th I overtook the army in ad- 
vance, about 8 a. m , on the Chickasaw Bayou, where I received orders 
to make the following disposition of my division: The First Brigade, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. S. G. Burbridge, with the Seventecmth Ohio 
Battery, was assigned a ])o<ili(/ii on I he right of the Second Division 
(close in on the bayou), and insmicbNl to force a passage find proceed 
in an easterly direction to the crest of the hill toward Vicksburg; the 
Second Brigade, commanded by Col. W. J. Landram, of the iN'ine- 
teenth Kentucky, with Cooley^s Mercantile Battery, was, in obedience 
to orders, posted at the junction of the roads leading to Vicksburg, 
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■with instructions to liold that important position and recouuoiter the 
river toward the city. 

Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, commanding Second Division, having been 
wounded, I was called to the command of the division at 3 p. in., with 
orders to force a passage across the Chickasaw Bayou. 

On the 29th, at 12 m., the Sixth Missouri was ordered forward and 
gallantly marched across a narrow sand bar, but found the ascent of 
the opposite bank directly under the rifle-pits impracticable, owing to 
its great height, and they were compelled to hover close under the bank 
for ^•^ntec^■on from the enemy, who were <trr.rgly posted on the bank 
to dispute the p.i'.-.igc- .'"id were using an . l.i i* > ■ . as a rifle-pit. The 
rebels having bi-eii lu-avily re-enforced toward evening, after dark the 
Sixth was withdrawn, having lost 1 commissioned oflfleer and 13 nien 
killed and 1 commissioned officer and 42 men wounded. 

On the 28th and 29th ultimo there was heavy skirmishing all along 
the line. 

The reports of the killed and wounded of the other regiments have 
been heretofore forwarded to headquarters. 

During the 30th and Slst the two divisions have been occupied in 
strengthening our positions. 

! .nil, \ i;r\ respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ A. J. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General, Oomma/nding Mret and Second Divisions. 

Maj. J. H. Hammoitii, 

Asst.Adjt. Oen., Bight Wimg, Army of the Tennessee. 


TSo. 6. 

Begport of Oa/pt. Peter P. Wood, Battery A, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

BtoQES. Company A, Piest Illinois AEa'u.,LEEY, 

On hoard Steamer Planet, January 16, 1863. 

Dkas Sie : I have the honor of reporting to you the part taken by 
the battery under my command in the actions before Vicksburg on the 
27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st ultimo and the 1st instant: 

Battery debarked from steamer City of Memphi.s on the night of 
Friday, the 26th ultimo, on the right bank of the Yazoo Eiver, about 
1 mile above Old Eiver. On Saturday morning, with division, moved 
toward the front, bivouacking for the night noav the Vicksburg road. 
On Sunday morning moved forward to Chickasaw Bayou, went into 
battery about 11 a. m., and opened a shaip fire on the levee, rifle-pits, 
and a battery opposite, it is supposed with some effect, as soon after 
opening two regiments and some field pieces of the enemy were poved 
rapidly to a more covered position. Were engaged about three hours. 

On Monday from same position were ordered to cover the advance of 
the Sixth Missouri Begiment, which we did, firing rapidly for about one 
hour (for fear of endangering the infantry in front we used our explo- 
sives with uncut fuse) ; retained our position after our fire was ordered 
ceased until dark, when we were retired, being relieved by Company B, 
Captain Barrett. Were under fire this day about four hours. 

Tuesday night were ordered by Major Taylor into an iutrenchment 
(thrown up by Fifty-fifth Illinois, tinder direction of Colonel Malmborg) 
in and over ravine on the right of division, the position enfilading cue- 
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my^s pits and covering or cross-firing ford attempted by the Sixth on 
the preceding day ; had but fonr guns in this position. 

Fired none on Wednesday. 

On Wednesday night, with two detachments of command, assisted in 
placing in position (to the right of light battery) two 30-pounder Par- 
rott guns. 

Thursday afternoon the enemy amused themselves trying to unmask 
ns, but, as ordered, we returned no compliments. 

At 8 p. m. on Thursday received orders to withdraw with command 
to boats ; started about 10 p. m. 5 arrived at boat and embarked during 
the night in good order. 


Loss in men 0 

Horses wonnded 4 

Eonnds of ammunition fired during the two days, 28th and 29th : 

Shell, 12-pounder howitzer 117 

Spherical-case, 12-pounder howitzer 108 

Sphn icjil-cdM:, 6-pounder gun * 286 

Solid '•lioi, (J-i>ounder gun 296 

Total rounds - 807 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. P. WOOD, 

Oofptain^ Oomdg, Oompany A, First Illinois Artillery. 
Oapt 0. MoDohald, 

Assistant Adjutcmt- General^ Second Division. 


ISTo. 6. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, U. 8. Army^ commanding 
First Brigade^ First Division^ of expedMion from Milliken^s Bend to 
Dallas Station and Delhi^ La.* 

Hdqes. First BRia., First Div., Aemt of the Teistn., 

December 27, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special Orders, 
No. 28, my command disembarked on the morning of December 25 and 
took up its line of march at 10 o^clock. Two miles from the point of 
landing we crossed the line of the Lake Providence and Tallulah Tel- 
egraph, which was thoroughly and effectually destroyed. 

During the momiug M^or Montgomery, with a detachment of the 
Sixth Missouri (';n , captured, besides a number of horses and pris- 

oners-, 196 head of beef cattle, all of which were sent back to our trans- 
ports under guard of one company of the Ninety-sixth Eegiment of Ohio 
Volunteer Lifantry. It wjin ;ii i liis time that we first found great diffi- 
culty from the want of reliable maps, those furnished the command b(^. 
iug not only defective but inaccurate. 

We reached Dallas a little after sundown and immediately dispatched 
Lieutenant Whilldin, with the detachment of the Sixth Missouri Cavalry 
under command of Major Montgomery, with orders to proceed to Delhi, 

^ ^Seo also SparrowtoSeddon, January 19; SeddouloTn\lor. Ja mm rv 28, and Taylor 
to Soddoii, February 19, 1863. Series I, Tol. XV, pp. 
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a distance of 12 miles, which order was promptly executed, although 
both men and horses were completely exhausted by a pursuit of the eu- 
emy^s cavalry, which had been hovering on our flank during tlie entire 
day. I then proceeded under your orders to make preparation for the 
complete destruction of the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Eailroad. 
A detachment was sent to Quebec under command of Capt. D. W. 0. 
Shockley, a member of my staff*, at which place the road was completely 
destroyed for a distance of half a mile. A bridge and about 100 yards 
of trestle work were burned and the crossing of the Tallulah com- 
pletely destroyed. Captain Shockley having encountered the enemy^s 
pickets, some of which he captured, deemed it prudent, after accom- 
plishing the work of destruction committed to him, to return to Dallas, 
at which post I had thought it proper to concentrate my main force. 

We ibund a body of 400 cavalry and four pieces of artillery lluttoring 
on our left flank, which was promptly dispersed by a section of Captain 
Blount^s Seventeenth Ohio Battery ; at which point we burned a very 
large quantity of cotton, corn, and forage, and also destroyed a large 
section of trestle-work, a bridge, and the depot. At Bear Lake we 
found a large quantity of cotton marked 0. S. A., which was said by 
the inhabitants to have been taken by the rebel G-overnment in lieu of 
taxes. Being unable to pi ocare transportation we burned it. The de- 
tachment sent to Delhi found that couriers had preceded them. A rope 
ferry-boat at Macon Bayou (a deep stream) was thrown to the far side, 
which delayed the expedition, thus giving the rebels time for the re- 
moval of telegrapliic instruments on a hand-car. 

When the cavaky reached Delhi they found teams in the act of re- 
moving a large quantity of brown cottons of a manufacture recently 
commenced, and said by the inhabitants to be the first brought from a 
factory somewhere on the line of railroad. A large quantity of these 
was burned, logcIluM w illi the depot and its contents. They also found 
a full supply o(‘ iiK tlu i.u-., drugs, instruments, and all the appliances 
of a medical staff, all of which were burned. About 1 mile from Delhi 
(beyond) a bridge was found extending across the Tallulah, which 
with a quantity of trestle-work was completely destroy cd. The mail 
was captured herej also about a quarter of a million ol* yards of this 
new manufacture or muslin were burned. 

The command returned to their transports at 10 p. m. December 26, 
having made a march of 75 miles in thirty-six hours, besides a cavalry 
dash 30 miles farther. ^ 

Among the results of this expedition I number a large number of 
horses, 100 mules, a telegraphic line completely destroyed, and the 
Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Eailroad so much damaged that it , 
cannot be iVi ii;onths. I will here remark that all saw-mills 

on the roun* \\«-n iijii mmI in order that the repair of the road might be 
more difficult. It is proper, too, that I should state that the country 
abounds in corn, forage, and cotton. TSot having been visited by any 
force it will affbrd a source of supply for a long time to come. 

I will also remark that among the inhabitants we found several who 
under fear had been compelled to suppress their feelings and were evi- 
dently Union men. 

Eespectfully, 


S. G. BUEBEIDGE, 

Brigadier- General, 


Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, 

Oomdq, First Div.^ Right Wing^ Army of the Term, 
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Kespecttully lorwarded. 

General Burbiidge fully and completely carried out his instructions 
and has d( prived the enemy in Yicksburg of the use of one of his chief 
avenues of sn];)ply. 

W. T. SHEEMAI?^, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Eo. 7. 

Report of Col. Friend 8, Rutherford^ Ninety-seventh Illinois Infantry^ 
Third Brigade^ of operations December 27, lS62^anuary 2, Ifc^GS. 

Hdqrs. Ktnety-sevenxh Eeg-iment Illinois Yols., 

On board Steamer E. Campbell, Jr., 

Near Milliken^s Bend.^ La.^ Jan. 3, 1863. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit the following n*portofthe 
part this regiiiKMil took in the recent battle before VickNbnrg: 

At 3 o’clock on the evening of December 27, 1862, this regiment dis- 
embarked from the steamer E. Campbell, jr., in the Yazoo Eiver, at a 
point near the lake, 13 miles above the mouth, and remained on the 
bank until 6 a. m. December 28, 1862, at which time the regiment 
marched to the general camping ground in front of the fortifications 
at Vicksburg, where it icsied foi* the day, simply furnishing two com- 
panies for picket duty. 

On the morning of the 29th, by your order, this regiment was posted 
on the left of the brigade in front of the enemy’s fortifications, for the 
purpose of preventing the enemy from coming upon the rear of the 
main attacking force. While in this position twice during the day the 
(iuemy threw several shells and round shot, with a view, as is supposed, 
of driving us from our position. My men stood their ground without 
‘ flinching. No casualties on this day. A heavy rain set in about sun- 
down and continued the whole night. My men, being wholly without 
shelter, were drenched and must haye suffered considerably, but, I am 
happy to say, without Fiiiiimuring. 

On the morning of the 30th, in pursuance of an order from you, this 
regiment took the extreme right of the right wing, relieving the One 
hundred and eighth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, which at that time 
was engaged in a skirmish with the enemy. It gives me great pleasure 
to say that my men went to the work with alacrity, driving the enemy’s 
pickets entirely out of the woods and quite across the abatis in front of 
the enemy’s fortifications. The main force, about a regiment, which 
was stationed in the rear of these pickets retreated to the inside of their 
fortifications. 

In this skirmish, as I afterward learned, 7 of the enemy were killed 
and several wounded. The casualties on our side were trivial, 2 men 
only being slightly wounded ] August Selzer, private of Company I, in 
the left side, and Lorin Ballard, private of Company K, in the left 
wrist. 

Twice during the day the enemy attempted to drive us from our posi- 
tion with shell, round shot, and musketry. The position was main- 
tained until relieved the next morning by the Forty-eighth Eegiment 
Ohio Volunteers. The night was severely cold, and my men, being 
still wot with the previous night’s rain and without fire, endured much 
suffering. 
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On l»eing relieved on the morning of the Slst this regiment returned 
to their old camping ground and rested for the day, excepting two com- 
panies which were detailed to work on the fortifications. 

On the n- —’--'7 .^rnuary 1, 1863, this regiment relieved the Forty- 
eighth 01 \ ■ . • - . • - , taking the same position on the extreme right. 

Nothing of importance occurred during the day, except another attempt 
on the part of the enemy to shell us out of our position about sundown. 
About 7 p. m. I received an order from you to prepare to withdraw the 
regiment and our pickets at 2.30 a. m. the next morning, and prepOTa- 
tions were made accordingly. One company and a half was detailed 
and sent to assist the quartermaster in getting all stores aboard of the 
boat for embarking. At 1.30 on the Tno’^ning of the 2d instant I re- 
ceived noTiec from Colonel Warner, of . h* f Jov hundred and eighth Illi- 
nois Volunteers, that he had withdrawn his pickets and would be ready 
to march to the rear in twenty minutes. This was anticipattng my 
movements at least three-quarters of an hour and left this regiment in 
an exposed and dangerous position, giving the enemy an opportunity of 
flanking us and getting into our rear. Luckily, however, the enemy 
were uuapprised of our movements. Witli"iil .'..iliiig for the hour set 
by you I deemed it important to withdraw im which was done 

successfully, leaving none behind save the enemy, thus successfully pro- 
Ici Cl !he retreat of the whole army. This regiment was aboard the 

I ..ii.l ready to embark at 5.30 a. m., excepting one company, which 

was left about a mile in front of the boats as pickets. 

In speaking of the officers and men of my command, with but one 
single exception, I am happy to say all acted bravely and well. Lieut. 
Col. L. D. Martin, amid all dangers, was always prompt and ready to 
assist me in my duties, giving advice, and in the execution of commands. 
Duty compels me to notice and report in general terms the misconduct 
of Maj. S. W. Horton, who, under the pretense of sickness, absented 
himself from the field of action during the whole of the contest save 
once, and then, upon the bursting of a shell from the enemy in the vicin- 
ity of the regiment, put spurs to his horse and lodged himself upon the 
boat out of all danger. I hope to have the pleasure of forwarding his 
resignation, as I think he has become satisfied that he is not qualified 
for the service ; at least such is the conviction of the officers and men 
of my command. To my adjutant I am much indebted, except during 
the time he was called to perform services under your immediate com- 
mand. He was brave, discreet, and energetic in the discharge of all 
duties assigned to him, acting both in the capacity of major and adju- 
tant. I deem it my duty to mention favorably the officers who com- 
manded companies during the recent battle, to wit: First Lieut. K. H. 
Wood, of Company A; Capt. J. G. Buchanan, of Company B; Acting 
Lieut. P. Henry Pentzer, of Company C, which company was entirely 
without commissioned offleers present; Capt. James W. Wiener, of 
Company D; Captain Denman, of Company E; Captain Welch, of 
Company F ; Capt. John Trible, of Company G ; First Lieut. James 
M. Ervin, in command of Company H ; Capt. William Achenbach, of 
Company I, and Captain Slaten, of Company K ; also Sergt. [George 
D.] Armstrong, acting lieutenant of Company B; Sergt. [James H.] 
Harrell, acting lieutenant of Company C; Lieutenant Dulgar, of Com- 
pany D; J.iciMemmi Harding, of Company B; Lieutenants Bolt and 
Kay, of Company F; Lieutenant Davis, of Company G; Lieutenants 
Howard and Campbell, of Company I, and also Lientenant Archer, of 
Company K. 

Bespecting those officers who were absent from the field of action, 
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some of whom have never been of service to the Government and seem 
to think more of tbeir own comfort than the good of their men and the 
cause for which they entered the field, I would most earnestly recom- 
mend that measures be taken to supply their places with those who are 
present, attentive to duties, and fear not to meet the enemy. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. S. EUTHEEFOED, 

Colonel, Comdg, Ninety-seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 
Col. W. J. Landram, 

Oomdg, 3d Brig,y Biv.y Bight Wing, Army of the Tenn. 


ISTo. 8. 

Report of Col. Giles A. Smith, JEighth Missouri Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade, Second Division, of assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Secoistd Division, 

Eight Wing, Thirteenth Army Corps, 

January 5, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by 
the First Brigade, Second Division, right wing. Thirteenth Army 
Corps, in the engagement of December 29, at the bayou near Vicks- 
burg, Miss. ; 

Early in the morning of Monday, December 29, I was ordered by 
Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith to have the First Brigade in readiness to cross 
the bayou and gain the hills on the opposite side. Having on the day 
previous, in company with Lieutenant-Colonel Blood, commanding Sixth 
Missouri Volunteers, personally reconnoitered the- crossing, I found, 
with the exception of some fallen timber close down to the bank, a com- 
paratively dry and unobstructed crossing until the opposite bank was 
gained, which was found to be from 20 to 25 feet high and very steep. 
Behind this bank, or levee as it proved to be, were the enemy so securely 
posted that their existence there in force was not known until the cross- 
ing commenced. Behind were guns planted to rake the pass, which 
was from 60 to 80 yards in length and only wide enough for a regiment 
to march by the fliank. 

The Thirteenth XJ. S. Infantry, Major Chase commanding, and one 
regiment (the Fifty-seventh Ohio) from General Stuart’s brigade were 
deployed close down to the bank as sharpshooters, under cover of whose 
fire the crossing was to be made. One company of the Sixth Missouri, 
with a working party of 20 men, were ordered to cross and try to con- 
struct a road up the bank. Company F, Captain Boutell commanding, 
volunteered for this purpose. Captain Buck, of Company K, also vol- 
unteered to take charge of the working party. 

As soon as this was effected the Sixth Missouri, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blood commanding, was to cross. When they gained the opposite bank 
the Eighth Missouri, Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman edmmanding, was to 
follow; then the One hundred and sixteenth. Illinois, Colonel Tupper 
commanding after which the Thirteenth 17. S. Infantry. At the signal 
for crossing, which was heavy firing from General Morgan^s division 
(which was to cross at the same time about three-quarters of a mile to 
our left). Company F, with the working party, crossed, but found the 
only effective service they could render was to dig through the bank, 
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which work they immediately commeuced. T now discovered a narrow, 
winding path up the opposite hank about 100 yards to the left and suf- 
ficiently wide for 2 men to march abreast. I immediately ordered the 
Sixth to cross, which they did in fine style under a heavy fire. They 
formed under the opposite bank, where they were comparatively safe 
from the enemy^s fire. They continued to occupy this position while 
the working party were trying to get through the bank. 

The enemy were now being heavily re-enforced. A battery of four 
guns was placed not over 40 yards from where we were digging through 
the levee, and at dark we still had but the narrow path to go up the 
bank, the opposite side of which was defended by as many men as could 
be effectively placed behind it, with several regiments lying flat on the 
ground about 50 yards to the rear. To attempt a charge up such a de- 
fended position in two ranks I considered utterly inprncticnblo. I there- 
fore deployed the Eighth Missouri to >1.’onglh,‘ii the Thirteenth XT. 8. 
Infantryand Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteers as sharpshooters, and ordered 
Lieutenant-Oolonel Blood to recross, which, under cover of the dark- 
ness, but through heavy firing, he soon accomplished. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel Blood, of the Sixth Missouri, together with all his 
officers and men (with the exception of the commissioned officers of 
Company E, who deserted their company, which was gallantly led by 
Second Sergt. John F. Bailey), displayed the most gallant conduct 
throughout the whole affair. Lieutenant-Colonel Blood, although con- 
siderably injured in the breast by a spent ball, and r(‘riui: ing the assist- 
ance of 2 n ■■ 1 him along, remained in command of his regimeiit. 

Captain W Company F, who crossed with the first company, 

r,n<l Captain Buck, Company K, in charge of party, and Lieutenant 
, Company — , are entitled to great praise for the gallantry dis- 
played in leading ov^r the first company and working party. Tho Thir- 
teeuth XJ. S. Infantry, Major Chase commanding, also did good service 
as sharpshooters, ‘The Eighth Missouri and One hundred and sixteenth 
Illinois were also at their posts doing whatever they could from their 
position to keep the enemy from raising sufficiently to shoot over at 
our men. 

Herewith is a full list of casualties.^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GILES A. SMITH, 

Colonel Mghth Missouri Voh Infty.j Oomdg. First Brig. 


Ho. 9. 

Report of Brig, Qert. David Stuart^ U, S. Army^ commanding Fourth Bri- 
gade and Second Division^ of operations Decemler 2C, ISiS'^-Jamiary 3, 
1863. 

HEAPQXJABrEUS FOURTH BbIG-ABE, SeOONE DIVISION, 

EiaHT WiNd, Thirteenth Army Corps, 

^ In the Fields January 1 [?], 1803. 

Major : I have the honor to report the operations of the Fourth 
Brigade, Second Division, right wingj and of the Second Division for 
the few hours the command devolved on me after General M. L. Smith 
was disabled: 

I debarked at Johnson^s plantation, on the Yazoo, in the afternoon of 
* Embodied in revised statement, p. 625. 
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Friday, December 2C, and inarclied my brigade out about 1-;^ miles on 
tbe Vicksburg road, taking position in line on the right of General 
Blair’s brigade, where we bivouacked. 

In tbe morning (27th) we followed Blair’s biiga.h- 1*11 v-.e were halted 
in his rear at the open field, which is in fro’;= vsa.ioi -General Sher- 
man’s Iieadciiiarters. After an hour’s delay I was ordered by General 
Smith to send a regiment to reconnoiter the woods on the right of the 
open field. I sent the Fifty-fifth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel JMalinborg 
commanding, accompanied by the Fifty-eighth Ohio, of General Blair’s 
brigade. They crossed a b^you near at hand on a fallen tree, swim- 
ming their horses across, and soon encountered the enemy’s skirmishers 
in force of from 300 to 500, as reported to me. I crossed the remaining 
regiments of the brigade at once, and rapidly advanced to the point of 
the heaviest firing. Before reaching it our advanced regiments had 
driven the enemy across the large bayou now in our front. They 
crossed at a narrow and difficult ford or pass. TJp.'‘n ron Av. ng the brink 
of the bayou our troops were received by aver;v li. <»\y \ ollr^ of mus- 
ketry from a line of rifle-pits constructed along the levee on the oppo- 
site shore. Their fire was promptly returned, and, taking cover in the 
abatis, a sharp fire was kept up I ill dark. 

Eeconnoitering at ii'g!-’ * an old ford which the enemy had 

obstructed along the steei> descent of the bank by felling heavy trees 
which formed an impassable or.tanglemont. On the opposite shore the 
bank was near if not quite 2(» \W\ Isigh and deeply underworn by the 
water. The only way of ascending the steep was a badly obstructed 
and narrow path, the enemy on the left of it from their rifle-pits com- 
manding it perfectly so as to drop every man who attempted to ascend 
it as fast as he appeared. Opposite this ford they planted a battery. I 
employed a working party under Captain White, of the One hundred 
and sixteenth Illinois, to clear away the most of the timber and ob- 
structions lending to the ford, and, to cover their operations, kept up a 
fire of the on the bank of the bayou, and opened at 4 a. m. 

with Captain Barrett’s (Company A) Chicago Battery. The enemy 
replied from two batteries iuid b\ their sharpshooters from the rifle- 
pits. 

Before sunrise a large proportion of the obstructions were removed, 
but nearer the foot of the hill it was impossible to continue the work. 
Early in the morning I reported the condition of things to Brig. Gen. 
M. L. Smith, commanding the division, who ordered me to refer to 
Major-General Sherman for further orders. General Sherman ordered 
me to keep the enemy occupied and make ■ . ■ ' ^ to cross simul- 
taneously with General Morgan’s advanc* . I reported his 

orders to General Smith, who immediately went out himself to the 
place. He was severely wounded by a rifle-ball front the pits soon after 
coming on the field, and I assumed, by General Sherman’s order, tem- 
porary command of the division about 8 o’clock in the morning. The 
demonstrations in the front were so formidable that I at once ordered 
forward the First Brigade, with Company A, Chicago Battery, and the 
four 20-poander Parrott guns, commanded by Lieutenant Hart. 

Col. Giles Smith commanded the First Brigade and Col. T. Kilby 
Smith, Fifty-fourth Ohio, the Fourth. I communicated to these officers 
General Sherman’s orders and charged Colonel Smith, Fifty-fourth 
Ohio, specially with the duty of clearing away the road to the crossing 
and getting it into the best condition for effecting our crossing that he 
possibly could. The work was vigorously pressed under his immediate 
supervision and orders, and he devoted himself to it with as much en- 
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ergy and activity as any living man could employ. It had to be prose- 
cuted under the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, protected as well as 
the men might be by our skirmishers on the bank, who were ordered 
to keep up so vigorous a fire that the enemy should not dare to lift 
their heads above their rine-pit'*; but the enemy, and especially their 
armed negroes, did dare to rise and fire, and did serious execution upon 
our men, 

I received a message from General Sherman, verbally, that General 
Morgan was crossing and to push my force across if possible. I or- 
dered Colonel Smith (Fifty-fourth Ohio) to commence the cro'ising of 
his brigade at every hazard. He placed his ownregimenti riri\-ionnli 
Ohio) in the advance, and had them in the roadway descending the hill, 
when Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith appeared on the ground to assume com- 
mand of the division by Major-General Sherman’s orders. 

I gave General Smith every information in my possession as to the 
relative positions of both forces and their defenses, and advised him 
that I considered the crossing as utterly impracticable at that point 
in face of the enemy’s defenses ; that while we might (but not without 
considerable and perhaps serious loss) gain the opposite shore we could 
not possibly ascend the bank. After General Smith assumed the com- 
mand he ordered the work to be resumed in the roadway to clear off 
the obstructions still farther. Under fire of the battery and the skir- 
mishers I set a party of 30 men, with officers (from the Fifty-fourth 
Ohio), at work. It was by this time well down near the foot of the 
steep, in view of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and the first man who struck 
an ax into a tree was shot dead. At almost the same moment a shell 
from one of our batteries exploded prematurely, killing 3 men in the 
roadway and wounding some others. Two other shells from the same 
guns prematurely exploded in the same manner. The men swore ter- 
ribly but did not seem dismayed, nor did they leave their ground till 
they were retired by General Smith’s order. He desired to make a 
personal reconnaissance of the ground in our front, and our operations 
for the day were suspended. It was near sunset. 

The Fourth Brigade had alone, of all the troops in the division, been 
engaged as skirmishers, as pickets, and working parties from the time 
we had debarked, and were fatigued. 

The next morning (Monday) General Smith ordered the First Brigade 
forward to relieve it. Since that time I have kept the brigade actively 
employed night and day on our defenses, furnishing one regiment (the 
One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois) as a working party on the 
roads to our rear. The First Brigade, after Monday, was withdrawn 
for a contemplated expedition, and did not return till wo were withdrawn 
from the field. 

The unhappy fate of the lieutenant-colonel commanding the Fifty- 
eighth Oho (who fell subsequently in the assault on our left) makes it 
my duty, as it would otherwise have been my pleasnro> to testify to his 
high qualities as a soldier and his dauntless personal courage, which 
were conspicuous in the advance on ihe bayou on Saturday. The regi- 
ment behaved splendidly. 

Ool. T. Kilby Smith, of the Fifty -fourth Ohio (who succeeded to the 
command of the Fourth Brigade after 1 assumed that of the division), 
performed every duty with activity, intclligenco, and directness most 
marked. Ho was swiftly in every parr of rlie lield executing my orders, 
and was tireless in his zeal, enterprise, and devotion. I was sincerely 
grateful to him. 

Unsuccessful though our attempt W’as, it proved our men to be all wa 
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had hoped of them. There was no skulking timidity displayed and no 
racing to the rear. 

I received Major-General Sherman’s orders on the evening of January 
2 to withdraw my brigade and march it to the boats that night. By 
10 o’clock all our artillery was withdrawn. The infantry was quietly 
marched. I remained at the ford of the bayou till 5 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, with two companies of the Fifty-seventh Ohio (under Colonel Bice) 
as a rear guard, when I withdrew them, and reached the landing about 
sunrise. 

The casualties in the brigade were 11 killed, 40 wounded, and 4 miss- 
ing j aggregate, 65. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. STUART, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

J. H. Hammond, 

Major cmd Assiata/nt Adjutant- General. 


ISTo. 10. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. George W. Morgan^ XJ. 8. Army^ commanding Third 
Division^ of operations December 26-29, 1862. 

Hdqes. Third Hrv., Eight Wing, 13th Army Corps, 

In Meld in front of OhicTcasaw Bluffs^ Miss.j January 1, 1863. 

Sib: On the 26th ultimo, in obedience to the orders of Major-Gteneral 
Sherman, this division effected a landing above Johnson’s and in front 
of Lake’s plantations, on Chickasaw Bayou. 

Without awaiting the disembarkation of my artillery 1 directed 
Colonel De Oourcy to push forward land make a reconnaissance in front 
for the distance of IJ miles. JSTear Blake’s [Lake’s], De Oourcy discov- 
ered a portion of the enemy and threw forward his skirmishers to feel 
him. On learning that he had artillery, De Oourcy, having effected his 
reconnaissance, prudently retired. 

On the following morning I advanced with my division toward Lake’s, 
where I found the enemy in considerable force. Anxious to effect the 
reconnaissance in a difficult and complicated field I delayed the attack 
as long as propriety justified, but finally ordered De Oourcy to advance 
and drive the enemy from his ;■ '-sli- = . which was strong. I ordered 
up in rapid succession the brigades of Colonels Lindsey and Sheldon, 
with the batteries of Poster and Lanphere. The attack was spirited 
and the defense stubborn j but after a contest of two hours the enemy 
was driven to his strongholds amid the Chickasaw Bluffs, which he 
succeeded in gnming at a considerable loss of killed and wounded. 
We buried his dv iul upon the field, but, with the exception of a dozen 
of desperate cases, he conveyed his wounded from the field. The 
enemy had now been driven IJ miles, and night coming on we biv- 
ouacked on the field. 

By order of the commander-in-chief Steele’s division was to attack 
the enemy’s extreme ri^ht, while my division assailed his center, and 
the^First and Second Divisions were to attack his left. Unfortunately 
Steele became involved in a maze of bayous and lagoons, and a day 
was thus lost. 
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On thf mornin" of the -9tli the. commanding general directed that the 
attack .'Ic'.iih! 'iMii.-I. and upon the enemy’s center, by my division, 
re-enforced by that of Steele. I had the honor to submit my plan of 
attack, which was approved by General Sherman, and upon a general 
volley of the artillery of my division a general attack was to bo made. 
I had directed Captain Patterson, engineer, to throw over the advanced 
bayou in front of the enemy’s position a pontoon before daybreak on 
the morning of the 29tli ultimo. By a fatal mistake he bridged a rear 
bayou. 

At daybreak, in company with Colonel Lindsey, I went to the right 
front to reconnoiter. The bayou was deep and about 8 [80] feet wide, but 
the bluffs directly beyond were without defenses, the enemy regarding 

the passage of the bayou at that point as i-!!. a’h . 1 was inlbrnied 

that the bayou would be bridged in two hours, and, in obedience to the 
order of the commar T-;.. m ■ the previous day, I directed Brig. 

Gen. F. P. Blair, of • ' ■n, to cross the bayou on my left and 

make a reconnaissance of the ground in his front and hold himself in 
readiness to advance to the assault with his brigade. I determined to 
advance in parallel columns. 

Informed of the desire of General Sherman that the assault, should 
be promptly made, and appreciating the immense difficulties by which 
he was surrounded, 1 directed the troops to be massed, and ordered 
the signal volley to be fired. The brigades of Be Courcy and Blair 
advanced in splendid style, followed by Brigadier-General Thayer 
with one regimen., li.e balance of his brig.ule having been diverted by 
mistake. The charge was grand, and iii.* soldiers, after having 

marched -a distance of three-quarters of a mile over fallen timber ex- 
posed to a destructive fire from the enemy’s trenches and batteries, 
succeeded in reaching his second line ; but here they wore exposed to 
such a wi'-horug fir ' that Colonel Be Courcy ordered his brigade to 
retire, an i iln- of Blair and Thayer fell back with them. FTevor 

did soldiers bear themselves with cooler intrepidity. 

Before firing the signal of attack I had ordered Colonel Lindsey, with 
his brigade, that of Sheldon, and two regiments of Thayer’s brigade, to 
advance to the assault by turning Chickasaw Bayou on the right, in 
the event that the ponloc.i was not yet thrown over. This command was 
not executed, and hiudM'y rejiresented it to bo im]>(>.ssible. as the nar- 
row point indicated 'on the right for the crossing was covered by a 
masked battery. Had the command of Lindsey or the corps ol' a! J. 
Smith advanced as contemplated the total rout of the Confederate Army 
would have been complete. 

To my brigade, regimental, and battery commanders and to my per- 
sonal staff I am happy to exi -r i y i.r-i'’onn.l acknowledgments. In 
fricl e\» r\ .';fficer and soldier i- ■ * I in a manner worthy of 

liis- cini.-c foi‘ which we fight. 

It is worthy of note that Be Courcy’s entire brigade brought back 
their colors, though the flag of the Sixteenth Ohio was shot to tatters, 
only shreds remaining on the staff ; and the flag of the Twenty-second 
Kentucky wa« scarcely less torn and not less dripping with blood. 

• The loss of my division proper was 876, that of General Blair was 0 .0, 
and that of the regiment of General Thayer’s brigade was 111, in killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. GEOEGE W. MOEGAN, 

Brigadier- General, 

Maj. J. H. Hammond, OM^ of Staff. 
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Hdqrs. 3d D1Y.5 Wing, 13th Army Corps, 

Steamer Umpress^ January 3, 1863. 

Sib : On the 1st instant, while pressed by many arduous duties, I 
was requested to report to the coinniaiiding- general the operations of 
my division during the affair of the i57th, the action of the 28tb, and 
the battle of the 29th ultimo. I had not received the reports of subor- 
dinate commanders nor had I time to review the report I had the honor 
to submit. Herewith I have the honor to forward those reports, con- 
nected with which I will submit a few remarks. 

Brigadier-General Blair speaks of having discovered while on his re- 
treat from the enemy’s works a broad and easy road running from the 
left of my position to the enemy’s lines. The road is neither broad nor 
easy, and was advanced over by De Courcy when leading his brigade 
to tbe charge. The road General Blair speaks of is the one running 
from Lake’s Landing and intersecting with the Vicksburg road on the 
Chickasaw Bluffs. Its existence was. known to me on the 28th ultimo, 
but it was left open intentionally by the enemy, and was commanded 
by a direct and cross-fire from batteries and rifle-pits. The withdrawal 
of hi- ■ l i .'•h from the assault by Colonel De Courcy was justified by 
the ..i !■. the corps of A. J. Smith and the command of Colonel 

Lind'^oy to advance simultaneously to the assault. Both had the same 
di]jiciiiru‘s to encounter — impassable bayous. 

The enemy’s line of battle was concave, and De Courcy advanced 
against his center 5 hence he sustained a concentric fire; and the with- 
drawal of Steele from the front of the enemy’s right, on the 28th ultimo, 
enabled the enemy on the following day to concentrate his right upon 
his center. 

1 regret to find from the report of Brigadier-General Thayer some 
one ■.{■gi'.'Cid skulked. This I did not observe, nor is it mentioned by 
Gem \i\\ Uljis. though his were the troops which occupied that portion 
of the field. As far as my observation extended the troops bore them- 
selves nobly; but the Sixteenth Ohio Infantry was peerless on the field, 
as it ever has been in the camp or on the march. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kershuer, commanding, was wounded and taken prisoner. He is an 
officer of rare merit and deserves to command a brigade. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dister, commanding the Fifty-eighth Ohio, was killed within 
the enemy’s works, and Lieutenant-Colonel Monroe, Twenty-second 
Kentucky, was struck down at the head of his regiment. 

I again ex])rcss my profound acknowledgnieiils to Brigadier-Generals 
Blair and Thayer, and Oolonehs De Courcy, Lindsey, and Sheldon, bri- 
gade commanders; also to J\Jaj. M. 0. Garber, ipurli i-oi.i-icr; 

Capt. S. S. Lyon, acting topographical eiiginct 1 , l.i, jmv «iadi l^iiidicL, 
acting ordnance officer; Lieutenant Hutchins, acting commissary of 
subsistence; Lieuts. H. G. Fisher and Smith, of the Signal Corps; 
Lieut. E. D. Saunders, my acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieu- 
tenants English jiudM.ailgomery, acting aides-de-camp, Lor the efficient 
services rendered me. 2s or caii I close this report without speaking in 
terms of iVigh |‘rin<e of the meritorious and gallant services of Captains 
Foster and Lanphere. Their batteries silenced several of the enemy’s 
works and throughout the oporat ions rendered good service. My sincere 
acknowledgments are also due to Captain Griffiths, commanding First 
low;'. Battery, and Captain Hoffmann, commanding Fourth Ohio Battery. 

I am, sir, very rcs})ectfullv, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE W. MORGAjr, 

Brigadier- General of Volmte^s, 

M£(j. J. H. Hammond, OMef of Staff. 
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Sir : Anxious to comply with your repeated orders, written and ver- 
bal, on December 31, 1862, and January 1, 1863, that my report, how- 
ever, brief, shotdd be at once made out, as the commanding general 
desired to forward his reports, I gave a general outline of the events of 
December 28 and 29, so liar as they occurred within my command ; and 
in connection with Colonel Lindsey’s report I have now to add that, at 
2 p. m. of the 29th ultimo. Captain Patterson, engine."-, i l..- d in the 
water and floored six boats ; but they did not extend i ■' i i of the 
way across the bayou. In all there were eight boats provided, but two 
of them were so leaky they immediately filled and sank. 

At 3.30 p. m. of that day, convinced that to renew the assault irom 
the center would be but to doom the charging column to certain destruc- 
tion, I directed Colonel Lindsey to cease his attempts to build a bridge, 
until further orders. In obedience to orders from General Sherman I 
caused all of the boats to be withdrawn during the night, that they 
might be sent to the troops on my right, and by whom the bayou was, 
as I understood, to be crossed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE W. MORGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


No. 11. 

K^ort of Copt Oharles S. Lmpihere, Battery G, First Michigan Light 
Artillery, of operations December 26-30, 1862. 

Headquarters Lanphebb’s Battery, 

Yazoo Biver, Miss., Jantiary 1, 1863. 

Libtttbnant : I have the honor to submit the tbllowing report : 

My battery was disembarked on the evening of Eriday, the 26th ul- 
timo, on the south bank of the Yazoo River, some 20 miles from the 
month. 

On Saturday, the 27th ultimo, moved forward in a southeasterly di- 
rection with the Second Brigade at 1 p. m. The column, moving very 
slowly, had only marched about 2^ miles at sunset, at which time hear- 
ing sharp skirmishing in the front the column halted. The firing con- 
tinuing brisk I moved the battery into a field 100 yards to the right of 
the road and put my guns into position commanding the opposite side 
of the lagoon upon the left of the road, from which i)oint the enemy’s 
fire seemed most severe. Skirmishing ceasing at dark J was ordered 
by General Morgan to bivouac for the night where we were. 

Sunday, 28th. — ^Received orders from General Morgan at daylight to 
report in person to Colonel De Courcy, commanding Third Brigade. I 
did so at once, and was ordered to bring the battery forward immedi- 
ately, We advanced about 500 yards and took a position on the right 
of but near the road, and not over 400 yards from heavy timber in front, 
from which the enemy commenced a brisk fire of musketry tipou us. 

Immediately upon our getting into position the battery commenced 
firing, and from this point kept up a rapid fire for nearly two hours. 
Our fire from this position was less effective than it would have been 
had it not been for a lagoon at the edge of the woods, upon the opposite 
bank of which there was a low levee which prevented the depressing 
of our guns as much as was desired. I was now ordered to fire slower 
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At 9 a. m. I sent three caissons to the rear for ammunition. At this 
point I had 5 men wounded and 4 or 5 horses disabled. About 10 
o’clock, the enemy having evidently retired a little, I received orders 
from Colonel De Oouroy to limber up and advance. After moving 
down into the road (which at this i)oint was very narrow) I advanced 
my right piece into the woods under a most galling fire, a little to the 
left and some 500 yards to the front of our old position. The gun was 
worked here nearly an hour in the very face of the enemy and with 
great effect. At the same time one of the enemy’s batteries having been 
discovered on a hill well off to the left I put my left gun in position 
and made an effort to reach it, but, the distance being too great, after 
firing a few shots the gun was ordered to cease firing. 

I was now ordered (11 a. m.) to advance the battery again, which I 
did as rapidly as possible not only under a terrible fire of musketry, 
but of artillery, the enemy’s batteries having now opened upon us. I 
now secured a good position, one not only commanding the enemy’s 
rifle-pits but all of their batteries, except two on our extreme left. In 
this i)Osition the battery was worked until night, silencing several of 
their batteries. 

It was with great difficulty that my ammunition could be brought 
forward fast enough to supply the limbers, and at night it was ascer- 
tained that I had only some 40 rounds of shell to the gun left. Three 
men wounded this afternoon and 2 horses killed. My men were com- 
pletely exhausted, not having had time to refresh themselves with food 
or rest during the day. 

Monday, 29th. — It was discovered this morning that the enemy had 
planted several new batteries during the night, one of them directly in 
our front in which we could see two brass pieces. Their fire was drawn 
early this morning and replied to with moderation, as I had been ordered 
to make my ammunition go as far as possible. The new battery alluded 
to above we silenced early in the morning by exploding their caisson 
or limber-chest, disabling both guns. At 12 o’clock my last round of 
ammunition was expended j and having expended 335 rounds to each 
gun since Sunday morning I was ordered to retire from the field. 

I had 3 men wounded this day, 1 of them it is supposed mortally ; 
also 2 or 3 horses disabled. It gives ’me much pleasure to be able to 
say that my men behaved themselves witli great bravery, never falter- 
ing when under the most gallin i fire, and many of them actually stand- 
ing at their posts until they iV-ll irnni sheer exhaustion, and several that 
were wounded (not severely) wished to return to their posts after their 
wounds were dressed. 

1 cannot mention individual cases of bravery without seeming injus- 
tice to others. I cannot speak too highly of Lieutenants Wilder, Still- 
man, and Conkling for thei]*proinptnos.s in carrying into execution every 
command received and their oiiiire disregard of all personal danger. 

On Sunday a large limb (cut by a camion shot) fell, striking Lieu- 
tenant Stillman across the breast and carrjing him instantly to the 
ground, I was standing near him at the time, and supposed from the 
size of the limh that it must have crushed hi^s breast. The bruise was 
a severe one, but within twenty minutes I again saw him at his post, 

Non-com missioned officers (both sergeants and corporals) behaved 
themselves with the greatest gallantry. Sergeant Lewis was taken sick 
early on Sunday, and was obliged to retire to the rear. With the ex- 
ception of oue (J. W. McDonald), who has a piece of* a shell in one of 

41 ^ B— ypL ;xvn 
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Ms lungs, and it is thought cannot recover, my Avounded are doing 
well, and three or four of them will be able to do duty again in a few 
days. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ , 0. H. LANPHEEE, 

Captain, Commanding Lanpher^a Battery, Michigan Artillery. 

Lieut. E. D. Sattndbes, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 

Third Division^ Bight Wing, Thirteenth Army Corps. 


So. 12 . 

Report of Capt. Jaeoh T. Foster, First Wisconsin Battery, of operations 
December 2^29, 1862. 

BtoQES. Eostee’s First Wisconsin Battery, 

December 31, 1862. 

Dear Sir : I herewith submit the following report of our march from 
the Yazoo Eiver, at a point about 20 miles from its mouth, where it 
enters the Mississippi Eiver: ' 

On the morning of the 26th we disembarked and put ourselves in con- 
dition for any emergency. Our ammunition was carefully packed and 
examined. At 4 o’clock in the afternoon, hearing a heavy fire in our 
front, we drew up in battery and remained there during the night, every 
man at Lis post. 

December 27.— This morning we were ordered to report to Colonel 
De Courcy and immediately received orders from him to advance. We 
then marched in column through the woods into the field southwest of 
the point of disembarkation and formed in line at double intervals, ad- 
vancing through the scattered trees, between logs, and through bayous 
until arriving near the house of Mrs. Lake, where we halted and formed 
iu battery, expecting the enemy on our left. We remained at this point 
nearly two hours, after which we formed into column and moved for- 
ward and to the left on the bank -of a bayou, known as Chickasaw Bayou, 
p,i'=.ing Afrs. Lake’.s house on our right, where we formed in battery, 
end iiciurc we had completed the movement were fired upon by sharp- 
shooters from behind a levee thrown uj) on the 0 ])])osite side of a bayou 
to our left and front. This occurred at 4.30 p. m. The firing now in- 
creased and became galling, as it was directed almost entirely on the , 
battery, the enemy being completely sheltered by trees and the levee 
iu their front. Here we fired in almo.st all directions except to the rear, 
until the enemy, emboldened by the little injury they sustained, showed 
their heads above tlie levee and .showerod their bullets upon us like rain. 
ITav’ug learned of their position, we ojrened the whole battery upon 
ilt. tu viih short-time fuse, which seemed to somewhat distract them ; 
but in a few minutes they were shooting at us as rapidly as ever and 
with much effect. We then opened with canister at short range, and in 
a very few minutes swept the ground clean and caused them to cease 
firing and retreat. 

In this engagement we had 3 men wounded, 3 mortally, who died on 
the 29th, and 4 horses shot and rendered unfit for service. Wc re- 
mained there until dark, when we moved to the right and rear about 
400 yards and bivouacked for the night, the men remaining actually at 
their posts, eqvupments in hand, and ready at any moment. 
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December 28. — This morning we moved into a work which had been 
thrown up during the night by the Forty-second Ohio on the ground 
which we occupied the evening previous, and where we remained until 
10 a. m., when we were ordered forward in front of the levee and lagoon 
‘ before mentioned and where there was not sufficient room to work 
our i^ieces. Lieutenant Webster then went forward and to the right 
about 400 yards, sheltered by the woods, while Lieutenants Nutting and 
Hackett and myself remained with the four pieces, intending to silence 
a battery which was playing upon us severely at that time and seemed 
to have the range perfectly. Here the bursting of shells, the crashing 
of trees, the thunder of our own guns, and the showering of bullets 
seemed enough almost to drive us back, but bravely did our men stand 
their ground, and although many of them were knocked down, strange 
to say none were hurt, but several were severely shocked for a moment. 
Lieutenant Nutting had a shell to burst in the ground about 2 feet under 
him, raising him several feet into the air and r'jMph-.'rly stunning him 
for several minutes without otherwise injuring him. We continued fir- 
ing at the battery until we silenced it, or at least it ceased firing. The 
remainder of the battery then moved forward and formed in battery on 
the left of Lieutenant Webster, who commanded the right section. At 
this point we fired several rounds, when, night coming on, the noise of 
the battle cease'd and all was silent but an occasional musket-shot. 

December 20. — The cannonading was opened at 7.30 a. m. and was 
truly terrific to us. Shell after shell burst among us and in the air just 
in front, sending in our midst a hail-storm of bursting shell. At this 
moment it seemed as if all of their artillery fire was concentrated upon 
my battery, and continued until about 10 a. m., at which time, not hav- 
ing silenced us, they turned their guns on different parts of the field. 
During this part of the firing one of the enemy^s caissons was blown up, 
the rear chests of another shot off, and the hind wheel of a third shot 
from its axle, and such a hot fire was directed upon the latter caisson 
that they could or did not remove it until after night of the same day. 
At the time of the charge upon the enemy we discovered that on our 
right there seemed to come from some canebrakes a galling fire ux^on 
our men, when I directed one piece to fire with short-time fuse upon the 
clump of brakes, which had good effect, seeming to drive them out by 
the hundred. We continued firing until none came out, and ceased at 
the time of the repulse. 

Too high praise cannot be said of the conduct of my command, of 
their coolness and bravery. The gunners were particularly self-pos- 
sessed, always running in front of their guns to sco ilie result of their 
shot, the smoke obscuring the enemy after eiich discharge. 

I omitted to mention that early in the engagement of the second day 
the vent of one of my pieces burned and partially blew out, rendering 
it unsafe to use only by tiring very slowly. During the three days we 
were engaged we used 2,380 rounds of ammunition. 

The condition of my men is such that they will soon be ready to enter 
the field, but are at present much exhausted. This could not be other- 
wise expected, as the guns were handled as rapidly as light artillery, 
whereas they are in fact siege pieces, and should have at least 176 men 
to maneuver them. 

Trusting hereafter we may have better success, I am, most respect- 
fully, yours, 

JACOB T. FOSTBB, 
OwptaAn First Wisconsin Battery. 

Lieut. E. D. Saxtio)bbs^ 

Acting AiyutcmP General. 
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No. 13. 

Beport of Ool. Lionel A. Sheldon, Mf 'ii n d Ohio Infantry, command- 

ing Mrst Brigade, of operations December 27-30, 1862. 

Headquarters First Brig-ade, Third Division, 

December 31, 1862. 

Sir: I beg leave to make the following report as to the operations of 
my brigade since lon'nng the boats : 

About 2 p. m. or tin- 27ili instant two of my regiments, to wit, the 
Sixty -ninth Indiana and One hundred and twentieth Ohio (the One hun- 
dred and (‘igiii couth Illinois having been detached to guard the boats), 
moved from the point of debarkation in rear of Lindsey’s brigade to 
the corn field on Mrs. Lake’s plantation. At about 10 o’clock the next 
day I moved the Sixty-ninth to the white house and the One hundred 
and twentieth to the bayou about 1 mile below. About noon I was or- 
dered to bring up the One hundred and twentieth and take position in 
rear of Lindsey. I immediately moved forward and came up with Lind- 
sey a little in advance of and to the right of the point where a section 
of Foster’s battery was engaged with a battery of the enemy. There I 
remained some twenty minutes under a storm of shells^ but received no 
injury. 

Pursuant to orders I then moved the One hundred and twentieth 
across the bayou to the left of De Conroy’s position to support the 
Forty-ninth Indiana; the S:\|.\ ■■'•illi I moved to a position on De 
Courcy’s left, on the right of the bayou. The enemy at this point very 
soon opened on us with infantry, and I advanced two < iiiiiii.ui’v .if lin- 
Sixty-ninth about 150 yards and returned the fire. In ilc- 
which then ensued the Sixty-ninth lost 1 killed and 2 wounded. In the 
mean time I was ordered to cross the bayou to take command of the 
Forty -ninth Indiana and One hundred and twentieth Ohio and make a 
vigorous demonstration on the left to attract attention while De Courcy 
would make a charge in front. I threw forward a line of skirmishers, 
presenting a concave front to the enemy’s works, over which he had his 
Colors hoisted, and opened on him a brisk fire. Then I moved forward 
the Forty-ninth on the right of my position near to the line of skir- 
mishers with its left well advanced and opened a splendid line of fire 
ill pi'ct-ly clo-sc distance. I did not intend to move forward the One 
hundred iiiid twentieth until I had well established the Forty-ninth, 
but being separated from my staff before crossing the bayou I was com- 
pelled to give personal attention to everything, and Colonel French, of 
the One hundred and twentieth, having been previously ordered by 
some one on General Morgan’s staff to advance on the left of the Forty- 
ninth, which fact I did not know, moved up unexpoeiodly to mo and 
opened fire, which disconcerted me in my plans. In advancing simid 
obstacles in line of battle the One hundred and iwcniioth bocamo 
crowded together in the center, and receiving a sharp fire from the en- 
emy for the first time (it being a new regiment) some confusion oc- 
curred ; but through the aid of the faithful and weU-directed efforts of 
Colonel French and Lieutenant-Colonel Spiegel order was soon restored 
and the regiment put into position. The contest was very sharp for 
about thirty minutes, both regiments putting a well-directed fire into 
the enemy’s intrenchments. His flag-staff was shot off and the ad- 
vanced work cleared of its occupants. I continued to advance until 
ronching the edge of the bayou, when the enemy opened on us with 
.slioll and grape, to which we could not reply with any effect. De 
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Oourcy did not charge, as I was informed he would, and I did not deem 
it advisable to do so unsupported. After a contest of some forty-five 
minutes I retire d. lii.\ -i.'-i.dned a loss of 1 captain and 8 privates 
hilled and 53 lum d officers and privates wounded. 

At sunset I was relieved by General Blair, when I took position with 
my brigade on the right of Lindsey and remained for the night. As 
the Forty-ninth has been under my command only at this time I take 
occasion to say here that Colonel Keigwin and his officers and men be- 
haved with great skill and gallantry. 

On the morning of the 29th instant I advanced the Sixty -ninth to 
the front at the point where Captain Patterson was to construct a pon- 
toon bridge, where it remained until noon, when I moved my brigade in 
a position to support Lindsey. The skirmishers of the Sixty-ninth were 
sharply engaged all the forenoon and met with a loss of 1 killed and 5 
wounded. During the forenoon my brigade was subjected to a contin- 
uous storm of shells, but escaped damage r’i At 2 p. m. the 

One hundred and twentieth was moved to the right of De Oourcy and 
advanced to the bayou, where it skirmished all the afternoon and sus- 
tained a loss of 7 wounded. At 9 p. m. it was moved back, leaving a 
heavy line of skirmishers on the bayou. My brigade was shelled all 
night, wounding 2 of the One hundred and twentieth at one explosion. 
I was compelled to change position twice in the night and once during 
the day. 

On the 30th I occupied the front on the right of De Oourcy. Little 
occurred during the day "I'glil '-Ivirmi-hiiig. The night was quiet. 

My two rogbu'^nt** in [hi iis Id nr,* n--w .in.l inexperienced. Colonel 
Bennett, ol i!i<‘ >i\ \-niniIi. and Colonel French, of the One hundred 
and twentieth, have conducted themselves with attentiveness, skill, and 
courage, and officers and men of both have behaved like veterans. 

L. A. SHELDON, 
Oolonely Commanding First Brigade, 

Lieut. E. D. Saundees, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanP General. 


No. 14. 

Report of Copt, Louis Hoffmann, Fourth Ohio Battery, of operations De- 
cember 26-31, 1862. 

Camp at Lake’s, Miss., 

December 31, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to introduce the detailed account of the ac- 
tions of the Independent Battery Ohio Volunteer Light Artillery, under 
my command, during the engagement near the fortifications of Vicks- 
burg, Miss., on December 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31 : 

December 26 at about 3 p. m. the battery landed at Johnson’s farm, 
on the bank of the Yazoo Eiver, and by order directly marched with 
th(^ brigade eastwardly about 2 miles, when the first pickets of the en- 
emy, in strong force, were met and driven back. 

After a rest during the night on the gained ground, at 7 a. m. on De- 
cember 27 the battery, accompanied by the other forces of the brigade, 
marched about 4 miles in a northeasterly direction. Having arrived 
at the edge of the woods, about miles west of Fort Morgan, we met 
the enemy’s artillery a.nd were, attacked by it. Immediately, by order 
of General Blair commanding the brigade, one section of the battery 
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with, two howitzers, and soon afterward the whole battery, was put in 
front of the brigade and fired at the enemy with such good effect that 
his forces were compelled to retire into their fortifications after 80 
shots thrown at the enemy by my battery, which then encamped on said 
gained battle ground during the following night. 

On the morning of the 28th the battery, by order, commenced moving 
forward with the brigade, but soon afterward it was ordered to leave the 
brigade by General JBlair for the support of General "M('rgjin\ division, 
and consequently was detailed to Captain Foster’s artillery battalion of 
said division, with which it remained until 3 p. m. on December 31, and 
then, by order, rejoined your brigade for a secret expedition 

The narrative of the actions of the battery during the engagement, 
when detached to General Morgan’s division, forwarded to Brigadier^ 
General Morgan, is as follows : 

About 3 p* m. on December 28 the battery was stationed opposite 
Fort Morgan and ordered to shell the same. It continued its firing dur- 
ing the afternoon until dark and remained in its position di. ring i In* n*ghr. 

December 29, at 7 a. m., the battery, by order, reopened its firing at 
the fort and continued so, with small interruptions, until 2 p. m. About 
an hour afterward the batteiy was ordered by Colonel Lindsey to sup- 
port him at the right flank of General Morgan’s divisiou. There it was 
exposed to a very heavy fire from the enemy’? artillery and infantry. 
In spire, however, of that heavy firing the battery could not be com- 
pelled to retreat, but on the contrary it gained gwund yard by yard, 
the cannoneers pulling the pieces forward and firing conlinually until 
the battery reached the bank of the bayou Niirioimling the fort, and in 
that position the battery remained until 3 p. m. on December 31, when 
it was ordered to rejoin its brigade for the embarkment with General 
Steele’s division. 

In the above engngomont, near the bayou, 2 cannoneers and 1 horse 
of the battery were slightly wounded. 

The number of projectiles thrown by the battery on said occasion has 
not been ascertained yet. 

In closing this statement I have to add that the officers as well as 
the men under my command by their gallant conduct during the en- 
gagement have again, as on previous occasions, gained for themselves 
the name of brave soldiers. 

I remain, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. HOFFMANN, 

Captain^ CommimilhHj Fourth Ohio Volunteer Battery, 

Brig. Gen. F. P, Blaze, 

Oomdg, 1st Brig,^ 3d JDiv., Bight Wing, 13th Army Corps. 


No. 16. 

Beport of Col, Daniel W, Lindsey^ Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations December 26-30, 1802. 

Hbadqxjaetees Seooot Beig-ade, Thiee Diyiston, 

Bight Wing, Thietebnth Ajimy Ooeps, 

I In the Meld, January 1, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit, through you, the following report 
of the action of my brigade from the 26th to the 30th ultimo : 

As ordered, I landed my command on the 26th ultimo at the upper 
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end of Johnson’s plantation on Yazoo Eiver, and bivouacked for the 
night upon the bank. 

Agreeably to Orders, Ko. — , on Saturday morning, the 27th, at 5 
o’clock, I was in readiness to march with two days’ cooked rations in 
haversacks, the same order ciirroting me to follow De Oourcy’s brigade 
thirty minutes after his rear Icri 1 1 - ground. I did so, and kept within 
ribig distance of him throughout the day, and at night again 
the men resting upon their arms. 

Early on the next morning, the 28th, the firing becoming heavy in 
front, I at once advanced my command to within easy supporting dis- 
tance of the advance brigade and remained in position j'eadv Yor action 
at a moment’s notice, keeping at the same time a strong line of skir- 
mishers on my right flank. At 10 a. m., receiving orders to that efifect, 
I advanced the Third Kentucky Eogiment and placed it on the right of 
De Oourcy’s line, then engaged with the enemy. Soon after this I re- 
ceived orders to send three companies of skirmishers into the woods 
across the bayou, upon the left of De Oourcy. I immediately sent three 
companies from the Forty ninth Indiana Eegiraent as skirmishers, sup- 
ported by two compani(vs iV,u!i i In* same regiment. Hearing them hotly 
engaged soon after entering the woods, and asking permission and ob- 
taining it, I sent the remaining five companies of the regiment to their 
support. ^ 

This regiment passing entirely from under my personal observation 
during the remainder of this day, 1 refer to the reports of Ool. James 
Krigwiii. commanding Forty -ninth Indiana, and Colonel Sheldon, who, 
with one of his own regiments, had gone to the support of Colonel 
Keigwin, and both of whom speak of the action of officers and men in 
the highest terms of praise. 

With the remaining two regiments of my brigade I was ordered to 
follow De Courcy, who was charging the woods immediately in front. 
I did so and came under a raking fire from the enemy’s batteries, 
to avoid which I deployed my command to the right of the dike, 
over which we were then marching ip column. Finding De Courcy 
harassed from the enemy’s skirmishers on the right T '-mm. .linti-ly waded 
the lagoon intervening between the ground occupied by him and my- 
self, and with the Third Kentucky Eegiment cleared the woods to the 
bayou at the foot of the enemy’s works on our right, and there rested 
on our arms for the night. 

The following morning, the 29th, Captain Patterson’s corps of en- 
gineers, assisted by a detachment firom the One hundred and fourteenth 
Ohio Eegiment, attempted to place a pontoon bridge across the bayou 
in my front, but were driven from the undertaking by a hot fire of 
musketry and shell from the enemy’s rifle-pits and batteries, two of the 
latter having been erected during the previous night. Eeceiving notice 
at this time that there would be a general advance along the whole line 
and hearing the signal for the same, I moved forward with my whole 
command (the Forty-ninth Indiana Eegiment having reported back to 
me during the previous night) and witli the Fourth Ohio Battery, which 
proved to be short of shell, I opened a heavy fire upon the enemy,' under 
which Captain Patterson, again assisted by a company from theOne hun- 
dred and fourteen ili Ohio Uegiuient, reattempicdto construetthe pontoon 
bridge over the bayou 5 but, notwit hstanding our fire was incessant and 
well directed, the enemy, with a battery and rifle-pit (until then not dis- 
covered), succeeded in irastrating the attempt, but not until six boats 
were properly placed and floored. , 

Learning at this time the charge of De Oourcy upon the enemy’s 
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works was repulsed, and receiving orders to make no furth* • . ; 

to cross the bayou for the present, I withdrew my command . . . s 

posed them as to screen them from the enemy^s fire and again rested 
upon our arms for the night. 

For list of casualties during these two days^ engagements I respect- 
fully refer you to memoranda of regimental commanders, herewith in- 
closed, at present not having time to make detailed reports. 

It affords me great pleasure to be able to state that both officers and 
men of my command, so far as my observation extended, conducted 
themselves with becoming gallantry; and to my staff I am under 
especial obligations, who, by their unceasing exertions and undaunted 
courage, rendered me great assistance during these two days’ engage- 
ments. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. W. LINDSEY, 
Colonel^ Oommcmdmg Second Brigade, 

Lieut. B. D. Saunders, 

Acting Assistant A^utant-O^eneral, 


No. 16. 

B^orts of Ool, John F, Be Oourcy^ Sixtemth Ohio Infantry^ commanding 
Third Brigade, of operations Becember 26-29, 1862. 

Bivouac, Becember 27, 1862. 

In accordance with orders received on the 26th I moved my brigade 
(composed of the Sixteenth [Ohio], [Kentucky], Forty- 

second [Ohio], Fifty-fourth [Indiana], I ""’.! s's battery) from the 
boat ^ett bank of the Yazoo Eiver) and advanced toward the Chicka- 
saw Bayou. In crossing the large open fields, which are known as 
Lake’s farm, the enemy was found in the woods, on the other side of 
a deep, bayou, parallel to my left. I changed front toward this woods 
with the Twenty-second Kentucky, Fifty-fourth Indiana, and a part of 
the Forty-second [Ohio] ; opened ftre with these regiments and the bat- 
^ tery. After an engagement of two hours the enemy was driven from 
the woods on the left, and as by this time night had set in I bivouacked 
on the ground and ordered the brigade to sleep by their arms. During 
the night an epaulement was thrown by the Forty-second Eegiment, for 
the protection ef Foster’s 20-pounder battery. 

In this affair the following were the casualties : The Twenty-second 
Kentucky, 1 killed and 8 wounded ; Forty-second Ohio, 2 men wounded ; 
Fifty-fourth Indiana, 1 man killed; Foster’s battery, 3 men wounded, 1 
mortally, and 4 horses wounded. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN F. DB COUEOY, 
Colonel, Oommmdnng Third Brigade, 

Lieutenant Saunders, 

Acting Assistcmt Adgutcmt-Qeneral, 


December 28, 1862. 

Sir : TMs morning I resumed operations against the enemy, who had 
taken position in the woods on my front and toward my right. Lan- 
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phere^s MicMgan battery came to my assistance and enabled me, with 
the fire from the infantry, to drive the enemy back several hundred 
yards, but this only after he had offered stout resistance of about four 
hours’ duration. As soon as I deemed it practicable to do so I advanced 
the brigade into the woods, and ordering a charge through it the enemy 
was immediately driven out of it, and I placed the brigade in position 
in the woods and near the abatis, facing the works on the Chickasaw 
Bluffs. 

The casualties this day were as follows : The Sixteenth Ohio, 30 killed 
and wounded ; Twenty-second Kentucky, 2 men wounded ; Porty-sec- 
ond Ohio, 31 killed and wounded; Fifty-fourth Indiana, 30 killed and 
wounded ; Lanphere’s battery, 2 men wounded, 2 horses killed and 3 
wounded. Lieutenant Stein, my acting assistant r-Vrtr t ivn«-r and 
Lieutenant Thomas, acting aide-de-camp, on my siau, had their horses 
wounded. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHI^ F. DE OOUEOY, 
Oolonely Oommmding Third Brigade. 

Lieutenant SAtim)EBS, 


Dboembek 29, 1862. 

SiE : At about 11 o’clock this day I received the order to prepare to 
advance with my brigade and attack the works on the Chickasaw Bluffs 
on my front. I formed the brigade iniho ro‘!low’'i;r order : The Twenty- 
second Kentucky and Fifty-fourth Indiana doployed In line of battle 
(the former on the right), the Sixteenth Ohio and Forty-second Ohio in 
rear in double column ; the Sixteenth Ohio supported the Fifty -fourth 
Indiana and the Forty -second Ohio supported the Twenty-second Ken- 
tucky. 

At ten minutes before 12 o’clock the order to advance was given 
and the Twenty-second and Forty-second ’Rogimonts found themselves 
immediately engaged under ahot fire in the loil^ of a nearly impassable 
abatis of heavy timber. But the gallant labor of these regiments was 
of no avail for the object in view, as I found that a deep and wide bayou 
separated the abatis from the open ground which we had yet to trav- 
erse before reaching the base of the enemy’s works. By this time the 
Sixteenth Ohio, Fifty-fourth Indiana, and a part of the Twenty-second 
Kentucky, having a much easier and less encumbered ground to march 
over, had dashed across the bayou on their front, and by a road had 
marched up to and deployed on the open ground which sloped up to 
the wofks which they were to attack. This attack they began immedi- 
ately, in sjfiendid style, and nearly accomplished their object, notwith- 
stnnding :he immense and fearfully-destructive fire which poured in 
iror.i luHii, left, right, and even rear, for as soon as these regiments had 
advanced a few hundred yards toward the works the enemy opened with 
a battery in rear of the left of their advance. 

Seeing that I could not cross the bayou at the point which the Twen- 
ty-second Kentucky and Forty-second Ohio had reached I ordered a 
fiank movement by the left through the abatis, and as fast as it was ^ 
possible and with hearty cheers these regiments moved to the support 
of the Sixteenth and Fifty-fourth which were just beginning their 
charge. In a short time the abatis was recrossed, the bayou passed * 
over, and the head of the column emerged on the open ground; too late, 
however, to afford support or assist in the desperate charge. Kotwith- 
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tanding the destructive fire from all sides, which kept mowing down 
he ranks of the Sixteenth Ohio, Kentucky, and Kifty- 

ourth Indiana, the brave men composing these corps had nearly crossed 
he large open space of more than h^f a mile which lay stretched out 
•efore them glacis fashion, when the enemy increased his fire of small- 
jms and grape to such a degree as to render a farther advance impos- 
ihle. Finding the retreat begun, and deeming it but the natural re- 
ult of an advance over such an extent of open ground and under such 
in amount of concentric fire, I resolved not to expose the Forty-second 
)hio to useless destruction. I therefore halted this regiment at the bot- 
om of the road under the bank of the bayou and deployed it to cover 
he retreat of the repulsed regiments. The Forty-second Ohio, under 
he command of Lieut. Col. Don A. Pardee, performed this duty with 
'reat steadiness, and re-entered our lines in perfect order under the 
iirections of that ab^" lud ^.ill.iut officer. 

In this afi'air the ''i\n‘ri,,!i ;>ii'i.was commanded by Lieut. Ool. P. 
Cershner, who fell while heading the charge of the regiment. This 
xcellent officer is supposed to be wounded and made prisoner. 

The Twenty -second Kentucky was under the orders of Lieut. Ool. G. 
V. Monroe, who was wounded early in the charge. His wound not 
leing a serious one I hQpe the valuable services of this officer will soon 
le available. The regiment was brought out of action bv Mai. W. J. 
Vortbinf^on. 

The I'ifty-fourth Indiana was led by Col. F. Mansfield, who handled 
ds young corps and showed his men so good an example as to make 
hem behave with like bravery and constancy of the old regiments at 
heir side. 

All these regiments brought back their colors. The praises for the 
leroic brin'< r.\ di.sjtla.vi-d by the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
)rivates of the regiments in my brigade this day iti the attack on the 
Ihickasaw Bluffs is out of my province in this official report, but I 
oust be allowed to say that no troops of any army could have done 
)etter, and perhaps few would or could have done so well. 

Lieutenant Stein, acting assistant iuljiii.itii-gf.u-.iilj Lieutenants 
Ihomas and Bisdon, of my staff, showed slich' ii'-iii’! i'i:oerful alacrity 
n seeing all my orders carried out regardless of all or any kind of 
isks. These officers have been for nearly three days constantly under 
ire. 

Tours, respectfuUy, 

JOHN F. DB OOUEOT, 

Colonel, CommanMng Third Brigade. 

Lieutenant Saitndees, 

Aiding Assistmt Adjutmt-Ceneral. 


No. 17. 


.eport of Bri^^ Cm. Frederick Steely IT. 8. Army, commandmy Foxirth 
Immon, of operations December 26-29, 1862. 

Headquaetbes Fotjeth Ditision, 

Eiq-ht Wing, Thiexbenth army Corps, 

' Jammy 3, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to report the operations of my division 
om our base on the Yazoo : j « 

My command decked at Johnson’s plantation on the afternoon of 
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December 26. Pursuant to instructions Blair^s brigade moved forward 
on the Johnson road, drove in the enemy’s pickets, and bivouacked for 
the night about 2 miles from the landing. 

On tho morning of the 27th Blair’s brigade was detached and I em- 
barked \\\[h I lie (M iM-r* two brigades, with orders to land above the mouth 
of the Chickasaw Bayou and advance between Chickasaw Bayou and 
Thompson’s Lake. While we were cutting the roads through the timber 
to the levee Admiral Porter called for troops to cross the river and dis- 
perse about 400 sharpshooters that were concealed on the west side of 
the river and impeding the progress of the gunboats toward Haines’ 
Bluff. I sent the Seventeenth Missouri Infantry. 

After having accomplished the work they returned and I proceeded 
with the whole command, directed by the negro guide whom thr- gen 
eral sent to conduct me, to the bluffs. Onr progro^^ wns ; i!< moIv 

retarded by the timber felled across the !; \ •, (■, ■;ii ^ \\hrv side of which 
the ground was impracticable for artillery. We soon came to deep 
water on the •tjiiI -ido of the levee, which turned out to be Thompson’s 
Lake instead oi' Bayou. About sunset General Hovey, 

whose brigade was on the advance, came upon an outpost of the enemy. 
After a short engagement the enemy retired. It was now dark and we 
bivouacked for the night without camp-fires. 

The march had scarcely been resumed early next morning when our 
skirmishers became engaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters, concealed 
in rifle-pits behind the levee. At this point the levee turned to the left 
and continued in a curve for about 800 yards, the Chickasaw Creek on 
our right and a timbered marsh on the left. The pioneers were sent 
forward to clear some obstructions on the. levee, covered by Landgrae- 
ber’s battery. They were immediately fired upon by a battery of the 
enemy established on the bluff about 800 yards distant, our skirmishers 
being- at the same time hotly (uigaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters. 
Both the battery and the pioneers were subjected to a murderous fire 
and the pioneers either killed or wounded, as also were some men of the 
battery. The axle of one of the pieces was broken 5 still Captain Land- 
graeber, nothing daunted in his exposed position, continuea to reply to 
the heavier guns of the enemy. At the same time Colonel Hassendeu- 
bel, of the Seventeenth Missouri, was trying to drive the sharpshooters 
from the rifle-pits to clear the way for our advance. General Hovey 
exposed himself with our advance in reconnoitering the enemy’s posi- 
tion, which was so well chosen that it soon became apparent thah we 
could neither dislodge them nor force our way along the levee without 
a frightful destruction of life and a probability that no considerable 
portion could reach the opposite end untouched. 

The First Iowa Battery, Captain Griffiths, was brought forward and 
also opened upon the enemy’s battery. After a severe cannonading 
fropx Qur two batteries the enemy deserted theirs. It was then discov- 
ered that the^e was another battery to our left which enfiladed the 
farther end of the causeway and had a cross-fire on the end toward us. 
The first battery had a cross-fire on the farther end of the causeway. 
These batteries were supjjorted by sharpshooters in rifle-pits. 

At .4 p. m. I received the general’s orders to send him a regiment of 
iufantry if I could not reach the bluffs and follow with the rest with 
-dispatch. My command was occupied all night in re-embarking for 
Johnson’s farm and getting supplies. 

Early on the morning of the 29th I moved forward with Thayer’s bri- 
gade, leaving orders for Hovey to c6me up as soon as possible. At the 
white house I met General Morgan, who told me that he was building 
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bridge across the bayou, which would occupy two hours ; that within 
lirty minutes thereafter he would have possession of the heights, to a 
oral certainty. 

I received orders from the general commanding to halt the brigade, 
id, subsequently, to render General Morgan any assistance that he 
ight ask for. General Morgan finally told me that he was going to 
orm the heights without waiting for the bridge to be completed. He 
^quested me to support the <torining party with what force I had. On 
3 ing informed that Thayer^s brigade was at hand and that Hovey’s 
ould soon be up, he gave some orders to Thayer in regard to the route 
hich his brigade should take and sent a guide to lead him. After 
bayer had passed with the Fourth Iowa Infantry, Colonel Williamson, 
eneral Morgan asked me how many troops I had. I told him Tha \ \s 
'igade ; one of his regiments, however, the Twenty-sixth Iowa, was de- 
cked to cut a road, but that I did not know whether any of Ho^^ey^s 
id arrived or not. He then asked me to turn part ot the troops a iit- 
3 farther to the right. I therefore directed Col. Charles H. Abbott, 

‘ the Thirtieth Iowa Infantry, a little to the right, simi-r -i jc tl -o object 
'this was to facilitate the crossing of the troops ovr I 'in \\\\oi\ bypre- 
mting them from all huddling into the same place. At the time 1 did 
)t know that there was any dry crossing and I presume General Mor- 
in was not aware of the fact. The troops that I directed to the right 
seems did not get across the bayou, but General Thayer went gallantly 
i with the Fourth Iowa, and, instead of being a support to the storni- 
g partyi was soon in the advance, and entered the enemy’s second line 
* rifle-pits nearly as soon as any. I gave no orders on the field that 
ly except at the suggestion of General Morgan, save that I followed 
D the movement, encouraging the men li-'Ic ; were ad\'ancing and 
ideavoring to check them when they fell back. 

General Hovey^s brigade did not get up to the front in time to take 
irt in the assault, but was up very soon after it was over and took 
Dsition to the left of the bayou, which had been occupied by Blair’s 
:igade previous to the assault, awaiting orders to storm the enemy’s 
DSition, which his whole command, I am told, was anxious to do. 
Although Blair was detached from my command, it would perhaps 
3t be improperfor me to report in regard to the part taken by his bri- 
ide in the assault. Two of his regiments, Manter’s and Schadt’s, 
birty-second and Thirtieth Missouri, were detached. to support Mor- 
in’s batteries. His line was formed in the woods between Thompson’s 
ake and Chickasaw Bayou, a short distance behind the bayou that 
mnects these two. Between his line and this bayou was an entangle- 
ent formed by cutting down small cotton trees, leaving the trees en- 
i^ined among the stumps. The bed of the bayou was about 100 yards 
ide, quicksand, and about 15 feet wide water 3 feet deep. The'baiik 
i the opposite side was steep and obstructed by abatis, crowned by a 
le of rifle-pits. On the slope above this was still another line of riile- 
ts, and above this on the plateau was the county road, the earth being 
rown on the lower side, forming a parapet which covered batteries 
id sharpshooters. Batteries were also placed on the heights to the 
|ht and left, which enfiladed the rifle-pits and the road. 

General Blair led his brigade with intrepidity in the face of all these 
istacles ; leaving his horse floundering in the quicksands of the bayou, 
id passing over the two lines of rifle-pits, nearly reached the foot of 
e parapet. Here he tur^d and saw the storming party from the ceii- 
c of General Morgan’s division coming over the first line of rifle-i)its. 
IS troops fell fast around him, and among others was Lieut. Col. I\ 
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Bister, of the = Ohio, whose gallantry had been conspicuous. 

Col. T. G. Fletcher, of the Tliirty-hrst Missouri, was wounded and fell 
into the hands of the enemy. Major Jaensch, of the Thirty-first Mis- 
souri, was killed.* Lieutenant-Colonel Simpson, of the same regiment,, 
was wounded. Colonel Cavender, of the Twenty-ninth Missouri, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gorgas,of the Thirteenth Illinois, are also mentioned 
for conspicuous daring in the assault. Col. J. B. Wyman, of the Thir- 
teenth Illinois Infantry, was killed the day before while bravely leading 
his men against the enemy. 

Perhaps it would not be inappropriate for me to remark that I saw 
a part of the /.'•'•.vili ir.g party turn their flank to the enemy in front of 
the second liri'* ..i' .‘id-,* and move off to the left behind the bank 
over which Blair’s brigade had passed, and there remain until our< 
ti*oops commenced retreating. 

For further particulars I refer you to the subordinate reports. I will 
also inclose herewith a list of casualties.! 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEEB’K STEELE, 

Bricjadier-Generaly Commanding Fourth Division, 

Maj. J. H. HAmcoKD, 

Assistcmt Adjutmt- General. 

P. S, — I should have mentioned that the ofiSicers of my staff-— First 
Lieuts. Gr. O. Sokalski, W. B. Green, and 0. T, Scammon — were on the 
field and rendered eflcient services. 


1 ^ 0 . 18 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Franlc P. Blair ^ TT. S. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of sMrrmshes at Chiclcasaw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw 
Bluffs, 

Headquaetbes Fiest Bbigaee, Foueth Bivision, 
Right Wing, Thieteenth Aemy Ooeps, 
Camp on Chickasaw Bayou, Miss., December 30, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the operations of my brigade 
on the 28th and 29th instant while attached to the command and under 
the orders of Brig. Gen. G. W. Morgan, in command of the Third 
Bivision, right wing, Thirteenth Army Corps; 

On the evening of Becember 26th the Thirteenth Army Corps, under 
Major-General Sherman, landed at the plantation of General A. S. 
Johnston, [?] on the Yazoo River. My brigade, consisting of the Thir- 
teenth Illinois, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty-first, and Thirty-second 
Missouri, and Fifty-eighth Ohio' Infantry Regiment's, Captain Hoff- 
mann’s Fourth Ohio Battery, and one company of tins Tenth Regiment 
Missouri Cavalry, was ordered to march out to reconnoiter and to biv- 
ouac 2 or 3 miles from the landing. After marching a short distance 
our advance skirmishers from the Thirteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
drove in the enem;^’.s j)i(*kers and captured two horses. We encamped 
for the night, after i)ushing rlie rtM*onnai.'5sanc«^ somewhat farther, about 
the distance designated in our orders. 

On the 27th we resumed our march and drove in the enemy’s pickets 
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a greater numbers than on the preceding day, and upon emerging from 
he timber at a place known as Mrs. Lake’s plantation, where we were 
rdered to open communication with General Morgan’s division, our 
kirmishers were fired upon by a battery of two guns, planted near the 
rhite house on Chickasaw Bayou. A section of Hoffmann’s battery 
fas placed ia position on our front and silenced the enemy’s battery, 
fhich was oincU I \ r<>i iri'-.l from the field. Lieutenant Ballou, command- 
ng Gompasli Ti-mli ?’issouri Cavalry, was then ordered to make a 
econnaissance to our right, to discover the force and position of the 
inemy. About one hour after the battery was silenced by our fire 
ire found that General Morgan had reached the mouth of Chickasaw 
layou and was disembarking his troops. ‘ Lieutenant Ballou returned 
oon after and rc'porled the enemy beyond the bayou in force. The 
livision of General Morgan L. Smith, which had been ordered to ad- 
■ance on my right, came up about the time the enem^ opened on us 
fith his battery, and as all the cavalry under my command had been 
hrown out on my right to reconnoiter, when we subsequently observed 
he arrival and landing of the command of General Morgan at or near 
he mouth of the bayou, General M. L. Smith sent forward his cavalry 
scort to open communication with him. At the suggestion of General 
I. L.-Smith and by his orders one regiment of my brigade, the Pifty- 
ighth Ohio Infantry, and one regiment of General Stuart’s brigade of 
he Second Division were sent on our right to skirmish and feel the 
nemy, reported to be in force beyond the bayou on our right. 

The report* of Lieutenant-Colonel Biiicf. (•..'.iiiinMidiiig Fifty-eighth 
)hio Infantry of my brigade, whichl ln*"'-uiiii ii'.iii'tiiir, gives an ac- 
.onnt of the operations of the regiment under this order. 

The heavy skirmishing by these qq right and by 

he advance of Genera’ .. '' ; • • :::..i!i.' .! white house showed 
he enemy in force and > ■ 'itrenched beyond the bayou. My bri- 

gade bivouacked for the night on fli.- gr.-ir’id tipon which Hoffmann’s 
)attery was put in position and '''t iu nl i h.- h.ii u-rv at the white house 
md forced it to retire. 

The orders of the day of the 28th placed my brigade in reserve, while 
Seueral'Morgan advanced from the white house and drove the enemy 
rom this position beyond that point, and the division of General M. L. 
Jmith engaged the enemy on the right. At an early hour of the day 
General M. L. Smith was severely wounded, and at 10 or 11 a. m. I was 
irdered with my brigade to advance, with my right upon his left. Hot 
»eing able to cross the bayou at that point with my artillery I ordered 
laptain Hoffhiann, under instructions from General Sherman, to cross 
lis battery over the pontoon bridge then being put up by the advance 
f General Morgan. I pushed forward as fast as the nature of the 
round would permit to the left of General M. L. Smith and engaged 
he enemy, with my entire brigade, in his rifle-pits and intrenchments in 
ly front, beyond the bayou, and a sharp and brisk encounter silenced 
is sharpshooters. 

In this action Colonel Wyman, of the Thirteenth Illinois Volunteer 
nfanfry. a gallant and most meritorious officer, whose regiment was 
rst engaged, lo.-i hi> life; and several others were killed and wounded 
1 this and other regiments of my command while thus engaged in aid- 
ig to silence the fire of the enemy’s batteries and rifle-pits on the other 
ide of the bayou. 

I received an order from General Sherman to withdraw my brigade 
>r the purpose of re-enforcing General Morgan, who was hotly engaged 
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with the enemy in front of the white house. I immediafely withdrew, 
and was ordered to report to General Morgan by General Sherman, who 
ordered me to advance my brigade to a position on the right of his cen- 
ter. I proceeded to execute the order, and led up the Thirteenth Illi- 
nois in the direction indicated, but soon found that I was exposing my 
men to the fire of our own batteries as well as those of the enemy, anil 
*was ordered by General Morgan to retire the regiment and take posi- 
tion on the left, across the bayou, in the heavy timber facing the right 
of the enemy. My instructions were to reconnoiter the position of the 
enemy on this side and prepare to assist in storming his works. The 
day was so far spent that I was unable to make any reconnaissance. 
My troops rested upon their arms without fires, and with a very imper- 
fect knowledge of my position I felt it proper to double my pickets. 

On the morning of the 29th, when about to make a thorough recon- 
naissance, I received orders from General Morgan to bring my entire 
force across the bayou and in rear of his center to aid in resisting an 
attempt of the enemy to assault his right. This was, however, frus- 
trated before the movement was completed, and I again resumed my 
position on the left, and in obedience to orders made a por^onal rocou- 
iiaissance of the enemy’s position in my*&ont, and Jii'ii-rv.iu ci ilin-w out 
skirmishers (one battalion of the Thirteenth Illinois) to feel the enemy 
and observe the ground over which we were directed to charge. It 
was oxcoodingly difficult. The works of the enemy on their right were 
more idi iiiijlabli than from any other npproncli. Almost every gun and 
rifle-pit bore upon us and many enfiladed our line of battle. The nat- 
ural obstructions were certainly as great as from any other direction, 
and we had not the advantage of as thorough and complete a recon- 
naissance of the ground, nor had we the facilities of a pontoon bridge 
to cross the bayou in our front, which was deep and the bottom of it 
nothing but a treacherous quicksand. The enemy had improved their 
naturally strong position with consummate skill. The bed of the bayou 
was perhaps 100 yards in width, covered with water for a distance of 
15 jfeet. On the side of the bayou held by my troops (after emerging 
from the heavy timber and descending a bank of 8 or 10 feet in height) 
there was a growth of young cottonwoods, thickly set, which had been 
cut down by the enemy at the height or 3 or 4 feet and the tops of 
these saplings thrown down among these stumps so as to form a per- 
fect net to entangle the feet of the assaulting party. Passing through 
this and coming to that part of the bayou containing water, it was deep 
and miry, and when this was crossed we encountered a steep bank on 
the side of the enemy at least 10 feet high, covered with a strong abatis 
and crowned with rifle-pits from end to end. Above them was still an- 
other range of-rific nnd still above a circle of batteries of heavy 
guns which afi'oi'dod ii direct and enfilading fire upon every part of the 
plateau, which rose gently from the first range of rifle-pits to the base 
of the embankment which formed the batteries. These formidable 
works, defended by a strong force of desperate men such as held them 
on the 29th, would seem to require almost superhuman efforts to effect 
their capture. 

The force under my command in this assault consisted of four^regi- 
meuts of infantry — the Thirteenth Illinois, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gorgas ; the Twenty-ninth Missouri, Col. John S. Oavender j 
flic Thirty-first Missouri, Ool. T. 0. Fletcher, and the Fifty-eighth Ohio, 
Licutonnnt-ColoTiel Bister. Two re^ments which formed part of my 
brigade, to wit, the Thirty-second tMissouri, commanded by Ool. F. H. 
Manter, and the Thirtieth Missouri, Lieut. Ool. Otto Schadt, had been 
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letached from my command by the order of the day for the 29tli and 
placed under the immediate command of General Morgan, in the center. 

The regimcn^^ under my command were drawn up in two lines of 
Dattle, about 150 feet apart, the Thirteenth Illinois holding the right 
[rent and the Fifty-eighth Ohio in the rear. The Thirty-first Missouri 
Dccupied the left front, with the T' ■ ! ■ ' ' in rear. The right com; 
pany of the Twenty ninth Missoni- .. ft company of the Fifty- 

aighth Ohio formed the rear guard. When the signal of attack was 
^ven the brigade rushed with impetuosity to the attack and pressed over 
3 very obstacle and through a storm of shell and- rifle-bullets, and car- 
ried the first and second ranges of rifle-pits with an irresistible charge. 

At this point I observed the rapidl;^ -thinning ranks of that portion 
3 f my brigade which made the assault under my command, and turned 
ind saw the column from the center of Ger.---rl M— rnn r-'^ming up over 
the first range of mT. p'S. Fum 1 : my gallant 

:roops pushed still larther and ■ i: ii ;■ .■ ■■ ■. ■ theenemy^s 

ast intrenchments. Some reached the foot of these formidable works 
3 nly to pour out their lives at their base, n’- i r t ^heni I must not omit 
to mention the brave Lieutenant-Colonel ^ Fifty-eighth Ohio, 

svlio i s said to have fallen dea d upon their breastworks. This gallant offi- 
his efforts to urge forward and encourage his men 
r -■ arge. Colonel Fletcher, of the Thirty-first Mis- 
souri, it is ascertained, was so badly wounded that befell into the hands 
of the enemy. It is useless to apply words to eulogize the heroism of 
those who thus shed their blood for their country. 

Major Jaensch, of the Thirty -first, was also killed in the assault, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Simpson, of the same rr.rimrnt. whose report* of 
the transaction is herewith transmitted, hU" *»• (from motives of 
only add to the luster of his courage) to allude to a 
lii .i I. ceived in his head. Colonel Cavender, of the Twenty- 
's:!: !. 'Ii" ■:! , proved himself worthy of the soldier’s reputation 
gained hy the scars of Wilson’s Creek and Shiloh, and retired firona the 
bloody field only when further efhart^ worA'^ UTinvniling. Lloutonant- 
Oolonel Gorgas, of the Thirteenth :i(lmirable coolness 

and courage, and showed himself web v.im ' ly i.> tlie regiment of 
the lamented Wyman, who fell on the day i)revious. It is impossible 
for me to allude to other instances of individual courage. 

The list of casualties iu the regiim^ntN under my command, embracing 
nearly one- third of the entire number who went into the field, attests 
bhe coxteage and obstinacy with which they struggled for victory, and 
which natural obstacles alone placed beyond our grasp. 

I only feel it necessary to state that in retiring from the field I passed 
3nt of the enemy’s works at a point opposite to the lef£ of General Mor- 
gan’s center, and found the banks on which the rifle-pits of the enemy 
were situated were ni)])rt,.ic]‘.(i<l by a broad and easy road, and that the 
Dayou was bridged precisely at this point, and from thence out to the 
position of General Morgan was a broad and unobstructed road. It 
was unfortunate that our reconnaissance had not disclosed this fact be- 
ore the assault, as it is possible that, by taking advantage of it in time 
ind pressing the assault at a point comparatively so accessible with 
greater numbers, a different result might have been attained. 

Eespectfully, 

FRANK P. BLAIR, 

Brigadier- General^ Oo'jp^manding Mrst Brig,^ Fourth J)iv. 

Captain Montg-omeut, AssistaM Adjutant- General. 


Jfot fotind,*’ 




Ohajp* 'X' X ilj fc C*] 


VICKSBURG. 


657 


[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters Third Division, 

January 4, 1863. 

Sib : I have the honor to state that the broad and easy road spoken 
of by Brigadier-General Blair is the same road over which the brigade 
of De Oourcy advanced to the charge, and the same road over which'he 
retired after the repulse of oar troops. That road remained in our pos- 
session from the afternoon of the 28th ultimo until the night of the 1st 
instant, when our forces retired to the boats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE W. MOEGAJ^, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Maj. J.’ H. Hammond, Chief of Staff. 

The road referred to by General Blair was known to me and was the 
line of Morgan^s attack. It was reconnoitered by me in person the day 
before and on the morning of the 29th, the day of the final assault. , 

The pontoon bridge ordered to be constructed was placed about ’700 
yards to the right, or south, of the road, and was designed as auxiliary, 
to enable his division to pass over the bayou at two points at the same 
instant of time. Blair crossed, in making his attack, about 300 yards 
to the left, or north, of the same road. The enemy, in l«‘nring this road 
partially unobstructed, did so to enable his pickets .‘:i l .n!\ iiiu- to fall 
back in his fortified position, trusting with full and well-founded confi- 
dence in his batteries and rifle-pits to prevent our using it. / 

W. T. SHEEMAK, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


[Imdosnre.] 

Secayitulaiion of the lo$8in hilled and wounded of the Mrst Brigade, Fourth Divieion, Thir- 
teenth Army Corpe.^ 



Officers 

kiUed. 

Officers 

woimded. 

Enlisted 
men killed 
and wounded. 

Tllinoifl 

4 

8 

5 

161 

178 

207 

100 

39th 

3 

JllRt 

1 

9 

68 th. Ohio 

4 

7 




Total - 

12 

29 

' 686 



Among the killed and wounded are counted those men who are now 
in the hospitals of the enemy. 

The haste required to present this report makes it impossible to pre- 
sent it with greater acSouracy. About 1,800 men were marched into 
action. 

JAMES PEOKHAM, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Aasieta/nt Adjutant- General. 

Brigadier-General Blaib, 

Commanding Mrst Brigade, Fourth Division, t&e. 


* But see revised statement, p. 625. 
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Loss sustained hy the First Brigade^ Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, in the assault 
upon Chiclasaic Blvffs, December 29, 1862.* 



Officers 

Idlled. 

Office'*s 1 
wounded 
and missing. 

Privates 
killed, 
■wounded, 
and missing. 

. 1 

13tli niinois -- 

1 

9 

153 

2!)Ui — 

3 

7 

178 

!lixt ............ 

1 

9 

207 

5bzll OiliO .......................... .... .... ..... 

1 

10 

100 



Total 

6 

35 

608 




Til the above only those are numbered among the killed who are known 
to be so. The killed, wounded, and missing include all not accounted for. 

JAMES PEOKHAM, 

lAmitmaM’ Colonel and Acting Assistant Adjutant- OeneraL 


m. 19. 

Bepprt of Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer^ U. 8. Army^ commanding Third 
Brigade^ of assault on ChioJeasaw Muffs. 

Hbadquaktebs Thibd Beig-ade, Foxjbth Division, 
Bight Wing, Thibteenth Abmy Cobps, 

In the Field, Jpeeember 31, 1862. 

Brief report of the action of my brigade, being the Third, of Steele’s 
division, in conjunction with General Morgan’s division, on the 29th 
instant : 

About 2 p. m. on the 29th I received an order from General Steele to 
move my brigade, composed of five Iowa roainicTits and the First Iowa 
Battery, forward to the sujiport of General Morgan. On reaching Gen- 
eral Morgan he requested me to take my infantry and cross the bayou, 
enter the enemy’s w^orks, and take the hill. By advice of General 
Morgan 1 dismounted and directed all officers mounted to do the same, 
as we would be sure to draw tlie fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters if 
mounted. The Fourth Iowa, Col. J. A. Williamson, was on the right. 
I took my place at the head of the column and moved forward by the 
right flank. We crossed the bayou and went over the enemy’s outside 
works. I then directed Colonel Williamson to deploy his regiment to 
the right and extend them as skirmishers. We were still advancing in 
fi'ont of the enemy’s rifle-pits and batteries and crossed over a high rail 
fence. On seeing the ground I at once formed my plan to move up the 
hill, when, looking back for my other regiments, to my amazement none 
were to be seen and none coming, for I could then see back to the point 
from which I had started. I could not account for it. I had supposed 
that five regiments were following me. I found myself within the 
enemy’s works with but one regiment. I then went back to the in- 
trenchments, where I had seen, as we went over, a regiment of our 
troops lying in the ditch, entirely protected from the rebel fire. I or- 
dered and begged them, but without eflect, to come forward and sup- 
port my regiment, which was , now warmly engaged. I do not know 
what regiment it was. 


But see revised statement, p. 625, 
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Oa returning to Colonel Williamson I observ^ecl our forces, which 
had entered the works away to my left, retiring, which of course addcnl 
to our extreme peril. The Fourth Iowa was then drawir.g t-ir concen- 
trated fire of all the enemy’s batteries and rifle-pits. 1 j.ivccicd Colonel 
Williamson to hold the position, if possible, till I could get up re-en- 
forcements, but if he could not, to retire. Being on foot and completely 
exhausted, and the distance back so great, before regiments could be 
moved forward Colonel Williamson was compelled to bring off his regi- 
ment, which he did in good order. It was nothing but slaughter for it 
to remain. During the half hour it was there 7 men were killed and 104 
wounded. 

On inquiring of Colonel Abbott, of the Thirtieth Iowa, which was 
next in line to the Fourth Iowa, why he did not follow the Fourth, I 
found that after I had started he had been ordered by General Steele 
in person to turn off* to the right to take another position. I had 
directed the commander of each regiment to follow the preceding one. 
The second regiment of my column being turned aside it broke iny line, 
cutting off four regiments without my knowledge, leaving the Fourth 
Iowa going ahead alone. 

The conduct of Colonel Williamson, his officers, and men through this 
trying ordeal is worthy of the highest praise. 

Before I left I had placed my battery, the First Iowa, at the disposal 
of General Morgan, where it was actively engaged the rest of the day. 

I am, very respectf'ully and truly, yours, 

JOHN M. THAYEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

General MoeGtAN, 

Oomdg, Third JDiv,, Bight Wing, Thirteenth Army Corps. 

[Indoisement.] 

Hbadquaetbes Fourth DmsiON, • 

January 4, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Thayer had oidy five regiments, one having been detached to make 
a road. 

FRED’K STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


110 . 20 . 

Brgort of Col. James A. Williamson, Fourth Iowa Infcmtiu, of skirmishes 
at Chickasaw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw Fluffs. 

Heahquaetees Fourth Iowa. Inrantet, 
Battle-field near Vicksburg, Miss., December 30, 1862. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the part, 
taken in the battle before Vicksburg on the 28th and 29th instant by 
the Fourth Iowa Infantry. 

Early on the morning of the 28th I took the position assigned me on 
the right of the brigade. In obedience to the orders of the genwal 
commanding the brigade I detailed 30 men from my regiment, under 
command of First Lieut. E. 0. Miller, of Company G,to act as pioneers 
and Ikirmishers. Of these 30 men 1 was kill^ and 6 wounded during 
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tlie day. The regiment remained iif position on the right of the brigade 
all day, at intervals under the fire of the enemy^s artillery, without be- 
coming generally engaged. Late in the evening the regiment fell back 
with the brigade to the transports and re- embarked during the night 
and moved down the river 2 or 3 miles. 

At daylight on the 29th the rogiment again debarked and took the 
advance of the brigade, marching about 2 miles, to a point near where 
General Morgan’s division was engaging the enemy. At this point the 
regiment was commanded to halt, where it remained until about 3.30 
o’clock, when I received orders from the general c ommanding the bri- 
gade to charge the enemy’s intrenchments, about une-Jialf mile distant, 
near the base of the hill. There is near the base of the hill a slough, 
or, more properly, a swamp, which could only be crossed at one place 
(a narrow causeway which had been constructed), and at that only by 
the flank of the regiment. As the head of the column emerged from 
Ihe crossing it became exposed to a terrific fire of musketry from the 
intrenchments in front and also to a fire from the enemy’s batteries on 
the right and left flanks. These batteries were so situated as to per- 
fectly command this point. After effecting the crossing the head of the 
column filed right, the left coming forward into line, the right resting 
on and inside (the side next the enemy) of a strong abatis, whicdi ha(l 
been formed by the enemy for his own ]n*oU*ctio::. Herel wasinformed 
by the general commanding the brigade that contrary to his orders the 
regiment was not supported by others, and that I should hold the posi- 
tion I then had until be could ascertain if support was coming, pro- 
viding I could do so, leaving me to judge of that matter for myself. I 
held the position about thirty minutes under a fire which cannot be 
described. At the end of this time, seeing that I had no support and 
that none was comingj that my regiment was the only one on the field ; 
that my officers and men were suffering dreadfully from a fire which 
could not be returned effectively, I gave the order to fall back, which 
was accomplished in good order though with great loss. 

The regiment went into this action with 480 men and officers, of whom 
112 were killed and wounded. 

Among the killed was Lieut. E. C. Miller, of Company G, who had 
command of the 30 men on the 28th. Ko braver officer has fallen in 
his country’s cause. Under any circumstances the loss of so many 
brave men is a matter to be deeply deplored, but in this instance it 
is doubly painful, as no advantage commensurate with the loss was ob- 
tained. 

The officers and men of the regiment join me in tendering the gen- 
eral commanding the brigade our earnest, heartfelt thanks, both for the 
part he took in the charge-, goiv.g as he did at the head of the column, 
and for the manner in which lie spoke of the action of the regiment in 
the field. 

It would be invidious to speak of individual acts of bravery, as all 
did well. Every officer and man did his whole duty and regretted that 
he could do no more. 

Hereto attached you will find a list of the killed and wounded.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. WILLIAMSONT, 
Oolonely Commanding Fourth Iowa Infantry, 

Captain Blacker, 

ABBt. Adjt, Oen.. Third Brig., Fourth Biv., 

Thirteenth Army Corps, Bight Wing, 


* Embodied in revised statement, p, 625. 
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21 . 

Report of CoL Charles S, AT}bo% Thirtieth Iowa Infantry^ of skirmishes 
at Chickasaw Bayou and assault on Chickasaw Bluffs. 

Hdqrs. 30th Iowa Inptt., 3d Bbio., 4th Dry., 13th A. C., 
Arkansas Bost^ Ark., January 12, 1803. 

General : Agreeably to your order of the 9th inst. I have the honor 
to submit my report of the part my regiment took in the action of the 28th 
and 29th of December, 1802, at Haines’ Bluff, near Vicksburg, Miss.; 

On the morning of the 28th ultimo, by your order, I moved my regi- 
ment forward toward the point of attack and took position immediately 
in the rear of the Fourth Iowa Infantry, supporting tbe battery in ouV 
front, where we remained until about 4 o’clock p. in., when we were by 
your order remanded to the river, with orders to embark on transport 
Stephen Decatur and drop down to Johnson’s plar/ation. 

On the morning of the 29th ultimo we were ro d;s('-T:ibark and 

by you placed in position in rear of the Fourth Iowa Infantry, with 
orders to keep close up and follow them. When we had advanced to 
within range of the enemy’s guns and they, hr.vir.g' discovered our posi- 
tion, commenced .N’.jlling us we were </:dc-:\d : y your aide, Captain 
Eichardson, to lie c.c’a :• - ij! make ourselves as secure as possible under 
the levee, the Fourth Iowa Infantry being in a like jiosition in our front 
on the opposite side of the levee, in which position we remained until 
ordered by your aide-de-camp to fix bayonets and advance, following 
the Fourth Iowa Infantry, which had got lO^or 12 rods in advance. 

I immediately put my regiment under a clouble-quick, and had ad- 
vanced but a few rods when I was met by Brigadier-Geneml Steele, 
who checked us and ordered me to leave my horse, cross the next bayou 
in any way we could get across, and take my regiment to the right into 
the woods and deploy as skirmishers. I put my reinment again under 
a double-quick and advanced to the extreme right of the Fourth Divis- 
ion. I then advanced my re^ment in line of battle to within a few rods 
of the fallen timber, in which was heavy firing of musketry. I then 
ordered them to lie down; ordered the right and left flanking companies 
forward as skirmishers into the falien timber. They went in and soon 
reported that the Thirteenth U. S. Infantry already occupied the ground 
and were engaged with the enemy, who were posted in rifle-pits. I then 
ordered those companies back to their position in the regiment. The 
Third [First?} Wisconsin Battery, immediately upon our right, was sup- 
ported by a part of the Thirteenth U. S. Infantry, while the skinnishers 
of the Thirteenth Infantry on our front were unsupported. I sent my 
orderly to General Steele for further orders, who returned with orders 
to remain where we were. While my orderly was absent to see General 
Steele a captain, representing himself as the aide-de-camp of General 
Smith, came to us and inquired what regiment we were and told me the 
position of my regiment was all right, lying upon the ground in j&ront 
of the enemy. We had 3 men severely and 1 slightly wounded. 

We remained under fire from about noon until 4 o’clock p. m., when we 
were ordered to return. I accordingly marched my regiment near the 
position occupied by General Steele and reported to him and then to you, 
who came up soon alter. 1 was ordered by you into camp to the rear. 

With sentiments of high regard, I remain, general, your most obedi- 
ent servant, 

OHAELES H. ABBOTT, 
Colonel Thirtieth loica Infantry, 

T^m-r HJT TTV- • 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter^ JJ. 8. Navy^ command- 
ing Mississippi Squadron^ of operations of the Ram Fleet.* 

United States Mississippi Squadron, 

Missmippi River ^ January 5, 1863. 

Sm: In my different communications relating to the operations on 
the Yazoo Eiver I omitted to mention the services of the ram fleet. I 
intended to have made a separate report, but have been unable to do 
so sooner. 

From his first connection with this squadron Col. Charles Eivers 
Ellet, the immediate commander of the ram fleet, has displayed great 
zeal in carrying out my orders ; and when we have been threatened at 
different points, and having no vessel to send from Cairo, he has on two 
occasions famished vessels at an hour’s notice. When the expedition 
started down the river the ram fleet was with ns, and our main depend- 
ence in case we should encounter other rams. We had none of the navy 
proper. Although, like ourselves, half-manned, the ram fleet was ready 
to do anything required of it. 

In ascending the Yazoo Eiver (the Queen of the West) Capt. E. W. 
Sutherland and Master T. (yEeilly were very efficient in rep^ing the 
sha^shooters, their constraction enabling them to fire over the banks, 
which our iron-clads could not do. Captain Sutherland kept unceas- 
ing watch in advance of the fleet while our boats were at work and won 
golden opinions by his assiduity. 

On the night of December 3i, when it was intended to assault the 
batteries by land and water, Colonel Ellet took upon himself the peril- 
ous duty of running up in the Lioness in face of the batteries* to clear 
out the torpedoes or break the wires and to plant torpedoes on the raft, 
which had a battery at each end of it. Ko doubt he would have per- 
formed it or lost his life or his vessel. 

I have great confidence in the commander of the rams and those 
under him, and take this opportunity to state to the Department how 
highly I npprecmte the commander and his associates. 

I have rile lujuor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. POETEE, 

Acting Rear-Admiral^ Gomdg, Mississippi Squadron. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


* Ko. 23. 

Report of Ool. Charles R. Elletj U. 8. Army^ of operations of the Ram 

Fleet. 

U. S. Steam-Eam Monarch, January 3, 1863. 
General: I have the honor to report to you that on December 30, 
1862, Admiral Porter accepted a plan which I proposed to him for clear- 
ing the Yazoo Eiver of torpedoes and thus enable the gunboats to get 
within close range of the enemy’s batteries on the bluffs. 

My plan was to attach to the bow of a swift and powerful steamboat 

* shArmari S* 1865. and iiiclosures. Appendix^ Part II, pp. 
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a strong frame-work, consisting of two heavy spars 65 feet in length, 
firmly secured by transverse and diagonal braces and extending 50 feet 
forward of the steamer’s bow. A cross-piece 35 feet in length was to 
be bolted to the forward extremities of these spars. Through each eud 
of this cross-piece and through the center a heavy iron rod, inches 
in diameter and 10 feet long, descended into the river, tcrr.'i^'.ating in a 
hook. An intermediate hook was atta^ched to each bar 3 :: oia the 

bottom. The three bars were strengthened by a light piece of timber 
half-way down, through which they were passed and bolted. 

I proposed to secure this rake to the bow of the steam-ram Lioness 
and run her at full speed up the river. The torpedoes are sunk in the 
water, but the cords by which they are fired are attached to buoys 
floating on the surface. My belief was that the curved hooks of the 
rake would catch these cords, and, driven by the powerful boat, would 
either explode the torpedoes or tear them to pieces and break the ropes, 
thus rendering them harmless to succeeding vessels. As there would 
be at least 45 feet of water between the point of explosion and the bow 
of my vessel I anticipated no damage would be done the boat. If the 
rake was destroyed a new one could be easily constructed. The design 
was to obviate the necessity of ^^onrliug men out in small boats to fish 
for the torpedoes under a t n 5i4M1(Ioii< imv from regiments of rebel sharp- 
shooters stationed in rifle-pits along either shore. This had been the 
plan hitherto pursued and found impracticable. The Cairo was blown 
up by a torpeao wliilc protecting the men who were searching for them. 

By Admiral Porter’s order J commenced the construction of a rake 
on the night of December 30. It was finished on the following day. 
Great credit is due Mr. George W. Andrew^, carpenter of the Monarch, 
for his exertions in getting it ready. He woi‘ked u];<;n it a” :»'‘gbt. and 
the next day in the water, and its speedy completion was n e.ia^y dm* to 
his efforts. We experienced great (liJlicuIry in procuring material, and 
were compelled to cut and haul the green timber on the bank at night. 
The wood was very heavy and sunk in the water. I was compelled to 
sustain the frame by the strongest chimney-guys I could find, bolting 
them through the bulwarks of the Lioness. When finished it worked 
to the greatest satisfaction, and the Lioness was in her place at the 
head of the fleet on the night of the intended attack, awaiting orders to 
move. She carried alongside in an open barge fifteen barrels of gun- 
powder, which I was instructed by Admiral Porter to place on the raft 
and ignite fifter reaching it. During her whole passage up and at the 
raft itself the Lioness would have been under the fire of the enemy’s 
batteries. The plans of the rmr^n'and’ng officer were changed and the 
attack did not take place. I u: <! .mil destroyed, by Admiral Por- 
ter’s order, such portions of the raft as could not be retained. 

I think it is only just, however, to the 35 brave men who volunteered 
to accompany me on this expedition to send you their names. I hope, 
notwithstanding the probability that the Lioness would have been de- 
stroyed, that you will approve of my having proffered her and my men 
for the purpose required. The removal of the torpedoes was essential 
to the advance of the iron-clads and consequently to that of our aarmy. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES RIYBES ^ILLET, 
Oolonelj Oommandmg Bam Fleet. 

Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Oommamding Mississippi Manne Brigade. 
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Bepoft of Capt.Bdicin TT. Sutherland^ '-on} itfindJii/f the Queen of the Weet^ 
of operations Deceinher I8C2. 

TT. S. Bam Queen of the West, 

Mississippi River ^ January 4, 1863. 

Bin : l.hare the honor to report the part taken by this boat in the 
late expedition np the Yazoo JEtiver : 

On the TT'ornin^r of December 23 I got under way, in obedience to 
orders of jeer Capt. Henry Walke, This boat was preceded in 

order by a tug and the gunboat Signal, with the gunboat Baron de 
Kalb bringing up the rear, the object of the expedition being to clear 
the river of torpedoes and other obstructions and secure a landing for 
the army. 

Upon arriving at Johnson's plantation I commenced shelling the 
woods to protect the tug. Proceeding half a mile farther the tug sud- 
denly received a volley of musketry, followed by successive discharges 
at this and the other' boat. I immediately advanced with this boat, 
covering the tug with the rifled gun and throwing canister from the 
port batteries. The enemy appearing on both sides of the river the 
firing was brisk until 3 o^clock in the evening, when, a large part of the 
fleet coming up, the action was discontinued. Captain Gwin, of the 
Benton, now assumed command, and by the courtesy of that gallant 
officer this boat was permitted to lead the advance, for which favor I am 
the more indebted, inasmuch as he took upon himself the responsibility 
of deviating from the instructions of Admiral Porter, the purport of 
which were that the rams should remain in the rear. 

Early on the morning of the 24th I reconnoitered with this boat up 
to the wreck of the Ci)iro and found the river clear. The fleet moved 
up and this boat crossed the line of a torpedo before I discovered it. I 
reported it to Captain Gwin, when we sent out several boats to re- 
move it. While so doing the enemy fired into them such a volley as to 
plainly indicate the impracticability of ever destroying the torpedoes 
by that means. The enemy now opened a galling and severe fire on 
all the boats and especially on this. My men gave three hearty cheers 
and returned their fire with such spirit and accuracy as to elicit re- 
peated cheers from the flag-ship. I remained at this point to engage 
the enemy, and the firing was heavy and incessant on both sides dur- 
ing the entire day. The other boats, at some distance in the rear, con- 
fined their efforts to the earthworks at the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou 
and below. 

The events of the 24th clearly foreshadowed the danger, in fact 
demonstrated the imposibility, of removing the torpedoes by sending 
out men for that purpose in open boats. The enemy were effectually 
sheltered in rifle-pits, which extended in almost unbroken continuity to 
the fort at the bluffs. 

The morning of the 25th I patrolled the river from 12 o^clock until 
daylight with this boat, and then took the position I had the day before 
and continued the fire up to the morning of the 27th, but could not suc- 
ceed in driving the rebels firom their works. 

On the 27th the command of General Steele moved up to enfilade the 
levees. I then advanced with this boat, the iron-clad vessels, two^ 
abreast, following at a distance of 400 yards and other boats of the fleet* 
bringing up the rear. My instructions were to cover the small boats 
engaged in taking up the torpedoes and to unmask a battery supposed 
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to be on tbe left bank of the river. I labored under the greatest dis- 
advantage for the want of a glass. Advancing too far the officer com- 
manding signaled my recall. I could not <l:stingu:sli the signals, and 
moved up to encounter the enemy, who in litravy force on the 

right with several batteries of field artillery. Observing that the fleet 
did not support I turned and saw the signal oi recall. I found then 
that my pilot, Mr. McKay, had allowed the boat to drift into shore, and 
was detained half an hour in getting afloat again. I rejoined the fleet 
and made the necessary explanation to the officer commanding. 

About 12 o’clock I again advanced, the other vessels following as 
before, until drawing the fire from the rebel fleet I withdrew out of 
range of the enemy’s guns, and thus terminated the active part taken 
by this boat in the expedition. For several days subsequent to this 
1 lay at anchor near the plantation of Benson Blake, an officer of some 
note in the rebel army. 

As most of the danger we incurred from torpedoes and the rebel fire 
was met with at this pliintation I considered iti)roper to destroy some of 
the buildings, especially a valuable piece of machinery, which, from its 
commanding position on Gascon Bayou, could have been used to annoy 
us by the rebels. I directed a torpedo to be removed from the river to 
this building and had it exploded with a port-fire, which utterly demol- 
ished the building. 

You will perceive that from December 23 to 27, inclusive, this vessel 
was under an almost constant "fire, and from the nature of the enter- 
prise and necessity of constant vigilance night and day the nerve and 
endurance of my men were tried severely, and their bravery and perse- 
verance deserve the highest commendation. 

The officers under my command (with few exceptions) rendered me 
much assistance, being obedient to orders and atreiitive to their duties. 
Mr. Townsend, eugineer-in-chief, deserves particular mention for skill- 
fully managing the engines, and at a critical moment, when the vent- 
field was blown out of the rifled gun, he replaced it with a new one in 
time for the piece to render most efficient service. 

During the five days engaged I fired from all the batteries 78 boxes 
of ammunition, and I would fain believe that we inflicted a heavy loss 
upon the enemy 5 but I cannot lay the unction to my soul, as they were 
too well protected by their rifle-pits. 

The loss on this boat was none killed and one slightly wounded. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

EDWm W. SUTHERLA:NrD, 
Ga;ptain Commanding U» S. Ram Queen of the West. 

Col. Ohatct.es Eivees Bllet, 

Commanding Ram Meet, 


No. 25. 

Reports of Lieut Qen, John C, Remberton^ C, 8. Amy, commanding De- 
partment of Mississippi and Dost Louisuma, of operations Deeemh^ 21, 
l^^i^anuary 2, 1803. 

Hdqtcs. Dept, op Mississippi and East Louisiana, 
Viokshurg^ Miss,^ F^uary — , 1863. 
General : On December 21, [1802], while at Grenada awaiting tbe 
approach of the enemy in that direction, information was received that 
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his large fleet of gunboats and transports was moving down the Mis- 
sissippi Biver for the supposed purpose of attacking Vicksburg. Brig. 
Gen. [J. C.] Vaughn’s brigade of East Tennesseeans was at once 
ordered to that point. 

On the 24th definite and reliable information reached me that the en- 
emj^’s gunboats had Hrrive<l at the mouth of the Yazoo Biver, C miles 
above Vicksburg, and that his transports were not far in their rear. 
Thereupon Brig. Gen. [John] Gregg with his brigade was immediately 
sent forward. 

On the 2oth [I] left Grenada and reached Vicksburg at 12 m. on the 
26th. While on the route the Fortieth Alabama Begiinent, Ool. [A. A.1 
Coleman, was ordered from Columbus to Vicksburg. On my arrival 1 
found the enemy’s gunboats were engaged in shelling the banks of the 
Yazoo Biver up to the vicinity of the first bluffs at Snyder’s Mill, and 
under their cover he was disombarkir.g his troops from his transports. 

Snyder’s Mill is situated IJ miles north of Vicksburg, on a bluff 
which overlooks the Yazoo Biver. At this point a strong battery had 
been planted and the river blockaded by a raft. Swamps, lakes, and 
bayous running parallel with the river intervene between the bank and 
the bills, and leave but four practicable approaches to the high ground 
from Snyder’s Mill to the Mississippi Biver, but all outside of the fbr- 
titications erected for the defense of Vicksburg : one in Blake’s field, 
running along his levee nearly at right angles with the river j the next 
about a mile below, along the Chickasaw Bayou ; the thira passing 
through a dry part of the lake opposite to an Indian mound, and the 
fourth by a road leading from Johnson’s by the race track. Before my 
arrival Major-General Smith had arranged his guns and disposed of 
his troops so as to guard these several approaches, under the immedi- 
ate command of Brig. Gen. [S. D.] Lee. 

On this day skirmishing began soon after the disembarkation of the 
enemy’s troops, which resulted in driving his advanced parties from 
Mrs. Lake’s plantation into the swamps bordering the river. 

On the 27th, at an early hour, demonstrations in force were made at 
the Indian mound, Chickasaw Bayou, Blake’s Levee, and Snyder’s 
« Mill, thus showing on the part of the enemy accurate knowledge of all 
the approaches. 

About 2 o’clock three of the enemy’s gunboats moved up to attack our 
battery at Snyder’s Mill, and continued a heavy firing for three hours, 
when they returned down the river. Our guns were handled with spirit 
and i)reci8ion, and the officers and men deserve the highest praise for 
their gallant conduct during the engagement. 

About the time of the attack at Sn.yders .Mill another was made along 
the Chickasaw Bayou with great violence and in heavy force. This was 
gallantly and successfully met by the Seventeenth Louisiana Begiment, 
two companies of the Forty-sixth Mississii)])! Begiment, and a section 
of (Japt. [Jeff. L.] Wofford’s battery, all under command of Col. [W. T.] 
Withers, First Mississippi Artillery. 

Paring the evening and night of this day Brigadier-Generals Vaughn 
and Gregg, with their bi igados, arrived from Grenada, and also Brig. 
Gen. [Seth M.j Barton and his brigade, of Maj. Gen. [Carter L.] Stev- 
enson’s division. Before daylight they were moved j;o the front and 
Brigadier-General Vaughn assigned to the command of the left, at the 
race course j Brigadier-General Barton to the center, fronting on the 
Indian mound, and Brigadier-General Lee to the right, reaching to 
Snyder’s Mill. Brigadier-General Gregg at first was held in reserve 
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with his troops, but was subsequently placed in x^osition between Gen- 
erals Yaughn and Barton. 

On the 28th, at 4.30 a. m., the enemy oi)ened five witli his sharpshoot- 
ers and six pieces of artillery on the rifle-i>its in front of the Indian 
mound and the section of artillery nxjon it. The Thirty-fii^st Louisiana 
Eeginient, under Col. fChailes H.] Morrison, occupied the 'trenches, 
and during the day was re-enforced, by five companies of the Fortieth 
Georgia, Col. Abda Johnson. The enemy’s fire was kept nj) with great 
vigor and without intermission throughout the day. In the evening it 
was so severe that our men were unable to stand" to their guns on the 
mound, when two Sections of Maj. [M. S.] Ward’s artillery were ordered 
up to aid in preventing the enemy from planting a battery in close range, 
which was successfully effected. 

On the previous night the command of Colonel Withers was removed 
from Chickasaw Bayou to Blake’s Levee, and the Twenty-eighth 
[Twenty-ninth] Louisiana Regiment, Col. [Allen] Thomas, of Lee s bri- 
gade, was sent to occupy Withers’ position of the previous day. 

About daylight the enemy, with six pieces of artillery, supported by 
at least a brigade of infantry, opened a heavy fire upon this gallant 
regiment, which held him in check until 12 m., when it retired in 
good order. The enemy, elated with his success, followed rapidly, but 
his progress was soon checked by a well-timed volley from the Twen- 
ty-sixth Louisiana Re^raent, commanded by Col. [Winchester] Hall, 
which occupied the ride x^its hurriedly thrown up opposite the dry 
part of the lake. 

On the same morning another strong column advanced upon the posi- 
tion held by the Seventeenth Louisiana Regiment, Forty-sixth Missis- 
sipxfi, Lieut. Col. [W. K.] Easterling, and [Capt. Robert] "Bowman’s bat- 
tery, all under command of Colonel Withers, on Blake‘''’s Levee, which 
was resisted in* gallant style and the enemy finally driven back with 
heavy loss, the Forty-sixth Mississix)x>i and two Xapoleons, under Lieut. 
[Frank] Johnston, doing admirable service. 

On the conclusion of this day’s fighting it seemed highly probable that 
on the next the enemy would make the attempt to carry our position by 
assault. The (11'5po«n*tious were made accordingly. The works were 
rex)aired and Mri'ngiheiiod. some additional trenches dug, and just be- 
fore daylight it was deemed advisable, owing to its isolated position, to 
withdraw the Twenty sixth Louisiana Regiment. 

On the 29th, aboni 9 (fcilock, the enemy was discovered in his attempt 
to throw a pontoon bridge across the lake. In this he was foiled by a 
few well-directed shots from a section each of Wofford’s and War<l’s 
batteries, that of the latter commanded by Lieutenant Tarleton. 

About 10 o’clock a furious cannonade was opened on General Lee’s 
lines. This ceased about 11 o’clock, when a whole brigade — about 
0,000 strong, pnderstood to have been Brig. Gen. [F. P.] Blaii^s, though 
not led by him in x>erson — emerged from the woods in good order and 
moved gnllantly forward under a heavy fire of our artillery. They ad- 
vanced 10 \\ ii hill 150 yards of the pits when they broke and retr^4»d, 
but soon rallied, and dividing their forces sent a portion to th^ right, 
which was gallantly driven back by the Twenty-eighth Louisiana and 
Forty-second Georgia Regiments with heavy loss. Their attack in 
front was repulsed with still greater disasters. By a handsome move- 
ment on the enemy’s flank the Twenty-sixth and part of the Seventeenth 
Louisiana threw the enemy into inextricable confusion, and were so 
fortunate as to capture 4 stands of regimental colors, 21 commissioned 
officers, 311 non-commissioned officers and privates, and 500 stand of 
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aoras. The Third, Thirtieth, and Eightieth Tennessee Eegiments oo- 
cupi^ the rifle-pits in front and behaved with distinguished coolness 
and courage. 

During this assault the nght the enemy in force was endeavor- 
ing to carry our center, {-cTP'sjjMuh <! by General Barton, by storm. Five 
resolute eflbrts w^re made to carry our breastworks and were as often 
repulsed with heavy loss. Three times he succeeded in mounting the 
parapet and once made a Mdgment nnd attempted to mine. 'Fho I 'ii i \ . 
secjond Georgia, Col. [0. re-enforced Colonel Morrison's 

and Col. Abda Johnson’s regiments early in the day. These troops and 
the line of skirmishers, ibri'aMl of companies from the ]-'urii(*ih and 
Forty-second Georgia, behaved with distinguished courage and steadi- 
iiess'f.iror.gh.out. At this point the enemy did not give up his attack 
until night-fall. 

On the left, commanded by Brigadier General Yaughn, the heavy 
abatis prevented the approach of the enemy excc^pr wiili sharpshooters, 
who advanced eo:;*]!:- <jusI.\, biir were met firmly by his Bast Tennes- 
seeans. 

Our sharpshooters everywhere, by their coolness, vigilance, and accu- 
racy of aim, rendered the most valuable service and contributed greatly 
to the general result. 

On the evening of the 29th Major-General Stevenson arrived at Vicks- 
burg, and by reason of seniority was assigned to the command of the 
troops in front of the enemy. 

On the 30th, although the enemy still occupied his position in front of 
our lines, the tiring was confined to the sharpshooters on either side. 

Maj. Gen. [Dabney H.] Maury arrived during this day from Grenada 
with a portion of his division and was assigned to the command of the 
right wing, reaching from the signal station to Snyder's Mill. 

On the 31st the enemy sent in flag of truce, asking permission to bury 
his dead and care for his wounded, which was granted. 

On January 1 it became evident that some new movement was ou 
hand, and on the 2d it was ascertained that the enemy was re-embark- 
ing. General Lee was sent with five regiments to harass him in this 
operation. The noble Second Texas, whoso fortune it was to be in ad- 
vance of the assaulting column, charged and routed the enemy, formed 
on the bank of the river, and continued (although under the incessant 
fire of twelve gunboats) their attack on the crowded transports until 
they passed beyond range. 

It is deeply to be regretted, however, that Lieut. OoL [W. 0.] Tfm- 
mins of this regiment, a brave and gallant soldier, who had just recov- 
ered from the eftects of a wound received at Corinth, was in this action 
mortally wounded at the head of his regiment. 

During these several engagements our entire loss was 63 killed, 134 
wounded, and 10 missing. I have reason to believe the enemy's loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners was not less than 2,000. 

For a more detailed statement of the military operations along our 
lines, running through a period of several days and resulting in the sig- 
nal repulse of the enemy at all points, I must refer you to the reports 
, of the different commandors etigagcd, which I have the honor to inclose 
herewith. 

During the attack our officers and men behaved most admirably. 
Without exception they have merited the highest encomiums. They 
endured fatigue and exposure with patience and cheerfulness. They 
met the enemy — greatly outnumbering them — with resolution and un- 
flinching courage. Those to whom I would call your particular attention 
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as entitled to the highest distinction are the Seventeenth, Twenty-second, 
Twenty-sixth, Tv ■ .. and Thirty-first Louisiana Eegiments; 
Forty-sixth Mississippi i\egiment and First ^lississip])! Artillery and 
Ward^s Battalion of Light Artillery; Fortieth, Forty-second, [and] 
Fifty-second Georgia Eegiments, and Third, Thirtieth, and Eightieth 
Tennessee Begi mentis. 

The <-o:!ii!ij;!'j]ng (.-.i leers of their respective regiments deserve the 
highest pKii'-i* :‘oi* i!ie:r good conduct, and I do not consider that I de- 
tract from the merits of others by calling your particular attention to 
Col. Edward Higgins, who commanded our batteries at SnydeFs Mill ; 
to Colonel Withers, who first commanded the force at Chickasaw Bayou 
and afterward at Blake’s Levee ; to Colonel Thomas, who so gallantly 
checked the advance of the enemy along the Chickasaw Bayou; and to 
Colonel Hall, who arrested his progress after Colonel Thomas was forced 
to retire ; and to Colonel Morrison, who occupied the trenches in front 
of the Indian mound from first to last. They deserve well of their 
country. 

To Major-General Smith the defenses of Vicksburg have been in- 
trusted, and he is entitled to the highest credit for the disposition of 
his troops and for his arrangements for defense, which rendered the 
place almost impregnable. 

To Brigadier-General Lee, to whom was confided at first the immedi- 
ate command of all the troops from the race course to Snyder’s MiD, 
great praise is due for his energy, courage, and ability, which showed 
him fully equal to the responsibility devolved upon him. His conduct 
throughout deserves your especial consideration. 

Brigadier-General Barton, intrusted with a most important command, 
behaved with distinguished coolness, energy, and gallantry. 

Brigadier- Generals Vaughn and Gregg, fiiough not so prominently 
involved in the several actions with the enemy, yet performed their re- 
spective duties in an entirely satisfactory manner. 

Major-Generals Stevenson and Maury, arriving loo late to participate 
in the more active parts of the engagemonr, displayecl the utmost zeal 
and increased the general confidence of our soldiers in their ability to 
hold pur advanced positions against any numbers the enemy might 
bring against them. 

To those members of the staff who were with me — Maj. J. Thompson, 
inspector-general of department, and Lieut. J. H. Morrison, aide-de- 
camp — I am especially indebted for the prompt and efficient manner in 
which they discharged every duty devolved upon them. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. PBMBEETOK, 
JAmtenmt-General^ 0(mm(md%ng. 

General S. Coopeb, 

Adjutant emd Inspector General* 


ViCKSBUEG, January 2, 1863. 

The enemy, finding all his efforts unavailing to make any inroad upon 
our position here, has re-embarked, leaving a considerable quantity of 
intrenching tools and other property, and apparently has rdhnquished 
his designs upon Vicksburg. 

J. O. PEMBBRTOlir, 
Lieutenant-Oeneraly Oommammg* 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretaary of War. 
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ViCKSBUHa, January 2, 1863. 

The enemy has re-embarked and gone down the Yazoo, leaving a 
large quantity of tools and vSome other property. Some of 

his ffunboats are up the Yazoo Eiver. He has been shelling the woods. 
^ J. 0. PEMBEETOK, 

LieutenanP General^ Commanding. 

General Joseph E. Johnston, 

Jackson^ Miss. 


Yioksbueg-, January 3, 1863, 

The enemy is reported as re-embarking. There is no doubt he is do- 
ing so in part. 

J. 0. PEMBEETO^r, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 

General Joseph E. Johnston, 

Jackson, Miss. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Miss, and East La., 

Ko. 23, j Vicksburg, January 8, 1863. 

The lieutenant-general commanding this department desires to ex- 
press to the troops of this command his high appreciation of their gal- 
lant defense of this important position. All praise is due them, not 
alone for so bravely repulsing the renewed assaults of an enemy vastly 
superior in numbers, but equally for the cheerful and patient endurance 
with which they have submitted to the hardships and exposure incident 
to ten successive days and nights of watchfulness in the trenches, ren- 
dered imperatively necessary by the close proximity of the opposing 
armies. 

While all have performed their duties with benefit to their country and 
honor to themselves, still, as must ever be the case in war, fortune has 
bestowed her opportunities unequally. To those who by her favor held 
the post of honor, and by their resolute courage availed of their oppor- 
tunities, special thanks are due; and it will be the pride and agreeable 
duty of the lieutenant-general commanding to claim for them from their 
country the distinction and honor they have so justly deserved. 

J. O. PEMBEEIW, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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Ko. 26. 

Beturn of Casualties in the Confederate forces at Chickasaw Bayou and 
Chickasaw Bluffs^ Miss.^ December 20-29, 1802. 
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ITtli Lonisiana 

Louj‘'iuna 

l*Gr1i LomsLana 
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31st Louisiana 

4t1i Mississippi 

46tli ]^liasi&sippi 

3d Tennessee 

Both Tennessee 

Hill’s company (cavalry) 

J ohnson’s company (cavalry) . 

Bomoan’s battery 

Drew’s battery 

"Wofford’s battery 


1 1 
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10 
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25 
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1 
2 
2 
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No. 27. 

Beport of Maj. Gfin. Martin L. Smith, 0. 8. Army, commanding forces in 
front of Vieksiurg, of operations December 25-30, 1862. 

Hbadqtjaetees, 

Vicksburg, Miss,, January — , 1863. 

OoLoiraiL : I have the honor to forward a report of the operations 
during the recent assaults upon our line by the Federal Army under 
Mai. Gen. [W. T.] Sherman, together with the reports of the brigadier- 
generals under my command : 

A brief description of the position of the troops and the reasons con- 
trolling their disposition are first pven. 

The broken ridge of hills touching the Mississippi at Vicksburg ex- 
tends into the interior in nearly a direct line and has a direction at about 
right angles with the gen^l course of the river. The Ya^ in its 
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course touclies tlie base of these hills at a point 12 miles in the interior 
known as Snydei*^s Mill; thence, diverging from them, empties into 
the ^lississi])])! some 6 miles above the city. There is thus between the 
hills and the Yazoo a triangular-shaped area of bottom land, densely 
wooded, with the exception of one or two plantations on it, and inter- 
sected with bayous and low, swampy ground. Skirting the hills from 
Snyder’s Mill down to near the Mississippi is first a swamp and then 
an old bed of the Yazoo, containr.ig considcrubie water, and only to be 
crossed without bridging at three points, where torrents from the hiUs 
have borne along sufficient matter to fill up the bed. From the termina- 
tion of this old bed to the Mississippi a belt of timber is felled, forming 
a hea\y abatis. There was thus a continuous obstacle 12 miles long, 
formed of abatis and water, skirting the base of the hills and but a short 
distance from them, terminated at one end by our fixed batteries and 
fortified position at the mill ; at the other end by the heavy batteries 
and field-works above Vicksburg. Through this obstacle there ard but 
three natural passages. 

It is to be borne in mind that the fortifications proper encircling this 
city are disconnected and entirely independent of the line described and 
the one selected on which to meet the enemy. The inquiry naturally 
aiises, Why meet the enemy outside of our fortifications and on a line 
so extended ! The reasons determining were as follows : The Yazoo 
drains a section of country of great wealth and fertility, has its source 
in the heart of the State, is navigable at an ordinary stage of water to 
the Mississippi Central, and has accumulated in its waters a large amount 
of property in steamboats. All this wealth of products and boats it was 
important to protect, but still more important to prevent the enemy from 
getting control of the river, which, once possessed, would give him a base 
for operations most dangerous to our success. So long as the works at 
Snyder’s Mill were held the whole Yazoo Valley was defended. It was 
believed those works could be held provided the enemy was forced to 
make a direct assault upon them from the river and not permitted to 
disengage himself from the bottom described, break through our line, 
and, estoblishing himself in the open country between the mill and 
Vicksburg, be able to take those works in rear. Another object was 
also accomplished: The enemy, without gaining the hills, could make 
no attempt to cut the line of the ^’icksbilrg ana Jackson Railroad. 

The base of the hills being determined upon as the proper line, prep- 
arations were made in advance to guard the three natural approaf'hos 
to it by throwing up earthworks, foiling timber, &c. It was further 
strengthened during the progress of the attack as the enejny’s plans de- 
veloped themselves. 

Certain information regarding the proximity of the enemy’s fleet was 
first received on the morning of December 23, and by 10 o’clock that 
night seventy-four transpbrts were known to be in the \ieiiiii\ (^f the 
mouth of the Yazoo, ^gether with some twelve gunboats i luu hiul pre- 
viously arrived. This number was increased during the succeeding 
two or three days to about one hundred and twenty. 

At di'.ylight on the morning of the 25th the troops of the command 
were oj'uiircd in the trenches, which they did not leave again until the 
attack was abandoned, except to re-enforco different portions of the 
line as circumstances r^uired. 

The 25th and part of the 26th were occupied by the enemy in debai‘k- 
iug and making demonstrations of attack at Snyder’s Mill, where one 
of their most formidable iron-dads vras very severely bandied and driven 
out of range by the open batteries, under the command of the gallant 
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Colonel Higgins, Twenty-second Louisiana Artillery. The gunboats 
did not afterward venture another attack, their iron armor being rather 
readily penetrated. 

About noon on the 2Gth it began to be apparent that the main attack 
would be against the center of our line, in the endeavors to gain the high 
ground by the cros.«5ing-points mentioned. The available infantry force 
under Ilrigadiei- General Lee was accordingly placed at these exposed 
points, with direct ions to hold the enemy in the bottom to the last and 
give time for re-enforcements to arrive. This was handsomely done, 
and they were completely held in check during the remainder of the 
day at the two points where their columns appeared. 

The arrival of three brigades, under Brigiidi(‘:*-Generals Barton, 
G-regg, and Vaughn during the afternoon and idgljr of the 26th added 
greatly to our strength and confidence. These troops were moved 
promptly forward and by daylight were in position, thus enabling the 
exposed points to be held in force and the whole front to be watched 
by skirmishers. ^ 

The line was now immediately commanded as follows: General Lee 
was on the right. General Barton in the center, General Vaughn on the 
left, General Gregg, with brigade, being held in reserve, t'lcugh subse- 
quently placed in position between Generals Barton and \ The 

order was for each brigade to draw re-enforcements from the one imme- 
diately on its left, the left itself to be re-enforced by fresh arrivals from 
the interior or from the reserve. 

The 27th was apparently occupied by the enemy in getting their bat- 
teries in position and preparing extensive rifle-pits. 

Early on the morning of i ho 28t h the enemy opened with a heavy fire 
of both artillery and musketry along the entire line, which increased 
with intensity as the day advanced and only ceased with night. 

The night of the 28th was spent by both parties in placing new 
batteries in position, strengthening the works, and preparing for the 
morrow. 

At daylight on the 29th the attack commenced with renewed fury and 
soon the appearance of a largely-increased force in front indicated an in- 
tention to assault, which was attempted almost simultaneously along the 
whole line. In front of General Lee the attack was the most formidable, 
as, owing to the ground, they could deploy on a greater front, thus tak- 
ing advantage of their superiority of numbers. The assaulting force — 
estimated at 6,000 — moved from their concealed position in the woods, 
advanced rapidly on an open space of say 400 yards, and made a deter- 
mined attack upon his intrenched position. Taken in flank by the artil- 
lery and met in front by a withering sheet of musketry fire, the enemy 
struggled up to within a short distance of our line, when he wavered, 
stopped, and soon fled in irretrievable panic and confusion, strewing 
the ground with his dead and wounded, leaving in our possession 4 
regimental colors, over 300 prisoners, and oOO stands of arms. 

In front of General Barton the assault, although not made in such 
members, was persisted in with a tenacity indicating a determined pur- 
pose to succeed. Kve difierent times did they attempt to storm his 
most advanced work, each time repulsed with loss, and from daylight 
uptil s^nnset the troops were under as severe a fire of musketry and 
artillery as it was practicable for an enemy almost enveloping them to 
pour into ^e work. 

The formidable abatis in front of General Vaughn, together with the 
batteries in position in the line to his rear, seemed to have disheartened 
enemy there from the first, rendering his attack uncertain, teeble^ 
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and repulsed. His skirmisliers, as they advanced in the fallen 
timber, were boldly met by our sharpshooters and their i)ro»ress ar- 
rested. A few well-directed shots from some 12 and 24 pounders drove 
them back into the woods and their masses disappeared. 

On the doth the enemy’s fire sensibly slackened, and permission to 
bury their dead and care for their wounded being grants on the 31st 
it was not afterward renewed to any great extent. 

Our loss from first to last was 63 killed, 134 wounded, and 10 miss- 
ing. The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, and taken prisoners 
was estimated at 2,000. It is now understood that they admit a loss of 
2 , 200 . 

On the 30th Major-General Stevenson having arrived, relieved me, 
by virtue of seniority, from the command of the troops in front of the 
enemy. ‘ 

The manner in which the troops, one and all, bore themselves during 
the six days and nights of continuous service in the field and trenches 
cannot be too much admired. Under General Lee they met the enemy 
in superior nnifibers and hurled him back with heavy loss. Under 
General Barton they endured unflinchingly a fire from which veteran 
troops might well have shrunk and gave a bloody reception to his re- 
l)eated assaults. Those under Generals Gregg and Vaughn showed 
l-jiTe-ot steadiness throughout and gave evidence of reliability should 
ihviv i)e inoie particularly called upon to show it. That the gallant 
officers and men who had withstood the oombardment of last summer 
should show such brilliant qualities as soldiers I had expected, and 
most faithfully did they fulfill my ex’pectations ; that those who came 
to re-enforce would do the same their officers knew. In no case was 
there disappointment. 

As bat one of the regiments from among IIionc ori^ii-inlly with me here 
(and that among the most promising) was necessarily absent from the 
field, it is but justice to say that both officers and men earnestly desired 
orders to be sent forwanl to the line. This regiment was the Twenty- 
seventh Louisiana. 

In concluding I take T)le 2 surc in reiterating the terms of commenda- 
tion in which the officers of <liflerent regiments are spoken of. They are 
intelligent, devoted, gallant soldiers, and deserve well of their country. 

To tile intelligent activity of my chief quartermaster and commissary 
much praise is due. Cooked rations were furnished the troops during 
the whole operations, and transportation provided promptly and to the 
extent that resources, both public and private, admitted of, I acknowl- 
edge, also, the valuable services of my immediate staff. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. SMITH, 

Major-General, Gommemding. . 

Lieut. Col. J. E. Waddy, 

Asst Adjt Gen,, Dept of Miss.' and Dost La,, Jackson, Miss, 


[Addenda.] 

Headqxtaetees Smith’s Division, 

Yiekshurg, Miss., April 27, 1863. 

Maj. E. W. Mbmmingbe, 

Assistant Adjutaait-Oeneral : 

Majoe : I liave the honor to inclose herewith a communication from 
Brig. Gen. 8. D. Lee, commanding Third Brigade, regarding an inecrip- 
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tion on the banners of regiments engaged in December last on the Yazoo 
line near Vicksburg. 

^ As the line of battle really extended from Snyder^s Mill to the Mis- 
sissippi Eiver, Chickasaw Bayou being but one of the three points 
where the engagement was severe and long continued, and as it was 
Vicksburg that was being defended, a city already distinguished and 
the name of which will always be a proud one and universally known, 
my wish is ^ther that the regiments engaged, especially those belong- 
ing to my division, have “Vicksburg’’ inscribed upon their standards, 
and this name is respectfully recommended." 

By reference to the reports forwarded to your office it will be seen 
that other regiments besides those under General Lee behaved with 
great gallanirx and ha\e an equal claim to distinction. The following 
were the regiments and batteries under Generals Barton and Lee re- 
spectively during the main part of the actions : 

With General Lee at Chickasaw Bayou : Seventeenth, Twenty-sixth, 
and Twenty-eighth Ee^ments Louisiana Volunteers; Third, Thirtieth, 
and Eightieth (now Sixty-second) Eegiments Tennessee Volunteers; 
Forty-second Eegiment Georgia Volunteers ; Companies A and D, First 
Mississippi Light Artillery (Colonel Withers) ; Company A, Ward’s 
Battalion Light Artillery. 

Under General Lee at Snyder’s Mill : Twenty-second Eegiment Lou- 
isiana Volunteer^ Third Eegiment Mississippi Volunteei*s. 

With General Barton at Lidian Mound, on Fishing Lake : Fortieth, 
Forty-third, and Fifty-second Eegiments Georgia Volunteers ; Thirty- 
first Eegiment Louisiana Volunteers. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. SMITH, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


* [Indorsemeiit.] 

Hdqbs. Dept, op Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Vicksburg^ Miss., May 12, [1863]. 

Major Memminger, assistant adjutant-general, will issue an order 
directing tlmt the word “Vicksburg” be inscribed on the banners of 
the within-named regiments, as Chickasaw Bayou is only a part of 
Vicksburg. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

F. M. STAFFOED, 

Acting Assistant A^utant-General. 


Pnoloflnxe.] 


VioKSBUEa, Miss., April 25, 1863. 

Major MEMMINaEB, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. Miss, and Dost La.^ Jackson, Miss. : 

Major 1 1 have the honor to request that the following re^m^ts 
and batteries be authorized to inscribe on their colors “ Chickasaw 
Bayou,” they having borne a conspicuous part in that important action, 
viz: Seventeenth, Twenty-sixth, and Twenty-eighth Eegiments Lou- 
isiana Volunteeers; Third, Thirtieth, and Eightieth Eegiments of 
Tennessee Volunteers; Comp^aitss A and D, First Eegiment Missis- 

“ Waurd’s Battalion 

I Volunteers. The 
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above regiments and batteiies \^ere engaged in tbe action, and I think 
it due to them that they should be permitted to bear the name on their 
colors. 

Tours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Briga&ler-General^ Provisional Army, 


No. 28. 

Beport of Maf Om, Garter L. Stevenson^ G. 8, Ar'^wy^ commanding 

forces in front of Vielcslmrgj of operations December 30, 1SG2-Janmry 

2, 1863. 

Hdqes. Forces in ebont oe Yioksbubg-, Miss., 

January 7, 1863. 

Colonel : For the information of the lieutenant-general commanding 
I have the honor to submit the following report : 

I arrived here on the evening of the 2l)rlL ultimo and was placed in 
command of all the forces then in front of the enemy. 

At an early hour the following morning T repaired to the field of 
action of the previous day and assumed command of the whole line, 
and especially of the left, composed of the brigades of Generals Bar- 
ton, Yaughn, and Gregg. The right — extending f 2 X>m Bock Springs 
to Snydei'^s ^lill, and composed of part of Maury’s division and Lee’s 
brigade — ^was under the immediate command of Maj. Gen. B. H. Maury. 

All remained quiet during the day in front of General Maury ; saw 
occasional picket firing, although it was evident that the enemy was 
still oonfiK)nting him and in line of battle. 

At daylight the attack on General Barton’s command was renewed, 
but with less vigor. The firing, however, continued at intervals all day, 
and the enemy was foiled in various attempts to erect batteries at dif- 
ferent points. There was also heavy skirmishing during the day in 
front of General Yaughn. 

On the morning of the 31st it was apparent that the enemy during 
the night inid iritrencla-cl the front of his entire line. Still, there was 
no renewal of the engagement. 

About 11 o’clock a flag of truce was sent to our lines by Brig. Gen. 

{ G. W.] Morgan, U. S. Army, asking a suspension of hostilities for four 
lOurs to enable him to bury his dead. The request was granted, and 
about 200 dead bodies were removed from the front of that portion of 
our line commanded by Brigadier-General Lee, between 100 and 200 
from General Barton’s front, and there is reason to believe that the 
enemy removed many of his dead during the two nights just previous 
to the suspension of hostilities. From a close examination of the 
ground occupied by the enemy I think that his loss during the several 
days’ engagement could not have been less than 1,200 men — ^probably 
many more. 

On the night of the 1st there were indications that the enemy was 
landing troops at Snyder’s Mill, but early on the morning of the 2d it 
was clear that there was no intention of attacking tibat point and that 
he was actually embarking his troops. Five regiments, under the com- 
mand of General Lee and Colonel "Withers, were sent to harass him 
during this operation. One of these regiments (the Second Texas) pur- 
sued the retrofitting fo^ to the verjr banh of the river^ and^ notwith8tan4 
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ing an iDcessant and heavy fire from twelve of his gnnhonts, poured vol- 
ley after volley into his ranks while he hurriedly emoarked ui)on his 
transports and steamed rapidly beyond rifle range. 

For our casualties and the names of those officers whose gallant con- 
duct won the commendation of their superiors! would respectfully refer 
the coTrimnnflir.g general to the accompanying reports of Major-General 
Matn y n-iiL lirigiuiicr-Generals Lee and Barton. 

i am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. L. STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 

Lieut. Col. J. E. Waddt, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen.j Dejpt. of Mississijppi and East Louisiana. 


No. 29. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton^ G. S. Army^ commanding Brigade^ 
of operations December 27-30, 1862. 

Hdqrs. First BRia., First Div., Smith’s Corps, 
Vicksburg^ Miss.^ January 5, 1863. 

Major : In compliance with directions from your office I have the 
honor to submit the r(»llo\\ iiiL* n vort of the operations of my command 
on the 28th, 29th, ami :> /; 

Soon after my arrival here on the 27th I was ordered by Maj. Gen. 
M. L. Smith to take post with a part of my brigade on the road in rear 
of the rifle-pits on the lake, soipe 3 miles north of the city, and take 
charge of the operations there. I found the post occupied by Colonel 
Morrison, with his regiment (Thirty-flrst Louisiana), a section of artil- 
lery, posted on an Indian mound in rear, all supported by [Col. John 
A.] Eowan’s Tennessee regiment on the road. The line of skirmishers 
to the right and left was strengthened and troops placed in position. 

At 4.30 a. m. on the 28th the enemy opened with six pieces and 
sharpshooters on the works and road, and with few intermissions kept 
up his file with increased force and vigor until night-fall. Eowan’s 
regiment was sent early in the day to General Lee on his call for re-en- 
forcements, and its place supplied by the Fortieth Geor^a, Col. Abda 
Johnson. The rifle-pits, sustaining a heavy fire and being threatened 
with assault, were re-enforced by five companies of this regiment, and 
two others strengthened the line of skirmishers. General L^ still need- 
ing troops, the Forry-&ec()nd Georgia, Col. [E. J.] Henderson, was sent 
him, drawing the Third TonnesscT from General Gregg, on my left, to 
replace it. 

During the afternoon the enemy having silenced the section on the 
mound, under fire of his artillery and infantry concentrated upon the 
breastworks, attempted to erect a battery at breaching distance. Major 
Ward, with two sections, was ordered to engage the enemy’s guns to 
create a diversion in favor of my skirmishers and enable them to pre- 
vent this work. This was Handsomely and successfully done and coti- 
tinued until darkness terminated the conflict. The night was passed 
strengthening the parapet and enlarging the work and rearranging 
and relieving the troops. 

At daylight on the 29th the attack recommenced in heavy force, 
slackened in vigor about 7 a. m., but renewed about 11 a. m. and lasted 
dark* The enemy made five efforts to take the breastworks 
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by storm — ^three times gained the crest of the parapet, once made a 
lodgment and attempted to mine, but on every occasion was repulsed 
with heavy loss. The Fifty-second Georgia, Col. [0. B.J Phillips, re- 
enforced Ihe work early in the day. The line of skirmishers, formed 
by companies of the Fortieth and Forty-second Georgia, was earnestly 
engaged all day, and held their position steadily and gallantly. The 
night was spent as before — ^in repairing the works and relieving the 
troops. 

At daylight on the 30th the attack was renewed, but wi^ less vigor, 
only three regiments and eight pieces of the enemy engaging the rifle- 
pits and skirmishers, and a desultory fire was contiuued during the day. 
The enemy endeavored to erect batteries at various points, but was 
driven off. 

I beg leave to call attention to the steadiness and intelligence of the 
troops under fire and their cheerfulness under the fatigues of three days 
and nights of incessant labor, watchfulness, and action. 

My casualties amount to 15 killed and 39 wounded, exclusive of that 
of the Thirty-first Louisiana of which no report has yet been received. 
The loss of the enemy can only be surmised, but was evidently heavy. 
Near by, nine large grave-trenches, of capacity of 76 men each, were 
left fill^. Hund^s were permitted to be carried off, and the ground 
for 150 yards in front of the breastworks gave frightful evidence of the 
great slaughter committed there. I estimate their killed, from these 
facts, at 050. 

Great praise is due Ool. [0. H.] Morrison, Thirty-first Louisiana, and 
the officers and men of his regiment for their good conduct throughout. 
I also make mention of Colonels Abda Johnson (wounded). Fortieth 
Georgia; Henderson, Forty-second Georgia, and Phillips, Fifty-second 
Georgia; Lieut. Ool. [Hiram P.] Bell (wounded), commanding Forty- 
third Georgia, and Maj. [Henry 0.] Kellogg, same regiment; Oapts. 

S '. B.] Lyons and Patterson, of my staff, as officers whose meri- 

rious conduct came under my personal observation, and respectfully 
refer to subordinate reports for accounts of others whom their com- 
manders commend for special merit. 

I am, major, very respectfiiUy, your obedient servant, 

S. M. BAETON, 
Brigadier- General. 

Maj. J, J. Eeeve, 

Assistcmt A^utant- General, 


No. 30. 

Beiport of Brig, Gen, John 0. Vaughn^ 0. S, Army^ eommandirig Brigade^ 
of operations December 26-29, 1862. 

Heapquaetebs East Tennessee Bekiadb, 

Near YicTcsburg^ Miss.^ January 10, 1863. 
SiE : I herewith report the operations of my brigade during the late 
battle before Yicksburg : 

The position assigned me was the extreme left of the line in front of 
the trenches and covering the abatis on the lake road. I deployed one 
regiment as skirmishers on the line of woods in front of the abatis, ex- 
tending from the river bank to the left of the line of skirmishers thrown 
out by Qenmral Barton, holding the regiments of Cols. [John H.] Craw- 
Ited and Eowan in reserve during the progress of tt^e urat day^s ftghti^ 
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I was ordered to re-enforce General Lee, and on reception of the order 
immediately sent the Eightieth [Sixty-second] Tennessee, Col. [John A.] 
Eowan, to his support. 

On the evening of the third day I was ordered to re-enforce General 
Barton, whose left was threatened. I ordered the Seventy-ninth [Six- 
tieth] Tennessee, Colonel Crawford, to his support, which left iiic but one 
regiment on the extreme left. The enemy were in strong force in front 
of my line of pickets and made several attempts to drive my forces from 
the line of abatis and woods, but failed. 

The troops of my command, being new and undisciplined, held their 
position with great steadiness and nerve under a heavy fire at intervals 
for two days, the ofScers a#d men both showing a willingness and zeal 
to defend their ground to the last extremity. 

The loss in my brigade was 9 killed and 9 wounded.* The larger 
portion of the wounded have since died. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JE-Q. C. VAUGHF, 
Brigadi€r-&eneral^ Commanding. 

Major-General Steyenson, 

Oomnumding Forces in Front. 


31 . 

R^ort of Mag. Oen. Dabney IT. il/awry, C. S. Army, commanding Division^ 
of ojgerations December 30, liyiVl-Ja.nnvry 2, 1863. 

Hdqes. Matjey^s Diyision, Second Corps, 
Department op Mississippi and East Louisiana, 
Near Vicksburg^ Miss.^ January 5, 1863. 

Major ; I have the honor to report for the information of the major- 
general commanding that I arrived here with a small portion of my di- 
vision about 4 p. m. on December 30, [1862], and took command of the 
forces occupying the lines from the signal station to Snyder’s Mill. 
During the entire day the enemy was in line of battle in our front. 
Besides occasional picket firing there was no demonstration of attack. 

On the morning of the 31st I discovered that the enemy had intrenched 
the whole front of the line occupied by him the previous day. About 
11 a. m. he sent in a fiag of truce requesting a suspension of hostilities 
for four hours to enable him to collect and bury his dead. This was 
granted him, and he removed from the field of General Lee’s action on 
the 29th about 200 dead bodies. 

On the morning of the 1st there was unusual quiet along the lines 
occupied by the enemy, and it soon became evident that some change 
had been made in his positions. During the evening it was reported 
that he was landing near Snyder’s MiD, and I therefore re-enforced 
that point.’ 

Before daylight the report of his landing a heavy force to attack our 
position at Snyder’s was reiterated, so that General Lee went up with 
several regiments, which with the brig^e of General [Louis] Hubert 
just arrived from Yazoo City were sufficient to hold the position until I 
could re-enforce it. 

Before 9 a. m. it became evident that there was no intention of at- 
tempting an attack upon Snyder’s Mill, and that the enemy had aban- 
doned his attack upon Vicksburg in this direction and was re-embark- 

^ Nnroinfll ligt 8 Mfiad und IQ WOHlldedf 
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ing his troops. Colonel Withers was at once sent with throe regimented 
and immediately afterward General Lee with two additional regiments, 
to harass the enemy while embarking. The gunboats prevented this 
force from making any heavy attack, though they could not prevent the 
Second Texas Sharpshooters from pressing close up to the transports 
and firing into the troops crowded on their decks until they steamed 
beyond rifle range. 

I regret to report that this gallant regiment has again lost its com- 
mander. Lieutenant-Colonel Timmins, just recovered from a severe 
wound received at Corinth, was again very seriously wounded in this 
attack upon the transports. His gallantry and the fine conduct of his 
regiment are much si)okeu of by those who ijbserved them. 

It is probable that many of the enemy were killed and wounded in 
this ajffair. Nine prisoners were captured and a small amount of stores. 

I believe that their abandonment of this great milifciry enterprise is 
justly attributable to the severe defeat of the enemy by Brig. Gen. S. 
D. Lee on the 29th instant, and I desire here to express my thanks to 
that officer for the manner in which he has enabled me to discharge the 
duties of this command. Throughout the operations herein reported 
I have relied upon General Lee^s knowledge of the ground and of the 
troops and upon his admirable military judgment. He is one of the 
most energetic, prompt, and efficient soldiers it has ever been my good 
fortune to serve with, and I hope the distinguished services he has ren- 
dered the country here may be acknowledged by his advancement in 
rank and command. 

I am, major, very respectfully, 


tfm BE3B Vjbi, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 

rtnclofliire.] 

Headquabtees Mauey^s Division, 

Vicksburg^ Miss,^ January 7, 1803. 

Majoe: I have the honor to report the following as the list of wounded 
in the Second Eegiment Texas Infantry in the reconnaissance under 
General Lee on the 3d [2df] instant: Lieut. Col. W. G. Timmins, com- 
manding the regiment, severely wounded,* Private D. Morse, Company 
H, slightly. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I D. PLOW^BEEBEl, 

Assistant Adjutant- QeneraL 

Maj. J. J. Reeve, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


yours, 

DABNEY H. 


MA^JRY, 

Major-General. 


No. 32. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Stephen JD. Lee^ 0. 8. Army^ commanding Provis- 
ional Division^ of operations December 25, ISi^'l^anuary 2, 1863. 

Heaequaetees Lee^s Beig-ade, 
Vicksburg^ Miss.^ January — , 1863. 
Majoe: I have the honor to make the following report of the op^a-. 
tions of the troops under my command during the recent conflict 
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the enemy, resulting in his abandoning his attack upon the city of 
Vicksburg: 

The enemy^s transports commenced making their appoara::ce near 
the mouth of the Yazoo on Christmas day, when, in r.oiiLpl:*:: i*e with 
orders from Maj. Gen. L.] iSmith, I took charge in person of the 
defense of the swamp from the city to Snyder s Mill. Between that 
point and city runs the swamp road at the foot of the blufi's, the aver- 
age distance of the road from the Yazoo being about 2.} miles. The 
country between the road and the Yazoo is heavy bottom and inter- 
sected by sloughs and bayous, containing the plantations of Capt. W. 
H. Johnson, Mrs. Lake, and Colonel Blake, the first two being below 
Chickasaw Bayou, which bayou separated Mrs. Lake’s plantation from 
Colonel Blake’s. The bayou runs back from the Yazoo and makes the 
half-way point between the city and Snyder’s Mill. A lake and swamp 
run almost parallel to the road from the city to Snyder’s Mill, and at 
an avorngc «ii>tnr,cr from it of about a third of a mile, giving but five 
poiiii> iliioiigli wl.irh the enemy could reach the river road from the 
Yazoo, except by throwing a pontoon bridge across the lake. These 
lioints, commencing next to the city, are: First, at the race course, 2 
miles troni I he city, by aroad leading to Johnson’s; next at the Indian 
mound, 4 miles from the city, where the lake is dry for 200 yards ; next 
at the Chickasaw Bayou, on Mrs. Lake’s i)lantation (a good road run- 
ning along the bayou from the Yazoo); next at Colonel Blake’s house, 
running back from the Yazoo almost to the road, 1 mile beyond Chicka- 
saw Bayou, and at Snyder’s Mill, 13 miles from the city, where we have 
extensive fortifications, commencing about 2 miles short of Snyder’s 
Mill in an impenetrable swamp. The abatis of fallen timber at the 
race course was an almost impassable barrier to the enemy. My 
arrangements were as follows: One regiment (the First Louisiana, 
Col. [S. R] Harrison) and two guns at the mound; four regiments and 
a battery at Chickasaw Bayou, and a regiment between the mound and 
the bayou. Eifle-pits were hurriedly thrown up at the mound and at 
the bayou, and timber felled across the lake for an abatis. The enemy’s 
gunboats had possession of the Yazoo for about a week before the 
arrival of the transports on Christmas day. 

On the 26th they landed in force at Johnson’s and at a point 2 miles 
above (1 mile below Chickasaw Bayou), driving in our pickets. Col. 

e V. T.j Withers, with the Seventeenth Louisiana, two companies of the 
orty-sixth Mississippi, and a section of Wofford’s battery, was directed 
to hold them in check near Mrs. Lake’s plantation. This he did in 
good style, driving thto from the open field into the woods. 

Early on the morning of the 37th the enemy appeared in force and 
attack^ Colonel AVitliers with violence. The colonel retired fora short 
distance up the bayou to a piece of woods and held his ground against 
a largely superior force. The enemy also appeared in force in the woods 
in front of the Indian mound, driving in our skirmishers across the lake. 
They also appeared on Blake’s Levee, at the same time attacking our 
batteries at Snyder’s Mill. They evidently had excellent guides, attack- 
ing tts at every point where it was possible to reach the road. 

On the morning of the 28th the enemy again attacked the woods held 
the previous day by Colonel Withers, but now by the Twenty-eighth 
[Twenty -ninth] Louisiana Volunteers, Col. Allen Thomas, being at 
least a brigade and a battery of six gnus. Colonel Thomas held his 
ground against this greatly superior force from about daylight until 13 
m., when he retired iii good order. The enemy were highly elated by 
their success and followed rapidly, bnt a volley from the Twenty-sixth 
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Louisiana, OoL [Winchester] Hall, near the edge of the lake and in 
temporary rifle-pits, brought them to their usual prudence and allowed 
the gallant Twenty-eighth to move in safety. Colonel Hall held his pits 
in his advanced position against a vastly superior force with great 
coolness and effect. The enemy also attacked Colonel Momson at the 
mound in heavy force, and plac^ several batteries in position opposite 
to him, which kept up a continuous fire. 

The enemy on the evening of the 26th had appeared in considerable 
force at the levee, and gave me much uneasiness. During the night of 
the 27th I increased my force at that point and placed Colonel Withers, 
Pirst Mississippi Artillery Begiment, in charge of its defense, he having 
at his disposal the Forty-sixth Mississippi Begiment, Seventeenth Lou- 
isiana, and Bowman^s battery. This arrangement was made none too 
soon. Early on the morning of the 28th the enemy appeared in force 
on the levee with artillery, but was handsomely held in check and 
driven back by Colonel Withers’ command, the Forty-sixth Mississippi, 
and two FTapoleon guns under Lieutenant Johnston, doing admirable 
service. 

. On the 28th the enemy, who had landed a small infantry force in front 
of Snyder’s Mill, disappeared from that point, only two gunboats amus- 
rng themselves by firing at long range on our works. Their force in front 
of my position at Chickasaw Bayou had greatly increased on the even- 
ing of the 28th, and it was evident my imsition would be attacked next 
morning. During the night my command was re-enforced by two regi- 
ments and my line of battle fixed. 

Before daylight on the 29th Colonel Hall’s regiment was withdrawn 
from its advanced pits and the dry crossing left open to the enemy, as it 
was desired he should attack my position in fh)nt. 

Early on 'the morning of the 29th the enemy cautiously examined the 
advanced pits (vacated), not understanding apparently why they had 
been abandoned. He was exceedingly cautious. About 9 a. m. he at- 
tempted to throw a pontoon bridge over the lake to my left. This was 
soon thwarted by a few well-directed shot from the section of Wofford’s 
battery and a section of guns commanded by Lieut. J. A. Tarleton, of 
Maj. [M. S.] Ward’s artillery battalion, [Fourteenth Mississippi]. As 
soon as the attempt to pontoon the lake was discovered my line of battle 
was pushed to the left by two regiments to throw them in front of the 
threatened point; the two regiments were the Forty-second Georgia 
and Twenty-eighth Louisiana ; at the same time Col. [Pierre S.] Lay- 
ton’s Fourth Mississippi was ordered to join me from Snyder’s Mill, as 
no enemy was at that point. About 10 a. m. a furious cannonade was 
opened on my position by the enemy, he at the same time arranging his 
infantry to storm my position. At 11 a. m. his artillery fire ceased and 
his infantry, 6,000 strong, moved gallantly up under our artillery fire 
(eight guns), crossing the dry lake at two points, one being in front of 
the vacated pits and the other about 200 yards from my line. Here our 
fire was so terrible that they broke, but in a few moments they rallied 
again, sending a force to my left flank. This force was soon met by the 
Twenty-eighth Louisiana, Col. Allen Thomas, and the Foriy-second 
Georgia, Col. [E. J.] Henderson (sent to the left in the morning), and 
handsomely repulsed. Our fixe was so severe that the enemy lay down 
to avoid it. Seeing their confusion the Twenty-sixth Louisiana and a 
part of the Seventeenth Louisiana were marched on the battle-field, 
and under their cover 21 commissioned ofiScers and 311 non-commis- 
sioned oflScers and privates were taken prisoners, and 4 stand of coloi:i9 
mA ^ of ftrms oapturedi 
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The enemy left in great confusion, leaving their dead and wounded 
on the field. About 80 of their wounded were treated in our hospital. 
Their dead on the field numbered 200. Many of their wounds were 
allowed to be carried off by their infirmary corps immediately after the 
fight. In this day’s fight their casualties could not have fallen short 
of 1,000. Immediately after the battle the fire of their sharpshooters 
was redoubled. They would not allow my command to care for their 
wounded. 

The troops under my command behaved with great gallantry — officers 
and men. It will be impossible to notice the conduct of all* deserving 
mention. Besides the regments already mentioned for gallantry I would 
mention the Third, Thirtieth, and Eightieth [Sixty-second] Tennessee 
Eegiments, occupying the pits where the enemy m^e their most formi- 
dable attack. They displayed coolness and gallantry and their fire was 
terrific. 

IS’o reports having been received from the colonels, no names can be 
given as deserving of esp^ial notice, but every one did weU. Col. [Ed- 
ward] Higgins, commanding the important post at Snyder’s Mill, de- 
serves great credit. He commanded only as an old soldier could. 
Though often threatened he was always cool and self-possessed and 
exhibited in his dispositions great judgment. 

I would particularly mention Colonel Withers, who exhibited high 
soldierly qualities and gt^t gallantry, first in holding the enemy in 
check after landing, and^in repulsing him when my right fiank was 
threatened. His disposimons were excellent. 

Col. Allen Thomas, Twenty-eighth Louisiana, exhibited great gal- 
lantry and with his raiment did splendid service. Col. Hall, Twenty- 
sixth Louisiana, showed great coolness and gallantry. Colonel Hen- 
derson, Eorty-second Georgia j Cols. [C. J.T Clack and [James J.] 
Turner, Third and Thirtieth Tennessee; Col. [J. A.J Eowan, Eightieth 
Tennessee ; Colonel Easterling, Eorty-sixth Mississippi, and Col. [Bob- 
er^ Eichardson deserve favorable notice. 

Of the artillery, I would particularly mention Maj. [B. E.] Holmes. 

Captain Wofford exhibited great gallantry and coolness, and to him 
is due more credit than to any one else for such defenses as were 
at Chickasaw Bayou, he having planned and executed most of them. 
Lieutenants Johnston, Duncan^ Tarleton, and Weems behaved well. 

Of my personal staff I am pained to announce the death of Capt. Paul 
Hamilton, assistant adjutant-gener^ who was killed on the 29th, by the 
explosion of a caisson by a shell &om the enemy, while executing an 
order. He was the most promising young officer it has been my for- 
tune to meet. He was but twenty-one years of age, but had been in 
thirty battles. He was brave to a fault, always present in danger 
in the path of duty. His gallantry was only excelled by hisonodesty 
and stnct performance of fevery trust confld^ to him. 

Maj. Donald C. Stith, brigade inspector, behaved with gallantry and 
coolness under fire and did good service. Lieut. Henry B. Lee, aide- 
de-camp, showed great bravery; he was wounded in the hand bearing 
an order. M%j. [W. 0.1 Watts, Clapt. W. H. Johnson, and Lieut. [S. S.] 
Champion, volunteer aades-de-camp, acted gallautiy and were of great 
service. 

I would also mentiou Corporal Champion, of Captain Johnson’s com- 
pany, in charge of couriers, for his bravery. He carried several impor- 
tant orders under heavy fire. Dr. Smith (a civilian seventy years of 
lb|ge) acted as aide-diO^^iunp and did good service, 
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Inclosed is a list of casualties : Thirty-six killed, 78 wounded, and 3 
deserted. Total, 124. 

Major-General Maury arrived on the morain^^ af the 30th and assumed 
command. The report of my future operations will he sent through him. 

Please find inclosed reports of Colonels Withers, Higgins, Thomas, 
and Morrison. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STBPHEl!^ D. LEE, 

Major-General, 0. 8. Army, Commanding on Yazoo, 

Maj. J. G. Devereux, 

Asst Adjt Gen,, Second Dist., Dept. Miss, and East La, 


Headquarters, 

Chickasaw Bayou, Miss., January 6, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report for the in- 
formation of Major-General Maury: 

Up to his arrival on the morning of the 30th ultimo my command 
extended from General Barton^s right, at Bock Springs, to Snyder’s 
Mill, including the command at that point — 8 miles. The general on 
his arrival informed me what troops he had brought and pmced them 
at my disposal, directing me to put them in jwsition, stating that he 
would be responsible, but that I should continue to command the troops 
as he knew little of the ground. I felt highly flattered at such an evi- 
dence of his confidence and beg leave to thank him for his generous 
conduct. 

During the 30th the enemy were remarkably quiet along the whole 
line. There was no artillery fire on their part, but their line of battle 
was plainly visible. 

On the morning of the 31st it was discovered that the enemy had 
thrown up a strong line of intrenchments in front of his line of battle, 
with embrasures for his artillery. There was, however, a remarkable 
stillness on his part, and about 11 a. m. Brigadier-General Morgan, 
commanding in my front, sent in a flag of truce, asking four hours to 
bury Ills dead. It was granted, and there was no firing during the rest 
of the day. 

On the 1st the unusual silence of the enemy and the number of his 
boats visible at the mouth of the Chickasaw Bayou led me to believe 
that the enemy was concentrating his force for an attack at some 
point either above or below Chickasaw Bayou, and Colonel Higgins, 
at Snyder’s Mill, was warned. 

During the night of the 1st and 2d frequerrt reports reached my head- 
quarters to the effect that the enemy were lanjiing in heavy force to at- 
tack our works at Snyder’s Mill, and*by direction I moved to that point 
with four regiments, arriving there before daylight. So soon as it wa^ 
dawn it was evident tliat the enemy intended no attack, but was re-em- 
barking. 1 immediately returned to Chickasaw Bayou, and by permis- 
sion of the major-gener^ pursued the enemy to the river with the Second 
Tex^ Third and Thirtiefti Tennessee, and the Twenty-third Alabama 
Begiments j the Second Texas being in front, the entire regiment being 
deployed as skirmishers. The enemy were mund drawn up in line of 
battle (two re^ments) on the river bank under cover of their gunboats, 
about twdve in number, and the river bank being lined with their 
tirwsparts. The S^nd Textw advanced tq 100 yards of t^ie boats 
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without opening j^re. Neither did the enemy open on them. I ordered 
the fire to open. rogir^oi"- with a dash rushed almost 

up to the boats, di l'\ ■; .‘i \\ i* :;-:*rible effect on their crowded 

transports. Ne^ c:* iMvt- 1 mv*: '-.j h disappearance from crowded 

vessels nor vessels move off so hurriedly. The gunboats at once opened 
on the skirmishers with about twenty boat-howdtzers from their ui)pei* 
decks and with rifles from their plated decks. The Texans remained 
until their troops had disappeared, and as nothing was to be gained by 
firing on their iron-dads they withdrew. 

I regret to state that the gallant Colonel Timmins, commanding the 
ivgimcnt, was wounded, I would also mention that Captain Brow'ii, of 
General Maury’s staft‘, had his horse killed during the action. 

The enemy having all re-embarked I returned from the Tazoo. There 
is nothing further worthy reporting. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Brigadier- General^ 0. 8. Army, 

Assistant Adjutant-Genebal, Mauby’s Division, 

Yicksburgj Miss. 


Hdqbs. Depabtment Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jackson [Miss.]^ January 19, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, 

Commanding Brigade^ at Vicksburg : 

Genebal: I am instructed by Lieut. Gen. J. G. Pemberton, command- 
ing this department, to say to you that owing to the gallantry shown 
by yourself and the troops under your command you are authorized to 
designate a suitable officer of your staff to carry to Kichmond, Va., the 
standards” captured in the engagement on the Chickasaw Bayou near 
Vicksburg, IMiss., on December 29, 1862. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 

J. E. WADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Addenda.] 

Hdqbs. Depabtivient Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Vicksburg J January 27, 1863, 

General S. Ooopeb, 

Adjutant a)id Inspector General : 

Sib : I have the honor to forward to you for preservation four stands 
of colors captured from the enemy on the 29th ultimo in the attack 
upon Vicksburg. I send these colors by the hands of Maj. D. O. Stitti, 
of Brigadier-General Lee’s staff* and inspector-general of his brigade. 
Major Stith was selected for this service with iny approval by General 
Lee on account of the leading and distinguishecLpart which UIkS brigade 
bore in the action of that day, which resulted in the decided discom- 
fiture of the enemy and the capture of thesC colors* 

J am, general, very respectMly, &c., 

^ J. C. PEMBEETON, 

Lleutenanf-Generaly Commanding. 
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Be^oTtB of Col. William T. Withers^ First Mississip^^i Idght Artillery^ of 
operation Feoemher 26, lS62-Janiiary 2, 1863. 

Headquastees m the Field, 

Chickasaw Bayou^ January 3, 1863. 

Geisteeal : I respectfully submit the following report of the operations 
of the troops you did me the honor to place under my commaud : 

On Friday morning, the 26th ultimo, I received orders from you to 
assume command of the defenses at Chickasaw Bayou. I immediately 
proceeded to that point in company with you, and shortly after our ar- 
rival notice was given that the enemy had effected a landing below, and 
that three regiments of infantry and a squadron of cavalry were in Mrs. 
Lake’s field in front of our position. The entire force at my disposal at 
that time was the Seventeenth Louisiana, Ool. [Eobert] Eichardson com- 
manding 5 the Twenty-sixth Louisiana, Col. [Winchester! Hall command- 
ing; two companies of the Forty -sixth Mississippi, under Capt. [J. B.] 
Hart, [Company B], and Capt. [Jeff. LJ Wofford’s company of my light 
ariallery regiment. The Twenty-sixth Louisiana and the two companies 
of the Forty-sixth Mississippi were immediately thrown forward and 
deployed as skirmishers across Mrs. Lake’s field along the road leading 
from her residence to the swamp. The enemy kept up a continual fire 
from their artillery aboard of their boats, and their sharpshooters also 
fired rapidly. The Abolitionists hesitating to advance on our position, 
and their guns being of longer range than ours, a 12 -pounder howitzer, 
under charge of Captain Wofford, was advanced, and by a few well- 
directed shots caused the infantry to retire to the cover of the woods. 
This gave UvS possession of Mrs. Lake’s corn-cribs, which had been com- 
pletely commanded by the enemy’s sharpshooters, and they were fired 
by Captain Wofford to prevent the com falling into possession of the 
enemy. The enemy having retired from the field, the Twenty-sixth 
Louisiana was withdrawn to the cover of the levee and sheltered as 
much as possible from the fire of the gunboats. Late in the evening 
they were relieved by the Seventeenth Louisiana, which passed the 
night at and near Mrs. Lake’s residence. 

On the morning of the 27th, about 10 o’clock, the pickets brought 
information that the enemy were advancing on our i)ositions in two 
directions. A portion of the Seventeenth Louisiana, with a howitzer 
of Wofford’s battery, were advanced to Mrs. Lake’s gin-house to hold 
in check the force in that direction. Soon afterward the two companies 
of the Forty-sixth Mississippi, stationed as pickets in rear of Mrs. Lake’s 
residence, were driven in and the enemy appeared in the edge of the 
field in considerable force, eonsi^jfing of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. 
One of Captain Wofford’s howiizrr'*, under command of Lieut. [W. 
A.J Lockhart, immediately opened on them. The enemy replied with 
spirit from their battery, when a brisk artillery duel occurred, under 
cover of which the howitzer and part of the Seventeenth Louisiana at 
the gin-house were withdrawn and our forces concentrated to resist the 
attack now threatened both in our front and on our right flank. A 
strong position was seTected in a narrow skirt of timber bordering the 
field, our line of battle farmed, and skirmishers thrown out. The 
ground being difficult to retire over under fire, after consultation with 
Capt. [Paul] Hamilton of your staff, the artillery was ordered to retire 
to our regular line, and as you had instructed me to bold the enemy 
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in check I determined to hold the position selected to the last extrem- 
ity with the infantry. While the enemy were feeling their way slowly, 
two companies of the Twenty-sixth Louisiana were ordered to cross 
Chickasaw Bayou and take position in the timber on the bank, in order 
to fire on the flank of the enemy’s column as it advanced to attack our 
position. Under cover of a heavy fire of artillery the Abolitionists ad- 
vanced to the attack between 3 and 4 o’clock. Their column of attack 
consisted (as I subsequently ascertained from prisoners) of the Twenty- 
second Kentucky, Sixteenth and Forty-Second Ohio, with an adequate 
support. They made repeated eflforts to dislodge our forces but were 
as often driven back, and night found us not only in i)o>^ession of our 
position but of considerable ground in front. The Ab(/.'iion general 
([M. L,] Smith) was wounded in this skirmish and the enemy severely 
punished. 

I cannot close the account of this day’s operations without paying a 
deserved tribute to the memory of the lamented and gallant Paul Ham- 
ilton, your late assistant adjutant-general. Without his assistance I do 
not believe we could have held our position against the overwhelming 
odds brought against us. He was ever at the point of danger, cheering, 
animating, and directing our officers and men ; his appearance seemed 
to have an electric effect upon all w'ho saw him, and he inspired all 
around him with a portion of his own gallant spirit. 

About dark the wearied troops under my command were relieved by 
the Twenty-eighth [Twenty-ninth] Louisiana, Ool. [Alien] Thomas com- 
manding. After being relieved you were kind enough to place me in 
command of the right wing of your line of defense. 

Early on the morning of the Sfeth ultimo it became evident the enemy 
intended making a demonstration on Blake Levee, which was in the line 
assigned me, and I received instructions from you to hold it at all haz- 
ards. The position was one well calculated to be successfully held by a 
small force against large odds. The levee followed the bank of Thomp- 
son’s Lake until it approached Chickasaw Bayou, when it turned almost 
at right angles from the lake (the bed of which just at this point hap- 
pened to be dry at this place and time) and followed the bank of Chick- 
asaw Bayou. Just within the angle where the levee made the turn was 
a slash, or pond of water, from knee to waist deep. In the dry bed of 
this lake near the turn of the levee the timber had been cut down, form- 
ing an abatis difficult, but not impossible, to pass. The levee w^ de- 
fended in the morning by one company of the Twenty-sixth Louisiana 
(which wa^ sulysoquont^y withdrawn) and seven companies of the Forty- 
sixth Mississippi, under Lieut. Col. [W. K.] Easterling. A portion of 
them were deployed as skirmishers at the bend of the levee and along 
the branch of it that ran along the Chickasaw Bayou. The skirmishers 
of the enemy occupied that part of the levee that was on the bank of 
Thompson’s Lake, and also all the dry ground in the angle of theleve^ 
Heavy skirmishing continued from early in the morning ratil about 8 
a. m. A section of Napoleon guns from Company A, my light artillery 
regiment, under Lieut. Prank Johnston, was in position so as to com- 
mand the turn of the levee and that portion of its slope next to Thomp- 
son’s Lake, and also the narrow strip of timber laud between the levee 
and the lake. Three guns of Capt. [Eobert] Bowman’s battery were m 
posted as tp play on the enemy in case they should dislodge our skir- 
mishers and turn the angle of Ae levee. ^ 

About 9 a. m. the enemy opened on our troops with a battery wmen 
they had brought from the Yazoo along the levee, soon afterward 
I discx)vered a column of attack formed in the timber consisting of three 
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regiments. The space between the lake and levee being narrow, the 
column had only a front of one section, which gave us a decided advan- 
tage. They threw forward their skirmishers, covering the entire space 
between the lake and the levee, and attempted to advance, but time 
and again were repulsed by the well-directed spherical-case shot from 
Lieutenant Johnston’s Napoleons and the vigilance and determination 
of the Forty-sixth Mississippi. Once the column of attack advanced, 
but was soon checked and forced to retire by the tire of our artillery. 
While Lieutenant Johnston’s section was holding this column in check 
they were exposed not only to the fire from the battery on the levee but 
also to the cross-fire from the Parrott guns in t’--, ■■■’:. of the woods 
opposite our center. The enemy were held in •■ ■■ « ' day at this 
point, evidently foaririg to make the assault. The reserve of infantry 
and artillery on tlie right had no opportunity during the day to take 
part in the action, but were annoyed occasionally by shots from the 
enemy’s artillery. A section of Oapt. [J. L.] Wofi’ord’s battery, under 
Lieut. [J. W.J Weems, posted in the main road on the extreme left of 
my command, wa« after 11 a. m. under heavy fire from the enemy’s 
Parrott guns and sharpshooters in the point and behaved with great 
gallantry. 

Before daylight on the 29th ultimo the troops with which you ^re- 
enforced the right went into position, expecting an assault on Blake’s 
Levee ^ but by 9 o’clock I became satisfied that tbe enemy had shifted 
their position and were massing their forces on our center, and also no- 
tified you. A little after noon heavy firing on your center indicated 
that the enemy were about to storm your position. The Seventeenth 
and Tw(Mity-sixth Louisiana and one gun from Company E, under Lieut. 
[W. J.] Duncan, was promptly ordered to l^he center. Soon after a sec- 
tion of Company I, under Captain Bowman, was also sent you from 
the right. The enemy now made a formidable assault upon your center 
and were played upon from tbe right by Lieutenant Johnston’s Napo- 
leons and a 0-pounder of Company I, under Lieut. [John F.] Tye, with 
marked efi(‘ct. The assault was unsuccessful and the enemy was driven 
back with terrible slaughter. As they retreated in wild confusion across 
the bed of the dry lake one of the Parrott guns of Company B opened 
upon them from the right, taking them in their flank and adding greatly 
to their confusion. After their retreat 1 noticed a column of the enemy 
again advamdiig on you, which was soon put to flight by a few well- 
directed shots from Lieutenant Duncan’s gnu and you from the right. 

Oil the oOth and 31st [ultimo] and 1st inStant all was quiet on the 
right. Early in the morning of the 2d, anticipating that our jiositioii at 
Blake’s Levee would again be attacked, you sent me re-enforcements. 
The Thirty-seventh Alabama was relieved by tbe Tliiriy-fifih Missis- 
sippi, and the Twenty-eighth Louisiana, under Lieut. Col. [J. O.J Landry, 
was sent to Chickasaw Bayou Bridge, as a reserve to support the right 
wing, or go to Sn.vderis Blufi:* in case of attack there. While you were 
absent at Snyder's Blafi* my position was further re-enforced by the 
Twenty-third Alabama, Col. [F. K.] Beck commanding, and I was or- 
dered by General [Dabney H.j Maury to go to your assistance, in case 
you were attacked at Snyder’s Bluff* and needed re-enforceineuts, with 
the entire disposable force on the right. 

Learning that the enemy were probably re-embarking, I was ordered 
by General Maury to follow them to their transports and feel them, if 
practicable. Just at this time I met jon on yonv return from Snyder’s 
Biuffl Immediately the Thirtieth Mississippi, Twenty-eighth Louisi.nia, 
jiinl Tweqty-tUirij Alabama -Eegiments were put in" motion, anj cross- 
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ing Chickasaw Bayou were advanced as rai)idly as possibh*, throwing 
out a line of skirmishers in front through the woods where the enemy 
had been encainx)ed. Finding the cainx>s all deserted and the ground 
strewn with the dSbrin of a retreating and panic-stricken army, the col- 
umn passed on toward Yazoo Biver, captniingO jn'isoners and a qnantitv 
of army stores. I intended dividing the force and ri-rro Chiekii.-^a w 
Bayou into Mrs. Lake’s held with two of the regiments, but linding you 
were moving down that side of the bayou with a considerable force, by 
your order the T'wenty-third Alabama was sent over to you and the 
other two regiments pushed rapidly to the vicinity of the transports and 
gunboats. Hoping that the enemy would advance to attack your force 
I formed a line of battle as quickly as possible on the bank of the bayou, 
intending to take their column of attack in the flank if it advanced on 
you; but our cx]ioetaMons were not realized, as the Abolitionists de- 
clined the battle, though offered them on an open field and within a few 
hundred yards of their boats, and contented themselves with shelling 
the ground previously occupied by our forces. The forces under my 
command remained in line of battle until I received orders from you in 
person to return to camp. 

It afibrds me pleasure to bear testimony to the geneial good conduct 
of the ofiicers and men placed by yon under my command. A list of 
casualties will doubtless be furnished you by the diflerent regimental 
commanders. 1 shall make a separate report of the part taken in tlus 
diiierent actions by all the batteries of my light artillery reginuMit that 
were on the ground. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. WITHElfcS, 

Colonel First Missifisipp} Light Artillery, 
Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, Commanding Brigade. 


ViOKSBUBG, Miss., January 6 , 18G3. 

General : I have the honor to submit the following rexmrt of the 
operations of the five batteries of my light artillery regiment which were 
on the line of the Yazoo during the recent demonstration of the enemy 
ill that direction : 

Having been placed in command of a mixed force of infantry and 
artillery at Chickasaw Bayou I was unable to devote myself exclusively 
to my own batteries, but took advantage of every spare moment at my 
command to look after their interest and’ notice the manner in which 
they were served. A detailed report has already been made of the 
operations of the infantry and artillery under my immediate command, 
but it will be necessary to allude to the movements of our infantry in 
order to explain satisfactorily the part taken in the different actions 
by the light artillery. 

The enemy effected a landing at Oapt. [W. H.] Johnson’s plantation 
on Friday morning, the 26th ultimo, and by 12 o’clock a considerable 
force had advanced into Mrs. Lake’s field, in front of our position at 
Chickasaw Bayou. Our force there at that time consisted of the Seven- 
teenth Louisiana, Col. Eobert Richardson ; the Twenty-sixth Louisiana, 
Lieut. Col. [Winchester] Hall: two companies of the Forty-sixth Mis- 
sissippi, under Capt [J. B.j Hart, and Capt. [J. L.] Wofford’s battery. 
The Twenty-sixth Louisiana, the two eoinpaiiies of liie Forty-sixth 
^lississippi, and a 12-poniuler bowitzm- under Captain Wofibrd, we 
44 R E— VOL XVII 
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imiriediiitt^Iy advanced from our lines to hold the enemy in check until 
a(l(‘(|natc arraiigemeiits could be made to resist them. The infantry 
were tbrmcMl along the road leading from Mrs. Lake’s residence to the 
swamp, awaiting the approach of the enemy. They preferred, however, 
to keep at a distance, and their guns being of greater range than ours 
TT.^Tord was ordered torward w^ith his howitzer, and by a few 
"■ spherical-case shot caused them to retire in some con- 
fusion to the cover of the timber. This movement gave ns possession 
of ^Irs. Lake^s corn-cribs, which had been commanded by the enemy’s 
s:: :: and they were fired by Captain Wofford, in obedience to 

or(lc:*'<, p: (*v(‘;:.h the corn falling into the hands of the enemy. During 
the K ofriiese movements the gu’ boat> kept up an incessant 

f re on our trooi)s. Our forces held possession of Mrs. Lake’s residence, 
gin, and (pirrtors d.nriT.g the night, the Twenty-sixth Louisiana being 
relieved by :i;t‘ S(*ve::‘e;*u:!i Louisiana. 

On the morning of the 27th a section of Captain Wofford’s battery 
was advanced from our lines and one gun xiosted so as to command the 
i‘oa<I leading from Mrs. Lake’s residence btick to the swamp and the 
other at the gin-house. 

About 10 a. III. the enemy advanced on our jiosition in two directions. 
Discovering that the force adv;in(*ing along the road in rear of Mrs. 
Lake’s residence consisted of infantry, artillery, and cavalry and largely 
outiiuml>ered ours, and learning from a reliable source that a consider- 
able force wiis advancing on our right flank, the howitzer posted at Mrs. 
Ijake’s residence was orderec] to open on the enemy, which it did with 
effect, checking their advance. The enemy soon placed a section of guns 
in battery and a brisk artillery duel took place, under cover of which 
our infantry and howitzer at the gin were withdrawn and our force con- 
centrated near Mrs. Lake’s residence. As soon as this object was ac- 
complished the howitzer under Lieut. [W. A.J Lockhart was withdrawn, 
as we had no ammunition to ex^iend in artillery duels. As the ground 
was difficult to retire over with artillery under Are Oaxitaiu Wofford 
was ordered with his howitzer across tiie lake to our regular line of 
defense ami the infantry posted to hold the enemy in check, which was 
successfully done, though the enemy made several attempts in strong 
force to drive us from our imsitio:*. Xiglit found us masters of the 
ground and the enemy severely The Abolition general 

(Smith) was wounded during the evening’s skirmish. 

During the evening the enemy attempted to carry Blake’s Levee, on 
our right, but were repulsed by a section of Kapoleon guns, under Lieut. 
Frank Johnston, of Company A. 

Early on the morning of the 28th the Abolitionists made another 
d<*m()nstration agmnst Blake’s Levee. This levee was a very important 
Iiosition, for once in the x>ossession of the enemy it enabled them to 
flank us and gain a footing in the hills. I received orders from Briga- 
dier-General Lee to hold it to the last extremity. The levee was de- 
fended by seven comxianies of the Forty-sixth Miss1ssix)i>i (afterward 
increased to nine companies), Lieut. Ool. W. K. Easterling command- 
ing j one company of the Twenty -sixth Louisiana (afterward withdrawn) ; 
Captain Bowman’s battery, and Lieutenant Johnston’s section of l^ajio- 
leons. The iiosition was naturally very strong. The levee was some 
12 to 15 ibet high and wide enough on top for a good wagon road. 
It ran along the hank of a deex) lake until it ajjproached Chickasaw 
Bayou, when it turned almost at right angles and followed the bank at 
Chickasaw Bayou until it reached the high ground. The lake gave out 
a short distance from where the levee made the turn. Its old bed and 



Chap. XXIX.] 


VICKSBURG. ^ 


691 


bank were covered with timber, which had b( 3 en f<dled, niakiiii^ a formi- 
dable obstruction to the advance of a column. Part of the land inside 
the levee at and near the turn was covered with water from knee to 
waist deep. A portion of our troops were dc^ployed as skirmishers at 
the bend of the levee and on that i)ortion of it that raxi along the bayou. 
The enemy occupied that part of the levee that ran along the lake and 
all the dry g.-oi; \C iiiside the bend of the levee. Heavy skirmishing 
continued Miiil 9 a. m., when the enemy opened on oiir trooi)s 

with a battery which they had brought from their boats along the levee. 
Finding they could not damage our skirmishers, protected as they were 
by the high levee, they turned their fire on Lieutenant .Tohuston^s sec- 
tion of Xapoleons and kept it up as rapidly as possible for several 
hours. Lieutenant Johnston was ordered not to return their lire, but 
to shelter his men as well as possible and await the advance of the 
enemy. Several times tin* e;iem\ atteir.pted to advance their skirmishers, 
but were driven back by Lieutenant Johnston’s guns. 

Between 9 and 10 a. m. T discovered a heavy column of attack, con- 
sisting of three regiments, formed in the timber between the levee and 
the lake. They threw forwanl their skirmishers and endeavored to ad- 
vance, but the well-directed spherical-case from the Napoleons soon 
threw them into confusion and they retired out of rang:. Thi.< column 
threatened our position for five or six hours, but the dirnc'ulric.s of the 
ground and the terrible fire of artillery, which had accurately acquired 
their range, seemed to deter them. It was subsequently ascertained 
from Col. [Thomas C.] Fletcher, of the Thirty-first Missouri, who was 
taken prisoner, that his regiment formed the head of the column, and 
that the main force of the enemy in front of oui* position were concen- 
trated behind this levee. They were held in check all day long by the 
Forty -sixth Mississippi, Lieutenant Jobnstoifs section, and Captain 
Bowman’s battery. 

About 11 a. m. the Twenty-eighth [Twenty-ninth] Louisiana, under 
Col. [Allen] Thomas, which had relieved the Seventeenth Louisiana the 
evening before, after gallantly holding the position across the lake near 
Mrs. Lake’s field against great odds, was forcyed to retire to our regular 
lines. The enemy soon advanced their artillery to the timber skiii:ing 
McNutt’s Lake, and the firing became general along the center and left 
of our line. Two of Captain Wofford’s guns, under Lieutenant Weems, 
were posted in the road near the right of our center, and two howitzers, 
under Captain Wofford, just to the left of our center. About 250 yards 
farther to the left was posted a section of Company E, under Capt. [N. 
J.] Drew, and the other section of Company E was posted at the Indian 
mound, about three-quarters of a mile farther to the left. The enemy 
concentrated on these batteries a terrible fire of artillery and rained a 
perfect shower of Minie balls on them from the woods on the opposite 
bank of McNutt’s Lake. Our batteries were not idle, but slowly and 
deliberately returned the fire. They were instructed not to waste a 
single round of ammunition. The heaviest fire seemed to be ooneen- 
tKited on Captain Wofford’s four guns, and nobly did he and his gallant 
officers and nfen sustain themselves. One wheel of one of his pieces 
was destroyed by a Parrott shell and another was seriously damaged, 
and his loss of men was very heavy, yet they never faltered. Night 
found the survivors at their posts. 

I regret that I cannot report as favorably of the secMon nnder Cap- 
tain Brew. With as gallant a body of men as ever lived, and who had 
often been under fire before, he without orders moved oue of his pieces 
from its position and left the field himself. His other piece was dis- 
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abled by a sliot from one of the enemy^s guns and rendered unservice- 
able. Captain Drew did not return to tbe field until late next morn- 
ing, when he was placed in arrest and ordered to the rear. The battery 
afterward, under Lieutenant Duncan, acted with great giillantry and 
did good service. While Lieutenant Johnston^s section was under fire 
from the battery of four guns on and near Blake’s Levee it was also 
subjected to a cross-fire from the 20 jponndor Parrott guns posted in 
the woods beyond McJSTutt’s Lake, hlight put an end to the contest. 

It is proper here to state that Captain Wofibrd, having more men 
than were necessary to man his guns, had armed them with muskets, 
and they took position with the infantry in the rifle-trenches and did 
good service. 

Before daylight on the morning of the 29th, in anticipation of an at- 
tempt to carry the levee, re-entbrcements were sent me and the artillery 
wavS increased by three guns of Company E, under Lieutenant Duncan. 
All remained quiet on the right, and by 9 o’clock it became evident that 
the main force of the enemy had been removed from the levee and were 
being massed in front of the center, where General Lee commanded in 
person. Early in the morning a 6-pounder gun of Company I, under 
Lieutenant Tye, was placed in position near Johnston’s section of Na- 
poleons, and so locat^ as not only to sweep Blake’s Levee but also the 
ground in front of our center. 

About noon it became evident that the enemy intended to attempt 
to carry our center by storm, and the Seventeenth and Twenty-sixth 
Louisiana and a 6-pounder gun of Company B, under Lieutenant Dun- 
can, were, hurried from the right to aid in repelling the attack. The 
enemy crossed the dry bed of the lake at two points and made a for- 
midable attack on the center, but were wirli great slaughter. 

Captain Wofford’s four guns, Lieutenant Johnston’s section, nnd the 
6-pouuder under Lieutenant Tye kept up a rapid and well-directed fire 
on the advancing columns from the moment they emerged from the 
wood until they were scattered and once more regained the friendly 
cover of the timber. Lieutenant Duncan arrived with his gun from the 
right while the enemy were in the open field in front of our works. He 
brought his gun into action on the open ground in front of the 

advancing columns, and under a heavy fire of artillery and infantry 
opened on them with marked effect. Just at this time a section of Oom- 
l>any I, under Captain Bowman, was ordered up from the right, but 
arrived too late to take part in the action. They were, however, ex- 
posed to a heavy fire and had 1 man killed as they came on the ground. 
As the broken masses of the enemy retired across the bed of the lake 
a rifle piece of Company E opened on them from the right and added 
greatly to their confusion. In this brilliant engagement the firing of 
the artillery was rapid and at the same time quite accurate. Some of 
the pieces fired 120 rounds each during the action. After being repulsed 
the enemy attempted to advance again across the dry bed of the lake, 
but a few shoes from Lieutenant Duncan’s gun threw them into confu- 
sion and they scampered off like fri^Mr n-. d flock of sheep. 

During the evening the enemy attempted to throw a pontoon bridge 
across McNutt’s Lake, but Lieutenant Duncan’s gnu and Captain Wof- 
ford’s howitzers soon drove them from their work. Ant ieina ling that 
they would attempt to finish the bridge daring the night. General Lee 
ordered Lieutenant Duncan and Captain Wofford to fire on them at 
intervals during the night. One of the Napoleon guns of Lieuten!ant 
Johnston was also placed in i)Osition during the night to command the 
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bridge. la the i.u.:*: 1* ‘t was ascertained that the enemy had given 
up the effort to lake, and had withdrawn their boats. ' 

Baring the 30th and 31st ultimo and 1st instant the artillery kept 
its position, but the enemy kept out of range. On the 2d instant it was 
thought another effort would be made against Blake's Levee, but later 
in the day it was ascertained that probably the enemy were re-embark- 
ing their troops, when a portion of our troops were advanced across the 
lake and Chickasaw Bayou, capturing some prisoners and pursuing the 
enemy to their transports. Lieutenant Johnston and a section of Cap- 
tain Wofford’s battery rrgnged 'u this expedition. 

The enemy were i-'n within a few hundred yards of their 

boats but declined, and took shelter as rapidly as possible under cover 
of their gunboats. Our troops in the mean time were to a heavy 

artillery tire from the boats, but remained on the ::eld until it was cer- 
tainly ascertained that the enemy were moving their transports toward 
the Mississippi Eiver. One gun of Lieutenant Johnston’s section was 
left as a picket near the Yazoo, and our wearied troops returned to 
their encampments. 

Too much praise cannot be accorded our brave soldiers, who were out 
seven days and nights without tents or shelter of any kind, and who 
were for some time not even permitted to build fires to warm them- 
selves. I bear testimony with pride and pleasure that my command en- 
dured their hardships not only uncomplainingly but cheerfully. 

Six guns of Company A, Oapt. [S. J.] Bidley, and Capt. [J. J.] Cowan’s 
battery were posted at Snyder’s Bluff. The enemy were constantly 
threatening this position, but never attacked our laud defeases; conse- 
quently these fine batteries had no opportunity of engaging the enemy. 
Though they were not actually engaged ret they were out, exposed to 
the weather for nearly two weeks, and suffered almost as much from ex- 
posure as those who were in the actions at Chickasaw Bayou. Every 
of&cer connected with my regiment behaved with great gallantry except 
Captain Drew, of Company E. 

I beg leave to call especial attention to Capt. J. L. Wofford, who dis- 
tinguished himself for his gallantry and good conducts. He fired the 
first gun at the enemy, and a section of his battery followed them to 
their transports as they embarked. Lieutenants Lockhart and W^ms 
of his battery also acted with great coolness and gallantry. Lieut 
Erauk Johnston, of Company A, though a youth in years showed him- 
self to be a man in experience, and called forth the admiration of all who 
saw him for the cool and efficient manner in which he handled his sec- 
tion. Captain Bowman, of Company I, though only a short time under 
fire, behaved with great gallant^, and gave favorable promise of good 
work whenever his gallant company have an opportunity. lieutenmt 
Tye of his company handled his 6-pounder gun on the 29tii ultimo with 
spirit and did adnurable work. 

My especial thanks are due Lieutenant Bxmcan, who assumed com- 
mand of Company E after the arrest of Oapt^ Brew, for the pliant 
and effective manner in which he managed his command. T^eir con- 
duct was such on the 29th as to merit and obtain the approl^tion of the 
brigadier-general commanding. Lieuts. [William J.] Cottingham and 
[ J. A.] Gnesti of Company B, both conducted themselves \vith gallantry 
and spirit, i take great pleasure in stating that the Tion -commissioned 
officers and men of all the batteries conducted themselves *.n a soldierly 
maimer and are entitled to the thanks of their officers and of the country. 

Captain Wofford’s company lost 1 corporal (killed), 2 serg^nts, 1 cor- 
poral, and 6 privates (wonnd^). Company E, Lieutenant Duncan com- 
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manding, had 1 sergear/i and 1 private killed and 3 privates wounded. 
This company had L horses killed and 2 wounded. Captain Bow^man’s 
co’iipany ha<i 1 man killed. Lieutenant Johnston’s section had 1 man 
slighlly wounded. 

My thanks are due to my staff for the gallant and efficient manner in 
which they discliarged their respective duties. My adjutant { J. L. Pow- 
ers) acquitted himself with much credit, as did also my sergeant-major, 
W. D. Elder. Quartermaster Sergeant J. C. Henley rendered invalu- 
able service in attending to the distribution of ammunition ami made 
himself geuerally useful. Lieut. S. Champion, of Capt. [W. H.] 
Johnson’s cavalry company, who was assigned to duty with me by 
Brigadier-Ceneral Lee, acted with jrreat gallantry and entitled himself 
to my thanks, as did also Captain Haines, volunteer aide-de-camp. 

Maj. B. Iv. Holmes, of my reglim-iit, took a general oversight of all 
the batteries on the held. He acquitted himself to my entire satisfac- 
tion and rendered most valuable service. He richly deserves, and 
doubtless will receive, the thanks of all the batteries which took part 
in the different engagements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. T. WITHEES, 

Colonel^ Comdg. First Mississippi Light Artillery. 

Maj. Gen. Martin L. Smith, 

Oommanding Artillsrg^^ (&e. 


No. 34. 

JReport of CoL Edward JSiggim. Ttrri>^'i sevund Louisiana Infantry, of 
affair at iSnj^^Urs MiU. 

Headquarters, 
Snyderh MilU JDecemher 30, 1SG2. 

General : I have the honor to report that at 2 p. m. De<iember 27 
the enemy’s gunboats were seen coming up the river. In a short time 
a launch and s(*veral boats came around the point immediately below the 
batteries. Two shots were fired at them, which caused them to retire. 
In a few minutes a steamer (an immense iron-clad, between 300 and 400 
feet in length) rounded the point and made fast to the other shore and 
engaged our batteries. Her fire was returned with spirit and precision. 
The sound of our shot was distinctly heard to strike the iron-clad, and 
it is believed several ■. her hull. About 3 p. m. two Federal 

gunboats stationed i i.n point opened with shell upon our bat- 

teries. A launch belonging to the enemy was struck and turned over 
by one of our shot. About 5 p. m. the eiieihy being repulsed returned 
down the river. 

The batteries and works were not injured. The casualties were 1 
killed and 2 wounded, all of the Twenty-second Lonisiana Regiment. 

Much ])! aisc is due Maj. George Purves, Twenty-second [T\a ciity-flrst “?] 
Louisiana, viio commanded the batteries, and the men and officers un- 
der his command, for their gallant conduct during the engagement. 

' I am, general, very respectfully, 

EDWARD HIGGINS, 

Colonel^ Comutanding. 

Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, Commanding Brigade. 
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Xo. 35. 

JSiej^orfs of CoL Allen TlhomoB^ Ticeyifif-eh/lifh Louinmna Tnfayiiry^ of sTcir- 
mislies at Vkickasatc Bayou, 

Headc^uarters, 

In the Field,, January 2, 18G3. 

Gejseral: Having received orders from > 011 on the morning? of the 
27th ultimo to move my regiment to your left to i)revent th<^ completion 
of a pontoon about to be thrown across the bayou by the (‘neui}, I ad- 
vanced my regiment to that point under a very galling fire irom the en- 
ein^ ’s artillery and sharpshooters. I immediately placed twm 
of the Twenty- eighth Louisiana and four crar.pani^s of the Fo' y-^cccnd 
Georgia on a mound opposite to and con/.i.j;: the pontoon. The 

enemy had here massed a considerable force, whose incessant fire caused 
us considerable loss. Our ibrces succeeded, how'ever, in holding them 
in check, i)reventing the completion of the bridg<j. 

At about 11.30 a. in. I observed the enemy (jrossing the bayou in large 
force and forming line of battle with the evident intention of storming 
our works. At the same time lie threw out a force across a fence to your 
left, opposite my extreme right, for the purpose of t.;rid!:g yc»ur flank. 
I immediately advanced the renndning companies of ; he T\venr\ -eighth 
Louisiana and Forty-second Georgia to my right. :* :* per:':g the enemy 
to retire with considerable slaughter. 

About this [time] you had completely routed his eolnmns, which had 
attacked your center. The line which 1 had been placed in command 
of was incessantly annoyed by sliarpshooters, who were in very easy 
range, as it was near the woods which he occupied. This caused the 
loss oil our side of a number of brave men, compelling me to keep the 
men covered by day. At night, however, I su(icc(*(hMl in throwing up 
temporary breastworks. 

The brigade which 1 had the honor to comm«and, c jrisisMng of the 
Secgnd Texas, Twenty-eighth Louisiana, Fourth Mississippi, Forty- 
second [Georgia], and Thirty-first Alabama, behaved well, evincing a 
strong desire to meet the enemy. 

My thanks are due to Lieut. J. G. Clark, who had been ordered to 
report to me, for efficient service. 

All of which, general, I have the honor to submit. 

ALLBK THOMAS, 
Colonelj Commanding Brigade, 

Headquarters, 

In the Fields January 2, 1863.. 

Geotiral: In obedience to orders I took position ( ii the evening of 
the 27th ultimo in the advance on Mrs. Lake’s place, across Chickasaw 
Bayou, relieving Colonel Richardson’s command, which had been hotly 
engaged with the enemy. 

Early on Sunday morning the enemy opened on my advance, which 
I had placed in a shallow ravine, the nature of the ground being such 
as to afford the best protection to the command. jMy advanci^ suc- 
ceeded in holding in check for some time a v^ large force of the en- 
emy, but were finally dislodged and driven in, w^hen I advance<l my 
reserve and drove the enemy back. Having received large re-enforce- 
ments, the enemy renewed the attack, and after several hours hard 
flghtiug, my ammunition being nearly exhausted and the men wearied, 
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I ordered them to fall back. As I was rei reaiin;;* I met a. messenger 
from you with ])r<)mis€ of re-enforcements, i again rallied my men 
and reoceupied the ground, dislodging tbe enemy from the woods, Vbich 
they occupied in large force. The (*nemy, soon after being largely re- 
enforced, renewed the tight with great vigor, and having thrown a force 
much larger than my own on my right flank, 'while he threatened my 
left with his cavalry, he again compelled me, before the promised re- 
enforcements had arrived, to fall back, when at 12.30 p. m. I succeeded 
in w’:t! ,1’ ■: v-‘ng my command with but little loss. 

TL ■ was held for six and alialf hours from the first attack 

against largely superior numbers. 

My loss was 9 killed, 25 wounded, 6 missing, and 3 deserters. The 
])risoiun s captured the following day stated that we had engagedBlair’s 
brigade, said to number 7,000 or 8,000 men, and had killed and wounded 
upward of 400 of tbe enemy. 

All the officers and men behaved with the utmost gallantry, it being 
invidious to particularize. 

Among the killed I deeply regret the loss of First Lieut. FT. Robin, 
commanding Company K, a gallant and accomplished soldier, who died 
on the field. 

All of which, general, I have the honor to submit. 

Very respectfully, 


ALLBK THOMAS, 

Colonel^ Gomma/nding Twenty-eighth Louisiana. 


Ko. 36. 

Eeport of Ool. G. H. Morrison^ Thirty-first Louisiana Infantry^ of oj^era- 
tions December 26-29, 1862. 


January 4, 1863. 

Major ; I have the honor to report the part taken by my regiment 
in the recent (*;;gage!nent 'with the enemy on the lines near the Yazoo 
River on December 27, 28, and 29, 1862, with the casualties : 

On tbe 26th I occupied the ground in front of the Indian mound with 
my command, 320 strong,* put out pickets and bivouacked for the night. 

Early on the 27th I threw forward some 400 or 500 yards three com- 
panies as skirmishei s to protect a party of laborers employed in throw- 
ing up some iiiiivncMipenis and felling an abatis in our front under the 
direction of Oapt. JDavid] Wintter, of the Engineer Corps. About 3 
o’clock in the evening these skirmishers were driven in by a superior 
force of the enemy. Hidden from view by the dense woods and fallen 
timber in our front, the enemy’s sharpshooters opened upon us a brisk 
lire, which they continued until night. During the night our works 
were extended and strengthened. Two guns of [Oapt. l^Tewit J.] Drew’s 
artillery, under command of Lieut. [W. J.l Duncan, were placed in bat- 
tery on the mound in our rear the same night. 

On Sunday morning, the 28th, between 4 and 5 o’clock, the fire was 
optMUMl in front of our position by the enemy with two batteries, which 
thcA Iiad planted the night previous. Our little battery on tbe mound 
reopened in gallant style until after daylight, when the sharpshooters 
rendered it impossible to man the guns except at occasional intervals. 
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At the dawn of daj' the fire from the sharpshooters and musketry was 
opened upon our lines, and applied so well from their cover that it was 
almost impossible for a man to show himself above the works without 
being instantly killed. The fire from their artillery and small-arms was 
continued until after dark without our being able to reply with any 
eftect. During the day I was re-enforced by about 100 men from the 
Fortieth Goorgiu TJ; !;» whom I was much indebted for their 

coolness and <*lieer:a’ . 

On Sunday night 010 " works w^ere strengthened and improved. 

On Monday morning, the 29th, before daylight, the attack was re- 
newed by the enemy with more force and determination than on the day 
l>revious. Early in the day I began to reply to his fire at short inter- 
vals. About noon the fire became general on both sides, terminating 
only when it became too dark to fire except at random. 

About 1 o’clock an attempt was made in force to storm our works ou 
the extreme left, occupied by Company B, Capt. E. D. Bridger, which 
was gallantly repulsed, only one of the enemy being able to reach the 
work, when he fell instantly. The effort to storm the works was re- 
newed about 2 o’clock, but with less determination than before. Ee- 
peated attempts were subsequently made toeftect a breach in our forti- 
fications with intrenching tools under cover of their attacking columns 

and the perpendicular banks of [ — ^ ]. These attempts were all 

siicc'cs.^fully resisted, and those of the enemy who reached the desired 
position were generally driven off. By night we had driven the enemy 
back under cover of the woods and fallen timber. 

During the hottest part of the I was re-enforced on the 

left by the Fifty-second Georgia ih-ginirij. Colonel Phillips, to whom 
we were much indebted for the final n p.. of the enemy. 

The total casualties in my regiment were 8 killed and 17 wounded, 1 
of whom has since died. I have no report of the casualties iu the For- 
tieth and Fifty-second Georgia Eegiments, though they each suffered 
to some extent. 

1 have no means of knowing with any correctness the loss of the en- 
emy, though I am persuaded it was very considerable from the evi- 
dences on the field, which was hastily scanned as far as could be seen 
by Gol. fO. D.J Phillips, of the Fifty-second Georgia Eegiment. and 
Lieut. Col, [S. H.] Grifiiu, of iny regiment, during the truce on the oOth. 
The enemy gathered up 9 dead bodies very near our breastworks, the 
rest having been removed under cover of the woods since night. About 
20 were counted on other parts of the field during the engagement. 

The attack was principally on our left wing, owing to the position of 
our works and the ground occupied by the enemy. 

I might state many instances of individual gallantry, but as it is im- 
practicable to mention them all I refrain from mentioning any, I take 
great pleasure, however, in bringing to your attention Mr. William 
Pasco, of the Whig office, who took a dispatch from me to one of Geui 
eral Barton’s couriers and volunteered to bring it to me through the 
thickest of the fight ou Sunday, the 28th, at the imminent risk of his 
life. 

All of which is very respectfully submitted, - 

0. H. MOEEISON, 

Colonel Thirty-Jirst Loumana Regiment^ Le^s Brigade. 

Maj. D. 0. Stitu, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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JANXJAET 2f 1863. — Skirmisli near Fort Donelson, Tenn. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies^ U. S. Army. 

January 3, 1863. 

CJolonel Lowe reports that a train going from Fort Donelson to Foit 
Henry was attacked by Spaulding^s band of guerrillas. A fight ensued. 
Spaulding was killed and several others, with some prisoners, and rout- 
ing the remainder. Our loss, 3 killed and 3 taken prisoners. 

THOS. A. DAVIES, 

Brigadier- General. 

Col. John A. Eawdins. 


JAITFAEY 4-17, 1863 ^Expedition against Arkansas Post, or Port Hind- 

man, Ark., and operations in that viciiiity. 

STJNIMIJARY Oin a?I3Cm I>RI3SrCIT>^X. KVJffiNTXS. 

Jan. 4, 1863.— Maj, Gen. John A. McClernuntl, U. S. Array, assumes comnuuitl of 
the Army of the Missl-sippi. 

4- 8, 1863. — ^Transfer of the Army of the Mississippi from MUhken’s Bend, La,., 
to mouth of White River, Ark. 

10. 1863. — Reconnaissance near Arkansas Post. 

10-11, 1863. — ^Engagement at Arkansas Post. 

13. 1863. — Reconnaissance toward White River and Saint Charles, Ark. 

14-15, 1863.— Expedition to South Bend, Arkansas River. 

17, 1863. — ^The Army of the Mississippi re-emharks for Milliken^s Bend. 

RKIPORTS, ETC.* 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. John A* McClemand, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition, of 
operations January 4-17, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 2. — Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

jfo. 3. — Col. Warren Stewart, Chief of Cavalry, of reconnaissances January 10 and 
13 and expedition January 14-15. 

No. 4.— Brig. Gen. George W. Morgan, U. S. Army, commanding Thirteenth Army 
Corps. 

No. 5. — Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 6.— Capt. Charles G. Cooley, Chicago Mercantile Battery. 

No. 7.— Capt. Ambrose A. Blount, Seventeenth Ohio Battery. 

No. 8. — ^Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 9. — Col. Thomas J. Lucas, Sixteenth Indiana Infantiy. 

No. 10. — Col. Richard Owen, Sixtieth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 11. — Col. Frank Emerson, Sixty-seventh Indiana Infantry. 

No. 12. — Lieut. Col. William II. Baldwin, Eighty- third Ohio Infantry. 

No. 13. — Col. Joseph W. Yance, Ninety- sixth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 14. — CoT Joshua J. Gnppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 15.— CoL William J. Landram, Nineteenth Kentucky Infantry, commanding Sec- 
ond Brigade. 

No. 16.— Col. David P. Grier, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

* Of the capture of Arkansas Post when not otherwise indicated. 
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No. 17. — Col. Friend S. Rutherford, Ninety-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

No. 18. — Col. John Warner, One hundred and eighth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 19. — Lieut. Col. John Cowan, Nineteenth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 20. — ^Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division- 
No. 21. — Capt. Jacob T. Foster, First Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 22. — Col. Lionel A. Sheldon, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 23. — Col. Daniel W. Lindsey, Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade. 

No. 24. — ^Lieut. Frank C. Wilson, Chicago Mercantile Battery. 

No. 25. — Col. John F. De Courcy, Sixteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 26. — Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army 
Corps, with Itinerary of the Co’ri>8 December 20, 1862~Jaimary 11, 1863. 
No. 27. — Brig. Gen. Frank P. Blair, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, First 
Division. 

No. 28. — Brig. Gen. Charles E. Hovey, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 29. — Col. George A. Stone, Twenty fifth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 30.— Col. Charles R. Woods, Seventy-sixth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 31, — Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, tJ. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 32. — ^Lient. Col. W. M. G. Torrence, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 33. — Brig. Gen. David Stuart, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 34. — Capt. Peter P. Wood, Battery A, First Dlinois Light Artillery. 

No. 35. — Col. Giles A. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 36. — Col. Thomas Kilhy Smith, Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 37. — ^Lieut. CoL Oscar ^almhorg, Fifty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 38. — Col. Charles R. Ellet, commanding U. S. Ram Fleet. 

No. 39. — Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Chnrchill, C. S. Army, commanding Lower Arkansas 
and White Rivers. 

No. 40.— Col. Robert R. Garland, Sixth Texas InjEantry, with application for a Court 
of Inquiry. 

No. 41. — Col. James Deshlor, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade. 

KO. 1- 

B^orta of Maj, Gm. John A, McOlernand^ TJ. 8. Army^ commcmding JBx- 
peMtion^ of operations January 4-17^ with congratulatory orders. 

Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 

Post of ArTcansas^ January 11, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to report that the forces under my com- 
mand attacked the Post of Arkansas to-day at 1 o^clock p. m., and at 
4.30 o’clock, having stormed the enemy’s works, took a large number 
of prisoners, variously estimated at from 7,000 to 10,000, together with 
all his stbres, animals, and munitions of war. 

Bear- Admiral David D. Porter, commanding Mississippi Squad- 
ron, efficiently and brilliantly co-operated in accomplishing this com- 
plete success. 

Tour obedient servant, 

JOH^T A. McOLBBHAOT>, 

Major- General J Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

Commanding D^artment of Tennessee, 
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Headquarteks Army op the Mississippi, 
Steamer TigreaSj Arkansas Post^ ArA\, January 16, 1863. 

Colonel : Ou the llth instant I sent up W. Turrell, with 100 men 
of the Twenty-sixth Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, on trans- 
l)ort Luzerne and n barge, with instructions to take on board a large 
lot of corn (4,800 bushels) at the port of South Bend, with orders if it 
could not be got on the boats to fire it. It was found necessary to burn 
li. ii::d }ii>t as it was fired the boat w^as attacked by guerrillas that had 
fo'.lowcl: the boat for some distance. The lines were cut and the boat 
dropped out and started for this place, followed by these outlaws for 
several miles, firing into the boat at several points. A few men were 
slightly wounded J none killed. 

On the 15th 1 sent up Colonel Stewart to retaliate and destroy the 
corn in that vicinity that had been collected for the use of the rebel 
army. How well he executed his orders you will see from his report, 
herewith inclosed. '• 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHl^ A. MoCLERNAND, 
Major ‘ General j Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. John. A. Rawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Mississippi, 
Steamer Tigress^ Mississippi Biver^ January 20, 1863. 

1 have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
the forces of which, in pursuance of the order of Major-General Grant 
commanding Department of the Tennessee, I assumed command ou the 
4th instant, at Milliken’s Bend, La., resulting in the reduction of Fort 
Hindman, more generally known as Post Arkansas : 

These forces, styled by me for convenience and propriety of descrip- 
tion the Army of the Mississippi, consisted of parts of two corps 
Warm6e^ viz, the Thirteenth, my own, and the Fifteenth, Major-General 
Sherman^s. Desiring to give my undivided attention to masters afi'ect- 
iiig the general command, I immediately assigned Brig. Gen. George 
W. Morgan, a tried and meritorious officer, to the command of the 
Tliirteenth Corps d^Armde, in which he was the senior division com- 
mander. 

The Fifteenth Corps, temporarily constituted by me the right wing, 
was composed of the following troops : 

First Pirixioyi — Brig. Gen. F. Steele commanding. 

First J>ng(uh‘ — Brig. Gen. Frank P. Blair commanding. 

The Thirteenth Illinois, Twonty-nintb Missouri, Thirty-first Missouri, 
Thirty-second Missouri, Fifiy-cighth Cliio, and Thirtieth Missouri. 

Second Brigade — ^Brig. (tcu. C. E. Hovey commanding. 

Tli(‘ S(‘yento(Mii li ^li.ssouri, Twenty-fifth Iowa, Third Missouri, Seventy- 
sixth Ohio, Thirty-first Iowa, and Twelfth Missouri. 

I Third Brigade — Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer commanding. 

The Fourth Iowa, Thirty-fourth Iowa, Thirtieth Iowa, Twenty-sixth 
Iowa, and Mnth Iowa Infantry. 

ArtUlery-^ThA First Iowa, Captain Griffiths ) Fourth Ohio, Captain 
Hoffmann, and First Missouri Horse Artillery. 

OavdUty — ^The Third Illinois and Company^ — , Fifteenth Illinois. 



Chap. atX'dt.l 


AKkANSiS tost. 


m 


Second Division — ^Brig. Gen. D. Stuart commanding. 

First Brigade — Ool. G. A. Smith commanding. 

The Eighth Missouri, Sixth Missouri, One hundred and thirteenth 
Illinois, One hundred and sixteenth Illinois, and Thirteenth United 
States. 

Second Brigade — Ool. T. Kilby Smith commanding. 

The Fifty-fifth Illinois, One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois, 
Fii'ry-fbuiih Ohio, Eighty-third Indiana, and Fifry-sevenrh Ohio In- 
fantry. 

Artillery — Companies A and B, First Illinois Light Artillery, and 
Eighth Ohio Battery. 

Coralry — Two companies of Thielemann’s Illinois Battalion and Com- 
pany C, Tenth Missouri. 

The Thirteenth Corps, forming the left wing, was composed of the 
following forces : 

First Division — ^Brig. Gen* A. J. Smith commanding. 

First Brigade — Brig. Gen. S. G. Burbridge commanding. 

The Sixtieth Indiana, Sixteenth Indiana, Twenty-third Wisconsin, 
Eighty-third Ohio, Sixty-seventh Indiana, and Ninety-sixth Ohio. 

Second Brigade — Col. W. J. Laudram commanding. 

The Nineteenth Kentucky, Seventy-seventh Illinois, Forty-eighth 
Ohio, Ninety-seventh Illinois, One hundred and eighth Illinois, One 
hundred and thirty-first Illinois, and Eighty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

Artillery — ^The Seventeenth Ohio Battery, Captain Blount, and Illi- 
nois Mercantile Battery, Captain Cooley. 

Company — , Fourth Indiana. 

Second Division— Bvig. Gen. P. J. Osterhaus commanding. 

First Brigade — Col. L. A. Sheldon commanding. 

The Sixty-ninth Indiana, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois, and 
One hundred and twentieth Ohio. 

Second Brigade — Ool. D. W. Lindsey commanding. 

The Third Kentucky, Forty-ninth Indiana, and One hundred and 
fourteenth Ohio. 

Third Brigade — Col. J. F. De Courcy commanding. 

The Sixteenth Ohio, Twenty-second Kentucky, Forty-second Ohio, 
and Fifty-fourth Indiana Infantry. 

Artillery — ^The First Wisconsin, Captain Foster, and Seventh Michi- 
gan, Captain Lanphere. 

Having, as already mentioned, assumed command of these forces on 
the 4th instant after they had retired from the neighborhood <rf Yicks- 
burg, I sailed with them the same day in execution of a purpose, the 
importance of which I had suggested to General Gorjnan at Helena, 
December 30, on my way clown the river. That purpose was the re- 
duction of Fort Hindman, which had been laboriously and skillfully 
enlarged and strengthened since the commencement of the rebellion, 
which formed the key to Little Bock, the capital of the State of Ar- 
kansas, and the extensive and valuable country drained by the Ar- 
kansas River, and from which hostile detachments were constantly sent 
forth to obstruct the navigation of the Mississippi River tod thereby 
our communications. 

A Government transport, the Blue Wing, laden with valuable military 
stores, only a few days before fell prey to one of these detachments, 
and ammunition taken ftom her was used against us in the engagement 
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of which I am giving an account. Without turning my arma in this 
direction my forces must have continued comparatively idle at Milli- 
ken’s Bend until you should have altered your plan for tlie reduction 
of Vick'ihurg or recalled them. 

Lamidig at intervals to supply my transports with fuel cut from the 
forest, or already cut and found upon the bank, the army safely arrived 
at the mouth of the White Kiver on the 8th instant. Henceforth its 
operations were controlled by and but fulfilled the following instruc- 
tions previously communicated by me to army corps commanders : 

Ist. Having arrived at the mouth of the White River, the commanders of army 
corj»8 of the Army of tlie Mississippi will lose no time iumoving > '■i.,!i.l', ii)m>ii 

their transports f.p that river to the cut-off, and through it into .I'-.l j . . vi 
River to a suitahle point on the left hank of the river near and below Post Arkansas, 
for disembarkation. 

2d. The army will move from the mouth of the White River in the following order : 
The P it teenth ‘Corps, Major-General Sherman commanding, forming the right wing, 
right in front, first, and the Thirteenth Corps*, Brigadier-Gtmeral Morgan command- 
ing, forming the left wing in the same order, next. 

:id. Arrived at the proposed point for debarkation the two corps will immediately 
disembark, being careful to preserve their distinction and lo* et Iheii landing by 

skirmidicrs and jidvanced detachments, * * » and raphlly nuivch as follows: The 
Fifteenth Corps, Major-General Sherman command by :lie inar of the Post until 
the right of the corj:)S has reached the rive.- above :1a ^ * being careful to 

guard against the surprise of rear attack, and to keep his command clear of the range 
of our gunboats’ fire. The Thirteenth Corps, Brigadier-General Morgan commanding, 
wiU follow the Fifteenth and form *■ * * on its left. 

4th. Each corps should extend its lines so as to complete the investment of the 
enemy’s works; and if, in order to do so, the left wing has to move so far to the right 
as to leave too great a space between its left and the river, the same will he secured 
by a detachment of infantry and artillery from the Thirteenth Corps, posted in a com- 
manding position for :• . 

5th. Kotwithstandii g a ^ . <:» the commander of the Thirteenth Corps will 

debark two regiments of infantry, one company of cavalry, and three pieces ol artil- 
lery at a suitaTde point on the right bank of the river and near and below the Post, 
under instructions to ascend the right hank, beyond the reach of .bt \‘ii' guns on 
the oppo-itc shore to a point on the river above the Post giving hkw' *1 o' i be river. 

ituC. SkirrjiM.cr's should in all instances precede the movements herein ordered. 
Cavalry detachments should be sent out in ditferent directions to recounoiter the coun- 
try. Reserves should '»'• !o b» i.f the investing lines read^’’ to be moved to 
any XK)mt in case the < i ^ Mn.n to make a^^ortie; and to every battery of 

light artillery a comp.i ' \ o*' hi r.;\ ■ :■> «• .oub he detailed, for the purpose of protecting 
it and assisting its advance. 

7th. Having completed the investment .u t ihe plan indicated the enemy 

will be equally cut ofi:‘ from re-enforcemen. n » .‘p. . and must, together with his ’ 
works and all his munitions, become a capture to our arms. 

Ascending to Il^otrib’s farm, 3 miles from tlie fort, by way of White 
Eiver, the cut-ofi:*, and the Arkansas, my object was to deceive the 
enemy to the latest moment as to my destination and the point upon 
which the suspended blow would fall; and I have reason to believe 
that I succeeded in so doing until I had approached within 30 miles of 
the fort. 

Landing on t*he left bank of the river, at JSTotrib’s farm, at 5 p. m. on. 
the 9th, the work of disembarking was busily continued until noon next 
day, when it was completed. 

In the mean time, accompanied by Lieutenant- Colonel Schwartz, of 
my staff, by 8 a. m. on the 10th instant, 1 had reconnoitered the river ' 
road and a portion of the levee extending at right angles from it, within 

miles of the fort, and discovered that the enemy was abaudouing a 
line of rifle-pits, about half a mile above the levee, under stress of the 
fire of one of the gunboats. Communicating with General Sherman, I 
suggested to him the ('ligilf lity of the river rpad, from which he might 
diverge at or near the levee, in making a detour for the purpose of in- 
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vesting? the upper side of the fort. His column was i)ut in motion at 11 
a. m., but diverging below that point tlie head of it. consisting of Gen- 
eral Hovey’s brigade of General Steele’s division, after meeting and 
disper^'rg picket of the enemy, soon encountered a swaraj>, 

about M'S ii ^*\ a mile wide. Passing this swamp with much diffi- 
culty the brigade rested ui)on an open space called Little Prairie. 

Eiding up to the point where the brigade had entered the swamp and 
witnessing its embarrassment, I sent Colonel Stewart, of my staff and 
chief of cavalry, with my escort, to the left and front to ascertain 
whether the embrasures, now discovered in tha!" po’. tio:: of the levee 
farthest trom the river, were occupied by Cc.i.’io::, u::d to verify the 
practicability of the river road. He soon reported that there was no 
cannon in the embrasures ; that the levee had been held the night be- 
fore as a line of defense by infantry, which had retired upon the fort ; 
that he had discovered one brass piece beyond the next line of defense 
limbered up for removal, and that the river road was not only practi- 
cable but good. 

Accordingly I directed General Sherman to move the Second Division 
of his corps, commanded by General Stuart, by that road, which was 
rapidly and successfully done. After the reiir of General Steele’s 
division, consisting of General Blair’s brigade, had crossed the swamp, 
Major Hammond, assistant adjutriTit-ger.ora! of General Sherman’s 
corps, brought information froai :h{\t lie had learned from a farmer 
that the upper side of the fort could not be gained by any practicable 
route on that side of the swamp short of 7 miles in length, and without 
crossing a bayou on a narrow bridge. 

I immediately crossed the swamp; informed myself of the situation 
by personal interrogation of the farmer and by i^ersonal observation. 
Seeing at once that for General Steele’s division to go forward on a line 
so extended and remote from the enemy’s works would be virtuallj’; to 
retire it from the pending fight, to separate it by a wide and miry 
swamp from the rest of my command, to expose it to rear attack by 
any hostile re-enforcement that might be approaching, to weaken my 
assaulting columns on the left and center and the cover affbrded by 
them to my transports, and to leave it no other way to rejoin the ad- 
vanced forces except by crossing the bayou on a narrow bridge, in the 
power of the enemy to destroy or obstruct by force, I instantly decided 
that the division ought to return, and so ordered. 

Kecrossiug the swamp with me, General Sherman, in pursuance of 
my instructions, hastened up the river to General Stuart’s division o:^ 
his corps, the head of which he found resting within half a mile of the 
fort. I also hastened to the same spot, and finding General Morgan 
already there learned that his corps, guided by a member of my staff, 
was advancing in the same direction, and within a* few minutes the 
head of General A. J. Smith’s division appeared to the right and rear of 
General Stuart’s. 

Indicating to General Morgan the ground I wished bis corps to 
oc(;upy, 1 ordcivd General Sherman to move General Stuart’s division 
to the right, and General Steele’s, when it should come up, still farther 
to the l ight — across a bayou on the upper side of the enemy’s works — to 
the river, in order to let in General Smith’s and General Osfcerhaus’ 
divisions of General Morgan’s corps, on the left and next to the river, 
so as to complete the investment of the enemy, according to my original 
plan. 

Dispatching Colonel Stewart, chief of cavalry, with my escort, to ex- 
plore the ground to the bayou on the right, 1 hastened back and re- 
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quested Bear- Admiral Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squadron, 
to advance the gunboats and open fire on the enemy’s works for the 
purpose of (liv<u*riiig his attention while the land forces should gain the 
positions assigned to them. Promptly complying, the admiral advanced 
his boats and opened a terrific cannonade upon the fort,’ which was con- 
tinued an hour or more and until after night-fall. 

At 10 p. m. Colonel Stewart, chief of cavalry, rejoined me and re- 
ported that he had pushed his reconnaissance westerly quite to the en- 
emy’s cantonment of log huts an<l even beyond to the bayou, and that 
there was nothing in the way of an advance to that point, or, so far as 
he could judge, beyond. He also brought with him about 1(K) pris- 
oners, whom, still lingering about the cantonment, he had captured. 
As Geneial Sherman had not yet advanced to the bayou I hastened 
Colonel Stewart back to communicate the information he had brought 
and with an order to General Sherman to lose no time in gaining the 
bayou. Meanwhile General Steele’s division had recrossed the swamp, 
except a detachment of it left under General Sherman’s order to make 
a feint in the dii*ection of the bridge mentioned. 

Duiing the night General Osterhaus bivouacked his division near the 
landing in a imsition commanding the neighboring approaches across 
the swamp and covering our transports against possible attack from 
the opposite side of the river. 

On the night of the 9th Colonel Lindsey’s brigade had disembarked 9 
miles below Hotrib’s farm, at Fletcher’s Landing, on the right bank of 
the river, in pursuance of General Morgan’s order, and marSiing across 
a bight of the river had taken jmsition and planted a battery on the 
bank above the fort, equally cutting oft* the escape or re-enforcement of 
the enemy by water. This was accomplished early on the 10th instant 
and formed an important part of my original plan, for the prompt and 
skillful execution of which I accord Colonel Lindsey great credit. 

Passing a cold night without fires and tents, our chilled but faithful 
men were greeted by a bright and genial sun on the morning of the 11th, 

By 10.30 a. m. the two corps were in position and were ready to com- 
mence the attack. General Steele’s division formed the extreme right 
of the line of battle, reaching near the bayou. General Stuart’s and A.* 
J. Smith’s divisions were formed on its left. One brigade of General 
Osterhaus’ division, Golouel Sheldon commanding, formed the extreme 
left of the line, resting upon the river, in full view of the fort. Another 
brigade of the same division, Colonel Be Courcy commanding, was held 
in reserve near the transports, while the remaining brigade of the same 
division, Colonel Lindsey commanding, was disposed on the opposite 
side of the river, as already explained. Company A, First Begiment 
Illinois Light Artillery, Captain Wood commanding, was posted to the 
left of General Stuart’s division, on the road leading into the post. 
Company B, of the same Captain Barrett commanding, was 

posted in the center of the same division ; the Fourth Ohio Battery, 
Captain Hoffmann commanding, in the interval between Generals 
Stuart’s and Steele’s divisions, and the First Iowa Battery, Captain 
Griffiths commanding, between Thayer’s and Hovey’s brigades, of Gen- 
eral Steele’s division. The Fii*st Missouri Horse Artillery, Captain 
Landgraeber commanding, was in reserve with General Blair’s brigade, 
and the Eighth Ohio Battery was posted in the rear of the center of the 
general line. Three pieces of the Seventeenth Ohio Battery, Captain 
Blount commanding, were advanced to an intrenched position in front 
of Colonel Laudram’s brigade of General Smith’s division, and were 
supported by the Mnety-sixjbh Ohio. A section of 20 pounder Parrott 
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guns, Lieutenant Webster commanding, was posted by General Oster- 
haus near the river bank, within 800 yards of the fort, concealed by 
fallen trees from the view of the enemy, while two sections of the Illi- 
nois Mercantile Battery were masked and held by the same officer in 
reserve. The Seventh Michigan Battery, Captain Lanphere command- 
ing, remained with Colonel Be Courcy. Two 20-poun(ler Parrotts, of 
the First Wisconsin Battery, Captain Foster commanding, and a sec- 
tion of the Illinois Mercantile Battery, under Lieutenant Wilson, were 
with Colonel Lindsey. The cavalry were disposed in the rear, under 
orders to force stragglers to return to their ranks. 

Such was the disposition of the forces under my command on the eve 
of the battle of the Arkansas. On the other hand, the position of the 
enemy, naturally strong, was one of his own choosing. 

Post Arkansas, a small village, the capital of Arkansas County, is 
situated on elevated ground, above the reach of floods, and defluiiig for 
some miles the left h-.mk oi tiie river. It was settled by tlie in 

lOSo 5 is 50 miles above the mouth of the river, 117 miles below Little 
Pock, and is surrounded by a fruitful country, abounding in cattle, corn, 
ainl cotton. 

Fort Hindman, a square, full-bastioned fort, was erected within this 
village, upon the bank of the river, at the head of a bend resembling a 
horsehoe. The exterior sides of the fort, between the Scd:o:;t 
were each 300 feet in h-nglh : ! !•,■ < of the bastions t 

an exterior side and .hr po:p( ’s .h-:!,;:-'. one-eighth. The parapet was 
18 feet wide on the top, the ditch 20 feet wide on tae ground level, and 
8 feet deep, with a slope of 4 feet base. A banquette for infantiy^ was 
constructed around the interior slope of the parapet ; also three plat- 
forms for artillery in each bastion and one in the curtain facing north. 
On the southern face of the northeastern bastion was a casemate 18 by 
15 feet wide and feet high in the clear, the walls of which were con- 
structed of three thicknesses of oak timber 10 inches square, and so the 
roof with an additional revetment of iron bars. One of the shorter 
sides of the casemate was inserted in the parapet and was pierced by 
an embrasure 3 feet 8 inches on the inside and 4 feet 0 inches on the 
outside, the entrance being in the opposite wall. This casemate con- 
tained a 9-inch columbiad. A similar casemate was constructed in the 
curtain filing the river, containing an 8-inch columbiad, and still another 
9- inch columbiad was mounted in the salient angle of the southeastern 
bastion on a center-pintle barbette carriage. All of these guns com- 
manded the rivi^r beluw the fort. Beside these there were four 3-inch 
Parrott guns and four 6-pounder iron smooth-bore guns mounted on 
field carriages on the platforms in the fort which also contained a well- 
stored magazine, several frame buildings, and a well. The entrance to 
the fort, secured by a traverse, was on its northwestern side, and from 
the salient angle of the northwestern bastion extended a broken line of 
rifle-pits westerly for 720 yards toward the bayou, intersected by wooden 
traverses. Along the line of rifle-pits six field pieces were mounted, of 
which three were rifled. 

Although the neighboring bridge across the bayou had been partially 
destroyed, yet the latter was passable at several points. Below the 
fort occur the rifle-pits and levee before mentioned. The levee exposed 
a convex line to our advance 5 was pierced for ten guns and lined on 
the inside by rifle-pits. The second line of rifle-pits, with intervals left 
for six guns, extended across the high land iroin the river to the swamp, 
its near approach being obstructed by an abatis of fallen limber; and 
still nearer the fort was a deep ravine entering the river at right angles 
45 n E— VOL xvn 
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and extend hi inland in different arms in front of the left of our line. 
In front of the center of the line was an open field. This strip of high 
land afforded the only available approach from our landing to the en- 
emy’s defenses ; and above, the second line of rifle-pits expanded into a 
dry plateau extending to the swamp on the east and northeast and to 
the bayou and river on the west and south. This plateau, crossed by 
the Brownsville and Little Eock road, embraced the eneTny’s canton- 
ment, his principal defenses, and the field of action of this day, which 
covered a space of about 1,000 yards square. 

Having placed in battery, at th<? request of Admiral Porter, two 20- 
poimder Parrotts, as already explained, for the purpose of dismounting 
the gun in the lower casemate, which had seriously ani.o.'.^Ml {iie 
boats on the pn^vious evening, and all my forces being ready for action, 
I sent word to the admiral accordingly, and notified him that as soon as 
he had opened fire I would advance to the attack of the enemy’s works j 
and at 12 m. repeated the same communication. 

At 1 p. in. the gunboats opened fire, immediately followed by the lire 
of artillery along the right wing of my line, and soon after by the fire 
of artillery along the left wing. At the expiration of thirty minutes 
the infantry were to advance to the charge, and when our men were 
heard shouting, the gunboats, in order to avoid inflicting injury upon 
them, were to cease firing. 

By 1.S0 o’clock Hovey’s and Thayer’s brigades and Giles A. Smith’s 
and T. Kl. Smith’s brigades, of General Sherman’s corps, had crossed in 
double-quick time a narrow space of cleared ground in theii* front and 
gained position in a belt of woods extending irregularly by some 300 
yartls quite to the enemy’s rifle-pits. Checked here for a time by a sud- 
den and severe fire of musketry and artillery from cover of the enemy’s 
works, they boldly resumed and continued their advance, supported by 
Blair’s brigade as a reserve until they had approached within short 
musket-range of the enemy’s lines and found sliclter i:i some ravines 
lined by underbrush and fallen timber. 

Li r:xee'i^::.g this movement General Uovey was wounded by a frag- 
ment a sl.o’-’., but continued upon the field in the gallant discharge 
of duty^ General Thayer lost his horse, which was shot under him, and 
Cols. G. A. Smith and T. Ix. Smith led their commands iu a manner 
cLallei'gir.g ^lie commendation of their superior officers; Wood’s and 
B*ir:vrrs baJft y.'i‘s also performed valuable service. Hofimanii’s bat- 
tery was advanced within 200 yaads of the enemy’s intrenchments and 
poured in a rapid and efiectivc fire from three successive positions. Tt 
was now 3 p. m. 

The artillery of General Morgan’s corps having opened fire about 1 
o’clock, as already mentioned, kept it up wit:* telling efiect for some 
time. Lieutenant Webster’s 20-poander Parrotts on the river bank 
completely enfiladed the two faces of the northeastern bastion, some of 
their shots penetrating the embrasure of the casemate and contributing, 
with others from the gunboats, to silence the gun inside of it, also the 
lighter gun in the northern curtain and the gun en bariette in the south- 
eastern bastion, which appeared to be above the elevation of the gun- 
boats’ fire. These results are not only recounted by General Osterhaus 
as important in themselves, but as bearing honorable testimony to the 
slcill and efiiciency of Lieutenant Webster. Blount^s three lO-pounder 
Parrotts continued to pour a well-directed fire into the enemy’s lines 
until General A. J. Smith’s division had passed to the front and neared 
the enemy’s works. It was probably the fire of these guns that ex- 
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ploded a caisson within tlie enemy’s iutreiichinents, killing several men 
and all its horses. 

When the. enemy and liis works had been visibly d;iMi::i*ed by tln^ lire 
of artillery General A. J. Smith d:*]do\ed nine reg'im.*nts of Bnrbrid,i,«As 
and Laudram’s brigades, snpi/ ^rteil by three reg::nr*iits iii reserve, and 
steadily moving forward, drove the enemy’s adv^ance toward the open 
ground in front of the right of his defenses. Seeking shelter behind a 
cluster of cabins, Colonel Guppey, with the T'. ■.:.'"y-l iil.d Wisconsin, 
was ordered to charge and di'-lodge him, which he promptly did, forc- 
ing him to flee to his intrenchments; after wiiich the same regiments, 
led by their ti'ied and gallant brigade commanders, under the personal 
direction of General Smitli, continiu^d their advance until they had ap- 
proached within 200 yards of the fort, when General Smith sent back 
word that he could almost shake, hands with the enemy. 

Meanwhile Colonel Sheldon, under General Osterhans’ opportune 
direction, had ordered up Cooley's battery within 200 yards of the right 
of the enemy’s defenses, and deployiMl the One hundred and eighteenth 
Illinois on its right, and massed the One hundred and twentieth Ohio 
on its left, holding the Sixty-ninth Indiana in reserve. Both infantry 
and artillery replied to the galling fire of the enemy until the rifle-pits 
of the latter in front were nearly cleared. Seizing the opportunity the 
One hundred and twentieth Ohio dashed forward to carry the east face 
of the fort, and only failed because supemlded to the fosse there was 
an impassable ravine in their way. 

Colonel Be Courcy’s brigade, which with General Blair’s had borne 
the bruAt of the repulse near Vicksburg, was left near the transports 
to protect them and to guard the approach across the swamp ‘ w '.vi.ich 
General Steele had countermarched, and remained there until about 3 
o’clock, when it was ordered up. Having re-enfbrced General Sherman, 
at his request, at 3.15 o’clock, by sending the Twenty-third Wisconsin, 
Nineteenth Kentucky, and Ninety-seventh Illinois from General Smith’s 
division, to take position Ihirher ro the right, and the engagement, not- 
withstanding the guns of the fort had been silenced by the combined 
fire of my artillery and the gunboats, being sharp and general on both 
sides, I ordered an assault. 

Burbridge’s brigade, with the two regiments of Landram’s which had 
been sent to its right, and the One lur.idiVv' and twentieth Ohio, of 
Colonel Sheldon’s brigade, bearing the brunt, dashed forward under a 
deadly fire quite to the enemy’s intrenchments; the Sixteenth Indiana, 
Lieut. Col. John M. Orr, with the Eighty -third Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baldwin, of Burbridge's brigade*, and One hundred and twentieth 
Ohio, Col. D. French, of Colonel Sheldon’s brigade, being the first to 
enter riie fort. Presenting himself at the entrance of the fort General 
Burbridge was halted by the guard, who denied that they had surren- 
dered until he called their attention to the white flag and ordered them 
to ground arms. Immediately after, meeting General Ohurchill, com- 
mandant of the post, and Colonel Dunnington, of the rebel navy, com- 
manding the fort, he referred the former to me, from whom I received 
the formal surrender of the post, its armament, garrison, and all its 
stores. 

Farther to the enemy’s left his mtrench::ionts were stormed by Gen- 
eral Sherman’s command, wlio immediately ordered General Steele, 
whose zeal and daring added to his previous renown, to push forward 
one of his brigades along to the bayou and cut off the enemy’s escape 
in that direction. 

Colonel Lindsey, as soon as a gunboat had passed above the fort. 
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hastened with his bri^^ade down the opposite shore and opened an ob- 
lique fire from Fostei-’s two 20 and Lieutenant Wilson^s two 10 pounder 
Parrotts into the enemy’s line of rifle-])its, carrying away his battle-dag 
and killing a Tinmber of his men. Eager to do still more, he embarked 
the Tliinl Kenuu'ky on board of one of the gunboats to*cross the river 
to the fort ; ])iit before it got over the enemy liad surrendered. 

Thus, at 430 o’clock, after three and a half hours’ hard fighting, our 
forces entered and took possession of all the enemy’s defenses. 

To General Morgan I assigned the command of the fort, who, as a 
token of the conspicuous merit of General Smith throughout the action, 
it to that officer. To General Sherman 1 gave in charge all 
ihc u; Itcr defenses and the prisoners outside the fort, who, in like man- 
ner, honored General Smart by giving them into his charge. 

Seven stand of colors were captured, including the garrison flag, 
which was captured by Captain Ennis, one of General Smith’s aides- 
de-camp. General Eurbridge planted the American flag upon the fort, 
which had been placed in his hands, as a tribute to his gallantry, by 
General Smith for that purj;)oso. Besides these, 5,000 prisoners; 17 
pieces of cannon, large and small; 10 gun carriages and 11 limbers; 
3,000 stand of small-anns, exclusive of many lost or destroyed; 130 
swords; 50 Colt’s pistols; 40 cans of powder; 1,650 rounds of shot, shell, 
and canister for 10 and 20 pounder Pan-ott guns; 375 sh^s, grape- 
stands, and canister; 46,000 rounds of ammunition for small-arms; 563 
animals, together with a considerable quantity of quartermaster’s and 
commissary stores, fell into our hands. Of these captures, seven pieces 
of cannon had been destroyed by the fire of our artillery and tlie gun- 
boats, besides 170 wagons and a large portion of the stores, which were 
destroyed for want of means to bring them away. 

Onrlossin killed was 129; in wounded, 831; missing, 17; in all, 
killed, wounded, and missing, 977;* while that of the enemy, notwith- 
standing the protection aflbrdetl by his defenses, proportionately to his 
numbers was much larger. 

The prisoners of war 1 forwarded ip the commissioner for the exchange 
of prisoners at Saint Louis; and utterly destroying all of the enemy’s 
defenses, together with all buildings used by him for military purposes, 
I re-embarked my command and sailed for Milliken’s Bend on the 17th 
instant in obedience to Major-General Grant’s order. 

^Noticing the conduct of the officers and men who took part in the 
battle of the Arkansas, I must refer to the reports of corps, division, 
brigade, and rommanders for particular mention of those 

who specially sigiiaiizi ci ilieir merit; but in doing so I cannot forbear, 
injustice, to luici lay "ribiite to the general zeal and capability of the 
former and valor and constancy of the latter. 

General Sherman exhibited his usual activity and enterprise ; Gen- 
eral Morgan proved his tactical skill and strategic talent, while Generals 
Steele, Smith, Osterhaus, and Stuart and the several brigade command- 
ers displayed the fitting quaiiti s of brave and successful otMcers. 

. The members of my stafl* pn'seni — Colonel Stewart, chief of cavalrj^; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Schwartz, inspector-general ; Lieutenant-Coloilel 
Dunlap, assistant quartermaster; Major McMillan, medical director; 
Major Ramsay, Captain Preeman, and Lieutenants Jones, Caldwell, 
and Jayne, aides-de-camp — all rendered valuable assistance. Lieuten- 
ant Caldwell, who ascended into the top of a lofty tree, in full view of 
the enemy and within range of his fire, and gave me momentary infor- 


But see revised statement, p. 716. 
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mation of the operations both of our land and naval forces and of the 
enemy, particularly challenges my commendation and thanks. 

To Colonel Parsons, assistant r uarteriLaster and master of transports, 
I also offer my acknowledgment<, not only for ti:o successfal disciiarge 
of arduous duty in his department, but for important services as volun- 
teer aide in bearing orders in the face of danger on the held ; and to 
Major Williams, surgeon of the Second Illinois Light Artillery, I am 
also indebted for professional usefulness. 

The maps and drawings liere^vith submitted will illustrate the dispo- 
sition of the land forces, the position of tl..:- ;:::nbr)at.s, -he d.efenses of 
the enemy, the held of operations, and the t-.mding t*o::i::ry. 

While monming the loss of the dead i:i:u sy!npat!.i/l:ig with the 
bereavement <>: t'.ieir kindred and friends and the suffering of the 
wounded, we should offer our heartfelt gratitude to God for 

the complete success vouchsafed to our arms in so just a cause. 

JOHX A. McCLEENANB, 

Major- GeneraU Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department of the Tennessee. 


[Addend&.l 

January — , 1863, 

Seasons for the Arkansas Ewer Expedition. 

1st. The necessity of opening and securiiig communication by the 
Missi.<!sipp: Eiver between a point near Vicksburg and Memphis, which 
was obstructed near the mouth of the Arkansas by aruicd detachments 
sent from the Post of Arkansas. 

2d. One of these detachments a few days before the attack on the 
Post had seized a Government transport, the Blue Wing, laden with 
valuable munitions on their way to General Sherman, which were much 
needed by this army, and which were turned against us in the engage- 
ment before the Post 5 and numerous other transports had been fb^ 
into. 

3d. 1 had urged upon General Gorman, at Helena, on 28th of Decem- 
ber, on my way down the river, either to reduce or invest the Post. 

4th. After the Vicksburg expedition had been left unsupported by 
the retirement of General Grant^s army from Oxford to Holly Sj)rings, 
and particularly after the repulse of the expedition under General Sher- 
man near Vicksburg, it would have been criminal to have renewed the 
attack upon that place, whoUy without any kind of support or co-opera- 
tion. 

5th. The retirement of General Grants army left Prices army at 
Grenada at liberty to re-enforce the garrison at Vicksburg, which was 
done to such an extent as to give the enemy, independently of his works, 
a large numerical superiority over us. 

6th. General Banks had not been heard of, nor was it believed that 
he could reach Port Hudson and Vicksburg before I could return from 
this expedition. • 

7th. Had 1 not embarked on this expedition my forces must have 
been rusting in comparative idleness at Milliken’s Bend up to this time. 

8th. Vicksburg cannot be reduced by a front attack, unsupported by 
co-operation from the rear of the place, except by a very large land and 
naval force and after great delay. The golden moment for the reduc- 
tion of Vicksburg was allowed to pass unimproved. 

TAWNT A Wnm .Tr.TJ-Nr A-Mn 
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Hdqrs. Army or the ]\Iiss.5 1^? 1^^^* 
Admiral David D. Porter, Commanding MisHmq>in Squadron : 

Admiral : 1 have tlie boDor to congratulate you upon the efiicient 
and brilliant part taken by yon, as commander of the jMississippi Squad- 
ron, in the reduction to day’of the Post of Arkansas. 

All the prisoners and materials of war captured testify to harmonious 
and successful co-operation of the land and naviil forces, and that each 
nobly emulated the other in the time of patriotic duty. 

Kespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHNT A. MoOLERNAND. 


Hdqrs. Army or the Mississippi, 

Post Arlcansasj Jan. 12, 1803. 

Soldiers op the Army of the Mississippi: I con.gratulatc you. 
Within seven days you have sailed 250 miles, from ''.’'icksbiirg to this 
Post, borne upon numerous transports, from time to time furnished with 
fuel cut by you from the forest. With ranks thinned by fonner battles 
and disease you have waded and cut your way through miles of swamps 
and timber in advancing to the attack. You have stormed the defenses 
of the enemy’s position which 'both nature and art had combined to ren- 
der extraordinarily strong, capturing after three and a half hours’ hard 
fighting the whole hostile force opposed to you, numbering 7,000 men, 
togctber with 8,000 stand of arms, 20 cannon, and a large amount of 
commissary, quartermaster’s, and ordnance stores. 

A success so complete in itself has not hitherto been achieved during 
the war. It is an inq^ortant step toward the restoration of our national 
jurisdiction and unity over the lerritory on the right bank of the Mis- 
*8issii>pi Eiver. It reflects honor upon your courage and patriotism. 
It will challenge the grateful acclaim of your country. 

Your and my only cause of regret is the loss of the brave men who 
have fallen or been wounded in the defense of a just and sacred cause. 
All honor to them! Their names and their memory will be cherished 
ill the hearts of their countryinen. 

Soldiers, let this triumph be but the iirecursor of still more impor- 
tant achievements. Win for the Army of the Mississippi an imperish- 
able renown. {Surmount all obstacles, and relying on the God of Battles 
wrest from destiny and danger the Jiomage of still more expressive 
aektn)\^ledglnents of your raiconriuerable Cv)iistjuicy and valor. 

By order of ^laj. Geu. John A. McClernand, commanding Army of 
the Mississippi : 

A. SOHWABTZ, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant' General. 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Thirteenth Army Corps, 

No. 28. ) Before Vicksburg, February 13, 1863, 

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln, President, and Cornmander-in- 
Ohief of the Army and Navy of the United States, having honored 
Major-General McClernand and the officers and soldiers of the Army 
of the Mississippi with congratulations upon their success upon the 
Arkansas, Major-General McClernand feels it to be equally a duty and 
a pleasure to publish the fact, together with the encouraging assurance 
of His Excellency that that success was both brilliant and valuable, 
and is fully appreciated by the country and Government.” 

By order of Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand: 
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Casemate in the Worfheastern Bastion, Fort Hindman. 

Ei.imincd and approved l)y A. Schwartz, LieatCol., Inap. Gen., and Chief of Staff, 13 th Army Corps. 
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No. 2. 

Betum of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at ArTcansas Postj Arh. 

January 11, 1863. 

[Compiled firom nomiiud Hats of oasnalties, iretuniB) etc.} 

AKMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI.* — Maj. Gen. John A. McCuebnand. 



* So elided, provisionally, by General ICcOlenumd, the Thirteenth Army Corps heins designated as 
the First and the Fifteendi Corps as the Second Corps of said amiy. 
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JSetum of CaoualUes in t^e Union foroeSf fo. — Continned. 



th iT^lUftTlg. . . , 

il Kentucl^. 

bhOhio 

i Ohio 


ichlgan Light Artillery, 7th Battery* 
iKC'onsin Light Artiileiy, let Battery* 


Kne County (IHineis) Cayaliy* 

FimlBriffade, 

Brig. Gen. TRiin: P. Blaib, Jb. 

th Tllinoia 

ih Missouri* 

rh Missouri 

St Missouii* 

d Mteeouri 

th Ohio* 

no Light Artillery, 4th BMtery* 


Total First Brigade. 


*1^0 loss reported. 
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Seiurn of CasuaWcB mi the Union forces j ^c. — Continued. 


Cornmand. 


Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Ceasleb E. Hovet. 

Staff 

25th Iowa 

31st lorwa 

3d itissoTiri 

12tli Missoim* 

17tli Missotiri 

76th Ohio 

2d MisBOTui lij^t ArtiUeTy, Batt^ E . 

Total Second Brigade 

Tkird Brigade. 

Brig. Qeax. JOHK M. XnarBR. 

4th Iowa 

9fch Iowa 

26^ Iowa 

30th Iowa 

:t4th Iowa 

Iowa Light AjdIdQlery, Ekat Batt^ 

Total Third Brigade 

Octvabrg. 

3d lUinoist 

Total First Diyision 

fiBCOND niviBioir. 

Brig. Gen. David Stuaet. 

Firet Brigade. 

Col. Giles A. Smith. 

I'l3th Illinois 

116th Illinois 

6th Missouri 

8th 

13th irun»d l-i Dikitalion 

Total First Brigade 

Second Brigade. 

Col. T. Kilbz Smith. 

"itli Tl'i'UM'. 

u;!’' 1 >'j.o • 

.'■.M I’wli.i ‘.i 

mthOliio 

57th Ohio 

Total Secoud Brigade 

ArtSUary. 

1st Illinois Li'iht ArtiHery, Battery At 

I'll illiiiois LiiriiL Aisillciy, BartLiyBt .... 
Isf Illinois Li-iliT AriiUcry Battery Ht ---- 
Ohio Light Aiiillii\. Stir Battery *t 

Total Artillery 



Not engaged. 


t No loss reported. 
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Beiurn of CaauaUm in the Union forcen, <fr. — Cohtinnod. 


Killed. WoundtMl. 


Cuptured or 
mifirtinj?. 


Commaud. 


CavtUry. 

* Compames AandB*. 

"i ill',-. . » I, ( 'ompj.ry ( j 

Total Cavalry 

Total Second Division 

Total Plftecnth Amiy Corps 

Total Army of the Mississippi 


2 22 


la 


^ 1 


141 


bO 42 , 459 


128 65 I 833 

^ i 


£ 

rS 

I 


fi I 187 

H', Hoi 
’S'.'iioSi 


y^ns liU‘ 1 —Caux. Duvld B. Greene, Third Missouri; Capt. Thaddens Lemert. Seventv-sixth 
io; (’oT.t 1a «l^ J. t :i<l Lit-ut. John S. Taylor, Out* hundred and sixteenth Uiiuoia; hieuta. 
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m. 3. 

sports of Col. Warren Stewart^ Chief of Cavalry ^ of reconnaissances 
January 10 and 13 and expedition January 14-15. 

Headquarters in the Field, ' 
JSforth of Fast Arkansas^ January 10, 1803. 
Major: I have the honor to submit the following report : 

At 9 p. m- this day I was oi^ered by the general commanding to take 
s escort, Captain Sparks’ company (L), Third Illinois Cavalry, 40 men, 
id proceed to reconnoiter the enemy’s position. Proceeding in a west- 
ly direction through a dense niHlergrowth, from a point 1 mile west 
'the second line of rille-jf 't-. tl**- , f’ ji.th- of a mile, I came upon an 
landoued cantonment, i .h‘ a mile farther, over broken 

id dry ground, I came upon the main cantonment of the enemy, one- 
ilf mile in front of the main works. Their mounted cavaliy fled at our 
iproach, but about 80 dismounted cavalry threw down their arms and 
irrendered. Going farther west 200 or 300 yards I encountered a deep 
j;you that could be crossed by throwing a log bridge 40 feet across the 
ain channel. This bayou, I learned, debouched into the Arkansas 
iver three-quarters of a mile above the fort, and is their jirotection to 
leir left flank and rear. I advise the occupation of the right bank of 
lis bayou by one brigade and a battery, for the purpose of cutting off 
itreat and for enfilading their rifle-iiits. On my return at 9 p. m. I 
ivised General Sherman of the nature of the ground and my views on 
le occupation of the right bank of the bayou. 

1 remain, major, your obedient and liimiblc servant, 

\V. STEWART, 
Colonel amid Chief of Cavalry. 
Maj. A. Schwartz, Asshtant AdJutant-Cene^aX. 


No loss reported. 
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IIeadquarters in the Fielb, . 

Post of Arkansas^ Jam ary 13, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor of submitting the following*; report of a re- 
connaissance toward White River and Saint Charles : 

At 8 a. m. this day I proceeded, under orders from the general com- 
manding, with all the available cavalry of this army, about 300 men, to 
examine the roads and topography of the country in the direction above 
mentioned. Crossing a bad cypress swamp, back of iSTotrib’s, 1 took 
the road to White River down Little Prairie, in an easterly direction ; 
on my right was Wild Goose Bayou, on my left the cypress swamp be- 
fore mentioned, the prairie being narrow, and good ground at the east 
end of said prairie, 2 miles west of Prairie Landing. I learned that 
General W. A. Gorman had that morning ascended White River with 
a large force to attack Saint Charles. I learned that the White River 
bottom was wet, but passable for cavalry and infantry but not for artil- 
lery or wagons. 1 then went north across the cypress swamp before 
alluded to at Haynes’ and went in the direction of Saint Charles and 
old Post Arkansas road, thence northwest, striking the Little Rock road 
j&*om said old post, say, 10 miles northwest of the Post, and returned to 
camp. I found the road soft but good aU the way, except the cypress 
swamp above mentioned. The country is poor. Accompanying is 
draught of the country. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 

W. STEWART, 
Colonel and Chief of Cavalry. 

Maj. A. Schwartz, 

Aetmg Asei^taivt Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Mississippi, 
Steamer Tigresn,, A^rkansas Poet^ Ark.^ January 10, 1863. 

Major: On the 14th instant I received orders to take one regiment 
of infantry and one gunboat and ascend the Arkansas River to the place 
where the steamer Luzerne had been fired into by rebel partisans oii 
that day. At 8 a. m. I went on board the steamer Omaha, on which was 
the Fifty-seventh Regiment Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, Colonel Mungen, 
and started up the river, but found that no gunboat had reported, and 
I then descended to tho fiag-ship and found the gunboat there in waiting. 
I then at 10 a-, m. advanced, and at 3 p. m. was at South Bend. Here 
I burned 7,800 bushels of com, and sent a detachment out south 2 miles 
and burned 22,500 more bushels of corn and about 50 hides. At Olay’s 
place I captured 50 sheep, 6 mules, 50 hides, 1 bell, and other property, 
contraband of war, and, in compliance with your orders, burned the 
dwelling and storehouse owned by rebels in arms near the place of at- 
tack by guerrillas the day before, and left the following notice for the 
inhabitants of that vicinity: 

People of Arkameae : 

I am sent up this river to take possession of Confederate property. Yesterday yon 
fired into onr transports. You have been repeatedly warned by us, and, 1 believe, by 
yonr own authorities, to desist firom this inode of warfare. All engaged in this infamous 
practice are recognized by both sides as assassins. Yonr citizens along the banks of 
the river are known to have been engaged with the party that attacked our transports 
yesterday. To-day 1 have burned one of your mansions. If yon repeat your useless 
but assassin-like attacks I will devastate ibis entire country. 

By order : 

W. STEWART, 
Colonel, Commandm^p 
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At 6,30 p. m. I ordered a return, and at 10 p. m. arrived at this place. 
I have the honor of submitting the above report, and cannot pass 
without cxpre.^ivliig my admiration for the excellent discipline of the 
Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, and particularly for the activity of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Rice, who is an exeeCent clllcer of great merit. 

I have the honor to be, dear major, your obedient servant, 

W. STEWART, 
Colonel and Chief of Cavalry. 

Maj. A. SOHWAETZ, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


4 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. George TV. Morgan^ TT. S. Army^ commanding Thir- 
^ teenth Army Corps. 

Hbqbs. Thirteenth Army Corps, U. S. Forces, 
Bteamer Empress^ January 17, ISfe. 

Sir: Post Arkansas is situated on a bluff 25 feet above the water, on 
the left bank of the Arkansas and 50 miles from its mouth. Upon this 
bluff was constructed a star fort, with four bastions, upon a square of 
300 feet. The fort (since destroyed by order of Major-General McCler- 
nand) was a little above the bend and oblique to the river, facing south- 
west and northeast On the southern face were two strongly-con- 
structed casemated works, revetted with iron bars. Each casemate 
contained one 9-inch gun, and botli commanded the approach from down 
the river. In the southwestern bastion was another 9-inch traverse 
gun en barbette. Within the fort were ten other guns en barbette^ and 
during the action of the 11th instant seven of the thirteen guns were 
entirely destroyed by the combined fire of the ^nboats and four 
20-pounders of Foster^s battery, of Osterhaus^ division, which opened 
upon the fort at a range of 800 yards. Fragments of shell, both from 
the gmiboats and 20-pounders, were found in the casemates, and one of 
the 9-inch guns bore upon its broken muAzle the impress of a 20-pounder 
shot. 

The fidd upon which the action of the 11th instant was fought is a 
parallelogram, of about 1,000 yards square. The southern face rests 
upon the river j the east or northeast is formed of the east fiace of the 
fort and a broken line of rifle-pits, protected by hastily-constructed 
wooden traverses, and running for 720 yards in a northwesterly direction 
toward a small bayou, which, on the day of battle, was 12 feet wide and 
18 inches deep, and across which were several easy fords. From the 
extreme left of the enemy^s line the field is bounded by this bayou, 
which runs first westerly and then southerly to the river. Across the 
bayou, beyond the extreme left of the enemy’s line, is a forest of under- 
growth, amid which is a slight elevario%xirhich flanks the line occupied 
by the enemy. Had Genial Sherman succeeded in turning the en- 
emy’s left, as contemplated by General McOlemand’s original plan, 
and a batt^ been planted upim that elevation, it would have enfiladea 
the enemy’s line of rifle-pits and driven him from his cover in twenty 
minutes. 

It is proper that I should speak: of the first line of the enemy’s defense. 
About IJ miles below the fort is a levee, running from the river to the 
bayou, and which presents a convex line to our advance. The levee 
46 R R— vox, xvn 
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was pierced for ten guns and shielded a long line of rifle-pits. Had 
the enemy been well established in position, and had we been unaided 
by the gunboats, the enemy’s position would have been strong 5 but 
the gunboats had an enfilading and reverse fire upon that line, and 
hence it was untenable. 

I have said that Post Arkansas is on the left bank of the river. By 
land it is 5 and by water 1’3 miles jQrom Fletcher’s Landing, on the 
right bank. At the fort the river turns abruptly to the left and runs 
up for a distance of 3 miles to the southeast, nearly parallel to its own 
channel below the fort 5 so that from Fletcher’s, on the right bank, to 
Smith’s, on the right bank, across the bend, is only a Stance of 3 
miles, and it is 3 miles from Smith’s to the fort. 

I was directed by General McClemand to send two regiments with 
a section of artillery across the bend, to prevent re-enforcements being 
sent to the fort by the river and cut off a retreat by that route. Hav- 
ing obtained permission to do so I ordered Lindsey’s brigade, composed 
of the Third Kentucky, Forty-ninth Indiana, and One hundred and 
fourteenth Ohio, with a section of 10 -pounder Parrotts commanded by 
lieutenant Wilson of the Chicago Mercantile Battery, and Captain 
Kirkbride^s cavalry company, to land at Fletcher’s and push across to 
Smith’te. 1 instrueted Colonel Lindsey to throw oat v^ettes toward 
the point opposite the fort, and act as circumstances required. On the 
10th instant I sent him two 20-i>ounder Parrotts, under Captain Foster 
of the First Wisconsin Battery, permission of Major-General McCler- 
nand having first been obtained. 

While at the mouth of White River I respectfully suggested that we 
should occupy the right bank of the river, opposite the fort, in mrder 
to secure a cross-fire with the gunboats on the fort. This suggestion 
met with the approval of the commanding general, bnt was abandoned 
in consequence of objection made by General Sherman that a battery 
established at that point would endanger his troops when they turned 
the enemy’s left. It will hereafter api)ear that during the battle of the 
11 th instant Colonel Lindsey did advance his brigade to that position, 
and by the fire of his artillery caused serious damage to the enemy, as 
Captain Blackburn of General Churchill’s staff and other prisoners sub- 
sequently admitted. The o^ )porturic appearance of this brigade contrib- 
uted materially to the rcsr.it i)!* iht* day. 

Detained at Fletcher’s on the night of the 9th instant I did not reach 
the place of debarkation below the fort till 9 a. m. on the morning of 
the ioth instant. The corps of Major-General Sherman, which had ar- 
rived on the night previous, was already forming; but, thanks to the 
energy of my division commanders and their subordinates, my corps 
marched at noon to take up position on Sherman’s left. 

At Hotrib’s I met the he^ of Steele?s division returning from the 
supposed direction of the Little Rock road. The rear of his column did 
not get back until after daylight on the morning of the 11 th instant. 
At Notrib’s a staff ofidcer ffom General McCkrn^d met me and con- 
ducted my command through the woods to the position then occupied 
by Gener^ Sherman, east of the fort. General McOlernand soon rode 
up and directed General ShemiMi’s corps to push rapidly toward the 
enemy’s left, while I attacked the fort on the south and east, and ex- 
tendi my line to the left, within supporting distance of Sherman. 

I at once went forward and made a reconnaissance of the ground to 
be occupied by me as soon as General Sherman advanced. The day 
and night also passed away and daylight found us occupying the same 
relative positions as on the afternoon before. 
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On the morning of the 11th instant General Sherman advanced, and 
I directed Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith to take position on his left, and to 
re-enforce General Sherman should it become necessary. I directed 
General Osterhaus to station Colonel De Conrcy^s brigade near 5otriVs 
to watch the road over which General Steele had countermarched, 
and to look to the safety of the boats. 

This gallant brigade lost 580 men at Oliickasaw Blnflfs, and, with 
Blair’s brigade, bore the brunt of that hard-fought but unsuccessful 
day. Col. John F, De Courcy deserves promotion. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith deployed nine regiments for the attack, hold- 
ing three in reserve. His right was opposite the enemy’s center. 

It had been already arranged by General McClemand with Bear- Ad- 
miral Porter that the gunboats should open the attack, when it should 
be promptly taken up by the ai*my along the entire line. Brigadier- 
General Osterhaus had placed in position two 20-ponnder Parrotts on 
the river bank, at a distance of 800 yards from the fort, holding two 
sections of the Chicago Mercantile Battery in reserve. 

At 1 p. m. the gunboats, as on the previous night, opened in the most 
gallant style, and fire was immediately taken up by Webster’s sectkm 
of 20-ponnders, and in a few moments the entire line was engaged. 
The division of G^na^ A. J. Smith steadily advanced and drove the 
enemy before him toward the open ground which separated his com- 
mand from the enemy’s line. The enemy, hotly press^ sought shelter 
behind a cluster of cabins. General Smi^ ordered the buildings to be 
charged, which was gallantly done by Colonel Gnppey with the Twenty- 
third Wisconsin, and the enemy was forced to flee to his intrenchments. 

General A. J. Smith still pressed forward with his command, the 
brigade of General Burbridge in the advance, until within 200 yards 
of the fort, when he sent me word that he was within hand-shaking 
distance of the enemy. For some time a galling fire was kept up be- 
tween General Smith’s division and the enemy, and it will be observed 
that more than one-third of the loss sustained by the army in that battle 
was by General Burbridge’s brigade, and it is but justice to say that 
the chief honor of the day belongs to Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith’s gallant 
division. 

As soon as the gunboats and Lieutenant Webster, under the direction 
of General Osterhaus, had silenced the guns of the fort, Colonel Lindsey 
promptly advanced with his brigade to the point opp^te the fort and 
put Captain Foster’s two 20-pounder and two lO-ponnder Parrotts, un- 
der Lieutenant Wilson, in a position to secure an oblique fire ficom the 
enemy’s line of rifle-pits. Their fire was Mmirable ; the eaemy’s battle- 
fiag was shot away and the trenohes were filled wi^ his destd. 

About this time 1 received a messaige through Ms^oi Sanger of Gca- 
eral Sherman’s staif saying that he was hotly -pmaaod and Bsbaaai^Ssm 
aid. Major Sanger had applied to GeiBecal MeGlernand fin: re-eaftree*' 
mmfB and by C^mieral MoOiemandf was sent to me» 1 at once sent 
m sjde-dehoampwith M^or Sanger teOeaeial Smith with iastneliens 
to send as msiiy regimsnte to Greneral Shemmn as he could spare. 
Though ho% m&gtgedt he sent three, and afterward requested me to 
order the attimk of the enemy’s exteome right. The order was ^ven, 
and Osterhaps personalfy conducted Sheldon’s brigade into action in 
a masterly manner. Indeed, throughout the batile he evinced the 
qualities of a eod and intEephi ocmunffluder. 

My entire force in the field was now engaged, and I took advimtage 
of my chain of vedettes, establifihed at short intervals between De 
Oourcy’s position and my own, to order up his brigade. The fight 
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continued with sullen stubbornness. The gunboats had passed above 
the fort and opened a reverse fire, and all of the guns of the fort were 
silenced but one. Several times, at different parts of the field, unau- 
thorized white fags were run up and tom down again by the enemy. 
At length De Cc;:rcy's brigade emerged in double column from the 
woods on the river bank below the fort, and now for the first time an 
authorized white flag was brought out on the parapet and Post Ar- 
kansas was ours. The command to cease firing was promptly given, 
and in a few minutes afterward the enemy surrendered along his entire 
line. Brigadier-General Churchill commanded the fort in person and 
personally surrendered it. Osterhaus had formed the One hundred and 
twentieth Ohio in double column and ordered it to assault the east free 
of the fort, but added to the fosse there was a natural ravine which 
rendered it impossible ; but this gallant regiment, under the lead of 
Colonel French, maintained its position for an hour within pistol-shot 
of the parapet, and entered the fort with the Sixteenth Indiana, under 
Lieut. Col. John M. Orr, and the Eighty-third Ohio, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baldwin. These commanders are highly spoken of by their 
superiors in command. 

The garrison flag was captured by Oapt. J. J. Ennis, aide-de-camp 
on the staff of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, In all, seven colors were cap- 
tured by my corps, together with a large number of prisoners and a vast 
supply of munitions of war. Immediately after the surrender the fort 
was placed xmder my command on the field by Major-General McCler- 
nand, and I assigned it to the custody of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, who 
awarded it to Brigadier-General Burbridge. 

I strongly recommend that Cols. John F. De Courcy and Lindsey be 
promoted. They are able and efficient brigade commanders and de- 
serve the grade of brigadier. 

I cannot speak too Mghly of the services of Brig. Gens. A. J. Smith 
and Osterhans, who handl^ their respective commands with skill and 
gallantry. 

To Captain Patterson, engineer, I am under renewed obligations for 
his valuable services. To him was intrusted the destruction of the en- 
emy^s magazine, casemates, and the 9-inch gun, which he cut off. Capt. 
M. 0. Garber, assistant quartermaster, was also efficient in the discharge 
of his duties. 

On the 11th Captain Lyon, acting topographical engineer 5 Lieuten- 
ant Montgomery, acting aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Burdick, acting 
ordnance officer, always faithful in the discharge of duty, were too ifl 
to be on the field. 

To Lieutenant Sannders, acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieuten- 
ants English and Hutchins^ acting aides-de-camp ; Lieutenants Fisher 
and Edge, signal officers, and Captain Ballinger, commanding cavah^ 
escort, I return my hearty thanks and acknowledgments. 

Before closing my report I feel ft to be my duty to call the attention 
of the oomman<Bng general to the superior quality of the enemy^s small- 
arm ammunitioii over that used by our troops. It is superior both in 
quality and in the quantity of the powder used to the cartridge. Such 
is the general opinion of our offices; and I strongly recommend that 
greater attention be paid to the manuiacture of c^artridges, and that the 
charge be increiaaed one-third, 

I am, colonel, very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

GBOEGE W. MOEGAK, 
Brigadier-Omerafj 

Lieut. Col. A. Sohwaetz, 

A 69 f A TT^arsi. Mai. John A. McClernand, 
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Aggregate of Mlled, wounded, and missing in the First Amg Corps, Army of the Mississippi, 
vn the battle of Post Arkansas, January 11, 1863. 
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Beport of Brig. Oen. Andrew J. Smithy JJ. S. Army^ commanding FirH 

Bwision. 

Hbqrs. First Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, 

On steamer Bes Aro^ January 16 , 1863 . 

I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of my 
division in the actions of the 10th and 11th instant : 

There had been assigned to my command the First Brigade, Brig. 
Gen. S. G. Bnrbridge commanding, composed of the following rep.- 
ments: Sixtieth, Sixteenth, and Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteer £i- 
fantryj the Eighty-third and Ninety-sixth Ohio, and the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin Volunteers. The Second Brigade, Col. W. J. Landram, 
Nineteenth Kentucky, commanding, composed of the Nineteenth Ken- 
tucky Volunteers, the Forty-eightn Ohio, and the Seventy-seventh, 
Ninety-seventh, One hundred and eighth, and One hundred and thirty- 
first Illinois Volunteers; also the Seventeenth Ohio Battery, Oapt. A. 
A. Blount : the Chicago Mercantile Battery, Oapt. O. G. Cooley, and 
Company 0, Fourth Indiana Cavalry. There was also temporarily at- 
tach^ to my division a squadron of the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Col. 
Clark Wright commanding. 

In obedience to orders the division disembarked on the left bank of 
the river on the 10th instant at 1 p. m., and proceeded up the river, 
following in the rear of Major-General Sherman^s command, until we 
reached the Notrib farm where we met the First Division of that eoips 
returning, having found the route they had taken impracticable. 

My division then moved on up the river until we passed the first line 
of r&e-pits, and then diverging to the right soon came upon the rear 
of General Stuartf s division, the advance of which we found pelted on 
the left of the road, having strong pickets weU advanced and in sight 
of the enemy’s fort. 

After some delay the Sixtieth Indiana, the leading regiment of the 
First Brigade, Was ordered forward to the right of the line to be estab- 
lished, and tro remaining regimi^ts coming up were ordered into line 
of battle to the left and fi^ont, to r^eve those of Genersd Stuart’s divis- 


Three sinoe died. 


t But see leYised statemeaxt, p. 717. 
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ion that were to move farther to the right. With this disposition the 
troops remained under arms during the night. Heavy canno".nding soon 
commenced between the gunboats and the fort, and many i«l:ot a:i<l shell 
were thrown from the lattei* i:: the direction of the position occupied by 
our troops, but without doing us any serious damage. 

Early on tJie morning of the 11th the troops of the i":rst Division were 
placed in position for an assault upon the works of the enemy; The 
First Brigade moved well to the right and joined the left of Stuart^s 
division ; the Second Brigade moved two regiment? forward into line, 
having three in reserve, with General OsterliaiKs’ division on the left, 
between that and the river. The Seventeenth Ohio Battery, Captain 
Blount commanding, was brought forward, and three pieces (lO-pounder 
Parrotts) placed in position, under cover of an earthwork thrown up 
during the night, in plain view of the fort, the remaining three pieces 
masked in reserve. In this position the army awaited the signal for 
the assault. 

About 1 p. m. the gunboats opened on the fort, and the cannonading 
became general from the extreme right to the left, and continued about 
thMy minutes, when General Sherman opened on the right with mus- 
ketry, which was the signal agreed upon to advance. My whole line, 
with a heavy line of skirmishers in front, moved slowly forward to the 
open field, across which my division had to pass under a heavy fire from 
the enemas worts. As we emerged from the timber the front line was 
hotly engaged for some minutes, driving the enemy before ns, who first 
took shelter in a number of houses or cabins about midway between 
us and the fort, and from which they were doing great execution on our 
advanced lines, and checked for a moment our progress. The Twenty- 
third Wisconsin Volunteers, Colonel Guppey commanding, was order^ 
to charge upon the houses and take possession of them at all hazards, 
which was done in the most gallant manner, thus forcing the enemy to 
abandon tkeir stronghold and fiee under a hot fire from our troops to 
tkeir intrenchments. Our line then continued a storming advance upon 
their works until within 200 yards of the main fort, from which point we 
kept up an incessant fire throughout the line for nearly half an hour. 
A&)ut this time quite all the guns from the fort had been silenced; 
but Captain Oooley^s battery, that had been advanced by General Oster- 
haus, and one fipom General Sherman’s corps, continued to play upon 
the fort and works of the enemy. Captain Blount’s battery, which had 
done such effective service, was compelled to cease in consequence of 
the advance of onr troops. Seeing a Confederate fiag floating on a 
house in rear of the fort I ordered up one of Captain Blount’s pieces to 
play upon it, and after a few shots heard the cry that the white flag 
was raised. General Burbridge was handed a flag, with orders to he 
first in the fort and plant it. I am happy to say this was accomplished. 
The Sixteenth Indiana, Lieut. Col. John M. Orr commanding, was the 
first in the fort, followed by the Eighty-third Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baldwin commanding, who were the first to plant their colors on the 
works of the enemy. They were followed immediately by the whole 
division, which entered the works of the enemy in the most perfect 
oihI^. 

I at once detailed tke Seventy-seventb Hfiuois, Colonel Grier com- 
imanding, to take charge of the fort and everything pertaining thereto, 
and the iTineteenth Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Cowan, to guard the 
outer works and the prisoners. The fort and prisoners were surren- 
dered to Brig. Gen. S. G. Burbridge in person. 

During the action the following field officers were wounded while 
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nobly leading their men forward: Ool. F. Emerson, Sixty-seventh Indi- 
ana, in left tiiiglij Lieot. Ool. John M. Orr, Sixteenth Indiana, in hand; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Templeton, Sixtieth Indiana, in right shoulder; Lieu- 
tenant-Oolonel Parker, Forty-eighth Ohio, in lerfc arm, who after hsmng 
his wound dressed joined his regiment and led it glorioudy into the fort. 

The total number of killed, wounded, and missing in my division is 
as follows : Killed, 47 ; wounded, 381 ; missing, 6. Total, 434.* 

Each regiment of my division that participated in the action of the 
11th instant performed its duty to my entire satisfaction, and I feel 
proud in making this announcement to my general commanding, as 
they were each and all under my own supervision. To my brigade 
commanders, Brigadier-General Burbridge and Col. W. J. I^dram, I 
accord great praise. To the colonels or commanding officers of my re^- 
ments, as well as to the field and staff belonging thereto, I accord that 
praise due brave and gallant leaders. 

The batteries (Seventeenth Ohio and Chicago Mercantile), commanded 
respectively by Oapts. A. A. Blount and C. G. Cooley, I thank most 
heartily for the active part taken by each in the action. The cavalry 
attached to the division was left in the rear to apprehend and' take 
charge of all stragglers. 

Colonel Wright and Msg. B. Montgomery, of the Sixth Missouri Cav- 
alry, volunteered their services fot the day and were active and ener- 
getic in conveying orders to different parts of the field. I thank them 
kindly for their services. 

To my personal staff, Lieut. J. Hough, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral ; Capt. A. Gaddis, acting eommissaiy of subsistence, and Lieut. J. 
J. Ennis, aide-de-camp, I am und^ many obligations for the energy and 
activily displayed through the day in placing regiments and conveying 
orders to different parts of the field. lieutenant Ennis captured three 
flags that ate now in my ;^ssession. 

Dr. McGrew, medical director of this division, was busilj engaged in 
providing for the comforts of the wounded and superintending the op- 
erations that were necessary to be performed. Major Hammond, as- 
sistant adjutant-general to General Sherman, was near me during the 
latter part of the day and rendered important services. 

The flags taken were from the following parties : Garrison flag, taken 
at headquarters in the fort ; McCulloch Avengers, taken on right txreast- 
work; and Tenth Texas, A. Nelson^s regiment, taken at LospitaL 

A. J. SMITH, 

Briffoiier-Qenerailf 0(mm<iindin§* 

lieut. E. B. Sattnubrs, 

Acting Assista/nt AdjutcmPQeneraly Thirteenth Armg 


Ka. 6. 

Beport of Oa/pt Charles Q. Coeieg^ OMcago MercanHIe 

Hdqbs. Ohioago Meroantilb Battebt, 
Steamer Warscm^ Arkansas Po8% Arfe., Jannarg 13, 18^ 

I resp^tfiiUy submit the following report of the part taken by my 
battery in the engagement at Arkansas !Post on Sunday, the Uth in- 
stant: 


* Bat see lerised statement^p. 716w 
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I arrived per the steamer Louisiana, with the fleet, Saturday morning^ 
January 10, at a point about 2 miles east of the post, and debarked two 
sections of my battery, consisting of four 6-];)oander brass pieces, in the 
immediate vicinity of the '.anding occupied by the First Division, and at 
1 p. m. marched with that division until 8 p. m., arriving within 1 mile 
of the enemy^s fortifications, when by year order I encamped for the 
night and reported to Brigadier-General Osterhaus for instructions. 

Sunday morning, by dilution of General Osterhaus, I advanced with 
the troops composing his division, and at about 12 o’clock occupied a 
position within about 300 yards in a northeasterly direction from the 
main fortification, at which place I went into battery and commenced 
firing and continued in action during the entire engagement, firing 165 
rounds in all, of which 125 were spherical-case and 35 solid shot, most 
of which I have reason to suppose proved effective. Our elevation was 
lo to our shot exploding at l|" to 2^', the latter varying with the 
different position of our guns. 

I succeeded in dismounting a battery of three Parrott guns, located 
within the main fortifications, which were bearing directly upon my 
position; also destroying the roofs of several buildings from which 
riflemen were annoying the infantry in fh)nt of me, completely silencing 
their fire in that direction. I then changed the direction of my fire 
along the line of the enemy’s rifle-pits and batteries outside the main 
work^ doing considerable damage to both. My position enabled me to 
fire diagonally through the lines in rear of their earthworks, and also 
to ohS(^e quite accurately its effect. 

Dtiring the entire engagement our guns were unprotected by front 
works and were exposed to plain view of the enemy, who were pouring 
a deadly fire upon the infantry skirmishers in onr front, over whom we 
were compelled to throw onr shot. 

I have to report but few casualties. William Gardner, gunner of 
squad No. 6, was wounded in his right leg by the explosion of a shot 
femi the enemy, causing quite a severe flesh wound, leaving a fragment 
buried in the flesh, ffx)m which he is still suffering ; he is on board 
£rf?eamer J. 0. Snow, in charge of surgeons. Four of my horses received 
wounds jfrom musketry, rendering three of them unfit for service. The 
amount of dmnage to ordnance and loss of stores I am unable to give 
as y^ It is not, however, very great, as we suffered but little con- 
fusion. 

This is the first engagement of the battery. I take pleasure in no- 
tiemg impheit compliance with orders of every man connected with my 
command, not one shrinking from his place of duty notwithstanding our 
dangerous position. 

The right section of my battery, consisting of two 3-inch rifled pieces, 
was detsmhed, under command of Ctolonel Lindsey, of the Second Di- 
vision, and debarked at Fletcher’s Landing Friday night, January 9, 
fiwr an expedition up the east side of the river to some point above the 
fort, a rei>ort of which I have not as yet received. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. G. COOLEY, 

Oaptaifiy Commanding Chicago Mercantile Battery. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith,, 

Oomdg. First Mret Army Corps^ Army of the Miss. 
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Beport of Oapt. Ambrose A. Blount, Seventeenth Ohio Battery. 


Abkinsas Post, Abk., January 13, 1863. 


Sib : In the engagement of Sunday, the 11th instant, three guns of 
my battery were posted in the earthwork, prepared for the purpose, 
directly east of the lower end of the enemy’s fort and about 600 or 700 
yards distant. The balance of m3r battery was posted about 200 yards 
to the rear, there not being room in the work to employ more guns. I 
fired 120 rounds of shell and canister. I had no men killed or wounded, 
and but one horse slightly wounded by a musket-ball. 

I hare the honor to be, with much respect, very truly, your obedient 
servant, 

A. A. BLOUHT, 
Captain Seventeenth Ohio Battery. 


Brig. Gen. A. J. Saur^ 

Oomdg. Mrst JHv., Mrst Army Corps, Army of the Miss. 


Bo. 8. 

Beport of Brig. Gen. Stephen G. BurbriAge, U. S. Army, oommanding First 

Brigade. 

Headqxtabtebs Fibst Bbi&ade, FiEtsi Division, 
Thibtbbnth Abut Oobps, Aemt op the Mississippi, 

Post Arkansas, Ark., January 14, 18^. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by 
my brigade in the engagement of the 10th and Uth instant, which re- 
sulted in the capture of Port Post Arkansas, together with the whole 
contending force : 

In compliance with orders to that effect my whole command, includ- 
ing the ^vmteenth Ohio Battery, disembarked January 10 about 12 m. 
yfo moved up the road, having recmved orders to follow M^or-Gtoneral 
German’s corps. They finding the route impracticable returned, and 
we were order^ to follow the road leading up the river bank, whim we 
did until we reached the first line of outer works of the memy, which 
by that time had been evacuated ; thence we bore to the right throngh 
the swamps till within about half a mile of the fort. 

About sunset I was ordered to throw my brigade into line of battle. 
I then found that owing to a misapprehension of orders on^ one regi- 
ment (Sixtieth Indiana Yolnnteers, commanded by OoL B. Owen) had 
followed. I immediateljr sent back orders for the rest of the brig^ to 
move up, and becoming impatient rode back myself and brought them 
up at double-qnick. I ordered the Sixtieth and Sixteenth Indiana to 
the right and front with the Twenty-third Wisconrin, CoL J. J. Gnppey, 
^ thdr rear as a reserve, with ordms to ihe former two regiments to 
skirmish wril to their finnt. Iord6redtheSixly-seveatiiliidiana,0(diQnd 
Emerson, and Ninety-sixth Ohio, Colonel Yanc^ on the left, and the 
Eighty-third Ohio, lientenant-Oolonel Baldwin, in their rear,, with the 
same instructions as those given to the right of the luigade. 

The command bivouacked in line almost in direct range of the guns 
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of the fort firing on the gunboats, their shells frequently bursting in 
our lines and doing some execution. During the night the Sixtieth In- 
diana captured one company (60 men) of the enemy and sent it to the 
rear. 

At daylight on the 11th instant I moved my command to the right, 
directly in front of the fort and in rear of an open field, across which I 
was ordered to make the assault at the proper time. I formed my com- 
mand in two lines, with the Sixtieth Indiana, Colonel Owen, on the 
right; the Sixteenth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Orr, center, and the 
Eighty-third Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, on the left, with in- 
structions to feel well their way to the edge of the open field referred 
to (across which to the fort was about 4(K) yards), which they did in 
gallant style. I placed three pieces of Captain Blount^s (Seventeenth 
Ohio) battery on my left, having some earthworks thrown up there for 
its protection, and ordered the Ninety-sixth Ohio to support it. 

About 12 m. at a preconcerted signal the gunboats and the batteries 
along the line opened and kept up a simultaneous and incessant fire, 
which drew upon us the enemy^s fire. It having been agreed that the 
signal for the assault should be mnsketiy and cheering from Major-Gen- 
-eral Sherman^s corps, on our right, I awaited it. The numerical strength 
of my brigade was 2,400 men. 

Abont 1 p. m. Colonel Parsons, aide to General McClernand, came 
with the information that the enemy were moving, in column closed in 
mass, up the river, and it was the impression that they were retreating, 
and that I should be ready for storming the works. Hearing the 
oheering and musketry on my righr I ordt^rrd my front line to ad- 
vance, which was done under a most murderous fire of musketry, 
shell, round shot, and grape and canister. Observing that my line was 
somewhat wavering under such a destructive fixe, especially my right 
and left— the right having received an exceedingly heavy fire from 
•one of our own regiments on my right — I marched up my other three 
regiments to their relief. The three front regiments refused to be re- 
lieved, and supi)orted by the three relieving regiments the whole went 
forward with great resolution and most unflinchingly, driving the en- 
emy from the houses in front of their works and maintaining that posi- 
tion tliemsdves. 

Finding there was an open spa»e on my right, between my troops 
and those of General Sherman, I had it occupied by the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin, which most nobly held its position. On my left I extended 
the length of my line by throwing kite that position the Sixty-seventh 
Indiana, under Colonel Emerson, who was wounded while gallantly 
leading and urging on his men. 

The colonel (Lucas) of the Sixteenth Indiana being on the steamer J. 
O. Snow, too sick to go out, his regiment was commanded by Idetrt. Col. 
John M. Orr. who was severely wounded in the head by a piece of shell 
while gallantly leading on his men, when they were within JO yards of 
the outer works. After Lieutenant-Colonel Orr was wounded Colonel 
Lucas came ont and was in command of the regiment when tihe fort 
surrendered. Major Eedfield deserves grOat credit for his i^iH and 
bravery displayed during the whole time, and particularly while in com- 
manwl a short time before Colonel Lucas arrived. Lieutenant Colonel 
Templeton, SixtSeth Indiana, was ^Iso wounded while in the heroic dis- 
charge of his duty. 

Finding we were pressed hairA on our right, I sent to Colonel Lan- 
drum, commanding Second Brigade, First Division, asking for re^en- 
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forcements, his brigade being held in reserve. He promptly sent me 
the Nineteenth Kentucky and Ninety-seventh Illinois, commanded re- 
spectively by Lieut. Col. John Cowan and Col. F, S. Eutherford. I 
ordered the Nineteenth Kentucky to relieve the Twenty -third Wiscon- 
sin, which they did with the coolness and courage of veteran troops, 
almost silencing the fire of the enemy in +he rifle-pits in their front. It 
is due to Colonel Cowan to say he h.;: ,t'.ed his regiment in a manner 
which enlisted the heartiest praise from General Smith, Colonel Lan- 
dram, and myself, all of whom witnessed the conduct of the regiment, 
ascommanded by Colonel Cowan. The Ninety-seventh Illinois was held 
in reserve for awhile, but afterward fought most gallantly in front, 
though somewhat under protection of a clump of wo^s which lay close 
to the right of the fort. 

My whole command was under heavy fire for three and a half hours, 
and the greater part had to make the assault through an open, marshy 
field, where the enemy had a full and fair range, with grape-shot and 
musketry. I cannot say too much in praise of the officers and men 
under my command} they all did all I could ask of them, and stormed 
one of the scrongest of the enemy’s works like veteran regiments. 

It is proper to say that but one of my raiments had ever been under 
fire. Colonel Landram was frequently with me during the day, and 
we often consulted together. In my opinion he managed his Wgade 
with great skill, judgment, and bravery, being everywhere his presence 
was needed, rendering me great assistance by his counsel and prompti- 
tude in re-enforcing me at a critical time. Capt. A. N. Keigwin, acting 
assistant adjutant-general j Lient. T. J. Elliott, aide-de-camp, and Lieut. 
M. T. Kirk, Sixth Missouri Cavalry } also Lieut. M. Whilldin, my ord- 
nance officer, and Major Livingston, volunteer aide-de-camp, and now 
chief of police, Army of the Mississippi, rendered me great service, de- 
livering orders to my regiments when shells, grape, and musket-balls 
rained like hail in a storm. Capt. A. A. Blount, Seventeenth Ohio Bat- 
tery, rendered great service, annoying Ihe enemy and frequently divert- 
ing his fire from our advancing columns. 

Before the surrender one of Captain Blount’s pieces was ordered to 
the^ front and did great execution, General Smith frequently sighting 
the' gun himself. The Sixteenth Indiana was the first regiment in the 
fort, followed by the Eighty-third Ohio, who were the first to place their 
regimental colors on the enemy’s works. The balance of my command 
were soon within the works. 

As I approached the entrance of the fort the guard presented bay- 
onets and stated that they had not surrendered. I told Mm that they 
had fought gallantly, but were whipped, and I demanded a suitender. 
They dropp^ their arms and bid me entei^ which I did, and hoisted 
the first national flag. The general commanding (Ohurchill) surrendered 
the fort to me iu peirson. It is hut justice to say that M^or Mont- 
gomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, was next after me in the fort, follo^^ 
by Colonel Lucas, Sixteenth Indiana j Capt. A. N. Keigwin and Lieut. 
Thomas J. EDiott, both of my staff. 

The list of killed and wounded of my command, which I liierewith 
submit,^ shows that each of my regiments was in the hottest part of the 
fight and did its duty nobly. I may here mention that my escort (part 
of the Tenth Kentucky Cavalry) behaved well, and were never found 
wanting in the hour of need. 


Embodied in revised sbatemeoit^ p. 710: 
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I can say no more. It is sufficient that it was a hard-fonght battle 
and a complete snccess. All I have to regret is the loss of the brave 
dead and wounded who fell gallantly fighting for our glorious old 
Union. 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

S. G. BUEBEIDGB, 

Brigadier • Oeneral. 

Lieut. J. Hough, 

Acting Aemtant Adjutant-Qeneraly First Division. 


No. 0. 

Report of 061. Thomas J. LucoSj Sixteenth Indiana Infantry. 

Heabquabtees Sixteenth Inuiana Eegimbnt, 

ArTcansas Boat, ArJc.^ January 12, 1863. 

Sm : I have the honor herewith to submit my report of the battle of 
Post Arkansas, which took place Saturday and Sunday, the 10th and 
11th instant, in which my regiment participated : 

Troops disembarked on Saturday, January 10, about 12 m., with 
two days? rations, one blanket, and 60 rounds of ammunition each ; 
marched about 2 miles to a large open field at about 1,000 yards from 
the outer line of works ; were drawn up in line of battle, arms stacked 
and men resting until near sundown, when the command was called to 
attention and marched by the road on the bank of the river to within 
1,000 yards of the fort in quick time j was under fire of round shot and 
shell during the early part of the night, having 1 man killed and 4 
wounded. 

The next morning after daylight advanced to within 600 yards of the 
fort, when the command was again formed in line of battle, where we 
remained until 1.16 p. m., the enemy still throwing round shot and shell 
in our ranks, when we were ordered to charge the eneniy^s works. The 
men receivea instructions to fix bayonets, advance on the double-quick, 
and cheer as they advanced. The command advanced gallantly, cheer- 
ing as they went through a thick undergrowth for about 100 yards to a 
large open field. Across this they advanced to within 150 yards of the 
enemy’s works, all the time undmr a tremendous fixe of musketry, shell, 
round shot, and grape and canister. When within 150 yards of the 
fort the men were ordered to lie down, it being impossible to advance 
farther under such a fire without destraction to the command. Here 
the regiment remained for a large portion of four hours, lying down 
most of the time, but advancing during that time about 75 yards, 
when, at about 5 p. m., the enemy surrendered. 

At no time during the engagement did the fiag of the command go 
back. The regiment daims the honor of being first in the enemy’s 
works, and rai^ the first national fiag over them. The loss of the reg- 
iment was 7 enlisted mm killed, 7 commissioned officers wounded, and 
57 enlisted men wounded. 

After the engag^ent and surrender the command fell back to the 
position occupied in the morning. 

I am compelled to speak in the highest terms of Lieut. Col. John M. 
Orr, who was in command of the regiment at the time the charge was 
made. He fell badly wounded when within 150 yards of the fort. He 
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deserves great praise for his coolness and bravery. Also of Major Eed- 
field, who fought gallantly and never faltered. 

All my officers deserve great credit for their coolness and bravery, 
vrith but a single exception, which I am compelled to report. His name 
is Eodman L. Davis, first lieutenant of Company 0, who was in com- 
mand of the company — in fact was the only commissioned officer with 
the company. lie deserted his company in face of the enemy, leaving 
it in charge of an orderly sergeant. I wish you would take his case 
under consideration. He deserves to be branded as a coward. 

Inclosed you will find a full list, with names of the killed, wounded, 
and missing belonging to my command.* 

Very respectfully submitted. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. J. LTJOAS, 

Colonely Oommanding Sixteenth Indiana EegimenL 

Brig. Gen. S. G. BtJBBBiDaE, 

Oommanding First Brigade. 


JTo. 10. 

Eeport of Col. Bichard Owen^ Sixtieth Indiana Infantry. 

Headquabtebs Sixtieth Indiana Yolunteebs, 

In the Field, January 12, ISfe. 

Sib : In accordance with the order of General Burbridge to report the 
details regarding my regiment, the Sixtieth Indiana Yolnnteers, at the 
taking of Host Arkansas, I have the honor to submit the following: 

The Sixtieth Indiana Volunteers being detailed to skirmish in the 
woods around the fort, on the evening of January 10 the first platoon 
of each company was thrown out from a quarter of a mile to 600 yards 
in advance and so remained until morning. Company A succeeded in 
capturing 55 prisoners and Company F, 5 ; all of whom were sent by a 
colonel of cavalry on General Morgan’s staff to headquarters. Company 
C also captured a wagon and two mules. The remainder of the regi- 
ment slept on their arms without fire until early in the morning, when 
a few sn^ fires were permitted for the purpose of ahowing the men to 
boil a cup of coffee. 

On the morning of the 11th we followed General Burbridge and staff 
until we acrived in front of the north battery of the fort, passing through 
another brigade to attain this point, which was abontone-half milefrom 
the fort. Here we remained from 9 a. m. until about noon in line of 
battle, several shells pairing directly over us and some exploding within 
a few feet. 

About noon we recrived the general’s order to prepare for the charge 
which we were to make whenever we heard shouting on our right. We 
commenced the charge with about 350 men (many having been too much 
reduced by sickness to bear the fatigue, besides 110 excused by the 
surgeon), advancing at first at common time through the woods, and 
afterward in quick and double-quick, with shouts, for about 300 yards 
through the open field, in which, the ground being swampy, we sank 


* Embodied in rerUed statement, p. 716. 




734 


WEST TENN. AEX> NOETHEEN MISS. 


[CHjIP. TT IT- 


over ankle deep. This advance was made under the direct fire of six 
pieces of artillery" and the cross-fire of two lines of sharpshooters, be- 
sides others concealed behind the old buildings. We, however, dislodged 
those and held the ficame house, stable, and sink house, commencing and 
continuing to &re by file, until finding that the whole murderous fire 
was concentrated upon that spot and that we were losing many men I 
thought it proper to endeavor to reform them a short distance in the 
rear. This I found impracticable to effect, under the heavy direct and 
cross fire, until we again reached the woods, where we rallied, under the 
generaFs directions, to the number of about 200 , being compelled to 
leave the lieutenant-colonel wounded and the major quite exhausted 
(from a long previous sickness and from inhaling volumes of smoke 
while coolly giving commands to the left wing at the stable) and the 
adjutant temporarily stunned, but not seriously injured, by the explosion 
of a shell, wnich killed a man close by him. 

The second charge was made by obliquing to the right along the skirt 
of woods to afford some protection foom the artillery fire, and we could 
have maintained onr position, but, having advanced so far as to be mis- 
taken for the enemy, we were fir^ into by a Union regiment posted 
several hundred yards off on onr right. This compelled us again to 
fall back to the point at which the general and yourself found us, when 
we made onr third charge, with 111 men, and maintained onr posi- 
tion in the front, abreast of the frame house above mentioned, until the 
white flag was hoisted, when we followed General Bnrbridge and your- 
self as rapidly as onr exhausted condition would permit, and were the 
second regiment, if not the first, to plant the national colors on the 
fortifications, Lieutenant Ewing mounting the ridge of the south build- 
ing for that purpose. 

The lieutenant-colonel and major most efficiently and faithfully per- 
formed their duties until incapacitated, and the company officers, with 
one or two exceptions, deserve great credit for urging the men to the 
charge. 

Ten commissioned officers had been left at the boat sick, and in the 
first charge all the officers of Company B were disabled, and a sergeant 
led the second charge. The only commissioned officer in Company E 
was wounded near me before we advanced in the first charge half-way 
across the open field, and in the other charges a corporal commanded 
the company. 

The most of the men, notwithstanding their exhausted condition, bore 
themselves bravely, and despite their falling back performed their duty 
in the end most foithfedly 5 some never left the vicinity of the frame 
house from first to last. 

It is hoped the 8 al>joined list of killed and wounded^* which it will 
be seen is very equally distributed through the companies of the bat- 
telioift,, will me out in the above assertion and justify tiie general 
in according the regiment in his official repod; riie same credit he was 
kind enough to award verbally in x>erson. 

Permit me to sohseribe myself, very re^>ectfiilly and tndy, yours, 

EICHAED OWEN, 
Oolong SwUeth Induma Yoluntp>ers. 

Captain Esiawm, 

Amatmt A^utmt^Q>en0raiL 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 716. 
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Ko. 11. 

Beport of Col. Branh Bmersony Sixty seventh Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqes. Sixty-seyenth Eegiment Indiana VoExrNTEERs, 

January 12, 1863. 

Sib : In obedience to yonr orders jnst received I proceed to state the 
part taken by this regiment in the engagement of the 10th and 11th in- 
sbmt in the vicinity of the Arkansas Post: 

The regiment debarked from the transport J. S. Pringle on the 10th 
instant and marched in its position in the brigade until it was h^ted 
with the remainder of the brigade a short distance from the front lines 
of the enemy’s works. At sunset of said day in obedience to orders the 
regiment resumed the line of march and passed through the front and 
second fortifications and through the swamp in rear of the inner works^ 
with orders to form on the left of the Sixtieth Indiana Yolunteers. Be- 
fore the regiment was in position, by your command given in person^ 
the regiment marched to the leit and took position in front of the 
Eighty-third Ohio Volunteers, where I threw out pickets, and the men 
remained sleeping on their arms until 8 a. m. of the 11th instant, when 
the regiment moved to the right, on the left of the Eighty-third Ohio 
Yolunteers, and took position in its proper place in the brigade. 

At 12 m. of the 11th instant, as ordered, the regiment took position 
on the left of the Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteers and in the rear of 
the Sixteenth Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, in the open field, and ad- 
vanced in line of battle with bayonets fixed, where it was halt^ at sup- 
porting distance. In obedience of orders this regiment and two other 
regiments on the right and left made two unsuccessful attempts to carry 
the enemy’s works. Owing to the severity of the enemy’s fire they were 
now compelled to seek protection by falling upon the ground. In the 
second attempt to rally the regiment I received a wound from a musket- 
baU passing through the left thigh about 4 inches above the knee,, 
shghtiy bruising the bone. The other casualties in the regiment were 
^ kOded and wounded. The officers and men behaved well under a 
most galling fire of the enemy. I was not present during the last hour 
of the engagement. 

Very resT)ectfally, your obedient servant, 

EMBBSOK, 

Colonel, Oomncmding Regmewk 

Brig. Gen. S. G. Bxjbbbidgb, 

Oomdg. 1st Brig., Isi Dw., 1st Army Corps, Army of the Miss. 


Ko. 12, 

Beport ofideut. Col. William S. Baldwin^ Mghty-^ird Ohio Infantryi. 

Hdqbs. Eiohty-thibd Eegt. Ohio Vol. Infantet, 

Bivouac near Fort Hindman, Arh., January 13, 1863. 

Snt: I have the honor to submit the following Ti&poskoi the part 
taken by the Eighty4hird Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Inffintry in the 
engagement of the 10th and Htk instant : 

Af^ disembarking from the transport at 1 p. m. of the 10th my regi- 
ment formed in its proper place in the brigade, and moved with it some 
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2 miles up tlie river, Tvhere, in compliance witli an order from the 
general, we formed in line in rear of toe 'Ireuty-rhird Wiscondn and 
remained till near sunset, when we fell in with the brigade and ad- 
vanced about 2 miles fartlier through a swamp, broke off from the right 
of the brigade and formed ne^ur the river, so well in range with the 
gunboats that two shells from the fort directed at them burst very near 
us. Here we bivouacked for the night. 

Soon after sunrise we fell in rear of Blount^s battery (Seventeenth 
Ohio) and advanced within 200 yards of the edge of the woods, and 
formed on the left of the Sixteenth Indiana, facing the enemy^s works. 
I threw out a company of skirmishers to the edge of the woods, who im- 
mediately opened fire on the enemy^s skirmishers and kept it up more 
or less briskly until they were withdrawn, and drawing upon us an 
occasional shot or shell from the enemy’s batteries. 

About noon a written order was brought me that we should advance 
when the Sixteenth Indiana advanced, adapting our movemente to 
theirs. An hour or two afterward Captain Keigwin, aide to General 
Burbridge, ordered me to move the regiment to the left of the siege 
gun, some 200 yards to the rear of our position. I immediately marched 
the regiment to the rear in line of battle toward the designated posi- 
tion, when Lieutenant Whilldin, another aide to General Burbridge, or- 
dered me to resume my former position immediately, which I did. Soon 
after Captain Keigwin renewed the former order to move back, in order 
to uncover the siege battery as it was about to open upon the enemy’s 
works, and to draw in my skirmishers. I immediately complied with 
the order. In a few minutes after the regiment had taken the new posi- 
tion I was ordered to move it to the old position on the left of the Six- 
teenth Indiana, and when that regiment advanced to advance with it. 
I commenced to advance at once, at the same time sending a sergeant 
with orders to the commander of the skirmishers to advance them to 
their former position. Before the captain received the order the regi- 
ment met and passed the skirmishers, who afterward came up and took 
their place in line. The regiment had just resumed the old position 
when the Sixteenth Indiana commenced to advance, and in compliance 
with my orders we advanced with them. In passing out of the woods 
and climbing a fence at its edge our line of battle was somewhat disar- 
ranged. The regiment on our right did not stop to dress their liue, but 
advanced upon a run, shouting. My regiment did the same, advancing 
with it. We were immediately assailed both by the enemy’s infantry 
and artillery, but continued to advance until about 300 yards from the 
woods, when we halted, availing ourselves of whatever protection the 
nature of the ground afforded, and poured in our fire with good effect 
upon the enemy, who were partially protected by piles of brush, clumps 
of trees, and stumps. We had occupied this position but a short time 
when a heavy fire of musketry was poured in upon our right flank. My 
attention was then called to the fact that the troops on our right had 
fallen back. I looked and saw them near the woods, retreating. ‘ We 
were on the extreme left and no other Federal troops were in sight. I 
immediately ordered the regiment to fall back to our old line, where 
the other troops were forming, and reformed upon that line. We were 
then ordered to advance upon the enemy, which we immediately did, 
not halting until we had reached a position in advance'of that we had 
reached b^ore, and never yielding a step, but advancing little by litSe, 
till the enemy surrendered, when we were within poin^blank musket- 
range of the fort. 

About the middle of the action we were re-enforced by the Seventy- 
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seventh Illinois^ a portion of which passed throii|<h onr line taking a 
position a short distance in front of us, when Major L’Hommedieu pro- 
posed to take the colors to the front. Corporal P'^isher, acting as color- 
sergeant, claimed the right to take the colors wherever they ought to 
go. The major then led the color-guard to the front, and the regiment 
advanced and formed upon them. The Seventy-seventh Illinois then 
closed up to our line, and we tbught together till the close of the battle. 

Many of my men had exhausted their su]>ply of ammunition (60 
rounds each) long before the close of the action, au<l supplied them- 
selves, as far as possibV-. from the cartridge-boxes of tLeir killed and 
wounued those whose guns had been rendered unserv- 

iceable. At the time of the surrender there were but few cartridges 
remaining in the regiment. 

Our loss is: Killed, 8; wounded, 80, and missing, 1. A full list 
thereof is inclosed herewith.* 

Among the wounded is Lieutenant Weaver, who was in command of 
Company G, and was dangerously wounded while bravely advancing 
with his company, and Lieutenant Windeler, in command of Company 
C, shot through the arm while standing up to fire a rifle, who after he 
was wounded walked about among the men cheering them on. Corporal 
Fisher, color-bearer, was wounded in the hand, but continued to carry 
the flag until he had planted it, riddled with bullets, upon the Tort. 
Total casualties, 89 out of 420 men in action. 

I desire to acknowledge particularly* the coolness and gallantry of 
Major I/flommedien, and his a^s:srance and example in keeping the 
men steady under a most galling fire, to which they were for the frcst 
time exposed. 

The conduct of officers and men was such as to merit my sincere 
commendation, and, I hope, was equal to the expectations of higher 
officers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. BALDWIN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Oomdg, Eighty-third Ohio YoL Infantry, 

Oapt. A. K. Ejeug-win, 

, Aeeifitmt Adjutant- General, 


Ko. 13. 

Report of OoL Joseph W. Vance, Jlinety-sixth Ohio Infantry, 

Hpqbs. Kinett-sixth Eegkt. Ohio Voe. Infantry, 

In the Meld, before Fort JSindTnan, ArK, January 12, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the Ninety-sixth Ohio Yolwnteer 
Infantry went into the aotion of the 11th instant 244 strong, the regi- 
ment having been thus reduced by sickness and detail. Company B 
(Captain L^nard) and a part of Company G (Captain Kimball) were 
detailed to serve with the Seventeenth Ohio Battery. We took our 
position, as per orders, on the left of the brigade and in the rear of the 
Seventeenth Ohio Battery. While lying in that position the regiment 
suffered much from the enemy^s shells. When ordered to go forward 
the regiment moved eagerly and unflinchingly into the open field, and 
at the time of the surreuder were in the advance and within about 350 

Einboclied in revised statement, p. 716 
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feet of the fort. Although the first battle in which the regiment has 
been engaged, the men and officers behaved with the coolness and firm- 
ness of veterans. 

The casualties were 10 killed and 25 wounded. 

J. W. YAKOB, 
Colonel Commanding, 

Brigadier-General BuRBRinaE. 


Fo. 14. 

Report of Col. Joshua J. Chippy j Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hbqrs. Twenty-thxbb Ebg-t. Wisconsin Vol. Infantry, 
Arkansas Post^ Ark,^ January 12, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this regiment in the battle of the 11 th instant, which resulted in the 
capture oi' To:! Ilindman and the rebel troops stationed in and near it: 

The regiment was placed in reserve on the right of your brigade, but 
soon after the commencement of the battle it was ordered by you to 
take the advance, which it did- The enemy opened heavily upon it 
from, the fort and rifle-pits as soon as our movement was visible to 
him, and as our first line was on ground that furnished but little 
cover I changed our front somewhat, and thereby obtained a better 
position for our intended advance. X then detached Company B, under 
First Lieutenant Duncan ; Company G, under Second Lieutenant Dun- 
ham, and CompaTiy K, under First Lieutenant Fletcher, to take and 
hold several buildings in front of our left. 

At this time the Sixtieth Indiana, Colonel Owen, formed on our left, 
and the whole line, using all the cover furnished by the ground and 
maintaining a heavy fire, advanced slowly but steadily toward the 
works of the enemy, and step by step drove back his men toward their 
fortifications. The companies detached for that purpose, aided by a 
})ortion of the Sixtieth Indiana, took the buildings on our left, advanced 
beyond them, and kept up a steady fire on the enemy. Our line con- 
tinued to move forward till the rebel troops in our front were driven 
inside their works. After this was done our fire was principally di- 
rected to the men serving the enemy’s guns on the walls of* his fbri'ifica- 
tions, and was- continued with vigor and effect till the FTineteenth Ken- 
tucky relieved us in order that we might obtain more ammunition. 

You afterward put us in position to take part in storming the fort, but 
the white flag was raised on it before we moved forwaid. 

During a large portion of the‘ time the regiment was under fire you 
were so situated that you could observe its- bearing, and it is therefore 
unnecessary for me to say anything about it. All of the officers who 
were present during the entire engagement behaved with marked gal- 
lantry and good judgment, and if I named one I should name all. 

Casualties: Killed, 4 5 wounded, 33. Total, 37. * 

The regiment took into action 21 commissioned officers and 492 men. 

Yeiy respectf*ully,your obedient servant, 

J. J. GUPPBY, 

Colonel^ Comdg, Twenty-third Wisoonsin Volunteer Infantry, 

Brigadier-General Btjbbridg-b, 

Commanding Mrst Brigade^ Mrst Division, 

* Put see ieyi8e4 statement, p. 7X6* 
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Beport of GoL William J. Landrum^ Nineteenth K&mtachy Infantry^ com- 
manding Recond Brigade, 

HEA3DQUABTERS SECOND BbIOADE, PiBST DIVISION, 

First Army Corps, Army of the Mississippi, 

In the Fields near Post Arhcmsas^ Ark,^ January 12, isfe. 

Sir : In compliance with the request of the division commander I 
respectfully submit the following report as to the operations of the 
Second Brigade in the engagement ar Post Arkansas on the 11th in- 
stant: 

The brigade, consisting of the Nineteenth Kentucky, Forty-eighth 
Ohio. Seventy-seventh, Ninety-seventh, One hundred and eighth, and 
One liundrefl and thirty -first Illinois Yolunteers, disembarked on the 
morning of the 10th instant, the men resting upon their arms in line 
until noon of the 11th instant, the right occupying a small open space 
about 'h’ oe . < of a mile from the river, the left resting near the 

road i with the Arkansas Eiver. 

The One hundred and thirty-first Illinois Yolunteers (Col. G. W. 
Neeley), Lient. Col. R. A. Peter in command (the colonel being confined 
to the boat by illness), was detailed to repair the road to our rear at 
the instance of the commandant of the division, which prevented the 
regiment from participating in the engagement. The otlicers and men, 
anxious to act with the brigade, nevertheless obeyed the order 
promptly and deserve praise for the manner in which they executed 
their work. 

The Nineteenth Kentucky and the Ninety-seventh Illinois having 
been posted upon the left of the First Brigade, and the Seventy-seventh 
and One hundred and eighth Illinois forming a line in rear of the first 
line, and the Forty-eiglitii Ohio constituting a second reserve, it was 
ascertained that the First Brigade would, after moving a short dis- 
tiince to the front, occupy nearly the whole ground between the river 
and the troop? on our right. In obedience to the orders of the general 
(*()!•'.»!. t lie di vision I deployed the brigade on the Nineteenth Ken- 
tucky, in the rear of the First Brigade, so as to constitute a reserve for 
General Burbridge, who was ordered to advance. 

In line the regiments stood thus: First and right. Forty-eighth Ohio, 
Lieut. Col. J. R. Parker commanding. Second, Seventy-seventh Illi- 
nois, Col. B. P. Grier ; One hundred and eightli Illinois, Col. John 
Warner; Nineteenth Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John Cowan commanding. 
Fifth and left, Ninety-seventh Illinois, Col. F. S. Rutherford. 

I was then directed to conform my movements to those of General 
Burbridge, so as to support him if necessary, in an assault upon the 
enemy ^s works at Post Arkansas, with orders ‘^not to suffer a repul^.’^ 
Our tooops were put in motion about 1.30 o’clock under a galling fire 
of infantry and artillery from the fort and rifle-pits. 

About 2.30 o’clock 1 was informed that a portion of the First Brigade 
needed an immediate support, and ordere(i the Nineteenth Kentucky 
and Ninety-seventh Illinois to bear to the right and furnish such sup- 
port as General Burbridge might require, which order was promptly 
obeyed. 

At a later hour it became manifest that it was necessary to put the 
whole brig^e jinto action, and accordingly I ordered my command to 
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advance directly upon tli^ enemy’s works, which was done by every 
regiinent with a cheer and at donb!o-c':iir*k. The firing? was heavy and 
contiiuions as the enemy’s sharpshooters were driven from the front into 
the ride-pits near the fort, from which his artillery was playing upon 
oiir lines. 

The engagement lasted near two hours at this point, all the men 
having advanced to within 200 yards of their lines. After a gallant de- 
fense of four hours the enemy hoisted the white flag from their w^orks 
in our front as a signal for a surrender 5 upon seeing which I ordered 
my men to cease tiring, and the whole brigade entered the fort with the 
banners of our country floating in triumph. 

It is +0 be able to bear testimony to the uniform good con- 

duct of i.: ‘ be uiiicers and men. They advanced steadily, behaved with 
great .coolness after getting under fire, and fired with good effect. 1 am 
satisfied that no regiment of the brigade lost any ground at any period 
of tlie cngaaemeiit. 

Of the Nineteenth Kentucky I take pleasure in saying that the fire 
of the regiment was so remarkably well aimed as to keep the enemy in 
their front almost constantly below the tops of their rifle-pits, i)reveut- 
ing them from firing their small-arms with any accuracy or working 
their artillery. Lieutenant-Colonel Cowan, the regiment, 

behaved with great coolness and courage, / d !* d I'.s men in such a 
manner as to reflect honor upon himself and the State he represents. 

The Forty-eighth Ohio fully maintained the dis-ing.'jM^-d reputation 
it won at Sliiloh. Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, wld e gr ilani ly leading his 
men, was wounded in the arm, but after stopping and having his wound 
dressed he returned to his regiment and remained with it to the close 
of the tight. Oapt. S. G. W. JVterson, of Company K, took charge of 
the regiment temporarily and acted with great bravery as well as skill 
in the management of the men. 

The conduct of the One hundred and eighth Illinois was without ex- 
ception highly commendable, and Colonel Warner and all the officers 
and men exhibited at all times an un Wcivoi ir.g determination to do their 
duty. They obeyed every order promptly and went to the front with 
animation and true courage. 

Colonel Grier led the Seventy-seventh Illinois in the most gallant 
style. The cool and determined bravery of this fine regiment deserves 
the highest commendation, and I can truly say that the officers and 
men proved themselves worthy of the renown of the chivalrous State of 
Illinois. 

The Ninety-seventh Illinois, under Colonel Entherford, was prompt 
in the discharge of duty and fought with determination and courage. 
It is with pride that I can speak of the conduct of this as well as all 
the regiments of my command. 

To Lieut. Hussey, of the Forty-eighth Ohio. <iido di* en:iip. and 

Charles C. Tracy, of the Seventy-seventh Illinois, tCMpoiv.rily ;i<jting 
assistant adjutant-general, I am indebted for the most valuable assist- 
ance in conveying orders to all parts of the field, constantly exposed to 
the fire of the enemy. Surg. James B. Sparks was attentive to the 
wounded and Quartermaster G. H. McKinney was prompt in the dis- 
charge of his duties. 

It is proper to remark that as the forces of the First and Second Bri- 
gades were necessarily compelled to act in concert I had frequent con- 
snltations with Genei^ Burbridge, whose gallantry was conspicuous at 
all times during the en^gement. 

A section of the Chicago Mercatntile Battery, Captain Cooley com- 
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inaiidiiig, acted w itb the brigade and was conspicuous for the rapidity 
as well as the execution of its lire. 

The loss of the brigade was comparatively small, the killed and 
\vonnded reaching only So, A list of the casualties accompanies this 
report.* 

Veiy respectfully, yours, &c., 

W. J. LA^TDEAM, 
Colonel^ ComTiiandmg Brigade. 

Lieut. J. Hotran, ^ 

Actmg Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Division. 


1 ^ 0 . 16 . 

E^ort of Ool. David P. Grier^ Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Seventy-seventh Eeot. III. Vol. Infantry, 

Fort Hindman^ Fast Arkansas^ Ark.^ January 12, 1863. 

Colonel: In obedience to orders received from you 1 herewith trans- 
mit a statement of the part taken by my command in the action yester- 
day before this fort : 

Agreeably to yonr orders I formed my regiment 300 yards in rear of 
the left of General Burbridge’s brigade for the purpose of support and 
if necessary to bring it into the general engagement. After the main 
advance was made by General Burbridge 1 advanced my regiment 
within 100 yards of his left in order the more easily to support ]::m. I 
had been in this position bat a short time when the firing ix^eaiue so 
fierce that I thought best to advance and engage the enemy. 1 imme- 
diately advanced my line up to the Eighty-third Ohio, and passing one 
wing of that regiment was soon hotly engaged. We slowly advanced 
upon the enemy’s works until within a very short distance of their forti- 
fications and were received with a galling fire. We were thus engaged 
when the token of surrender was hoisted, and I immediately ordered 
the firing to cease and marched into the camps on double-quick. 

All the officers and men under my command without exception be- 
haved nobly. Xot a man left his post until carried to the rear wounded. 
A great many deserve si)ecial mention for their bravery, but to specify 
all who are thus deserving would be impossible in this brief report 
Oapt. Bobert Irwin, of Company B, received two very severe wounds 
while bravely leading his company forward, and I sincerely hope that 
so brave and gallant an officer may recover and thereby be restored to 
his command. 

We suffered quite severely, having 6 killed on the field and 39 
wounded, some of them very badly. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. P. GEIEK, 

Oolonelj Commanding Regiment 

Col. W. J. Landram, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ First Division,, 

Thirteenth Army Corps^ Army of the Mississippi. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 716. 
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Report of CoL Friend S* Rutherford^ Finety-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. Ninety- seventh Eegiment Illinois Vols., 
Arkansas Post, Ark.^ January 12, 1863. 

Deae Sir: I liave the honor to make the following report of the 
conduct of the regiment under my command during the recent battle 
and conquest of Arkansas Post : 

At 1 p. m. Saturday, the 10th instant, I received your order to dis- 
embark my command'and to be ready for marching, which was done in 
time to take its position in the brigade- At about sundown of that 
evening my U‘g'* ■ with the brigade, took up the line of march for 
the swamps, ana reached its point of destination near the center of the 
left wing of the forces about to attack the fortifications, where we re- 
ceived orders to lie upon our arms for the night. 

At about 9 o’clock on the morning of the 11th, by your order, my 
regiment was placed in front, on the extreme left, where it remained 
until about 3 p. m., when I was ordered to move by the right flank to 
support the First Brigade ; we were halted on the extreme left, but to 
the rear of the First Brigade, in the edge of tbe timber and on a rise of 
ground, where my men were exposed to shell and rifle-shot of the enemy j 
but cautioning my men to he aown we met with no casualties at this 
point. 

After remaining at this point for about twenty minutes we, together 
with the Nineteenth Kentucky, were ordered to advance to the front. 
Having advanced about 50 yards, I received orders from General Bur- 
bridge in person to move by the right flank to support him iii his as- 
sault upon the enemy’s works. Still keeping on the left of the Nine- 
teenth Kentucky, we moved to immediately in the rear of General 
Burbridge’s brigade, which was then in close conflict with the enemy. 
My command was halted so that four companies on my left were ex- 
posed to the fire of the enemy constantly. Baring all these movements 
we were exposed to the fire of the enemy, yet up to this time met with 
no accident. It was while in this position that I received an order from 
you by your aide-de-camp to act at my discretion. I immediately or- 
dered six companies of my left to juh.aLoeobli jiiclyto the left and take 
I)ossession of some old houses and sheds, and assail the enemy at that 
point iind to relieve some skirmishers there. Lieutenant-Colonel Mar- 
tin was given the command and most faithfully was it executed. 

Afterward seeing that some skirmishers in the field on the left of the 
house were suffering from a galling fire, many being carried off wounded, 
I deemed it time to take my other four companies and go lo their as- 
sistance. I am glad to say that my men showed no hesitation in taking 
their places r, curing a vigorous fixe into the enemy’s intrenchments. 
My men !C:i:;::r.c<l hi position until informed that a battery was 
to open upon the enemy from our rear. When I found the battery well 
at work I uiihdrew my regiment and commenced a flank movement to 
the left, still advancing. When my regiment had reached within about 
100 yards of the river bank I ordered the men to fix bayonets and 
charge upon the enemy’s works. With a double-quick and a shout of 
triumph my men advanced in good order about 50 yards, when I heard 
the command given to cease firing. My men, now hilarious with joy, 
rushed inside the enemy’s fortifications and planted the flag of the 
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^Nmety-seventli Eegiment on their ramparts. As a matter of pride, and 
in justice to my command, I claim the honor of being the first legiinent 
as a regiment inside of the enemy’s fort-. 

In speaking of the conduct of my officers and men I have nothing to 
say but in praise of those who were present. If any failed or faltered 
the instances were so few as not to be noticeable by me. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Martin in this action, as in the recent battle before 
Vicksburg, has shown himself to be a brave, daring, and prudent officer. 

Adjutant Vifquain, in the absence of Major Horton, whose services 
were valueless and therefore not wanted upon the field, acted as major, 
and rendered me great assistance. His conduct was noble and he de- 
serves promotion. 

First Lieut. It. H. Wood, of Company A, in the absence of Captain 
Willard, did valuable service. At one time during the early part of the 
engagement he approached to within 200 yards of the enemy’s works, 
near the river, and endeavored to pick the gunners off of a battery 
firing upon our forces, and remained there until ordered. 

Captain Buchanan, of Company B ; Lieut. P. H. Pentzer, in command 
of Company C; Second Lieut. H. S. Titus, in command of Company D ; 
Captain Denman, of Company E ; First Lieut. George W. Bolt, in com- 
mand of Company F; Capt. John Trible, of Company G; First Lieut. 
James M. Ervm, in command of Company H 5 Captain Achenbach, of 
Company I, and Capt. B. F. Slaten, of Company K, all rendered effi- 
cient service and deserve favorable mention. I should also mention 
favorably Screreant Armstrong, acting lieutenant of Company B ; First 
Lieutenant Harding, of Company Ej Second Lieutenant Eay, of Com- 
pany F; First Lieut. James W. Davis, of Company G, who, after Cap- 
tain Trible was disabled, took command of the company and did well; 
First Lieutenant Howard and Second Lieutenant Campbell, of Com- 
pany L 

Lieut. O. M. Smith, assistant surgeon, deserves much credit for his 
fidelity and constant presence with the regiment, and assistance ren- 
dered to the wounded. Surg. Samuel Willard and First Asst. Surg. 
Charles Davis were on duty elsewhere and not under my observation. 

I take grof.t pleasure in also speaking of Sergt. Maj. Levi Davis. He 
was constiintly at his post during the action, and discharged his duty 
bravely and prudently. 

This regiment was under the enemy’s fire for two hours and a half, 
and it is remarkable that the loss in killed was 1 only and 4 wounded. 

Captain Trible fell, with a wound in the leg (not dangerous), while 
leading his company to the left for the purpose of making the charge 
before spoken of. Corpl. Samuel Matthews, of Company G, was shot 
in the head and killed. Allen Joseph, of Company B, was wounded in 
the lower jaw; jaw broken, but not dangerous. James C. Lamar, pri- 
vate of Company B, received a flesh wound in the left leg, below^the 
knee, and Henry C. Bond, p/ivate of Company 0, received a slight 
wound in the right hand. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. S. EUTHEEFOBD, 

OoUmeLf Oomdg, Ninety-seventh Regiment lUimis Voh. 

CoL W. J. Landbam, 

Oomdg. 2d Brig^ Ut IHv.j Bight Wing^ Army of the Miss. 
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Report of Col, John yfwmer^ One hundred and eighth Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqrs. 108th Eegiment Illinois Yolunteers, 

In the Meld^ Arhansas Fost^ Arh,^ January 12, 18(53. 

Sir : It becomes my duty to report to you the conduct of my com- 
mand in the engagement yesterday: 

Before the general engagement took place I was ordered to hold my 
regiment in readiness to support the NTinety-seventh Illinois, then in my 
front, which was promptly done, and I remained, awaiting orders to ad- 
vance, when orders came to me to immediately take position on the right 
of the Mneteenth Kentucky, to support the First Brigade, then engag- 
ing the enemy. I succeed^ in gaining my position in a short time, in 
doing which my regiment was exposed to a severe fire of shell from the 
enemy. From that position my regiment advanced in line of battle 
through the open field under the fire of the enemy^s musketry, and took 
position close in the rear of the First Brigade, where it remained, await- 
ing orders to advance, when the enemy surrendered, and mine, with 
other commands, madd its way quickly within the enemy^s works. 

I am highly gratified to be able to report to you the exceeding good 
conduct of my men during the entire engagement — ^ready to obey every 
order and eager for the command to advance. I am also much pleased 
to add, and it is due to my officers, both field and line, to say that their 
conduct was, without exception, highly commendable, cool, determined, 
and unwavering, and all of them sustained their position with great 
credit to themselves. For the casualties of my command you are re- 
ferred to my previous report, of this date.* 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN WAEKER, 

Colonel^ Oomdg, One hu/nd/red and eighth Illinois Vols, 

W. J. Landram, 

Colonel^ Oomag, Second Brigade^ First Division^ 

First Army Corps, Army of the Mississippi. 


. Ko. 19. 

Report of Ideut, Col, John Cowan, Nineteenth Kentucky Infantry, 

The Nineteenth Kentucky Regiment was ordered up to relieve the 
Twenty-third Wisconsin, the right of General Burbridge’s brigade, and 
taking the position occupied by the latter, 250 to 300 yards in front of 
the enemy^s rifle-pits and a few pieces of artillery posted just in rear of 
the rifle-pits, kept up for about one to one and a half hours a remarka- 
bly wdl-aimed fire upon the tops of the enemy^s works — so much so as 
to keep them almost constantty below them, preventing their fixing 
their small-arms with any accuracy or working their artillery. They 
w^e consequentiy but little exposed to the enemy’s fire, except while 
shifting our position under orders. Their casualties were 9 wounded, 
several seriously, but not supposed to be fatally so. The r^ment re- 
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mained in this position tUl the engagement ceased. There are no spe- 
cial instances entitling any to special notice more than others, all acting 
with commendable coolness and courage. 

JNO. COWAl^, 

Lientenant-Colonel^ Commamlmg I^inetemth Kentucky. 
Colonel Lanbram. 


3 ^ 0 . 20 . 

Report of Brig. Qen. Peter J. Osterhaus^ U. 8. Army^ commanding Second 

Division. 

Hbqrs. Second BmsioN, Thirteenth Army Corps, 
Arkansas Postj Ark.^ January 14, 18^. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part which ray eominand 
took in the attack and storming of the fortifications at this ifiace : 

The Second Division consists of the following troops : The First Bri- 
gade, Colonel Sheldon commanding — Sixty-ninth Indiana Infantry, One 
hundred and eighteenth Illinois Infantry, and One hundred and twen- 
tieth Ohio Infantry. The Second Brigade, Colonel Lindsey command- 
ing — Third Kentucky Infantry, Forty-ninth Indiana Infantry, and One 
hundred and fourteenth Ohio Infantry. The Third Brigade, Colonel 
De Courcy commanding — Sixteenth Ohio Infantry, Twer.ty-seco’ d Ki-rj- 
tucky Infantry, Forly-'^econd O’lio Infantry, and 5'i'l\-;on::h 1: dir.na 
Infantry. Artillery : The First Wisconsin Battery. Cn f a • 1 . 1 ■ er, tour 
20-pounder Parrotts; Seventh Michigan Battery, Captain Lanphere, one 
30-pounder Parrott and two 10-pounder Eodman guns. 

On January 8, when opposite the mouth of White River, the plan 
of attack was issued Irom Major-General McClernand’s headquarters, 
according to which the whole army was to proceed right in front. This 
formation brought my division in the rear of the whole column. 

At noon, January 9, the signal was given for our army corps to cast 
loose, and led by the fiag-boat of the Thirteenth Army Corps, Empress, 
we steamed up White River and through the so-called ‘‘cut-ofi" into 
the Arkansas River. 

At about 6 p. m. we arrived at Fletcher^s Landing, a plantation situ- 
ated on a large bend on the southern bank of the Arkansas and 7 miles 
below the fo^ According to the programme mentioned above this 
point was selected to land a force, for the purpose of throwing them 
across Hie bend to a point above the fort, where the river could be 
thoroughly commanded and all the re-enforcements for the enemy held 
at a distance. The Second Brigade, Colonel Lindsey commanding, was 
selected for this most important duty. He landed his troops at once, 
together with one section of Captain Cooley’s Chicago Mercantile Bat- 
tery, and Captain Kirkbride’s company of Third Illinois Cavalry, who 
were assigned to the command for the purposes of this detour. 

Information received from a colored man at this plantation gave us 
intelligence that a road led from that place to the plantation of a Mrs. 
Smith, offering all that the exj^ition desired. Smith’s farm was said 
to be 3 miles from Fletcher’s juace and 2 miles above the fort. From 
the same source we learned that rebel cavalry was almost daily seen in 
the neighborhood and on their place. 

My instructions to Colonel Lindsey under these circumstances were 
to form his command very early in tiie morning and proceed with all 
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precautionary measures to Smith’s place, pushing his cavalry ahead, 
followed by a force of infantry, deployed a chevalj on the road as skir- 
mishers* In case the pickets were still there the cavalry was ordered 
to make a bold dash on them, in order to feel the strength of the rebel 
forces there. The gross of his command, with the section of artillery, 
was to follow the skirmishers. For the very excellent execution of 
these orders I beg leave to refer to the inclosed reports of Colonel 
Lindsey and Lieutenant Wilson. 

On the morning of the 10th the transports carrying the First and 
Third Brigades left, guided by the Empress, for a place called Mudlin’s, 
or Old Court-House, about 3 miles below Arkansas Post. The neces- 
sary arrangements for cooking, and disembarking the troops having 
been made, the landing commenced at 2 p. m., and by 3 o’clock we took 
up the march for the enemy’s works, following in rear of the First Di- 
vision. By ordei of Brigadier-General Morgan the Sixteenth Eegiment 
Ohio Infantry was left as guard near the trarspr, rts. 

After a very short march I found all the roads crowded with parts of 
different commands ; and my orders being to keep in rear of everybody, 
and night approaching fast, I gave the order to prepare for bivouac in 
an open field, whence the river and all the roads in front and on our 
right could be completely commanded. Before goinginto bivouac Cap- 
tain Cooley's light battery (four pieces), of General Smith’s division, 
reported to me for duty, and another order from General Morgan de- 
tached one section of Foster’s battery to re-enforce Colons i husdsc^w 
They were carried on the steamer Post Boy to Fletcher’s Landing. The 
night passed without disturbance, the bombardment of the fort by the 
gunboats having no influence on our movements. 

January 11, sunrise, found the roads in front of me clear^ and I marched 
my command forward until wereached the enemy’s fir'<t :iflc!-pits. Then, 
by direction of Brigadier-General Morgan, I left Colonel Dc Ooiirey, 
with the rest of the Third Brigade, as reserve, as well as to support us 
in case of emergency and to protect our right against any possible at- 
tack by the enemy in that direction. The three pieces in charge of 
Captain Lanphere remained with Colonel De Oourcy. I refer to the 
inclosed report of this of&cer. 

My command was, by the above details, reduced to the First Brigade, 
Colonel Sheldon, and one section of 20-pounder Parrott guns, under 
command of First Lieutenant Webster, and two sectionl^ of the Chicago 
Mercantile Battery, 6-pounder field pieces, commanded, by Captain 
Cooley. I kept closed on General Smith’s division until we came in 
sight of the fort. The ground here was exceedingly heavy, and it re- 
quired extraordinary efforts on the part of the artillerists to bring their 
pieces through the swamp. 

My orders being to form the extreme left wing of the investing troops, 
leaning with my left on the river and with my right on the left of General 
Smith’s division, I improved the delay caused by the passage of the 
artillery through the swamps by making a thorough reconnaissance of 
the field to which my action would be limited. 

After a good deal of labor my command were, at 10 o’clock, in the 
positions 1 assigned to them. One of the four bastions and the lower 
casemate were directly in my front j tlje distance was about 800 yards, 
and I therefore included to place ttie 20-ponnder Parrott guns in bat- 
tery, not expecting any great effect from Captain Cooley’s 6-poimder 
smooth-bores, which latter I therefore held in reserve. 

The Sixty-ninth Indiana Infantry and One hundred and twentieth 
Ohio Infantry deployed in line of battle, and the One hundred and 
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eij»liteeiith Blinois Infantry in double column in second line, formed 
in connection with General Smithes division, supporting my artillery. 
My immediate front was secured by a strong line of skiriiiishers from 
the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Infantry. Some fallen timber 
and a quantity of brush-work, collected by my directions, completely 
concealed the battery of 20-pounder Parrott guns from the 1 

ordered Lieutenant Webster, in charge of the Parrott guns, to open fire 
against the two faces of the bastion and against the casemate, which 
appeared to be very strong, being covered with railroad iron. 

The si^al for attack (one shot from the advancing gunboat fleet) was 
given a little after noon, and Lieutenant Webster immediately opened 
fire. The effect of the 20-pounder Parrott guns (I saw them in action 
for the first time) was splendid. They enfiladed the two faces of the 
bastion completely, and a great many shot struck the embrasure of the 
casemate as well as the iron-covered roofy every round being exceed- 
ingly destructive. The 64-pounder gun in the casemate was soon 
silenced, as well as a lighter gun on the curtain. Another piece, a 
64-pounder, mounted en barbette on the river front of the fort, appeared 
to be very troublesome to the gunboat fleet, and beyond their range, or, 
rather, elevation. I therefore ordered Lieutenant Webster to direct the 
fire of one of l‘is against the barbette gun. After six shots the 

piece was <1 a .a the enemy^s artillerists, who were exposed to the 
severe fixe of the entire gunboat fleet, deserted the rampart. 

This cannonade lasted fuUy two hours, during the whole of which 
time I was near Lieutenant Webster’s section of artillery, my presence 
not being necessary at any other place, and I consider it my duty to 
state that I never saw a better officer or better men serving artillery. 
Gool, deliberate, and intrepid, they sent their deadly shot against the 
enemy’s stronghold, their commander controlling every round and its 
effect, the men quietly obeying his orders without the very superflous 
huzzaing and yelling, which is incompatible with the dignity of the 
arm of artillery. I heartily congratulate Lieutenant Webster and his 
men on their great success. The reduction of the lower casemate and 
the silencing of three or four formidable guns are their exclusive merit. 

By 2 o’clock I considered it practicable to move my infan^ forward 
and also bring the battery of Captain Cooley, who was impatiently wait- 
ing for his share of the strife, into action. The necessary orders were 
promptly ex^uted; the battery of Captain Cooley was placed in posi- 
tion betund the crest of an eminence, within 200 yards of the enemy’s 
rifle-pits, connected with the bastion in my front ; the One hundred and 
eighteenth Illinois Infantry deployed in line of battle on the right and 
the One hundred and twentieth Ohio Infantry in double column on 
the left of the battery, both with skirmishers thrown outj the Sixty- 
ninth Indiana was kept as a reserve. Both artillery and infantry were 
under a galling fire of the enemy’s musketry. Captain Cooley opened 
on them with great effect, cleaning the rifle-pits in his front out entfrely j 
so much so that after a very short period, and after shifting one section 
of the battery a little to the left, in order to enfilade the enemy’s works 
more completely, I could order the One hundred and twentieth Ohio In- 
fantry to charge. They went on gallantly to the very ditch of the fort, 
but unfortunately the ditch opens here into a very deep gully, making 
a crossing impossible. To march by the right flank would have been 
too hazardons as yet, and I had to leave these gallant men for the 
present on the threshold of the fort. The artill^ kept playing on the 
works j one gun alter another of the enemy ceaj^ firing; even their 
musketry became more feeble, while our fire-line was closmg on them 
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For the very successful part taken bj Colonel Lindsey and the de- 
tachments of artillery, in reducing the fort and enfilading the enemy’s 
rifle-pits from their position on the other side of the rirer, I refer to 
their respective : er^orts which I inclose. 

Toward 4 :’“c fire from the fort ceased completely, and the 

white flag took the place of the symbol of rebellion. With deafening 
cheers the brave column ran upon their prey. The One hundred and 
twentieth Ohio and One hundred and eighteenth Illinois were among 
the first regiments which were in the fort. If not the first they were 
the nearest on hand. • 

I refer you to the report of Colonel Sheldon, commanding the First 
Brigade, which I inclose, as well as the reports of the diflerent command- 
ers of batteries engaged. 

The victory was complete j the casualties are very light in my com- 
mand, as you will see by the inclosed nominal return.^*^ 

In closing my report I must again mention the excellent services of 
Lieutenant Webster, of Foster’s First Wisconsin Battery, and those of 
Captain Cooley’s Chicago Mercantile Battery. Notwithstanding the 
latter were for the first time under fire, I must commend them for their 
courage ; they fought like veterans. Also to the eommr.uding officers 
of the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois and On<‘ hundred and twen- 
tieth Ohio Infantry I feel under many obligations for the bravery and 
promptness with which they carried out my orders. 

The only remark I have to make is that a great deal of the small- 
anns ammunition is deficient, the powder charge being too weak, and 
I beg leave to draw the attention of my superior officers to this very im- 
portant fact. 


I am, captain, very respectfully, 


OSTEEHAU8, 


Brigadier- General U, S. Volunteers^ Commanding 


iSecond Division^ Thirteenth Army Corps, 


Oapt. E. D/ Saunders, 

Aetg, Asst. Ad^t. Gen., Sdgrs. Thirteenth Army Corps. 


No. 21. 

Eeport of Copt Jacob T. Foster, First Wisconsin Battery. 

Hb-U)quarters First Wisconsin Battery, 

Steamer Empress, January 12, 1863. 

Bear Sir : Following please find a brief narrative of the movements 
of my battery before Arkansas Post: 

We disembarked from the Empress on the morning of the 10th instant 
and awaited, patiently, orders. In the afternoon we received orders from 
General Osterhaua to move forward up the left bank of the Arkansas 
^Eiver. We moved up the river about 3 miles, when I was ordered to 
send one section to Colonel Lindsey, commanding the Second Brigade 
of General Osterhaus’ division. The left section of my batteiy was sent, 
under command of Lieutenant Haekett. The last order was receivecl 
verbally at 5 p. m. Narrative of their movements will follow in order. 


Embodied iu revised statement, p. 717. 
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The right section, in command of Lieutenant Webster, moved forward 
a short distance and bivouacked for the night. 

On the morning of the 11th the rli.].* moved on to within 1,000 

yards of the fort and opened lire about 12 m. upon the right casemated 
gun of the enemy- This gun after a short time ceased firing, which 
was evidence that it was silenced ; whether done by the gunboats or us 
is but little matter 5 it was done. The attention of this section was 
then called to a heavy 8-iuch gun, mounted en harhette, and after firing 
several times it was also disabled and rendered useless, the muzzle being 
shot ofi*. This work we claim to have done : First, that no other guns 
were firing at this time upon it ; second, that the indentation and break- 
ing show plainly that the shot proceeded from the same caliber as our 
20-poimder shell found in it. The unmistakable evidence of the holes 
through boards being found where the shell had gone through sidewise 
just fitting our sized shell, and the distance from whence they came, 
gave proof conclusive that our eftbrts to do our enemy great injury 
were not unavailing, and to us the satisfaction that the enemy to our 
beloved country bled in a cause as unjust and shameful as is ours right 
and glorious. 

As before mentioned, the left section, ordered to report to Colonel 
Lindsey, was placed on board the Post Boy and went 8 miles down the 
river to Fletcher’s Landing, where we disembarked at 10.30 p. m. and 
marc'*c;l throng"' th.e woods and over a terribly muddy road, arriving 
at (’olsr.cl r.i'uNfv's camp at midnight. This point is about 2 miles 
above the fort and obscured firom view by a bend in the river. 

Here we bivouacked for the remainder of the night, and in the morn- 
ing placed our guns in an epauVmont, which had been thrown up during 
the night for this section of my battery. We remained here until 2 
p. m. the of 11th, when, to our surprise and great joy, we saw one of the 
gunboat^ p.T's‘r-j' t"— ■ fort. Three of the gunboats soon followed, the 
1::^* iN-i'ig ; 1 , :!,■ ^ - Z;! of the fleet, which landed below ns on the same 
side of the river. An officer from the boat came rapidly to us on foot, 
saying, ‘^Now is your time to do something. Where is the officer in 
command?” I directed him to Colonel Lindsey, then present. After 
a moment’s conversation with the officer Colonel Lindsey gave me per- 
mission to move dow3i the river opposite the fort, or nearly so, and or- 
dered me to open upon the enemy where we could be the most eifective. 
This we found to be a position enfilading the enemy’s rifle-pits to the 
left of the fort; that is, the enemy’s left. We then fired upon them 
with fuse-shell, and to my greaTfc satisfaction all exploded, causing great 
commotion among the enemy’s tro<xps in the rifle-pits. 1 feared the time 
of the fuse was too short, but it seemed to cause such destruction that 
we continued to use the same length fuse and with great effect. Every 
shell burst and just at the right point. As a proof more positive of the 
destruction we had caused, I immediately after the surrender hurried 
to the ground upon which we had been firing and found 10 mutilated 
bodies of men who had been killed by exploding shell, and numerous 
pieces of 20-pounder Parrott shell, some of which I now have in my 
possession. 

While we were firing we saw the rebel flag fall at this point, and the 
body of a rebel soldier was found blown over the epaulemjcnt, the flag 
lying down not 20 feet distant. We had fired about twenty minutes 
into this place, when, with indescribable pleasure, we saw the white 
flag first at the point we had been firing upon. Li a few minutes we 
saw the flag for which we are ready to waste our last drop of blood 
proudly waving over the rebel Post Arhwses» 
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Bcl:e\i7igr :n our ultimate success in quelling this rebellion, and hoping 
vicr <:•>• in all our engagements witi: our rebellions foe, I am, cap- 
tain, very respectfully, yours, 

’ JACOB T. FOSTBE, 

Captain, First Wisconsin Battery. 

Capt. W. A. Gordon, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ko. 22. 


Report of Col. Lionel A. 81ieldx>n, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding 

First Brigade, 


Hdqrs, First Brio., Second Div., 13th Army Corps, 

January 13, 1863. 


Sir : The part taken by my brigade in the reduction of Post Arkan- 
sas is as follows : 

On the 10th instant the brigade debarked and moved up the river to 
the open field about 2 miles from the fort and there remained for the 
night At sunrise it moved forward and took up position in support of 
the batteries attached to the division, the left of the brigade resting on 
.the river bank and the right forming on the left of the First Diviision. 

At 10 a. m. two companies of the Sixty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, 
Colonel Bennett, were advanced as skirmishers and participated in the 
fighting during the day. 

At 1 p. m. the One hundred and twentieth Ohio was ordered forward 
in sup])ort of a battery, and very soon thereafter advanced to the left of 
the battery, its left resting upon the river bank. 

At 3 p. m. the regiment was ordered forward to the enemy^s works. 
Accordingly it was formed in column, doubled on the center, and moved 
forward at a double-quick in very fine order, under the lead of the in- 
trepid Colonel French, until they encountered the ditch outside of the 
enemy’s works and at the same time encountered a* heavy fire from the 
rifle-pits. Although being considerably in advance of any other troops 
the regiment deployed as far as it could in the space allowed and very 
gallantly maintained its ground without disorder or flinching until the 
firing ceased, and was the first to plant its colors on the CTierny’s works. 
The One hundred and eighteenth Illinois, Colonel Fonda, was advanced 
on the right of the battery and participated to some extent in the in- 
fantry fighting. 

The officers and troops under my command, as far as I was able to 
discover, behaved with becoming skill and courage. 

A nominal list of the killed and wounded I herewith transmit, with 
designation of company, &c.* 

Very truly, 


Capt. W. A. Gordon, 

A^temt Adjutcmt-GeneraiL 


L. A. SHELDON, 
Colonel,, Oommwndmg First Brigade. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 717. 
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]fo. 23. 

S^eport of OoL Daniel W. Lindsey^ Tivcufy-second Kentucky Infantry^ com- 
manding Second Brigade. 

Headquarters Sbooistd Brioade, Second Division, 

First Army Corps, Army op the Mississippi, 
Arkansas Post^ ArJe., January 12, 18(>3. 

Sir : I have the honor, through you, to submit the following report 
of the part taken by my brigade in the late expedition of the Army of 
the Mississipin, resulting in the taking of Post Arkansas and the cap- 
ture of the entire Confederate forces at that pcir.'^ : 

In obedience to Special Orders, l^o. 5, :':‘r.:ii"lieaf!.';T:rir:er.N First Army 
Corps, dated the 8th instant, I, on the morning of the 10th, landed my 
command at Fletcher’s Landing, on the west bank of the Arkansas 
River, and with Captain Kirkbride’s company of the [Third] Regiment 
Illinois Cavalry and Lieut. F. C. Wilson with one section of the Chi- 
cago Mercantile Battery who had reported to me for orders, I moved 
in the direction of Mrs. Smith’s plantation, situated on the Arkansas 
River about miles above the fort. The cavalry, supported by a 
strong infantry reserve, deployed to the front as skirmishers, and one 
company of infantry on each flank as flankers. 

On emerging from the woods near Mrs. Smith’s the cavalry pickets of 
the enemy were seen and promptly driven in by Captain Kirkbride, who 
pursued them as far as I thought it prudent. Captain Kirkbride having 
received orders from me to move rapidly forward and to surround Mrs. 
Smith’s house so as to allow no one to escape, did so, and thereby cap- 
tured two of the enemy and one six-mule team loaded with provisions. 

We afterward found on the plantation several beeves killed and 
dressed, part of which I issued to the cavalry and artillery, they being 
without rations, and sent the balance on board the transports. I im- 
mediately took up position commanding the river both up and down 
the stream, and placed out strong pickets to guard the position, which 
I regarded as very insecure for so small a force as I had. I then dis- 
patched a note by an orderly to inform the general commanding that I 
was on the ground as order^. 

The enemy were soon aware of our presence, having doubtless learned 
it by the pickets which we had driven in, and opened upon us with 
shell from guns of heavy caliber, to avoid which, as well as the sharp- 
shooters from the opposite bank, I moved my troops, with the excep- 
tion of some 50 men, who, concealed behind trees, soon drove the ene- 
my’s sharpshooters from the opposite bank farther back into the woods, 
and their shells did us no further damage than the killing of a horse 
belonging to Lieut. Will. A. Jordan, one of my aides, who narrowly es- 
cape(l with his life. 

I then commenced a light earthwork to protect the two pieces of 
artillery from any sharpshooters that might be across the river, and also 
cut a road through the woods in our rear, thereby shortening the dis- 
tance to our transports. 

At night I changed the position of both artillery and infantry, bring- 
ing them more in hand, and also the picket posts, and allowed tne men 
to sleep on their arms. 

During the night we captured several horses, supposed to have been 
abandoned by the enemy’s pickets, which we had driven in in the 
morning — they not being able to get them across Hie river— and picked 
pp a deserter from the enemy. The former were turned over to Quar- 
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termaster Paddock, and the latter sent under guard to the steamer Em- 
press. 

About midirIght Captain Foster reported to me with two 20-pounder 
rifled guns. For an account [of the part] taken by these guns in the 
capturing of Post Arkansas 1 refer you to the following extract from 
Captain Foster'.s narrative report, inclosed with this; 

Arriviug at Colonel Liudsey^s camp at 12 m., 2 miles above the fort, and obscured 
from view by a bend in the riVer, we bivouacked for the remainder of the night, and 
in the morning placed our guns in xiosition in a work which had been thrown np dur- 
ing the night for this section of my battery. We here remained until 2 p. m. of the 
11th, when to our suiprise and joy we saw one (-f ll.(‘ passing the fort. 

Three gunboats soon followed, the last being the «).' i iie ileoi. Colonel Lind- 

sey then gave ni“ i.c"*: .i'->’on to move down the river opposite the fort, and ordered 
me to open fire r.p.j’i fl i (-’'.(‘my at any point where we could be most effective. This 
we found to be a position enfilading the enemy^s rifle-pits. I rvr-'y shell 

hurst, and just at the right point. As a proof more positive of o" ‘'.ehad 

caused I visited the 'j immi di.**t cl\ .*.ft‘*** the son’ender and found. 10 dead bodies 

and numerous pieces c: :• P.it’ku. <iiell. While we were firing we saw the 

rebel flag fall at this ymr:.' ’'V,- I't d ilred a' out twenty minutes into this place when, 
with indescribable pleasure, we saw the white flag waving at the point where we had 
been firing. 

I must also refer to the report of Lieut. F. C. Wilson, commandiug 
two guns from the Chicago Mercantile Battery, for want of room. 

On the morning of the llth I so masked my position as to screen 
ourselves from the enemy’s view, keeping out a strong picket on the 
Little BkKik road and on the river above, and remained in this position 
until our gunboats had gone above, which relieved me of the necessity 
of guarding the liver any longer against any re-enforcements of the 
enemy which might come in that direction. I drew in my pickets and 
moved my whole command down the river in the direction of the fort. 
I placed the Third Kentucky Regiment on board one of the gunboats 
which had landed just above the fort, and moved the other two regi- 
ments of my command to the point opposite the fort, where they biv- 
ouacked fox the night. 

Although the troops of my command were not so placed as to be 
able to take any very active part in the reduction of this post, yet all 
did the duty assigned to them with cheerfulness and alacrity; and for 
their patience in wading through swamps, and prifcuining without 
murmuiing almost constant fatigue and picket duty for two days and 
night, they deserve great praise. 

1 watched with a great deal of care the result of the fire from the 
four guns on the point (two 20-pounder rifled and two 3-inch, also 
rifled), and can only say that they could not have been better handled 
nor by better men. Every shell fell just where it was intended. 

To Capts. Kirkbride and Foster and Lieut. Wilson I am much indebted 
for the assistance they gave me with their very excellent commands. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. W. LIKDSET, 
Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade, 

Oapt. W. A. Gobdon, AdjL Gen..j Second JHvision, 


No. 24. 

Export of Lieut, Branh 0, Wileon, Chicago Mercantile Battery. 

Arkansas Post, Ark., January 13, 1863. 
Sm : In compliance with Orders, No. — , ftom Qoneml G. W. Mor- 
gau, oommauding division of the Army of the Mississippi, the right 
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section of the Chicago Mercantile Battery, Capt. Charles G. Cooley, 
consisting of two 3-inch wrought-iron rifles, 31 horses, and 34 men, was 
debarked at Fletcher’s Landing dui'ing the night of January 9 and joined 
your command the following morning. 

At 8 o’clock we started on our march, and after a march of about 3 
miles arrived at the plantation of Col. James Smith and took a position 
to command the Arkansas Eiver and prevent re-enforcements from 
coming down to the enemy’s position at Arkansas Post, which was 
about miles below us. 

About 11 o’clock we were discovered by the enemy, who threw some 
five or six shells at us from the heavy pivot gun at the angle of the fort 
facing our position, doing us no damage, as we seemed to be beyond 
his range. 

About 3 o’clock some sharpshooters fired a number of shots from the 
opposite bank of the river. They were replied to by our infantry, and 
we suffered no more annoyance from that direction. 

After dark we moved up the river a short distance, planted our guns, 
and bivouacked for the night, supported by the Forty-ninth Eegiment 
Lidiana Volunteers. 

Sunday, January 11, we remained in our position until 11 o’clock, 
when we limbered up and moved back from the river and concealed 
ourselves in the woods, where we remained until 3.30 o’clock, when we 
were ordered to the point opposite the fort, the guns bearing in that 
direction having been dismounted by the gunboats. 

We took position on the left of Captain Foster’s First Wisconsin 
Battery (two guns) and commenced firing Hotchkiss shell, 3-second 
fuse, at one and a half degrees’ elevation, the target being log build- 
ings in rear of the fort and the enemy’s rifle-pits. We had oidy fired 
4 rounds from each piece, and were just getting warmed up for work, 
when a white flag was shown and the firing ceased, except from one or 
the gunboats and from a gun on the extreme left of our position, upon 
the opposite or right bank of the river. Only two or three shots, how- 
ever, were fired after the flag was shown. 

The men under my command displayed a coolness une^ected by 
me, it being the first time they were in action j and, considering that we 
have never fired but 10 rounds to each piece at target, the range was 
excdlent. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

FBANK 0. WILSON, 

Mrst Jjieutenimty Oommcmding. 

Colonel Lindsey, 

Oomdg. Second Brig.y Second Army of the Miss. 


No. 25. 

B^ort of Oot John F. Be Oowrey^ SicGteenth Ohdo Infcmtryfj commanding 

Third Brigade. 

^ HEADQTTABTEItS THIRD BBiaADB, 

' OiaoiSy Arlcamsas Po8% Arh.^ Jamuxry 12, 1863. 

8m : In obedience to General Orders, No. 2, of this date, I have to 
report that my brigade was kept in reserve to protect the boats from 
any attack which might be made on our right rear, and remained in 

48 B B— VOL xvn 



754 


WEST TENN, AND NOETHEEN MISS. 


[Chap, vxtv 


siicli a i)ositioii as would enable it to perform that dutj^ until 3 p. m. 
At that hour the bri^^ade was ordered up to take part in the attack on 
Post Arkansas, and the head of the column arrived and was just form- 
ing for the attack when the enemy hoisted the white dag in the fcrt 
and surrendered. 

I have no casualties to report. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHK F. BE CODEOT, 
Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade, 

Cai)tain Gordon, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. 26. 

Report of Maj, Gen. William T. Sherman^ JJ, 8, Army^ commanding Fif- 
teenth Army Corps ^ with itinerary of the corps JJecemher 20, 18G2-J«7i- 
uary 11, 1863. 

Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Post ArJcansas^ Ark., January 13, 1803. 
Sir : I have the honor to rei)ort the operations of this corps during 
the recent events which 7*(\sulted in the capture of the Arkansas Post 
with its entire garrison and its matdriel of war : 

The fleet of gunboats under Admiral Porter and transports carrying 
the two corps composing this army, having rendezvoused in the Missis- 
sippi Eiver at the mouth of White Eiver, on the morning of the 9th in- 
stant entered White Eiver, gunboats leading, followed by General Mc- 
Clernand in person, my co^s, and then General Morgan^s. Our route 
was up White Eiver to the cut-off, through it to the Arkansas, and up 
that river to the Arkansas Post 5 whole distance estimated at 50 miles. 

It was about dark when the advance of the fleet reached the place of 
debarkation, about 3 miles below the point of attack, and darkness set 
in, So that it was impracticable to place the boats at suitable points for 
landing. During the night it rain^ hard, but cleared away at 4 a. m. 
when I proceeded to arrange the boats of my corps and begin the work 
of disembarkation. This was not advanced far enough to i)ut the troops 
in motion till 11 a. m., when General Steele’s division led off, followed 
by General Stuart’s. 

My orders were to make a circuit to the right so as to approach the 
Post from the north and west, reaching the Arkansas Eiver if possible 
at a point above the Post. Acting on the best information we could 
obtain, and guided by negroes, the head of General Steele’s column en- 
tered the woods back of Notrib’s farm, which soon became a deep, ugly 
swamp, but wading through it for about 2 miles in an easterly direction 
the head of the column reached a field and cabin on hard ground. 
The re, upon questioning closely the occupants of the cabin and some 
pris oners who gave themselves up, we ascertained that in crossing the 
swamp we were on the south side of a bayou which in a northeasterly 
direction extended to Bayou La Cruz, a tributary' of the White Eiver, 
and that to reach the Little Prairie, behind the Arkansas Post, fre 
would have to march a circuit of 7 miles, although in an air-line the 
distance did not exceed 2. 

Satisfied that this route would not fulfill the conditions of General 
McOlemand’s plan of attack I sent my chief of staff^ Major Hammond, 
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back to him to explain the state of facts and the conclusion to which I 
had arrived. 

Having also learned that the enemy had abandoned his first line of 
rifle-pits on the river bank about a mile above our landiiig, 1 had pre- 
viously ordered General Stuart to march his division directly by that 
route, following the baiik of the river. General McClernaiid soon over- 
took us and, conflrniing my conclusion, ordered me to countermarch 
Steele’s division and hasten to lead Stuart’s. Sending orders immedi- 
ately to General Steele, who was some distance in advance, to make a 
feint on that road with his cavalry and one regiment of infantry and 
with the balance of his division retrace his steps, I rode back and'over 
took Stuart’s column, which had reached within half a mile of the Post. 
1 hastily made an examination of the grounds and directed Oapraiu 
Pitzman, of the Topographical Engineers, to make a reconnaissance to 
the right, while I gave orders to dispose of the troops coming from the 
rear. Night closed in before these preparaMons were fO' -pVte* ;:nd the 
troops, already in position, bivouacked without lires r..: i * bitter 
cold night. 

The moon rose about 1 a. m., when I rode forward and examined the 
position of the enemy as well as possible and gave General Stuart some 
general instructions about throwing up au epaulemeut to a battery of 
field guns. General Steele’s division was at the time passing to his* i)o- 
sition on the right, so that when day broke Steele was on the extreme 
right and Stuart next to him } Morgan’s corps was on the left, resting on 
the river. We could hear the enemy all night busy at work chijpping 
and felling trees, and became convinced he was resolved on a determined 
resistance. His position was : His right in a strong earth fort, with four 
bastion fronts, inclosing a space of about 100 yards square, and a line 
of hastily-constructed rifle-pits or parapet oxtO’“d:r.g across a neck of 
level ground to a bayou west and north of ; :.is .cj : ; the length of this 
line was about three-quarters of a mile. In the fort were mounted three 
heavy iron guns, two in embrasure and one en harhette^ with four small 
rifled 3-inch guns and four smooth bore 6-pounders distributed at the 
salients and flanks. Along the rifle-pits were also six other field 
pieces — 12-pounder howitzers and 3-incb rifled guns. 

Late in the evening of the 10th Admiral Porter’s fleet made a furious 
attack upon the fort, continuing the cannonading till alter it was dark; 
but although I had i)ushed one brigade of Stuart’s division, commanded 
by Col. Giles A. Smith, close up to the enemy’s line, our forces were not 
then in position to make an assault. 

Early the next morning, however, I moved all my corps into an easy 
position for assault, looking south across ground encumbered by fallen 
trees and covered with low bushes. The enemy could be seen moving 
back and forth along his lines, occasionally noticing our presence by 
some ill-directed shots, which did us little harm and accustomed our 
men to the sound of rifled cannon. 

By 10 a. m. I reported to General McOlernand in person that I was 
all ready for the assault, and only waited the simultaneous movement of 
the gunboats. They were to silence the fort and save us from the enfi- 
lading fire of its artillery along the only possible line of attack. About 
12.30 I received notice from Gen^:^ McOlernand that the gunboats were 
in motion. 

The four 20-pounder rifled guns, under command of Lieutenants Hart 
and Putnam, were then in positign to my left in the thick woods and 
brush and their men had been cutting the trees away to open a field 
of lire, but as Burbridg(^s l>iigade of Morgan’s corps occupied groun<l 
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ft) tbt'ir rri)iit, those ^uiis could not be used during the engagemeiir. 
\Vo()<r.s buttery, (’ouipusiy A, Chicago Light Artillery, was posted on 
the road winch ieti jlnvctly iuto the post 5 Barretfs battery, Company 
B, hirst Illinois Artillery, was in the open space in the interval between 
StuarCs and Steele’s divisions, and General Steele had two of his bat- 
teries tlisposed in his front. 

My ortlers were that as soon as the gunboats opened their iSre all our 
battel ies in ]>osition should commence tiring, and continue until T or- 
dered ‘‘Cease tiring,’’ when after three minutes’ cessation the infantry 
columns of Steele and Stuart were to assault the enemy’s line of rifle- 
pits and defenses. 

The gniiboatvS oiiened about 1 p. m., and our field batteries at once 
<*omineneed firing, directing their shots at the enemy’s guns, his line of 
dtdeiises, and more especially enfilading the road which led directly 
into the fort, and which road separated General Morgan’s line of attack 
from mine. I could not see the gunboats, and had to judge of their 
]>rogreNS by the sound of their fire. This was at first slow and steady, 
but rapidly approached the fort and enveloped it with a complete hail- 
storm of shot and shell. Our field batteries continued their fire rapidly 
for about fifteen minutes ; the enemy not replying. I ordered the firing 
to cease and the infantry columns to advaiu-( lo i ■ c assault. The line 
of skirmishers had been withdrawn and the infantry sprang forward 
with- a cheer. About 100 yards of clear space was to our iuimediate 
front, and then a belt of gvound about 300 yards wide separated us from 
the enemy’s parapet. This belt of ground was slightly cut up by gul- 
lies and depressions and covered with standing trees and brush, with a 
good deal of fallen timber and tree tops. Into this the attacking col- 
umns dashed rapidly, and there encountered the fire of the enemy’s artil- 
lery and infantry, well directed from their perfect cover, which checked 
the speed of our advance, which afterward became more cautious and 
prudent. 

By 3 p. m. our lines were within 100 yards of the enemy’s trenches, 
ontfiniiking him on our right and completely enveloping his position. 

gunboats could be seen close up to the fort, and I saw the admiral’s 
fiag dii'ectly under it. All artillery fire from the fort had ceased, and 
only occasionally could be seen a few of the enemy’s infantry firing from 
its parapets 5 but the strongest resistance continued in our immediate 
front, where the enemy’s infantry was massed, comparatively sale from 
the gunboats, whose fire was iiroperly directed well to the front lest it 
should reach our men, whose colors they ^ould plainly distinguish. A 
brisk lire of musketry was kept up along our whole front, ^th an occa- 
sional dischiirge of artillery through the intervals of the infantry lines, 
unnl almut 4 p. m., when reports reached me at the same instant that 
the white flag had been shown all along the enemy’s lines. I myself 
saw a large, conspicuous white flag displayed at the point where the 
main road intersected the parapet, and sent forward my aide, Captain 
Bafyton, to communicate with the commander. 

Ending orders as fast as ^mssible along the line to the right to cease 
firing, I followed Captain Dayton and found the place surrendered. 
Colonel and Acting Brigadier Garland commanded at the point where 
I entered the lines. I immediately sent orders to General Steele to 
push one of his brigades along the bayou to his extreme right, to pre- 
vent escape in that direction, and dispatched every mounted man neai^ 
me, under charge of my aide. Captain Taylor, in the same direction, to 
se<iure all squads of men* who had attempted, or might attem])t, to es- 
cape. £ st)on however became convinced that the sniTcnder was per- 
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aiul in good laitb, and that we had gained the eneniy’s position, with 
his fort, gnns, men, and all the materiel of war. 

The enemy resisted well and manfully to our trout, but his resistance 
was idle after the reduction of the fort, in the face of our gi*eatly supe- 
rior numbers. Of course immediately on the display of the white flag 
our lines and columns poured into the works with cheers and hallooing. 
I halted Steele’s division at the lines and gave orders to General Stuart 
to secure the prisoners in our front. These embraced the brigades of 
Garland and Deshler, with a battery of artillery, some cavalry, and 
detachments. Their arms were stacked and the prisoners marched to 
the landing back of the Post. Night overtook us in that position. 

The 12th instant was mostly consumed *ii collecting captured prop- 
erty, of which Oapt. J. Condit Smith was orriCrou :o take charge, and 
in enrolling «ind embarking the prisoners. This was done under direc- 
tion of :■ Sjnger, my inspector-general, who has been named by 
GencrJil .McC.'Ier-mr.u to conduct them to Cairo. Major Sanger reports 
to me that he has put on board the steamboats designated for the pur- 
pose 4,791 prisoners of war, which number embraces all who were in 
the cantonments, fort, and along the lines of the rifle-pits. Among the 
captured property I was rejoic^ to find the ammunition shipped for 
mo from Memphi*? for Vicksburg, which had been captured by the enemy 
on ih(; lilue Wing. 

With reference to the conduct of my troops I am fully satisfied. 
There was far less straggling than I have noticed in former battles and 
engagements. 

Col. Giles A. Smith, who commanded a brigade of Stuart’s division, 
manifested all the qualities of a good soldier, and without hesitation I 
recommend him for promotion as a brigadier-general, the command of 
which he already exercises. Col. T. Kilby Smith commanded the other 
brigade of the division, and did it bravely and well, and deserves special 
notice. 

I must leave to General Stuart to notice the conduct of others in his 
division, and for General Steele to make mention of the conduct of his 
troops, with which he is better acquainted than I am, they having re- 
cently been assigned to my command. Generals Steele and Stuart com- 
manded the two divisions of my corps. They led them in person, gave 
direction to their troops, provided for all their wants, and left me the 
comparatively easy task of watching their movements, which were all 
skillful and correct. 

I now inclose the reports of General Steele’s brigadiers (Blair, Thayer, 
and Hovey). The former (Blair) having home the brunt of our unsuc- 
cessful assault at Vicksburg was properly held in reserve on this occa- 
sion, and suffered but little loss. 

Only a small part of Thayer’s brigade could come forward to the first 
line on account of the narrow front allowed by the character of the 
ground, but these suffered a heavy loss, as will be seen by the general’s 
report. He in person was much exposed, lost his horse in batfle, and 
did his appropriate part. 

General Hovey h^, on the day of battle, the lead of Steeles divis- 
ion, charged with attacking and turning the enemy’s left. Here was 
doubtless the most stubborn fighting. It was held by Deshler’s bri- 
gade and a section of well-handled 10-pounder Parrott rifles. General 
Hovey’s description leaves me nothing to add, except that the diflEicul- 
ties were increased by the blind character of the ground, every foot of 
which he had to study as he advanced under a galling tire. The dark 
cypress swamp on his right completely covered the movements of the 
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enemy in that direction, while the low bushes to his front concealed 
from him every obstacle, till developed by a close discharge of the ene- 
my’s musketry from his well-concealed rifle-pits. 

General Hovey was wounded in his arm by a s;hell, but continued and 
still continues to command his brigade 5 and the loss in his brigade 
was the heaviest in my corps, as will be seen by his list of killed and 
wounded herewith, 

I most cordially indorse his favorable mention of the Seventy-sixth 
Ohio, Colonel Woods; the Third Missouri, Colonel Shepard; the Sev- 
enteenth Missouri, Colonel Hassendeubel, and Colonel Stone of the 
Twenty-fifth Iowa. I myself witnessed, and on the spot bore willing 
and open testimony to, the compact ranks and handsome soldierly bear- 
ing of the two first-named regiments, of Colonels Woods and Shepard, 
and have no hesitation in saying that officers who thus, by their per- 
sonal labor and close attention, have made good regiments should be 
advanced to higher command. 

At the same time I must call attention to General Hovey’s report as 
to the behavior of the major of the Twenty- fifth Iowa, whose name is 
not given. I trust he will forthwith be ordered to quit this army, and 
not be allowed another hour to taint it with his presence. Our young 
and inexperienced soldiers have a right and must have brave and con- 
fident leaders. 

I now subjoin a statement of the killed and wounded in my corps: 


nivisioDB aad Ivdgadeft. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

Men. 

Vbrst DiTiair,2 : 

BniToCo Itlii-r'si .......................... .1 

1 



9 

160 

98 

73 

66 

9 

217 

117 

100 

76 

Secosil ' '‘over's; 

TLiro.n:ii,^cIe .'Tiiavci s; 

Seeond Suiart s) : 1 

First Eriiiadc ;G. A - 

2 

! 2 

1 

2 

86 

16 

15 

6 

19 

1 

10 

4 

SftiJOTiu ,T. Xilb - Smith) _ _ ' 

Aggrejgotelofia* 


6 

78 

84 

406 

519 



This is not absolutely correct, as reports have not been made full and 
explicit, but is substantially so. It will be observed our loss is small 
compared with the great results of the victory. Indeed, I must attribute 
our success to the display of an adequate force on the true lines of at- 
tack, rather than to the actual fighting. When we entered the lines of 
the enemy, ^though all their artillery horses lay dead in their traces by 
the side of their shattered carriages, I saw but few of the enemy’s dead, 
not over 40; but subsequently burial parties detailed to inter the dead 
reported as many as 100. Their wounded, however, were more numerous, 
and still remain in their hospitals. StiU, their aggregate loss in killed 
and wounded cannot exceed ours. 

1 also append to this a well-prepared ^etch of Arkansas Post, made 
by Captain Jeimey, of my staffi; the memoranda of the effects of the 
bombardment are very interesting. Also a topographical sketch of the 
country over which we passed firom the Kotrib farm to and embracing 
tiie nam^ess bayou west of the Post. This sketch, made by Captain 


Bnt see reTised statement, p. 717. 
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Pitzman, is very accurate for tlie time allowed in making the survey, 
and illustrates the correctness of our movements over ground then ab- 
solutely unknown to us. 

As usual my staff performed their various duties cheerfully and well, 
and all escap^ without loss, save Captain McCoy, who had shot under 
him a favorite horse. 

I have the honor to he, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHEBMAK, 
Md^or-Generaly Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. A. Sohwastz, 

As^tant AdjutanPQeneral to General MeOlema/nd, 

P. S, — JANUABY 15 — 8 a. m. 

Eeports of General Stuart and of Cols. Giles A. Smith andT. Kilby 
Smith, commanding his two brigades, are this moment received and 
inclosed herewith, completing my report 

W. T. S. 
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MEMOIK. 

OatemtU^ shell gUE. One-half of the chase of the gun knocked aw ^ 

through embrasure. Oim totally disabled. Carriage shattered. Embrasure side of 
casemate forced inwartls by numerous shots, several of which penetrated the entii^ 
thickness of timber. Hoofing badly shatterefl, but the ceiling of casemate uninjured. 
('jiifhHiU' Jj— '•hell smn. Similarly damaged, bnt to a less extent. Gun siaruck on 

facoof muKsle, bur j»<»T RCTionslvdnmased. 

Nine-inch barbette shell gun at 0, mounterl on full traverse circle. G-im cut in two in 
feont of reinforce by a 30.pound Parrott shot Carriage badly broken; completely dis- 


1>— 3-inch Parrott gun, mounted on field carriage. Ijarge piece of muisale knocked oft 
Carriage shattered. , . 

Three other 3-mch Poiroti gnus and tbur O-inmndcr . »• j - isuo..* « 1 m 

the Two of the C-pounders nyured , one of them much broken. 

Hoo«a injured. Ifagaeines wen secured. -^rM. 1. B. JENNET, 

Copied (»ndSide^Ckt!^ 
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Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Gamj^ before Yicksh^^rg^ February 4, 1863. 

Col. John A. Eawlins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General to General Grant: 

Sir : I must confess I was surprised to hear from you that my report 
of the part taken by my corps at the Post of Arkansas, January 11, 
1863, has not reached your headquarters. I prepared it with great dis- 
patch January 13, two days after the battle, and at 8 a. ni. January 15 
sent it, with the reports of all the generals of divisions and brigades, 
embracing complete lists of killed and wounded, to General McOler- 
nand at the Post of Arkansas, by the hands of Colonel Mungen of the 
Fifty-seventh Ohio. I called on General McClernand this morning and 
learned from him that he had not yet completed his own report, but 
would very soon send it in with mine and other sub-reports. I expressed 
a wish that he would use dispatch, more especially with the lists of 
killed and wounded, that the War Department might have the means 
of answering the thousands of inquiries as to the fate of friends and 
relatives. 1 am assured these will be sent you at once. 1 keep full 
records of all these matters, and should General McOlemand from any 
* cause be unable to send in these lists I can supply you duplicate copies. 

As General Grant expressed a wish to see my own report, I herewith 
inclose a copy, with copies of the reports of Generals Hovey and Stuart, 
which are necessary to an understanding of the matter.* I also send 
a copy of the map made by Captain Pitzman, Topographical Engineer 
on my staff, whose patient industry and great skill in his peculiar line 
have so often elicit^ my personal commendation. 

I ask that those pnpors. with this explanatory letter, may be sent to 
the general-] ri-d. •of, \\ho>o comprehensive knowledge of such matters 
will enable him to see the truth amid the cloud of falsehood and defa- 
mation by which I have again been enveloped. 

I also avail myself of thi.s opportunity to forward the official report 
of Col. Giles A. Smith, command irjg the First Brigade of Second Divis- 
ion during our operations before V'icksburg, which report did not reach 
my headquarters in time for my official report of that affair. I beg that 
it be forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army, to be filed with 
my report and to form a part of it. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAl^, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


[Addenda.] 

Itinerary of the Fifteenth Army Corps, December 20, 1^2r^anuary 19, 

1863.t 

December 20, the Second Division of this corps embarked at Mem- 
phis to take part in the expedition against Vicksburg. 

December 21, the First Division embarked at Helena, Ark. 
December 22, both rendezvoused at Friar’s Point. 

December 23, both rendezvoused at Gaines’ Landing. 

December 25, both rendezvoused at the mouth of the Yazoo. 
December 27, disembarked on Yazoo Island. 


* See reports Nos. 28 and 33. 

t From ‘‘ Record of Events,^ Tri-monthly Retom, Jannaiy 20, 1863, 
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December 28, 29, and 30, attacked the enemy’s works ; failed to carry 
the ])osition. 

January 2, re-embarked and proceeded to the Post of Arkansas, Maj. 
Geii. John A. McClernand in command. 

Januaiy 10, disembarked and drove the enemy within his works. N’ext 
day attacked him within his lines. 

January 11, in co-operation with the Thirteenth Army Corps and the 
gunboat fleet commanded by Admiral Porter, forced him to an uncon- 
ditional surrender. After dispatching to the l^ortli the prisoner.s of war 
(4,791) and destroying the works of defense this corps, w’ith the Thir- 
teenth, rendezvoused at Kapoleon, Ark., January 10. Left iN’apoleon 
January 19, and now, January 21, at 12 m., are afloat, approaching Mil- 
liken’s Bend, La. The regiments and detached companies composing 
this corps (the Fifteenth) formed a part of the right wing of General 
(rrant’s army, under the immediate command of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sher- 
man, which, on January 3, was made the Army of the Mississippi by 
Major-General McClernand, who assumed command on that day at Mil- 
likan’s Bend, and was divided into the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Army 
Corps by General Orders, Ko. 210, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washing- ^ 
ton, received January 12 at the Post of Arkansas. The garrison at 
Memphis, commanded by Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch, is comprised in 
the Fifteenth Corps, which, as there is rarely any communication, re- 
ports directly to General Grant. 

January 19, left Napoleon [for Young’s Point]. 


No. 27. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Frank P. Blair ^ If. 8. Army^ commanding First 
Brigade^ First Division. 

Hdqrs. First Brig-., First Drv., 15th Army Corps, 

January 13, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by my brigade 
in the operations which resulted in the capture of the old Post of Ar- 
kansas on the 11th instant : 

On the morning of January 10 I received orders from General Steele 
to disembark my brigade at the landing on the Arkansas Eiver a few 
miles below the General Hovey’s brigade (the Second) took the 
advance, the brigade of General Thayer followed, and my brigade 
brought up the rear of the division. After marching a short distance 
in this order and penetrating through a slough or swamp I received 
orders from General Steele to countermarch and form the brigade on a 
plane near the river. About dark I received orders to advance by a 
road to the left along the bank of the river. This road was so much 
encumbered by troops that it was not possible to make much progress, 
and about midnight 1 ordered the brigade to bivouac for the night. 

At 5 o’clock in the morning I received orders to push on and close 
up with General Thayer’s brigade, which I succeeded in doing about 
an hour after daylight at the barracks which the enemy had just aban- 
doned on the Little Bock road and immediately in front of the works 
which constitute the Post of Arkansas. Alter some delay the gun- 
boats opened fire upon the post, which was followed by a general bom- 
bardment of the enemy’s works by our artillery. At about 1 o’clock 
General Hovey’s brigade (the Second) was ordered to advance against 
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the left of the enemy, followed by that of General Thayer, and my bri- 
gade was held in reserve, but ordered to close up with the brigade of 
Thayer, within supi>orting distance. 

It gives me pleasure to say that the duty assigned to my brigade was 
performed with cheerfulness and alacrity. The officers and men moved 
forward with pro::ri>ti:Md<' and remained steadily in the positions as- 
signed them, und(‘r rhe orders of General Steele, until the enemy sur- 
rendered the place and his entire force. The brunt of the action on the 
enemy’s left fell upon the brigades of Hovey and Thayer, and I have 
but few casualties to report in my brigade. The battery of Captain 
Hoffmann, Fourth Ohio, attached to my brigade, which was placed in 
position under the orders of Brigadier-General Steele, was well served 
IT. 11 /. .ghoul the action and did great execution. , 

L herewith a list of casualties. 

Eespectfully, 

FEANTK P. BLAIE, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

Capt. J. W. Paddock, 

Aseistcmt Adjutant-General. 

P. S. — I omitted, through inadvertence, in my report of the action 
of the 29th ultimo at Chickasaw Bayou, in Mississippi, to allude to the 
efficient service rendered by my staff, and especially by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Peckham and Lieutenants Maguire and Tompkins, and I beg 
leave in this place to allude to their services on that occasion as well 
as on the present. The report of Dr. Franklin on both occasions shows 
how invaluable his services were. 


No. 28. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles B. Honey ^ U. 8. Army, commanding Second 
‘ Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Secoicd Brig., First Drv., 15th Arnty Corps, 

On hoard steamer Continental, January 13, 1863. 

Captain : Pursuant to orders from General Steele the Second Bri- 
gade debarked on the morning of the 10th instant at Notrib’s planta- 
tion, about 1 mile below Arkansas Post, and marched in a northwesterly 
course, with the view of passing to the rear of the fort and gaining the 
river above. 

The brigade consists of the Seventeenth, Twelfth, and Third Eegi- 
ments of Missouri Infantry ; the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-first Eegiiiieiits 
of Iowa Infantry ; the Seventy-sixth Eegiment of Ohio Infantry, and 
the First Missouri Horse Artillery. 

Having proceeded half a mile, to near the woods, the enemy’s pickets 
were discovered in force, and Captain Landgraeber was ordered forward 
and dispersed them with a few shell from his howitzers. Bearing to 
the right and following an old wood road the brigade soon reached an 
apparently impassable bayou, but a crossing was at last effected and 
the route pursued for several miles. Small squads of the enemy’s cav- 
alry hovered in oar advance, and several were captured. 

About 2 o’clock the column was ordered to return to the lauding, 
where it arrived just before dark and bivouacked for the night. Hardly 
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had the camp-fire« been lighted when orders were received to move im- 
mediately by another route and by a night march to oar original dosti- 
nation. Over marshy ground thickly covered with v/oojL \\itLout a 
guide, and with the only direction “ to take a northwesterly course,’’ 
we set out. Fortunately the North Star was in full view, and by its aid 
we were enabled to reach the point indicated after a fatiguing march 
of more than eight hours. It was after 2 o’clock in the moiming when 
we reached the deserted camp of the enemy. 

At iliiy'.'ic.il: General Steele and staff came up and ordered the bri- 
gade to form parallel with the bayou, on which its right then rested, 
move toward the river, and complete the investment of the enemy’s 
works. Having moved scarcely more than half a mile we met the enemy 
in force, their works being in full view. The brigade halted, and skir- 
mishers from the Seventeenth Missouri were sent forward to feel for the 
enemy. They soon became hotly engaged, and the Third Missouri was 
ordered forward to their support. 

Here a brave man, Captain Greene, of the Third Missouri, together 
with two color-bearers, were instantly killed by the bursting of a shell, 
and a large number wounded. The enemy having now been unmasked 
and their position, partially at least, ascertained, a halt was ordered, 
and nothing further was done until the final dispositions for reducing 
the post were made. 

I had forgotten to state that the Twelfth Missouri was left behind 
at the landing as a guard for the transports, and that Captain Land- 
graeber’s battery, finding it impossible to follow the brigade in its night 
march through the swamps uimI '\ )ods, was also left behind. 

This brigade oecii;.}:tc: the extreme right, and was disposed for the 
assault as follows : The Seventeenth Missouri, under Colonel Hassen- 
deubel, were deployed as skirmishers in the advance, and were also 
instructed to w’atch the right bank of the bayou, to guard against, or 
at least to give notice of, a flank attack. Colonel Shepard, of the Third 
Missouri, followed him, supported by Pw* Tbii ty-ni'*l Iowa, under 
Colonel Smyth. Next, to the left, and in c ihe line of bat- 

tle, was the Seventy-sixth Ohio, under Colonel Woods, supported by 
the Twenty-fifth Iowa, under Colonel Stone. 

At a given signal Colonel Hassendeubel advanced with his skir- 
mishers through the woods along the bayou and became hotly engaged. 
He was attacked on the flank much more violently than was anticipated, 
and wds compelled to divert his whole regiment from its original course 
to repel this assault, leaving Colonel Shepard in the advance on the 
original line. The Seventy-sixth Ohio, under Colonel Woods, moved 
off on the double-quick in gallant style, closely followed by the Twenty- 
fifth Iowa. This column, moving over open ground and in advance of 
aU others, drew the concentrated fire of the enemy’s artillery and rifle- 
pits j hut on they moved, nor stopped until within easy rifle-range of 
the enemy’s works. Colonel W oods’ sharpshooters immediately silenced 
two of the enemy’s Parrott guns, and not another shot was fired from 
them during the action. I wish to call especial attention to the good 
conduct of this regiment. Though leading the advance, exposed to a 
concentrated and galling fire, and holding, as I believe, during the 
entire action, a position considerably in advance of any other regiment, 
not a man fell out of the ranks ^ there was no confusion — every man 
did his duty. By silencing the Parrott guns in front, the advance of 
the brigade next on the left, Colonel Smyth’s, was rendered compara- 
tively safe. 

The complications on my extreme right, where the rebels had sta- 
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tioned tbeir cavalry to lire from across the bayou ou our rear, aud two 
of infantry to fire on our flank, early attracted my attention. 

Z 'ordered a char^?e on the enemy’s works by the Third Missouri, un- 
der Colonel Shepard, supported by the Thirty-first Iowa, commanded by 
Colonel Sniyth. They moved forward vigorously, and for a time I con- 
fidently expected they would enter the works, but the stalling cross-fire 
, of infantry and artillery bearing directly on their front and flanks, aud 
coming from a quarter unexpected and therelbre not guarded by Colonel 
Hassendeubel’s sharpshooters, checked the charge aud at length com- 
pelled Colonels Shepard and Smyth to resume their original line of bat- 
tle. Colonel Hassendeubel with his regiment of sharpshooters con- 
tinued to do excellent service until his ammunition was exhausted. 
They were theu ordered to the rear to resupply themselves. Finding 
the eueiuy had massed a strong force to protect this the weakest part 
of their works, I brought forward two howitzers, with a 

view of shelling back the enemy beyond rifle-range. Two shots only 
had been tired when the fort surrendered. 

I have already spoken of the gallant conduct of the Seventy-sixth 
Ohio and its colonel, of the Third Missouri and its colonel, who captured 
two stand of rebel colors, and of the good service done by the Seven- 
teenth Missouri, under Colonel Hassendeubel, aud 1 will now add that 
Colonel Stone, of the Tw'enty-fifth Iowa, and the majority of his regi- 
ment acted like veterans ; but the cowardly (conduct u-‘ his major in 
leaving the field in the face of the enemy, thereby giving countenance 
10 g and skulking, cannot be too severely censured. The 

'i’l :i:v "•■'-1 Iowa lost much of its effectiveness through lack of disci- 
pl’-i, and the Twenty-fifth Iowa arenew regiments. 

I should not do full justice did I close this report without making 
honorable mention of my staff* officers, Oapt. F. M. Crandal, Lieuts. J. 
E. Bryant and F. H. Wilson, and Sergt. Sidney 0. Morgan. 

Inclosed are lists of casualties in the several regiment^*.* 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your (^b-i tl’c’sr servant, 

C. E. HOVEY, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Second Brigade^ 

First Division^ Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Oapt. J. W. Paddock, 

A, A, G., First Bimsion, Fifteenth Army Corps, 


m, 29. 

Eeport of Col, George A, Stone^ Twenty-fifth Iowa Infawtry, 

Headquarters Twenty-pipth Iowa Infantry, 

Camp at ArJcansas Post, ArJc,, January 12, 1863. 

G-enbral : In obedience to your orders, yesterday I formed my regi 
ment in rear of the Seventy-sixth Ohio, Colonel Woods, and followed 
that regiment in the charge ou the enemy’s fortifications, and was the 
second regiment in their works. 

As reported to you this morning, my casualties were 9 killed, 46 
wDuudod, aud 7 missing. 

The tire was very terrific and galling, especially in our position, ex- 
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posed as we were to an enfilade fire from the enemy’s G-poimders, charged 
with grape and canister. 

As soon as the rebels had surrendered I had the roll called, and 
found some 65 men not accounted for. These I am much afraid shirked 
and went to the rear, but eventually returned to the field, but did not 
rejoin the regiment till after the engagement. With this exception the 
men acted gallantly, maintaining the position in rear of the Seventy- 
sixth Ohio during the entire fight and bivouacking in the enemy’s forti- 
fications. 

Very respectfully, general, 


Brig. Gen. CHA.RLES E. Hotby. 


GEO. A. STONE, 
Golonelj Oommanding, 


No. 30. 

E^gcrt of OoL Charles B, WoodSj Seventy-sixth Ohio Infcmtry, 

Hdqbs. Seventy-sixth Ebg-t. Ohio Yol. Infantry, 

ArTcansas Post^ Arlc,j Jamcary 12, 1863. 

Captain ; I have the honor to report that the Seventy-sixth Eegi- 
ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry went into the action at this place about 
500 strong yesterday afternoon. The regiment moved across the open 
fields in line of battle, with bayonets fixed, a distance of 500 or 600 
yards. 

After reaching the woods in front of the enemy’s breastworks the 
obstructions were such as to considerably impede the movements of tlie 
regiment. No shots, either of artillery or musketry, were fired at us 
until we reached a point about 250 yards from the enemy’s lines, at 
which time the guns of the enemy opened fire upon us with grape and 
canister. The first two rounds passed over our heads and did no dam- 
age. The third round killed and wounded quite a number of men. 

At this time we had reached a point about 100 yards from the breast- 
works, and the enemy, about three regiments strong, opened a destruc- 
tive fire of musketry upon us from the front and right and left, extend- 
ing on the left to the full extent of the range of their muskets. This 
fire would probably have annihilated the Seventy-sixth Eegiment had 
it not been like the fire of the artillery — too high . The regiment pushed 
oh, under this concentrated fire of 'musketry, to the near edge of the 
woods, about 75 yards from the breastworks, at which point the fire 
became so hot that the regiment faltered, but held its ground. 

Eindlnff it impossible to push the regiment over the open grdund I 
otdi rc«! ; hiMis to open fire, to give them confidence. After firing several 
rounds I ordered the advance, but as soon as the men raised to move 
forward the fire was so hot as to make it impossible to move forward. 
I then ordered the men to clear and silence the guns of the enemy in 
our front, which was done i* the most effectual manner, as not a single 
shot was fired from their two Parrott guns in our immediate front ; and 
one piece, some distance to our left, was so well commanded that it 
could not be used, and the enemy was obliged to move it farther to the 
left in order to use it. 

All of the artillery horses belonging to two of the guus in our front 
were killed and a part of those behnrging to the one on our left. Quite 
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a number of men \rerc s(^en to drop as if killed or wounded, but to what 
extent the enemy suffered from our fire I cannot tell. 

After the opened tire not a man flinched. We held our 

position and advanced as far as there was cover for our men. 

I have to regret the loss of Capt. Thaddeus Lemert, of Company A, 
who was killed by a discharge of canister within 100 yards of the en- 
emy^s breastworks. Captain Lemert was as brave a man and as true a 
soldier as ever lived. His place in the regiment cannot be filled. 

Cai)ts. J. M. Jay and Joseph C. Wehrle ; Fu'st Lieuts. John S. An- 
derson and Beverly W. Lemert; Second Lieut. John M. Hart, and Lieut. 
Col. W. B. Woods were wounded, and 59 non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers killed and wounded. 

I cannot speak too highly of the brave and gallant conduct of Lieut. 
Ool. W. B. Woods, who was among the foremost in rhe charge, and who 
urged the men on, by his example, to deeds of bravery. 

Adjutant Miller was also with the regiment and his conduct deserves 
the highest praise, l^ot having room to particularize, 1 will say that 
every officer and man wffio went into the battle did his whole duty to 
hi§ country and to my satisfaction. 

I herewith inclose a list of killed and wounded.* 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. E. WOODS, 

Colonel Seventy-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Capt. F. M. Crandal, 

A. A. M Brig,, 2d Army Corps, Anny of the Miss, 


]sro. 31. 

Report of Brig, Gen, John M, Thayer^ TJ, 8. Army, commanding Third 

Brigade, 

Janttaby 12, 1863. ' 

Captain : My command disembarked from transports on the morn- 
ing of the 10th. At dark, according to orders from General Steele, I 
moved around through an almost impassable swamp to a position on 
the right and above the fort, which we reached at 5 o’clock on the 
morning of the 11th. It was found impossible to get the wagons and 
artillery through in the night and I was compelled to leave them. 

About noon my infantry moved forward into line of battle, the right 
resting on General Hovey’s left. About this time my battery, the F&st 
Iowa, which had got through the swamp with great difficulty, came up 
and was placed in position on the right of my brigade. The action soon 
became general, the lines advancing. Owing to the thick underbrush 
and the want of space for a front oi the brigade, I at first advanced m 
column of regiments, deploying them into line as fast as we could get 
a ^nt. The Twenty-sixth Iowa, Colonel Smith, being on the iSft, 
gained an advanced position and did good execution. This re^ment 
had 2 commissioned officers and 16 men killed, and 99 wounded, includ- 
ing Colonel Smith, who had to leave the field. The Thirtieth Iowa, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Torrence (Colonel Abbott being sick), also occupied 
an advanced position and was warmly engaged, supported by the Thirty- 
fourth Iowa, Colonel Clark. The Fourth and Ninth Iowa, together 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 718, 
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with the Thirteenth Illinois and another regiment of General Blair’s 
brigade, were held as a reserve, though exposed to the enemy’s fire. 

The infantry and the battery fought well. Having my horse killed 
early in the engagement I requested General ^ inxlcvor, who arrived 
two days previous and took temporary command of his old regiment, 
the Ninth Iowa, to assist me, and I am pleased to make my acknowl- 
edgments to him for very valuable services. His conduct was gallant 
and soldierly throughout the action, and he was constantly exposed to 
danger. I have also to acknowledge the efBcient aid rendered me 
by the members of my staft‘, Gapt. Allen Blacker, assistant adjutant 
general; Gapt. Lyman Richardson, Lieuts. William S. Whitten and 
Albert T. Higbee, 

Lists of killed and wounded have been forwarded.* 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 

’ JOHN M. THAYER, 

Brigadier- Oeneraly Commanding Third Brigade^ 

First Bivisiony Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Oapt. J. W. Paddock, 

Assistmt Adjuta/nt-Oeneraly First Dinision. 


Ko. 32. 

Be^rt of Lieut Col. W. M. Q. Torremey Thirtieth Iowa Infa/tiiry. 

Headquaktees Thietieth Iowa Iistpantet, 

Fost Arhansasy Arlc.y January 13, 1863. 

Coloned : Agreeably to order I have tbe honor to report to you the 
part the regiment, while acting under my command, took in the late 
battle of January 11, 1863 : 

After disengagmg my troops of everything in the way of luggage 
which might be disposed of, by order of General Thayer I gave direction 
to follow close up by the right flank the first battalion, Third Brigade, 
Kfteenth Army Corps j to form line of battle on its left, at a desig- 
nated point if practicable, and, if not, to form line of battle in its 
rear, and advance as it advanced and halt as it halted, and in every 
move to act in conjunction with it. But after striking the double-quick 
I very soon found it impossible to form either on its left or rear, and 
I halted my command and allowed the first battalion to file by. This 
being done, I instantly formed line of battle and moved forward through 
the timber, over logs and brush, as best I could, until within 150 or 175 
yards of the enemy^s breastworks, forming his extreme left, when I came 
to an open space of ground. Here I halted, giving instructions to fire, 
lie down and load, and fire lying down, which they did for the space 
of about three hours, during which time they did but little more Siian 
silence and keep silent some small artillery pieces planted by the enemy 
at that part of the breastworks, together wirb the musketry in the hands 
of the enemy in the rifle-pits. During said t ime no change of position 
was made save one, when by a flank movement I shifted farther to the 
right. This secured me a more strong hold of the enemy’s left. Here we 
remained until the order was ^ven.all along the lines to cease firing, 
as the enemy had hoisted a white flag. After firing ceased on the right 
the enemy rose up in great numbers from their rifle-pits in full view. I 
wse about moving my command forward, when, to my great astonish- 
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ment and mortification, two of my best line officers were wounded by 
the enemy, viz, Capt. XJley Burk, Company I, in hand, and Lieutenant 
Alexander, of same company, in left arm {»either of which is considered 
dangerous), and was thus engaged when General Thayer in person di- 
rected my color-guard to advance and plant our colors upon the enemy’s 
works, which was promptly 'done. At the same time General Thayer 
gave orders for the regiment to come inside the breastworks and pre- 
vent straggling rri -eating by their' left rear. Soon after, the 

entire regiment was detailed to conduct the prisoners up to and inside 
of the fortifications, where General Sherman had them taken up to his 
headquarters. This latter duty proved more arduous than it should 
have been but for the tardiness of the regiments detailed by order 
of the general commanding to be placed under Colonel Grier, of the 
Seventy-seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers, who had orders to take 
charge of the prisoners for the night. It was after midnight before the 
regiment was relieved. There is nothing further which I deem my duty 
to mention save that both officers and men geneially acted well for 
new troops. I might mention with great propriety to you a few strik- 
ing instances of cool and commendable courage chsphiyed by some of 
my men, they having fallen under my immediate notice during the ac- 
tion ; but I forbear mentioning any save one, and that is the case of 
James M. Smith, private of Company C, a single young man, not yet 
arrived at his majority, who has been doing the duties of adjutant for 
some time past, owing to the indisposition of the adjutant. I have been 
familiarly conversant with him for the last two months, and find him to 
be a young man of irreproachable moral character and one altogether 
deserving of public confidence. His conduct on the battle-field in the 
In ( f (‘ngagi-:iuMil. was such as to secure implicit confidence in his courage 
and ability, and tojustify the belief that he is entirely capable of filling 
a more important position than he now does. 

Hoping this will meet with your approval, I remain, colonel, your 
obedient servant, 

W. M. G. TOEREHCE, 
Ideutertant-Colonel Thirtieth Iowa YolunteerB. 

Col. Charles H. Abbott. 


Ho. 33. 

Beport of Brig. Gen. David 8tuar% TJ. S. Army, commanding Second 

Division. 

Hdqes. Second Division, Fbpteenth Army Corps, 

Dost Arkansas, Ark., January 14, 18^. 

Major : I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of the 
Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, on Saturday and Sunday, 10th 
and 11th instant, before the Post of Arkansas : 

The division was debarked on Saturday morning, and about noon 
took up the march, in rear of General Steele’s division, for its position 
in front of the enemy. At the first rifle-pits, near a mile from our place 
of debarkation, our advanced line encountered the enemy in small force 
of skirmishers, operating probably as a rear guard of the force we dis- 
covered retreating toward the fort. As we reached the rifle-pits we 
were in i)lain view of the fort, and as our batteries advanced along the 
line the eneniy opened with shell in several w^ell-direeted shots. The 
artillery, however, ran the gauntlet around the point of intieindi- 
ments at ftdl spectit and took the road under cover of the woods with- 
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out suffering any injury 5 the only casualty sustained by the fire at 
this point being the loss of a leg by a lieutenant of the One hundred 
and thirteenth Illinois. We were obliged to cut our road through the 
forest, which delayed the advance of our artillery to the front until late 
in the afternoon. The division was led by the First Brigade, Col. Giles 
Smith commanding, and Saturday evening occupied the extxeme front 
nearest the fort, extending from the river bank (or near it) around to 
the right for near three-quarters of a mile. Our advanced ])icket.s were 
within 3tX> or 400 yards of the enemy’s works and in lull '^iglit ol‘ their 
guns. I was ordered by Major-General Sherman, conuiiaiuliiig the 
corps, to show ourselves in the front, advancing our lines as far as pos- 
sible to draw their fire. We were replied to by shell and musketry, by 
which we suffered a loss of 17 men in the Fifry-seventli and Fifty-fourth 
Ohio and Fifty-fifth Illinois — ^nearly all these, however, by one shell. 

General Sherman directed me to send a regiment as a picket and 
skirmishers as far around to the right as I could, and reconnoi^r the 
ground and the enemy’s position. Col. Giles Smith discharged this duty 
with the Fifty-.seveutli Ohio, working his way unobserved by the enemy 
almost up to*^ their very works. The general went with me himself to 
a point outside our extreme line of pickets, and within 400 or 500 yards 
of the fort selected a point where he ordered the construction of earth- 
works for the protection of Hart’s battery (four 20-ponnder Parrott 
guns), which he then intended to place there in the morning. With a 
detail of 200 men from the One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois, 
under the superintendence of Lieutenant* Colonel Malniborg, Fifty-fifth 
Illinois, this work was constructed. My entire division was under arms 
and on duty all that night, which they thought no hardship when they 
saw their corps general himself in their midst and front, despising his 
own ease and denying himself rest. 

General Morgan’s troops having come up to the position aQ«njrnp(i to 
them in general orders and relieved my division, we were ahoiu 

daylight to move to the right to give place for them, and were led by 
Genm^ Sherman in person to the large open field, where the enemy 
had their caval^ barracks, immediately in front of their intrenchments. 
Quickly observing the i^ositlon the general ordered me to advance one 
brigade and deploy it in line of battle across the field. The First Bri- 
gade was promptly deployed into line, with Company A, Chicago bat- 
tery (Captain Wood), on its left, and Company B (Captain Barrett) on 
the right. The Second Brigade was held at hand (out of sight of the 
enemy) on our left. Lieutenant Hart’s battery of 20-pounder Parrott 
guns was placed in the woods on our left, and vistas opened through 
Sbe woods, affording it an oblique fire (oblique to our line of advance). 
The work constructed by General Sherman’s order on Saturday night 
was occupied by Blount’s battery of 10-pounder Parrotts (in General A. 
J. Smith’s division). 

At about 1 p. m. January 11 the line was ordered to advance and 
assault the enemy’s intrenchments. We were to advance at the expira- 
tion of three minutes after the fire from the batteries had ceased. Be- 
fore the firing had ceased we discovered a brigade or regiment, forming 
on the left of General Steeitf s division, commencing their march. They 
moved at the double-quick; seeing whieh I appealed to General Sher- 
man, who stood hnm^ately by our lines, for orders. He commanded 
the advance at once, and the First Brigade instantly moved forward at 
the double-quick, followed immediately by the Second Brigade at a dis-' 
tance of 150 yards. When the First Brigade arrived in close range of 
the rifle-pits it was opened on by a heavy fire from the right and left 
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its riglit and the other on its left front. Colonel Smith determining 
that it was not alt<^gether hopeful to push his assault farther till he 
could silence or dispose of the enemy’s cannon, from which he had be- 
gun to fire grape and canister, ordered a halt, and the line dropped to 
the ground to seek the best shelter the place afibrded. He held ])is 
ground — every inr.n in his place ; no consternation or confusion threat- 
ening any (hscrv.ev. The batteries which were annoying our men were 
silenced by their rifles 5 the one on our right by the Sixth and Eighth 
Missouri and the Fifty-seventh Ohio and the one on our left by the 
troops in its fropt. An incessant fire was kept up on and from the en- 
emy’s trenches for from three to four hours. I covered a space on our 
left by Second Erigado, which was done very handsomely 

by Col. T. Smith, comcMiKiIng, under a heavy fire from the 

trenches. This accomplished, and our w^hole line having become nearly 
connected, we were ready, waiting General Sherman’s order, for a fresh 
and simultaneous assault, which the enemy could not have resisted, 
when the white flag was exhibited and the orders given to cease firing. 
The enemy had surrendered. 

The gallantry and efficiency of Captains Wood’s and Barrett’s bat- 
teries were conspicuous. They -will doubtless receive from the com- 
manding general, who mainly directed their operations, the mention 
they earned. I cannot award too high praise to Captain Hoffmann’s 
Ohio battery, in General Steele’s division, and which he permitted me 
to use throughout the day whenever I saw an opnorlm'*! \ in push it in 
effectively. Captain Hoffmann took his piece> up lo w : ii:* 200 yards 
of the intrenehments and poured in a rapid and effective fire from three 
different positions. He went promptly and cheerfully wherever I asked 
him to. Lieutenant Hart’s battery operated from such a distance, cov- 
ered by the woods, that I did not see anything of it, and have received 
from him no report. Major Taylor wa.s, at least part of the time, super- 
intending the operations of that battery, and I must refer to Lieutenant 
Hart and himself for information. Captain McDonald, my assistant 
adjutant-general; Captain Slattery, Fifty-fifth Illinois, and Lieutenant 
Eumsey, of Company A, Chicago battery, my aide-de-cami), served me 
with intelligence and peifect gallantry. So fai‘ as such qualities merit 
notice, they earned equal distinction with any men on the field or in 
any part of the field. 

Col. Giles A. Smith, commanding First Brigade, and Col. T. Kilby 
Smith, commanding Second Brigade, led their brigades with gallantry, 
and deserve honor and advancement — deserve it because they have 
earned it in the field, wffiere alone it can be earned. 

Every movement of my division was under the immediate eye ofi>our 
commanding general, and was also well observed by the general com- 
manding in chief, who held his headquarters at the point from which 
our advance was made. I claim that the division, 3,^00 men of which 
only represented it on the field, maintained its honor, did its duty, and 
contributed its fnU share toward the accomplishment of the plan for the 
capture of the place and the enemy’s forces; that it was i)rompt and in 
every instance “up to time,” in obedience to and in execution of its 
duty under both general and special orders. 

I have the further honor to submit herewith the reports of my brigade 
commanders. 

Remaining, with respect, your obedient servant, 

D. STTTAET, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Second Dvcieum, 

J. H. Hammond, 

Aesietcmt AdiutaM-General. 
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General Stuabt: 


[jAmrAHY, 1863.] 


Dear General : Your report has gone to General McOlernand, and 
I had not even time to copy it in my book. We are under orders to go 
to JTapoleon, and if a streak of light opens I must drop out and make 
the signal. If a chance offers I will ask permission to modify your re- 
port. General Hovey reports about the same — that he was unsupported, 
and that the men of his brigade silenced those same guns and made 
your position compiiraiively safe and protected. 

I ‘regret these conflicts of opinions, but they are always occurring 
when troops look to neighbors for support and assistance. The true 
rule is, as you state it, each commander to report his own acts and let a 
common superior reconcile any seeming discrepancy. 

You stat^ the signal wrong ; the signal for assault was three min- 
utes after the cessation of our batteries, not the gunboats 5 but the at- 
tacks were near enough simultaneous. 


Yours, 


SHERMAB^. 


Ko. 34. 

Beport of Oapt Feter P. Wood, Battery A, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

Hdqrs. Company A, First Illinois Artillery, 

On board steamer Plcmet, Jcmuary 16, 1863. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor of roportiOg to you the part taken by 
the battery under my command in the action at the Post of Arkansas 
on the 10 th and 11 th instant : 

Debarked about 3 miles from fort on the morning of the 10th and im- 
mediately moved forward with First Brigades (under quite a heavy fire 
from the fort) into the woods, inside of the enemy's second line of works. 
During the night moved farther to front and right, and on Sunday morn- 
ing were ordered into position by General Sherman in cleared space on 
the left of division and north of fort. At 12.30 opened fire on batteries 
and pits, which fire was kept up with but little intermission until our 
infantiy advanced, when we were ordered forward on road leading di- 
rectly into Hie fort. From this position we again advanced to within 
500 yards of works, where we remained, keeping up a steady but not 
rapid fire. Our ammunition getting short, I ceased the fire from two sec- 
tions, keeping up this fire until our chests were empty. I retired the 
guns singly to our first position, where, finding 30 rounds of 6 -pounder 
projectiles, I sent one gun forward, where it remained but a moment 
before being relieved by Company B. A few moments after, word was 
brought of victory. 

Loss in men, none j horses, 1 killed, 4 wounded ; horse belonging to 
Lieutenant MetOagg, killed. 

Ronnds of ammunitioii expended: 


Shell, 12-pounder howitzer 1 98 

Spherical case, 12-pounder howitzer 96 

Spherical case, 6-pounder gun 3^1 

Solid shot, 6-pounder gun 139 

Total rounds 704 
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Of Lieutenants McCagg and Young and the men in the command it 
is needless to use any words of praise. Suffice it that every man in the 
command feels we did, what we always strive to do, our whole duty. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. P. WOOD, 

Captain, Commanding C<mpany A, First Illinois Artillery, 

Oapt. C. McDonald, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, 


No. 35. 

Report of Col. Giles A, Smith, Fighth Missouri Infantry, commanding 

First Brigade, 

Hdqes. First Brio., Second Dry., 15 th Armt Corps, 
Arlcansas Post, ArJc., January 12, 18^. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the First Brigade, Second Division, Fifteenth Army 
Corps, in the battle of Arkansas Post, on Saturday and Sunday, Jan- 
uary 10 and 11 instant : 

At 1 o’clock on Saturday, the gunboats having driven the enemy 
from their first line of intrenchments, under orders from General Stuart 
to advance the First Brigade, with one regiment deployed as skirmish- 
ers, up the river, 11i(‘ 1(TI T(->ting on it until we drew a heavy fire from 
the enemy, I deployed ili<‘ I'lglith Missouri as skirmishers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Coleman ('i)inTnandir:g, and moved forward. The skirmishers 
had advanced but a short distance into the woods beyond the evacuated 
works when they met the enemy’s skirmishers, who were steadily driven 
back into their second line of rifle-pits. Our skirmishers, advancing from 
tree to tree, soon drove them from their works, which were taken pos- 
session of, and an immediate advance ordered, driving them into their 
main fort. Under its guns the brigade was halted, awaiting the arrival 
of more troops. Our skirmishers were thrown around to the right, en- 
circling their works for more than half a mile, three companies of the 
Sixth -MisNoniM being deployed on the right to complete the line. This 
ground I was ordered to hold until the arrival of the columns, which 
occupied the rest of the day. 

At daylight on Sunday morning I was ordered by General Stuart to 
move around to the right and occupy an open field, about 1,000 yards 
from the enemy’s intrcnchTncnts and above the fort. Companies A and 
B, First Illinois Artillery, commanded respectively by Captains Wood 
and Barrett, took position on our right and left and did good execution 
throughout the day, moving up on our left afber our advance and as- 
sisting greatly in kcci)ing down the enemy’s fire. 

Alter a heavy cannon^ing of about half an hour from our batteries 
and gunboats, orders were received for the whole line to advance 
and assault the works. The First Brigade moved in the following 
order: The Sixth Missouri on the right, the One hundred and thir- 
teenth Illinois on the left, the One hundred and sixteenth Illinois in 
the center, and the Eighth Missouri and Thirteenth TJ, S. Infantry in 
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reserve. On arriving within range of musketry we were opened upon 
not only by the whole line in front, but by an enfilading fire from the 
right from three field pieces, and from both ri^hr m.d l(ir: from mus- 
ketry. The columns that were to have come up on both right and left 
having failed to arrive, while awaiting their advance I ordered sharp- 
shooters to advance to check as much as possible the enemy’s fire, and 
I sent back a messenger to General Stuart describing my position. 

At 4 o’clock no support had arrived. I now deployed the Eighth 
Missouri on the right, who were soon supported by the Fifty-seventh 
Ohio sent me by General Stuart from the Second Brigade, and ordered 
the Sixth and Eighth Missouri to advance until they could silence the 
three field pieces by sharpshooting. They advanced to within 100 
yards of the guns, which they efiectually silenced, not only picking ofl: 
every gunner who showed himself above the works, but killing every 
h<jyse belonging to the battery. 

My whole line was now within 150 yards of their works, the men 
being only partially covered by scattered stumps and logs. The Sec- 
ond Brigade, Col. T. Kilby Smith commanding, now took position on 
my left, when the whole line advanced ; but before reaching their in- 
trenchments white flags were displayed, the firing ordered to cease, and 
the entire force of the enemy surrendered themselves prisoners of war. 

A full list of casualties is appended, marked A.* 

The conduct of both officers and men of my command justly merits 
the highest praise. Kot one inch of ground gained was given up, and 
all orders to advance promptly obeyed. 

Lieutenant-Colonels Blood, commanding Sixth Missouri, and Cole- 
man, commanding Eighth Missouri j Majors Kirby, commanding Eighth 
MissourL and Chase, commanding first battalion, Thirteenth TJ. 8. In- 
fantry j Colonel Hoge, commanding One hundred and thirteenth Illinois; 
Lieutenant-Colonels Paddock, One hundred and thirteenth Illiiiois, and 
Boyd, commanding One hundred and sixteenth Illinois, and Major Fro- 
man, One hundred and sixteenth Illinois, displayed great gallantry in 
gaining and holding their positions in so short musket-range of an in- 
trenched enemy. 

This being the first time the One hundied and thirteenth and One 
hundred and sixteenth Illinois were ever under fire they sustained them- 
selves nobly throughout the entire engagement. The Fifty-seventh 
Ohio, Colonel Mungen commanding, assisted by Lientcnaiit-Colonel 
Eice, sent to support our right, were also in the hottest of the fire, and 
behaved like veterans. 

Of my personal staff, Lieut. D. S. Parker, One hundred and thirteenth 
Illinois, acting assistant adjutant-general, who was severely wounded 
by aMinie ball in the leg, and J^ieiil. ycdson Patterson, Eighth Mis- 
souri, aide-de-camp, render^ most efficient aid in conveying my orders 
to every part of the field. 

Privates Daniel Cox, James Gunion, and Oscar Little, Eighth Mis- 
souri, my orderlies, were also very active, and rendered great assist- 
ance, the former having his horse shot under him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GILES A. SMITB^ 

Oohmd Eighth Missouri^ GomTncmding Mrst Brigade* 
Oapt. 0. MoDokald, Assistant A^uta/nt-GenereU* 


* Emhodied in ue vised statement, p. 718. 
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No. 36. 

Beport of GoL Thomas Kilby Smithy Fifty fourth Ohio Infcmtry^ com- 
manding Second Brigade* 

Hdqes. Secoio) Brig., Second Drv., 15 th Army Corps, 

Post Arhansas, ArTc*^ January 12, 18^. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken in the late action 
by the Second Brigade, under my command : 

Debarking, by order of General Stuart, on Saturday, 10th instant, 
the brigade followed the line of march indicated, and just before night 
took position in the woods in front of one of the enemy^s batteries. 
I ordered the Fifty -seventh Ohio to the right to support the Eighth 
Missouri, by request of Colonel Smith, commanding the First Brigade, 
and the jpifty-fifth Dlinois and Eighty-tliird Indiana forward,* with in- 
structions to draw the enemy’s fire, which they did with such effect as 
to cause the loss of 14 killed and wounded by their shells, among them 
Captain Yeoman, commanding the Fifty -fourth Ohio, whose right arm 
was shattered ; since amputated. 

Early the next morning the brigade moved forward and at 1 o’clock 
formed a line of battle to storm the fortifications, the Fifty-seventh 
Ohio, led by Colonel Mungen, on the right; the One hundred and twen- 
ty-seventh Illinois on the center ; the Eighty-third Indiana on the left, 
with the Fifty-fifth Illinois and Fifty-fourth Ohio in reserve, immediately 
in the rear. Their action was under the eye of General Stuart. 1 saw 
none falter, and where all, officers and men, were so gaUant I cannot 
make invidious distinction. The Eighty-third Indiana and the Fifty- 
seventh Ohio each have a Texan flag as trophies, surrendered by the 
enemy before the close of the fight. 

I desire to make special mention of Colonel Malmborg, commanding 
the Fifty-fifth Illinois, whose zeal and unremitting diligence in superin- 
tending working parties and planting batteries, performing at the same 
time his whole duty to his regiment, demand compliment. 

With a list of casualties in my command, appended below, and which 
I have to submit herewith,* 

I am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

’ THOS. KILBY SMITH. 

(7oZ., Oomdg* Second Brig,^ Second JDiv*^ Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Capt. C. MoDonald, Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


No. 37. 

Report of Lieut Col. Oscar Malmborg, Fifty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fipty-pipth Eegimbnt Illinois VoLTjNa?E®ES, 
Arhansas FosU ArTc,, January 12, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to report the part taken by the Fifty- 
fifth in the engagement during the 10th and 11th instant: 

At the point on the Arkansas River indicated in general orders the 
regiment disembarked and took up a northwesterly line of march at 
noon, the 10th instant, right in front, it- being in the lead of the Second 
Brigade, commanded by Col. T. K. Smith, and immediately preceded 


^Embodied in revised statement, p. 7XS. 
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by the Thirteentb Eegnlar Infantry, the rear regiment of the First Bri- 
gade, General Stuart’s division. 

Having reached a point about three-fourths of a mile nearly east of 
the fort I received orders to form the rrgiir.or.t in line of battle, facing 
■west, to relieve the skirmishers in advance of my indicated line and to 
reconnoiter my front and flanks. I established my line of battle on the 
west side of and parallel with the road, which here turns north, forming 
nearly a right angle, and covered my front with two companies of skir- 
mishers under Oaptai- A w ; connecting with those of the Eighty- 
third Indiana on my !r i .:: 'i 'aIJj ilu- Ihglii!* Mi''50uri on my right. 
I found the ground in my front ar.d Ilanl:'; iU covered with tim- 
ber and brush and for one fourth of a mile in my front slightly ascend- 
ing; thence for an equal distance gradually sloping down to the flat and 
open space upon which the fort is situated, the distance across the open 
space to the fort being about 700 yards. The effective strength of the 
regiment, including one company detached as support to Barrett’s bat- 
tery, was 13 commissioned officers and 343 non-commissioned officers 
and privates, equalized into ten companies. 

At dark, on receiving orders to “ advance my command and draw the 
enemy’s fire,” I added a company to the skirmishers and advanced the 
main body about 50 yards, when it was halted by General Stuart; but 
the skirmishers continued to advance, firing, until they reached near 
the 0 ]^n ground above indicated. The enemy replied with grape and 
shell in abundance for three-fourths of an hour, but aside from cutting 
limbs of trees did little damage. In half an hour I received orders to 
cease firing and to withdraw my skirmishers. I established my picket 
line (connected) 500 yards in advance of the regiment and visited it 
I>ersonally twice during the night. The regiment slept on their arms. 

At an hour before daylight on the 11th I left the command of the 
regiment to the senior captain (Chandler), acting major, and accompa- 
nied General Stuart to a point half a mile to my right and front withiq 
600 yards of the fort, near the open ground, when I, with a detail from 
the One hundred and twenty-seventh Illinois Eegiment, by the general’s 
orders, erected a sedan for four 20-pounder Parrott guns on lines enfi- 
lading the banquette and platform of a bastion face of the fort. The 
enemy allowed us, even after sunrise, unmolested to continue our work, 
and after daylight resumed theirs, which they had kept up the greater 
part of the night 

At 8 a, m. I reported to General Stuart the work ready for occupation. 
The general’s division having meanwhile been relieved by that of Gen- 
eral A. J. Smith’s and moved to the right, Major-General Sherman di- 
rected me to request General Smith to occupy the work by one of his 
batteries and to furnish a detail for its full completion. Ha'ving com- 
municated this order, the Seventeenth Ohio (10-pounder Parrott guns) 
Battery and a regiment having been promptly sent there by General 
Burbridge, I returned and resumed command of my regiment. 

About noon I received orders to move farther to the right, with the 
Fifty-fourth Ohio Eegiment to constitute the reserve, and follow 50 
paces in rear of the other three regiments of the brigade in the storm- 
ing of the enemy’s works, which order was executed under the eye and 
direction of the colonel commanding the brigade and the general com- 
manding the division, until, after an obstinate fight of more than three 
hour^ dxpation, the enemy surrendered. 

It is with pride and pleasure I bear testimony to the good conduct of 
the officers and men of the regiment generally in their necessarily ex- 
posed positions during the fights of Saturday and Sunday, and I do 
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especially beg leave to mention Orderly-Sergeant Ebersold, of Company 
I, wbOy in the absence of a commissioned officer in the company on ac- 
count of sicknes^ was in command of the company on Sunday^ and by 
courage and perrect control of his men proved himself a very efficient 
officer. 

Dr. Eoler, the regimental surgeon, "^hough quite unwell, was indefati- 
gable in his exertions for the relief a’l,! i-tK-c of the wounded, without 
reference to regiments. The members of the rcgiircr-tal field band, 
under its principal musician, also faithfully .or /ictl tht-ir duty during 
the action in bringing off the wounded wherever found. 

The casualties in the regiment on the 10th were as follows: Private 
D. Garbe, Company E, mortally wounded in the hip ; and Private John 
T. Clark, Company I, in the leg, both by the explosion of a 10-inch 
shell, which also wounded an officer and 1 man of the Fifty-fourth Ohio. 

On the 11th but a few unimportant cases occurred, not requiring 
surgical aid. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. MALMBOEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg, Fifty-fifth Illinois Volunteers* 

Capt. G. M. White, 

Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Qen.^ Second Brig.^ Gen. Stuarfs Biv* 


-No. 38. 

Beport of Col. Charles B. Mle% commanding JT. 8. Bam Fleet 

XT. S. Steam-Eam Monarch, 

Off Arhansas Post, Arh, January 12, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to report to you that on the 9th instant 
I ascended the Arkansas Elver in the Monarch, accompanying, by Ad- 
miral Porter’s order, the naval expedition against Port Hindman. 

During the attack upon the fort on the 11th instant the Monarch was 
held immediately in rear of the iron-clads, with instructions to take the 
lead if a rebel ram appeared. 

Just before the surrender of the enemy I received orders to pass the 
fort and cut off the retreat of the enemy. This was ddne ; and I kept 
on up the river for 12 miles. The water then became so shallow as to 
render it impossible to proceed farther. The Monarch got aground 
four times as it was. I was consequently compelled to return, to my 
great regret, as I understood from a prisoner we captured on the way 
Siat there was a ferry some 6 miles farther up, where the fleeing rebels 
would be able to cross. I notified the commander of the light-draught 
gunboats of this fact on my return, but am unaware whether any steps 
were taken to destroy the feny. 

I reported verbally to Admiral Porter the result of the expedition. 
Though I have no positive information to that effect, I think the pas- 
sage of the Monarch must have caused a considerable number of the 
enemy to fall into the hands of our army. We shelled the woods on 
our right-hand side as we went up, and at several points saw numbers 
of the rebels retreating from the banks of the river. 

Yery respectfully, 

OHAELBS EIYEES ELLET, 
Colonel, Commanding Bam Fleet 

Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Bllet, 

Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
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Report of Brig, Gen, Thomas J. Churchill^ 0, 8, Army^ commanding Lower 
Arlcansas and White Rivers, 

Biohmond, Ya.j May 7, 1863. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond^ Ta, : 

General: Not being in communication with Lieutenant-General 
Holmes, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, I herewith 
forward for your consideration my report of the actions of the 10th and 
11th of January last at Arkansas Post. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. J. GHTTECHILL, 

Brig. Qen.^ Gomdg. Lower ArTcansas and White Rivers. 


[Xnclo&Hxe.] 

Biohmond, Ya., Ma/y 6, 1863. 

Genbrax : On the morning of the 9th of January I was informed by 
my pickets stationed at the mouth of the cut-off that the enemy, with 
his gunboats, followed by his fleet of seventy or eighty transports, were 
passing into the Arkansas Biver. It now became evident that their 
object was to attack the Arkansas Post. I immediately made every 
arrangement to meet him, and ordered out the whole force under my 
command, numbering about 3,000 effective men, to take position in some 
lower trenches about IJ miles below the fort. The Second Brigade, 
under Colonel Deshler, and the Third, under Colonel Dunnington, occu- 
pied the works, while the First Brigade, under Colonel Garland, was 
held in reserve- 

Three companies of cavalry, under command of Captains Denson, 
Nutt, and Bichardson, were sent in advance to watch the movements 
of the enemy. During the night the enemy effected a landing about 2 
miles below, on the north side of the river. 

The following day about 9 o’clock the gunboats commenced moving 
up the river and opened fire upon our position. Having but one battery 
of field pieces, of 6 and 12 pounders, I did not return their fire. It was 
here that I expected the co-operation of the guns from the fort, but 
owing to some defect in the powder they were scarcely able to throw a 
shell below the trenches much less to the fleet. About 2 o’clock p. ih., 
discovering that I was being flanked by a large body of cavalry and 
artillery, I thought it advisable to fall back under cover of the guns of 
the fort to an inner line of intrenchments. 

The enemy advanced cautiously, and as they approached our lines 
were most signally repulsed. They made no further attempt that even- 
ing to charge oior works, and I employed the balance of the time till 
morning in strengthening my position and completing my intrench- 
ments. Discovering that a body of the enemy had occupi^ some cabins 
in our old encampment, I ordered Col. E. Q. Mills with his regiment to 
drive them from the pcwition, which he did most successfully, capturing 
several prisoners. Just before dark Admiral Porter moved up with 
several of his iron-dads to test the metal of our fort. Colonel Dunning- 
ton, who commanded the fort, was ready in an instant to receive him. 
The fire opened and the fight lasted near two hours, and finally the gun- 
boats were compelled to fall back in a crippled condition. 
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Our loss was ; tliat of the enemy much heavier. During the 
night I recK^ived a Telegraphic dispatch from you, ordering me ‘^to 
hold out till help arrived or until all dead,” which order was commu- 
nicated to brigade commanders, with instructions to see it carried out 
in spirit and letter. liText morning I made every disposition of my 
forces to meet the enemy in the desperate conflict which was soon to 
follow. Colonel Deshler with his brigade, with the regiment of Colonel 
Dawson attached, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, occu- 
pied the extreme loft; Colonel Garland with his brigade, with his right 
resting on the fort ; while Colonel Dunnington commanded the river de- 
fenses. It was near 12 o’clock before the enemy got fully into position, 
when he commenced moving upon my lines simultaneously by land and 
water. Four iron-dads opened upon the fort, which responded in gal- 
lant style with its three guns. 

After a continuous fire of three hours they succeeded in silencing 
every gun we had with the exception of one small 6-pounder Parrott 
gun which was on the laud side. Two boats i)assed up and opened a 
cross-fire upon the fort and our lines; still we maintained the struggle. 
Their attack by land was less successful ; on the right they were re- 
pulsed twice in attempting to storm our works, and on the left were 
driven back with great slaughter in no less than eight different charges. 
To defend this entire line of rille x)lis I had but one battery of small 
field pieces, under command of Captain Hart, to whom great credit is 
due for the successful manner in which they were handled, contending, 
as he did, with some fifty pieces in his front. The fort h^ now been 
silenced about an boar, most of the field pieces had been disabled, 
still the fire raged furiously along the entire line, and that gallant band 
of Texans and Arkansians having nothing to rely upon now save their 
muskets and bayonets, still (lisdainod to yield to the overpowering foe 
of 60,000 men, who were pressing upon them jQrom almost every direc- 
tion. Just at this moment, to my great surprise, several white flags 
were displayed in the Twenty-fourth Eegiment Texas Dismounted Cav- 
alry, First Brigade, and before they could be suppressed the enemy 
took advantage of them, crowded upon my lines, and not being pre- 
vented by the brigade commander from crossing, as was his duty, I 
was forc^ to the humiliating necessity of surrendering the balance of 
the command. My great hope was to keep them in check until night, 
and then, if re-eiiforcemeuts did not reach me, cut my way out. Ho 
stigma should rest upon the troops. It was no fault of theirs; they 
fought with a desperation and courage yet unsinpassed in this war, 
and I hope and trust that the traitor will yet be discovered, brought to 
justice, and sufifer the full penalty of the law. My thanks are due to 
Colonels Anderson and Gillespie for the prompt measures taken to pre- 
vent the raising of the white flag in their regiments. In the Second 
Brigade, commanded by the gallant Deshler, it was never displayed. 

I had ordered Col. E. E. Portlock, commanding at Saint Charles, to 
hasten to my relief with what troops he could spare. Oapt. AIL Jelm- 
son reached the post on Saturday night and took part in the action on 
the 11th. Colonel Portlock, at the head of 190 men of his regiment of 
infantry, made the unprecedented march of 40 miles in twenty-four 
hohrs, and succeeded in entering our lines amidst a heavy fire from 
the enemy on his filanks. He was just on the eve of bringing his men 
into action when the snrrender took place. 

In no battle of the war has the disparity of forces been so unequal. 
The enemy’s force was full 60,000, when ours did not exceed 3,000, and 
yet for two days did we signally repulse and hold in check that im- 
mense bodv of the enemv. 
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My loss will not exceed 60 killed and 75 or 80 wounded. The loss of 
the enemy was from 1,500 to 2,000 killed and wounded. 

To the' members of my staff, Maj. J. K. P. Campbell, chief commis- 
sary 5 Dr. 0. H. Smith, chief surgeon 5 Capt. B. S. Johnson, adjutant- 
general; Oapt B. F. Blackburn, inspector-general; Capt. J. J. Gaines, 
chief of artillery j Capt. J, M. Rose, ordnance officer; Capt. E. H. Fitz- 
hugh, Engineer Corps; Capt. A. J. Little, Signal Corps; Lieut. A. H. 
Sevier, aide-de-camp ; Captains Farr and Smith, volunteer aides, and 
Mr. J. E. McGuire, my thanks are due for the many valuable services 
rendered me upon the battle-field. As for individual acts of gallantry 
I will make more fifil mention hereafter. 

I herewith inclose for your consideration the reports of Colonels 
Garland and Deshler; that of Colonel Dunniugton I have as yet been 
unable to obtain. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. J. CHURCHILL, 

Brig, Oen., Oomdg, Lower ArTcamds and White Rivers, 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, Little Rock, 


[ladorsements.] 

May 9, 1863. 

Respectfully submitted to the President. 

The strange circumstances causing the capture of the Arkansas Post 
demand investigation. I recommend a court of inquiry, and that mean- 
while Colonels Garland and Wilkes, and I incline to think General 
Churchill likewise, should be relieved from their present commands 
over the men surrendered. 

J. A. SEDDOK, 
Secretary of War, 


Returned to Secretary of War for consideration, in connection with 
further information which he may have received. 


J. DAVIS. 


File. To await such further information. 


July 13, 1863. 

J. A. SBDDOH, 
Secretary of War, 


[l^iidcttsezaent on copy forvarded Uirongh department headquarters.] 

Headquarters Arkansas Department, 

Little Rockj June 8, 1863. 

It is impossible to imagine better conduct on the part of officers and 
men, and it is a matter of rejoicing to me that my hasty order was ren- 
der^ nugatory before the brave Churchill was reduced to the ultima 
ratio — cutting his way through such immense odds. It never occurred 
to me when the order was issued that such an overpowering command 
would be devoted to an end so trivial. Respectfully forwarded to the 
a<yutant and inspector general 

TH. H, HOLMES, 
Lieutenawt- General, 
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1^0. 40. 

Report of Col, Robert R, Garland^ Sixth Texas Infantry^ with applica- 
tion for Court of Inquiry. 

Captain ; I have the honor to sabmit the following report of the 
First Brigade, Army of the Lower Arkansas and White Eivers, under 
my command in the action at Arkansas Post, on the 10th and 11th of 
January, 1863 : 

The following corps troops constituted the brigade, viz : 



Oommlssloned 

officers. 

i 

a 

% 

Aggregate. 

6tli Lieut. Col. T ^ •• o n* ^ 


515 

542 

24th I ‘ - "si ■*.* -y /dismounted, ■ I' 0 V'\' i _ 

41 

546 

687 

25th '1 ‘\j'- (’''v;* ■disnonutod < ( (? r i m: 

33 

519 

652 

Ilart s DsiLiery (bii ftuns;, Ct:pt. il** ‘t co s- s" » n;: 

4 

79 

88 

Bonbon’s cavalry-, Ciiptain Denso-i < .. :h sil 

2 

31 1 

33 

Total present on Friday evening, the 9th 

107 

1,600 

1*797 


Late in the afternoon of the 9th I received orders to hold my com- 
mand in readiness to meet the enemy at a moment’s notice. Within an 
hour after, I received instructions to proceed with my comm and to the 
rifle-pits, about IJ miles below the fort. We arrived there a little after 
dark, an d the following disposition was made of the brigade : 

Five companies of infantry, under Lieutenant-Qolonel Swearingen, 
Twenty-fourth Texas Cavalry (dismounted), and Major Phillips. Sixth 
Texas Infantry, were ordered to take position several hiindrtid yards in 
front of the intrenchments as skirmishers. The rest of the infantry 
were held in reserve and posted some distance in rear of the first line, 
occupying the rifle-pits, the right flank resting near the river, the left 
on the bayou. Hart’s battery was posted on the right of the rifle-pits j 
Denson’s cavalry were detached throughout the action. This position 
was maintained with slight exception during the night and the next 
day, until we were ordered to fall back to the fort. 

Saturday morning, the 10th, about 8 o’clock, the enemy’s gunboats 
commenced shelling our position and continued to do so until we re- 
tired, fortunately with but little execution ; but one man of the brigade 
was wounded severely. Between 1 and 2 o’clock in the afternoon I re- 
ceived orders to Ml back to the fort. The command retired in good 
order, but was delayed some time in assisting to bring up the artillery 
and ammunition wagons, the route being exceedingly boggy. On ar- 
riving at the fort, agreeably to instructions, the brigade took position on 
the left of Dawson’s Nineteenth Arkansas Eegiment, of Dunnington’s 
brigade; Hart’s battery on the right; Sixth Texas Infimtry, Twent^y- 
fourth and Twenty-fifth Texas Cavalry (dismounted) in succession from 
right to left. The line was on a prolongation with the north front of 
the fort, nearly at a right angle with the river, extending westward 
toward the bayou. The five companies of skirmishers under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Swearingen having rejoined the command I directed a com- 
pany from each regiment to be thrown well to the front as pickets and 
skirmishers, and that each regiment proceed immediately to throw up 
defenses by intrenching and collecting brush, timber, and such materi^ 
as could be found. 
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About dusk the enemy^s gunboats commenced bombarding the fort 
and shelled our position generally, continuing for about three hours, 
sweeping our position in front and rear with an enfilading fire from the 
right; fortunately doing us but little damage, save to artillery horses. 
The command, althoiia’h unprotected, maintained its position during 
this trying ordeal with firmness. The work on the defenses was dili- 
gently prosecuted throughout the night and the next morning, until we 
had to resume arms to receive the attack of the enemy; but on account 
of the scp.niity of tools we made but little progress, and the works thus 
hastily iiiid imni^rlcd-y constructed afforded but little protection to the 
troops “.lui ])iii“Tl(a:Iarly from an enfilading fire. 

Sunday, the 11th, about sunrise, Dawson's regiment with four pieces 
of Hart’s battery were ordered from my right to the left of the line. I 
directed Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson to cover the interv^ thus made, 
by taking ground to the right with his regiment by extending intervals, 
which consequently rendered this part of the line railier scattering. 
About noon the gunboats again opened fire on the fort, gradually' ap- 
proaching. Within three-quarters of an hour after this the enemy’s 
batteries and sharpshooters opened a brisk fire on our entire line. Lieu- 
tenant McIntosh, in charge of a section of Hart’s battery, commenced 
firing as soon as he conld do so with effect, and on several occasions 
drove the enemy’s shai^shooters from under cover of some buildings 
several hundred yards in front of his position, as well as otherwise gen- 
ersdly annoying the enemy until all his ammunition was blown up by a 
shell from one of the enemy’s batteries in front. The commanders of 
regiments were instructed to reserve their fire, with the exception of a 
few sharpshooters in each company, until the enemy should advance to 
within fair range. • . 

About half an hour after the enemy’s batteries opened on our front 
there was heavy and rapid firing on the left, which induced me to be- 
Keve that the enemy was attempting to turn our left fiank. Just at 
this- time I received a message from Colonel Do^hlor enll’ng on me for 
re-enforcements, and having been previously i::NiMir r.| i»\ Brigadier- 
General Churchill, commanding, to furnish re-enforcements — when called 
upon by Colonels Deshler and Dunnington — ^if practicable, the enemy 
up to this time having made no serious demonstration of an immedi- 
ate advance on this part of the line, I ordered the alternate companies 
of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Texas Cavalry (dismount^), to- 
gether with two companies of the Sixth Texas Infantry, under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonels Swearingen and 1^'eyland and Major Phillips respectively, 
to repair to the left and report to Colonel Deshler. While this move- 
ment was being executed and the remainder of the brigade were at- 
tempting to fill up the intervals made by the detached companies or- 
dered to the left, the enemy’s infantry advanced in force toward our 
line, and notwithstanding our line was very much weakened they were 
promptly and handsomely repulsed. Soon after this the enemy again 
attempted to charge our intrenchments and were again promptly re- 
pulsed. During the whole of this time their gunboats and batteries 
were playing upon our position. About 4 o’clock p. m. Colonel Duu- 
uington, commanding the fort, called on me for a re-enforcement of 100 
men, and although one-half of my command was already detached, 
deeming the holding of the fort of vital importance to us, I directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson to throw the two right companies of his 
regiment into the fort. While this was being executed two gunboats 
passed the fort, delivering their fire immediately opposite. The fort 
and the two guns on this part ofi the line being silenced, the enemy’s 
. batteries and gunboats had comnlete command of the nosition. taking 
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it ill front, flank, and rear at the same time, literally raking our entire 
position. It was during this terriflc cross-lire, about 4.30 o’clock p. m., 
that my attention wa^s attracted by tlie cry of ‘^Eaise the white flag, by 
order of General Churchill ; xiass the order iij) the line,” and on looking 
to the left, to my great astonishment, I saw quite a number of white 
flags displayed in Wilkes’ regiment 'T’. \ Texas Cavalry, dis- 

mounted), from the right company extending as far as I could see toward 
the left. At this time I was near the left company of the Sixth Texas 
Infantry. This regiment refused to raise the white flag or to pass the 
word up the line ; but being deceived by the sudden and simultaneous 
display of white flags (for 1 could not conceive it possible that a white 
flag could be thus treacherously displayed in any part of our line with 
impunity), as well as by the cessation of firing on the left and the re- 
peated and emphatic manner in "which the words came coupled with 
the name of the commanding officer, I was convinced at the time that 
the order had originated irom the proper source though not conveyed 
through the ordinary channel — as at this time the enemy’s fire of artillery 
and small-arms was so intensely hot that no one could "have passed from 
the general’s position to mine without being struck — and directed the 
words to be passed to the fort as they had come to me. As the order 
did not reach me through the ordinary channel I did not feel authorized 
to give any order on the subject, and particularly as no order could have 
been of any avail, the act having already been "consummated before it 
came to my knowledge. As the white flags were not displayed on the 
line from the right of Wilkes’ regiirent to the fort the enemy’s batteries 
kept up fire on this part of the line for some minutes alter the firing bad 
ceased on the left and until they had taken possession of the fort. From 
all the information I can obtain on this subject the white flag which thus 
treacherously deceived the rest of the command was rais^ in Wilkes’ 
Twenty-fourth Eegiment Texas Cavalry (dismounted), and the interest 
of the service, as well as justice to the rest of the brigade, demands a 
thorough and immediate investigation. 

Throughout the engagement, with but few exceptions, both officers 
and men of the brigade exhibited commendable coolness and unflinch- 
ing courage. Much credit is due to Lieutenant-Colonels Swearingen 
and Heyland and Major Phillips for the prompt and gallant manner in 
which they led the re-enforcements from their respective or- 

dered from the right to re-enforce the extreme left of the ' ■ » , i a 
most galling fire. 

My staff generally did effective service in their respective departments. 
Lieutenant Marsh, Sixth Texas Infantry, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, and Lieutenant Hunter, Twenty-fourth Texas Cavalry (dismounted), 
acting aid(i-(lo-c:nn]), afforded me much assistance in the prompt trans- 
mission ol‘ orders lo different parts of the line under the hottest lire. 
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First Lieut. James D. Eeed, rompany D, Twenty-filth 

Texas Cavalry (dismounted), lo>i i:!'' rijilii 
All the horses pertaining to Han's baiLory were either killed or 
wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. GAELA^ID, 

O 0 I.J Oomd^. First Brig,j Army Lower ArTc. and White Rivers, 

Oapt. B. S. Johnson, 

Assistant Adgntant-Oeneral, 


Kinoston, Ga., July 14, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Maokajll, 

Ohief of Staffs Arm^ of Tennessee : 

Gbnbbah : I inclose herewith a request for a court of inquiry, accom- 
panied with extracts my ofllcial report of the affairs at Arkansas 
Poet, which wiU give you some insight into the merits of the case. I 
was called upon for a report under peculiar circumstances — while a 
prisoner of war, in close confinement, and when all written matter was 
subject to the surveillance of the enemy — consequently it is very imper- 
fect on several important points, and does not do entire justice to the 
troops I had the honor to command on that occasion. My report does 
not set forth fully the important duties assigned the First Brigade nor 
the conspicuous part it acted on all parts of the line. 

Although two-thirds of the line of defense held by our entire force 
was assigned to it to defend it was at the same time considered as a 
reserve from which re-enforcements were to be drawn for any other por- 
tions of the line or for the fort, as is clearly shown from General Church- 
ill’s instructions to me on Sunday morning, the 11th January. The 
instructions given me were that I should furnish re-enforcements to 
Oolong Deshler and Dunnington who commanded the two other bri- 
gades, whenever called upon by them, and in carrying out these instruc- 
tions in good faith the most important part of the line was left almost 
defenseless. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

E. E. GAELAFTD, 
Colonel Sixth Texeos Infantry. 


EnsrasTON, Ga., July 14, 1863. 

General 8. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond : 


General : As I deem my reputation as a soldier seriously impeached 
by Brigadier-General Churchill in his official report of the affair at Ar- 
kansas Post, m which he states : 

The fort had now been silenced about an hour, most of the fi.eld pieces disabled, 
stiU the fire raged furiously along the entire line, and that gallant band of Texans 
and Arkansiaiis having nothing to rely upon now save their muskets and bayonets, 
still disdained to yield to the overpowering foe of 50,000 men, who were pressing upon 
them from almost every direetion. Just at this time, to niy great surprise, several 
white flags were displayed in the Twouty-fourth Reguncni Texas Dismouted Cavalry, 
First Brigade, and before it could be arrested tne enemy took advantage of it, 
crowded upon my lines, and not being prevented by the brigade commander from 
crossing, as was lus duty, I was forced to the humiliating necessity of surrendering the 
balance of the command. 
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I therefore respectfully request that a court of inquiiy b(* ordered to 
investigate the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. li. GABLAKD, 
Colonel Sixth Texas Infantry, 


Ee.'^peci fully forwa idod. 


[IndorHemexitR.] 

Headquabters Department No. 2, 

Chattanooga^ Tenn,^ July 10, 1803. 


W. W. MAOKALL, 

Chief of Staff, 


The exigencies of the service will not admit of assembling a court of 
inquiry at this time. 

S. G. 


KmasTON, Ga., January 10, 1864. 

Col. George William: Brent, 

Adjutant and Inspector Generaly Army of Tenn^ Baltorty Ga, : 

Sir : Having failed after repeated efforts to have certain grievances 
rectified, I have the honor to request that they be laid before the com- 
manding general, Army of Tennessee, for his consideration. 

About the commencement of the present war I was assigned to duty 
in the Department of Texas, and for some months was engaged in 
mustering troops into the Confederate service. September 1, 1861, 1 
received the appoinTmont of colonel of infantry, and was assigned to 
command a certain district, including Victoria, Lavaca, Iiidiunola, Pass 
Gavin, and other points on the coast, with instructions to raise and mus- 
ter into service a force of artillery, cavalry, and infantry for the war. 
In pursuance of these instructions I raised, armed, equipped, organized, 
and discipbned a regiment of infantry, averaging 800 men, a squadron 
of cavalry, averaging 260, and a battalion of artillery, averaging about 
200 men, without any assistance from either the State or Confederate 
Government, and at the same time these troops for the war were being 
raised there were recruiting officers all through the country, offering 
bounties and mustering into service twelve months^ volunteers and afi 
kinds of short levies, and at this time a division of this class of troops 
could have been raised much more readily than one infantry regiment 
for the war; so you can imagine the difficulties I had to contend against. 

In May, 1862, 1 was ordered to proceed to Arkansas with the infantry 
regiment only. On arriving in Arkansas two additional Texas regi- 
ments, a squadron of Louisiana cavalry, and an Arkansas battery were 
organized into a brigade, under my command, by order of Lieutenant- 
General Holmes, and assigned to the defense of the Lower Arkansas 
and White Bivers. Two additional brigades (one Texas and one Ar- 
kansas) were soon after added to this force, aU under my command to 
within a short time of the fall of Arkansas Post, when Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Churchill assumed command. 

On the 11th January, 1863, this force, under the above-named officer, 
was captured, horse, foot, dragoons, bag and baggage, and was not ex- 
change until May following. On arriving in Eichmond, Va., the whole 
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command desired that the affair of Arkansas Post should be thoroughly 
investigated by a court of inquiry, as there was much crimination and 
recrimination in reference to the affair, and at that time all the facts in 
the case could have been elicited with but little trouble, but the brig- 
adier-general commanding said a court of inquiry was not necessary: 
that the whole matter would or should be iii\ ( ^tigab'd by a court-mar- 
tiaU^ These troops were soon after order<-4i lo ilii' Army of Ten- 
nessee, under their original organization. Ori 4ir.*‘i\i':g at Tiillahoma 
General Churchill received oi‘ih*:*s IVoni General Brngg. commanding 
Army of the Tennessee, to reorganize these troops, uin'^olidsiiing bri- 
gades and regiments, so as to form one brigade. In compliance with 
this order my regiment (Sixth Texas) and the Tenth and Fifteenth Texas 
Kegimeiits were consolidated into a regiment, and an officer, my junior, 
assigned to command it 5 Brigadier-General Churchill selecting the offi- 
cer to command the consolidated rogimcntN. By what precedent or 
rule he was governed in making these selections I am unable to con- 
jecture, but agreeable to all ivgiilai ions, precedence, and usage I, as 
the senior officer, had the viglii 1o com.mand the troops thus consoli- 
dated with my regiment. 1 iinmi*djtMc]\ protested ngviiii'^f this unpre- 
cedented and summary manner of being deprived of w liai I conceived 
to be my legitimate command to General Bragg as well as to the Ad- 
jutant-General of the Confederate States Army, but no action has ever 
been taken in the matter that I am aware of. 

It was about the time of this consolidation that I first saw Brigadier- 
General Churchill’s rej^rt of the Arkansas Post affair of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract, viz : 

The fort had now heen silenced about an honr, most of the field pieces disabled, 
still the fire raged furiou^’y nloii;- the entire line, and that gallant band of Texans 
and Arkansians having noTl'iiig h) rely npon now save their muskets and bayonets, 
fitill disdained to yield to the overpowering foe of 60,000 men, who were pressing npon 
them fix)m almost every direction. Just at tbi^ time, to my groat •^nriirise, several 
■white flags ".vfiv displayed in tIjcTweiity-roin*!j Uc gimc iii Texa^ J)i‘.rnoiniio<l Cavalry, 
Urst Brigade, and before :i ( oiild be arn -si ed iliceneinx rook .ulv.jiiTage or' ir, crowded 
upon my lines, and not being preveiired by rbc l>rig.i(b‘ eotimMuder troiii crossing, as 
was his duty, I was forced to the linii.rlijiting ne< CNv,iiy of '^urrendf ring i lie balance of 
the command. 

Immediately upon reading this report I demanded a court of inquiry,^ 
and have repeatedly urged this demand, but have been unable up to* 
this time to obtain a hearing ; and notwithstanding most of the witnesses 
in the case are now scattered to the four winds, and some of the most 
important are now numbered among the heroic dead, I am still con- 
fident of being able to prove the injustice and incorrectness of this par- 
ticular portion of his report whenever a hearing can be had. I doubt 
if there is a p^allel case on record of an officer thus being ruthlessly 
superseded, his standing as a soldier impaired, and thus debarred hon- 
orable promotion ou the simple ipse diocit of another officer. 

Had I been guilty of neglect of duty at so critical a crisis as reported 
it is apparent that the brigadier-general commanding could not consis- 
tently avoid preferring charges against me,* and, in justice to a brother 
officer whose reputation was impeached, could not do otherwise than 
insist upon having them investigated. 

Hoping that some steps may be taken immediately to redress these 
wrongs, I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

B. R. GAELAKD, 

Ooloml SUcth Texds Infmtry. 
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(Indorsements.J 

Headquarters Department Tennessee, 

Baltoriy Oa.^ February 2, 1864. 

BespectfuUy forwarded. 

W. W. MAOKALL, 

Ch ief of Staff. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

February 11, 1^4. 

Eespectfully returned to General J. E. Joliuston. Attention invited 
to Paragraph" II of General Orders, N'o. 3, of January 9, 1863, from this 
office [following], which is important in the present instance. 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Injector General. 

General Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, 

'Eo. 3. f Richmond^ January 9, 1863. 

#««*««# 

II. Eot only are all papers and applications to be forwarded through 
the regular channels of communication, but the officers through whom 
they come, and who are generally supposed to be informed on the merits 
of the case presented, are required to express their opinions thereon, 
either in approval or disapproval. These opinions are frcqr.ently im- 
portant to the Department, and the rule which prescribes them must not 
be overlooked. 

By order : 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Dalton, February 19, 1864. 

Eespectfully returned, approved. I call attention to the fact that 
the action in this case was by one of my predecessors. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General. 


March 2, 1864. 


Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. Is a court of in- 
quiry to be granted in this case f 
By order : 

O. H. LEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


March 4, 1864. 

To adjutant and inspector general for remarks. 

By order: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


A court of inquiry in this case wotild involve the examination of the 
surrender of the Arkansas ‘Post, which would be a tedious and profitless 
undertaking at this time. There is, it is true, a censure directly passed 
by General Churchill’s report on the conduct of Colonel Garland, but it 
this necessarily required the opinion of a court of inquiry every officer 
who might be so unfortunate as to meet the disapproval of his superior 
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migM at tlie same time demand a similar investigation. It seems, more- 
over, that previous applications for a court have not been entertained, 
and no especial reason is seen why one should now be ordered, espe- 
cially as Colonel Garland admits that ‘^most of the witnesses are scat- 
tered,’^ and others, the “most important,” are no longer alive. 

Eespectfully returned to the S^retary of War. 

By order: 

0. H. LEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Above indorsement approved. 


Maech 12, 1864. 

J. A. S., 
Secretary, 


liTo. 41. 

Beport of Ooh James Deshlerj O. 8. Army^ commanding Brigade. 

TJititbd States Militabt Peison, 

Camp Chase, Ohio, March 25, 1863. 

OAPTiiiK: In compliance with instructions from the general command- 
ing division I have tibie honor to fttrnish the following report of the part 
that my brigade took in the action with the enemy, under General Mc- 
Olemand, at Arkansas Post on the 9th, 10th, and 11 th of January: 

On Friday evening, Januaiy 9, about 2 p. m., I received a circular 
from division headquarters directing me to hold my brigade in readi- 
ness for active service at a moment’s notice, with three days’ cooked 
rations, and in about fifteen or twenty minutes afterward was directed 
by yourself to form my brigade as soon as possible and to place it in 
position in the lower rifle-pits, about 2 miles from the fort, down the 
river. I caused the cartridge-boxes of the men to be filled (the wet 
weather and bad condition of many of my cartridge-boxes had forced 
me to keep the ammunition packed up) and immediately started as or- 
dered, but before reaching the upper rifle-pits received an order from 
one of the general’s staff to take position in the latter, as the enemy 
were supposed to be already landing in large force in the immediate 
vicinity of the lower pits. 

On arriving at the upper line of rifle-pits I placed my brigade in posi- . 
tion, the right resting upon the bank of the Arkansas Eiver and the 
left prolonged toward a swamp, the general line being convex to the 
front, that being the line upon which the engineer officer had traced 
the ditch, though it was quite far from being completed. 

As the enemy made no demonstration on that evening other than fir- 
ing a few shell from gunboats I made as good use of the time as possi- 
ble in completing and strengthening the trench, and also extending it 
fa^er to my left, to the point where the right of Colonel Dunnington’s 
brigade rested. I also cut down the timber in front of my position so 
as to make an abatis 5 in this way we worked during the entire night. 
The want of tools, axes, spades, &c., was a very serious drawback to 
this work. 

Captain Hart’s Arkansas battery of six ^ns was posted with my 
right regiment, the guns being plac^ in the intervals between the com- 
panies. 
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About 8 o’clock a. m. ou the 10th, the enemy commenced a desultory 
artillery fire from their gunboats at a distance of probably a mile, firing 
at such pieces of Hart’s battery as were exposed to view, and also at 
such persons as they could see about the trench, the right of which rest- 
ing on the river bank was exposed to their view. This occasional can- 
nonading was kept up until abr,ut 12 to 1 p. m., fortunately without 
causing any casualties in my brigade. At this time I received an or- 
dcj* from you to fall back with my brigade to the fort, following Gar- 
land’s brigade, as it was understood that the enemy were flanking us 
by a route tlirougl^ the swamp to our left. By direction of the general 
1 left a battalion or" five companies of the Tenth Texas, under command 
of Lieut. Col, E. B. Young, to :;t'' • ’ the line of skirmishers cover- 
ing our retreat. This battalioi' . .iptherear of the column under 

a heavy skirmishing fire, and rejoined the brigade soon after we reached 
the fort. 

On reaching the fort, by direction of the general, I took position as 
follows : My right touching the left of Garland’s brigade and my left 
prolonged toward a bayou which ran into the Arkansas Eiver in my 
rear, and just above the village of Arkansas Post. There was a space 
of about 200 yards from my extreme left to the bayou, thus leaving that 
flank completely open ; the general direction of this line was nearly east 
and west, facing to the north. 

My brigade was posted as follows, from right to left : 1st, Eighteenth 
Texas Dismounted Cavalry (Darnell’s), commanded by Lieut. Col. John 
T. Coitj- 2d, Seventeenth Texas Dismounted Cavalry, Col. James E. 
Taylor: 3d, Tenth Texas Infantry, Col. Eoger Q. Mills; 4th, Fifteenth 
Texas Dismounted Cavalry (Sweet’s), commanded by Maj. Y. P. San- 
ders; and numbered altogether about 1,600 to 1,6^ rank and file. 
These numbers I can otiI y give approximately, as all of my papers, re- 
turns, &c., as well as those appertaining to the regiments, were pilfered 
after the surrender ; but I give these numbers from my general recol- 
lection of the strength for duty iu my brigade. A large ])ortion of my 
men were armed with double-barreled shot-guns, rifles of miscellaneous 
caliber, &c., there being only 315 Enfield rifles in the four regiments. 

This new po>itioii was entirely exposed, not being protecl^l by any 
iiitrcnchineuLs whatever; and besides the open space between my left 
and the bayou, the latter was fordable along almost its entire length, 
thus leaving my rear also exposed. 

As the enemy did not immediately follow us up we commenced at 
once to throw up such slight fortifications as circumstances would per- 
mit. The log huts of the Mneteenth Arkansas Eegiment stood imme- 
diately in front of the right of my line, and I had them torn down in 
order to destroy the cover that they would otherwise afford to the 
enemy ; the logs were used in making breastworks. The general line 
of defense being indicated by the general, I pushed on the work as fest 
as possible during the entire night, as on the previous night we were 
very much delayed by the scarcity of intrenching tools; we were com- 
pelled to use pieces of board for shovels, &c. About dusk the enemy 
opened a very heavy fire at close range upon the fort from their gunboat^ 
which was kept up for about two hours. There were no casualties in 
my brigade from this fire, though a great many and shot passed 
near us. Fortunately the range of &e was such that most of the shot 
passed behind our line, and many of the shell did not explode until 
they had passed us some distance. 

By daybreak on Sunday morning, the 11th, we had finished our 
breastworks, so that it would resist anything short* of an artillery fire 
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at close range; but owing to the fact that my line terminated in open 
ground my left flank was entirely exposed, and us we had not a single 
company in reserve I felt very uneasy about that flank. There being 
heavy timber and a swamp within rifle-range on my left, I tried to 
guard the trench from being enfiladed from that quarter by con^rmcting 
traverses at intervals of about a company front, and by making a wing 
of about 40 to 45 feet at the left extremity of the trench.- 

About sunrise I could see the enemy^s columns in motion in the 
vicinity of Garland^s bricrade camp. They were moving apparently 
around my left flank, i.nd i.iso seemed to threaten an advance upon 
Uarland^s brigade upon my right ; however, the heavy growth of tim- 
ber and brush prevented me from gaining anything but occasional 
glimpses of their columns. A few minutes after sunrise we could dis- 
tinctly see what api)eared to be several battalions of the enemy march- 
ing by a flank through the swamp^ beyond the bayou, and thus gaining 
the rear of my left flank. Wishing to meet this movement, and having 
no reserve, I was forced to w^eaken my line by 'h t;n hii.g two companies 
fix)m each regiment, which I deployed as a Ihie m >.kirmi8hers along 
the bayou, commenciug where the prolongation of my line intersected 
it and extending down the bayou. Lieutenant-Colonel Koble, Seven- 
teenth Texas Dismounted Cavalry, commanded this line of skirmishers. 

Having reported this movement of the enemy to General Churchill 
he ordered Capt. Alf. Johnsou’s Texas Cavalry Spy Company, also 
Denson’s and Nutt’s Louisiana cavalry companies, all under command 
of Capt. Alf. Johnson, and numbering about 120 men, to report to me. 
I then had cavalry pickets posted along the bayou from the left of my 
line of infantry skirmishers to where the bayou joined the river and 
also had a few pickets thrown out a few hundred yards beyond the 
bayou and opposite to where the line of cavalry pickets and infantry 
skirmishers joined, thus preventing the enemy from coming in rear of 
my left without my knowledge; at the same time General Churchill 
directed Lieut. Col. A. S. lluteliinsou, commanding the Nineteenth 
Arkansas Infantry, to report to me with six companies of his regiment. 
I placed this battalion in reserve immediately in rear of the Fifteenth 
Texas and close to the trench, so as to shelter them as much as pos- 
sible. 

One section of fi-pounders and a section of 10-ponnder Parrotts from 
Hart’s Arkansas Battery, under command of Lieut. E. A. Du Bose and 
W. T. Tillei', were placed in position in the left center of my brigade, 
the right piece being on the right of the Tenth Texas Infantry. They 
were placed in line with the brigade with their proper intervals, the 
latter being filled up by the infantry. During the morning these pieces 
fired upon the enemy from time to time as their columns showed them- 
selves momentarily through openings in the timber and with marked 
effect. There was also a little desultoi-y picket skirmishing in front of 
my line, but there was no demonstration in force on the part of the en- 
emy until a few minutes after 12 m., when the gunboats came up the 
river to within close range and opened a very heavy fire upon the fort ; 

on the previous evening, however, most of the shot and shell passed 
m rear of our line. About 1 p. m. the enemy opened fire upon my line 
fix>m a number of field batteries posted on some slightly rising ground 
m my front near Garland’s brigade camp. This fire was kept up ([uitc 
rapidly and continxiously, but with scarcely any effect excepting the kill- 
mg and wounding of some of our artillery horses. How many butteries 
mey had playing upon my line 1 could not tell owing to the iiiterveumg 
brush and. timber, and they seemed to shift their positions frequently; 
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I think it probable, however, that there were five or six batteries in my 
front. 

After this fire had been kept up for about an hour the enemy pushed 
forward a column of attack of several battalions against that part of my 
line occupied by the Tenth Texas. Their artillery fire appeared to have 
been concentrated against the right of that regiment, where our artil- 
lery was posted. We did not open fire upon this column with small- 
arms until its head was within 80 to 100 yards from our line ; then we 
gave them a very deadly fire, firing by file and with marked effect, as 
after the first volley those who were not killed or woundefd fell back in 
great confusion to the shelter of the timber, from whence they kept up 
a very heavy skirriv^b^Tig fire. 

Immediately mb i* ; In-- repulse the enemy pushed another strong col- 
umn against the left of my line, occupied by the Fifteenth Texas. Here 
we met them in the same way, allowing them to come up within 80 to 
100 yards before opening fire on them, and with the same result as be- 
fo' 0 . Seeing that they were continually pressing toward my left flank, 
evidciiT'.y with the intention of pa«5sing m-ound it through the interval 
between it and the bayou, I ])ljice<] Lieu i cnunit-Colonel Hutchinson, with 
his six companies of the 'Nincteenrh Arhai'-sus, his left resting on the 
bayou and his line being nearly parallel to th<^ of my line, 

but retired somewhat so as to give him as | ■ as possible 

by sweeping with a flank fire from my left the ground over which the 
enemy would have to pass in order to reach him. This battalion had 
no intrenchments whatever, though sheltered in a measure by a pretty 
heavy growth of timber. Even after this disposition was made there 
was still an unoccupied and comparatively open space of about 100 to 
125 yards between the left of my trench and the right of the Arkansas 
battalion. The enemy made two more attacks upon the left of my line 
in heavy force, but were driven back each time, as at first, with great 
loss. They also pushed forward several columns against my line father 
to the center and right, but with the same result, never receiving more 
than one or two volleys at close range before they would be compelled 
to fall back to the cover of the timber, from whence, however, they kept 
up a very heavy and unremitting fire with long-range rifles upon us. 
We also kept up a slow and deliberate but effective fire from our sharp- 
shooters along the line and with marked effect. 

Seeing that the enemy were determined to turn my left flank, firom 
the large force beiug massed against it and extending for some distance 
beyond it to my left, I sent a request to Oolonel Q-arland for re-enforce- 
ments, if he could spare me any. He very promptly ordered twelve 
complies of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-flfth Texas Dismounted 
Cavalry and the Sixth Texas Infantry to report to me, under command 
of Lieut. Cols. P. H. Swearingen and W. M. l^eyland and’Maj. A. H. 
Phillips. These companies had to pass through a very galling fire 
almost the entire length of the line, as it was on my extreme left 
that I wanted them, and it was necessary to crawl on ^1 fours in our 
shallow trench the whole distance. 

Before these re-enforcements reached me, however, as there was a 
temporary cessation in the attack on my left, I pass^ up the line to 
the extreme right and found everything going on weU, my men in good 
spirits, &c. ; but the four pieces of artillery had been silenced some time 
before, as the enemy concealed in the timber along the front of the line 
kept up such an unremitting and intensely hot skirmishing fire that it 
was almost impossible for a man to show himself* without being struck. 
Out of the horses belonging to the four pieces and their caissons only 

j 
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After passing along my line to its extreme rigM I started to return 
toward the left, and had gotten as far as the right of my second regi- 
ment, when my volunteer aide-de-camp, Mr. E. B. Oarlee, called my at- 
tention to several small white flags, as he thought, which were dis- 
played in the left regiment of Garland’s origade. J looki'd and saw the 
flags, but I could not believe them to be white flags, aiul supposed that 
they were small company flags, such as are frequently carried by vol- 
unteer companies. They did have a dingy white color, but I supposed 
that to be owing to the peculiar light in which they were with reference 
to the sun and to the fact that they were pro^nhly faded ; moreover, 
although I knew that our heavy battery at ';»• . ■*.} i been completely 
silenced, and that one or more gunboats had passed up the river, still 
everything had gone on so well on the left wing, and as far as I knew 
in Garland’s brigade also, and knowing that it was General Churchill’s 
determination to fight to desperation, 1 did not think it i)ossible that a 
surrender could be intended, and accordingly paid no attention to these 
flags j but immediately afterward the enemy ceased firing, and a mounted 
officer bearing a white flag was seen advancing toward our line. I then 
ordered my sharpshooters to cease firing'. 

After the firing ceased the enemy showed themselves in immense 
force in three or four distinct and apparently parallel lines of battle 
and extending along my entire front and as far to the right and left as 
I could see. They were evidently bringing up very heavy reserves, but 
besides these a great many got up from wherethey had previously been 
hidden behind trees, logs, &c., in the timber to avoid our fire. The 
whole space in my front, as far as I could see through the timber, seemed 
almost black with their forces. 

As several Federal officers rode out from their lines toward our breast- 
works as soon as we ceased firing, I went out to meet them and de- 
manded of one of them (General Steele, I believe), who commanded a 
division, what the white flag meant ; he replied that our entire force 
had surrendered, and in proof thereof pointed to the white flags dis- 
played along our entire line to the right of my brigade and to their flag 
which surmounted the fort on our extreme right, which I could now 
see ficom my position in front of my line though from our line it was 
not visible. I reqnirr-d tlio Federal officer to keep his troops back until 
I could hear iroin Churchill, as I had not received from him 

any order relative to the surrender. After some delay I received a 
message from the general to the effect that though he had not surren- 
dered the forces it had been done by some unauthorized i)erson and 
the act was now accomplished. 

I was very much surprised when the firing ceased, as everything had 
gone on so well in my front. I knew that our heavy battery had been 
completely silenced some little time before and that one or more gun- 
boats had passed up the river, but I hoped that we would be able to 
hold out until night and then cut our way out. 

The battle ceased about 4.30 p. m. The loss in my brigade was sur- 
prisingly slight considering the heavy fire to which it was exposed, for 
besides the incessant and very heavy skirmishing fire from the enemy’s 
infantry which was posted all along our front, concealed in the timber 
at distances from out line varying from, say, 80 to 200 yards, there was 
a very heavy fire of artillery from a number of field batteries in our 
front, and this fire was kept up constantly excepting when they had 
to cease in order to let their assaulting columns advance. The gun- 
boats also had at times an enfilading fire upon my Jine j foituuatcly 
the greater part of their fire passed behind us. It was in their power, 
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had they known our exact position, to have taken such positions in the 
river as to have enfiladed our line. Toward the close of 

the action, after had passed the fort, their shot took us 

in reverse, and I of their shell pass over our line and 

fall among their own men in our front. My loss was 3 killed and 17 
wounded; for the names, companies, and regiments I refer you to the 
regimental reports herewith inclosed. This loss was in my brigade 
proper. Several men were wounded in that portion of Hart’s battery 
serving with me, and there were also a small number of casualties in 
the six companies of the Nineteenth Arkansas and in the companies of 
Garland’s brigade which were sent to re-enforce me ; also in the.cavalry 
companies of Oapt. Alf. Johnson’s command, but these are all taken up 
in the reports of the brigade?, to which they properly belong. 

The loss of the cneir.y oi* course it is impossible to give correctly, as I 
had no opportunity after the battle to examine the ground, but it cer- 
tainly was very heavy. I think it would be a moderate estimate to 
place their killed and wounded in my imme<bate front at from 1,000 to 
1,200; I think this an under rather than an over estimate. They made 
seven or eight distinct charges against my line and were driven back 
with heavy loss each time. I allowed them to get up to within 80 to 
125 yards before opening on them with small-arms, and as both officers 
and men were cdol aiul seir-[)()?isc5sc-(l the fire was very effective. In 
these attacks the enemy did not* charge along my whole brigade front 
at any one time, but in each case pushed forward a column of several 
regiments. The principal efforts were directed against my left. On 
the day after the battle some of the Federal ^urgeons told my acting 
brigade surgeon, who was with them upon their hospital boats, that up 
to that time 1,500 of their wounded had been brought in to them ; from 
this and other items which the Federals admitted I believe that their 
entire loss in killed and wounded was not less than 2,000. 

As to the force of the enemy I can only give an approximate estimate. 
From what Federal officers told me and from my own observation after 
the battle, I am satisfied that they had not less than 50,000 to 60,000 
men, with nine or ten gunboats and rams carrying probably about 100 
guns. They had nearly 80 transports, most of them the large Missis- 
sippi Eiver steamers. 

Where all performed their duty faithfully it is very difficult fo men- 
tion individuals without seeming to make an invidious distinction. Suf- 
fice it to say that all the members of my brigade— officers and men — did 
their full duty with zeal and alacrity. They deserve ^eat praise for 
the patience with which they worked for two entire nights upon our 
fortifications, without a single regular meal from the time that they 
were first called out on the 9th until the 12th, and also for their cool 
and steady bearing under fire, which enabled them to deliver a delib- 
erate and most de^ly fire throughout the action. With the exception 
of a few individuals llie brigade nad never been under fire beiore, and 
they deserve much credit for the calmness with which they took the ter- 
rific shelling to which they were subjected on both days. In the re- 
peated charges made by the enemy his ranks seemed actually to wither 
under our fire. I feel proud to command such men. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson with six companies of his regiment, 
Nineteenth Arkansas Infantry (Dawson’s), had to take up a new posi- 
tion on my extreme left after the action commenced, and in order to do 
so had to pass through a hot fir© qyer open ground. They took the 
I>osition assigned them promptly and maintained it handsomely during 
the action, though without any shelter other than the timber afforded 
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and tlie protection of the cross-fire from the left of my trench, which 
swept the ground iu their front* 

My thanks are due to the members of my personal staff who were pres- 
ent with me. My acting assistant adjutant-general, First Lieut. J. T. 
Hearne, and my volunteer aide-de-camp, ^Ir. E. B. Carlee, were invalu- 
able to me in carrying orders, &c., through the hottest fire. My ord- 
nance officer also, Lieut. George B. Jewell, was of gi'eat service to me 
until unfortunately captured on the 10th, when we withdrew from the 
lower line of rifle-pits, while bringing up the rear of his ammunition train 
over some boggy ground. 

Painful as the reflection is, I am forced to believe that the enemy’s 
gunboats fired upon our division hospital, though our hospital flag was 
di.<?played from it. My reasons for thinking so are that I saw the mark 
of shot upon the building evidently too large to have been flred from 
my field battery, and the position of the hospital building was such 
that it does not seem possible to me that it co.uld have been in range of 
the gunboats if firing at the fort. Assistant Surgeon Wynkoop, Fif- 
teenth Texas Dismounted Cavalry, was mortally wounded by a piece of 
shell while attending to the wounded in this hospital, and has since 
died. The field batteries also repeatedly struck this hospital, as it was 
in their range, and Dr. Wynkoop may have been killed by a shot from 
one of these. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES DBSHLEE, 

Oolonely Commanding Second Brigade^ GhurehilVs Division. 

Oapt B. S. Johnson, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 


JAHUAET 7, 1863. — Scout from Big Spring Creek toward Becky Ford, Hiss. 

B^ort of Lieut Got Edward Prince^ Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

Camp on Big- Speino Cebek, Miss., 

January 8 , 1863. 

SiE: I have to report that, in compliance with orders of the colonel 
commanding, Major Koehler, in command of three companies, started at 
daylight yesterday for Eocky Ford. On account of high stage of water 
in the Tippah he was obliged to leave his horses on this side of that 
stream and cross his men on a drift ; they proceeded within 6 miles of 
Eocky Ford. From the best information he could get there is no ferry- 
boat there. Six rebel soldiers crossed in a canoe, and are now some- 
where between the two streams with their families. The major returned 
about 9 p. m. yesterday, having traveled 30 miles, mostly on foot. 

If we remain here I would like to make an expedition of two days, 
going as far as New Albany, for the purpose of scouting the country 
and getting into a large number of horse and mule corrals along’ the 
Tallahatchie. It would be a great accommodation if I had four com- 
panies of infantry to put at the mouth of Tippah to make a bridae and 
guard it Jill my return. The Tippah is falling a little. Making this 
expedition, these infantry companies would serve also as a guard for 
onr camp. Captain Smith, of the Fourteenth Infantry (Illinois), would 
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like to go, I am sure. All they would need would be four days’ rations 
of salt, coffee, sugar, two days’ hard bread, five wall tents, &c.; could 
port to me in a day or two. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED PEINOB, 

lAmtmantrColonel, Commanding Seventh Illinois. 

Lieut. S. L. WoODWABD, 

Aotg. Asst. Adjt. (fen., First Brigade Cavalry. 


JANUAEY H, 1863. — SkirmiBh at lowry’s Ferry, Tenn. 

Be^ort of Col. B. V. Richardson, First Tennessee Partisan Bangers. 

Fatettb CoxmTY, Tenn., March 13, 1863. 

Deae Sik : On September 6, 1863 [1863], I received authority from 
the Secretary of War to organize a rcgimorit of Partisan Eangers in 
Tennessee, subject to your approval or thsit of General [Sterling] Price. 
The latter approved, and I immediately came to '^’’est Tennessee and 
began the worlv. I established a camp and rendezvous in this county, 
at Galloway’s Switch. The enemy at that time held posts at Fort Pil- 
low, Trenton, Humboldt, Jackson, Corinth, Bolivar, and Memphis. The 
field of my operations for recruiting purposes was necessarily circum- 
scribed by this cordon of military posts, and it has been by fighting and 
skirmishing with the forces of these places continually that I have been 
able to hold all of Tipton and Fayette Counties and parts of Haywood, 
Hardeman, and Shelby Counties. It has required about four months to 
recruit and organize my regiment. 

On February 14, ultimo, I completed the organization by holding an 
election by ballot for a lieutenant-colonel and major. James U. Green 
was elected to the first and Berry [B.J Benson to the last named office. 
I also have appointed, subject to the Presi(fontf8 approval, Pinkney M. 
Pate as quartermaster; Alexander W. Loving, first lieutenant in Capt. 
E. Burn)w’s company, as adjutant; George W. Bennett as commis- 
sary; Clirislopher Dickson, M. D., as surgeon; John B. Scarborough, 
M. D., as assistant surgeon, and Eev. Marion Zelner as chaplain of what 
I claim to bc the First Tennessee Eegiment of Partisan Eangers, 0. S. 
Army. I have ten companies organized and five more in process of 
organization. I had made out full and complete muster-rolls of my oom- 
panies, but have lost them in a recent engagement with the enemy. I 
will have them made out again as soon as practicable and forward them. 
Up to this time I have been acting under orders from Lieut. Gen. [J. C.J 
Pemberton. I am informed now that you have command of all Con- 
federate forces in Tennessee, and make this hasty report. My efforts to 
raise a regiment have been attended with much peril and many skir- 
mishes. 1 have steadily increased, armed, and equipped my force within 
the enemy’s lines, although cut off from all connections nearly with my 
Government and superior officers. I have been vested with large dis- 
cretion, and refer to my general report to Lieutenant-General Pember- 
ton as to the manner in which I have exercised it. It will suffice now 
to say that I had to meet the enemy in overwhelming force the next day 
after"^! went into camp in October last, and since that time up to this 
day some portion or all of my forces have had nearly daily conflicts with 
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him- We have fought two general engagements and have had innn- 
skiimiiislics* 

On January 11 last, with a force of 200 men, we fought the Third 
Michigan Cavalry (numbering 600 men, armed with Colt’s repeating 
rifles), from 12 m. to 5 p. m., at Lowry’s Ferry, in Haywood County, 
across Hatchie Eiver. Our loss was 1 man severely and 1 slightly 
wounded. The enemy admitted a loss of 13 killed and 20 w oundcd. 
The enemy retired from and we held the battle-field.* 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ ’ E. V. RICHAEDSOH, 

Colonel, Oommandvrig First Tennessee Partisan Rangers, 


JAHTTAET 16, 1868.— Expedition from Fort Henry to Waverly, Tenn. 


Re^t of Brig. Qen. Alexander Ashoth, U. 8. Army, commanding Dis- 
trict of Oolumhus, 


Janxjaey 17, 1863. 

General : Six 8-incb Lowitzers are mounted at Fort Halleck, Colum- 
bus. They will be brought to the river at daybreak to-morrow and 
shipped with the ammunition as soon as possible. 

During the snow-storm yesterday Colonel Lowe, commanding Fort 
Henry, sent out an expedition to Waverly, which captured 1 major, 
2 captains, 1 quartermaster, 1 sergeant, and 7 privates belonging to 
different regiments of the Confederate Army, together with horses, 


arms, &c. 


ASBOTH, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Maj. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

Oomdg. Detriment of the Tennessee, Memphis, Tenn. 


ALTJSBNATJS DESIGNATIONS OF OBGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS 

YOLVMEA 

Abbott’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, dOfk Begiment. 

Adams’ (F. W.) Infentry. See Mississippi Troops, 28th Begiment. 

Adams’ (Wirt) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops. 

Alexander’s (Jesse 1.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, ^9th Begiment. 

Anderson’s (Ohiistopher H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, lOth Begiment. 

Appeal Artillery. See Arkansas Troops. • 

Archer’s (James W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 4Bik Begiment. 

Armstrong’s (Robert) Artillery. See MtssovH Troops, Union, 1st Begt., Battery M. 
Ashford’s (A E.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 2Stk Begiment. 

Anlt’s (J. R.) Infantry. See Missowri Troops, Union, IStA Begiment. 

Baboock’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See UUnois Troops, 7lh Begiment. 

Baker's (James) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Begiment. 

* Portion here omitted relates to skirmish near Covington, March 9, and will be 
found printed in Series I, Vol. XXIV, Part I, p. 425. 
tRemrences are to index following. 
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Baker’s (Samuel E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 47t1i Begiment. 

Baldwin’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, SSd Begiment 
Ballentine’s (John G.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 

Banbury’s (Jahezt) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 17 th Begiment, 

Barbour’s (J. G.) Cavaliy. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, IBth Battalion, 
Barlow’s (W. P. ) Artillery . See Watson Artillery, 

Barrett’s (Samuel E.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, \st Begiment, Battery B, 
Barry’s (William S.) I nfa ntry. See Mississippi Troops, 2&th Begiment, 

Barteau’s (C. R.) Cavalry.' See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Barter’s (Richard F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Mth Begiment, 

Bartilson’s (M. H.) Infa ntry. See Ohio Troops, ^th Begiment, 

Beardsley’s (Ezra M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 12iBtk Begiment. 

Beck’s (F. B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 23d Begiment, 

Belknap’s (W. W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, l^th Begiment. 

Bell’s (Hiram P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 43d Begiment. 

Bennett’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, QQth Begiment, 

Benson’s (B. B.) Cavalry, See B. V. Bieliardson^s Cavalry, 

Benton Hussars, Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ^th Begiment. 

Biffle's (Jacob B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Binford’s Partisans. Official designation unknown. See Captain Bvnford, 
Bissell’s (Josiah W.) Engineers. See Missouri Tt'oops, Union, 

Bledsoe’s (H. M.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 

Blood’s (James H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Begiment, 

Blount’s (Ambrose A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, i7th Battery. 

Boggess’ (J. S.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 3d Begiment, 

Bolton’s (William H.) Axtillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery L, 
Boomer’s (George B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 26th Begiment. 
Boone’s (Squire) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Begiment, 

Bouch’s (G.) Infantry. See Wisoonsin Troops, IBth Begiment. 

Bouanchaud’s (A.) Artillery. See Points Goupde Artillery. 

Bowman’s (Robert) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery L 
Boyd’s (James P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 116th Begiment. 

Brackett’s (Alfred B.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 6th Begiment. 

Breckenridge’s (W. K. M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6th Begiment, 
Brent’s (P.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 68ih Begiment. 

Bridges’ (H. W.) Sharpshooters. See Stirman^s Sharpshooters. 

Brott’s (E. C.) Infantry. See HUnois Troops, 83d Begiment 
Brotaunann’s (Edward) Artillery. See Charles Mannas Artillery, 

Brunner’s (John F.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment, Battery L 
Bryan’s (W. C.) Artillery. See Appeal Artillery. 

Burgh’s (Hemy B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 9th Begiment. 

Burke’s (Patrick E.) Sharpshooters. See Missouri Troops, Union, 14th Begiment. 
Bumap’s (Silas A.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 7th Battery. 

Bturows’ (Adrian A.) Artillery. (See Ohio Troops, 16th Battery.) 

Burrow’s (Reuben) Cavalry. See B. V. Bichardson^s Cavalry. 

Bursley’s (A. A.) Artillery. See Watson Artillery. 

Callicott’s (John A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 29th Begiment, 

Carpenter’s (Stephen J.) Artillery. See Wisoonsin Troops^ Bth Battery. 
Caruthers’ (C. K. ) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 

Cavender’s (John S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 29ih Begiment 
Chambers’ (Alexander) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Idf/i Begiment. 

Chapman’s (Fletcher H.) Artillery. See HUnois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery B. 
Chase’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Union Troops, Begulars, IZtk Regiment. 


TempoTarOy 
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Clxetlain’s (Aug. L.) Infantry. See IJlinois Troops, IWi BegimenU 
Chicago Light Artillery. See Illinois Troops^ Ist Begiment, Battery A, 

Clanton’s (James H.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Ist Begiment 
Clark Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 

Clark’s (George W.) Infantry. See loiva Troops, 34/^ Begiment. 

Clayton’s (William Z.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, lai Battery. 

Coit’s (JohnT.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, \%th Begiment. 

Colbert’s (W. H.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 40th Begiment. 

Coleman's ( A. A. ) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 40th Begiment. 

Coleman’s (David C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Begiment. 
Conant’s (John H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, Ist Begiment Battery S. 
Constable’s (A.G. A.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, llth Battery. 

Cooke’s (G. F.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, Ist Battery. 

Cooley’s (C. G.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Coon^s (D. E.) Cavalry. See loica Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Cowan’s (J. J.) Artillery. Sec Mississippi Troops, laf Begiment, Battery Q-. 
Cowan’s (John) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, lOth Begiment. 

Cox’s (N. N.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Crawford’s (J, H.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 8Qth Begiment. 
Crossland’s (Ed.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 7th Begiment. 
Crump’s (Colonel [?]) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 35i^ Begiment. 

Commings’ (H. J. B. ) Infantry. Sec Iowa Troops, Begiment. 

Curtis’ (Isaac W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Begiment, Battery K. 

Cntter’s (George W.) Ajiullery. See MissouH Troops, Union, 1st Begt., Battery B. 
Daily’s (E.) Cavalry. See B. V. Bichardson's Cavalry. 

Damall’s (William W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, llth Regiment. 

Darnell’s (Nicholas H.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 18th Begiment, 

Davis’ (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, I8th Begiment. 

Davis’ (John A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Adth Begiment. 

Dawson’s (C. L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, l^th Begiment. 

Dawson's (W. A.) Cavalry. See F. M. StetwarVs Cavalry. 

Dawson’s (W. E.) Artillery. See Saint Louis Artillery. 

Dees’ (Alexander W.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, Zd Battery. 

DeGolyer*s (Samuel) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 8lih Battery. 

Dengler’s (Adolph) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 4Zd Begiment. 

Denson’s (W. B.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops. 

Dibrell’s (George G.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Dillon’s (Henry) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Battery. 

Dister’s (Peter) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 68th Begiment. 

Dockery’s (T. P.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, I9th Begiment. 

DoUins’ (J. J.) Cavalry. See W. Stewart’s Cavalry. 

Donm’s (John L.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 17 th Begiment. 

Doss’ (W. L.) I nfan try. See Mmissippi Troops, I4ih Begiment. 

Dongherty’s (Capt.) Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See Capt. Dougherty. 
Dresser’s (Jasper nL) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d*Begiment, Battery D. 
Drew’s (Newit J.) Artillery. See JAmasippi Troops, Ist Begiment, Battery F, 

Du Bose’s (E. A.) Artillery. See William Mea t’s Artillery. 

Duncan’s (W. A.) ArtOlery. See Mississippi Troops, laf Begiment, Battery B. 
Dunham’s (Cyrus L.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 60th BegimenL 
Dunlop’s (Isaac L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 9th Begiment. 

Dupeire’s (Saint L.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops. 

Durkee’s (Samuel T.) ArtiUery. See lUinois Trgops, 2d Begiment, Battery G. 
Easterling’s (W. K.) Infantry. See JAaaiaaippi Troops, 4l6th Begiment 
Eddy’s (Norman) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 4m. Begiment 
EmerBon’s (D. M.) Cavahy. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6ih Begiment 
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Emerson's (Frank) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, &7th Regiment, 

Engelmann’s (A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, AM Regiment, 

Engineer Regiment of the West. See Missouri Troops, Union, BisselVs RegimenL 
Evans’ (Frank) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Regiment 

Falkner's (W. C.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Isi Regiment, Partisan Rangers, 
Fails’ (J. L.) Artillery. See Clark Artillery, 

Faulkner’s (W. W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 

Fletcher’s (T. C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, "31st Regiment 
Flood’s (James P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, M Regiment, Battery <7. 

Fonda’s (John G.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 118/fe Regiment 
Force's (Manning F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 20#^ Regiment 
Ford’s (William) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 

Forrest Gnards Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Forrest’s (N. B.) Cavalry Regiment. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Foster’s (Jacob T.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, Ist Battery, 

Foster's (John S.) Cavalry. e Ohio Troops, 4th Company, 

Freeman s (S. L.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

French's Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See French, 

French’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 120f^ Regiment. 

French's (George R.) Infantry. See Ohno Troops, 22d Regiment 
Fiisbie's (Orton) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Regiment, 

Proman's (Anderson) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ll6th Regiment, 

Ftinke's (Otto) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, IXth Regiment, 

GKbson's (Major) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Ath Battalion, 

Gilbert’s (Alfred W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 39ih Regiment, 

Gilliam’s (Capt.) Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See Capt GiXUem, 
Gillmore’s (Robert A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 26th Regiment, 

Gorgas' (Adam B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 13tli Regiment, 

Graves’ (William H.) Infantry. See Michigan Troope, 12th Regiment 
Green's (Charles) ArtiUezy. See Miseouri Troops, Union, Ist Regiment, Battery K, 
Green’^ (J. W.) Cavalry. See R, V. Riohardeon^s Cavalry. 

Grier's (D. P.) Infantry. See IlUnoie Troops, 77th Regiment 
Grierson's (B. H.) Cavalry. See TlHnoie Troops, 6ih Regiment, 

Griffiths' (Henry H.) Artillety. See Iowa Troops, 1st Battery, 

Gnibor’s (Henry) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 

Gximbart's (George C.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery JB, 
Gnppey’s (Joshna J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2Zd Regiment, 

Gurley's (F. B.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Ath Regiment 
Hackett's (Ephraim L.) Artillexy. See Wisconsin Troops, Isi Battery, 
gall’s (Cyrus) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, lAth Regiment, 

Hall’s (William) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, llih Regiment, 

Hall’s (Winchester) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 26ih Regiment, 

Hancock's (John) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, lAth Regiment 
Harris’ Guerrillas. Officisd designation unknown. See Captain Hmrie, 
Harrison's (S. R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 1st Regiment, 

Hart’s (James H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, list Regiment, 

Hart's (J. B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, A6th Regiment 
Hart's (Levi W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery M, 

Hart's (William) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, 

Hassendeubel’s (Francis) Infantry. See I^owri Troops, Union, 17th JSe^wieitt 
Hatch’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment, 

Hawkins' (E. R.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 2Sfth Regiment 
Hawkins’ (Henry P.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, 
Hawkins' (Isaac R.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7fh Regimgiit, 
pCayes' (Charles S.) Cavalry. S^ QMo Troops, 6th Regiment, 
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Haywood’s (R. W.) Partisan Rangers. See Tennessee TroopSy Confederate, 
Hedden^s (W. H.) Artillery. See Keniudky Troops, Confederate, 

Henderson’s (E. J.) Infentry. See Georgia Troops, 42d BegxTnent, 

Henderson’s (Thomas) Partisans. Official designation unknown. See Thomas 
Senderson, 

Herrick’s (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Begiment 
•BTiggintt * (Edward) Infentry. See Louisiana Troops, Begiment, 

Hight’s (W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 9th Battery, * 

Hill’s (A. P.) Partisans. See Mississippi Troops. 

Hofl5nann’s (Louis) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ath Battery, 

Hoge’s (George B.) Diiantry. See Illinois Troops, 113ifc Begiment. 

Hogg’s (Harvey) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Hogg’s (W. N.) Artillery. See Appeal Artillery. 

Holman’s (John H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ^th Begiment, 

Holmes’ (Samuel A.) InGantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, lOth Begiment, 

Homey’s (Leonidas) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Begiment. 

Howe's (Marshall S.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Begulars, Zd Begiment, 
Hozton’s(L.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei^ate, 

Hubbard’s (Luoins F.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, Bth Begiment. 

Hudgen’s (Daniel W.) Artillery. See Francis McNally* s Artillery. 

Hudson Artillery. See Pettus Flying Artillery. 

Hurlbut’s (F. J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 57 th Begiment. 

Hurst's (Fielding) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Qth Begiment, 

Hurt’s (D. W.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 33d Begiment. 

HutcWnson’a (A. S.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Dawson* s 19th Begiment. 
Immell’s (Lorenzo D.) Artillery. See WiscoTtsin Troops, l^th Battery. 

Jackson’s (W. H.) Cavalry Regiment. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Jaxnes’ (Edward A.) Artillery. See William JS. Bolton* s Artillery. 

Jefferson’s (John W.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, Begiment. 

Jenkins’ (Wilton A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Begiment. 

Jenks’ (Albert) Cavalry. See Illino%s Troops, 

Johnson’s (Abda) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, AOth Begiment. 

Johnson’s (Alfred) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Johnson’s (Amory K.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 28th Begiment. 

Johnson’s (H. P.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 20th Begiment, 

Jobnacm’B (William H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 28ih Begiment, 

Johnston’s (Frank) Artilleiy. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery A, 
Johnston’s (Henry S.) Artillery. See Clark Battery. 

Jones’ (Bart) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops. 

Jones’ (John J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, AUh Begiment. 

Jones’ (William) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 53d Begiment, 

Kane County Cavalry. See Dlinois Troops. 

Keigwin’s (James) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, A9th Begiment. 

Kershner’s Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 16th Begiment. 

Kidd’s (Meredith H.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, lAth Battery. 

King’s (Houston) Artillery. See Clark Artillery. 

Kinney’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 119th Begiment ' 

Kirby’s (Dennis T.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Qth Begiment 
KLrkbride’s (Andrew B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Toops, 3d Begiment 
Koniuszeskr’s (LadislansE.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 26th Begiment 
Lady Richardson Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment, Battery D, 
Lamberg’s (C. A.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, Zd Battery. 

Landgraeber’s (Clemens) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union. 

Landis’ (John C.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 

Landry’s (J. O.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 29th Begiment 
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Iia nni ng^s (Richard) In fa n try. See Ohio Troops, 80th Regiment, 

Iianphere’s (Charles H.) Artillezy. See Michigan Troops, 7ih Battery. 

Lay’s (John P.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, Qth Regiment. 

Layton’s (P. S.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Lee’s (Albert L.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, lih Regiment. 

Leggett’s (Mortimer D.) Infan try. See Ohio Troops, 78th Regiment. 

Le Grro’s (Ehenezer) I nf a n try. See Minnesota Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Lester’s (J. D.) I nfant ry. See Mississippi Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Lewis’ (W. W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 0th Regiment, 

Lindsay’s (Frank) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 1«^ Regiment. 

Little’s (Montgomery) Cavalry. See Forrest Guards. 

Lockhart’s (W. A.) Artillery. See J. L. Wofford? s Artillery. 

Logan’s (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Loomis’ (Reuben) Cavalry. See Illinois .Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Love’s (Hiram W.) Cavalry. See lotoa Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Lowry’s (Robert) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 6 th Regiment. 

Lucas’ (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, I6th Regiment. 

Lttcas’ (William) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Lyles’ (0. P.) Infantry. See ArTcansas Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Lyon’s (H. B.) Infaintry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment 
Macauley’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 11th Regiment. 

McCalla’s (Nathaniel) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 10th Regiment. 

McCarley’s (Moses) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 23d Regiment. 

McCauley’s (Patrick H.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 17ik Regiment. 
McClanahan’s (John W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 53d Regiment. * 

McCook’s (Edwin S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Slsi Regiment. 

McCulloch Avengers. Official designation unknown. 

McCulloch’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Begimewi. 
McCullough’s (William) Cavalry. See IlUnois Troops, 4tk Regiment. 

McDermott’s (John) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 15*A Regiment. 

McDowell’s (H. T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, d9th Regiment. 

McGuire’s (John W. H.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 14ih Battery. 

McIntosh’s (G. W.) Artillery. See William Harfs Artillery. 

McLain’s (Robert) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Zlth Regiment. 

McLean’s (John D.) Ajrtillery. See Wisconsin Troops, dth Battery. 

MacMurray’s (Jnnius W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Onion, Regiment, BaU 
tery M. 

McNally’s (Francis) ArtOlexy. See Arkansas Troops. 

McNeil’s (Quincy) Cavalry. See IlUnois Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Malmborg’s (Oscar) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Regiment. 

Mann’s (Charles) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, Isi Regiment, Battery C. 
Mansfield’s (F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Begiment. 

Mentor’s (F. H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 32d Begiment. 

March’s (C.) Artillery See Ohio Troops, bth Battery. 

Matson’s (Bellamy S.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, bth Battery. 

Matthies’ (Charles L.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Zth Regiment. 

Maupln’s ( W. D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 
Maurice’s (ThomasD. ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery F. 
Maxwell’s (James 0. ) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Sik Regiment. 

Mayfield's (Manning*) Infantry. See lUmois Troops, 29ih Regmemt. 

Meek!s (Basil D.) Cavalry. See IlUnois Troops, Mih Rogimont. 

Mercantile Artillery. See Charles G. Cooky^s Artillery. 

Mersy’s (August) Infantry. See IlUnois Troops, Regiment. 


T^poranly commanding. 



804 


WEST TENN. AND NOETHEEN MISS. 


[Chap, X3CTX , 


Miles’ (J. Ehett) ArtiBery. See L, Eoxion’s Artillery. 

Mills’ (R. Q.) Infantry. See Texa^ Troops, Xdth Begiment 
Minty’s (R. H, G.) Cavalry. Sec Michigan Troops, M Begiment 
Mitchell’s (J. W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery B, 
Mitchell’s (W. R.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops. 

Mizner’s (Jolin K.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Zd Begiment. 

Monrce’s (G. W.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 22d Begiment. 
Montgomery’s (F. A.) Cavalry. See Missis^ppi Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Moore’s (David) In^ntry. See Jfi««ouri Troops, Union, Begiment. 

Moore’s (Edwin) Infantry. See MissovH Troops, Union. 2l8t Begiment. 

Moore’s (Frank A.) Artillery. See Francis McNally^ s Artillery. 

Morgan’s (William H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 26th Begiment. 

Morrison’s (C harles H.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 31»^ Begiment. 

Morton's Artillery. See Indiana Troops, Qth Battery. 

Morton’s (J. W., jr.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Morton’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Slsi Begiment. 

Moyers’ (G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Zd Begiment. 

Mndd’s (John J.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Mueller’s (Michael) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 6th Battery. 

Mnnch’s (Emil) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, Ist Battery. 

Mnngen’s (William) Infentiy. See Ohio Troops, 67th Begiment. 

Murphy’s (R C-)Infentry. See Wisconsin Troops, Qih Begiment. 

Kapi r’s (T. A.) Cavalry, Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Nash’s (George S.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment, Battery D, 
Neely’s (G. W.) Infant ry. See Illinois Troops, 131fif Begiment. 

Neil’s (Henry M.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 11th Battery. 

Nelson’s (A.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 10/A Begiment. 

Neyland’s (W, M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 26th Begiment. 

Noble’s (Silas) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Noyes’ (Edward F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Z9th Begiment. 

Nutting’s (Oscar F.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, l«f Battery. 

Nutt’s (L, M.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops. 

CyHarnett’s (M. J.) Cavalry. See W. Stewart^ s Cavalry. 

Ohr’s (S. P.) I nfant ry. See IlUnois Troops, Begiment. 

Old’s (James) ArtiUery. See W. E. Damon’s Artillery. 

OHvei^s (W- 8.) I nf a nt ry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7ih Begiment. 

Orr’s (John M.) I nfant ry. See Indiana Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Outlaw’s (D. A.) Cavalry. See Missismppi Troops. 

Owen’s (Richard) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 60th Begiment. 

Oabnm’s (Lyndorf) Infentry. See IlUnois Troops, 31sf Begiment 
Paddock’s (John W.) Infantry. See IllinoU Troops, 113<A Begiment 
Palmer’s (James J . ) Infantry. See im-nois Troops, 45fA Begiment 
Pardee’s (Don A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 42d Begiment 
Parker’s (J. R.) Infantry. See OAio Troops, 48<A Begiment. 

Parker’s (T. F.) tofantry. See Missiasippi Troops, 26th Begiment 
Patterson s (William F.) Bugineers. See Kewtudcy Troops, Union. 

Pease’s (Phineas) Infant ry. See IlUnois Troops, 49fA BegimeKt 
Pennington’s (A. A) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 26d Begiment 
Perczel’s (Nicholas) In&ntry. See lovm Troops, lOfA Begiment. 

Per kins ’ (Marland L.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4tA Begiment. 

PetCTs’ (R. A. ) Infentry. See Illinois Troops, 131sf Begiment 
Pettus Flying Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 

Phmps’ (A. L.) Infantry. See Tessas Troops, 6ih Begiment 
Phillis* (C. D.) Infantry. See Georgia Tro<^, 52d Begiment. 

J>hillip8’(J. J.)Infentry. See Illinois Troops, 9th Begimimt 
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Pinson^s (R. A.) Cavalry. See MiattinBippi Troops^ 1st Itegimmt 
Pointe Coupee Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, 

Porter’s (Ed. E.) Cavalry. See John G. BalUnUn^s Cavalry, 

Portia’ (John W.) Inf a nt ry. See Alabama Troops, ASid Regiment 
Portlock’s (E. E., jr.) Infantry. See ArJcansas Troops, 2iih BegimeiU. 

Powell^s (Albert M. ) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery M, 

Prince’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 1th Regiment 

Pugh’s (Isaac C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Alst Regiment 

Purcell’s (William) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Wh Regiment 

Puterbaugh’s (S. D.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 11th Regiment 

Putnam’s (James F.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Sth Battery. 

Hapley’s (W. F.) Sharpshooters. See Arlcansas Troops. 

Raum’s (Green B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 5Qth Regiment 

Raynor’s (W. H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 56tA Regiment 

Reid’s (Hugh T.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, lUh Regiment 

Reynolds* (Thomas) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, Wth Regiment 

Rice’s (Americns Y.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, hlth Regiment 

Rice’s (Elliott W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 1th Regiment 

Richardson’s (Henry) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Richardson’s (Robert) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 11th Regiment 

Richardson’s (R. V.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Richardson’s (S. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Ricker’s (E. G.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 6ih Regiment. 

Ridley’s (Samuel Jones) Artillery. See MRssissippi Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 
Riley’s (A. C.) Infantry. See Missowi Troops, Confederate, Isf Regiment. 

Rinaker’s (John I. ) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, JSQd Regiment 
Robbins’ (George W.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 8fh Regiment 
Robertson’s (J. W.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Regiment. 

Rogers’ (George 0.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Ihth Regiment • 

Rogers’ (John A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 1th Regiment 
Rogers’ (W. P.) Sharpshooters. See Texas Troops, 2d Regiment 
Rowan’s (John A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 8Qd Regiment 
Rugg^es’ (James M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment 
Rugg’s (DeWitt 0.) Infantry, See Indiana Troops, ABlh Regiment 
Russell’s (A. A.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Ath Regiment 
Rutherford’s (Friend S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 9l71h Regiment 
Saint Louis Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Sanborn’s (J. B.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, Aih Regiment 
Sanders’ (Addison H.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 16tii Regiment 
Sanders’ (V. P.) Cavalry. See Teoats Troops, ISfh Regiment 
Sands’ (Frank C.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, llih Battery. 

Sanford’s (William W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ABQi Regiment 
Scales’ (Captain) Cavalry. OfQlcial designation unknown. See Captain Scales. 
Schadt’s (Otto) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 20ih Regiment 
Scott’s (Oliver H. P.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Scott’s (Robert K.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, QHHh Regiment 
Sears’ (Cyrus) Artillery, See Ohio Troops, 11<A Battery. 

Seley’s (Abel H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, hth Begiment 
Sengstak’s (Herman) Artillery See Alaibama Troops. 

Shane’s (John) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Regiment, 

Shedd’s (Warren) Infantry. See MUnois Troops, Regiment 
Shelby’s ( W. B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Regiment. 

Shepard’s (Isaac F.) Ihfantty. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment 
Skeel’s (David) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 80ih Regiment 
Siemens’, (W. F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, 2d Megimmt 
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Smith’s (Jason B.) ArtUlezy. See Jllinoia Troops , let Begimmt, Battery K. 

Smith’s ( J. L. Kirby) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 43d Begiment. 

Smith's (Josejih C.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 5^7* Begiment 
Smith’s (Milo) Inf^try. See Iowa Troops, 26th Begiment, 

Smith’s (T. Kilby) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 64th Begiment, 

Smyth's (William) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Begiment, 

Snook's (John S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 66th Begiment, 

Spanlding*s Guerrillas. OMcial designation unknown. See Spaulding, 
Spaulding’s (Z. S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 27ih Begiment, 

Spear’s (Edward, jr.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 16th Battery, 

Spoor’s (Nelson T.) Artillery. See Iowa Troops, 2d Battery, 

Sprague’s (J, W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 63d Begiment, 

Springheld Artillery. See Thomas F. Vaughn’s Artillery, 

Stacy’s (James D.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 6th Begiment, 

Starke’s (Peter B.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 26ih Begiment, 

Starnes’ (J. W.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Starring’s (Frederick A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 72d Begiment, 

Stenbeck’s (Andrew) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery Jff. 
Sterling’s (Levi) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Begiment, 

Stewart’s (F.M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, ConfederatSm 
Stewart's (W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops. 

Stirman’s (Ras) Sharpshooters. See Arkansas Troths. 

Stocks’ (J. G.) Cavalry. See W, JS. Jackson’s Cavalry, 

Stone’s (George A.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 26th Begiment, 

Street’s (Solomon G.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, State, 

Strickland’s (William T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 62d Begiment, 

Stuart’s (David) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 56th Begiment, 

Swarthout's (William) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 50th Begiment, 

Sw^yne’s (Wager) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 43d Begiment. 

Swearingen’s (P. H.) Cavalry. See Textis Troops, 24th Begiment. 

Sweet’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 16th Begiment 
Tanrath’s (Benjamin) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment, Bat- 
tery I, 

Tarleton’s (J. A.) Artillery. See M, S. WarWs ArUUery, 

Tennison’s (Otto M.) I nfan try. See Kansas Troops, Isi Begiment 
Thielemann’s (Christian) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 

Thomas’ (Allen) Infantry, Ixmisiana Troops, mh Begiment 
Thompson’s (A. P.) Infantry. See Kentwiky Troops, Confederate, 3d Begiment 
Thrush's (W. A.) Ihfantiy. See Illinois Troops, 47tk Begiment 
Thurber's (Charles H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment Bat^ 
tery I, 

Tiller’s (W. T.) Artilleiy, , See * WilUam Sari’s Artillery. 

Timmins’ (W.C.)Infaptiy. See Texas Troops, 2d Begiment 
Tobin’s (Thomas F.) Artillery. See L. Soxton’s ArUUery. 

Tolendano’s (E. A.) Artillery. See Watson Artillery. 

Torrence’s (William G.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 30ih Begiment, 

True’s (James M.) Infentry. See JUinois Troopr, 62d Begiment 
Trumbull’s (Matthew M.) Infan try. See Iowa Troops, 3d Begiment 
Tapper’s (Nathan W.) Infantry. See lUinois Troops, 116<fc Begiment 
Tweeddale’s (William) EngiiieerB^ See Fngine^ Begiment of the West, 

^e’s (John P.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery L 
Vanee s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 96th Begiment, 

Vandever’s (William) Infantry. $ee lowfl. Troops, Begiment. 

Vaughn’s (Thomas F.) Artillery. See mnois Troops, 

Wade’s ( W. B. ) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Begulairs, 8th BegtmmL 
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Wade’s (William) Artillery. Seo Missouri Troops, Confederate, 

Walker’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, \nt Regiment, 

Ward’s (M. S.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, 14th Battalion, 

Warner’s (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops^ lOStA Regiment, 

Watson Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, 

Wanl’s (T. N.) Iiegion. See Texas Troops, 

Weaver’s (James B.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment, 

Weber’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, llfft Regiment. 
Webster (D.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1«< Battery, 

Weem’s (J. W.) Artillery. See J, L, Woffords Artillery, 

Welker’s (Frederick) Artillery- See Missouri Troops, Union, 1«* Regiment, Bat- 
tery JET. 

Wells’ (Samuel T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 50f/i Regiment, 

Western Sharpshooters, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 14th Regiment. 
Wharton’s (Jack) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, ^th Regiment, 

Wheeler’s (J. T.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Wheelock’s (Arthur B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 7th Battery, 

White’s (H. B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 10th Battery. 

Whitfield’s (J. W.) Legion. See Texas Troops, 27th Regiment Cavalry. 

Wilcox’s (John S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 52d Regiment, 

Wilkes’ (P- C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 24th Regiment, 

Willcox (Lyman G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment, 

Williams* (George A.) Siege Artillery.* See George A, Williams. 

Williams’ (W. S.) Artillery. See OAio Troops, Zd Battery. 

Williamson’s (James A.) Infeintry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment, 

Wilson’s (P. C.) Artillery- See Charles G. Cooley^ s Artillery. 

Wofford’s (Jeff. L.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 
Woods’ (Charles R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 76th Regiment. 

Woods’ (Oliver) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 22d Regiment, 

Woods’ (P. P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A, 
Woodward’s (T, G.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, Ist Regiment. 
Worthington’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 4&th Regiment, 

Wright’s (Clark) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 
Witherspoon’s (W. W.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 36<A Regiment, 

7ates’ Sharpshooters, Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 64th Regiment, 

Young’s (John L.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Young’s (E. B.) InfEuitry. See Texas Troops, lOiA Regiment. 


^Im^roTised. 
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Brigades, JXvisions, Corps, Armies, and improwisedorganUaitons are ‘^^Menti&ned^tmdsr wme^ 
commanding officer; State and other organizations under tJuir official designation, iSeeAUsmsde 
Designations, pp. 798-807.) 


Abbott, Charles H. 

Mentioned 652,659,769 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 28-29, 1862 661 

Abbott, H. S. Mentioned 49 

Abercrombie, John C. Mentioned 340,360 

Abemethy, Jacob. Mentioned 317 

Achenbach, William. Mentioned 632,743 

Ackerman, Joseph E. Mentioned 319 

Adams, Albert. Mentioned 684 

Adams, Amos M. Mentioned - 116 

Adams, Charles S. Mentioned 311 

Adams, P. W. Report of engagement at Inks, Miss., September 19, 1862 . 134 

Adams, James P. Mentioned 353,355,358 

Adams, John. Correspondence with Daniel Rnggles.... ...... .... ...... 542 

Adams, John Q. Mentioned 352,358 

Adams. Wirt. Mentioned 35, 122, 136, 378, 380, 383, 392-394, 447 

Adjutant-General’s Office, XT. S. A. 

Orders General, series 1863: Wo. 11, 516. 

Adjutant and Inspector G^eneral’s Office, C. S. A. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 787 

Churchill, Thomas J 780 

Garland, B. R 786 

Holmes, TheophilusH 782 

Johnston, Joseph E 789 

Pemberton, John C 685 

War Department, C. S 789 

Orders, Genewd, series 1863 : No. 3, 789. 

Adkins, J. K. P, Mentioned 6 

Adkins, T. J. Mentioned 491 

Adriatic, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Akers, WiUiam. Mentioned 282 

Alabama. Operations in. See ybrOern ^hhama, 

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— Ra«»r/cs : Sengstak’s, 375, 383, 385, 388, 394, 395. 

Cavalry— 1st, 5,7; 4th,* 693-595.598,599. 


infantry— 4th, 375, 407, 409. Regiments: 23d, 684, 689; 

31st, 375, 407, 409, 695 ; SSth, 375, 407-409 ; 37th, 123, 132, 133, 374, 382^ 

688 ; 40th, 666 ; 42d, 375, 383,397-399. 

Aldrich, John K. Mentioned 372 

^Primrta Jsimaxy, 1383, known aa TenTioaoee BattaHan. 

( 809 ) 
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INDEX. 


l*aire. 

Alexander, Jesse Z. 

Mc'ntioned 207, 216, 217, 222 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations m pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 - 218 

Alexander, William L. Mentioned - *^1 

Algee, Captain. Mentioned 53 

Alger, Russell A. Mentioned - 17,20 

Alhambra, Steamer. Mentioned ........ 139 

Aiian^ . Mentioned 26 

Allen, Benjamin. Mentioned - 176,335,340 

Allen, D. P. Mentioned - 22 

Allen, John H. Mentioned 314 

Allen, Robert. Mentioned 473 

Alien, Robert, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

AUender, William P. Mentioned 661,562 

Alton, City of, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Amsden, Marcus. Mentioned 241 

Anderson, General, Steamer. Mentioned 614, 623 

Anderson, Christopher H. Mentioned 533 

Anderson, C. L. Mentioned 317 

Anderson, John S. Mentioned 769 

Anderson, T. S. Mentioned - 781,783,784 

Anderson, W. Ii. Mentioned 410 

Andrews, Greorge W. . Mentioned 663 

Andrews, Harman. Mentioned 197,199 

Antrim, J. S. Mentioned 579 

Applegate, C. Mentioned 414 

Archer; James W. 

Mentioned 207,217 

Report of battle of Corinth, Mias., October 3-4, 1862 218 

Archer, Matthias W. Mentioned 632 

Archer, Samson M. Mentioned 106, 107 

Axgyle, Duke o3^ Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Arlr;aTi»flft 


Operations in, November 20, 1862-Decemher 31, 1863. See Arkansas Post, 

Ark, Expedition against, Jan, 4-17, 1863, and engagement at, Jan, 

10-11, 1863. 

Proclamation of Warren Stewart to people of 720 

■Arkanaas Troops. Mentioned. 

ArtUlery, Light— flaftw/es .• Appeal, 375, 383, 385, 388, 395, 401, 4b4 ; Hart’s, 

781, 78:W86, 790-792, 795 ; McNally’s, 375, 383, 385, 388, '394, 395, 539. 

Ctsvair^— Regiments: 2d, 5, 6, 23, 50, 122, 136, 320,375, 383 ; 3d, 375,383. 

hiSaatty— Battalions: Jones’, 375, 383, 401; Eapleys, 136, 375, 383,401, 

403. Regiments; Sth, 375, 405, 407-409, 504-507 ; 14th, 123, 126, 127, 129, 
374,382; 15th, 375,383,397; 16th, 374, 382; 17th, 123, 126, 127, 129, 374, 

382; 18th, 291, 375. 383, 400; 19th* (Dockery), fel, 375, 383, 398, 400, 401; 
(Dmoeon), 781, 783, 784, 791-793, 795 ; 20th, 291, 375, 383, 398, 400- 40 
21st, 291, 375, 383, 401; 235, 375, 383, 3^. 400 ; 24th, 781. Sttanan’s 
Sharpshooters, 375, 383, 393, ^4. 

Arkansas Post, Ark. 

Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863. 

Casnalties. Setnms of 


Confederate troops 786 

Union troops 716-719 


* Soekety'g and Savson’B leglmoits are both designated the lUh on Offletal Beglster. 
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■Arkansas Post; Ark.— Gontmtied. 

Engagement at, Janoaty 10-11, 1863. 

Commnnioations fix>m 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A 

Bragg, Braxton 

Chnrcliill, Thomas J 

Davis, Jetfmon 

Garland, Eohert E 

Holmes, Theophilns H - 

Johnston, Joseph E 

MoClernand, John A 

Sherman, W. T 

War Department, C. S 

Eeports of 

Baldwin, William H 

Blair, Frank P., jr 

Blount, Ambrose A - 

Burbridge, Stephen G - — 

Churchill, Thomas J 

Cooley, Charles G 

Cowan, John 

De Conroy, John F — — 

Deshler, James. 

EUet, Charles E 

Emerson, Frank 

Foster, Jacob T ... 

Garland, Eobert E 

Grier, David P 

Guppey, Joshua J 

Hovey, Charles E 

Landram, William J 

Lindsey, Daniel W 

Lucas, Thomas J - 

McClemand, John A ...... 

Mahnborg, Oscar ............ 

Morgan, George W 

Osterhaus, Peter J — . 

Owen, Eichard .......... ....... 

Entherford, Friend S. ..... ..... ...... 

Sheldon, Lionel A 

Sherman, W. T.. 

Smith, Andrew J .... - 

Smith, Giles A 

Smith, Thomas Eilby .. 

Stone, George A — ........ 

Stuart, David-.. 

Thayer, JohnM... 

Torrence, W. M.G 

Vance, Joseph W - 

• Warner, John, 

Wilson, Frank C 

Wood, Peter P , 

Woods, Chwrles E 

See also report of MoCUrmam^ p. TOOL, 




.... 787,789 

787 

780 

782 

.... 786,787 

782 

789 

710 

.... 763,774 
782,789,790 

735 

764 

729 

729 

780,786,788 

727 

744 

753 

790 

779 

735 

.... 748,752 

783 

741 

738 

7(S 

739 

751 

732 

699 

777 

721 

745 

733 

74 ^ 

750 

754 

725 

775 

777 

787 

...... 771 

789 

778 

737 

744 

...... 782 

774 

788 
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Arkanaag Post, Ark.— Coatiiiiied. 

ExpeditloB against, Jannary 4-17, 1S63. 

CoxBiBTmicatioiiB from Jolm A. McClemand- «... 710 

See also Sherman to JSatalins, p. 612. 

Congratulatory orders. McClemand 710 

Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army 612 

613, 699, 706, 710, 720, 726, 730, 754-756, 764, 779 

Ihstruotions to corps commanders — 702 

Itinerary of the Fifteenth Army Corps; Dec. 20, 1862-Jan, 19, 1863.... 763 

HoOlemand, John A., assumes command of Union forces 5, 700 

Maps, etc 711-715,760-762 

Beasonsfor. McClemand 709 

Bepert of John A. McClemand 700 

Union troops. Organization, strength, etc 700, 701 

Beconnaissanoe near, January 10, 1863. Beport of Warren Stewart 719 

See also r^ori of MeCUmandy p. 700. 

Arma, Axxxmimltion, etc. Supplies of, etc. See Mtmitione of War, 

Ajxostrong, Charles S. Mentioned - 584 

Armstrbng; Frank C. 

Mentioned. 35, 50, 60, 66, 75, 120-122, 137, 172, 375, 378-380, 384, 385, 396, 401, 404, 425 
Beports of 

Bolivar, Tenn. Skirmish near, August 30, 1862 51 

Britton’s Lane, Tenn. Skirmish near, September 1, 1862 51 

Armstrong, George D. Mentioned 632, 743 

Armstrong, Robert. Mentioned 268, 269 

Armstrong; WflHam. Mentioned 316 

Army Corps, 13th, Department of the Tennessee. 

Constituted - - 4 

Designated by McClemand, First Corps, Army of 'the Mississippi 701,716 

Grant, U. S., assigned to command of - 4 

McClemand, John A., assigned to command of 4 

Army Corps, 15th, Department of the Tennessee. 

Constituted 4 

Designated by McClemand, Second Corps, Army of the Mississippi 700,716 

Sherman, W. T., assigned to, and assumes command of 4, 5 

Army Corps, 16th, Department of the Tennessee. 

Constituted 4 

Hurlbnt, Stephen A., assigned to command of 4 

Army Corps, 17th, Department of the Tennessee. 

Constituted 4 

McPherson, James B., assigned to, and assumes command of 4, 5 

Army HeadquartexB. Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S 156,467-471,473-476,478-480 

Sherman, W. T 602 

War Department, U. 8 511 

Army Transportation. Supplies of, etc. See Mmitiona of War. 

Arnold, Acting Assistant Surgeon. Menti<med 193 

Aisbotii, Alexander. 

Mentioned 13, 17 

Beport of expedition to Wavwly, Tenn., Jannary 16, 1868 " 798 

Ashford, A. E. Mentioned 406,409 

Ashford, James A. M^oddoned., ^ 403 

Ashxoead, William. Mentioned 500 

Atherton, James J. Mentioned 108 
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Page. 

Atkins, Lieutenant. Mentioned............. 331 

Atkins, G-. A. Mentioned 402 

Atkinson, A. Mentioned 89 

Atkinson, Albert G. Mentioned 204 

Attkisson, Horace N. Mentioned 581,583 

Augustine, Jacob M. Mentioned 778 

Ault, J. R. Mentioned 336,340,356 

Austin, Tunica County, Miss. Skirmish at, August 2, 1862 2 

Ayers, Lieutenant. Mentioned 410 

Ayres, L. N. Mentioned 48 

Babcock, Andrew J, 

Mentioned 253,254,262,296-292,297,344,351 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 292 

Bailey, Benjamin S. Mentioned 408 

Bailey, John F. Mentioned 634 

Baird, Harlon. Mentioned 39 

Baker, C. Mentioned 57 

Baker, George W. Mentioned 182 

Baker, James. Mentioned 173, 256, 273, 275, 278 

Baker, H. B. Mentioned 300 

Baker, Samuel R. 

Mentioned 199 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 199 

Balch, A. B. Mentioned 568 

Baldwin, Samuel B. Mentioned 316 

Baldwin, SHas D. 

Mentioned .... 175, 251-254, 257, 258, 262, 268, 292, 293, 296, 297, 337, 339, 344, 345, 354 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., Octoher 3-4, 1862 289 

Baldwin, W. B. Mentioned 504,506 

Baldwin, William H. 

Mentioned - 707,724,726,729,730 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 735 

Baldwyn, Miss., skirmishes at and near. 

June 14, 1862. See Clear Creek^ Mies, Skirmish atf June 14, 1862. 

October 2, 1862 3 

Balfour, Janies R. Mentioned 403 

Balfour, J, D. Mentioned - 396 

Ball, Edward. Mentioned 57,519 

Ballard, Lorin. Mentioned 631 

Ballinger, Richard EL Mentioned 724 

Ballinger, Webster. Mentioned 279 

Ballou, Daniel W. Mentioned.... 654 

Banbury, Jabez. 

Mentioned 207,228 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 236 

Bane, M. M. Mentioned 549 

Banka, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 479,480,607,613,616,709 

Barbour, J. G. Mentioned 505, 506 

Barker, Robert. Mentioned 526 

Barlow, W. P. Mentioned 413 

Bamaby, Charles. Mentioned 358 

Barnes, J. M. Mentioned - 599 

Barnett, James W. Mentioned — - 35 

Coniexsj Skinoish afc, September TrT^TtT SI 
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P«g«, 

Bamnzn, W. Ii. Mentioned - 485 

Baron De Salb, tJ. S. S. Mentioned 664 

Barr, George IT. Mentioned - 262 

Barrett, Joseph K. Mentioned - 330 

Barrett, Samnel B. Mentioned.--- 628,704,772,775 

Barry, S* Mentioned 137,345,397,400 


Bartean, C.R. 

Mentioned — 545 

Report of reconnaissance toward Tuscumhia, Ala., December 9-14, 1862. .. 542 

Barter, iEtichard F. Mentioned - 531,538 

Bartilson, Matthias BL 

Mentioned 91,106,107 

Report of engagement at Inha, Miss., September 19, 1862 112 

Barto, Alphonso. Mentioned 277 

Barton, G, W. Mentioned 384 

Barton, Seth M. 


Mentioned- - 666-669, 671, 673-679, 684 


Report of operations against Vichsbnrg, Miss., December 27-30, 1862 677 

Bactes, Kinzie. Mentioned — 248 

Bath Springs, Miss. Skirmish at, Jannary 1, 1863 4 

Baxter, Bat. Mentioned 598 

Baylor, Gheorge T. Mentioned 492,495 

Bay Springs, Miss. 


Expedition to, August 19-21. See Bknsii, Miss, Expedition from, August 
19-21, 1862. 


Reconnaissance fSrom Jacinto to, Angnst 4-7, 1862. Report of Robert B. 

Mitchell - 28 

Beardsley, Elisha T. Mentioned 625 

Beardsley, Ezra M. Mentioned 564 

Beanregard, G. T. 

Mentioned - 22,419,432,442 

Superseded temporarily by Braxton Bragg in command of tbe Western De- 
partment 1 

Beck, P, B1 Mentioned 688 

Bedford, W. Mentioned 372 

Belden,W. Scott Mentioned 245,502 

Belew, Thomas. Mentioned - 562 

Belford, Charles C. Mentioned - 304 

Belknap, William W. 

Mentioned 338,340,359 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 363 

Bell, Hiram P. Mentioned 678 

Bell, John. Mentioned 358 

Benner, Dani^ J. Mentioned - 307 

Bennett Gteorge J, Mentioned 282 

Bennett, George W. Mentioned 797 

Bennett James P. Mentioned 330 

Bennett M. M. Mentioned - 413 

Bennett, Thomas W. Mentioned.-,---—. 645 

Bennett W.S. Mentioned 30 

Benson, Berry B. Mentioned 797 

Benton, U. S. S. Mentumed 614,664 

Beny, James T. Mentioned *103 



XNDSX. 


815 


Page. 

Bertrand, Lieutenant. Mentioned 410 

Bess, James L. Mentioned 282 

Bifde, J. B. Mentioned 593,595,697 

Big Hatohie, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862. See Satdkie Bridge, Tenn. 

Big Hill, Tenn. Skirmish near, October 5, 1862. See Corinth, Miss. Pursuit 
of Confederate foroee from, Ootoher 5-12. Beporte of 
Lawler, Ei. McPbefison, Jamea B. Sterenson, John B. 

Binibrd, Captain. Mentioned 32, 146 

Bing, Alfred. Mentioned 278 

Bingham, Newton. Mentioned — 98 

Binmore, Henry. Mentioned 307 

Black, Colonel. Mentioned - .570 

Black, Blbridge Q-. Mentioned 365 

Black, Robert. Mentioned - 196 

Blackburn, B. P. Mentioned 722,782 

Blackburn, William D. Mentioned 500 

Blacker, Allen. Mentioned - 770 

Black Hawk, U. S. S. Mentioned 605 

Blackland, Miss. Skirmishes at and near, June 28; 1862. 

Congratulatory orders. Bosecrans 17 

Reports of 

Moyers, Gilbert - 13 

Rosecrans, W. S 12 

Blair, Frank P., jr. 

Correspondence with James Peokham. - 657, 658 

Mentioned 604, 606, 608, 622, 635, 638, 639, 645, 646, 

651-653, 657, 658, 667, 696, 700, 703, 704, 706, 707, 717, 72:^, 757, 758, 770 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement nt, January 10-11, 1863 764 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations i^inst, December 26-29, 1862 653 

Blake, Benson. Mentioned 666 

Blake, George. Mentioned - — - 278,279 

Blakemore, H. B. Mentioned. 460 

Bland, Fielding. Mentioned 30 

Bledsoe, EC. M. Mentioned 122,137,397 

Blood, James EC. Mentioned 633,634,776 

Blount, Ambrose A. 

Mentioned - 701, 704, 725-727, 731 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., J annary 10-11, 1863 729 

Blue Wing, Steamer. Mentioned 1 - 612,613,701,709,757 

BofEmger, John N. Mentioned — — 624 

Boggess, J. S. Mentioned - — 539,540 

Boicourt, John M. Mentioned 16 

Bolivar, Miss. 

Attack on Queen of the West near, Sept. 19, 1862. See ijuem of ^ WieiifL 

Skirmish at, August 25, 1862 - 2 

Bolivar, Tenn. 

Expedition from, September 20-22, 1862. Reports of * 

Lauman, Jacob G--— - 140 

Mudd, John J 142 

Noble, Silas 1 Ml 

Expedition to, July 25-August 1,1862. See JEToZZy 
from, Julp 25-Aufuat 1, 186?, 
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Page. 

BollTar, Taim. — Continiied. 

SMrniulies at and near. 

Angtia* 30, 1862. Eeports of 

Aimatrong, Frank C il 

Crocker, Marcellns M - 45 

Leggett, Mortimer D 46 

See also r^ort of Boss, p. 44. 

December 24, 1862. Eeport of Benjamin H. Grierson 518 

Bolt, Gheorge W. Mentioned 632,743 

Bdton, William H. 

Mentioned 307, .310, 311, 321, 322, 333 

Beport of engagement at Hatcbie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 331 

Bond, Dr. Mentioned 349 

Bond, Henry C. Mentioned - 743 

Bookter, Thomas C. Mentioned 35 

Boomer, CkKurge B. 

Mentioned 73, 75, 76, 90, 92, 95, 96, 1 03, 104 

Beport of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 102 

Boone, Squire. Mentioned 389,397 

BoonoviBe, IMBss. 

Action near, July 1, 1862. 

Cengratnlatoiy orders. 

Granger, Gordon 18 

Boeecrans, W. S 17 

BepcHrtsof 

Granger, Gordon - 18 

Bosecrans, W. S 17* 

Sheridan, Philip H 17, 19 

Skirmish near, Jtine 11, 1862 1 

Borohesdt; Albert. Mentioned 92 

BordweQ, Jbs^)lL Mentioned 292,294 

Boanqpy Ident^iant-ColoneL Mentioned 54 

Bonok, GkdnIeL Mentioned 336, 337, 340. 35 \ .356 

BonteH, Ira. Mentioned 633, 6:U 

Bowen, John S. 

Charges snd specifications preferred by, against Van Dorn 415, 416 

Mentimied 345, 375, 378, 381, 3.84, 

396,404-406, 408,409, 414-416,420, 421,423,437, 438, 443, 454, 456,459 

Beportsof 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3^, 1862 411 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 411 

Testimony of Van Dom Conrt of Inquiry 421-430 

Bowles^ John S. Beport of skirmish at Horn Lake Creek, Miss., August 16, 

1862 32 

Bowman, Hobart. Mrattioned 688, 692, 693 

Box Ford, Hatohie Hivm:, Miss. Skirmish at, October 7, 1862. See report 
' of Georgo B. Frmoh, p. 287. 

Boyd, James P. Mentioned - 776 

Boyd, Wetfiay. Mentioned 277 

Boyerv S olo mon. Mentioned 330 

Brackett, Alfred B. Mentioned 150 

Bradfield, J. Y. Mentioned 129 

Bradshaw, Brajandn H. Mentioned 328 

M. M«jti 04 e 4 856 
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P»*e. 

Bragg, Bratton. 

AsfsigDments to command 1 

Congratulatory orders. 

La Fayette Station, Tenn. Affairs near, JuneS^, 186Si 12 

Rising Sun, Term. Skirmish at, June 30, IbOii - . . 12 

CorresiKmOence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A 787 

Chalmers, James R 8 

Giirland, Robert R 786 

Lay, John F 7 

Van Bom, Earl * 121 

Mont ioned 13, 22, 120, 121, 144, 163, 376, 377, 

425,440-442, 447, 449, 452-455, 473-476, 480,497, 541,542, 603,607,788 

Reports of 

Kentucky. Morgan’s second raid in, Beoember 22, 18C2-Jannary 3, 

1863 591 

West Tennessee. Operations during Forrest’s expedition into, Becem- 

ber 15, 1862-January 3, 1863 * 591 

Brailsford, R, J. Mentioned 129 

Brainard, Edward. Mentioned 176,275,276 

Branagan, Patrick. Mentioned ...t. 249 

Brayman, Mason. 

Mentioned 547,551,557-559,568,572,577 

Reports of 

Jackson, Tenn. Action near, December 19, 1862 481 

Middlebnrg, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 24, 1802 481 

Brechtel, John. Mentioned ...! 311, 1^33 

Breckeniidge, William K. M. Report of skirmish near Clifton, Tenn., Jan- 
uary 1, 1863 590 

Breckinridge, John C. Mentioned 13, 14, 66, 72, 144, 168, 178, 179, 376, 422, 475 

Brent, Gleorge W. For correspondence, etc., see Joseph M, Johnston. 

Brent, P. Report of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 135 

Brewster, H. J.[?] Mentioned - 511 

Bridger, R. D. Mentioned 697 

Bridges, Benjamin P. Mentioned 625 

Bridges, H. W. Mentioned 393,394 

Bristow, Pleasant Ii. Mentioned 553,587 

Britt, WiBiam, Mentioned 176 

Biitton, Private. Mentioned 384 

Britton, William B. Mentioned 203 

Britton*s Bane, Tennu Skirmish at, September 1, 1862. Reports of 

Armstrong, Frank C 51 

* Lawler, Michael K 49 

See also r^ort of Boss, p. 44. 

Brochus, T. Mentioned 384 

Broocks^ John H. Mentioned - — 549 

Brookings, Charles BL Mentioned 199 

Brott, E. C. Mentioned — 463,464 

Brotzmann, Edward. 

Mentioned 141, 310-312 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 $18 

Brown, Alexander. Mentioned ' - 3^ 

* Brown, Charles E. Mentioned — * 184,192,193,578 

Brown, Charles F. Mentioned 194,105 

62 B B— VOL xvn 
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Page. 

Brown, Edward. Mentioned 13^ 

Brown, Hugh G. Mentioned 303 

Brown, J. B. Mentioned ^ 

Brown, William, jr. Mentioned 294 

Browne, W. R. Mentioned ^ 

Browning, John W". Mentioned — . — — * 1^2, 193 

Brown's Plantation, Miss. Skimiinh at, August 11, 1862 2 

Brownsville, Tenn. 

Guerrilla raid on, July 19, 1862 -- 2 

Keeonnaissanee from, toward moutli of Hatchie River, August 10-11, 1862. 2 

BrtCnner, John P. 

Mentioned 268,269 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 270 

Bryan, Z. C. Mentioned 188 

Bryant, Goorge B. Mentioned 26,27,54,55 

Bryant, J.E. Mentioned - 767 

Buchanan, A. S. Mentioned - — 106,229,232 

Buchanan, Janies G. Mentioned. — 632,743 

Buchanan, W. J. Mentioned 116, 117 

Buck, Robert H. Mentioned 633, 034 

Buckner, Simon B. Mentioned 476 

Budd, G^rge W, Mentioned - 495 

Bnell, Don Carlos. 

Assignments to command 1 

Mentioned - 121 

Buford, A. Mentioned 592 

Buford, Rfapoleon B. * 

Mentioned 174, 205, 207, 209, 212, 220, 227, 230, 231, 254, 259 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 216 

Bullitt, Fanny, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Bunde, Louis. Mentioned 366 

Burbridge, Simon C. Mentioned 553,554 

Burbridge, Stephen G. 

Mentioned 1. 605- 

608,627,631,701,707,708,716, 723-727, 733, 734, 739-742, 744, 755, 778 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 729 

Milliken's Bend, La. Expedition from, December 25-26, 1862 629 

Burch, Asa. Mentioned 226 

Burdick, Charles W. Mentioned 317 

Burdick, James H. Mentioned 639,724 

Burgh, Henry B. Mentioned 533, 535, 536 

Burk, Uley. Mentioned * 771 

Burke, John. Mentioned 204 

Bnrke, Patrick £. 

Correspondence with Oliver Wood 286 

Mentioned 261,262,286 

Bumap, Silas A. 

Mentioned 307,311,321,322 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 332 

Bnriiet,W. B. Mentioned 385,394,395,399,404,445 

Burnham, Horace L. Mentioned 295 

Burnsville, Miss. Skirmishes at. 

Sept. 14, 1862 3 

Jan. 3,1863 1 4 
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Bximt BMse, Tenn, Skinnwh at, ISeptember 5, 1862. Reports of 

Dodf^e, Grenville M 54 

Logan, Jolin A 54 

Bnrrows, A. A. Mentioned 1107, 311, 312, :U9 

Bursley, A A. Mentioned 412 

Bush, Daniel B., jr. Mentioned 30,512-514 

Busse Gustav A. Mentioned 290 

Butler, Benjamin F. Mentioned 616 

Byreum, [?] Benjamin. Mentioned 10 

Byrkit, Barnet Mentioned 9b 

Cabell, William L. 

Mentioned 137, 291, 375, 378, 379, :183, 385, 388, 389, :i93-3y5, 398, 400, 443 

Reports of , 

Corintli, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 400 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 400 

Cage, A G. Mentioned 6 

Cairo, IT. S. 8. Mentioned 543.663,664 

Cairo, District of. Union. Embraced in District of West Tennessee 2 

Caldwell, Daniel M. 

Mentioned 495 

Report of skirmish on the Hatchie River, Miss., July 5, 1862 21 

Caldwell, J, P. Mentioned 413 

Caldwell, Samuel. Mentioned 708 

Call, Charles H. Mentioned - 373 

Callahan, Lieutenant, Mentioned 139 

Callicott, John A. Mentioned 372 

Callinder, William. For correspondence, etc., see P. K Burke, 

Cameron, Allen D. Mentioned 282 

Cameron, Charles A. Mentioned 583,584 

Cameron, James C, Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 250 

Campbell, Archibald B. 

Mentioned 75 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 177 

Xuka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 79 

Campbell, Archibald P. Mentioned 19, 20 

CampbeU, Charles C. 

Mentioned 306,307,318,333 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 18«i2 309 

Campbell, J. A. For correspondence as Aesistont Secretary of War, see Wear 
Department^ C. A 

Campbell, J. A. P. Mentioned 389 

Campbell, J. K. P. Mentioned - 782 

Campbell, John P. Mentioned 314 

Campbell, R., jr., Steamer. Mentioned - 614,631 

CampbeOl, William M. Mentioned 279 

Campbell, Wilson. Mentioned 632,743 

Carlee, R. B. Mentioned - 794,796 

Carnahan, David F. Mentioned 48 

Camer, William N*. Mentioned 330 

Games, James. Mentioned 219 

Carothers, Isaac. Mentioned 581 

Carpenter, P. A. Mentioned 177 

Carpenter, Stephen J. Mentaoned .* 28 
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CaxryXP* Mentioned -* 411 

Carroll Station, Tenn. Ada i r a t , I »er VX See l^est Tennessee. Forresfs 

expedition inio^ iJeMMber 15^ lSj3r~J(inuury 3, 1863. Reports of 
IHbreU, Ge‘>rgo G-. Forrest, N. B. 

Carter, Pranois. Mentioned 413 

Cartter, Oren W. Mentioned 497 

Camtliers, C. K. Mentioned - 412 

Caaselbeiry, Isaac. Mentioned 5:32 

Casserly, Patrick. Mentioned 355, 358 

Casaon, lolm H. Mentioned - - — 57 

Cathcart, William M. Mentioned 176, 364 

Cavender, tToIui S. Mentioned - — . — - - 653, 655, 656 

Chalmers, James R. « 

Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 8 

Mentioned 17-19,2:3 

Chambers, Alexander. Mentioned 90,95,100,101 

Chambers^ Creek^ Tenn. Skimiisli at, Januarj' i:3, 186:3 6 

Champion, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Champion, J. Rock. Mentioned 120 

Champion, R. D. Mentionwl 683 

Champion, S. S. Mentioned 683, 694 

Chancellor, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Chandler, Benjamin J. Mentioned 395 

Chandler, Theodore C. Mentioned •- i 778 

Chandler, Zachariah M. Mentioned 47,48 

Chapman, Fletcher H. Mentioned 291 

Chapman, Jam€»8 P. Mentioned 502 

Charlesworth, Firth. Mentioned 520 

Chase, Daniel. Mentioned 633, '*634, 776 

Cheatham, B. P. Mentioned 30,551 

Cheeseman, J. W., Steamoi . Mentioned C14 

Cherokee Station, Ala. Skirmish at, December 12, 1862. See TuscumUa, 

Ala. Revonnaissance iouard, December 9-14, 1862. 

Cherry, Ellas V. Mentioned 182 

Cherry, William H. Mentioned 193 

Chetlain, Augustus D. Reports of battle of Corinth, Miss., Oct. 3-4, 1862. 283-285 
Chewalla, Tenn. Skirmish near, Octobers, 1862. See Corinth, Miss. Pursuit 
of Confederate form from, Octo&er 5-12, 1862. Maoris of 
Lawler, H. K. McPherson, James B. Stevenson, JohnD. 

Chickasaw Bayou, Miss. SkirmiBhes at, Dec. 27-28, 1862. See Vicksburg, 

Miss. Operations against, Deo. 20, 1862-Jhn. 3, 1863. 

Chickasaw Blufiia, Miss. Assault on, Deo. 29, 1862. See Vicksburg, Miss. Op- 
eraHons etgemsi, Deo. 1862-^aw. 3, 1863. ' 

Chulahoma, Miss. Skirmish at, November 30, 1862 465 

Churchill, Thomas J. 

Corre8iM)ndence with Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, 0. S. A 780 

Mentioned 707,724,731,782,784-789,792,794 

Reports of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863. 780,786,788 

Citizen, Steamer. Mentioned 1 614 

City of Alton, Steamer* Mentioned 614 

City of Louisiana, Steamer. Mentioned - 614,728 

City of Memphis, Steamer. Mentioned 614,628 

daok, C. J. Mentioned 683 

Claris, George W. Mentioned 769 
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Clark, J, O'. Mentioned 695 

Clark, S. Ciiurc2]ill. Mentioned 123 

Clark, Sylvanxifl. Mentioned 343 

Clark, Temple. Mentioned 75,86,358 

For corrcHiJon deuce as A. A. G., eee IT. 8, Boaecrans. 

Clark, T. J. Mentioned 413 

Clark, William T. Mentioned 341 

Clarke, John T. Mentioned 779 

Clarksburg, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 30, 1662. Report of Jolm 1. Rinaker,. 585 
See also report of Forrent, p. 595. 

Clarksville, Tenn. Surrender of, August 16, 1862 2 

Clayton, William Z. Mentiom d 336, :i42, 343, 346, :i56 

Clear Creek, Miss. Skirmish at, Jnne 14, 1862. 

Communications from 

Bragg, Braxton 7 

Chalmers, James R - 8 

Congratulatory orders. Rosecrans - 17 

Reports of 

Lay, John F 5 

Wade, W. B - 7 

Cleland, William W. Mentioned 88 

Clifton, Tenn. Skirniislies near, 

January 1, 1863. Reports of 

Bieckeuridge, William K.M 590 

Dodge, Grim vi lie M 551 

See also West Tennessee. Forrest’s expedition iniOj Deo. 15, 1862-r/rtn. 3, 1863. 
Reports of 

DJhrell, George G. Forrest. 2T. B. Fuller, John W. 

January 3, 1863, Report of Michael K. Lawler - 591 

See also report of Forrest, p. 595. 

Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. Siipxdics of, etc. See Munitions 
of War, 

Cloud, Captain. Mentioned 147 

Clubb, Henry S. Mentioned 209,217 

Cochran, Sanford. Mentioned - 233 

Cochran, T.M. Mentioned 6 

Cockrell, Francis M. Mentioned 390 

Cockrum’s Cross-Roads, Miss. Skirmish at, September 9, 1862. See Mem- 
phis, Tenn. Expedition from, September &-13, 1862. 

Cody, Philander. Mentioned 107 

Coffeeville, Miss. Engagement at, December 5, 1862. 

Casualties. Returns of Confederate troops - 607 

Reports of 

Dickey, T. Lyle 491 

Hatch, Edward 499 

Tilghman, Lloyd 503 

Van Dorn, Earl - 503 

Coit, John T. Mentioned 791 

Colbert, Edward. Mentioned 4®5 

Colbert, W. Bruce. 


Report of engagement at Inks, Miss., September 19, 1862 127 
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Page. 

Coldwater, Miss. 

Expedition to, Sepleiubf^r ^-13, l£rC2. See Menijtkhf Tenn. Expedition from, 
September 8-13, 18d*2. 

Skirmiali at, Deeeuibcr SiO, I8li*2. Congratulatory orders. Grant r)25 

Coldwater and Tallahatchie Rivers. Miss. Skirmish at the j miction of the, 
Kovember2S, 1862. See Grenada, MUe, Expedition to the vieiniUj 
of, Kormher ^-‘Decemhr 6, 1862. 

Coldwater Railroad Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, Seiitemher 12, 1862. See 
Memphis, Tenn, Expedition from, September 8-1:% 1862. 

Coldwater Station, Miss. Skirmish at, June 21, 1862. Sec Hernando, J/m. 


Expedition to, 1862. 

Coleman, A. A. Mentioned 666 

Coleman, David C. Mentioned ()33,77r>,776 

Colley, John. Mentioned 

Collier, John. Mentioned 408 

ColUersville, Tenn. Scont to, October 21, 1862. See Mmphis, Tenn, Scout 
from, October 21-24, 1862. 

CoHins, Prank B. Mentioned 22:1 

Collins, N.D. Mentioned 567,568 

Colman, W. Dean. Mentioned 82, 89, 181, 200 

Colton, John B. Report of expedition to Waverly, Tenn., October 22-25, 1802 . 40:^ 

Colnmbns, Ky. Exi^edition from, September 28-Octob6r 5, 1862. 

Communication from I. F. Quinby 145 

Report of Frederick A. Starring 145 

Conxiy, Hesbit. Mentioned - - 193 

Conant, BUis. Mentioned - 331? 

Conant, John H. Mentioned 252, 270 

Conduct of the War. See Sherman to Halleck, p. 23 ; report of Horace E, IViris, 
p. 610 ; Hammond to War Department, U, 8,, p. 511. Also Jtan- 
dolpk, Tenn. Burning off September 25, 1862. 

Cone, Sylvester R. Mentioned 233 

Confederate Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 7a5 

Coffeeville, Miss. Engagement at, December 5, 1862 507 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-5/ 1862 382-3H4 

Inka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 126, 127, 133, 134, i:J0 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 20, 1862~Jannary 3, 

1863 ; - 671 

Mentioned. (Regnlars.) • 

Caraliy— Regiments : 6th, 6-8; 8th, 5-8, 23. 

For Volunteers, see respective States. 

Organisation, strength, etc. Army of West Tennessee 374, 375 

Reemitnient, organization, etc. Communications from R. V, Richardson . 797 

Conkling; AJanson. Meafeloned 641 

Conn, Curtis P. Mentioned 281 

Continental, Steamer. Mentioned 604, 615 

Cook, Martin K, Mentioned 307 

Cooke, G. P. Mentioned 336,341-343 

Coolbangh, G. Mentioned 370 

Cooi^, Charles G. 

Mentionwl 701,725,727,740,746,747,753 

Beport of Mgagomon* m Axkssams Pont, Arlc., January 10-11, 1863 727 


Cosoaltles at Hatohie Bridge inolxided. 
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Page. 

Coon, Datus B. Mentioned 17, 20, 43, 115, 245, 492, 497, 500-602 

Coons, John W. Mentioned 204 

Cooper, Janies P. Mentioned 233 

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned 788 

For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant and Inspector Goner aVs Office, O’. S, A. 
Corinth, Miss. 

Attack on the camp of the “ Union brigade” at, October 5, 1862. Report 

ofH. P.Olds 261 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862, 

Casnalties. Returns of 

Confederate troops * 382-384 

Union troops 173-176 

Communications firom 

Burke, P. E 286 

Davies, Thomas A - 267 

Hamilton, C. S 214 

Rosecrans, W. S 211-214,251,255,266,267 

Congratulatory orders. 

Grant, U. S 159 

Rosecrans, W, S - 172 

See also Lincoln to Grant, p. 160, 

Reports of 

Alexander, Jesse I., October 3-12 - 218 

Archer, James W 218 

Babcock, Andrew J 292 

Baker, Samuel R 199 

Baldwin, Silas D 289 

Banbury, Jabez - 1 236 

Belknap, William W 363 

Bowen, John S 411 

Brunner, John F 270 

Buford, Napoleon B 216 

Cabell, William L 400 

Cameron, James C 250 

Campbell, Archibald B 177 

Chetlain, Augustus L 283-285 

Coulter, John P., October 2, 1862-January 7, 1863 299 

Crocker, Maroellus M 358 

Cummins, Edward H 395 

Davies, Thomas A., October 3-12 251,263 

Dillon, Henry 240 

Doran, John L., October 3-11 350 

Du Bois, John V 291 

Fuller, John W 183 

Gillmore, Robert A ! 198 

Grant, U-S -• 164-157 

Green, Martin E 389 

Hamilton, Charles S., October 3-11 205, 209 

Hickenlooper, Andrew, October 3-11 341 

Holman, John H., October 3-12 223 

Holmes, Samuel A 229 

Homey, Leonidas - 237 

Hubbard, Lucius P - - 200 


*Caaualtieii at Hafccfeie Bridge inchided. 




824 


IKDZX. 


Coirinthf Miss. — Continued. 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862. 

Reports of 

Hurlbut, Frederick J 

InuoDiell, Ijorenzo D 

Jackson, William H., October 3-7 

JefTerson, John W 

Lamberg, Carl A,, October 3-9 

Lanning, Richard.. 

LoYell, Mansfield 

McArthur, John, October 3-11 

McCalla, Nathaniel 

McDermott, John, October 3-12 

McKean, Thomas J. 

MacMurray, Junius W., October 3-12 

Matthies, Charles L., October 3-12 

Maurice, Thomas D., October 3-9 

Maury, Dabney H 

Mersy, August 

Mizner, John K., October 1-12 

Moore, David 

Moore, Edwin 

Moore, John C 

Morrill, John 

Morton, Thomas 

Mower, Joseph A 

Neil, Henry M 

Noyes, Edward F., October 3-8 

Oliver, John M., October 3-11 

Powell, Albert M., October 3-12 

Price, Sterling, September 27-October 5 ... 

Purcell, William 

Raum, Green B 

Reynolds, Thomas 

Rice, Elliott W 

Rose^ns, W. S., October 1-12 

Rust, Albert 

Sanborn, John B., October 3-12 

Shane, John, October 3-11 

Steels, David 

Smith, Joseph C., October 3-12 

Spaulding, Zepbaniidi S., October 3-9 

Spoor, Nelson T 

Sprague, John W., October 3-9 . ...J 

Stanley, Da^d S., September 29-October4 

Stone, Geoige H 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C 

Swarthout, William 

Swayne, Wager 

Sweeny, Thomas W., October 3-6 

Van Dorn, Earl, August 30-October 12 

Villepigue, John B 

Weaver, James B 

Weber, Andrew J — ... 


Paga 


296 

241 

384 

... 202 
. .. 194 

... 239 

404 
... 344 

234 
... 357 

... 335 

... 224 

... 220 
... 196 

... 393 

... 282 
... 242 

... 346 

... 347 

.. 397 

.. 249 

.. 288 
.. 197 

.. 225 

.. 189 

.. :161 
.. 215 

.. 385 

365 
.. 232 

.. 348 

-- 280 
160-166 
.. 407 

.. 221 
S62 
.. 239 

.. 245 

188 
.. 203 

.. 191 

.. 178 

.. 267 

.. 226 
.. 294 

.. 190 

256,271 
375,376 
.. 410 

.. 278 

. 201 
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Cortatb, Miss. — Continued. 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862. 

Beports of 

Wilcox, John S 

Williams, George A 

Wood, Oliver 

Sketches 

Pursuit of Confederates from, October 5-12, 1862. 
Communications from 


276 

247 

286 

171,208,264-266 


Army Headquarters 156 

Boseorans, W. S 155, 263 


Beports of 

Crocker, Marcell us M 

PrencJti, George B., October 5-12 

Grant, U. S 

Lawler, Michael K 

McPherson, James B 

Stanley, David 8 

Stevenson, John D 


Battle of, October 3-4, 1862. Reports of 

W. S- 
S .7 B 


See also Corinth, Miae, 

Vitt'rarfl’ . 7« --r T. 

CJoi.lf' .(i.hri I? 

I)uv 1 ^ ho'i.j '• A 
Ooinn. fiiihn J 
Knn’lro.i ^J. S 
Ilicki 

Ho'in'ti .Ifh' 

Wiili.u*' IT. 
Lambert, Carl A. 


McArthur, John. 
Dorxott. 

Matthies, Charles L. 
Manrice, Thomas D 
Mizner, John K 
Noyes, Edward E 
Oliver, John M. 
Powell, Albert M 


Shane, John. 

Smith, Joseph C. 
Span’’''':iz, Z"phaniah S. 
Sprau..* John W. 
Sweeny, Thomas W. 

Van Dom, Earl. 


361 

287 

156 

372 

367 

182 

370 


See also 

Oct. 5, 1862. Corinth, Miss. Attack on the camp of the ** Union Bri- 
gade” at. 

ffaichie Bridge. Engagement at 
7, 1862. Box Ford, Satohie Biver, Miss. Skinnish at 
JBipleg, Miss. Skirmish near. 

Budicersville, Miss. Skirmish at. 


Skirmish near, Angnst 28, 1862 3 

Cornell, Henry M. Mentioned 665 

Cornell, William. Mentioned 193 

Comman, Augustus P. Mentioned 326 

Corwin, Jonas D. Mentioned 176, 295 

CotUngham, William J. Mentioned - 693 

Coulter, John P. 

Mentioned 175, 233, 251, 266, 256. 258, 262, 27^274, 291, 300 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 299 

Covington, Tenn. Expedition to, September 28-October 1, 1862. See CoUtm- 
bus, Ky. Eapediiion from, September ViB-Oetober 5, 1862. 

Cowan, John. 

Mentioned 726,731,739,740 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 744 

Cowen, Balfour. Mentioned 662,687 

Cowles, "Bj&dxj R. Mentioned 279 

Cowperthwait, J. W. Mentioned — - - 98 

Cox, Daniel Mentioned - 776 

Cox, N. N. Mentioned - 562,570,593 

Cral& D. A. Mentioned * 110, 111 
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Craig, George. Mentioned 282 

Crandal. F. M. Mentioned 767 

Crane, J.Ii. Mentioned : 82,177, lfc2 

Crane, John. Mentioned 149 

Cravens, Jordan B. Mentioned 403 

Cravens, Mirabean L. Mentione<l 384 

Crawford, Prank J. Mentioned 312 

Crawford, John H. Mentioned 679 

Crego, Alexander T. Mentioned 499 

Crenshaw, William H. Mentioned 330 

Crescent City, Steamer. Mentioned (ilO 

Crocker, Marcellns M. 

Mentioned 44, 46, 119, 168, 176, 336-340, 342, 346, 363-366 

Reports of 

Bolivar, Tenn. Skirmish near, Angnst 30, 1862 45 

Corinth, Miss. 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 358 

Pnranit of Confederate forces from, October 5-12, 1862 361 

Croft, John T. Mentioned 62 

Croaaland, B. Mentioned 407, 409 

Crswe, J. T. Mentioned 103 

Crowell, Robert C. Mentioned 103 

Cmitzman, William. Mentioned 270 

Cramp, Colonel. Mentioned 408 

Culbertson, Jacob. Mentioned 506 

Cnllen, Bdgar M. Mentioned 248, 249 

Camberland, Department of the. 

Constituted, and limits defined 4 

Boseorans, W. S., assigned to command 4 

Camberland Iron Works, Tenn. Skirmish at, Angnst 26, 1862. Reports of 

William W. Lowe 39 

Cummings, H. J. B. 


Mentioned 579,585 

Report of engagement at Parkei^s Cross-Roads, Tenn., December 31, 1862. . 588 

Commins, Bdw8(|pd H. 

Mentioned 414,415, 423, 430, 436, 445, 450, 452 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 395 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 395 

Cnnnlngham, E. J. Mentioned 126 

Cunningham, Nathaniel B. Mentioned 55 

Cunningham, S. W. Mentioned i 193 

Cunningham, William T. Mentioned, 340,369,365 

Cuziie, Thomas C. Mentioned 1 ^ 15 

Curtis^ Isaac W. Mentioned 520 

Curtii^ Samuel H. 

Co-operation with Grant, See 

June 10, 18^^an. 20, 1863. Northern Mias, Operations 

Dec, 20, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. Violcsbwrg^ Miss, Operations against. 

Mentioned 467, 473, 476, 479, 530, 548, 601 

Reports of expedition to vicinilgr of Grenada, Miss., November 27-Beoem- 


ber6, 1862... 

Cnsh, Itonis. Mentioned 

C n s hm an, G>. £L Motioned 


528 

373 

317 
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Cntler, George W. Mentioned 268,269 

Cutting, H. D. Mentioned 113, 116, 116 

Bacotah, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615 

Daily, A. Mentioned 57 

Dallas Station, La. Expediti6n to, December 25-26, 1H62. See Milliken’s Bend, 

La. JExjpeditien from, December 26-26, 1862. 

Daly, JolinN. Mentioned 161,388,402,443 

Darling, Alexander. Mentioned :i30 

Damall, William W. Mentioned 631 

Dartt,J. R. Mentioned 200 

Daugherty, P. H. Mentioned 599 

Davidson, James. Mentioned 261 

Davies, John B. Mentioned 681 

Davies, Thomas A. 

Correspondence with W. S. Rosecrans 251,26;i,266,267 

Mentioned 66,118, 


160-162, 167-169, 172, 175, 179, 182, 184, 194, 199, 203-209, 211, 213, 215, 
224, 226-228, 231, 240, 246, 247,251, 266, 263, 264, 266, 268,270-273,276, 
280-282, 289, 291, 294, 337, m9, 344,’ 345, 347, 359, 364, 463, 479, 561, 567 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of Con- 


federate fo;:ces, October 5-12, 1862 251,263 

Donelson, Fort, Tenn. Skirmish near, January 2, 1863 698 

Waverly, Tenn. Expedition to, with skirmishes, October 22-25, 1862. . 46;i 

West Tennessee. Operations, December 18, 1862-January 3, 186:% dur- 
ing Forrest’s expedition into 548 

Davis, . Mentioned 26 

Davis, Mr. Mentioned 11 

Davis, Charles. Mentioned 743 

Davis, Cressa K. Mentioned 57 

Davis, Or. T. Mentioned 492, 496, 499 

Davis, James T. Mentioned — -270 

Davis, James W. Mentioned 632, 743 

Davis, Jefferson. 

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 376, 782 

Mentioned 376,468,797 

Davis, John. Mentioned ‘ 579,680 

Davis, John A. Mentioned 321,322, 324, 325, 328 

Davis, Joseph Ii. Mentioned - 279 

Davis, Levi. Mentioned 743 

Davis, Oliver P. Mentioned - 204 

Davis, Peter H. Mentioned - - - 132 

Davis, Rodman fi. Mentioned 733 

Davis, S. B. Mentioned — - 303 

Davis’ Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at, October 1, 1862 3 

Davis’ Bridge Hatchie River, Tenn. 

Eng^ement at, October 5, 1862. See HatcMe Bridge, Team. 

Skiimi^ at, September 25, 1862. Reports of 

DoDermott, John 144 

Ord,E. O. 0 1— . 143 

Davis’ Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, December 21, 1862. 

Communications from 0. 8. Hamilton 523 

Congratulatory orders. Qrant - - 625 
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Davis’ MUl, Miss. Skirmish at, December 21, 1862— Continued. 

Eeports of 

Morgan, William H 521 

Eichmoiid, Jonathan 520 

Dawes, William J. Mentioned 203 

Dawson, J. B. Mentioned 341 

Dawson, W. A. Mentioned 527 

Dawsojs, WlUiam B. # 

Mentioned 125, 395 

Report of engagement at Inks, Miss., September 19, 1862 131 

Dayton, Lewis M. Mentioned 756 

Dean, B. D. Mentioned 103 

Dean, Daniel J. Mentioned 553 

Decatur, Stephen, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615,661 

De Couxcy, John P. 

Mentioned 606- 

608, 637-642, 644, 645, 647, 657, 701, 704, 705, 707, 717, 723, 724, 745, 746 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 753 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 26-29, 1862 648, 649 

Dees, Alexander W. 

Mentiom^ - 178 

Report of reocmiiaiHsance toward luka. Miss., and skirmish, Sept. 16, 18()2. 61 

Do Golyer, Samuel Mentioned 146-148 

Deimling; Francis C. Mentioned 112, 232, 238 

Deitaler, George W. Mentioned 514 

De Kalb, Baron, U. 8. S. Mentioned 664 

Delahoyde, John. Mentioned 106 

Delhi, La. Expedition to, December 25-26, 1862. See Milliken^a Bend, La. 
Expedition from, Deomdcr 26-26, 1862. 

Dempsey, Michael J. Mentioned 233 

Detnipster, William D. Mentioned 320 

Deneder^ Adolph. 

Mentioned 482,483,555-557 

Report of operations, December 18-27, 1862, during Forrest’s expedition 

into West Tennessee 558 

Denman, Jonathan B. Mentioned 632,743 

Denznark, Tezm. 

Aifair near, July 29, 1862. See Hatchie Bottom, Tenn. 

Skirmish near. September 1, 1862. See Britt on^s Laiie, Term, 

Dennis, Blias S. Mentioned 44, 45, 50 

Dennis, J. M. Mentioned 103 

Denny, R. B. Mentioned 103 

Denson, W. B. Mentioned 780,783 

Denver, James W. Report of skirmish near Holly Springs, Miss., July 1, 

1862 : L., 20 

Department Ko. 1. Merged into Department No. 2, or Western Department. I 
Department No. 2. See Western Department. 

De Roche, F. G. Mentioned 460 

Des Arc, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Deshler, James. 

Mentioned . . ! 767, 780-782, 784, 786 

Eeporfc of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., Jannaty 10-11, 1863 790 

Z>ea McAaes, Steamer. Mentioned 615 
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Bevine, James. Mentioned - 

De Wolf, David. Mentioned 176,199 

Dey, Gustav. Mentioned 196 

D. G. Taylor, Steamer. Mentioned 604,610 

Dibrell, George G. 

Mentioned 59:^, 094 

Report of operations, December 15, 18(S^-Janiiar,Y 6, IcHUi, during Forreftt’s 

♦ expedition into West Tennessee 59H 

Dickey, J. H., Steamer. Mentioned - 614 

Dickey, Theophilus Iiyle. 

Mentioned 67,69,472,476,477-479, 499, 501, .044,046 

Repoits of 

Coffeevilie, Miss. Engagement at, December 5, 1862 491 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Expedition against the, December 14-19, 

1862 496 

Oxford, Miss. Skirmishes about, December 1-4^, 1862 491 

Spring Dale Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, December 3, 1862 491 

Water Valley, Miss. Skirmisb at, December 4, 1862 491 

Dickson, Christopher. Mentioned 797 

Dillin, Colmnbns D. Mentioned 281 

Dillon, Edward. 

Mentioned 443,457 

Testimony of, Van Dorn Court of Inquiry J 443,444 

DiUon, Elisha. Mentioned 233 

Dillon, Henry. 

Mentioned 1 207,215,219,228 

Report of battle of Coiintli, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 240 

Dismukes, William H. Mentioned 403 

Dister, Peter. Mentioned 625, 636, 639, 653-656 

Di Vernon, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Dockery, T.P. Mentioned 394.401,403 

Dodd, William P. Mentioned 304,317 

Dodge, Grenville M. 

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 476,476,652 

Mentioned 300,475,476,478,553,575 

Reports of 

Burnt Bridge, near Humboldt, Tenn. Skirmish at, Septembers, 1862 .. 54 

Clifton, Tenn. Skirmish near, January 1, 1863 651 

Dyersburg, Tenn. Skirmish near, August 18, 1862 34 

Humboldt, Tenn. Skirmish near, July 28, 1862 26 

Island No. 10, Tenn, Skirmish at, October 17, 1862 460 

Meriwether’s Ferry, Obion River, Tenn. Skirmish at, August 16, 1862. 31 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Raid on the, December 18-19, 1862 544 

Tennessee River. Capture of steamboats on, August 18, 1862 34 

Tuscumbia, Ala. Reconnaissance toward, December 9-14, 1862 541 

West Tennessee. Operations during Forrest’s expedition into, l>eo6in> 

ber 18-24, 1862 649 

Wood Springs, near Dyersbmg, Tenn. Skirmish at, August 7, 1862... 29,30 
DoUins, James J. Report of afEair near Tonne’s Station, or Lower Poet Ferry, 

Tenn., July 27, 1862 25 

Donelson, Port, Tenn. 


Operations about, and skirmishes, September 18-23, 1862. Report of Will- 


iam W. Lowe . 
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Donelsoxx, Poit, Teim.— Continued. 

Sklnuishes at and near. 

August 23, 1862. Eeport of William W. Lowe 36 

August 25, 1862. 

Commxiuioations from William W. Lowe 38 

Reports of 

Hart, James H 37 

Lowe, William W - - 37 

January 2, 18^. Report of Thomas A. Davies 698 

Doolittle, Private. Mentioned 318 

Doolittle, Harvey. Mentioned 279 

Doran, John L. 

Mentioned.... — - 290, 335, 337, 340, 344, 354 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operation in pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 350 

Dobs, Sergeant. Mentioned 482 

Doss, W. L. Mentioned 504,505 

Double Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at, November 18, 1862 4 

Dougheoiy, Captain, Mentioned 34 

Dougd^ss, H. Mentioned 178 

Dowdell, James P. Mentioned 123, 132 

Dowdell, W.M. Mentioned 388,402 

Downs, John W. Mentioned 278 

Drake, O^dncy J. Mentioned 285 

Drew, Newit J. Mentioned 691-4)93 

TVifth^ James P. Mentioned 587 

Du Bois, John V. 

Mentioned 68, 75, 175, 179, 204, 252, 255, 258, 260-262, 290, 295, 297 

Report of battle of Cormtb, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 291 

DnBose, B. A. Mentioned 792 

Ducat, Arthur C. Mentioned 168, 213, 214, 252 

For oorrespondenoe, etc., see W. S. Boaeorans. 

Duckworth, John A. Mentioned 279 

Duckworth, W. L. Mentioned 12 

Dufl^ Private. Mentioned 318 

Dnffielcl, John M. Mentioned 279 

Puffin, Samuel. Mentioned 366 

Dugger, William B. Mentioned 587 

Duke, Steamer. Mentioned 548 

Duke of Argyll Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Dnlgar, Henry. Mentioned 632 

Duncan, H. Mentioned 331 

Dnncan, John B. Mentioned 314 

Dnncan, JohnE. Mentioned 738 

Duncan, W. J. Mentioned 683, 688, 692, 693, 696 

Dunham, Cyrus L. 

Mentioned. 484, 569-571, 573,674, 576, 578, 685, 587-^589, 598 

Reports of 

Huntingdon, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 80, 1862 579 

Parker’s Cross-Roads, Tenn. Engagement at, December 31, 1862 .579 

l>anham, William H. Mentioned 738 

IDunlap, James. Mentioned 708 

Dunlop, Isaac I». Mentioned 1 405-407, 409, 504, 606 

Dnnn^ John W. , Mentioned 5J78 
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Dunn, S. S. Mentioned 5277 

Dmmington, John W. Mentioned 707, 7ti0-782, 7b4, 7d(>, 790 

Dnpeire, St. L. Mentioned 384 

Durell, E. P. Mentioned - 313 

DurhamvlUe, Tenn. Expedition to, September 28-Ootober 1, 1862. See Co- 
lanibm, Ky, Expedition from, Sepiemher ^8-Octoher 5, 1862. 

Durkee, S. T. Mentioned 493 

Dustan, C. W. Mentioned 187, 569 

Dyckman, Barney H. Mentioned 114-117 

Dyersburg, Tenn. SkirmiebeB near. 

Angust 7, 1862. See Wood Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, August 7, 1862. 

August 18, 1862. Report of Grenville M. Dodge 34 

Earl, Seth C. Mentioned 312,310 

Easterling, W. K. Mentioned 667,683,687,690 

Eastman, George W. Mentioned 341 

East Tennessee. Advance upon, and operations in. Army of the Mississippi 

(Confederate) ordered to Chattanooga, Tenn 2 

Eaton, William W. Mentioned 41 

Ebersold, Frederick. Mentioned 779 

Eckles, William. Mentioned - 89 

Eddy, A. R. Mentioned 618,620 

Eddy, Norman. 

Mentioned 75,76,90,91,95 

lEleport of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862 97 

Edge, Samuel. Mentioned 724 

Edinger, Lieutenant. Mentioned 509 

Edson, James C. Mentioned 223 

Edward Walsh, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Edwards, Anderson. Mentioned 317 

Edwards, John. Mentioned 358 

Egbert, Henry. Mentioned 140 

Eighnoy, H. B. Mentioned 366 

Elder, W. D. Mentioned 694 

Elderkin, Adam B. Mentiorfed 573 

Bldredge, Rnios H. Mentioned 176, 364 

BUet, Charles Rivers. 

Mentioned - 662 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 - 779 

Queen of the West, U. S. S. Attack on, near Bolivar, Miss., September 

19, ,1862 139 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 30, 1862 662 

Yazoo River, Miss. Expedition up the, December 12, 1862 543 

Elliott, "Pniftha w. Mentioned 366 

Elliott, Thomas J. Mentioned 731 

Pmg, WilHam R. Mentioned 96 

Ellis, Powhatan, jr. Mentioned 507 

Ells, William E. Mentioned 574 

Emerson, Daniel M. Mentioned 482,485 

Emerson, Frank. 

Mentioned 727,729,730 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., Jannary 10-11, 1863 735 

Emma, Steamer. Mentioned... 604,615 

Empress, Steamer. MmtioBed 615,745,746,74^,752 
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Engelmartny Adolph. 

MciitUmed 482, 48;^ 

Report of en^aj^ement near Jackson, Tenn., December 19, 1862 555 

English, Lieutenant. MtMitioned 6;>9,724 

English, George H. Mentioned 312 

Enlow, Andrew J. Mentioned 330 

J. X Mentioned 708, 724, 727 

Ensign, Edgar T. Mentioned 279 

Ervin, James M. Mentioned 632, 743 

Erwin, Eugene. Mentioned 257, 388, 31)0 

Estabrook, Henry N. Mentioned 176, 293, 294 

Eugene, Steamer. Mentioned 144 

Evans, Fi»k. Mentioned 289,544,545 

Everts, Xionis A Mentioned 275 

Ewing, Oliver H. P. Mentioned 734 

Eyn^an, Lewis J. Mentioned 719 

Bystra, Joseph W. Mentioned 495 

Pair Play, D. S. S. Mentioned 548 

Falconer, Kinloch. Mentioned 411 

Pallmer, W. C. 

Mentioned 40, 42, 69, 160, 490 

Report of skirmish at Peyton’s Mill, Miss., September 19, 1862 138 

Pall, Captain. Mentioned 410 

Fanny Bullitt, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Paris, J. L. 

Mentioned 130 

Report of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 130 

Parmer, PranciB H. Mentioned 219 

Parr, Captain. Mentioned 782 

Parr, Charles. Mentioned 284 

Farrand, Charles B. For correspondence, etc., as A. D. C. see W. S. Boseorans, 

Farrell, M. Mentioned 413 

Farrell, R. P. Mentioned 355,358 

Farrington, SamueL Mentioned 386 

Paulhaber, Philip. Mentioned 15, 626 

Faulkner, W. W. Mentioned 30, i46, 450 

Felton, T. W. Mentioned 408 

Ferrell, William B. Mentioned 132 

Perris, E. P. Mentioned 355 

Field, Aleck. Mentioned 282 

Piles, James P, Mentioned 234 

Fisher, H. G. Mentioned ...... 639,724 

Fisher, William. Mentioned 737 

Fisk, Clinton B. Mentioned 543^ 549 

Fisk, Franklin. Mentioned *520 

Pitch, Graham N. -Mentioned I4 

Fitch, H. S. Mentioned 002 

Pitzhugh, R. H. Mentioned 7^2 

Pitzsimons, George W. Mentioned I93 

Flaxisburg. Nelson. MenSoned I!.]]!”'”', 298 

Fletcher, Ephraim S. Mentioned 733 

Fletcher, James H. Mentioned 493 

Fletcher, Thomas C. Mentioned 653, 655, 656, 691 

Flowerre^ D. W. Mentioned "492 
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Foley, J. P. Metitioned 217 

Fonda, Jolm G. Mentioned 750 

Foote, Andrew H. Mentioned GOl 

Foote, D. W. Mentioned 317 

Foote, William H. Mentioned ;i84 

Force, Manning P. Mentioned 46-48 

Ford, William. Mentioned 144, 352, 356, ;I57, 544-546 

±*orked Deer River, Tenn. Skirmiali at railroad crossing on, Dec. 20, 18t)2. 

Soci TFesi Tvnnmum, Forrest’s es^editUm into, Deo, 15, 1862-Jaw. 3, 1863. 
Reports of. 

Dibrell, George G. Forrest, K. B. Ihiie, George P- 


Forney, John H. Assignments to command 1 

Forrest, Nathan B. 

Mentioned 14, 29, 300, 476, 477, 479, 483, 548-553, 555, 560-562, 

566-568, 570, 571, 573, 575, 576, 578-580, 583, 585, 587, 590-592, 598, 599 
Reports of operations during Forrest^s expedition into West Tennessee, 

December 11, 1862-January 3, 1863 593,585 

Forest Qneen, Steamer. Mentioned 146, 619, 621, 624, 626 

Forsha, Stiles B. Mentioned : 281 

Forsse, Brie Mentioned 262, 292, 298 

Foster, Charles H. Mentioned 88 

Foster, Jacob T. 

Mentioned 639, 701, 705. 722, 745, 752 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Axk. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 748,752 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 26-29, 1862 642 

Foster, John D. Mentioned 112 

Poster, John S. Mentioned 44,50 

Pouts, John W. Mentioned 191 

Fox, Lieutenant. Mentioned 554 

Fox, F. W. Mentioned 324, 327, 328, 333 

Franklin, Bdward C. Mentioned 765 

Fraser, Bdward S. Mentioned 101 

Free Bridge, IVIiss. Skirmish at, December 3, 1862. See report of Match, p. 499. 

Freeman, H. C, Mentioned 708 

Freeman, S. Ii. Mentioned *- 596 

French, . Mentioned 550 

French, Daniel. Mentioned 644,645,707,724,750 

French, Greorge R. 

Mentioned 286, 287 

Report of pursuit of Confederate forces from Corinth, Miss., October 5-12, 

1862 287 

French, Marion. Mentioned 278 

Filar^s Point, Miss. Skirmish near, S^tember 28, 1862 3 

Frick, Killan. Mentioned i 610 

Frisbie, Orton. Mentioned 50 

Frohock, William T. Mentioned 49 

Froman, Anderson. Mentioned 776 

Frost, B. D. Mentioned - 450 

Fry, Benjamin St. James, Mentioned 193 

Fry, Jacob. 

Mentioned 463 

Report of capture of Humboldt and Trenton, Teim., by Confbdeecates^ De- 

I cember 20, 1862 - 560 

53 R H — VOT. vyiT 
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Pry, John C. Mentioned - 46,48 

Fuller, John W. 

Mentioned 73,77,81,82,84,85,87,169, 

170,173, 178, 179, 181, 189, 192, 194-197, 202,551, 572-576, 583, 585-587 

Beports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 183 

luha, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 82 

West Tennessee. Operations daring Forrest’s expedition into, De- 
cember 18, 1862- Jan nary 9, 1863 — 568 

Fullerton, Hugh. Mentioned Jlj 142, 513 

Fulton Road, Mias. Skirmish on the, September 20, 1862. 

Uongi-atulatory orders. Rosecrans 76 

Rt^port of Edward Hatch 139 

Funket Otto. Mentioned — 30, 49, 243, 245, .141, 554, 556 

Gaddis, A. Mentioned 727 

Gaines, Captain. Mentioned 694 

Gaines, J. J. Mentioned 782 

Gale, Benjamin B. Mentioned 281 

Gallagher, Michael Mentioned 39 

Gallagher, Patrick. Mentioned 249 

Galloway Switch, Tenn. Scout to, October 23, 1862. Soe Memphis^ ‘Tenn. 

Sooui fnm^ October 21-24, 1862. 

Gtamble, Hamilton B. Mentioned 229 

Qarbe, D. Mentioned 779 

Garber, M. C. Mentioned 639,724 

Gardner, WilHam. Mentioned 728 

Gtoland, Robert R. 

Correepondenoe with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s OfiBlce, C. S. A 786 

Bragg, Braxton 786 

Johnston, Joseph E 787 

Mentioned 756, 757, 780-782, 789, 790-795 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January lO-H, 1863 783 

Gtemer, Gaorge G. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Braxton Bragg. 

Gtazzard, Daniel, jr. Mentioned 625 

Geirett, Benjamin F, Mentioned 513 

Garrett, Charles F. Mentioned 29 

Garrett, Jesse B. Mentioned 111,209,236 

Garvey, James H. Mentioned— 196 

G^arwood, G^rge W. Mentioned 285 

Gary, Simon G. Mentioned 317 

Gates, Elijah. 

Mentioned 122, 125, 126, 298, 374, 378, 382, 385, 389-391, 394, 402, 431 , 445 

Report of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862 127 

Gaty, Sam, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Gay, H. Mentioned 177 

General Anderson, Steamer. Mentioned 614, 623 

Georgia Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry--^65^/>ne/7fs;*40th, 667-669, 671, 675, 677, 678,697 ; 42d, 667-669, 

671, 67.5, 677, 678, 682, 695 ; 4ed, 671, 675, 678 ; 52d, 668, 609, 671, 675, 678, 

697. 

Gibbon, William H, Mentioned 365 

Gibson, Major. Mentioned 407,409 

Gibson, William L. Menticmed... 21 
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Grilbert, Alfred W, M**utioiied l?i4, 181* 

Gilbert, Samuel. MtMitioneil 

Gile, D. H. Mt‘ut loiKid 370 

Gillam, Barclay C. McuUoiit*<l 312 

Gillespie, C C. 7M,78:J 

Gillespie, J. W. Report of <»uluaucc and ordnance stores captured at luka, 

AIi.ss., 8«^pteml>ei* 10, IfcfOsJ 1:17 

Gilliam, lain. Mentioned 'M 

Giilmore, Robert A. 

Mentioned iHl, RH, r>08 

Reports of 

Corintli, Mis.'i. Battle of, October 3-4, 186‘2 10/^ 

luka. Miss. Enj^agement at, September 19, 1802 : 

Gilmore, Frank T. Mentioned 192, ."iTh 

Gilmore, James A. Mentioned I9d 

Gilmore, J. B. Meiitione/l 12:» 

Gladiator, Steamer. Mentioned 

Goddard, C. Mentioned 7r», jl.»9 

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see W, iSf. RoaeeranH. 

Godfrey, tSreorge L. Mentioned 279 

Goedde, C. Mentioned 3H 

Going, J. A. Mentioned 4 (h) 

Goodbrake, Christopher. Mentioned r»l 

Goodheart, John. Mentioned * 31 

Goodspeed, Henry S. Mentioned r»t)2 

Goodwin, Robert Mentioned ."#(1 

Goolah, Earnest Ment i oned 39'’» 

Gorges, Adam B. Mentioned.... ...... - dr>3, 

Gorman, Willis A Mentioned 480, 602-4>05, 7l H , 799, 729 

Gould, Orrin B. Mentioned 

Grand Junction, Tenn. 

Exiiedition to, September 20-22, 1862, and skirmish. See Bolivar, Tvnn. 

Expedition from, September ^22, 1862. 

Occupied by Union forces, November 4, 1862. See report of Grant, p. 497 

Granger, Andrew H. Mentioned - 37 

Granger, Gordon. 

Congratulatory orders. Action near Booneville, Miss., July 1, 1862 18 

Mentioned - 18 

Reports of ^ 

Booneville, Miss. Action near, July 1, 1862 18 

Rienzi, Miss. Skirmish near, August 26, 1862 

Grant, XT. S. 

Assignments to command 

Congratulatory orders. 

Coldwater, Miss. Skirmish at, December 20, 1862 925 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 159 

Davis^ Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, December 21, 1862 525 

Hatchio Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 159 

Middleburg, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 24, 1862.. 525 

Co-operation of Curtis with. See 

June 10, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. Northern Jfw. Operations in, 

Deo. 20, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. Vidisstmrg, Miss, Operaiione againeL 
Correspondence with 
Army Head<jnarters 


166, 467-471, 473-476, 478-480 
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Grant, TT. S. — Contiimed. 

Correapondeuce with 

Dodge, G. M - 475,470,052 

Hamilton, C. >S 523,552 

Ihrie, George r 500 

Lincoln, Abraliani 100 

Lowe, William W 

McPlieraon, J auiew B 70, 71 

Onl,E. 0 0 07,70,118 

Koaecraus, W. S 06,07,71,155 

Sliermau, W. T - - . 10, 001, 003, 004, 031, 057, 703 

SulUvau, J. C 553 

Meiitio^ied 130, 183, 282, 300, 307, 370, 377, 455, 481, 484, 487 , 491, 493, 

490,497,51)1N517, 518,528-531, 544, 547,548. 570,500, 501,50)5,508,577, 
592, 594, 001-003, 605, 007, tM)9, 610,013,010,017, 7UU, 708, 709, 703, 704 

Orders commeiidiiig conduct of ladiea at Henderson Station, Tenn 526 

Reports of 

Corintb, Miss. 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 , 154-157 

Pursuit of Confederates from, October 5-12, 1862 150 

Hatcbie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1802 155, 157 

Holly Springs, Miss. Capture of, Decembei 29, 1802 477 

Itika, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, l8f)2 64 

^Mississippi Central Railroad, Operations on the, October 31, 1862-Jan- 

uary 6,1803 466-481 

Rising Sun, Tenn. Skirmish at, June 30, 1802 14 

Woodville, Tenn. SkinnisU at, October 21, 1862 461 

Graves, Thomas A. Mentioned 390 

Graves, WilBam H. 

Montionetl 333,484,519 

Reports of 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 334 

Middleburg, Tenn, Skirmish at, December 24, 1862 52:1 

Gray, Charles H, Mentioned :J6 

Green, Charles. Mentioned 243, 253, 258, 268, 269, 273, 549 

Green, George B. Mentioned 330 

Green, James U. Mentioned 797 

Green, John C. Mentioned 89 

Green, Martin B. 

Mentioned 99, 1&, 125,126,257,296,374,379,382,385,387-389,401,416,4:^1,450 
Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 389 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 389 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 431,4:12,450 

Green, W. D. Mentioned 653 

Ghreene, A. A. Mentioned * 123^ 132 

Greene, David B, Mentioned 719, 70() 

Greenville, IVUss. Skirmish at, August 23, 18^ ' 2 

Greenwood, Theodore B. Mentioned 75 

GiBgs John. Mentioned 666, 669, 6r3, 674, 676, 677 

Gr^poiy, Charles H. Mentioned 28 

Grecnada, Mis& Expedition to vicinity of, November 27-Deoember 6, 1862. 

Congratulatory orders. Hovey 533 

Beportsof 

rSTiTtiB AamnAl R raft 
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Grenada, Miss. Jbxpt^dition to vicinity of, Nov. iiti, C'outimied. 

Eepons uf 

Hovej, Alvin P r):jO,5;J2 

Steide, Frederick 529 

Washbnm, Cadwalader C ...H 

See also reports of T\ S» (hant, pp. 471, 472. 

Also Oakland^ Miss, Skirmish at, December :t, 1862. 

Gresham, Walter Q. Mentioned lltlO 

Grier, David P. 

Mentioned 72(5, 739, 740, 771 

Report of eii^rjijrpinont at Arkansas Post, Ark-, January lO-H, 1861^ 741 

Grierson, Benjamin H. 

Mentioned 16, 57, 58, 484, 488, 492, 493, 602, 612 

Reports of 

Bolivar, Tcmn. Skirmish at, December 24, 1862 518 

Hernando, Miss. Expedition to, June 21, 1862 9 

Holly Springs, Miss. Scout toward, September 5-6, 1862 65 

Mempbis, Tenn. 

Expedition from, September 8-13, 1862 58 

Scout from, with skirmishes, October 21-24, 1862 461 

Middleburg, Toun. Skirmish at, December 24, 1862 518 

Mississippi Central Railroad. Operations on the, December 5-8, 1862 516 

Ripley, Miss. Skirmish at, December 25, 1862 518 

Van Dorids Raid. Operations against, December 20-28, 1862 518 

GrifiSn, Benjamin. Mentioned 537 

Griffin, S. H. Mentioned 697 

Griffith, John. Mentioned 129 

Griffith, John S. 

Men! ioned 524 

Report of skirmisli at Oakland, Miss., December 3, 1862 539 

Griffiths, Henry H. MentU>iied 538,639,651,700,704 

Griffiths, Joseph M. Mentioned 589,690 

Groshon, Thomas C. Mfmtioned 271 

Guest, Ji. A. Mentioned 693 

Guibor, Henxy. Mentioned 390 

Gulf, District of the. Confederate. 

Constituted, and limits defined 1 

Forney, Jolm H., assigned to command of 1 

Gunion, James. Mentioned 776 

Guntown, Miss. Expedition to, July 10-11, IH62. Report of Robert O. Sel- 
fridge 22 

Guppey, Joshua J. 

Mentioned 707,723,736,729 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post., Ark., January 10-11, 1863 738 

Gurley, F. B. Mentioned 594 

Ghvin, William. Mentioned 614, 664 

Haokett, Ephraim L. Mentioned 643,748 

Haokleman, Pleasant A. Mentioned 155, 1(*U, 

161, 173, 175, 176, 251-258, 262, 268, 272, 273, 275, 277, 2>0, 282, 299 

Hairston, Marshall, Mentioned 403 

Haldlerman, David B. Mentioned 587 

Hale, P. M. Mentioned 233 

Hall, Albert T. .Mentioned 513 
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Hall, Oyrtis. 

Mentioned 3Jiil~334, 327 

Report of engagement at Hatcliie Bridge, Tenn,, October r», 1862 325 

Hall, George. Mentioned 86 

Hall, <>eorge P. Mentioppd 279 

Hall, John P. Mentioned 234 

Hall, 'William. Mentioned 330,34(^,300,362 

Hall, Winchester. Mentioned (5GT, (‘>69, 682, 083, (WO, 689 

HaUeck, H. W.'* 

Assignmonts to command 2 

Mentioned - - 286,548,549,(302 

Eelxnqnitthes command of the troops in Department of the Mississippi .... 2 

For correspondence as General-in-Chief, see Army Headquarters^ 

Halliday, E. W. Mentioned - 506 

Halsey, Irvin. Mentioned 33 

Ham, Levi J. Mentioned.. 79 

Hamburg, Tenn. Skirmidi near, January 13, 1863 6 

Hamlll, W. B. Mentioned 317 

Hamilton, Charles S. 

Congratnlatory orders. luka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862. 93 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S 523, 5,52 

Bosecrans, W. S.. 211-214 

Mentioned 64, 66, 68-76, 78, 81, 88, 97, 105, 106, 

112,113,116, 100-164,166-169, 172. 174, 180, 182, 208,215, 220, 221,224, 
226, 227, 230, 236, 237, 241, 243, 251, 254, 257, 259, 274, 337, 339, 467, 478 
Reports of ' 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-11, 18(52 205, 209 

luka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 89 

Lumpkin^s Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, November 29, 1862 491 

ECamilton, Lewis H. Mentioned \ 11 

Hamilton, Paul. Mentioned 683,686,687 

Bammond, J. H. Mentioned 703, 727, 754 

E fammon d, William A. For correspondence, etc., see Surge<yu~GeneraVe Office, 
U.8.A. 

BCampton, G. S., jr. Mentioned 341 

BCanoock, John. Mentioned 336, 340, 353, 356 

Hanford, Raymond W. Mentioned 562,567 

Hanks, Romnlns L. Mentioned 365 

Hanley, Martin. Mentioned 507 

Hanna, William. Mentioned 262, 292 

Hardee, William J. 

Assignments to command ’ * 2 

Mentioned 120 

Hardeman, W. D. Mentioned. ...... ....... 126 

Harding, Abner C. Mentioned 62 

Harding, Gteorge C. Mentioned 632, 743 

Harlow, Edward Q. Mentioned IO7 

Haiper, W. W. K. Mentioned 278 

Harrell, James H Mentioned * 632 

Haxiington, George B. Mentioned 495 

Hazxis, Captain. Mentioned .11. 545 
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Harris, J. W. Mentioned 290,297 

Etarris, L. B. Mentioned 414 

Harris, Thomas H. Mentioned 100,229,232,242 

Harris, Thomas W. Mentioned 31 

Harrison, James C. Mentioned 554,555 

Harrison, Samuel A. Mentioned 355 

Harrison, S. R. Mentioned 681 

Hart, James H. 

Mentioned 37,38 

Report of skirmish at Fort Donelson, Tenn., August 25, 1862 37 

Hart, J. B. Mentioned 686, 689 

Hart, John M. Mentioned 760 

Hart, Iievi W. Mentioned 635, 755, 773 

Heurt, William. Mentioned 781,783 

Harts, P. Wilde. Mentioned 563 

Hassendenbel, Francis. Mentioned 651, 758, 766, 767 

Hastings, E. C. Mentioned 523 

Biatch, Edward 

Mentioned - 19, 20, 26, 42, 69, 77, 113- 

115,167, 172, 174, 210, 221, 242-245, 268,369, 492-i97, 499, 514.519,520 

Reports of 

Coffeeville, Miss. Engagement at, December 5, 1862 499 

Pulton road, south of luka, Miss. Skirmish on the^ September 20, 1862 . 139 

Peyton's Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, September 19, 1862 138 

Prophet Bridge, Miss- Skirmish at, December 3, '1862 499 

Rienzi, Miss. Skirmish near, August 26, 1862 41 

Spring Dale Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, December 3, 1862 499 

Van Dorn's Raid. Operations against, December 20-25, 1862 502 

Water V alley, Miss. Skirmish at, December 4, 1862 499 

Hatchie Bottom, Miss. Affair at, July 20, 1862. Report of Ro. H. G. Minty- 23 
Hatchie Bottom, Tenn. Affair at, July 29, 1862. Report of John A. Logan. . 27 
Hatclne Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862. 

Casualties. Returns of 

Confederate troops. See Ckmnth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4,1862. 

Union troops ^4 

Congratulatory orders. 

Grant, U. S 

Hnrlbut, Stephen A 308 

See also Lincoln to Grant, p. 160. 

Reports of 

Bolton, William H 331 

Bowen, John S.‘ - 

Brotzmann, Edward 318 

Bnmap, Silas A 332 

Cah^ WiUiam 400 

CampheU, Charles C 309 

Cummins, Edward ^ 

Grant, U. 8 - 

Graves, William 334 

Green, Martin 380 

Hall, Cyrus 325 

Hawkins, E, R - ^ 

Hayes, Charles ^ 

Hnrlbnt, Stephen A ^ 
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Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 — Continaed. 

Bej)<)rt8 of 

Johnson, Aiiiory K 313 

Jones, John J 327 

Jones, William 

Lannian, Jacob G 311 

Logan, John 314 

Lovell, Mansfield * 404 

McClanaban, John W 316 

Manry, Dabney H 393 

Moore, John C 397 

Morgan, William H — 328 

Ord, E. O. C 301,302 

Price, Sterling 385 

Pugh, Isaac C 315 

Rogers, George C 327 

Scott, Robert K 333 

Sharpe, Alexander B 303 

Snook, John S 335 

Spear, Edward, jr 319 

Trambnll, Matthew M 316 

Veatch, James C 321 

See also reporU ef Van Born^ pp. 375, :^6. 

Hatchie Hiver, Mias. 

Reconnaissance to the, Sept. 30, 1862. See report of Stanley^ p. 178. 

Skirmish on the, July 5, 18<)2. Report of Daniel M. Caldwell 21 

Hatchie River, Tenn. Reconnaissance toward mouth of, August 10-11, 1862. 2 

Hawes, C. M. Mentioned 406 

SEawkina, B. R. 

Mentioned 539,540 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 392 

Hawkins, Henry P. Mentioned 533,534 

Hawkins, Isaac R. Mentioned 553-555, 5^0-562 

Hayes, Charles S. 

Mentioned. 305, 310, 312, 482, 483 

Report of skirmish near Middleton, October 4, and engagement at Hatchie 

Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 320 

Haynie, Inham N. 

Correspondence with Jeremiah C. Sullivan 565 

Mentioned 301, 367, 561, 565, 566, 569, 571, 575 

Hays, Asa H. Mentioned 554 

Haywood, R.W. Mentioned I45 

EEazzard, Charles A, Mentioned •. 55 

Heame, J. T. Mentioned 

Hubert, Louis. 

Mentioned. m-127, 130-132, 

1.35,374,378,379,382,385, 387, 389,390,393, 394,396, 398,401, 420, 679 

Reports of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862 123, 124 

Hedges, ChiistiaiL Mentioned *281 

Hedgpeth, Isaac N. Mentioned 3Q8 399 

Hegan, William B. Mentioned ’gg5 

He in, Leonard. Mentioned 949 

Hejn e, F. Mentioned ' 31^0 

Bei^derson, R. J. Mentioned 977^ 070^ 002^ 003 
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Pago. 

Henderson, Thomas. Montione<l !iM,25 

Henderson, Wesley H. Mentioned ‘278 

Henderson's Station, Term. Capture of, November 25, 1862, 

Orders of Grant commending conduct of ladies 526 

Report of Pbineas Pease 525 

Henessey, Patrick. Mentioned 196 

Henley, J. C. Mentioned 694 

Hennessey, Michael. Mentioned 270 

Henry, Port, Tenn. Operations about, September 18-28, 1862, and skirmishes. 

Report of William W. Lowe 62 

Henry, John. Mentioned 522,523 

Henry, J. R. Mentioned 400 

Henry von Phnl, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Hepburn, William P. Mentioned 20 

Hernando, Miss. Expedition to, September 8-13, 1862. See Men^lUe, Tenn. 
Expedition from, September 1862. 

Hernando, Miss. Expedition to, Jnne 21, 1862. Report of Benjamin E[. 

Grierson 9 

Herren, Gadi. Mentioned 384 

Herrick, Thomas P. Mentioned 492 

Herrick, Walter P. Mentioned... 191 

Hershey, John E. Mentioned 328 

Hervey, James W. Mentioned 584,585 

Hess, William. Mentioned - 270 

Hewitt, Thomas L. Mentioned 324 

Heyl, Charles C. Mentioned 176,180,181,187,191 

Hiawatha, Steamer. Mentioned - 614 

Hickenlooper, Andrew. 

Mentioned 176,336,340,346 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-11, 1862 341 

Hickory, Tenn. Scout to, October 23, 1862. See MempMSi T&nn. Scout from, 
October 1862. 

Higbee, Albert T. Mentioned 770 

Higgins, Edward. 

Mentioned 669, 673, 683, 684 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 27, 1862 694 

Higgins, Silas C. Mentioned 142,143,513 

Hight, W. Mentioned - 47,48 

Higley, M. A. Mentioned - 341,345,365 

Hill, CorporaL Mentioned SfcJ 

HiQ, Iiafayette. Mentioned - 148 

Hill, L. E. Mentioned 36 

Hill, Philip. Mentioned 86 

BKll, William. Mentioned 369 

HmiB, David B. Mentioned 116 

Hills, Veloms T. Mentioned - - 48 

HiUyer, William S. Mentioned-.- 68 

Hindman, Port, Ark. See Jrkaneae Poet, Ark. 

Etobday, James. Mentioned 328 

Hobson, A. W. Mentioned 389,417,419 

£U>chstadt^, Andrew. Mentioned 270 

Hoffinann, Iiouis. 

Mentioned 638,654,700,704,773 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., Deoembeor 26-31, 1862» 645 
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Hogan, John H. Mentioned 270 

Hoge, Gfoorge B, Mentioned 776 

Hogg, Harvey. Mentioned 44,45,47-49 

Hogg, William N. Mentioned 395,401,404 

Holcomb, Blvin "if. Mentioned 78 

Holland, Orlando S. Mentioned 134 

Hollister, Charles. Mentioned 176,202 

fiCoUy Springs, Miss. 

Capture of, December 20, 1862. 

ComniunicatiouH from 

Snrgeon-GeueraPs Office, U. S. A 611^ 

War Department, XJ. S 511 

Orders of 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 516 ^ 

Grant. U. 8 515,516 C 

Beports of 

Grant, U. S 477 ^ 

MnddjJolinJ - 512 ^ 

Murphy, Robert C 508^ 

True, JsanoB M 511 * 

Tan Dom, Earl 503 ^ 

Wirtz, Horace B 510 ' 

Evacnaiion of, January 9-10, 1863. Report of Jam<‘« B. McPherson 487 

Esq^lltion jProm, Jnly 25-Angust 1, 1862. Report of Joseph Wheeler 23 

See idso 

Jnly 27, 1862. Toone^a Station. Affair near. 

28. 1862. Sumboldtj Tmn. BJcinniah near. 

29. 1862. JECatdkie Bottom^ Tmn. Affcbir at. 

Expedition to, June 15-18, 1862. Report of W. T. Sherman 8 

Boont toward, September 5-6, 1862. Report of Benjamin H. Grierson 55 

Skirmishes at and near. 

July 1, 1862. Report of James W. Denver SiO 

Nov. 13, 1862. Reports of Albert L. Lee 488, 489 

See also report of Grant, p. 470. 

28-29, 1862 465 

Holman, John H. 

Mentioned 102,103,207,216,217 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of Con- 
federate forces, October 5-12, 1862 

Inka, Miss. Enga^ment at, September 19, 1862 103 

Holmes, B. R, Mentioned 683, 694 

Holmes^ Samuel A. 

Mentioned 105,174,206,207,227,228,233,236,241 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 

Inka, Miss, Engagement at, September 19, 1862 Ill 

Holmes, Theophilus H. 

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector Gteneral’s Office, C. S. A 782 

Mentioned 603,780,787 

Holmes, William P, Mentioned 279 

Holson, IT. A. Mentioned * 235 

Hblston, J. Q. P. Mentioned 69,79 

Holt, James JSt, Mentioned 587 
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Holt) Peter. Mentioned 51j) 

Hooe, Roy Mason. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Daniel Buggies, 

Hooper, H.R. Mentioned 404 

Hoover, J. S. Mentioned 

Hope, Jeunea B. Mentioned 

Hoppe, Louis. Mentioned 

Homey, Leonidas. 

Mentioned 112,206,207,229-^^2 

Report: of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 237 

Horn Lake Creek, Miss. Skirmish at, Angnst 16,1862. Report of John S. 

Bowles 32 

Horton, Stephen W. Mentioned 743 

Hoszner, Charles H. Mentioned 248 

Hotaling, John R. Mentioned 303 

Hough, J. Mentioned 727 

Houston, David W. Mentioned 275 

, Hovey, Alvin P. 

Congratulatory orders. Expedition to vicinity of Gren ada, Miss. , N ovember 

27-December 6, 1862 533 

Mentioned 528, 529, 5:^6, 538, 602 

Orders, circulars, series 1862, Decerhber 6 53:1 

Reports of expedition to vicinity of Grenada, Miss., November 27-Deeem- 

ber6, 1862 530,532 

Hovey, Charles B. 

Mentioned 604, 608, 651, a52, 700, 703, 704, 700, 718, 7,57, 758, 76:^765, 769, 774 

Reiiorfc of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 18^ 765 

Hovis, L. B. Mentioned 490 

Howard, N. B. Mentioned 278,279 

Howard, Philip J. Mentioned 373 

Howard, Samuel R. Mentioned 632, 743 

Howe, A. L. Mentioned 191 

Howe, Marshall S. Mentioned 603 

Hubbard, Andrew. Mentioned - - - 330 

Hubbard, Lucius F. 

Mentioned 180,181 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 200 

Znka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 87 

Hudgens, David W. Mentioned 539 

Hudson, James B. Mentioned ' 316 

Hudsonville, Miss. Skirmish at. 

Nov. 8, 1862. See La Grang^ Tenn, Beoonnaissaneefrom, Nov. 8-9, 1862^ 

Dec. 1, 1862 465 

Hughes, Andrew. Mentioned 86 

HuU, Ameujiah. Mentioned 111,236 

Humboldt, Tenn. 

Affair near, October 9, 1862. Report of J. Morris Tonng 469 

Capture of, by Confederates, December 20, 1862. Report of Jacob Fry 560 

See also reports of Forrest^ p. 693. 

Recapture of, by Union forces, December 20, 1862. Communications ftom 

George P. Ihrie 566 

See also reports of Forrest, p. 593 ; Ihrie, p. 562. 

Skirmishes at and near. 

July 28, 1862. Reports of Grenville M. Dodge - 26 

Sept. 5, 1862. See JBwmt Bridge, Tenn. Skkrmisk at. Sept, 5, 1862. 
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Htmgate, John. Mentioned 584 

Hunt, Lientenant. Mentioned ^28 

Hunt, Thomats B. Mentioned 223 

Hunter, David T. Mentioned 785 

Hunter, John M. Mentioned 408 

Hxmter, William. Mentioned 312, 314 

Huntingdon, Tenn. Skirmishes at and near. 

Dec. 27, 1862. See report of Forrest^ p. 595. 

29, 1862. See report of Forreei^ p. 595. 

30, 1862. Report of Cyrns L. Dunham 579 

See also report of Forrest, p. 595. 

Huntington, John G. Mentioned 176, 278, 279 

Hurlbut, Frederick J. 

M4*ntiom‘d 290,344 

Rfporl of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 296 

Hurlbut, Stephen A. 

Assignments to command 4 


CongratnUtory orders. Engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tonn., October 


’ S, 1862 308 

Mentioned 154, 15.5, 167-159, 161, 16:M65, 

196, 214,3024104, :109, 311,312, 315. 328, 333, 368, 377, 396,618 

Report of skirmish near Middleton, Tenn., October 4, and engagement af- 

ECatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 305 

Hurat,D. W. Mentioned 405,406,410,411 

Hurst, Fielding. Mentioned 307^ 372 

Hurst, Zievoia. Mentioned ’ 33O 

Hussey, Cyrus. Mentioned 74 q 

Hutchins, Thomas E. Mentioned 039,724 

Hutchinson, A. S. Mentioned 781, 792, 793| 795 

Hutchinson, Frederick S. Mentioned 

Hutchinson, L. B. 



reetimoay of, Van Dorn Conrt of Inquiry 437 433 

HutohluBon. R. R. Mentioned ’ ’41.5 

Hatton, John H. Mentioned . 20 

Hyde, Peter Ii. Mentioned 

Hyaer, W. W. Mentioned - . 195 

Steamer. Mentioned 

Ihrle, George P. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S... , 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C 

Mentioned ^ 

Reports of 

^nton, Tenn. Capture of, by Confederate forces, December 20, 1862 . 560 

west Tennessee. Operations during Porrest^s expedition into. Decem- 
ber 20-23, 1862 efio 

Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 

627, 701, 705, 707, 708, 716, 722, 

723, 725, 726, 728, 740, 745-748, 751-753; Vaughn^s, 482, 483. W 
1st (Rotteriet), A, 58, 614,628,629,701,704,706,718,756,772-775: 
^»701,704,706,718, 75(5, 772, 773, 775, 778; H, 635, 718, 755, 

B, 248, 260,291: C, 62; 464; D, 
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Illinois Troops. Mentioned — Continned. 

OavsHiy— Battalions : Stewart's, SSi, 27, 544, 545, 549, KiO ; Thielemann’s, 

603, 614, 7(11, 719. Companies : Pord’^ 144, 176, 3.52, 356, X>7, 544, 546, 550 ; 
Jenks’, 76. 173; Kane County, 700,717. Regiments : let, !•; 2d, 31, 44, 

45, 47-49, 141-143, 146-143, 304, 460, 461, 478, 436, 487, 512. 513, 51.'., 519, 520 ; 

3d, 533, 62.-i, 700, 713, 719, 722, 74.5, 751 ; 41*, 21, 492, 495, 497, .524 ; 5th, 533, 

535 ; 6th, 9, 30, 55-60, 461-^63, 484, 492, 493, 516-520 ; 7th, 13, 13, 69. 114, 115, 

167, 174, 436, 492, 494, 495, 497, 500-502, 526, 527, 796, 797 ; 9th, KJ;), .'■>30. 530 ; 

10th, .53.1 ; 11th, 9, 44.47, 144, 174, 243, 482, 553-558, 560. 

Infantry— ffey/me/Jfs; 7th, 175, 252-254, 259-261. 289-294, 296-298, 337,:538, 

344.346.351.354.549 ; 9th, 17.5, 253,255, 258, 259, 261, 282, 283, 544, 545; 

12th, 175, 233, 252, 253, 2.55, 2.'^3, 259, 261, 268, 283-286, 288; 13th, 604, 615, 
625,(153-6.53,700,717,770; 14th, 304, 321-323, 325-327, 329 ; 15th, 304, 321- 
323, 325, 327, 334 ; 17th, 481 ; 18th, 553, 574, 578-681, 584-580 ; 20th, 44, 

50, .5( (9 ; 25th, 28 ; 26th,78, 81, 86, 173, 179, 198, 199, 201, 203, 507, 508 ; 28th, 
304,312,:J1;!, 317; 29th, 368, 372. 373 ; 30th, 44, 50, 485 ; 31st, 368, 372; 

32a, 304, 312, 314 ; 35th, 28; 36th. 187; diet, 304,315,486 ; 43d, 481-483, 

485, 555-5(i0 ; 45th, 44, 49 ; 46th, 304, 321-325, 327-330, 332, 334, 335 ; 47th, 

73, /:>, 76, 78, 81, 83, 86, (J7, 173, 179, 197-201, 203 ; 48th, 549 ; 49th, 52.5, 526 ; 

50th, 17.>, 252-254, 261,290-292,294-297,337, 338, 344, 549 ; 526. 175, 201, 

2.'-h5, 256, 200-262, 272-277, 285, 549 ; 536,304,312,313,316,486 ; 54th, 483; 

5Sth, 462,615,625,028,635,701,718,772,777-779 ; 56th, 174, 207, 210,227, 
228,230-234, 285 ; 57th, 175, 252-254,260, 261, 290-292, 296-298, 337, 338, 

344.549 ; 58th, 175, 251, (iOO; Slat, 481-483, 485, 555-558 ; 626, 483, 509, 
511,512; 64th, 174,249, 250 ; 726, 145,147; 77th, 614,701, 716, 725, 726, 
737,739-741; 8l8t,562 ; 836,463,464; 90th. 525 ; 97th, 614, C.31-633, 701, 
707,710, 725, 731,739, 740, 742-744; 1036, 486; 106th, 56;(; 108th, 614, 

631, 6:^2,701,716,725,739, 740,744; 109th. 515; 113th, 615, 701,718,775, 

776; 116th, 614, 62.5, 6:«, 634, 701, 718, 775, 776 ; 118th, 615, 644, 701,707, 
717,745-748,750; 119th, 594; 1226, 483,503, 562, 578, 579, 581, 582,584- 
589; 126th, 564; 127th, 615,625,636, 701, 718,772, 777,778; 131st, 614, 
627,701,716,72.5,739. 

InuneU, Lorenzo D. 

Mentioned 80,81,92,106-109,207,215,228,230 


Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 18® - 241 

luka. Miss. Kngasement at, Septem'beT 19, 1862 107 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Light — Batteries: 6tb,21; 9th, 46-48; 14tb, 553-656. 

Cayslrg— Regiments ; Ist, 533, 534, 536, 537 ; 4th, 627, 701, 716, 725. 

Infiintry— Reg/menfe.- 11th, 530,531,538; 16th, 614,625,701, 707, 716, 724- 
727, 729-733, 735, 736 ; 24th, 630, 531, 538 ; 25th, 304, 313, 321-323, 325, 328- 
332, 520-523, .525 ; 48th, 73, 75, 76, 78, 90, 91, 94, 95, 97, 98, 101, 106, 174,207, 
216-219,241; 49th, 615,(525,644,645.647,701,717,722,745,753 ; 50th, 484, ( 

553, 578-582, 584-.589 ; 526, 11,146; 536,304,313,321-323,330,331; 54th, 
615,625,648-650,701.717,745 ; 59th, 174, 216-220,222 ; 60th, 614,701,716, 

725. 727, 729, 730, 733-r35, 738; 67th, 614, 625, 701, 716, 725, 727, 729, 730, 735 ; 

69th. 615,625,644, 645, 701, 707, 717, 745-747, 750 ; 836, 615,625, 701,718, 
777.778 ; 89th, 701. 

IxxgerdoU; Robert G. 

Mentioned i--- 8^,336^550,551,660,593 


Report of sMrmisb at Xexington, Tenn., Deoember IS, I860 553 

Iowa, Steamer. Mentioned - 614 
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Iowa Tzoops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light ~^a«er/eg ; 1 st, 538, 604, 615, 639, 651, a58, 659, 700, 704, 718, 
769 ; 24 78, 69, 173, 179, 197, 199, 203, 204. 

Csvalry-^^^/n7e/7fe: 24 17-20, 26, 4M3, 75, 78, 113-115, 139, 140, 174, 221, 
244, 490, 492, 497, .500-502, 514 ; 34 4th, 533 ; 5th, 36, 38, 39, 02, 150. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne 77 fe; 24 175, 255, 256, 261, 272-275, 278, 279, 549 ; 34 304, 
312, 313, 316-318, 486 ; 4th, 604, 615, 625, 652, 658-661, 700, 718, 769 ; 5th, 73, 
75,76,78,90-92,94-90,99,100, 102-104, 110, 132, 174, 209, 213, 216, 217,2^0, 
221, 225 ; 7th, 175, 23;^, 255, 259, 261, 272-275, 28(L282, 549 ; 8 th, 175, 2.51, 
275, ;?00; 9th, 604, 615, 62.5, 700, 718, 769,770; 10th, 73-76, 78, 80, 81, 91, 
ll«>, 107-109, 174, 227, 228, 230-232, 234, 235. 239, 240; 11th, 176, 336, ;i40, 
359-362, 304-;i66; 12th, 175,251,300; 13th, 176, 336, 340, 359-;iG6 ; 14th, 
175, 251, m ; 15th, 176, 336, 338, 340, 359-366 ; 16th, 75, 7(3, 78, 90, 94, 95, 
97, 100, 101, 106, 176, 336, 338, 341, 359-366 ; 17th, 76, 78, 10(3, 107, 109-112, 
171, 174,207, 209, 227, 228, 230-233, 2116, 237, 281 ; 25th, 604, (515, 62r, 700, 
718, 7(35-768; 26th, 604,615,652,700, 718,769 ; 28th, 538,604; 30th, 538, 
625, 652, 659| 661, 700, 718, 769-771 : 31st, 604, 615, 625, 700, 718, 765-7(37 ; 
34th, 604,615,700,718,769 ; 39th, 301, 653, 578.579, 581-583,585.-590. 


Irvin, Jaines M. Mentioned 5^82 

Irwin, Alexander. Mentioned 5>82 

Irwin, Robert. Mentioned 741 

Isabella. Steamer. Mentioned 015 

Island No. 10, Tenn. Sfeinnish at, October 17, 1862. Reports of 

Dodge, Grenville M. 4^0 

McNeil, Quincy 4 ^ 


Inka, Miss. 

Engagement at, September 19, 1862. 

Casualties. Eetuirui of 

Confederate troops 

Union troops 

Commnnications from 

Grant, U. S 

McPherson, James B 

Ord, E. 0. C 

Price, Sterling 

Roseorans, W. S 

Ross, L. F 

Van Dom, Earl 

Congratulatory orders. 

Hamilton, C. S 

Rosecrans, W. S 

Ordnance stores captured by Confederates# 
Reports of 

Adams, P. W 

Bartilson, Matthias H 

Boomer, George B 

Brent, P 

Campbell, Archibald B 

Colbert, W, B 

Dawson, William E 

Eddy, NTorman-t 

Paris, J. L.- 

PuUer; John W 

Gates, Bigah 


126, 127, 133, 134, 13(3 

77,78 

66,67,118 

70,71 

70 

129 

66,(37,71 

119 

129 

93 

76 

Report of J. W. Gillespie 137 

134 

112 

102 

135 

79 

127 

131 

97 

130 

82 

127 
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Ittka, Miss. — CoDtlDued. 

Engagement at, September 19, 1862. 

Reports of 

Gillmore, Robert A.—* 86 

Grant, U. S 64 

Hamilton, C. S 89 

Hubert, Louis 12:^,124 

Holman, John H 103 

Holmes, Samuel A Ill 

Hubbard, Lucius F 87 

Immell, Lorenzo D 107 

Le Gro, Ebenezer 101 

Lothrop, Warren L 80 

McDonald, J. W 133 

McLain, Robert i:i3 

Martin, John D 131 

Matthies, Charles L iH) 

Maurice, Thomas D 85 

Maury, Dabney H 122, 136 

Mizuer, John K - 113 

Mower, Joseph A 85 

Noyes, Edward F 84 

Ord, E. 0. C 117 

Perczel, Nicholas - 108 

Price, Sterling 119 

Prince, Edward - - - 115 

Robbins, George W 89 

Rosecrans, W. S 69-72 

Rugg, De Witt C ^ 

Sanborn, John B 94 

Sanders, Addison H 100 

Smith, J. L. Kirby 84 

Spaulding, Zephaniah 8 Si 

Spoor, Nelson T 89 

Stanley, David S 81 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C 105 

Thrush, William A 86 

Weber, Andrew J 87 

Whitfield, J.W 128 

Wiles, William M — - 80 

Willcox, Lyman G 115 

Young, John L 109 

Reconnaissance toward, and skirmish, September 16, 1862. Report of 

Alexander W. Dees 61 

See also report of Kawrify p. |36, 

Skirmishes near. 

Sept. 13, 1862. Report of Robert C. Murphy 60 

20, 18b^. Soe JMton road, JSkirmish on the, 20, 1868L 

27, 1862 - 3 

Tvy, Edward. Mentioned 406 

vTackBon, Tezm. 

Engagement near, December 19, 1862. Reports of 

Brayman, Mason * 4Sl 
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JackaoD, Tenn. — Continned. 

Engagement near, December 19, 188B. Eeporte of 

Engelmann, Adolph ^ 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C *- 551 

See also West Tennessee* FortesVs eo^ediiton into, Decernber 15, 1862-t/an- 
uary 1863. Reports of 

"Den^vt, Adolph. DibreH, George G. Forrest, !Nr. B. 

Expedition to, July SS-Augnsfc 1, 1862. See Holly Springs, Miss. JSxpedi- 
turn from, July HS^-August 1, 1862. 

Jackson^ A. J. Mentioned 335 

Jackson^ Charles H. Mentioned ^^9, 352 

Jackson, Oscar L. Mentioned 193 

Jackson, William H. 

Mentioned - 1^^» 12-14, 27 , 29, 52, 120, 

375, 378-380, :184, 404, 406, 413, 424, 425, 429, 490, 504, 506, 508, 518, 577 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-7, 1862 - - 384 

Jackson, William W. Mentioned 307 

Jacobi, Otto. Mentioned 249 

Jacobson, T. Mentioned 106, 229, 232 

Jaensch, Frederick. Mentioned 653,656 

James, Edward A. Mentioned - 311,322,332 

Jaquith, A, E. Mentioned 353, 35b 

Jay, J. M. Mentioned 769 

Jayne, Henry. Mentioned 708 

J. C. Snow, Steamer, Mentioned 614,728,730 

Jeffers, W. D. Mentioned 549 

JeSerson, John W. 

Mentioned 181,197 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 202 

Jenkins, Isaac. Mentioned 573 

Jenkins, Wiltcm A. Mentioned 533 

Jenney, William l»e B. 

Mentioned 623,758 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 20, 1862-Jauuary 

3, 1863 625 

Jesanp, Robert B. Mentioned - 532 

Jewell, G. B. Mentioned 796 

J. H. Dickey, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Jobe, W. P. Mentioned 284 

Joel, Benjamin. Mentioned - 270 

John J. Roe, Steamer. Mentioned - 604,615 

Johnson, . Mentioned * 515 

Johnson, Abda. Mentioned 667, 677, 678 

Johnson, Al&ed. Mentioned 781, 792 

Johnson, Amoxy K. 

Mentioned 312,317,487 

Eeport of engagement at Hatohie Bridge, Term., October 6, 1862 313 

Johnson, B. S. Mentioned 782 i 

Johnson, Charles P. Mentioned lllj 

Johnson, H. P. Mentioned 104, 260, 388, 394, 401, 402, 44^ 

Johnson, D. H. Mentioned 46fl{ 


Johnson, Robert A. MenMoned 
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Jolinaon, W. H. Mentioned 683 

Johnston, Prank. Mentioned 667,682,683,687,690,691,693 

Johnston, Henry S. Mentioned 130 

Johnston, Joseph JL 

Assignments to command — 4 

Correspondence witii 

Adjutant and Inspector General^s OjBftce, C.S.A 789 

Garland, Eohert R 787 

Mentioned 476,789 

Johnston, Theo. Mentioned 392 

John Warner, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615 

Joiner, Josiah. Mentioned 233 

Joiner, Thomas E. Mentioned 328 

Jones, B. S. Mentioned 708 

Jones, Daniel W. Mentioned-.-. — 161,389,402 

Jones, John J. 

Mentioned 324,332 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862.. 327 

Jones, R. W. Mentioned 567 

Jones, Samuel E. Mentioned - 107,241 

Jones, Thomas H. Mentioned 580 

Jones, Thomas W. Mentioned - 142,513 

Jones, William. 

Mentioned 321,324 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 330 

Jordan, Will. A. Mentioned.... 761 

Joseph, Allen. Mentioned 743 

J. S. Pringle, Steamer. Mentioned.... 614,735 

Judy, John J. Mentioned 580 

Jumpertown, Miss. Skirmish at, Hovembeo: 6, 1862 4^ 

J, W. Cheeseman, Steamer, Mentioned 614 

Kaga, Abraham. Mentioned 48 

Kansas Troopa Mentioned. 

Cavalry— 5th, 533 ; 7th, 26, 26,28, 35, 36, 42, 43, 75, 78, 83, 113- 
115, 167, 174, 243, 275, 484, 490, 492. 

Infantry— / 1st, 368, 370, 371, 373. 

Kaufinan, Peter B. Mentioned 625 

Keck, McHewell. Mentioned - 625 

Keele, Michael Mentioned 330 

E:eenon,J.G. Mentioned 307 

Kefier, Edward. Mentioned - - 233 

Keigwin, A. H. Mentioned 731,736 

Keigwizt, James. Mentioned 645,647 

Keim, Walker L. Mentioned - 389 

Kellogg, Henry C. Mentioned — - 678 

Kellogg, Jay W. Mentioned 204 

Kelly, John D. Mentioned 67 

Kelly, John G. Mentioned 126 

Kelly, William. Mentioned 196 

Kendrick, Prank A. Mentioned 114, 115, 502 

Eleimebrew, W. H. Mentioned - 408 

Kennedy, Justin C. Mentioned ...... ...... 359,362 

Kenner, Valentine. Mentioned ...... — .... 270 

54 R R— VOL xvn 
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Kennerly, ljewi« H. 

Mentioned - 416,437,449 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 440 

Kennett, H. G. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see W. S, JSoseeram^ 

Kleimett, S. M., Steamer. Mentioned ^4, 615 

Kentucky. Morgan^s second raid in, Deeember 22, 1862-January 3, 1863. Be- 

port of Braxton Bragg 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light — Batteries : Hedden’s, 504, 506. 

Carsilry^Begimenis : 1st, 593, 599 ; Faulkner’s,* 29, 30, 146, 460, 462. 

Infantry— 3 d, 376, 405, 407, 409, 504 ; 7th, 375, 407, 409 ; 8th, 504- 
507. 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Cavalry— ^sSf/me/ifs : 10th, 731. 

Engineers — Companies: Patterson's, 647. 

Infantry — Regiments : 7th, t 615, 625, 647, 701, 708, 717, 722, 745, 752 ; 19th, 

614, 701, 707, 716, 725, 726,731, 738-740, 742, 744, 745 ; 22d, 615, 625, 638, 

639, 648-650, 687, 701, 717, 745. 

Kerr, J. H. Mentioned 408 

Kerr, Lncien H. Mentioned 555, 593 

Kershner, Philip. Mentioned - - 039, 650 

Key West, Steamer. Mentioned - 604,615 

Key West No. 2, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Kimball, Joseph £L Mentioned. 737 

Kixnmel, M. M. 

Mentioned 422,447 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 447, 448 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Earl Vam, Dom. 

TTing j Engig n H. Mentioned - - - 365 

King, Houston. Mentioned - 125 

Eling^ John. (Corporal.) Mentioned - 237 

King; John. (Lieutenant. ) Mentioned ...... 352 

Kin g John- (Major.) Mentioned — ............ 403 

ging John W. Mentioned 278 

Kinney, Peter. 

Correspondence with Thomas Worthington 11 

Mentioned 10,11 

Kinney, Thomas J. Mentioned - 594 

Kirtser, Christopher. Mentioned 625 

Kinsman, John D. Mentioned 176, 364 

Kirby, Byron. Mentioned 250 

Kirby, Dennis T. Mentioned 776 

Kirk, M. T. Mentioned - 731 

Kirkbiide, Andrew B, Mentioned 751,752 

Kirkland, David. Mentioned 196 

Kirkwood, Samuel J. Mentioned 228 

Kittel, G^rge W. Mentioned 300 

Kittle Josiah W. Mentioned: 365 

Kittredge^ William T. Mmxtioned 223 

Khnck, I». G. Report of capture of steamer W. B. Terry on the Tennessee 

River, Angnst 31, 1862 52 

Kloug^ John W. Mentioned 278 

Knob Creek, Tenn. Skinni sh at, January 8, 1863 5 

* Oig»ikati 0 ii oompleted September IB, 1888. tSometiines called 8d Begimeint. 
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Page. 

Koehler, Anton P. Mentioned 527,796 

Koninszeski, Ladislaus E. Mentioned 102-104 

Kossnth, Miss. Skirmish near, Angnst 27, 1862. 

Comm unications from W. S. Eosecrans 42 

Eeport of Albert L. Lee 42 

Kostmann, Carl. Mentioned 317 

Knhn, J. Mentioned 366 

Kxihn, John H. Mentioned 283 

Lacy, P. Mentioned 226 

Lady Jackson, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

La Payette Landing, Tenn. Affair near, October 3, 1862. Eeport of William 

W. Lowe 150 

La Fayette Station, Tenn. Affair near, June 25, 1862. 

Communications from Thomas Worthington 11 

Congratulatory orders. Bragg 12 

Eeport of William H. Eaynor 10 

Lagow, C. B. Mentioned A 67,69 


For correspondence, etc., see £ 7 . 8, Grant. 


La Grange, Tenn. 

Expedition to, September 20-22, 1862, and skirmish. See Bolivar, Tonn. 

Expedition from, 20-22, 1862. 

Occupied by Union forces, Nov. 4, 1862. See report of Grant, p. 467. 


Eeconnaissance feom, Nov, 8-9, 1862. Eeports of J. B. McPherson 486,487 

See also reporta of Grant, pp. 468, 469. 

Lake, Calvin B. Mentioned 282 

Lakin, James BC. Mentioned 317 

Lamar, Miss. Eeconnaissance toward, Nov. 6, 1862. Eeport of Isaac 0. Pcigh. 486 

Lamar, Janies C. Mentioned 743 

Lamberg, Carl A. 

Mentioned : 180, 181 

Eeport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit 

of Confederate forces. October 5-9, 1862 194 

Landgraeber, Clemens. Mentioned^ 651,704,765 

Landis, John C, Mentioned - 390 

Landram, 'William J. 


Mentioned 607, 608, 624, 627, 701, 704, 707, 716, 725-727, 730, 731 

Eeport of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 739 

Landry, J. O. Mentioned 688 

Langford, William S. Mentioned.... 331 

Lanier, Thomas C. Mentioned. 389 

Lanning, Richard. 

Mentioned 106, 112, 176, 206, 207, 228, 232, 239 

Eeport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 239 

Lanphere, Charles H. 

Mentioned 639, 701, 705, 745, 746 

Eeport of operations against Vioksbnrg, Miss., December 26-30, 1862 640 

Lanstmm, Christian B. Mentioned — — 361 

La Point, Moses A. Mentioned 358 

Larkin, Victor C. Mentioned 330,523 

Lathrop, W. H, Mentioned 187 

Latimer, Milford M. Mentioned 113, 115-117 

Langhlin, David. Mentioned - 202 

Lauman, Jacob G. \ 

Mentio^ed - 69, 141-143, 30^-306p31»-31^ 320-323^406^ 
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Latiman, Jacob G. — Coiitinue<l, 

Reports of 

Boliv'tr, Tenn. Expedition from, September 20-22, 1862 140 

Hatcbie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 311 

Middleton, T mn. Skirmish near, October 4, 1802 311 

Lawler, Michael K. 

Mentioned 45, 157, 158, 300, 367-371 , 483, 552, 559, 568, 571, 572, 574, 576 

Reports of 

Britton^s Lane, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 1, 1862 49 

Clifton, Tenn. Skirmish near, January 3, 1863 591 

C^orinth, Miss. Pursuit of Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 372 

Medon, Tenn. Skirmish at, August 31, 1862 49 

Tooue’s Station, Tenn. Skirmish near, Augnst 31, 1862 49 

Lawler, William. Mentioned 408 

Lawrence, Greorge M. Mentioned 78 

Lay, John P. 

Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 7 

Mentioned 7,8 

Report of skirmish at Clear Creek, near Baldwyn, Miss., June 14, 1862 5 

Leahy, Michael. Mentioned 316 

Lebo, W. B. Mentioned 4S5 

Lee, Albert L. 

Correspondence with W. S. Roseorans 4 j 

Ment ioned 42, 75, 167, 172, 174, 179, 214, 242- 

245,275,287,288, 369,371, 468-470, 487, 491-495, 497, 500, 518-520, .577 

Reports of 

Holly Springs, Miss. Skirmish at, November 13, 1862 488,489 

Kossuth, Miss. Skirmish near, August 27, 1862 42 

Rienzi, Miss. Expedition from, August 19-21, 1862 35 

Ripley, Miss. Expeditious to. 

July 27-29, 1862 25 

Nov. 19-20, 1862 490 

Lee^ Alaey B, Mentioned 315 


Lee, C. BL For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutmt and Inspector GeneraVs 
C.S.A, 


Lee, George. Mentioned 20 

Lee, Henry B. Mentioned 683 

Lee, R. B. Mentioned 9 

Lee, Robert B. Mentioned 451 

Lee, Stephen D. 

Correspondence with John C. Pemberton 675, *685 

Mentioned 666-669, 671, 673-677, 679, 680, 685, 690, 692, 694' 

Reports of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 25, 1862-Jan- 

nary2, 1863 680,684 

Leggett, Mortimer D. 

Mentioned I... 44,45,48 

Reports of 

Bolivar, Tenn. Skirmish near, August 30, 1862 46 

Somerville, Tenn. Reconnaissance toward, November 5, 1862 485 

Le Qro, Ebeneser. 

Mentioned 90 

of engagement at laka, Miss., September 19, 1862 101 

Leigh. Richard W. Mentioned :j90 

Lemext, Beverly W. Mentioned 709 
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Lemert, 71iaddeas. Mentioned 719,709 

Lenoir, T. M. Mentioned 22 

Leonard, Joseph. Mentioned - A 737 

Lester, J. D. Mentioned 405, 400, 409, 412 

Lewman, Moses T. Mentioned - 346 

Lewis, David F. Mentioned 330 

Lewis, Edwin E. Mentioned * 641 

Lewis, Oliver C. Mentioned 279 

Lexington, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 18, 1862. Eeports of 

IngersoU, Eobert G 553 

Snllivan, Jeremiah C 651 

See also West Tennessee. Forrests expedition iniOy December 15, 1862-J«n- 
uary 3, 1863. Eeports of 

Librell, G^rge G. Porrest, K. B. 

L'Hommediea, S. S., jr. Mentioned 737 

Lieb, Herman. Mentioned 370,372 

Lincoln, A’hrahflm 

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 160 

Mentioned 68, 159, 474, 476, 516, 710 

Lindsay, Frank. Mentioned 9 

Lindsey, Daniel W. 

Mentioned 637-640, 

644-646, 701, 704, 705, 707, 717, 722-724, 728, 745, 746, 748, 749, 752 

Eeports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 751 

Yicksbnrg, Miss. Operations against, December 26-30, 1862 646 

Lioness, U. S. S. Mentioned - 662, 663 

Lippincott, Charles E. Mentioned - - 139 

Lippold, Oottleib. Mentioned 148 

Little, A. J. Mentioned - - 782 

Little, Henry. Mentioned 64, 70, 74, 122-126, 132, 134-136 

Little, M. Mentioned 593 

Little, Oscar. Mentioned 776 

Little Bear Creek, Ala. SkirmiEOi at, December 12, 18^. See Tfsemmbia, 

Ala. Beoonnaissanoe toward, December 9-14, 1862. 

Livingston, Major. Mentioned 731 

Lockhart, W. A. Mentioned - 686,690,693 

Logan, John. 

Mentioned 312 

Eeport of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5> 1862 314 

Logan, John A. 

Mentioned 485,492 

Eeports of 

Burnt Bridge, near Humboldt, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 5> 1862 . 54 

Hatchie Bottom, near Denmark, Tenn. Affair at, July 29, 1062 27 

Logan, Samuel B. Eeport of capture of Union City, Tenn., by Confederate 

forces, December 21, 1862 5jB7 

Longcor, Addison N. Mentioned 3^ 

Loomis, John M. 

Mentioned-. - 467,488 

Eeport of affair near Oxford, Miss., December 4, 1862 507 ^ 

Loomis, Reuben. Mentioned — 55,519 . 

Lothro^), Warren L. \\ 

Mentioned 75,107,194,195,268 ] 

Eeport of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 80 ; 
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lioadon, Dd Witt C. Memtion^ — — — 147 

LoTighxidge, John P. Mentioned — 282 

Xionisiana* Operations in. » Se© JSiilUken^s Bend, Im* JSxpe^^oft yVoia, Deoen^ 
her 25-26, 1862. 

Louiaiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— A, Point© Conpde, 504 ; Watson, 376, 412, 413, 

422. 

Cavalry — Companies: Denson’s, 780, 783, 785, 792; ITutt's, 780,792. 

Infantry — BaitaUons: Dupelre’a Zouaves, 375, 3^. Regiments: Ist, 681; 

3d. 117, 123, 126, 127, 374, 382; IVth, 666, 667, 669, 671, 675, 681, 682, 686, 
688-692, 695 ; 22d, 669, 671, 675, 694 ; 26th, 667, 669, 671, 675, 681, 682, 686- 
690, 692 ; 27th, 674 ; 29th.* 667, 669, 671, 675, 681-683, 687, 688, 691, 695, 


696; 31st, 667-669, 671, 675, 677, 678, 696, 697. 

Louisiana, City oft Steamer. Mentioned 614,728 

Love, Hiram W. Mentioned 244,492 

Lovell, JT. Mentioned * — 260,262,270,275 

Lovell, Mansfield. 

Mentioned 155, 157, 159, 170, 171, 375, 378-381, 384- 

386, 388, 394-398, 407, 416-419, 421-429, 432-435, 443, 447, 456, 503-505 

Beports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 404 

Hatcdiie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement October 5, 1862 ....... .... — 404 

Loving^ Alexander W. Mentioned 797 

Lowe, William W. 

Correspondence with TJ. S. Grant - 38 

Mentioned - 698,798 

Beports of 

Cumberland Iron Works, Tenn. Skirmish at; Angnst 26, 1862.. 38,39 

Donelson, Port, Tenn. Skirmishes at and near, 

Ang. 23,1862 36 

25, 1862 37 

Henry and Donelson, Forts, Tenn. Operations about, September 18- 

23, 1862, and skirmishes 62 

La Payette Landing, Tenn. Affiair near, October 3, 1862 150 

Lower, John J. Mentioned - - 39 

Lower Post Perry, Tenn. Affair near, July 27, 1862. See Toon^a StaUonf 

Tern. 

Lowndes, William. Mentioned 358 

Lowry, George. Mentioned 11 

Lowry, Robert. 

Mentioned - 416,439 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 439 

Lowxys Ferry, Tenn. Skirmish at, J anuaiy 11, 1863. Beport of B. V. Bich- 

ardson 797 

Lucas, Thomas J. 

Mentioned - 730,731 

Beport of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 732 

Luke, Jolm W. Mentioned 327 

Lumpkin’s Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, Nov. 29, 1862. Beport of O. S. Hamilton. 491 

Lundy, E.C. Mentioned 506 

Luzerne, Steamer. Mentioned 700,720 

Lyford, S. C. For corre^ondence as acting A. D. C., see W, S, JRoseortms. 

Lync^ Charles. Mentioned 402 


*AlsoealL 6 d 28 tih. 
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Pitjge, 

Iiynch; Frank. Mentioned 188 

Iiynch, J. B. Mentioned 79,92 

Iiynck, John. Mentioned 34,590 

tiynde, John. Mentioned 279 

Iiyon, H. B. Mentioned 506,506 

Iiyon, Sidney S. Mentioned 639,713,794 

Iiyons, T. B. Mentioned 078 

Mabry, H. P, Mentioned 123 

McArthur, James K. Mentioned 346 

McArthnr, John. 

Mentioned 42,43, 

66, 70, 118, 119, 143, 160, 162, 164, 167, 168, 172, 176, 243, 249, 253, 254, 258, 
270, 291, 293-297, 336-340,342, 343, 348-351, 353-355, 361,362, 369, 514 
Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pnrsnit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-11, 1862 344 

McBride, James G. Mentioned 356 

McBride, Michael. Mentioned 33(5 

McCagg, George. Mentioned 774,775 

McCaUa, Nathaniel. 

Mentioned 109,207,228,231,232 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 234 

McCarley, Moses. Mentioned — 505,506 

McCarty, W. W. Mentioned 40 

Macanley, DanieL Mentioned 531,538 

McCauley, Patrick H. Report of skirmish near Bamer^s Crossing, Mobile 

and Ohio Railroad, Miss., OctoW % 1862 149 

McCansland, William. Mentioned 527 

McClanahan, John W. 

Mentioned 312 

Report of engagement at Hatohie Bridge, Tmoin., October 5, 1862 316 

McClaren, Zi. Mentioned ... 191 

McClemand^ John A. 

Assignments to command - 4,5 

Assnmes command of expedition against Arkansan Post, Ark., Jannary 4- 

17,1863 5,700 

Congratnlatoiy orders. Expedition against Arkansas Post, Ark., January 

4-17,1863 — 710 

Correspondence with DaTid D. Porter 710 

Instmotions t5 corps oommandais. Expedition against Arkansas Pest, 

Ark., January 4-17,1863 702 

Mentioned 24,25,475,476,479,601, 

610, 612, 613, 710, 7U, 716,719,721-724,754,756, 757, 763, 764, 774, 790 

Reasons for Arkansas BiTer expeiiiiai^ 709 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Aik. 

Engagement at, Jaamazy 10-11, 1853 ... — 699 

Expedition against, Jaanary 4-17, 1863 - 700 

South Bend, Arkansas SiTCor, Ark. Expedition tQ, January 14-36, 1863, 7<X> 

McClure, Gheorge D. Mentiomed - - *5^ 

McCoid, Moses A. Mentioned ^ 

McCooIr, Edwin S. Mentioned 372 

McCormick, John. Mentioned 282 

McCown, J. P. Assignments to oommand... ^ 

McCoy, James C. Mentioned ™ - 759 
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Page. 

McCnllocli^ Robert. Mentioned 44 

McCnllongli, Jolin T. Mentioned. 279 

McCoBotigh, William. Mentioned 492, 495, 506, 506 

McDermott, Hngh. Mentioned 350 

MbDermott, John. 

Mentioned 143, 144, 336, 340, 356 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4. and operations in pursuit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 357 

Davis^ Bridge, Hate hie River, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 25, 1862. 144 

McDonald, C. Mentioned 773 

McDonald, Bnoch. Mentioned 388 

McDonald, J. W. (Lieutenant.) 

Mentioned — 132 

Report of engagement at luka. Miss. , September 19, 1862 133 

McDonald, J. W. (Private.) Mentioned 641 

• McDonald, Patrick. Mentioned 249 

McDowell, Henry T. Mentioned 180, 184, 189, 190 

Mace, Rdward H. Mentioned 248 

McEThany, John A. Mentioned 330 


MePadden, James. Mentioned 176,187,193 

McFarland, J. D. Mentioned 398,399 

McFarland, W. W. Mentioned 485 

MacParlane, A. Mentioned 257, 388, 390 

McGinnis, Charles J. Mentioned 578 

McGinnis, Frank S. Mentioned 193 

McGiain, Thomas, jr. Mentioned 324, 331 

McGregor, A. J. Mentioned 533 

McGregor, Dmican. Mentioned 115,501 502 

McGrew, John S. Mentioned ’ 


McGxorty, William B. Mentioned 200 

McGuire, Edward. Mentioned 249 

McGuire, J. E. Mentioned ygg 

McGuire, John W, H Mentioned 653-565 

McIntosh, G. W. Mentioned \ ^ ^ 70^ 

McIntyre, Francis. Mentioned 296 

Mackall, William W. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Brasetm 
Bragg md Jos^h JE, Johneton. 


MoSIay, Mr. Mentioned 
McKean, Thomas J. 


665 


Mentioned.. 68,160,162,163,167-169, 

^’®*^^i^> 199)210,214,243, 251,^, 283, 337, 344,351,359,361,363 
Eeport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4. 1862 -mk 

McKee, Colonel. Mentioned S 

McKinney, Frank M. Mentioned...., oqq 

McKinney, G. H. Mentioned 

McKnig^ James C. Mentioned ^ 

McKnlght, Robert P. ntioned ^ 

Mc^iain, Robert. 


161,374,388,390-392,431 

Sepoeb of engagement at Inka, Mies., September 19, 1862 133 

MoLangfa ffn, John. Mentioned * mq 

Mdiean, John D. Mentioned.. «« loi 

Mentioned m 
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Pitge. 

McMullen, James W. Mentioned 281 

MacMnrray, Jtinins W. 

Mentioned - 207,215 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 224 

McMurtiie, Abner H. Mentioned 317 

McNaaght, Thomas A. Mentioned 219 

McNeely, Brastns G*. Mentioned 39 

McNeil, Henry M. Mentioned - 207 

McNeil, Quincy. 

Mentioned.... .... 460,508, 512, 513 

Report of skirmish at Island No. 10, Tenn., October 17, 1862 460 

McPherson, James B. 

Assignments to command 4, 5 

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 70, 71 

Mentioned ....... - 154, 155, 158, 162-164, 170, 182, 215, 

225, 243, 244, 246, 345, 355, 360-362, 370, 373, 467, 475, 481, 491, 493, 502 


Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Pursuit of Confederate forces from, October 5-12, 1862. 367 

Holly Springs, Miss. Evacuation of, January 9-10, 1863 487 

La Grange, Miss. Reconnaissance fix)m, November 8-9, 1862 488, 487 

McQuiddy, John T. Mentioned.... 

McQuiddy, T. J. Mentioned 389-391 

Maddem, Lieutenant. Mentioned 

Madison, Gregg A. Mentioned ^ 

Magruder, John B. Mentioned ^ 

Maguire, George A. Mentioned — - 

Mahon, Samuel. Mentioned - - — 

Major, James F. 

Mentioned ^ 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 448, 449 

Males, Jacob M. Mentioned - - 

Malloy, Adam G- Mentioned 

Malmbonf, Oscar. 

Mentioned 628; 635, 772, 777 

Reports of engagem«it at Arkansas Poet> Ark., January 10-11, 1863 777 

Malone, Francis M. Mentioned - ^ 

Maney, George. Mentioned — - ^ 

Manning, William. Mentioned... 

Mansfield, Fielding. Mentioned - ™ 

Manswell, James C. * Mentioned.—.. 

Mhnter, Francis H. Mentioned..-—.—-—.—.—--- — — 335 

Mhrfield, James F. Mentioned...—.-—— ^ 

Marietta, Miss. 

Expedition to, Axigust 19-21, 1862: See Bimai, MiM. 

^19-21, 1862. 

Skirmish near, Angust 31, 1862 — ^ 

Marmon, — Mentioned.—. — — * 515 

Marmora, U. S. S. Mentioned — - - 543 

' Marsh, Acting Assistant Surgeon. Mentioned 

Marsh, Benjatoin F., jr. Mentioned 

Marsh, C. Mentioned - 

Marsh, C. CaxrolL Mentioned — 

Marshy D&xius. Mentioned i.— — 
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Marsii, Edward Zi. Mentioned - — 279 

Marslx, Joseph L. Mentioned 582 

Tvrarghan^ Captain. Mentioned. — ^27 

Marshall, L. P. Mentioned 418 

Marshall, W. S. Mentioned 100 

Martin; . Mentioned 515 

Martin, Lieutenant. Mentioned 695 

Martin, Charles E. Mentioned — — ---. 527 

Martin, John D. 

Mentioned 88, 99, 122-126, 133, 134, 155, 161, 257, 374, 378, 382, 385, 386, 389 

Report of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 131 

Martin, L. B. Mentioned 96,217 

Meirtin, Lewis D. Mentioned - 632,742,743 

Martin, W. A. Mentioned 115,245 

Mason, William T. Mentioned 329,330 

Mason, W. W. Mentioned 193 

Mastick,E. E. Mentioned 279 

Matheny,W. G. Mentioned 389,402 

Matson, Bellamy S. Mentioned 336, 341, 343 

Matthews, Samuel. Mentioned - 743 

JMatthies, Charles L. 

Mentioned - 75, 76, 90, 92, 96, 96, 102, 207, 209, 210, 216, 217 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pnrsnit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 220 

Inks, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 - — 99 

Manpin, J. W. Mentioned - 103 

Manpin,W.D. Mentioned 388,391 

Manzice, Thomas D. 

Mentioned 82,178,180,181,186 

Reports of • 

Corinth, Miss, Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pnrsnit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-9, 1862 195 

luka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 85 

Maury, 2>abney BE. 

Mentioned 61,122,172,374, 

375, 378-380,383,385, 387-389, 391, 393, 396-398,401-403,414-416,420, 
423,^,430,434, 436,442, 445, 450,452, 458, 668, 669, 676,677, 684,688 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss, Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 — - 393 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 393 

Inka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 122, 136 

Vicksburg, Hiss. Operations against, December 30, 1862-Jannary 2, 

1863 679,680 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 434-436,442,443 

Maxwell, James C. Mentioned 262,275 

May, B. A. Mentioned 289 

May, Dwight. Mentioned 523 

May, John B. Mentioned 15 

Mayheld, Manning. Mentioned — — 372,373 

Meade, Patrick. Mentioned 248 

Medon, Tenn. Skirmishes at and near. 

Ang. 13, 18^. Report of Leonard P. Rossi--. 31 

31, 1862. Report of Michael K- Lawler 49 
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Medon Station, Tezm. Skirzxushes at and near. 

Aug. 30, 1862. See report of JBom, p. 44. 

Oct. 10, 1862 "3 

Mee, Michael P. Mentioned - 275 

Meek, Bazil D. Mentioned 482,553,555,557 

Meeker, Stephen M. Mentioned 512 

Melick, Greorge L. Mentioned ’ 48 

Memminger, R. W. 

Correspondence with John C. Pemberton 675 

Mentioned 675 

For correspondence as A. A. 0., see John C. Pemberton, 

Memphis, Term. 

Expedition from, September 8-13, 1862. Reports of 

Grierson, Benjamin H - 58 

Smith, Morgan L 57 

Scout from, October 21-24, 1862.* Report of Benjamin H. Grierson 461 

Skirmish near, September 2, 1862 3 

Memphis, City of, Steamer. Mentioned 614,628 

Meriwether, R. M. Mentioned 460 

Meriwether’s Perry, Obion River, Tenn. Sklim i di at, August 16, 1862. Re- 
port of Grenville M. Dodge.--.- - 31 

Merriman, Wheelock S. Mentioned 285 

Mersy, August. 

Mentioned 175,258,262,478,544 

Reports of ^ 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 18^ 282 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Raid on the, December 13-19, 1862 544 

Metamora, Tenn. Engageni^nt at, October 5, 1862. See JSateMe Bridge, Tenn. 

Meteor, Steamer. Mentioned - 147,604,615 

Metham, Pren. Mentioned 219 

Metropolitan, Steamer. Mentioned 614 

Meyers, Ernest J. Mentioned 531,537 

Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light-Poffer/ee ; 3d, 61, 62, 78, 173, 178, 180, 183, 187, 194, 195, 

200, 201; 7th, 615, 625, 637, 639-642, 649, 701, 705, 717, 745, 746 ; 8th, 146, 
147,461. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d, 17-20, 42; 3d, 13, 17, 18, 23, 73, 75, 77, 78, 90, 94, 113- 
117, 132, 174, 242-245, 4^4, 490, 492, 493, 518, 519, 798. 
infantry — Regiments : 12th, 304, 305, 307-309, 321-324, 333-336, 481, 484, 485, 
523-525 ; 15th, 176, 253, 254, 290, 296, 336. 340, 352^, 356-35a 

Mjckle, B^ton. Mentioned 411 

Middlebnrg, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 24, 1862. 

Congratulatory orders. Grant 526 

Reports of 

Brayman, Masoi^ - 481 

Graves, William H - 523 

Grierson, Benjamin H - - 518 

Middle Tennessee. Operations in. 

Jnne lO-Oct. 31, 1882. See * 

Ang. 18, 1862. ClarkevUle, Tenn. Surrender of. 

Sept. 7, 1862. B^giide HiU, Tmn. SiArmeh at, near ClaHsetftlU, 

Nov. 1, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. Communications from 

Dodge, Gren’vllle M 475,476 

Grant, U. S 475, 476 


♦ To CWflieirsville, Shelby Depot. Hickory, GaBoway’e and PorteDcgvUle, Teim. 
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Middleton, Tenn. Skirmish near, October 4, 1862. Eeportsof 

Page. 




Ord, E. 0 C 



28 
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769 

Miller, Edgar T. Mentioned 

Miller, Ellis C. Mentioned 

Miller, Perry P. Mentioned 

Milliken's Bend, La. Expedition from, December 25-26, 1862. 

Communications from W. T. Sherman 

Report of Stephen G. Burbridge 

Mails, Noah W. Mentioned 

Mills, Roger Q. Mentioned 

Mills, William D. Mentioned 

Mims, L. Mentioned 

Miner, Jerome G. Mentioned 

Mizmesota Troops. Mentioned. 

365 

625,659,660 

260,262,285 

631 

629 

.. 173,275,278,279 

285 

449 

370,371 


Artillery, Light — Batteries : 1st, 176, 336, 341-343, 346, 352, 356, 357, 360. 
Infantry— 4th, 73,75,78.90,91,94, 96,97, 101, 102, 106, llO, 174, 
209, 216, 217, 219, 221-223; 225 ; 5th, 87, 169, 173, 179, 180, 197, 200, 201. 


Minty, Bobert H. G. 

Mentioned 18 

Eeport of affair at Hatchie Bottom, Miss., July 20, 1862 23 

Miaaisaippi. 

Operations in. See 


June 10, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. Northern Misamippi. Operations in. 

Dec. 12, 1862. Tassoo Biver. Expedition up the. 

20, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. Vickslurg, Miss. Operations against. 

Van Dorn, Earl, assigned to and assumes command of all troops in 4 

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. 

Aitilleiy, Light— 14th, 667, 669, 675, 677, 682. Batteries: Pettus 
Flying, 375, 410. Begiments : 1st {.Batteries), A, 669, 675. 682, 687, 688, 690- 
694; D, 666,667,669,671,675, 681, 682, 686, 688-693 ; E, 669, 671, 688, 691- 
684»696; G, 660,693; I, 667, 669, ^1, 682, 687, 688, 690-694. 

Cavalry— iffat/Dr/Zons .* Outlaw's, 461. Companies: Hill’s (A. P.), 671; 
Mitchell’s Partisans, 488, 507, 508. Begiments : 1st Partisan Rangers, 

40, 42, 138, 150, 490 ; 1st, 23, 50, 58, 375, 384 ; 28th, 517, 536, 671 ; Ballen- 
tine’s, 30 ; Wirt Adams', 5, 6, 35, 50, 122, 136, 375, 383. State. Begiments : 

Ist, 485. 

Infantry— 8a«a//o/?s : Caruthers’, 375,405, 412, 413'; 7th, 374, 382. Begi- 
ments: 2d, 390; 3d, 675 ; 4th, 671, 682, 695 ; 6th, 375, 412; 14th, 504, 

505, 507 ; 15th, 375, 406, 412, 413 ; 22d, 375, 406, 409. 412 ; 235, 26th, 505- 
507 ; 30th, 688; 33d, 375, 405, 410, 411 ; 35th, 375, 383, 397, 4oO, 688 ; 36th, 
123,132,133,374,382; 37th, 73, 88, m, 133-135, 374, 382 ; 38th, 123, 133- 
136,374,382 ; 39th, 375,411; 40th, 123, 127, 128, 171, 209, 237, 374, 382; 

43d, 374, 382 ; 46th, 666, 667, 669, 671, 681, 682. 686-691. 

Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits defined ^ 

Orders; General, series 1863 : No. 23, G70. 
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Mississippi and East Donisiana, Department of. (Confederate.)— Cont’d. 
Orders, Special, series 1862 : Nos. 24, 25, 414 ; No. 32, 451. 


Pemberton, John C., assigned to and assumes command of 3,4 

Eeorganized 4 

Mississippi, Army of the.* (Confederate.) 

Hardee, William J., assumes command of 2 

Ordered to Chattanooga, Tenn 2 

hiississippi, Army of the.t 

Constituted 4 

Price, Sterling, assigned to command of Second Corps 4 

Van Dom, Earl. 

Assigned to command of First Corps 4 

Temporarily assigned to command of - 4 

Mississippi, Army of the. (Union.) 

Diacontiimed as a separate army 4 

Orders, Circulars, series 1862 : October 3, 255, 


Orders, General, series 1862: No. 81, 17; No. 130, 76; No. 145, 171; 

No. 152, 172. Divisions: (Granger’s), No. 43, 18; (Hamil- 


ton’s), No. 13, 93. 

Pope, John. 

Ordered to resume command of 1 

Transferred to command of Army of Virginia 1 

Mississippi, Army of the.t (Union.) 

KcClemand, John A., assumes command of 5 

Orders, General and Special. See Tennessee, Army of ike, 

Sherman, W. T., assumes command of the Second Corps 6 

Mississippi Central Railroad. Operations on the. 

Aug. 30-Septw 1, 1862. Report of Leonard P. Ross 44 

See also 

Aug. 30, 1862. BolAoWy Tenn, SHrttUsh near. 


31, 1862. Medon StaMon, Tetm, Skirmishes at, 

Tooneis Station^ Teim, Skirmisk near. 

Sept. 1, 1862. BrUion^s Lane, Tenn, Skirmisk at. 

Also repoft of SterUng Prioe, p. 119. 

Oct. 31,1862-Jan. 10, 1863. 

Communications from Army Headquarters 467-471, 473, 474, 476, 478-480 


Reports of 

Grant, U. S - 466-48il 

Grierson, Beqjaimin H., Deoember 5-8, 1862 516 

See also 


Not. 4, 1862. La Grange and Grand fnneiion, Team, Ooenpied 
. ly Union forces, 

5y 1862. Jwmpertown, Miss. S kir mis h at, 

SomemiMey Tern. Beoennaissanoe iomard, 

6, 1862w Lamar, JMiss. Beoenmammee toward, and skir- 
mish at Wbrshanis Cresh, 

(M Lamar^ Miss, Skirmish at 
8- 9, 1862. La Grange, Tenn. BeoonnaiseanGsfiromyOndMr’ 
mishes at Old Lasnar and BmAsomUU, Miss, 
13, 1862. Solly Springs, Miss, Skirmish at, 

19-20, 1862. Biplept Miss. Expedition to. 


*Of thS 'Western Deparknexit. 

tOf tbe Department of Hissassippi and East Loiiisi^^ 
t So styled by HcClemaad. 
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Missisflippi Central Railroad. Opeiations on the~>Oontiniied. 
Oct. 31, ISea-Jan. 10, 1863. 

See also 


Nov. 28-29, 1862. 3olly Bpringa, Miss, Skirmishes at, 

29, 1862. LumpUn^s Mill, Miss. Skirmish at 
29-30, 1862. Waterford, Miss. SUrmiskes at. 

30. 1862. Chulahoma, Miss. Skirmish at. 

Dec, 1, 1862. JSudsonvilU, Miss. Skirmish at. 

1-3, 1862. Oxfords Miss. Skirmishes about. 

3, 1862. Prophet, Spring Dale, and Free Bridges, Miss.^ 

on the Yooknapatalfa. Skirmishes at. 

4, 1862. Water Valley, Miss. Skirmish at. 

Oxford, Miss. Affair near. 

5, 1862. CoffeeviUe, Miss. Engagement at. 

14-19, 1862. Mobile and Ohio Bailroad, Miss. Expedition 
against the. 

18. 1862. Water Valley, Miss. Skitmish near. 

20. 1862. Solly springs, Miss. Capture of. 

Coldwaier, Miss. Skirmish at. 

20-28, 1862. Van Domh Baid. Operations against. 

21. 1862. Davi^ Mill, Miss. Skirmish at. 

24. 1862. BoUwtr and Middleburg, Tenn. Skirmishes at. 
25, 1862. Bipley, Miss. Skirmish at. 

Jan. 9-10, 1863. Solly Springs, Miss. Evacuated by the Union 
forces. 

Mlaaisttippi, Zl^epartment of the. (Union.) Halleck, H. W., relinqnishes 

immediate command of the troops in 

Mi g giiigip jiii, District of (Union. ) Embraced in District of West Tennessee . 
Mis si iMdp pi, District of the. (Confederate.) 

Consfeitnted, and limits defined 

Bngglee, Daniel, assigned to command of 

Van Dom, Earl, assigned to command of 

Mlsacmii ICrocfpB. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, UghtrSaitsries : Bledsoe^s, 122.137, 375, 383, 385, 397; Clark, 
123, 126, 127, 130, 131, 374, 382, 385, 401 ; Gnibor’s, 374, 382, 385, 390 ; 
Dandls*, 374,382, 385, 388. 390; Dncas*, 374,385; Saint Louis, 125, 127, 
131, 374, 378, 382, 385, 388, 392-395 ; Wade's, 374, 382, 385, 386. 
GsiV9Mj---fiegimsifts: 1st, 374, 382, 391; 2d, 122, 137, 401 ; 3d, 374, 382, 
391. » » » 

Infantry— y? 6 ^//ney 7 fe: 1st, 375,405,412, 413,426,426; 2d, 3d, 374,382.390; 
4th, 5th, 6iai, 374, 382. 

Idissonii Troops, Mentioned. (Union.) 

Artillery, Light— ; Landgraeber’a,* 604, 615, 651, 700, 704, 718, 765, 
766. Regimenfs ; lst,t 132, 207, 233, 240, 274, 300, 549. (Batteries), C, 1*41, 
142.304,310-313,315.316, 318, 323, 3^ ; D, 176, 241, 253, 26S, 269, 283, 284, 
344,409,427; H, 176,241,258,2^, 283, 288; 1, 175, 268, 270, 271,544, 
545; K, 175,241,258,259,268,269,273,280,549; M, 77, 81-83, 89, 174,206, 
209, 215-217, 219, 220, 224, 225, 235, 238, 288, 367-371, 373, 374. 
Cavalry-/?^/Vwenfe; 5th, 78, 90, 92, 174; 6th, 533, 534, 625, 629, 716.725; 

lOth, 653.654,701,719. ' 

Eaig^eeTS^Regiments : BiaseU's, 301, 367, 369, 371. 


* ^caUedlflt Horse. Became Battery E. 2d ArttUery, in 
tBatbexiea deaisnatedwheii panotioable. 




1 

3 

1 
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Missonxi Troops. Mentioned. (Union) — Oontinned. 

Infantry— 3d, 604,615,625, 700,718,758, 765-767 ; 6th, 608,610, 

615, 625, 628, 629, 633, 634, 701, 718, 773, 775, 776 ; 7th, 44, 45, 49, 50, 368, 370- 
373 ; 8th, 614, 625, 633, 634, 701, 718, 773, 775-778 ; 10th, 78, 99, 104, 105, 111, 

112, 174, 206, 207, 227-233, 237, 238, 241 ; 11th, 73, 75, 76, 78, 81, 82, 85, 87, 88, 
91,92,99,110,170,173,179-181, 185-188, 192, 198, 199,201,202, 248; 12th, 

604, 61 5, 625, 700, 718, 765, 766 ; 14th, 175, 249, 251, 258, 261, 262, 273, 274, 283, 

291 ; 17th, 604, 615, 625, 651, 700, 718, 758, 765-767 ; 18th, 176, 336, 340, 356 ; 

21st, 176, 296, 335, 337, 340, 344-348, 354-356 ; 24th, 78, 111, 174, 232; 

26th, 73, 75, 76, 78, 90-92, 94-96, 99, 102-106, 174,216,217, 221,223-225; 2dth, 
604,615,625,653,655-658, 700,717 ; 30th, 604, 615, 652, 653, 655,700, 717; 

31st, 604,615,625,653,655-658,691,700,717 ; 32d, 604, 615, 625, 652,653, 


■ 655,700,717. 

Mitchell, Anson. Mentioned 514 

Mitchell, J. R. Mentioned 408 

Mitchell, J. W. Mentioned 336,341,342,350 

Mitchell, Robert B. Report of reconnaissance to Bay Springs, Miss., An^pist 

4-7, 1862 28 

Mitchell, W. R. Mentioned 507,506 

Mitchell’s Cross-Roads, Miss. Skirmish near, Becember 1, 1862. See 
Yoohiapatalfa Biver, Miss. 

Mix, Frank W. Mentioned - — ... 116 

Mizner, John Ki. 

Mentioned 43,64,70,72,73,75,77,78, 

IIG, 117, 138, 139, 167, 172, 174, 246, 251, 492-495, 497, 506, 514, 518-520 

Keports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pnrsnit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 *. 242 

Iiiia, Miss, Engagement at, September 19, 1862 113 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Expedition against the, December 14-19, 1862. 

Comiiionicatlons from 

Army Headquarters 473 

Grant, U. S . 472,478 

Report of T. Lyle Dickey — 496 

Raid on the, December 13-19, 1862 l 

Commnnloations from U. S. Grant... ... 478 

Reports of 

Dodge, GrenTille M ...... ............ 544 

Hersy, August - — 544 

Moe, David B. Mentioned - - 317 

Monahan, A. B. Mentioned 193 

Monarch, U. S. S. Mentioned ^ 663,779 

Monroe, G^rge W. Mentioned ... 639,660 

Montague, 3R. W. Mentioned - 317 

Monterey, Tenn. Skirmish at, January 4, 1863 5 

Montgomery, . Mentioned 529 

Montgomery, Baoon. Mentioned - 629, 727, 731 

Montgomery, F. A. Mentioned 384 

Montgomery, R. Mentioned 639,724 

Jdooers, Robert P. Mentioned — 176,209,217,282 

Moore, Dr. Mentioned ... ... 66 

Moore, Captain. Mentioned — — - - S27 
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I'age. 

Moore^ David. 

Moationod. - --------------- 335, 337, 340, 347, 34S, 354 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 346 

Moore, Bdwin. 

Mentioned — — - 340, 344, 345, 347 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 347 

Moore, Francis T. Mentioned 460 

Moore, Frank. Mentioned - 146-148 

Moore, Frank A. Mentioned 385,395 

Moore, G^rge. Mentioned 513 

Moore, Jabez H. Mentioned - 311,332 

Moore, J. B. S. Mentioned 331 

Moore, John C. 

Mentioned 121, 

185, 306, 37b, 378, 383, 3^6, 388, 389, :«3-396, 401, 403, 405, 426, 427, 443 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 397 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, Octobers, 1862 397 

Moore, Thomas W. Mentioned - 408 

Moore, W. H. Mentioned 202, 257, 374, 388, 390, 391 

Moore, W. P, Mentioned 526 

Moorman, George. Mentioned 506 

Morgan, Private. Mentioned 400 

Morgan, Qoorge W. 

Gorreepoc^enoe with W, T. Sherman 616,657 

Mentioned ... 601, 602, 604, 605-608, 610, 612, 615, 617, 618, 620-624, 626, 633, 635, 636, 
640, 646, 651-660, 676, 684, 700-704, 706, 708, 716, 746, 752, 754-766, 764, 772 
Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 721 

Yicksbnig, Miss. Operations against, December 26-29, 1862 637, 639 

BCorgan, John H. Mentioned 35,503,591,592 

Morgan, Sidney O. Mentioned 767 

Morgan, William H. 

Menttoed 321, 322, 324, 325, 332, 520, 523 

Reports of 

Davis' Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, December 21, 1862 521 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 6, 1862 328 

Morgan, W. H. Mentioned 539 

Morrill, John. 

Mentioned 250 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 249 

Morris, Robert S. Mentioned 111,236 

Morris, Thomas L Mentioned 10 

Mbirison»tCharles H. 

Mentioned *. 667,669,677,678,682,684 

Report of operations against Vicksbiug, Miss., December 26-29, 1862 696 

Morrison, J. H. Mentioned 669 

Morrison, Joseph B. Mentioned 2S2 

Morrison, Samuel. Mentioned 15 

Morse, IX Mentioned (j80 

Mortorv Joha W., jr. Menrioned : 594. 596, 598, .599 

Morton, Thomas. 

Mentioued 252 

Report of battle of Corinth, Misa., October 3-4, 1862 288 
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Mott, J. W. Mentioned 79,207 

Monlding, Jolm. Mentioned 527 

Mower, Joseph A. 

Mentioned 61, 65, 72, 73, 75, 76, 

78, 81-83, 88, 117, 118, 168, 173, 179-181, 199-202, 204, 247, 256, 257, 273 

Eeports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 197 

Inka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 85 

Moyers, Gilbert. 

Mentioned 13,18,492 

Eeport of skirmishes at and near Blackland, Miss., June 28, 1862 13 

Mudd, John J. 

Mentioned 140,141,461,486,519 

Eeports of 

Bolivar, Tenn. Expedition from, September 20-22, 1862 142 

Holly Springs, Miss. Capture of, December 20, 1862 512 

Eipley, Miss, Skirmish at, December 25, 1862 514 

Van Dorn's Eaid. Operations against, December 24-27, 1862 514 

Mueller, Michael. Mentioned 21 

Munch, Emil. Mentioned 342,343 

Mungen, William. 

Mentioned 16, 17, 720, 763, 776, 777 

Eeport of skirmish at Eising Sun, Tenn., June 30, 1862 14 

Munitions of War. Supplies of, etc. Communications fr*om Army Headquar- 
ters 468,470 

Munson, Gilbert D. Mentioned 48 

Murphy, Clement. Mentioned - 246 

Murphy, J. H. Mentioned 102,208,223 

Murphy, Robert C. 

Dismissed from service of the United States r“%/ 

Mentioned - OT, 516 

Eeports of 

Holly Springs, Miss. Capture of, December 20, 1862 506 

luka. Miss. Skirmish near, September 13, 1862 60 

Murray, Charles. Mentioned : 275 

Murray, Daniel. Mentioned 248 

Murta, J. E. Mentioned - - i 89 

Musser, M. H. Mentioned - 48 

Naper, Gheorge A. Mentioned 625 

Napier, T. A Mentioned : 34, 53, 464, 552, 596, 597 

Nash, G^rge S. Mentioned — 268,270 

Navy, U. S. Co-operation mth Army. See 

Deo. 20, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. VkScsbwrg. OperaMcm against. 

Jan. 4-17, 1863. Arkcmsaa Post^ ArJs, JEa/pediUm agcmst. 

Naylor, Gteorge W. Mentioned...... 513,514 

Neal, George W. Mentioned - 278 

Nebraska, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615 

Neeley, Greorge W. Mentioned - — 739 

Neely, J. C. Mentioned 623 

Negroes. See Slaves cmd Slave Property, 

Neil, Henry M. 

Mentioned 215-217 

Eeport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 2^ 
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Nelson, Horatio C. Mentioned — 527 

Newbolt, Francis. Mentioned - 196 

Newell, Cicero. Mentioned - - - 115,116 

Newell, Isaac D. Mentioned - - 292,294 

New Moon, Steamer. 

Beetruction of, November 30, 1862. See report of Hoveyy p. 530. 

Mentioned 531 

Newton, Don Carlos. Mentioned - 263,277 

Neyland, W. M. Mentioned 784,785,793 

Nicholson, Harmon P. Mentioned 20 

Nilson, Mr. Mentioned 509 

Noble, SHas. Report of expedition from Bolivar, Tenn., September 20-22, 

1862 - 141 

Noble, Sebron M. Mentioned 792 

Nonconah Creek, Tenn. Skirmish on, August 3, 1862 2 

Norcross, Albert. Mentioned 330 

Northern Alabama. Operations in. See 

' Aug. 23, 1862. Trinity^ Ala. Affair near. 

Deo. 9-14, 1862. Tuaotinibia. Ala. Beconnaissance toward. 

Northerner, Steamer. Mentioned 615 


Northern Mississippi. Operations in, June 10, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. See 
June 11. 1862. Boonetille^ Miea. Skirmish near. 

14, 1862. Clear Creek, Miss. Skirmish at, near Baldwyn. 

15-18, 1862. JSblly Springs, Miss. Expedition to. 

21, 1862. JEFemando, Miss. Expedition to, and skirmish at, Cold^ 
ioater Station. 

28, 1862. BlaoTcland, Miss. Skirmishes at and near. 

July 1, 1862. Booneville, Miss. Action near. 

Solly Springs, Miss. Skirmish near. 

5, 1862. Scdchie Biver, Miss. Skirmish on the. 

10-11, 1862. (htnUrnn, Miss. Expedition to. 

20, 1862. Satchie Bottom, Miss. Affair at^ 

24, 1862. White Oak Bayou, Miss. Skirmish at. 

27-^, 1882. Myley, Expedition to. 

Aog. 2, 1862. Totten’s Plantation, Coahoma County, Miss. SMrmish 
near. 

Austin, Tumica County, Miss. Skirmish at. 

4- 7, 1862. Bay Springs, Miss. Expediti07b to, and skirmish, 

11, 1862. Brotov^s Plantation, Miss. Skirmish at. 

16, 1862. JBTorti Lake Creek, Miss. Skirmish at. 

19-21, 1862. Bimad, Miss. Expedition from, to Marietta and Bay 
Springs, Miss., and skirmishes* * 

23, 1862. GreewciXle, Miss. Skirmish ai. 

25, 1862. Bolivar, Miss. Skirmish at. 

26, 1862. Bienafi, Miss. Skirmish near, 

27, 1862. Sossuth, Miss. Skirmish near, 

28, 1862. Corinth, Miss. Skirmish near. 

31, 1862. Marietta, Miss. Skirmish near. 

Sept. 5- 6, 1862. Molly Springs, Miss. Scout toward 

8-13, 1862. Memphis, Tenn. Expedition from, to the Coldwater and 
Memando, Miss. 

9, 1862. Bienei, Miss. Skirmish at, 

9, 1862. CocTmm’s Cross- Boads, Miss. Skirmish at, 

J2, 18^ Coldwater Bailroad Bridge, Miss. /SJdfpii^ of, 
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Northern Mississippi. Operations in, Jnne 10, ISOa-Jan. 20, 186^— Con. Bee 
Sept. 13, 1862, Jwfea, Mias, Shirmiah near, 

14, 1862. Burnaville, Miaa, SkirmiaK at. 

16, 1862. luka, Miaa. Beeonnaiaaance toward^ and aHrmtah, 

18, 1862. Bienziy Miaa. Skirmish at 

19, 1862. luka, Miaa. Engagement at 

Bamet^a Corners, Miaa. Skirmish at 
Peyton^a Mill, Miaa, Skirmish at 
Preniiaa, Miaa. Skirmiah at 

Queen of the W sat Attack on the, near Bolivar, Miaa, 

20, 1862. Fulton Road, Miaa, Skirmish on the, south of luka. 

27, 1862. luka, Miaa. Skirmiah near. 

28, 1862. Friar^a Point, Miaa. Skirmiah near. 

30, 1862. Hatchie Biver, Miaa, Beconnaiaaanoe from Bienzi to ike. 

Oct. 1, 1862. Buokeraville, Miaa. Skirmiah at 
2, 1862. Baldwyn, Miaa. Skirmish at 

Bamer^a Crossing, Mobile and Ohio Bailroad, Miaa. Skir^ 
miah near. 

3-12, 1862. Corinth, Miaa. Battle of, October 3-4, and pursuit of 
Confederate forces from, October 5--12. 

/ 31, 1862-JaH. 10, 1863. Missiasippi Central Bailroad. OperaHons 

on the, from Bolivar, Tenn., to Coffeeville, Miaa. 

Nov. 27-Dec. 6, 1862. Grenada, Miaa. Fkcpediiion to vicinity of. 

Dec. 9-14, 1862. Ttiacumbia, Ala. Beoonnaisaance toward. 

13-19, 1862. Mobile and Ohio Bailroad. Baid on, from Corinth to 
Tupelo, Miaa. 

23, 1862. Bipley, Miaa. Skirmiah at 

24, 1862. TallaJiatohie Biver, Mias. FkcpediUon to. 

Jan. 1, 1863. Bath Springs, Miaa. Skirmiah at. 

, 3, 1863. Burnaville, Miaa. Skirmiah at 

7, 1863. Bocky Fot^, Miaa. Scout to. 

Co-operation of 


Cnrtis with Grant 467, 468, 471-473, 52&-541 

Price and Van Dom 121, 122, 377, 385, 455 

Norris, G. B. Mentioned....... 279 

Norton, Charles. Mentioned. — - 204 

Norton, N. R. Mentioned 246 

Norwood, D. H. Mentioned----. 406 

Noyes, Daniel T. Mentioned — - 176 

Noyes, Bdward P. 

Mentioned — 181,186,668 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-8, 1862 189 

Inlra, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 84 

West Tennessee. Operations during Forrest’s expedition into, De- 
cember 18, 1862-Jannary 9, 1863 576 

Nutt, L. M. Mentioned — - 780 

Nutting, Oscar P. Mentioned 643 

Oakland, Miss. Skirmish at, December 3, 1862. Report of John S. Griffith. 639 
See also r^ort of Waaklmm, p. 533. 

O’Connor, John. Mentioned - 371 

Oglesby, Riphard J. Mentioned - - 155, 


1^7, 160, 172, 175, 251-258, 262, 268, 272, 273, 283, 284, 288 
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O^Haia, Thomas. Mentioned - - 553,554 

OTaamett, M. J. Mentioned 544, 545 

Ohio Troops. Mentnmed. 

Artillery— fiatfer/es ; 3d, 17G, 336, 341-343 ; 4th, 625, 639,645-647,653,654, 

700, 704. 706, 717, 765, 773; 5th, 176, 3;i6, 3:iB, *^1"343, ‘,146, 360,366 ; 7th, 

304, 305, 307 , 310, 311, 321, 322, :124, 330,332-3*34; 8th, 701,704,718,755; 

10th, 169, 176, 194, 204, 291, 336, 338, 341-343, 345, 346, 355 ; 11th, 73, 75, 76, 

78, 81, 90, ‘h2, 94. 96, 97, 1)9-102, 106, 107, 113, 116, 174, 206, 215-218, 220- 
222,224-22fJ; 15th, 304, 306, 307, 310-312, 319, :133, 334, 481, 486; 17th, 614, 
627,;630, 701, 704, 706,716, 725-727, 729-731, 736, 737, 772, 778. 

Cavalry — Companies : 4th (Foster), 44, 50. Regiments : 5th, 32-34, 174, 242- 
247, 304, 305, 307, 315, 320-322, ‘367, 481-4^^,492, 495, 496, 500, 501, 520, 521, 

523, 525, 544, .549, r>54-55<), 558, 560. 

Infau tty^Regimenfs : 16th, 615, 625, 638, 639, 648-650, 687, 701, 717, 745, 746 ; 

20th, 44, 4t>-48 ; 22d, 17.5, 251, 258, 261, 286-288 ; 27th, 77, 81-83, 170, 173, 
178-181, 184-190, 192, 202. 248, 553, 568, 570-577 ; 39th, 70, 73, 75-77, 81-84, 87, 

91, 10(i, 110, ir3, 178, 179, 184, m 187, 189, 190, 192, 553, 563, 570, 575-577; 42d, 

615, 625, (>43, 648-(*>50, 687, 701, 717, 745 ; 43d, 77, 81-84, 173, 178-180, 183-187, 
189-192,248,484,568,577 ; 46th, 11 ; 48th, 21, 462,614,631, 632, 701, 716, 
725,727,7*39,740; 54th, 615,025,634,636,701,718,772, 777-779 ; 56th, 10- 
12 ; 57th, 14-16, 615, 625, (m, (>37, 701, 718, 720, 721, 7f 2, 773, 776, 777 ; 58th, 

604. 615, 625, 635, m, 639, fS3-658, 700,717 ; 63d, 77, 81-83, 173, 178-180, 
184-189,191-194,202,248, 484, 55:), 568-570, 576-579 : 68th, 304, 305, 307- 
309, 321-324. ‘333-335 ; 70th, 147; 71st, 37, 38; 76th, 604, 615, 700, 718, 
758,705-769 ; 78th, 44, 46-48, 485 ; 80th, 74,78,91, 102, 106, 107, 112, 113, 
174,206,207,219,227,228,230-232,236,239,240 ; 81st, 52, 175,252,255,258, 

259, 261, 268, 284, 288, 289, 544, 545 ; 83d, 614.701, 707, 716, 724-726, 729-731, 
735-737,741 ; 96th, 614, 629,701,704,716, 725, 729, 730, 737, 738; 114th, 
615,625,647,701,717,722,745; 120th, 615,625,644, 645, 701, 707, 717, 724, 
745-748,750. 

Ohio, Army of the. Bnell, Don Carlos, ordered to resume command of 1 

Ohio B^e, Steamer. Mentioned 147,614 

Ohr, Simon P. Mentioned 482,483,555,557 

Old Iiamar, Miss. Skirmishes at. 

Nov. 6, 1862 465 

Nov. 8, 1862. See La Grange, Tenn. Eeoonnaiasance from, Not?. 8-9, 1862. 

Olds, H. P. 

Mentioned : 261 

lioport of attack at Corinth, Miss., on camp of the “Union Brigade,” Octo- 
ber 5, 1862 261 

Olds, James, Mentioned *392,393 

Olive Branch, Miss. Skirmish at^ September 6, 1862. See Holly Springs, Miss, 

Scout iotccnrd, Sejdeniber 5-6, 1862. 

Oliver, Eli, Mentioned ;}33 

Oliver, John M. 

Mentioned 160, 

167, 168, 176, 252, 253, 268, 289, 290, 292, ‘293, 336-346, 349, 357, 364, 366 

Keport of battle of Corinth, MQss., October ^-4, and operations in pursuit 

of Confederate forces, October 5-11, 1862 351 

Oliver, William S. Mentioned 44, 45, 50, 370-372 

Omaha, Steamer. Mentioned 615,720 

O^Meara, Timothy. Mentioned 513 

OONFeal, John W. Mentioned ,V 233 

O^eil, Captain. Mentioned 461 
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Ord, E. O. C. 

Assignments to command.., 3 

Correspondence ■with 

Grant, U. S 67,70,118 

Eoss, Leonard F 110 

Mentioned 64-72,114,155,157- 

159, 165, 302-306, 310, 312, 315, 318, 322, 323, 329, 377,378,380,381 

Reports of 

Lavis^ Bridge, Hatcliie River, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 25, 1862. 143 

Hatchie Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 301,302 

luka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 117 

Middleton, Tenn. Skirmish near, October 4, 1862 302 

O’Reilly, T. Mentioned 662 

Orr, J. A. Mentioned 447 

Orr, Jackson. Men-fcioned 235 

Orr, Janies. Mentioned 679 

Orr, John M. Mentioned 707,724,726,727,730,732 

Osborn, Sylvester W. Mentioned 349 

Osby, Daniel. Mentioned, 285 

Osgood, Charles H. Mentioned 88 

Osterhaus, Peter. J. 

Mentioned 1 701, 703-708, 717, 723-726, 728, 748 

Report of engagement at Aikansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 745 

Overall, Mr. Mentioned 146 

Overturf, Joseph B. Mentioned 554 

Owen, Julian D. Mentioned - 531,532 

Owen, Brastus N. Mentioned - - - 49 

Owen, Richard. 

Mentioned 729,730,738 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Axk., January 10-11, 1863. 733 

Osford, Miss. 

Affair near, December 4, 1862. Report of John M. Loomis 507 

Skirmishes about, December 1-3, 1862. Report of T. Lyle Dickey 491 

Ozbum, Lyndorf Mentioned - 372 

Paddock, George L. Mentioned — . 752 

Paddock, John W. Mentioned 776 

. Fallen, Montrose A. 

Mentioned ....... — ... 446 

Testimony ofjYan Dom Court of Inquiry... 446,447 

Palmer, Alfred L. Mentioned — - ....... 299 

Palmer, George R. Mentioned 112 

Palmer, James J. Mentioned - 44 

Pardee, Don A. Mentioned 660 

Parker, C. C. Mentioned — — 278,279 

Parker, D. S. Mentioned 776 

Parker, Job R. Mentioned 21,727,739,740 

Parker, T. P. Mentioned 5(^,606 

Parker’s Cross-Roads, Tenn. Engagement at, December 31, 1862, 

Casualties. Returns of Union troops - 563 

Communications from U. S. Qraat ... 562,553 

Reports of 

Cummings, H. J. B ............... 688 

Dunham, Cyrus L 579 
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Parker's CroBs^Roads, Term. Engagement at, December 31, 1862 — Cont'd. 

Reports of 

Einalcer, John 1 585 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C 552 

See also West Tennessee* Forresfs expedition into, JDecmber 15, 1862-Jan,- 
uarp 3, 1863. B^orts of 

Dibroll, George G. Poller. John W. Spanlding, Zephaniah S. 

Porrest, 2f. B. Noyes, Edward P. Sprague, John W. 

Parrott, James C. Mentioned 262, 281 

Parsons, Lewis B. Mentioned 624,709,730 

Pasco, William. Mentioned 697 

Pate, Pinkney M. Mentioned - 797 

Patrick, Matthewson T. Mentioned 463,464 

Patterson, James S. Mentioned - - 719 

Patterson, Nelson. Mentioned., 776 

Patterson, R. P. ^ Mentioned 678 

Patterson, Robert P. Mentioned 100 

Patterson, W. P, Mentioned 638, 640, 645, 647, 724 

Payne, O. B. Mentioned 112,238 

Pearce, E. T. Mentioned 92, 207 

Pearce, John M. Mentioned 409 

Pease, Phineas. Report of capture of Henderson’s Station, Tenn., November 

25,1862 525 

Peck, Greorge W. Mentioned 29,30,56 

Peckham, James. 

Correspondence with Frank P. Blair, jr 657, 658 

Mentioned 755 

Pegram, John. Mentioned 1 . 592 

Pemberton, John C. 

Assignments to command * 3^4 

Congratulatory orders. Operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 20, 

1862-Jannary 3, 1863 670 

Correspondence with 

Ac(jntant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S.A 686 

Lee, Stephen D 675,685 

Memminger, R, W ^ 675 

Smith, Martin L 574 


Report of operations against Viokshnrg, Miss., December 21, 186WFannary 

2,1863 665,669,670 

Pembina, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Penn, Elijah <3*. Mentioned 33 

Pennington, A. A. Mentioned .............. .............. 397 

Pennington, Levi. Mentioned 625 

Pentzer, Patrick EL Mentioned 632,743 

Peoria Belle, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Percell, B. C. Mentioned 553 

Percy, William A. Mentioned 413 

Perczel, Nicholas. 

Mentionod 73,76,81,91,10r>-10r 

Ksport of pngaffemBnt at Inka, Misn., SoptembBr 19, 1862 108 

Perkins, Charles J. Mentioned 86 

Perkins, Marland D. Mentionod 533 

Pertz, John. Mentioned ... .......... .... 485 
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Peter, Richaid A, Mentioned 739 

Peterson, S. G. W. Mentioned 740 

Pettus, John jr. Mentioned 

Peyton, Hiram H. Mentioned 50 

Peyton’s Mill, Miss. Skirmish at, September 19, 1862. 

Congratulatory orders. Eosecrans 70 

Eeportfl of 

Palkner, W.C 138 

Hatch, Edward 138 

See also r^ort of Mizner^ p. 113. 

Phifer, C. W. Mentioned 137^ 

^ 185, 257, 375, 378, 388, 385, 388-390, 393-396, 398, 400, 401, 403, 443, 450 

Phillips, A. H. Mentioned 783-785,793 

Phillips, C. D. Mentioned 608,678,697 

Phillips, Edwin D. Mentioned 247, 248, 359, 360, 365 

Phillips, G. C. Mentioned 279 

Phillips, Jesse J. Mentioned 544,545 

Phillips, John E. Mentioned 532 

Philpott, Joseph E. Mentioned 106,112 

Phul, Henry von, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Pinson, R. A. Mentioned 13,24 

Pittman, WiUiam B. Mentioned 392 

Pittsburg, U. S. S. Mentioned 147,543 

Pifczman, Julins. Mentioned 58,610,755,759,762,763 

Pixlee, Benjamin T. Mentioned 388 

Placaway, Silas. Mentioned 368 

Planet, Steamer. Mentioned — 614 

Piaskey, Joseph. Mentioned 248 

Pocahontas, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 26, 1862 3 

Polar Stax, Steamer. Mentioned - 604,615 

Polk, Leonidas. Assignments to command 1 

Pollock, Otis W. Mentioned 193 

Pomutz, George. Mentioned — 365 

Pope, Horace H. Mentioned 245 

Pope, John. Assignments to command 1 

Porter, David D. 

Correspondence with John A. McClemand 710 

Mentioned 471,473,601,603,605,609,610,612,613, 

616, 617, 622,626, 651, 662-664, 699, 704, 706, 711, 7^, 754, 755, 764, 779, 780 
Report of operations of the ram fleet against Vicksburg, Miss., December 

20, 1862-January 3, 1863 662 

Porter, Ed. E. Mentioned - 15 

Porter, James S. Mentioned- ... 365 

PortersviUe, Tenn. Scout to, October 23-24, 1862. See fTbiw. Sotmt 

from, October 21-24, 1862. " 

Portis, John W. Mentioned - 397 

Portlock, E. E., jr. Mentioned — 781 

Post Boy, Steamer. Mentioned - — 746,749 

Post^ P. Sidney. Mentioned 38 

Potts, Mr. Mentioned — — 415 

Powell, Albert M. 

Mentioned 82,207,209,216,370,371 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, and operations in pursuit 
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Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Term., October 5, 1862 319 

Spicely, William T. Mentioned 531,536-538 

Spiegel, Marcus M. Mentioned.— 644 

Spivey, M. R. Mentioned 414 

Spoor, Nelson T. 

Mentioned 181,197 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4,1862 - 203 

luka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 89 

Sprague, Ezra T. Mentioned — 108,199 

Sprague, John W. 


Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in pursuit of Con- 
federate forces, October 5-9, 1862 191 

West Tennessee. Operations during Forrest's expedition into, Decem- 
ber 18, 1862-January 9, 1863 

66 B B— YOL XYH 
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^Skse. 

Spray, Jeff. Mentioned... - S7 

Spread Sagle, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Spring Creek, Term. Affair at, December 19, 1862. See report, of Forrest, 
p. 693. 

Spring Dale Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, December 3, 1862. Reports of 

Dickey, T. Lyle 491 

Hatch, Edward 499 

Stacy, James D. Mentioned 55-57 

Stafford, P. M. For correspondence as A. A. A, G., see John 0. Feniherton, 

Stanfield, Edward P. Mentioned 98 

Stanley, David S. 

Mentioned 64, 66, 68-77, 86, 87, 89, 91, 92, 160-164, 166-169, 172, 173, 191, 

192, 195, 107, 199, 200, 203, 207, 213, 251 , 256, 263, 337, 369, 445, 467, 468 


Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. . 

Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 179 

Pursuit of Confederate forces fiom, October 5-12, 1862 182 

Inka, Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 — 81 

Stanley, John L. Mentioned 526 

Stanton, Colonel [T]. Mentioned — 72,74 

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned 470 

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S. 

Stapleton, Martin. Mentioned 111 

Starklofi, EL M. Mentioned — 485 

Starnes, James W. Mentioned.---.-.--—.---— 593,694,599 

Starring, Prederick A. 

Mentioned 145 

Report of expedition from Colnmbii^ Ky., September 28-October 5, 1862,. 145 

Steele, Frederick. 

Correspondence with W. T. Sherman 616,659 

Mentioned 147, 162, 471, 472, 517, 528, 529, 


638, 601-606, 608-610<615, 620-624, 637-639, 646, 658, 659, 661, 664, 700, 
703, 704, 707, 708, 717, 722, 723, 725, 754-758, 764- 766, 769, 771-773, 794 


Reports of 

Grenada, Miss. Expedition to vicinity of, November 27-December 6, 

1862 529 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 26-29, 1862 650 

Stein, George W. Mentioned - 649,650 

Stephen Decatur, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615,661 

Stephens, Thomas. Mentioned 533,537 

Stephenson, Benjamin P. Menrioned 324 

Sterling, Levi. Mentioned 533 

Stevenson, A. Mentioned 278 

Stevenson, Carter L. 

Mentioned 668,669,671,674 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 30, 1862-Jamxary 

2, 1863 676 

Stevenson, John. Mentioned 237 

Stevenson, John D. 

Mentioned 168,367-369,373 

Report of pursuit of Confederate forces ftom Corinth, Miss., October 5-12, 

1862 sro 

Stewart, John. Mentioned 355 ^ 358 

Stewart, John Et. Mentioned 279 
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Stewart, Jolm W. Mentioned 250 

Stewart, Robert Mentioned 226 

Stewart, Warren. 

Mentioned 25, 27, 700, 703, 704, 708 

Proclamation of, to people of Arkansas 720 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Reconnaissance near, January 10, 1863 719 

South Bend, Arkansas River, Ark. Expedition to, January 14^15, 1863. 720 

White River and Saint Charles, Ark. Reconnaissance toward, Janu- 
ary 13, 1863 720 

Stickel, Isaiah. Mentioned 513,614 

Stillman, Greorge Ii. Mentioned 641 

Stirman, Ras. Mentioned 393,394 

Stith, Donald C. Mentioned 683,685 

Stockley, D. W. C. Mentioned — 630 

Stocks, J. G. Mentioned 384 

Stoddard, L. Francis. Mentioned 244 

Stone, George A. 

Mentioned 768,766,767 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 767 

Stone, George H. 

Mentioned 176,251,256,258,262,649 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 267 

Stone, Robert K. Mentioned 304 

Stout, Cyrus. Mentioned 284 

Strange, James M. Mentioned - 248 

Strange, John P. Mentioned 552,570,583 

Street, Solomon G. Mentioned - 486 

Strickland, William T. Mentioned 146-148 

Stuart, David. 

Correspondence with W*. T. Sherman 774 

Mentioned - 462,606, 

607, 620, 654, 701, 703, 704, 708, 718, 719, 725, 726, 754-759, 763, 775-778 

Reports of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 771 

Vickshnrg, Miss. Operations agaiust, December 26, 1862-Jannary 3, 

1863..— 634 

Subsistence Stores. Supplies, etc. See Aftmiflons o/ TTor. 

Sucker State, Steamer, Mentioned — 615 

Suiter, Prank M. Mentioned 278,279 

Sullivan, Jeremiah C. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, TJ. S — 553 

Haynie, Isham N 566 

Ihrie, George P 566 

Mentioned 66, 75, 76, 78, 91-^3, 96, 107, 108, 168, 169, 174, 206-207, 

209, 212, 216, 229, 230, 240, 259, 260, 272, 285, 289, 477, 479, 481, 483, 489, 
490, 548, 550, 551, 555, 556,.560, 561, 565, 566, 56a-577, 587, 591, 596, 599 

Reports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 226 

Inka, Mss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 105 

Jackson, Tenn. Engagement near, December 19, 1862 551 

Lexington, Tenn. Skirmish at, December 18, 1862 551 

Parkeris Cross-Roads, Tenn. Engagement at, December 31, 1862 552 
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StLlllvane, Clement. Mentioned - - — — 396 

SummerS) Milton S. Mentioned 39 

Summers^ W. M. Mentioned — - - 278 

Sminy South, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Surgeon-Gteneral's OfiSce, IT. S. A. Correspondence with War Department, 

u. 5ii 

Sutherland, Edwin W. 

Mentioned 543,662 

Eeport of operations against Vidcsburg, Miss., December 23-27, 1862 664 

Swarthout, William. 

Mentioned,.... - — ---- ------ ---- — ---- 262,290-292, 344 

Beport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 - 294 

Swaving, Acting Assistant Surgeon. Mentioned 177 

Swayne, Wager. 

Mentioned ...... - - - ...... ...... ...... 181, 185, 186, 189,484 

Eeport of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 190 

Sweaney, John R. Mentioned 410 

Swearingen, H. Mentioned — 783-785,793 

Sweeny, Thomas W. 

Mentioned 175, 201, 256, 258-262, 275-277, 280, 541, 542, 549 

Eeports of 

Corinth, Miss. Battle o^ October 3-4, and operations in pnxsuit of Con- 
federate forces, October 5-6, 1862 256, 271 

Tusoumbia, Ala. Eeconnaissance toward, December 9-14, 1862 542 

Swift, Morton D- Mentioned 327 

Swoyer, Predericli:. Mentioned. --- — .. — ....................... 28,83,113-115 

Tafflng, Mr. Mentioned - 499 

Talbott, L. S. Mentioned- 126 

Tallahatchie Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, June 1862. See Holly Sjyrings, 

Mias. HepediUon io, June 15-18, 1862. 

Tallahatchie River, Miss. 

Expedition to, December 24, 1862 4 

Skirmish on the, Nov. 28, 1862. See Grenada, Miss. Espedition to the vicinity 
of, Hov. 27-Deo. 6, 1862. 

TdEis, Thomas. Mentioned 204 

Tamrath, Benjamin. Mentioned 544, 545 

Tarleton, J. A. Mentioned - 667, 682, 683 

Taylor, D. G., Steamer. Mentioned 604, 615 

Taylor, Ezra. Mentioned 608, 628, 773 

Taylor, H. Clay. Mentioned 416 

Taylor, James R. Mentioned 791 

Taylor, John S. Mentioned 719 

Taylor, John T. Mentioned - 58,756 

Taylor, Richard. Mentioned 629 

Taylor, Samuel P. Mentioned 390 

Tecumseh, Steamer. Mentioned 145,146,604,615 

Templeman, Mr. Mentioned 404 

Templeton, William J. Mentioned 727,730 

. Tennessee. Operations in. 'See 

Middle Tennessee, < 

Weet Tennessee, 

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artilleiy, Light— Eaffer/es ; Freeman's, 593, 598; Hoarton's, 375, 383,385, 
m, 394, 395; Morton's, 594, 596, 598, 599. 
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Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (ConfedoratfO*— Continued. 

Cavalry— 5fl#fa//o/7s ; Bartean’s, 50, 545 ; Cox’s, 593, 509 ; Napier’s, 34, 403, 
404,599; 18th, 505, 506. Companies: Forrest Guards, 693 ; Haywood’s 
Partisans, 340, 461. Regiments : Biffle's, 593, 599; Bibreirs, 593, 594, 

598, 590 ; Forrest’s, 14, 29, 50 ; Jackson’s, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16, 2:1, 24, 27, 35, 

50, 58, 146, 375, 384 ; Hichardson’s, 462, 485, 797 ; Starnes’, 599 ; Stew- 
art’s,* 527 ; Wheeler’s, 50. 

Infantry— ^ey//ne/7fs : 3d {Frovieional Army), 668, 669, 671, 675, 677, 68:1, 684 ; 

30th, 668, 609, 671, 675, 683, 684 ; 60th, 1 671, 078, 679 ; 61st, 1 671; 62d,$ 

668, 669, 671, 675, 677-679, 683. 

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. Union. 

Cavalry— ^ey//i7ey7fs: 6th, 1| 367, 372, 373, 481, 482, 484, 518, 549, 590, 591, 

599; 7th, IF 482, 553-556,560, 562, 598. 

Infantry— ^e^//nen#s : 7th** (Bogers), 563, 564, 579, 585, 586. 

Tennessee, Army of the. (Union.) 

Grant, U. S., ordered to resume command of 1 

Orders, General, series 1862 : Nos. 88, 89, 159; (Sherman) No. 6, 617 ; No. 

7, 618; No. 8, 619; (Hnrlbut) No. 112, 308. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 4,516,525; (McClemand) No. 28, 710. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 31, 526; (Dodge) No. 62, 3<X); Sher- 
man) No. 31, 614; No. 34, 620; No. 36, 621; No. 37, 622; Nos. 38, 


39, 623 ; No. 40, 624; (Quinby) September 27, 145. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: (Sherman) No. 1, 624. 

Orders, Special (Field), series 1862 : No. 33, 515. 

Tennessee, Department of the. (Union.) 

Constituted, and limits dej6baed 4 

Grant, U. S., assigned to command 4 

Onlers, General and Special, See Tennessee, Army of the. 

Tennessee, District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted and limits defined - 2 

Price, Sterling, assigned to and assumes command of. 2 

Tennessee Hiver. Capture of steamboats on the, Aug. 18, 1862. Beport of 

. Grenville M. Dodge 34 

Tennison, Otto M. Mentioned 370,371 

TerraljJ. S. Mentioned - 388,390 

Terry, Calvin. Mentioned 31 

Terry, J^pies. Mentioned 279 

Terry, W. B., Steamer, See W. B. Terry. 

T. E. Tutt, Steamer. Mentioned 604,615 

Texas Troops. Mentioned, 


Cavalry— (?o/wpa/7/es : Johnson’s, 792, 795 ; Richardson’s, 780. Regiments : . 
3d, 123, 126-128, 374, 382, 539 ; 6th, 186, 375, 383, 539, 540 ; 9th, 185, 186, 
188, 375, 383; 15th, 791-793; 17th, 18th, 791; 24th, 781, 783-786, 788, 
793 ; 25th, 783, 784, 793 ; 27th, tt 76, 123, 126-129, 135, 374, 378, 382, 392, 393, 
539,540. 

Infantry— ^ey//ne;rfs: 2d, 122, 136, 137,375, 383, 393, 394,397, 443, 

668, m, 680, m, 685, 695 ; 6th, 783-7^, 788, 793 ; 10th, 727, 780, 788, 791- 
793; 15th, 788; 25th, 785. 

MiscoUaneous : Waul’s Legion, 441. 

* Organization completed Aug. 28, 1863. g Called also 1st "West Tennessee Cavalry, 

t Called also 79th Begiraent. V. Called also 2d West Tennessee Cavalry. 

. X Called also Slat Begiment. Called also Ist West Tennessee Infantry. 

$ Called also 80th Begiment. ft Called also Ist Texas L^^ion. 
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Page. 

Thatcher, Marshall P. Mentioned 20 

Thayer, John M. 

Mentioned 604, 

608, 638, 639, 651, 652, 659,700,704,706,718,757, 758,764,765, 770,771 

BexKnts of 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, Jannary 10-11, 1863 769 

Vicksbnrg, lliss. Operations against, December 29, 1862 658 

Thomas, Allen. 

Mentioned 667,669,681-684,687,691 

Eeport of operations against Vicksbnrg, Miss., December 27-28, 1862 695 

Thomas, C. Ii. Mentioned 523 

Thomas, Evan D. Mentioned— 649,650 

Thomas, L. Mentioned 763 

Thompson, Jndge. Mentioned 26 

Thompson, A. P. Mentioned 405-407, 409, 504, 506 

Thompson, Clark. For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see W, 8, Boseoram, 

Thompson, J. Mentioned 669 

Thompson, John M. Mentioned 223 

Thompson, Josiah C. Mentioned 583 

Thompson, M. H. Mentioned 607, 508 

Thompson, M. Jeff Mentioned 9,10,14,549 

Thompson, M. R. Mentioned 328 

Thompson, Robert M. Mentioned 484 

Thornhill, S. P. Mentioned 79,89 

Thorp, Joseph B. Mentioned 672, 591 

Thrall, Homer. Mentioned-. 286 

Thrall, William R. Mentioned..... 79 

Throckmorton, Job. Mentioned 365 

Thmsh, WilliW A. 


Mentioned 81, 173, 176, 179, 181, 197, 199 

Seport of engagement at Inks, Miss., September 19, 1862 86 

Thnrber, Charles H. Mentioned 268 

Thmston, William H. Mentioned—.-...—...,............. 307 

Tichenor, Enoa Mentioned 176 299 

Tiohenor, Qeorge C. Mentioned 590 

Tiemeyer, John H. Mentioned 215,216,225 

Tilghman, Ziloyd. ’ ’ 

Mentioned 70, 165, 414, 423, 430, 436, 445, 449, 450, 452, 455 

Report of engagement at CoflfeeTriOle, Miss., Deoembw 5 , 1862 603 

Teetinumy of. Van Dom Court of Inquiry... ...... 449 , 450 

Tilgdanan, Lloyd, jr. Mentioned * 50 g 

Tiller, W. T. Mentioned 792 

TOmmins, W. C. Mentioned 389, 397, 668, 680, 685 

Timmons, S. P. Mentioned.,.. 192 

. Tinkham, Samnel A. Mentioned 176 355 

Tisdale, Dan i el, jr. Mentioned *279 

Titus, H. S. Mentioned 7 ^ 

Tobin, Thomas P. 

Mraiioned. 184,192,385,394,446 

Testimony of, Van Dozn Conrt Inq^niry 445 445 

Todd, Dr. Mentioned ' gg 

Toledano^ B. A. Mentioned 413 

Tompkins, Locas. Mentioned -1 766 
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Toone*3 Station, 7enn. 

Affair near, July 27, 1862. Report of James J. Dollins 25 

Skirmish near, August 31, 1862, Report of Michael K. La'wleir 49 

See also report of BosSf p. 44. 

Topliff, B. A. Mentioned 584 

Toipley, Heniy. Mentioned 30 

Torrence, William M. G. 

Mentioned 537,538,769 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 770 

Totten^s Plantation, Coahoma County, Miss. Skirmish near, August 2, 

1862 2 

Toutant, A. J. Mentioned 406 

Tourtellotte, John E. Mentioned 223 

Townsend, Benjamin D. Mentioned 98 

Townsend, Charles D. Mentioned 4^ 

Townsend, Reuben. Mentioned 666 

Townsend, William W. Mentioned 129 

Tracy, Charles C. Mentioned 740 

Tracy, B. D. Mentioned 22 

Trade and Intercourse. See reports of Brayraan, p. 481 5 JECovey, p. 630 ; /Slier- 
man^s orders p. 619. 

Transportation. (Railroad and -water.) Communications from 

Army Headquarters 470,472,480 

Grant, U. S 469,470,472 

Rosecrans, W. S 162-165 

Trenton, Tenn. Capture of, by Confederates, Deo. 20, 1862. Reports of 

Fry, Jacob 560 

Ihrie, George P 666 

See also report of Forrest, p. 593. 

Trible, John. Mentioned 632,743 

Trinity, Ala. Affair near, August 23, 1862. Report of W. S. Rosecrans 36 

Trotter, Mr. Mentioned 56 

True, James M. Report of capture of Holly Springs, Miss., December 20, 

1862 511 

Truitt, Jabez. Mentioned 625 

TrambxiU, Matthew M. 

Mentioned 312 

Report of engagement at Hatchie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 316 

Tupper, Nathan W. Mentioned 633 

Turner, James J. Mentioned - 683 

Turrell, W. Mentioned — 700 

Tuscmnbia, AJa. Reconnaissance toward, December 9-14, 186Sl 

Communications from John Adams - 542 

Reports of 

Barteau, C. E - 642 

Dodge, Gren-dlle M * 541 

Sweeny, Thomas W - 542 

Tutt, t 1 E., Steamer. Mentioned 604,615 

Tuttle, J. M. Mentioned 549 

Tweeddale, William. Mentioned 301,369,371 

Twombly, V. T. Mentioned 278,279 

Tye, John P. Mentioned — 6^692,683 

Union City, Tenn. Capture of, by Confederate forces, December 21, 1B6S. 

Report of Samuel B. IrOgan - 567 

See also report of Forrest, p. 593. 
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Union Troops. 

Casualties. Eetnrns of. 

4rTrtt.Tta{i« Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863.--. --- — 716-719 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 173-17G 

HatoMe Bridge, Tenn. Engagement at, October 5, 1862 304 

luka^ Miss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 77,78 

Parkeris Cross-Roads, Tenn. Engagement at, December 31, 1862*---- 553 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, December 20, 1862- January 3, 

1863 625 

Halleck, H. W., assigned to command as General-in-Cllief of land forces of 

the United States 2 

Mentioned. (Regulars.) 

Artillery — Regiments : 2d (^BaUenes)^ F, 77, 82, 85, 173, 178, 180, 186-188, 
195,196,247. 

CavaJry-’Regiments : 3d, 603. 

In&ntry — Regiments : 1st, 174, 180, 181, 184, 196, 247-249 ; 13th, 608, 625, 

633, 634, 661, 701, 718, 775, 776, 778. 

For Volunteers, see respective States. 

Organization, strength, etc. 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Expedition against, January 4—17, 1863 ------ 700,701 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operation against, Dec. 20, 18^- Jan. 4, 1863 602,604 

Beorultment, organization, etc. Communications from 

Dodge, Grenville M 300 

Grant, U. S 475 

Universe, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

Van Buren, Tenn. Skirmish near, September 21, 1862 3 

Vance, Joseph W. 

Mentioned 729 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 737 

Vance, Robert S. Mentioned 625 

Vandever, William. Mentioned 770 

Van l>om Court of Inquiry. 

Addresses of Vau Dom 415,452 

Charges and specifications — 415, 416, 451 

Convened 414 

Dissolved - 459 

Opinion of — 459 

Proceedings of - 414-459 

Sine die adjournment of — 459 

Testimony of 

Bowen, John S 421-430 

Dillon, Edward 443,444 

Green, M.E 431,432,450 

Hutchinson, L. B 437,438 

Kennerly, L, H 440 

Kimmel, M. M 447,448 

Lowry, Robert 439 

Major, James P 448,449 

Maury, Dabney H 434-436,442,443 

Pallen, Montrose A 446,447 

Price, Sterling 432-434,440-442 

Rust, Albert 416-421, 438 

Smith, J.W.C 450, 451 

Til^tmian, Idoyd 449,460 
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Van Dom Co«rt of Inquiry— Continued. 

Testimony of 

Tobin, Thomas F 445,440 

Ward, J.T 448 

Wooten, T.D 432 

Van Dom, Earl. 

Addresses to Court of Inquiry 415,452 

Assignments to comma 1,4 

Co-operation with Price. See June 10, 1862-J an. 20, 1863. Northern Mims- 
sipjpt. Operations in. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 121 

Price, Sterling 120,129,455 

Mentioned 65, 66, 68, 71, 72, 120-122, 129, 155, 157, 

159, 161, 162, 166, 168, 170-172, 177, 179, 193, 254, 255, 257, 286, 287, 302, 
306, 309, 374, 382, 385, 392, 414-418, 420-425, 42B-43(>, 438, 441-452, 459, 
477, 479, 482, 484, 489, 502, 508-511, 514, 518-521, Ii25, 541, 548, 577, 603 


Eeports of 

Cofieevllle, Miss. Engagement at, December 5, 1862 503 

Corinth, Miss. Battle of, October 3-4, and operations in piirsuit of 

Confederate forces, October 5-12, 1862 375, 376 

Holly Springs, Miss. Capture of, December 20, 1862 503 

Van Dorn’s Raid. Operations against, December 20-28, 1862. Eeports of 

Grierson, Benjamin H 518 

Hatch, Edward, December 20-25, 1862 502 

Mudd, John J., December 24-27,1862.-.. 514 

See also Orant to Kelton^ p.477; Grant to SalleeJc,p.470, 

Van Epps, Charles. Mentioned 319 

Van Horn, Charles A. Mentioned 270 

Van Hosen, George M. Mentioned 340,360,363 

Van Sellar, Henry. Mentioned 284 

Varner, Sampson E. Mentioned - - 11 

Vaughn, Charles M. Mentioned - 316 

Vaughn, John C. 

Mentioned 666-669,671,673,674,676 

Eeport of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 26-29, 1862 678 

Vaughn, Joseph P. Mentioned — 388,390 

Vaughn, Levi W. Mentioned - 176,356 

Vaughn, Thomas P. Mentioned - 488 

Veatch, James C. 

Mentioned : 302-306, 310, 312, 320, 326-327, 329-331, 333, 764 

Eeport of engagement at Hatcbie Bridge, Tenn., October 5, 1862 321 

Venard, Josephus B. Mentioned — 513 

Verhoeff, Albert. Mentioned 330 

Vernon, Di., Steamer. Mentioned - 615 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations agaunst, December 20, 1862^anna]y 3, 1863. 
Casualties. Eetums of 
Confederate troops. 

Deo. 27-28, 1862. Skirmishes at Chickasaw Bayou. — 671 

29, 1862. Assault on Chickasaw Blnffe 671 

Union troops. 


Deo. 27-28, 1862. Skirmishes at Chickasaw Bayou 026 

29, 1862. Assault on Chickasaw BlufGs 625 
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Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, Dec. 30, 186:Wan. 3, 1863 — Continued. 
Communications from 

Army Headquarters 476,478 

Grant, XJ. S - 474, 601 

liCe, Stephen D - 675 

Morgan, George W - 657 

Peckham, James G57, 668 

Pemberton, John C 675, 685 

Sherman, W. T 601-604,614,616-634,657 

Smith, Martin L - 674 

Steele, Frederi ck 659 

Congratulatory orders. Pemberton 670 

Co-Operation of 

Curtis with Grant 476,601-605 

Kavy, U. S., with Army. 473, 601, 603, 605-607, 609, 610, 617, 630, 631, 624, 663-665 
Instructions to 

Division commanders (516 

Sherman, W. T 601 

Itinerary of the Fifteenth Army Corps, December 20, 1863-J anuary 19, 1863 . 763 

Reports of 

Abbdtt, Charles H., December 28-29,1863 661 

Barton, Seth M., December 27-30, 1862 677 

Blair, Frank P., December 2§-39, 1862 653 

DeCouicy, John F., December 26-29, 1862 648,649 

EUet, Charles R., December 30, 1862 1 662 

Foster, Jacob T., December 26-29, 1862 642 

Higgins, Edward, December 27, 1862 694 

Hoffinann, Louis, December 26-31, 1862 645 

Jenney, William I^e B 625 

lAnphere, Charles H., December 26-30, 1862 640 

liCe, Stephen D., December 25, 1862-January 2, 1863 680, 684 

Lindsey, Daniel W., December 26-50, 1862 646 * 

Maury, Dabney H., December 30, 1862-January 2, 1863 679, 680 

Morgan, George W., December 26-29, 1862 637,639 

Mfioason, C. H., December 26-29, 1862 ' 696 

Pemberton, John C., December 21, 1862-January 2, 1863 665,669,670 

Porter, David D., operations of tbe ram fleet 662 

Rutherford, Friend S., December 27, 1862-January 2, 1863 ] 631 

Sheldon, Lionel A., December 27-30, 1862 644 

Sherman, W. T., December 12, 1862^annary 4, 1863 605, 612, 613 

Smith, Andrew J 

Smith, Giles A., December 29, 1862 [ * 633 

Smith, Martin L., December 25-30, 1862 !!!!'!! 671 

Steele, Frederick, December 26-29, 1862 650 

Stevenson, Carter L., December 30, 1862-jranuary 2, 1863. 676 

Stuart, David, December 26, 1862-Jaaiuary 3, 1863 634 

Sutherland, Edwin W., December 23-27, 1862 664 

Thayer, John M., December 29, 1862 ” 1!!11!".111!!1!!!1!!!!!1 658 

Thomas, Allen, December 27-28, 1862 ] 696 

Vaughn, John 0., December 26-29, 1^62 . . ^ 1111!!1 ll"!!] 678 

Williamson, James A., December 28-29, 1862 659 

Withers, W. T., December 26, 1862-January 2, 1863.... [llllir.lllH ese 689 
Wood, Peter P 
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VicksbTirg, liffiss. Operations against, Dec. 20, ISOWan. 3, 1863--<)oiitmned. 

Sketch of yickshnrg and vicinity 611 

Union troops. Organization, strength, etc 602,604 

See also 

Oct. 31, 1862- Jan. 10, 1863. Mississippi Central Bailroad, Operations on 
the. Beports of Grant, pp. 472-475,477,479, 480. 

Dec. 26-26, 1862. Milliken's Bend, La, Expedition from. 

Also Halleck to Grant, pp. 473, 474. 

Vieiegg, Charles A. Mentioned 142 

Vifqiiain, Victor. Mentioned 743 

Villepigue, John B. 

Mentioned 24, 51, 157, 1^, 170, 172, 179, 

346, 375, 378, 380, 381, 384, 387, 395, 404-408, 412, 416, 422-424, 426, 438 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 410 

Virginia, Army of. John Pope assigned to command of 1 

Waddy, J. R. For correspondence as A. A. G., see John C. Pemberton. 

Wade, W. B. 

Mentioned 5-8 

Report of skirmish at Clear Creek, near Baldwyn, Miss., June 14, 1862 7 

Wagenfuehr, Qnstav. Mentioned 559 

Wagner, Bernard. Mentioned 555 

Wait, Sheridan. Mentioned 286 

Waite, William B. Mentioned 285 

Wakefield, Edwin. Mentioned 372 

Walbright, Andrew E. Mentioned - 233 

Walcntt, Charles C. Mentioned - 145 

Walke, Henry. Mentioned *.. 543,664 

Walker, Charles E. Mentioned 278 

Walker, Jesse W. Mentioned - 330,523 

Walker, John T. Mentioned 523 

Walker, Joseph. Mentioned Ill 

Walker, William A. Mentioned 359,362 

Walker, William H. Mentioned - 533,534,536,538 

Walker, WilUam N. Mentioned 306,324 

Wallace, Dewis. Mentioned 14 

Wallace, Martin R. M. Mentioned 519 

Walling, Daniel P. Mentioned - 204 

Walsh, Edward, Steamer. Mentioned - 615 

Walsh, John. Mentioned 196 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Adjntant and inspector GteneraPs Office, 0. S. A. — - 789 

Davis, Jefferson 376,782 

War Department, XT. S. Correspondenoe with 

Army Headquarters — 511 

Snrgeon-GeneraPa Office, U. S. A 611 

Ward, Gny C. Mentioned 173,176,286 

Ward, J. T. 

Mentioned - 448 

Testiniony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 448 

Ward, Iiyman M. Mentioned - 340,353 

Ward, M. S. Mentioned - ^ 

Wardlaw, William D. Mentioned - — - ^ 

Wardner, H. Mentioned - 177 

War Eag^e, Steamer. Mentioned — ^ 
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Warner, John. 

Mentioned------ — -• -* ---• ---- ---- 739, 740 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., January 10-11, 1863 744 

Warner, John, Steamer. Mentioned 604, 615 

Warner, Moses M. Mentioned — 88 

Warren, James M. Mentioned 476,541,542 

Washburn, Cadwalader C. 

Mentioned — 528-531,533, 540, 605 

Iteport of expedition to vicinity of Grenada, Miss., November 27-December 

6. 1862 533 

Waterford, Miss, Skirmishes at, November 29-30, 1862.—..- — 465 

Waters, David A. Mentioned - 62 

Waters, John. Mentioned 249 

Water Valley, Miss. Skirmishes at and' near. 

Dec. 4, 1862. Reports of 

Dickey, T. Lyle - - 491 

Hatch, Edward - 499 

Dec. 18, 1862 - 465. 

Watkins, Henry W. Mentioned-- — '384 

Watts, G. O. Mentioned. - 405,411 

Watts, N. G. Mentioned - 449 

Watts, Sinclair. Mentioned - 292 

Watts, W, O. Mentioned 1 506, 683 

Waverly, Tenn. Expeditions to, with skirmidies. 

Octt>ber 22-25, 1862. Reports of 

Colton, John B - 463 

Davies, Thomas A - 463 

Janaary 1663. Report of Alexander Ashoth - 798 

W. B. Terry, Steamer. 

Capture of, on the Tennessee River, Angnst 31, 1862, Report of L. G. 

Elinok 52 

Mentioned - 52,53 

Weakley, John G. MJentioned 513,514 

Weaver, James B. Report of hatfde of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 278 

Weaver, William. Mentioned 737 

Webb, Allen E. Mentioned 300 

Webb, Henry A. Mentioned— 176,187,188 

Webb, William H. Mentioned — — - 142 

Webber, William E. Mentioned 233 

Weber, Andrew J. * 

Mentioned 82,85,181,185,186,198,199 

Reports of 

Corinth, Mias. Battle of, October 3-4, 1862 201 

Inka, Moss. Engagement at, September 19, 1862 87 

Webster, Daniel. Mentioned 643, 705, 706, 723, 746-749 

Webster, Milton L. Mentioned - 527 

Webster, Spencer. Mentioned 304, 329 

Wedel, H. R. Mentioned 223 

Weems, J. W. Mentioned 683, 688, 691, 693 

Wehrle, Joseph C. Mentioned 769 

Weiser, E. I. Mentioned 317 

Welch, John H. Mentioned 632 

Welch, William W. Mentioned 316 

Welker, Frederick. Mentioned 253,268,269 
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Welker, John. Mentioned 103-105 

WeUes, George E. Mentioned - - 334 

Wells, Bezaleel P. Mentioned 20 

Wells, Samuel T. Mentioned 570-5Hl,583 

Wells, William C. Mentioned - 365 

Welsh, Pinckney J. Mentioned — 233 

West, A. M. Mentioned 10 

West, Army of the. (Confederate.) 

McCown, J. P., assumes command of — 1 

Price, Sterling, assumes command of. 2 

Van Dom, Earl, transferred to command of the Department of Southern 

Mississippi and East Louisiana : 1 

Western Department, 

Beauregard, G. T., temporarily superseded by Braxton Bragg 1 

Bragg, Braxton, assigned to command of 1 

Limits extended 1 

Orders, General, series 1862 : No. 93, 12. 

Polk, Leonidas, announced as second in command of 1 

Westmoreland, Steamer. Mentioned 615 

West Tennessee. 

Forrest^s expedition into, Dec. 15, 1862-^an. 3, 1863. 

Communications from 

Grant, U.S 477,479 

Ihrie, George P 565 

Snllivan, J eremiah C - 565 

Reports of 

Bragg, Braxton - 591 

Davies, Thomas A., December 18, 1862-jraniiary 3, 1863 548 

Dengler, Adolph, December 18-27, 1862 568 

Dibrell, George G., December 15, 1862-Jannary 6, 1863 506 

Dodge, Grenville M., December 18-24, 1862 549 

Forrest, N. B., December 11, 1862-Jannary 3, 1863 503,596 

Fuller, John W., December 18, 1862-January 9, 1863 568 

Dme, George P,, December 20-23, 1862 562 

Noyes, E. F., December 18, 1862-JanuaTy 9^ 1863 575 

Spaulding, Zephaniah S., December 19, 1862-January 3; 1863 672 

Sprague, Jobn W., December 18, 1862-Jannaiy 9, 1863 577 

See also r^ort of Coulter^ p. 299. 

Operations in. See 

June 25, 1862. Za Fayette BtaiUmj Tmn. Jffakr near^ 

30. 1862. Bieing Sun, Team, Skvrmisk at 
July 13,1862. Wolf River, Tmn, SMrnUeh near. 

19. 1862. Brownsville, Team. QuerriUa raid m. 

25-Aug. 1, 1862. Solly Springs, Miss. EscpoSiUon from, to Bel- 
ivar and Jaekson, Tenn. 

Aug. 3, 1862. Sonoonaih Creek, Twn,. Skirmish on. 

7, 1862. Wood Springs, Fenn. ShmtUah at, near Dyer^nrg. 

10-11, 1862. SaUMe River, Tenn. Reconnaissance toward mouth of 
11, 1862. SauUbury, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

13, 1862. Medon, Tenn. Skirmish near. 

16, 1862. Meriwether^ 8 Ferry, Obion River, Tenn. Skirmish at • 

18. 1862. Tennessee River. Capture of steamboats on. 

Dyersburg, Tenn. Skirmish near. 

23. 1863. DoneJson, Fort, Tenn. Skirmisih near. 

25, 1862. Bonelaon, Fort, Tenn. Skirmish at 
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West Tennessee—Continxied. 

Opdratious in. See 

Ang, 26, 1862. Cumberland Iron WorTce^ Tenn, SJcirmish at, 

30-Sept. 1, 1862. Mississippi Central Railroad. Operations on the. 

31, 1862. W. B, Terry, steamer. Capture of, on Tennessee River, 

Sept. 1862. Memphis, Tenn. Skirmish near, 

5. 1862. Burnt Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at, near Humboldt. 

18-23, 1862. Donelson and Henry, Forts, Tenn. Operations about. 

2(K-22, 1862. Bolivar, Tenn. EapediUonfrom, to Grand Junction and 

La Grange, and skirmish. 

21, 1862. Van Bwren, Tenn. Skirmish near. 

23, 1862. Wolf Creek Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at, near Memphis^ 

25. 1862. Haxi^ Bridge, Hatckie River, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

Randolph, Tenn. Burning of. 

26, 1862. FocaKontas, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

28-Ocft. 5, 1862. Columbus, Ky. Espedition from, to Covington, 
Hurhamville, and Fori Randolph, Tenn. 

OeA 1, 1862. JkariF Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

3. 1862. La Fayette Landing, Tenn. Affair near. 

9. 1862. Humboldt, Tenn. Affair near. 

10. 1862. Medon Station, Tenn, Skirmish at. 

17. 1862. Island No. 10, Term. Skirmish at. 

21. 1862. Woodville, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

21-24, 1862. Memphis, Tenn, Scout from, to ColUersville, Shelby 
Depot, Hickory, and Galloway Switch. 

82-25^ 1862. Waverly, Tenn. ErpediMon from Fort Donelson to, wHh 
skirmishes. 

24, 199Bt White (kJc Springs, Term. Skirmish near. 

• 31, 1862-Jaik. 10, 1863. Ji^sissippi Central Railroad. Operations 
on the, from Bolivar, Tenn., to Coffeeville, Miss. 

Hot* 18, 1862. Double Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at. 

25, 1862. Hendersoids Station, Tenn, Capture of, 

26. 1862. Somerville, Tenn. Skirmish near. 

Dec. 15, 1862-Hjan. 3, 1863, West Tennessee. Forresfs expedition into. 

JizL % 1863. Donelson, Fort, Tenn, SkirTnish near. 

3, 1863. Somerville, Tenn, Action at 

4, 1863. Monterey, Tenn. Skirmish at 

8 , 1863. Knob Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at, near Ripley, Tenn. 

11, 1863. Lowrffs Ferry, Tenn. Skirmish at 

18. 1863. Chambers Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at, near Hamburg. 

1 ^ 1863. Waverly, Term. Expedition from Fort Hmry to. 

West Tennessee, Army of. (Confederate.) Organization, strength, etc., 

Octol>«r 3 , 1862 375 

West Tennessee^ District of. (Union.) * 

Grant, U, S., assigned to and assumes oonunand of the troops in the 2 

Limits extended ’ 2 

Ord, E. O. C., assigned to command of Second Division of 3 

Orders, General and ^eolaL See Tennessee, Army of the. 

Quinhy, Isaac F., assigned to command of Fourth Division of 3 

Beorganized, and snbdivimons of announced 1 3 

Bosecrans, W, S., assigned to command of Third Division of 3 

Sherman, W.T., assigned to command of First Division of 3 

Wharton, Jack. Mentioned 54^ 


Wharton, John A. 
Wheder. Sergeant. 


Mentioned . 
Mentioned. 
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Wheeler, Joseph. 

Mentioned t 22,592 

Report of expedition from Holly Springs, Miss., to Bolivar and Jaclcson, 

Tenn., July 25-Augnst 1, 1862 23 

Wheeler, W. P. Mentioned 92,208 

Wheeler, William L. Mentioned 104 

Wheelock, Arthur B. Mentioned : 579 

Whilldin, M. Mentioned 629,731,736 

Whitaker, Samuel. Mentioned 513, .514 

White, Corporal. Mentioned 92 

White, David. Mentioned 324 

White, Prank. Mentioned 270 

White, H. B. Mentioned 836,341,343,346 

White, Henry A. Mentioned 98, 106 

White, Thomas. Mentioned 636 

White Oak Bayou, Miss. Skirmish at, .Inly 24, 1862 2 

White Oak Springs, Tenn. Skirmish near, October 24, 1862 4 

Whitehead, P. Mentioned 371,372 

Whitenack, Robert H. Mentioned 365 

White River and Saint Charles, Ark. Eeconnaissanoetoward, January 13, 

1863. Report of Warren Stewart 720 

Whitfield, John T. Mentioned 129,393 

Whitfield, John W. 

Mentioned 64,70,123 

Report of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862 128 

Whitten, William S. Mentioned 770 

Whytock, John. Mentioned 539 

Wilboum, J. J. Mentioned 129 

Wilcox, Jeremiah C. Mentioned........ 62 

Wilcox, John S. 

Mentioned — 274 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862 276 

Wilcox, William H. Mentioned 276 

Wilder, Robert M. Mentioned - 641 

Wiles, G. P. Mentioned 49 

Wiles, William M. Report of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862. 80 

Wilkes, P. C. Mentioned 782,783 

Wilkins, Reese. Mentioned - 366 

Willard, Lot. S. Mentioned 341,346 

Willard, SamueL Mentioned 743 

Willard, William H. Mentioned - 743 

Willcox, Lyman G. 

Mentioned 113-115, 167, 212,243,246 

Report of engagement at luka, Miss., September 19, 1862 115 

Willheim, Nicholas. Mentioned 270 

Williams, G«orge A. 


Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 18^., 247 

Williams, Hezekiah. Mentioned 709 

WilliamsyH. G. P. Alentioned - 40.3 

Williams, William S. Mentioned-... 336 

Williamson, George. Mentioned 349 

Williamson, James A. 

Mentioned — - 652,658,659 

Reuorte of OnftTOtin-nft florni-nof ■Tr4/»'lrerKTi-i.rt- TLfir.« no firt -tfwv 
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Wilson, David B. Mentioned 279 

Wilson, P. H. Mentioned 767 

Wilson, Frank C. 

Mentioned 705,722,723,746,751,752 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., Jamuary 10-11, 1863 752 

Wilson, Hall. Mentioned 533 

Wilson, James. (Adjutant.) Mentioned 360 

Wilson, James. (Captain.) Mentioned 15-17 

Wilson, Jesse B. Mentioned 520 

Wilson, J. H. Mentioned 491,495 

Wilson, M. R. Mentioned 403 

Wilson, Onison. Mentioned 98 

Wilson, Thomas P. Mentioned 223 

Winchester, E. Mentioned 177,275 

Windeler, William H. Mentioned 737 

Winter, Richard. Mentioned 539 

Wintter, David. Mentioned 696 

Wirtas, Horace R. 

Mentioned , 511 

Report of capture of HoUy Springs, Miss., December 20, 1862 510 

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery— 1st, 615,625,637,639, 642-644, 646, 648, 661, 701, 704- 
706,708,717,721-723,746-750,752,753; 6th, 169,174,205-207, 215,219,228, 
230-232, 235, 236, 238-241, 259 ; 7th, 553, 570, 578, 579, 582, 584, 585 ; 8th, 28, 

77, 82, 173, 194 ; 12th, 78, 80, 91, 105, 107, 108, 113, 169, 174, 206, 209, 215, 224, 
227-231, 234, 236-238, 241, 242. 

Cavalry— : 2d, 533, 635. 

Infantcy--ff^/ments .• 8th, 60, 78, 81, 89,173, 179, 198, 201-204; 12th, 235; 

13th, 62; 14th, 176, 336, 340, 352, 353, 356, 358 ; 16th, 176, 297, 335-337, 340, 
344-350, 353-356; 17th, 149, 150, 176, 254, 290, 296, 335, 337, 340, 344, 346, 350, 
351,354-356,358; 18th, 176,336,340,352, 35.3,356 ; 23d, 614, 701,707,716, 

723, 725, 726, 729-731, 735, 736, 738, 744 ; 26th, 700. 

Wls^ J. C. Mentioned 27^ 

Wise^ Sanmel M. Mentioned HO 

Wisnwr, James W. Mentioned 032 

Withers, William T. 

Mentioned 666,667,669,675,676,680-684 

Beports of operations against Vicksburg, Miss., December 26, 1862-Jannary 

686,689 

Witherspoon, W. W. Mentioned - 132 

Witt, T as D. Mentioned 

Wofford, Jeff. Ii. Mentioned 533 qqq 689-693 

Wolf Creek Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at, September 23, 1862 3 

Wolf River, Tenn- Skirmish near, July 13, 1862. Report of W. T. Sherman] 23 

Wood (Governor), Mentioned ggl 

Wood, Noyes B. Mentioned ^ 

Wood, Oliver. 

Correspt^dence with P. E. Burke 

Report of battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4, 1862. oftR 

Wood, Peter P. 

M«iltoned .■ 58,704,772,776 

Jfeieports of . ' ’ ^ 

Arkansas Post, Ark. Engagement at, January 10-11, 1863 774 

yicksburg. Miss. Operations against, December 20, 1862-January 3, 

628 
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i^ood, Ricliard H. Mentioned 623,743 

TT'oodbnxn, Thomas J. Mentioned - 495 qqq 

97ood8, Charles R. 

Mentioned 768,766,767 

Report of engagement at Arkansas Post, Ark., Jannary 10-11, 1863 768 

^oods, Hemy C, Mentioned 554 

97'oods, Peter N. Mentioned 59O 

STT’oods, William B. Mentioned 769 

OVood Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, August 7, 1862. Reports of GrenTiUe M. 

I>odge 29,30 

97oodville, Tenn. Skirmish at, October 21, 1862. Report of U. S. Grant 461 

W^oodward, T. G. Mentioned 37,38,62,571 

97ooten, T. D. 

Mentioned 432 

Testimony of, Van Dom Court of Inquiry 432 

Worden, Asa. Mentioned 352, 355 

Worsham’s Creek, Idiss. Skirmish at, Nov. 6, 1862. Report of L C. Pugh- 486 

Worthington, Lieutenant. Mentioned 132 

Worthington, Thomas. 

Correspondence with Peter Kinney H 

Mentioned ‘H 

Worthington, William J. Mentioned 650 

Wray, Edward. Mentioned 625 

Wright, Private. Mentioned 330 

Wright, Clark. Mentioned 725,727 

Wright, James S. Mentioned 330 

Wright, Joseph C. Mentioned 147 

Wright, Josiah B. Mentioned 316 

Wright, Uriel. Mentioned 415 

Wrightenbury, William. Mentioned 196 

Wyman, John B. Mentioned 604, 625, 653, 654, 656 

Wynkoop, N. H. Mentioned 796 

Wynn, W. P. P. Mentioned 129 

Tates, Alexander. Mentioned 132,389,391 

Tates, Richard. Mentioned - 467 

Tazoo River, Miss. Expedition up the, December 12, 1862. Report of 

Charles R. Ellet 643 

Teoman, Stephen B. Mentioned 777 

Tooknapatalfa River, Miss. Skirmish on the, December 1, 1862. See Gres- 
ada, Miss, Bs^ediUon to the vicinity of, Nov, 27-Deo. 6, 1862. 

Tonnok, Dr. Mentioned 13 

Toting, . Mentioned 150 

Toting> Prederick W. Mentioned 775 

Toting, George W. Mentioned 188 

Tonug, John L. 

Mentioned 106,236 

Report of engagement at Inka, Miss., September 19, 1862 109 

Toting, J. Monls. Report of affair near Humboldt, Tenn., October 9, 1862. .. 459 

Toting, R. B. Mentioned - - 791i 

Zeigler, John R. Mentioned 341,346 

Zelner, Marion. Mentioned..... 797 
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